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Math and Science Connection
I have attached a two page educational newsletter called the Math and Science Connection, which is filled
with excellent tips for parents. Enjoy!
SBAC and VT Sci. Assessment Testing Information and Test Taking Strategies
This May, our school will join thousands of schools across the United States in the administration of the
Smarter Balanced Assessments (SBAC). These tests are designed for students in grades 3-8 and 11, and will
measure achievement in English Language Arts and Mathematics. We are asking for perfect attendance and
by giving these dates early, we are hoping you can avoid doctor and dentist appointments during testing
times. Our SBAC schedule for testing is as follows:
SBAC for Grades 3-8:
Tuesday, May 18, 2021 8:20 to 11:30 am - ELA Computer Adaptive Test (CAT)
Wednesday, May 19, 2021 8:20 to 11:20 am - ELA Performance Task (PT)
Thursday, May 20, 2021 8:20 to 11:20 am - Math Computer Adaptive Test (CAT)
No testing on Friday, May 21, 2021
Tuesday, May 25, 2021 8:20 to 11:30 am - Make up testing for students absent last week
Wednesday, May 26, 2021 8:20 to 11:20 am - Math Performance Task (PT)
Thursday and Friday, May 27 and 28, 2021 are make-up testing days
Students who have not completed testing during the morning will be able to continue in the afternoon
after lunch and recess. The Smarter Balanced tests are not timed. However, the total time students will be
involved in the testing is estimated to be about 6 hours which will be spread out across several days. The new
tests employ a variety of innovations, including the following:
● All testing is administered using a secure online assessment system that includes a variety of tools
and technology enhanced test questions that will improve the assessment experience for our students
● Foremost among the new technologies is Computer Adaptive Testing or CAT. CAT selects a unique
set of test questions for each student that will produce very precise results in less time than the last
generation of pencil and paper tests.
● In addition to the CAT portion of the test, students will also participate in a hands-on, minds-on
performance task that permits students to use their skills on an authentic and engaging challenge.
● The assessment also includes an array of embedded accessibility tools for special populations –
features such as read aloud, color and contrast choices, expandable reading passages, key word
translation glossaries, American Sign Language translation, Braille, and many others
● Because the test is administered on computer results will be returned to schools very quickly. We
can expect school scores by early July, and individual student scores before that.

To learn more about Smarter Balanced, log on to the VT Smarter Balanced Assessment Portal where you
will find additional information for parents, as well as practice tests that will allow you to try out the test
your student will be taking this spring. Here is the link: http://vt.portal.airast.org/.
Please note that Vermont’s test delivery system uses state of the art security features that will protect our
students’ privacy, and will adhere to all federal and state confidentiality regulations, including but not limited
to the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).
The VT Science Assessment will be given this year to Grades 5 and 8, using this schedule:
Tuesday, May 4th and Wednesday, May 5th, 8:20 to 10:20 am
Make up testing dates are May 6th and 7th.
Here are some very good test taking tips. It would be very helpful if parents reviewed these strategies with
their children before the May tests begin.
SBAC and VT Science Assessment Test Taking Tips for Grades 3-8
Here are some common sense test taking strategies:
● Read all questions carefully and follow directions; if you must guess, go with your first response
● Leave nothing blank; look for the “best” answer
● Answer the questions you know first, then go back and try your best on other questions – take your
time, these are not timed tests
● SBAC will allow you to go back and check answers and respond to skipped ones if you do so
within 20 minutes, so be aware of this time constraint; as long as you do not end the testing session
you can go back to questions you have flagged for review
● If unsure, narrow your answer to two choices and then guess
● Look for key words in the question to help you select the response
● Check your answers if time permits
● Use tools like scratch paper
● Do not exit the SBAC test without checking with your teacher first
Time-honored ways to prepare students for any important event or test:
● Get lots of sleep so you are rested and ready
● Eat a healthy breakfast so a grumbling tummy will not interfere with concentration
● Have a relaxing and calm day (no sibling or bus ride squabbles)
● Drink lots of water as it stimulates the brain
● Have a positive attitude about the test; it’s just another tool we use to measure learning so we can
better help students.
● Talk about the test; share your concerns and fears with someone you trust; it helps to get it out
there- then go do your best!
● Come to school on time to avoid any anxiousness or stressors
● Have perfect attendance during testing week
● This is good practice for all the tests we will encounter in life, from getting a driver’s license to
earning the right to hunt. Embrace it and acknowledge it as just a part of life
We have purchased gum for students who select to chew during tests, (check out the research on gum and
test taking). If you have any questions, please feel free to give me a call. TEAM WORK….we can do this!

Have a spectacular weekend,
JeanMarie
JeanMarie K. Oakman, WS Principal

