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ES Parent Coffee     April 26, 2021 

Campus Upgrade Project (CUP) 

The New Elementary Building For 2023 -2024

Singapore American School





Elementary school leadership team

David Hoss
Elementary Principal

Jo McIlroy
Deputy Principal Early Learning 

Center

Dr. Lisa Wan
Deputy Principal Kindergarten, 

Grade 1

Dr. Amanda Wood
Deputy Principal Grade 2 

and 3

Dr. Susan Shaw
Deputy Principal Grade 4 

and 5

Ken Schunk
Deputy Principal Specialists and 

Facilities
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Factors That Contributed to Reimagining the SAS Campus

Research & Development Work
New Ways of Learning & Teaching
Engaging the Help of Fielding International 
Seeking Input from Parents, Staff, Faculty & Students 
Making a Decision on Whether to go Forward with a 
Campus Upgading Project (CUP)
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                        SOME DESIGN PRINCIPLES
          
CREATE FLEXIBLE LEARNING SPACES 

PUT AN INQUIRY APPROACH AT THE HEART OF LEARNING

MAXIMISE LEARNING TIME - CENTRALIZE 

PROMOTE STUDENT AGENCY

CREATE A WORLD LANGUAGE ENVIRONMENT

MAKE DINING AN ENJOYABLE SOCIAL  EXPERIENCE

CONNECT TO NATURE

PROMOTE HEALTH AND WELL BEING

FOCUS ON SUSTAINABILITY 
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Inspiration from Singapore and SAS
The Campus as a Living Connected Laboratory
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Existing
PHASING

Demolition

Renovation

New Construction

KEY

Hoarding Boundary

Time Controlled Access

Construction Access
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Phase 0
PHASING

Temp. Baseball 
and MP Field

Temp. Football 
Field

Temp. Tennis 
Courts (4)

Temp. Pedestrian 
Bridge

Demolition

Renovation

New Construction

KEY

Hoarding Boundary

Time Controlled Access

Construction Access
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Phase 1
PHASING

New 50m Pool New APEx 
Addition

New Perch New Grandstands

New Elementary 
School

Demolition

Renovation

New Construction

KEY

Hoarding Boundary

Time Controlled Access

Construction Access
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=27fN-1lJZhQ
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Phase 2
PHASING

MIDDLE SCHOOL
d) Multipurpose field & 
Car Park

e) MS Dining Block

f) MS Block

CAMPUS WIDE
g) Renovate S-Block, 
Drama Centre

HIGH SCHOOL
h) Renovate HS (Hs 
Dining area)

New MP 
Field/Car Park 

New MS 
Dining

Renovate S 
Block/Drama

New MS 
Block

Renovate 
HS Dining

Demolition

Renovation

New Construction

KEY

Hoarding Boundary

Time Controlled Access

Construction Access
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Phase 3
PHASING

HIGH SCHOOL
b) Atrium and 
“ShopHouse” (piling 
works)

CAMPUS WIDE
c) New Welcome 
Centre 

d) Campus Square

e) Performing Art 
Lobby

New Campus 
Square

New Welcome 
Center

New PA 
Lobby

New Atrium 
& Shophouse

Demolition

Renovation

New Construction

KEY

Hoarding Boundary

Time Controlled Access

Construction Access



THE REIMAGINED CAMPUS
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COI Library
COI A centralized Library will inspire inquiry with 

emphasis on the of developmental needs of 
children through different stages of literacy, 
discovery, consumption, and production. 

8Inquiry is at the heart of learning, and sets the 
conditions for the learning environment.1







COVERED BUS BAY - An Arrival of Whimsy and Joy

Key 
Plan
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Central Play Park
Landscape and Play Parks
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BUILDING ORGANIZATION

Legend

PE/Music

Dining

Learning Community

World Language

Administration

Center of Innovation

Level 6

Level 5

Level 4

Level 3
“Podium”

Level 1

Roof

Level 2G1

G1

ELC

G3
G3

G2G5
G5

G4
G4

K

G2

WL

WL

CAFE

CAFE

COI

COI
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MAKING A BIG SCHOOL FEEL SMALL 
EASY ACCESS TO DINING

LEVEL 6 ROOF
13: Rooftop Play Park / 1,000SM / 142 students
14: Rooftop Play Park / 500SM / 71 students
15: Rooftop Play Park / 1,000SM / 142 students
16: Rooftop Play Park / 1,000SM / 142 students

LEVEL 3
11: Uncovered Cafe Play Parks / 1,000SM / 142 
students
12: Covered Cafe Play Parks / 1,000SM / 142 
students

LEVEL 2
4: Grade 1 Terrace (S&W)  / 1,000SM / 142 
students
5: Grade 1 Play Park + Music Amphitheater / 
1,850SM / 264 students
6: Central Play Park / 2,150SM / 307 students
7: Kindergarten Play Space / 375SM / 53 
students
8: Counseling + Grade 1 Cafe Extension East / 
275SM / 39 students
9: ELC Courtyard / 940SM / 134 students
10: ELC Play Space / 260SM / 37 students

LEVEL 1
1: Softball Field / 1,650SM 
2: Field / 9,565SM / 1,366 students
3: Bus Park Covered Playspace / 3,850SM 
/ 550 students

Level 4
Grade 2-5 Cafes

Level 3
ELC, K, Grade 1

Building organization will 
maximize learning time 
and provide intentional 
and meaningful means of 
circulation.

4

Dining is a valued and 
enjoyable learning 
experience.

10
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BUILDING ORGANIZATION
Play Space

LEVEL 6 ROOF
13: Rooftop Play Park / 1,000SM / 142 students
14: Rooftop Play Park / 500SM / 71 students
15: Rooftop Play Park / 1,000SM / 142 students
16: Rooftop Play Park / 1,000SM / 142 students

LEVEL 3
11: Uncovered Cafe Play Parks / 1,000SM / 142 
students
12: Covered Cafe Play Parks / 1,000SM / 142 
students

LEVEL 2
4: Grade 1 Terrace (S&W)  / 1,000SM / 142 
students
5: Grade 1 Play Park + Music Amphitheater / 
1,850SM / 264 students
6: Central Play Park / 2,150SM / 307 students
7: Kindergarten Play Space / 375SM / 53 
students
8: Counseling + Grade 1 Cafe Extension East / 
275SM / 39 students
9: ELC Courtyard / 940SM / 134 students
10: ELC Play Space / 260SM / 37 students

LEVEL 1
1: Softball Field / 1,650SM 
2: Field / 9,565SM / 1,366 students
3: Bus Park Covered Playspace / 3,850SM 
/ 550 students

Level 4
Social Spaces

Level 3
Play Parks

Level 1
Bus Bay / Hardcourt

Roof
Footsal, Playground

Learning environments will 
have strong connections to 
nature with accessible outdoor 
play parks throughout the 
building.

3
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STUDENT CAPACITY AND ORGANIZATION
FLEXIBILITY THROUGH VARIETY

88 88

Learning 
Community
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                       LEARNING  COMMUNITIES

                       LEARNING NEIGHBORHOODS
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BUILDING ORGANIZATION

Legend

PE/Music

Dining

Learning Community

World Language

Administration

Center of Innovation

Level 6

Level 5

Level 4

Level 3
“Podium”

Level 1

Roof

Level 2G1

G1

ELC

G3
G3

G2G5
G5

G4
G4

K

G2

WL

WL

CAFE

CAFE

COI

COI
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Flexibility through 
Variety
Learning 
Studio
(80sm)

Project Studio
(97sm)

Teacher 
Workshop
(90sm)

Commons
(155sm)Small 

Group
(80sm)

“Cave”
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A VARIETY OF LEARNING SPACES
FLEXIBILITY THROUGH VARIETY

Project Studio - 97sm

Learning Studio - 75-80sm

Flexible Studio - 75sm

Teacher Workroom - 90sm

Small Group Room - 13sm
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COMMONS AND FLEXIBLE LEARNING STUDIO
FLEXIBILITY THROUGH VARIETY
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                                                           QUESTIONS?



EXit Ticket
What comments or questions do you have 
regarding ES campus upgrade? 

https://forms.gle/PAT2St
7fYqwQejMk8

Ken Schunk
kschunk@sas.edu.sg

https://forms.gle/PAT2St7fYqwQejMk8
https://forms.gle/PAT2St7fYqwQejMk8

