Head’s Update
Dear parent,
What a term it has been for us all. We have only been back on site for three weeks, but the 12 weeks which
have passed since the start of term have been busy for the pupils, the staff, and for you, of course, having to
juggle home life, work, and your daughter’s home schooling. The staff and I are tremendously grateful to you
for your support.
There is so much I would like to share with you. The girls have been astounding role-models for our
community; they have shown grit, resilience and kindness. It is difficult for me to capture the magic of
St Christopher’s in just a few words, but I will share with you some excerpts from my end-of-term wholeschool assembly:
Today is a very special assembly for me. The last term has been a challenge for us all. We had to learn, teach,
work from home. We had to stay away from people, from our families, from our friends, when perhaps we
needed them the most.
We had to stay away from each other. Instead, we had to speak via Zoom, via emails, via Google Classroom.
Technology helped us stay connected. It meant we could carry on learning and teaching. But I am sure you will
all agree with me, it does not replace the face-to-face interactions we were missing.
The last few months have taught us all how important our community is. We went through the same
experience, and somehow this has brought us all closer. My heart fills up every time I think of school. It
fills up so much, sometimes I think it is going to burst.
How happy I was on 8 March, to see your smiles, big or small; to hear your voices and laughter. Every day –
EVERY DAY – I tell myself how lucky I am to belong to this community. When I walk around the school, you
always have a kind word, you wave, you tell me about your day, about your lesson. There is so much to
celebrate from the 12 weeks of term, so, here are 12 spring special happy moments.
1.

A fun art lesson with Year 2 – drawing faces without looking.

2.

Receiving a video of a girl trying her very own yoga headstand at home – under mum’s supervision, for
safety! I loved it. And the glasses stayed on!

3.

Watching a puppet show video to celebrate Chinese New Year. It was such fun! Beautiful puppets.

4.

Doing the dinosaur dance with the KS1 girls who were in school – I was out of breath!

5.

I had lots of virtual coffee mornings with your parents. It’s always nice to hear from your parents – and
during lockdown it provided all of us with a space to connect and think about what we were
experiencing.

6.

I love going around classrooms – the energy is always fantastic, and I feel so welcome by you all. I have
been to lots of lessons this term. They always are highlights in my day.

7.

Judging the Creativity Cup Love and Families Flag competition – the entries were beautiful, all
celebrating difference, reminding us that we are all special in our own ways, and we each deserve
kindness and compassion.

8.

Don’t you just love the new clubs programme? If you haven’t yet seen it, ask your parents to show you!

9.
10.
11.
12.

Book Week! Need I say more? The stories, the costumes, the books you shared. It was so inspiring. I
now have a big pile of books to read on my bedside table!
A bunch of flowers for the first day back at school after lockdown
And, of course, above all – the first day back at school, with the banner outside, the balloons, your
excitement – AMAZING!!!
You have been so, so great. In fact, I have a special guest for you...

At that point, my whippet made a special guest appearance (from home)!

Today we also said goodbye to very special members of our community, Ms Clarke, and Miss Fowler. They
were both treated with songs, videos, and a shower of love and gratitude from all at St Christopher’s.
Ms Clarke and Miss Fowler have given so much to our community and have inspired the girls for years to
come. We are indebted to them and wish them the best.
I should also like to let you know that Miss Holly Thomas, teacher of Year 3, has been appointed as our
new Head of Computing and Digital Learning, and Miss Emily Lewis as our Head of RE and History. Both
Miss Thomas and Miss Lewis will take on these roles in September 2021. I am truly delighted, and I know
you will join me in congratulating them.
I wish you a Happy Easter, for those of you celebrating, as well as Chag Pesach Sameach if you
celebrate Passover, and Happy Holi to others. To all at St Christopher’s, have a restful holiday.

As ever,

Sandrine Paillasse
Head

Tate Project: Hear My Story

This half term, St Christopher's has been inspired by the Tate and their project called 'Hear My Story'. All of the
girls were encouraged to explore their own story, their family history, and to listen to the stories of others.
This included an amazing Book Week, shared writing with our local partner school, Carlton Primary, and letter
writing with our international partner school in Sierra Leone.
Years 4-6 learned the story of politics in workshops led by SimplePolitics, all of the girls created outstanding
artwork, heard the stories of people around the world in the library, took part in a Creativity Cup challenge,
LGBTQ+ (Families, Love and Self-Expression) and Women's History Month, and learned the stories of the
inspirational women that give names to our houses and helped to design new house flags. Please take a look at
some of the wonderful work
completed and enjoy this with your daughter. You can find the full story using the links below.
Lower School Hear My Story

Swawou School

Years 4, 5 and 6 started our partnership with a girls' school in Sierra Leone!
We learned more about their story and wrote letters to them so they can
find out more about St C's.
Holiday Reading
Parents and pupils looking for holiday reading inspiration can now find
suggested book lists for Years 1-6 on the school website.
https://www.stchristophers.london/school-life/curriculum/english
Charity Update
All week, pupils have taken part in the fun obstacle run organised by North, wearing their vibrant flower
crowns. A huge thank you to the PE department who made all this possible and ensured the girls had a
fantastic time. So far, we have raised an impressive £5,813.53 for the Royal Free Charity's Covid Relief Fund.
Thank you very much for your generosity. If you would still like to make a donation, please use this link:
https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/fundraising/magical-medicine-garden-st-christophers-donations
Ms Martineau

School Council Day Thursday 25 March
After being inspired by Ms Paillasse's assembly on 'Kindness', school council decided Thursday would be a day
of 'kindness' at St Christopher's. All classes across the school thought about the different ways kindness can be
represented. The girls were inspired by a range of books to create their own kindness stories. They took part in
team building exercises where they showed kindness in the form of patience, resilience and teamwork. Girls
thought about people and businesses in their community who they would like to thank and wrote cards and
letters to be delivered over the Easter break. Finally, a kindness disco was held in classes where the girls had
the chance to get creative thinking of dance moves to represent kindness. Thank you to the school council
team for their work in building the day!

Music Department Update
Upcoming dates next term
May 11
May 27
May 28
June 30
July 1
July 2
July 2
July 5

Year 5 Concert
Year 2 Play
Music in the Age of Corona video released
The ‘Big Sing’
Year 6 Leavers’ Play
Year 6 Leavers’ Play
Music in the Age of Corona video released
The Magic of St C’s Open Day

‘Music in the Age of Corona’ Series
Please click HERE for the latest concert in the series. Password: Music
Wishing you all an enjoyable Easter holiday!
Mrs Shaw and Mr Golding

Summer Term Clubs 2021
Welcome to our co-curriculum club programme for Summer Term 2021. At St C’s, we provide a variety of
fantastic clubs to develop new skills and explore passions. Our key skills focus on Communication, Creativity
and Confidence, Healthy Living, Critical Thinking and Mental Health and Wellbeing. We hope the girls try new
activities, persevere, perfect and develop a new passion.

Lower School Clubs
Upper School Clubs
Summer Clubs Table
Please enjoy exploring our new club booklets with your daughter and make your choices on the School Interviews website:
www.schoolinterviews.co.uk
Event code: xhcb9
Places are chosen via ballot system. You will receive an email confirming your club choices by Wednesday 21st
April. If you have any questions, please contact: clubs@stchristophers.london

Weekly Reminder
Tuesday 20 April

Dr Bike visit
Please see details below

Wednesday 21 April

Term Starts
Please note: there are no clubs during the first week of term.

Saturday 24 April

Y2-6 Football Festival 2021, Wilf Slack Sports Ground
Please remember to send your completed forms in to school

Friday 30 April

FOSC meeting via Zoom
Zoom details tbc

9:30am

Dr Bike
The school has arranged for Dr Bike to visit the school on Tuesday 20 April from 14:00-17:00. Please note: this is
a non-school day. This is a free cycle check and service. Get your child’s bike checked over and adjusted ready
for the summer term. Advice is also given on free cycle training and Cargo Bike loans.

A message from FOSC (Friends of St Christopher’s)
Dear Parents,
We'd like to say a big thank you to the parents who were able to join our approval meeting this week - your
support is much appreciated! We would also like to thank Michael and his team for the cupcake treats for the
girls!
We have a few exciting Committee roles that will become free from September so we are now recruiting! This
will allow plenty of time for a handover next term. If you're interested in becoming more involved in FOSC,
please consider taking one of the roles below - no previous FOSC experience necessary! A description and
contact details are provided in the attached document.









Chair
Vice Chair
Treasurer
Secretary
Christmas Fair Coordinator
Summer Fair Coordinator
Football Festival Coordinator
Plus: Helpers for the Cake Sales and Uniform Sales

Have a wonderful break,
The FOSC Team

Communication: Letters and Newsletters
We endeavour to keep you informed with relevant information and details. Please do check emails carefully
for details. The newsletter is a good source of information, not only of what has been happening in school
during the week but also of upcoming events. Please make a note of dates and details relevant to you.

Absences
Please could we remind parents to contact the school office to report absences before 8:30am on
Tel 020 7435 1521 option 1, or email secretary@stchristophers.london
When emailing, please use your daughter’s full name and year group.
Afternoon collection arrangements, where possible, should be notified by 2:30pm please.

Requests for absences within term time should be avoided but if essential will need to be approved by the
Head. Please email the Head’s PA, Mrs Haydon with your request:
HeadsPA@stchristophers.london

Birthday celebrations in school
We regret, we cannot take birthday cakes from parents but we are continuing to help the girls celebrate
their birthdays in school. On the last Friday of each month, Michael, our wonderful chef, bakes cupcakes
for every girl in school. The form teachers take the time to celebrate any birthdays that have occurred that
month, allowing the girls to mark their special day.

The school office is open from 8:00am to 5:00pm during term time.
If you email the office after 4:30pm, please be aware that your message may not be seen
until the following morning.
If you have an urgent query or message, please telephone the office.
Tel. 020 7435 1521 option 1

SUMMER TERM 2021
Term begins Wednesday 21 April
Bank Holiday Monday 3 May
Half-term Monday 31 May - Friday 4 June
(inclusive)
Term ends Thursday 8 July
The last day of every term ends at midday

Term dates are published in advance for
parents to plan holidays outside school term
time. It is school policy that girls are expected
to be in school for the entire term.

