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Preparing for this school year with the extraordinary circumstances due to COVID-19
required an even deeper level of planning to ensure not only excellent and equitable
instruction and learning for all of our Lions, but also the safety and wellbeing of our
students and staff.

Because school districts are unable to provide the preferred traditional school model, the
pandemic required us to apply innovative problem solving--anchored in the guidelines by
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Governor Greg Abbott, and the
Texas Education Agency--to redefine our learning environments.

This fall, we have the benefit of lessons learned from the spring distance learning launch
as well as the valuable insight from both teachers and parents to apply to model design
for this school year. As a result, parents will be able to select an instructional and
learning environment that is best for your family.

Whether you select distance or on-campus learning, Lockhart ISD will provide your child
with a Chromebook and school supplies to ensure every Lion is prepared for success. In
addition, we want to provide the following assurances:

Safety is the highest priority for our students and staff.
Safety protocols will be in place for on-campus instruction.
All students and staff will be required to wear a mask or face shield in LISD
facilities.
We will continue educating our students with the same high standards for all.

e Final decisions will be made and adjusted to remain in compliance with current
state guidelines.

e The district will maintain transparency with frequent, timely, and accurate
communication.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you in advance for your continued trust,
patience, and grace as we try to provide stability, comfort, and direction during these
unpredictable times. If you have any questions about this plan or any other concerns,
please feel free to email LISDCovidQuestions@lockhart.txed.net or call 512-398-0000.

Task Force for Reopening Schools

A task force of teachers and district leaders, along with review by Caldwell County Chief
Medical Officer, forged a pathway to the reopening of our schools. With the district
prioritizing the safety and well-being of our students, staff, and community, we have
identified guiding principles to formulate our path in setting up safe learning
environments for both our students and staff.
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Guiding Principles to Reopening Schools

1. Plan for multiple scenarios to ensure students and staff are challenged, healthy,
engaged, safe, and supported.

2. Build infrastructure and resilience for an ever-changing landscape (policies,
resources, budget).

3. Ensure equitable access to resources needed for learning.

4. Plan to equip staff with professional development and skills needed for
instructional technology and social emotional support.

5. Transform teaching and learning across LISD to the LISD VIP model.

6. Prepare for changes in Human Resource Management and practices.

KEINOUK'<EINCIEY I1QAQLAGA)
In order to provide the safest start of school for our
students and staff and to allow for proper training and
planning, Lockhart ISD amended the academic

calendar, with LISD Board approval. The first day of
school for all Lions is now Monday, August 24, 2020.

e I.ockhurl Imlependcnt School Dlstrlc( .

All students, whether you chose on-campus or
distance learning as your preferred learning
environment, will participate in online instruction for
the first three weeks of school (August 24 -
September 11, 2020).

Seardapproved 23720

On-campus learners will come to campus beginning Monday, September 14, 2020.
Distance learners will continue their instruction online.

Click here to download the new Academic Calendar for 2020-2021.
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The role of LISD school nurses is critical especially
during this pandemic. They deliver health care

services in an educational setting, manage health

. clinic operations, monitor the trends in symptoms and

illnesses campus-wide, and provide guidance to

‘?; — leadership and staff on appropriate practices to
w- gt
d

support student and staff health. All nurses will
continue to work in partnership with community
health care providers, Texas Department of Health
and Human Services, Texas Education Agency, and
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC).

e To prevent exposure to infectious diseases for vulnerable students receiving other
medical treatments, all student visits to the Health Office will be triaged.
Care that can be provided in the classroom will be handled there (minor first aid).
Students presenting potential COVID-19 symptoms will be isolated until a
parent/guardian is able to pick up the student.

e A separate location for dispensing medication and addressing other student
illnessesl/injuries not related to COVID-19 will be used.

<€D DL|cUKEHECTUNSEY 1lcSr<A0BLYR

Lockhart ISD understands the foundation of a healthy partnership is trust, and the district
works hard to build and maintain staff, parent, and community trust through providing
frequent, timely, and accurate information. We support equitable access to important
information by ensuring our communication is provided in both English and Spanish,
matching the language preferences indicated by parents.

Communication is especially important during this global pandemic. To help you
understand what to expect, we would like to provide the guidelines the district and
campuses will use to initiate COVID-19 related communication with parents during the
school year.
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