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WELCOME TO SWPS MUSIC DEPARTMENT
The music department is proud of the rich and varied programme of musical activities on offer for
beginners through to the more advanced performers.
Our latest Music Brochure is available on the school website and gives you an overview of our
department and what we offer. We enjoy a very busy calendar.
Besides our extensive co-curricular activities, we offer instrumental and singing lessons with highly
experienced peripatetic teaching staff should your child wish to have individual music
lessons at SWPS.

WHY TAKE INSTRUMENTAL LESSONS AT SCHOOL?
There are lots of reasons. Encouraging your child to take lessons in school will mean more flexibility
for family time in the evenings and weekends. Students also quickly settle into our music
community as the peripatetic teachers readily encourage and make recommendations for them to
join any suitable groups.
If your child does not learn an instrument at the moment starting one will provide an excellent
opportunity to be integrated into school life and to gain a new skill that can be enjoyed for life. Ask
an adult to name their greatest regret and the chances are they will say that it was not to learn an
instrument or giving one up while at school.
Our experienced, well-qualified peripatetic staff achieve very high standards and results. They
are also very amenable and our students enjoy their music lessons with them. In addition they work
very closely with the full-time music staff in producing GCSE and A-level performance coursework.

FAQS
What instruments can I learn?
Piano; Jazz piano; Electric keyboard; Voice;
Classical Guitar; Electric Guitar; Bass
Guitar; Drum Kit/Percussion; Flute;
Clarinet; Saxophone; Oboe; Recorder;
Trumpet; Cornet; French horn; Trombone;
Tuba; Violin; Viola; Cello; Double bass.
When are the lessons timetabled?
Normally during school lessons. These
are arranged on a rota basis so that
students only miss the same period once
each half-term. In Year 10 and above,
lessons are timetabled in a student’s ‘free’
period, during the lunch hour or
before/after school.
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FAQS
Can I learn two instruments at school?
It may be possible to timetable a second instrumental/singing lesson before/after school or during
lunchtime as students are only permitted to miss one school lesson each week.
Can I learn an instrument and take Speech & Drama?
This is possible but is limited by timetable constraints. Please make sure you decide on the
application form whether the instrument/singing lesson or Speech & Drama is your priority.
If I learn an instrument outside school can I join school groups?
Yes, in fact we would expect you to do so. Popular groups include the Orchestra, the School Choir
plus many smaller ensembles.
Can I take music exams at school?
Yes. We are an Associated Board Examination Centre and students who take lessons in school
usually take their grade exams here. Even if you learn outside school, we can enter you at our
centre, provided you let us know at the very start of the term. It usually makes more sense to
take the exam in school (you can practise in the actual exam room; pianists can try out the exam
piano; you don’t have to miss school; we can provide an accompanist).
Does the school run theory classes?
Yes. You need Grade 5 Theory to take Grade 6+ ABRSM practical exams. We run classes for
beginners and crash courses for those who need to take Grade 5 Theory rapidly. Classes are run at
lunchtime and after school.
Do you have aural classes?
Yes. This is part of all the practical exams and students often need extra practice at these skills.
Classes for students preparing for their exams are run at lunchtime and after school.
Can I hire an instrument through the school?
Yes. We do have a selection of instruments available. The hire charge for is £40.00 per term
(2021/22) to cover maintenance etc. This would be added to your school fees each term.
How much do the instrumental lessons cost?
Individual instrumental lessons will cost £24.50 for a 35 minute lesson (2021/22). Theory and aural
groups will cost £10.20 for a 35 minute lesson (in groups of three, or pro rata).

WHAT DO I DO NOW?
Complete the enclosed Application Form and return it to the Music Co-ordinator, Mrs Smith, as soon
as possible as we start to process forms from June.
When will I hear if I am able to learn my instrument in school?
An acknowledgement will be emailed to you. We always aim to place all students with an instrumental
/singing teacher. Just occasionally, when this is not possible we will contact you at the beginning of
the autumn term. Otherwise assume that your child has been successfully placed with a teacher.
Still unsure?
You can call and talk to Director of Music, Mrs Theresa Scrutton, on 01932 574946 or email
tscrutton@swps.org.uk.
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ADMISSIONS DEPARTMENT: 01932 574900 OPTION 3
BURSARY / FINANCE: 01932 574900 OPTION 2
EMAIL: reg@swps.org.uk
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