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Next Steps for the Enumclaw School District
This year continues to present us with opportunities and challenges. We have also experienced many successes in our
schools, in our classrooms and with our students. We are so grateful to have our students back in our buildings for
the past three months. It is important to take time to reflect on all of the hard work of our parents, our staff, and our
students. The innovation, collaboration and grit demonstrated by our learning community is inspiring. One thing I have
learned in my first year as the superintendent is that this community is strong and passionate about what is best for its
members and our students. I stand in awe of how far we have come in the past year, and know that there is more work
to be done to bring our students back to full in-person learning and a return to a learning model that resembles what
school looked like in previous years. I know so many of you are eager to see us move closer to that goal. Our shared
desire is to safely return students to their classrooms for full in-person learning as soon as possible.
One of the reasons we believe we have had success in mitigating the spread of COVID is because we continue to follow
the guidelines for in-person learning: face coverings, symptom screening, cohort grouping, sanitation protocols, and
social distancing. The ability to socially distance at 6 feet has been our biggest barrier to adding more days for our
student cohorts. Our classrooms are limited by physical space and in order for us to adhere to the 6 ft guideline, the
hybrid model is required.
We continue to use the emerging research and guidance provided to us by health officials to inform our next steps.
The CDC has stated today they will be “updating K–12 school guidance to reflect the latest science on physical distance
between students in classrooms. The CDC now recommends that, with universal masking, students should maintain a
distance of at least 3 feet in classroom settings”. The updated recommendation does include exceptions when 6 feet is
still recommended. We are working with our building leaders and our staff to determine the logistical steps required for
a transition from a 6ft to a 3ft social distancing guideline. We appreciate your support and your patience as we work to
align our practices with those recommended by health officials and the most current research.
I will communicate with you, our ESD community, through this newsletter each week as soon and will provide
additional information as it becomes available. Thank you for your continued support and your partnership as we
continue to advocate for our learning community!
Serving you as a partner in educating OUR students,
Shaun V. Carey

