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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

TUESDAY, MAY 4, 2021, 7:00 PM 
ZOOM MEETING 

 (INSTRUCTIONS TO JOIN VIRTUAL MEETING PROVIDED BELOW) 

I. CALL TO ORDER:
II. PUBLIC COMMENTS (On Non-Agenda Items):
III. ACTIVE BUSINESS:

1. Plan of Conservation & Development, Chapter 4 - Conservation Strategies, Natural Resource
Preservation
a. List of Priority Parcels for Farmland and Open Space - Draft May 4, 2021

2. Update – Ellington Hockanum River Committee: Harford/Nickerson – Leads
a. Memo from First Selectman Lori Spielman for Request to Combine Ellington Hockanum River

Committee with the Ad Hoc Ellington Trails Committee

b. Ad Hoc Ellington Trails Committee – Monthly agenda/minutes

3. Report - Working Farmland Preservation Program:
a. Memo from Water Pollution Control Authority Administrator for potential expansion to the sanitary

sewer district to include Planned Commercial and agricultural properties along Jobs Hill Road and
Tomoka Avenue.

4. Report - Open Space Preservation Program: Gage – Lead

IV. ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS:

1. FY 20-21 Budget Expenditure Update

2. Approval of the April 6, 2021 regular meeting minutes

3. Correspondence:
a. Letter from Pullman & Comley for CTEC Solar, LLC, dated April 13, 2021, submittal of a Petition for

Declaratory Ruling to the Connecticut Siting Council for two solar-based electric generating facilities
at 277 Sadds Mill Road, Ellington, CT.

V. ADJOURNMENT:
Note:  Next regular meeting is scheduled for June 1, 2021 

In order to comply with COVID-19 limited in-person meetings and social distancing requirements, this meeting will be conducted 
using the online video conferencing service provider Zoom. Meeting details will be provided on the Agenda and posted on the 
Ellington webpage (www.ellington-ct.gov), Agenda & Minutes, Conservation Commission. 

Join Zoom Meeting via link: Join Zoom Meeting by phone: 
https://zoom.us/j/98174537107 1-646-558-8656 US (New York)
Meeting ID: 981 7453 7107 Meeting ID: 981 7453 7107
Password: 778589 Password: 778589
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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, APRIL 6, 2021, 7:00 PM 
ZOOM MEETING 

PRESENT: Chairman Rebecca Quarno, Regular Members Sean Dwyer, Laurie Burstein, 
James Gage and Alternates Ann Harford and Jessica Fay 

ABSENT: Vice Chairman David Bidwell, Regular Members Robert Zielfelder and George 
Nickerson 

STAFF: Lisa Houlihan, Town Planner and Christine Post, Recording Clerk 

I. CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Rebecca Quarno called the Conservation Commission
meeting to order at 7:05 PM.

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS (On Non-Agenda Items): NONE

Ill. ACTIVE BUSINESS: 

1. Plan of Conservation and Development: Chapter 4 - Conservation Strategies, Natural
Resource Preservation

Chairman Quarno introduced the topic and asked if any of the commissioners had read
the chapter and had any ideas that the commission could start addressing. Commissioner
Gage stated he felt that a good direction would be to establish a list of high priority
parcels the town could acquire for preservation farmland and open space and indicated
that he had 18 properties on his list so far. Ms. Houlihan offered to utilize the GIS map
system to assist in identifying ownership and property conditions to create a data base.
Ms. Houlihan also suggested the commission can use the current open space ranking
system to determine a hierarchy of priority parcels.

Chairman Quarno speculated there might be a value to go through this process and
present the commission's findings to the Board of Selectmen to get a baseline reaction
from them with regard to specific parcels and gauge the Board's support and potentially
involve the Trails Committee as well.

Ms. Houlihan gave the commissioners an overview of how to use the GIS map system
and she will create a priority list based upon Commissioner Gage's list and include it in
next month's meeting packet to review and discuss along with a blank ranking sheet.

Commissioner Dwyer asked if there were any properties that should be considered for
historical preservation. Ms. Houlihan replied that there was a commission established in
1990's and there are over 100 parcels listed on the National Registry of Historic Places
but there is no formal historic district commission and there are no parcels that she's
aware of that have not been identified and/or aren't already somewhat protected.
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