A letter from Dr.
March 26, 2021

Carey

The Governor and WA State DOH announced yesterday afternoon they have adopted the guidance provided by the
CDC regarding social distancing. As I shared in my last letter, the CDC has updated K–12 school guidance to reflect
the latest science on physical distance between students in classrooms. While several of the mitigation strategies
remain unchanged, the CDC and the WA State DOH now recommend that, with universal masking, students should
practice physical distancing of at least three feet or more between students within groups and in classrooms as much
as possible. The updated guidance also states:
At least six feet of distance must be maintained for the following circumstances:
• Between staff in the school building and between adults and students.
• For all staff and students
• In common areas, such as auditoriums.
• When masks can’t be worn, such as when eating.
• During activities when increased exhalation occurs, such as singing, shouting, band practice, or
physical education. These activities should be moved outdoors or to large, well-ventilated spaces
whenever possible.
We met with our union and building leaders today and are committed to working in partnership to move our district
forward. We will continue this work with all of our staff as we determine the logistical steps required for a transition
from a 6ft to a 3ft social distancing guideline. We appreciate your support and your patience as we work to align
our practices with those recommended by state officials and current research and as we establish an appropriate
timeline. As a system, several challenges and logistic considerations arise when a change is proposed to the current
instructional model and we are working to create solutions that safely move us forward.
I would also like to share with you, in addition to the efforts mentioned above, we are currently looking for a way
to provide lunchroom eating surfaces for middle and high school students. Our goal is to be able to safely provide
students with an eating surface that still allows for appropriate surface cleaning and spacing between students.
I will continue to communicate with you, our ESD community, through this newsletter each week and will provide
updated information on our continued efforts as it becomes available. Thank you for your continued support and
constructive feedback as we continue to work together during this challenging year.
Shaun V. Carey

