Friday 30 April 2021

NEWSLETTER
Early May Bank Holiday: Monday 3 May
Message from Mr O’Regan
Delighted this week to see excellent learning across the school– children challenging themselves to
improve in their reading, handwriting and writing were regular visitors to my office. I am particularly
impressed by the pupils who have recently joined the school– well done.
Thank you for continuing to wear masks on site– you will be aware other schools locally have closed
bubbles this week. All of our measures in place, with your support, are to minimise the impact of when
there are positive COVID-19 cases in our community.
Today was Ms Brock’s last day– we thank her for all she has achieved during her time at West St Leonards
and wish her every success for the future. Following recent interviews we are delighted to confirm that Ms
Oberheim was successfully appointed to the role of Mainstream Inclusion Leader (SENDco MondayWednesday) and Ms Scott appointed to Facility Inclusion Leader (Monday-Wednesday). Mrs Biggerstaff
will teach in Doves on a Thursday and Friday.

Awesome Readers
Congratulations to our glittering GOLDEN BUGS this week! Your patience, perseverance and
resilience with your reading will help you to make super progress across the CURRICULUM!

Ducklings: Isaac
Puffins: Reuben
Blackbirds: Jack
Robins: Jamie
Year 2 ‘Top Bug’: Teddy
Year 3 ‘Top Bug’: Mikolaj
Year 4 will be competing for ‘Top Bug’ next week. Keep logging in and reading as it could be your name
on here!

West St. Leonards Primary Academy
Parent Local Board Member Vacancy
Our Local Board members are champions for children’s learning and achievement. We’re
looking for parents/carers of pupils at West St. Leonards Primary Academy who want to make a
positive contribution to the education of local children.
Everyone’s life is influenced by their experience at school. By volunteering as a Parent Local
Board member, you will use the everyday skills from your personal or professional life to help
strengthen school connections with the local community and celebrate the success of students
and staff.
Local Board members give their time and commitment to the role. This usually involves four
formal meetings a year, alongside school visits and background reading. For example, you
might attend celebration evenings, student or parent forums.
We’re aware that you may need some support when you join a Local Board, so we provide
free training and assistance including an induction pack, face-to-face training, and ‘Learning
Link’- a nationally recognised governance training package. Watch our film and read about
how our Local Board members are making a difference.
The University of Brighton Academies Trust is a network of 15 infant, primary and secondary
schools in Sussex all supporting each other, and our pupils, to excel. Our academies support
each other to improve and have a positive impact on their local communities.

If you believe that you have the time and the interest, then we would love to hear from you. To
find out more about the role and the time commitment involved, then please contact
c.spender@brightonacademiestrust.org.uk In the event of more than two parents coming
forward then an election will be held. Please complete and return the Expression of Interest form
available from the school office to c.spender@brightonacademiestrust.org.uk by 14th May 2021
All Local Board members are subject to satisfactory Enhanced DBS clearances including the
Disqualification under the Childcare Act. We are committed to safeguarding the welfare of
children and expect all of our volunteers to share this commitment.

Parent Consultations
Parent Consultations will be held via TEAMS on May 19th and May 20th. You will receive a
notice via Parentmail to book a time to speak with your child's teacher. Please ensure that you
have the TEAMS app downloaded to your device. The links to the meetings will be found in the
next newsletter.

Raising a Reader
Dandelion Learning offer top tips for parents to foster a love of reading. Click here for free
online training.

Mufti Day in support of Dragonflies
Dragonflies offers free support to children aged 0-18 years old and their families who
are experiencing pre or post bereavement through creative therapeutic activities and
group discussions. Friday 28th May will be a non uniform day to support their work with
our pupils as we are fortunate to have close links with this charity. Please look to provide
them with a donation through Parent Pay. We suggest £1 donation to support the
excellent work that Dragonflies do.

Year 5 Bayeux Tapestry Virtual Tour
We are very excited to announce that Year 5 have been given the opportunity to experience
a virtual tour of the Reading Museum’s Bayeux Tapestry. This immersive event will provide the
children with an expert account of the Tapestry, which will really aid their learning in a topic so
closely linked with their local area.
This workshop will take place on Thursday 13 May 2021 in class.
We are asking for a voluntary contribution of £2.50 via Parent Pay to cover the cost of this
exciting event. We appreciate these are challenging times but would love to make this term as
fun and engaging as possible.

Miss Kearney, Mrs Drinkwater and Miss Jefferson
Year 5 Class Teachers

Evaluation Forms re Wellbeing Packs
Thank you to the parents and carers that have returned the evaluations from the wellbeing
packs sent home at the end of last term. We hope that the children enjoyed the activity packs
given to them at the end of last term, provided by the Hastings Opportunity Area Scheme. If
you have not done so already, please could you kindly complete the evaluation form and
return them to your child's teacher. Thank you to Education Futures Trust for their support with
this project.

Politeness Cup
Celebrating our super polite children who put a smile on our faces. We focus on many POW
values each week but we know how politeness can support them all. Well done to Lenny (Y6)
and Imogen (Reception).

Lenny

Imogen

Y1 Handwriting Heroes
Well done to everyone who practised their handwriting last week and to Maddison and Alicia
our Handwriting Heroes.
Our next focus is the 'down and off’ letter family. Click here for videos to support with the
correct formation.
Please return your handwriting practice on Monday with your name on it.
Who will be the next Handwriting Heroes?
Good luck everyone and happy handwriting!

Keeping Safe Online
Following our visits from Sussex Police last week who supported the children in their
understanding of keeping safe online, we would ask for your support in speaking to your
children about internet safety. Children need to be reminded about not divulging personal
information and ensuring that what they say is kind. We would also ask that children are not
wearing their school jumper if they are uploading videos and photos to platforms. They should
also be aware of their surroundings and whether this identifies where they live. Below are a
couple of websites to help support parents regarding internet usage for their children.
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/
https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers
Top Tips for Parents:
o Set the Rules! Our children are great at telling us what ‘ALL’ their friends do, from what
bedtimes they have, what they are allowed to watch and whether they have a social media
account. Even though many children don’t have desktop computers anymore, our advice is to
have a central place where devices are kept at bedtime. Having a screen in any bedroom is a
risk that no one should be taking. Children are more likely to see harmful material or share
images/texts that they will regret. So, decide the rules: where can they use their devices, when
and for how long. Then stick to them!

o Talk to your children! Over half of children surveyed by ParentsZone said they were helped by
talking to their parents about issues and they believe that supportive parenting is essential.
o Help your children think critically about what they are reading online –just because Kim
Kardashian said it or a certain celebrity on Instagram disagrees with, it doesn’t mean that it’s
reliable –is WIKI reliable?!
o Teach them to ‘Stop and Think’ – once it’s been written they can’t take it back and even the
simple WhatsApp thread or message group that they are on can see our children posting
messages and pictures that they will regret when they are older. Children are still children and
they are now able to make normal mistakes in a very public forum.

Little Chicks!
Our chicks hatched last week and Year 2 are keeping busy looking after them. We have been
learning about the life cycle of a chicken.

Recommended Read (Ages 4-5 and up)
Not In that Dress, Princess! I Author: Wendy Meddour
Princess Bess is infuriated that she is treated differently from her two brothers, Prince More and
Prince Less, who are free to do whatever they choose. When Bess wants to play football, climb
trees or feed the pigs, she is repeatedly told ‘Not in that dress!’ Frustrated at this inequality, she
is determined to prove that being a girl is not a hindrance to having fun and trying new things.
She proceeds to launch a rocket, ski through a blizzard and brush a lion’s mane, all while
wearing a dress.
The repetitive, rhyming text is great to read aloud and will encourage children to join in with the
words. Colourful, lively illustrations fill every page and provide lots of humour and visual interest
to engage the reader. This light-hearted, imaginative picture book contains an important
underlying message, that gender is not a barrier to following dreams and embarking on
adventures, big and small. Featuring ethnically diverse characters, this inclusive tale joyfully
celebrates gender equality, individuality and self-expression.

Bike to School Day
Wednesday 5th May marks our next ‘Bike to School’ day where children can show their
responsibility to stay healthy. We hope to see many of you coming in with your bikes.
Furthermore, we would also like to provide an additional challenge and allow children to show
their POW value of creativity by adding interesting designs and props to their bikes. The best
designs will be judged by Mrs Scott and shown in next week’s newsletter.

Gold Awards
We continue to award children each week for showing their POW values and showing
Excellent Learning and Friendship. Here are the gold awards for this week.

Puffins - Sonny
Sonny has worked really well this week and focused on
producing some amazing pieces of work. Great job.

Blackbirds - Freddie
Freddie for showing his POW values of politeness,
patience, self-control, independence and responsibility
this week and being such a good role model to his
friends.

Ducklings - Lilly
Lilly has completed some amazing writing this week during our
Talk for Writing sessions. She wrote a fantastic sentence and
was able to check her work using the ‘super sentence checker’.
Well done Lilly!

Robins - Rocco
Rocco has been consistently polite and ready to learn. He has set the example for
the class and models the expectation to follow. He has been working exceptionally
hard in mathematics and practising his handwriting. He has taken feedback and tried
his very best to implement it into his writing. I have been very impressed with Rocco.
Keep up the excellent work!

Warblers - Maisy

Kingfishers - Elsie

Maisy has shown fantastic patience and resilience with
her reading this week. Keep going, Maisy! We are all so
very proud of you. Well done.

Elsie for her amazing skipping! What a talent you
have. We could all see that you must have worked really
hard for many hours to develop such a pace - great
perseverance Elsie.

Nightingales - Erin

Sandmartins - Lola

Avocets - Lulu

Erin always shows her kindness and empathy POW
values. Well done for being such a positive role model
to the rest of Year 3!

Lola has been striving for a five in her fraction work
in maths and is working so hard. Well done.

Lulu has shown fantastic participation this week in all
aspects of her learning and has shown great
perseverance in her work. Well done Lulu!

Oystercatchers - Lottie

Herons - Billy and Lia

Lottie has settled into Oystercatchers beautifully. She has
been showing her POW value of perseverance this week in all
aspects of learning. We are very lucky to have you, Lottie! Keep
up the spectacular work.

Billy and Lia for showing perseverance and
independence by being 7 times readers at home, which
is positively affecting their writing and reading in
school.

Razorbills - Adrian
Adrian for improving his presentation in his writing, showing
that if you take your time and put in the hard work, it is worth
it.

Cranes - Piotr
Piotr for his fantastic homework efforts, taking time
and consideration over his work and producing a
fantastic 3d drawing. Well done Piotr!

Swifts - Max

Doves—Jack

Max for increasing maturity in his attitude towards
school and others, well done Max.

For the wonderful positive approach that he adopts
for all learning tasks set. He is a kind and caring
member of the class and brightens everyone’s day.
Well done, Jack!

