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VarsityWrestling
After losing a handful of graduating seniors and initially fielding a very 

small team, Gilman Swimming took to the pool in November, ready-
ing itself for a season of tough competition in the newly-aligned “A” 

Conference, consisting of 
Gilman and swimming 
powerhouses, McDonogh, 
Mt. St. Joe’s, Loyola, and Calvert Hall.  As the first few practices went by, more 
and more swimmers came out of the woodwork.  The team this year was 
carried by the hard work of everyone on the team, and in particular, that of 
the underclassmen.  As the season wore on, each swimmer’s times dropped 
noticeably.  Every swimmer managed to improve his best time in his main 
event by a very sizeable margin.  After going 2-6 in the dual meet portion of the 
season, the team looked to prac-
tice hard for the remainder of the 
season in late January and make 
a strong showing at the MIAA’s 
in mid-February.  At the league 
championship meet, the Gilman 
swim team placed where it had 
the year before, fifth, in the final 
standings.  Without the same 

leadership that had given the team its best dual meet record in several years, a 
group of strong underclassmen led, by this year’s seniors, managed to place at 
the same spot as the year before – definitely an accomplishment.  At the MIAA’s, 
Connor Wills set two new records in both the 200 IM and the 100 Backstroke, and 
Andrew Clark won the 500 Freestyle.  Virtually all swimmers swam their best at 
the MIAA’s.  Among other performances to remember was James Griffin’s 500 
Freestyle swim – a personal best by around 7 seconds and almost a minute better 
than where he had started earlier that season in the same event.  Nothing more 
could be asked of the swimmers, for each gave his all when he was asked to do so.  
The effort was put in, and, despite the dual meet record, the season was a success.  
The team would like to thank all of the coaches for their dedication and support, 
especially Coach Brooks for coaching during a difficult period in his life.

12/6  Calvert Hall College HS   
   75-97  L
12/13  Mt. St. Joe   62-121 L
1/7  Salesianum  73-98  L
1/10  Severn   82-100  L
1/25  Loyola   83-100  L
1/31  McDonogh   52-118  L
2/2  Curley  79-15  W
2/2  John Carroll  60-34  W
2/11  MIAA Championships
  5th Place-Score of 120 

Record: 2-6

The Gilman wrestling team had a tough season ahead knowing that they had to fill ten out of 
fourteen spots left from last year.  Despite the obvious difficulties presented by so many empty 
spots, the team managed to come out with another exciting and productive season.  Many of 

the underclassmen that were added to the squad had 
very little or on experience, but they were very 
quick to learn and the team came out of the first 
weekend of competition with a perfect record 
of 3-0.  As the season went on the team was able to improve dramatically with each practice due to 
a relentlessly tough and hard-working attitude that was surprisingly well-received by some of the less 
experienced wrestlers.  The hard work lead to two close A conference wins against Boys Latin and 
Calvert Hall, as well as a victories over Georgetown Prep and Poly.  The team then finished the MIAA 
tournament with three top six place winners including John Faust, Ned Lundvall, and Gabe Shaya.  
The team had an equally impressive showing in the state tournament a week later, especially from 
freshman place winner Giancarlo Simmons.  Two wrestlers went on to qualify for the National Preps 
Tournament at Lehigh.  Given the circumstances, the Gilman wrestling team accomplished a lot this 
season, and in the process gave the needed experience to a now seasoned group of underclassmen, 
who are sure to do even better in years to come.

From Left: Fiske, Davis, ?, Faust, Welch, Lundvall, Donnay, Shaya, Lander-Portnoy, Kaplan, Sim-
mons, Jarso, Bullen, Close, Pacy, ?, ?. 

12/3  Hill, Pallotti & St. John’s (DC)  
    3-0  W
12/10  Ray Oliver Tournament   
   15th Place 
12/13  Loyola  18-52  L
12/16  Old Mill  12-59  L
12/20  St. Paul’s   32-41  L
12/29  St. Stephen’s Tournament   
   8th Place
1/4  Boys’ Latin  39-31  W
1/7 Mason Dixon Duals    
   0-3  L
1/10  Mt. St. Joe  12-60  L
1/13  Calvert Hall College HS   
   40-33  W
1/21  Georgetown Prep    
   46-27  W
1/24  Poly    42-33  W
1/27  McDonogh  6-58  L
1/28  Gilman Duals  1-2 
1/31  John Carroll   33-35  L
1/31  AACS   34-37  L
2/2  Curley  9-55  L
2/11  MIAA Championships    
  11th Place-Score of 56.5

Record: 5-9

Article by Gabe Shaya, ‘06
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