Friday 23 April 2021

NEWSLETTER
Message from Mr O’Regan
Welcome back to all our children, parents and carers.
From what we have seen this week, the children and staff alike have been very positive about
a full return to school at the start of a new term. I am certain that our parents and carers would
agree that the uncertainty of previous terms and the lockdown in January brought its own
challenges and that a fresh start this term is very much the positive change we needed.
In true West St Leonards fashion, this first week has been full of fantastic experiences for children
through the visitors and events that have occurred. We were fortunate to have two local youth
officers from Sussex police come and speak to the children about staying safe online and in the
local community. Children learnt about how to keep personal information safe and who the
people are that can help us at times where we do not feel safe.
Year 2 have also been fortunate enough to be looking
after chicks that hatched on Thursday morning to the
delight of the whole school who saw the chicks during
Thursday’s assembly.
Year 6 enjoyed a step back in time, with a Victorian
workshop as their stunning start.
Finally, you will have no doubt seen the flamboyance
of flamingos as you entered the school site on
Wednesday morning. Needless to say, children have
been able to see that the teaching and learning is very
much at the forefront of the coming terms.
In regards to our safety measures, we continue to use our one-way system and thank you for
continuing to wear masks on site. This will ensure the utmost safety and wellbeing of the
community and ensure that disruptions to the learning through bubble closures are significantly
reduced.
Happy St George’s Day

Flamingoed!
What a great time we had on Wellbeing Wednesday this week when a "flamboyance of
flamingos" came flocking to our school grounds! In Year 2 we enjoyed reading to the flamingos
in the afternoon and all year groups enjoyed creative sessions with the flamingos as their
theme.

Tremendous Readers
Reception: Czarek and Reuben
Year 1: Aimee and Jamie
Year 2: Fletcher
Year 3: Mikolaj
Year 4: Orla
Year 5: Piotr
Year 6: Daniel

A Little Sing-Along...
Here are Blackbirds enjoying a springtime singing session with Mr Elvy this week.

Y1 Handwriting Heroes
Well done to everyone who practised their handwriting last week, and to Jack and Amy our
Handwriting Heroes.
Our next focus is the 'down and retrace upwards' letter family. Click here for videos to support
the correct formation.
Please return your handwriting practice on Monday with your name on it.
Who will be the next handwriting heroes?
Good luck everyone and happy handwriting!

Visit from Police Youth Officers
On Wednesday, we had PC Renel and PC Donaldson visit our classes to talk about their roles in
the community and to help children understand the importance of being safe online and
around other people. Children also enjoyed asking questions about the police uniform.
At the end of the day, both police officers told us how we had the most well behaved children
of any school they had visited.

Water Bottles and Snacks
A reminder that only water bottles are allowed in the classroom and if you send a breaktime
snack for your child, please make sure it is only fruit or vegetables. No cereal bars or crisps.

Activity Packs
We hope that the children enjoyed the activity packs given to them at the end of last term,
provided by the Hastings Opportunity Area Scheme. In the pack was an evaluation form for
your completion. Kindly complete these and return them to your child's teacher.

Politeness Cup
Celebrating our super polite children who put a smile on our faces. We focus on many POW
values each week but we know how politeness can support them all. Well done to Izzabella
(Y1), Stuart (Y5) and Sam (Y5).

Izzabella

The Big Ask
The Children’s Commissioner for England speaks up for children in England, stands up for their
rights, and makes sure that the people in power listen to what children need and want. She is
launching a once-in-a-generation review of children's lives.
This is the largest ever survey of children and young people in England and will be used to show
the government what you think, and what children need to live happier lives.
This survey will only take you 5-10 minutes.

Please click here for more information and to take part.

Steps in Time Victorian Workshop
Year 6 took part in a Victorian workshop today as part of their 'Stunning Start' to the new topic.
Through the eyes of Charlie the shoe shine boy, we learnt about what life was like in a Victorian
town. We met some very funny and strange characters from Mr. Flint the market manager to
Madame Sylvie the fortune teller. It was a fabulous and engaging start to our unit and we are
really looking forward to learning more about Victorian life!

Recommended Read (Reading age 9+)
The Boy Who Met A Whale I Author: Nizrana Farook
Razi can’t resist an early-morning trip to the beach to watch the newly-hatched turtles battling
their way towards the sea. But the calm of the day is disturbed when he spots a tiny boat
bobbing towards the shore. And hanging over the side is a small, still hand.
The boy in the boat is clearly in a bad way so when he starts telling tales of murdered sailors,
missing treasure and giant sea monsters, Razi and his sister can’t tell if he’s delusional, a very
good liar or is truly in the midst of the most exciting story they’ve ever heard.
But excitement turns to jeopardy as they find themselves pursued by dangerous, ruthless
criminals.

Page one of this thrilling adventure throws readers into a violent storm at
sea aboard a sinking ship. Page two adds a murderous first mate and a
mysterious scroll. By page four, the ship and its crew are lost.
From then on, the story is one of contrasts: the beautiful serenity of a
remote island nation, edge-of-seat thrills and nerve-jangling brushes with
death and the quiet tragedy and triumphs of complicated personal
experiences. A great story with wide appeal for many confident readers.

Gold Awards
We continue to award children each week for showing their POW values and showing
Excellent Learning and Friendship. Here are the gold awards for this week.

Puffins - George
George for his brilliant writing. You are making great
progress so well done.

Blackbirds - Aiyla
Aiyla, for excellent. work this week in our football
lessons in PE. Aiyla showed such determination to
control the ball when dribbling it through the cones and
impressive accuracy when shooting the ball to the goal!

Ducklings - Lottie
Lottie has had a fantastic start to the term. She has tried her
best in every lesson, completing beautiful writing and
showing fantastic phonics skills. She has shown resilience
in her work and always tries her best.

Robins - Imogen
Imogen, for always being ready to work. She is consistently polite,
kind, positive and never afraid of asking for help. Imogen has
been providing ideas, answers and thoughts throughout the week,
maintaining that excellent attitude towards her learning.

Warblers - Harry

Kingfishers - Elsie

Harry for always showing amazing politeness and
trying so hard with all of his work.

Elsie for her great handwriting progress and her
growing confidence with her Maths fluency—well
done Elsie!

Nightingales - Mae

Sandmartins - Yusriyah

Avocets - Olivia

Mae, for showing her independence POW value throughout the
week. Mae has been using her “fours steps to
success” strategy to great effect and has been completing her work
independently. Well done, Mae!

Yusriyah for a fantastic effort in her maths learning, striving for
a five and being a good role model to others in maths mastery.
Great knowledge and understanding of parts and wholes this week!

Olivia for showing fantastic resilience during her work
this week. Even when Olivia finds things tricky, she
never gives up! Keep up the hard work.

Oystercatchers - Tommy

Herons - Tyler

Tommy has shown excellent learning and friendship this
week. He has been working tirelessly in his maths lessons. His
contribution in PE this week has been superb. Keep up
the fantastic work Tommy!

Tyler for his positive attitude towards his work and for
completing excellent writing in his history lesson this
week. Keep up the good work!

Razorbills - Amy
Amy for her excellent progress in maths and increased
confidence. She is a true example of what quality home
learning in lockdown can do to help you in school.

Cranes - Stuart and Sam
Stuart and Sam, for settling in so well this week and
showing their politeness at all times. Well done for
such a great start boys. We are all so pleased to have
you in our class!

Swifts - Cerys

Doves - Lenny

Cerys for her thoughtfulness supporting others and her
resilience and determination in trying to produce her
best work possible despite her broken wrist!

Lenny for showing a wonderful attitude towards his
learning and trying his utmost to all tasks set.

