











definition of “seriously disruptive of the educational process™ shall apply to all
portions of this Policy.

. Suspension means the exclusion of a student from school and/or transportation
services for not more than ten (10) consecutive school days, provided such
suspension shall not extend beyond the end of the school year in which such
suspension is imposed; and further provided no student shall be suspended more than
ten (10) times or a total of fifty (50) days in one school year, whichever results in
fewer days of exclusion, unless such student is granted a formal hearing as provided
below. Suspensions shall be in-school suspensions, unless the administration
determines that the pupil being suspended (1) poses such a danger to persons or
property or such a disruption of the educational process that the pupil shall be
excluded from school during the period of suspension, or (2) the administration
determines that an out-of-school suspension is appropriate for such pupil based on
evidence of previous disciplinary problems that have led to suspensions or expulsion
of such pupil, and (B) efforts by the administration to address such disciplinary
problems through means other than out-of-school suspension or expulsion, including
positive behavioral support strategies.

Notwithstanding the foregoing, the reassignment of a student from one regular
education classroom program in the district to another regular education classroom ‘
program in the district shall not constitute a suspension or expulsion.

. Expulsion is the exclusion from school privileges for more than ten (10) consecutive
school days, and is deemed to include, but not be limited to, exclusion from the
school to which the student was assigned at the time the disciplinary action was
taken, provided the exclusion, does not extend beyond a period of one calendar year.

. Bullying is defined as the repeated use by one or more students of a written, -oral or
electronic communication, such as cyberbullying, directed at or referring to another
student attending school in the same school district, or a physical act or gesture by
one or more students repeatedly directed at another student attending school in the
same district that:

a) Causes physical or emotional harm to such student or damage to such student's
property;

b) Places such student in reasonable fear of harm to himself or herself or of damage
to his or her property;

c) Creates a hostile environment at school for such student;

d) Infringes on the rights of such student at school; or substantially disrupts the
education process or the orderly operation of a school.

Bullying shall include, but is not limited to, a written, oral or electronic
communication or physical act or gesture based on any actual or perceived
differentiating characteristic, such as race, color, religion, ancestry, national origin,
gender, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, socioeconomic status,
academic status, physical appearance, or mental, physical, developmental or sensory
disability, or by association with an individual or group who has or is perceived to
have one or more of such characteristics.

Bullying may take many forms, such as but not limited to:
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physical violence and attacks;

taunts, name-calling or discriminatory slurs, including but not limited to insulting,
disparaging or derogatory comments regarding a person’s race, religion, sex,
sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, religion, national or ethnic
background, disability, physical appearance, socioeconomic status, or a student’s
association with a person or group who has or is perceived to have one or more
such characteristics;

threats and intimidation;

extortion or stealing of money and possessions; and

cyberbullying

berbullying means any act of bullying through the use of the Internet, interactive

and digital technologies, cellular mobile telephone or other mobile electronic devices
or any electronic communications. Bullying is prohibited on school grounds, at any
school-sponsored or school-related activity, function or program, whether on or off
school grounds, at a school bus stop, on a school bus or other vehicle-owned, leased
or used by a local or regional board of education, or through the use of an electronic
device or an electronic mobile device-owned, leased or used by at the local or
regional board of education.

Scope of the Student Discipline Policy

A. Conduct on School Grounds or at a School-Sponsored Activity:

B.

Students may be disciplined for conduct on school grounds or at any school-
sponsored activity that endangers persons or property, is seriously disruptive of the
educational process, or that violates a publicized policy of the Board.

Conduct off School Grounds:

1.

Students may be suspended or expelled for conduct oft school grounds if such
conduct is seriously disruptive of the educational process and violative of a
publicized policy of the Board. In making a determination as to whether such
conduct is seriously disruptive of the educational process, the Administration and
the Board of Education may consider, but such consideration shall not be limited
to, the following factors: (1) whether the incident occurred within close
proximity of a school; (2) whether other students from the school were involved
or whether there was any gang involvement; (3) whether the conduct involved
violence, threats of violence, or the unlawful use of a weapon, as defined in
section Conn. Gen. Stat. § 29-38, and whether any injuries occurred; and (4)
whether the conduct involved the use of alcohol.

In making a determination as to whether such conduct is seriously disruptive of
the educational process, the Administration and/or the Board of Education may
also consider whether such off-campus conduct involved the illegal use of drugs.

Actions Leading to Disciplinary Action, including Removal from Class, Suspension

and/or Expulsion

Conduct which may lead to disciplinary action (including, but not limited to, removal

from class, suspension and/or expulsion) includes conduct on school grounds or at a
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B.

10.

11.

12.

13.

address if known by the principal or designee), offering the parent or guardian
an opportunity for a conference to discuss same.

In all cases, the parent or guardian of any minor student who has been
suspended shall be given notice of such suspension within twenty-four (24)
hours of the time of the institution of the suspension.

Not later than twenty-four (24) hours after the commencement of the
suspension, the principal or designee shall also notify the Superintendent or
his/her designee of the name of the student being suspended and the reason for
the suspension.

The student shall be allowed to complete any classwork, including
examinations, without penalty, which he or she missed while under suspension.

The school administration may, in its discretion, shorten or waive the
suspension period for a student who has not previously been suspended or
expelled, if the student completes an administration-specified program and
meets any other conditions required by the administration. Such administration-
specified program shall not require the student and/or the student’s parents to
pay for participation in the program.

Notice of the suspension shall be recorded in the student's cumulative
educational record. Such notice shall be expunged from the cumulative
educational record if the student graduates from high school. In cases where the
student’s period of suspension is shortened or waived in accordance with
Section VI.A(9), above, the administration may choose to expunge the
suspension notice from the cumulative record at the time the student completes
the administration-specified program and meets any other conditions required
by the administration.

If the student has not previously been suspended or expelled, and the
administration chooses to expunge the suspension notice from the student’s
cumulative record prior to graduation, the administration may refer to the
existence of the expunged disciplinary notice, notwithstanding the fact that such
notice may have been expunged from the student’s cumulative file, for the
limited purpose of determining whether any subsequent suspensions or
expulsions by the student would constitute the student’s first such offense.

The decision of the principal or designee with regard to disciplinary actions up
to and including suspensions shall be final.

During the period of suspension, the student shall not be permitted to be on
school property and shall not be permitted to attend or participate in any school-
sponsored activities, unless the principal specifically authorizes the student to
enter school property for a specified purpose or to participate in a particular
school-sponsored activity.

In cases where the student where a suspension will result in the student's being

suspended more than ten (10) times or for fifty (50) days in a school year, whichever
results in fewer days of exclusion, the student shall, prior to suspension, be granted a
formal hearing before the Board of Education. The principal or designee shall report
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