LIONS PRIDE

Lions
pride
Monthly
Newsletter
ISSUE: MARCH 2021
Dear HCA Family,
Looking back a year ago, little did we know what was about to take place. We were thanking God for all the incredible
things that was happening around HCA. The new clay on the baseball and softball fields that families helped spread,
new picnic tables that were donated by a loving family, new LED lights around the school and so many other blessings.
We were all set for an amazing spring at HCA. Well, of course our plans were not fulfilled. Campus was closed after we
left for spring break and we never returned, except for training and emptying out desks and lockers. Graduation was
even put on pause until new plans could take place. Yes, that really was a year ago. Sometimes our plans do not go our
way. I remember sitting out on the baseball field all alone praying and asking God, why? In my head I could hear the
sound of the bat hitting the ball and the crowd cheering, tears ran down my face. I was feeling confused and wondering
why did we come this far just to close up campus? What was happening? My first year as administrator and what was I
supposed to do? What would I tell the teachers and students? I felt a huge weight on my shoulders. I have tears now as
I type this just thinking about that evening, sitting on the field. The problem was “I”. I should have never thought for an
instant that “I” had to figure it out alone. We are not alone my friends; we never have been. “I lift up my eyes to the
mountains, where does my help come from? My help comes from the Lord, Maker of heaven and earth” Psalm 121:1-2
(NIV). “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give
you hope and a future” Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV). God keeps His promises and what an amazing year we have had so far.
Don’t get me wrong, everyone is beyond tired; however, we all press on holding each other up and encouraging each
other. We can do this together with God’s leading. Don’t take your eyes off of Him.
I am holding on to this promise as we continue to make plans for next year. Our goal is to return to 1st – 7th period each
day and be 100% on campus, brick and mortar. Please pray with us for God’s plan, not ours, to be fulfilled. We are so
blessed with many new families enrolling and beyond grateful for our current families returning. Pray God will send
wonderful teachers our way, we are going to need more.
Blessings,
Tammy VanDeMark
Superintendent
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March in Athletics
The Varsity girls’ basketball team made it to the Elite Eight of the FHSAA State
Basketball Championships. The Lady Lions disposed of Cambridge Christian 72-34 in
the Regional quarterfinal after winning the fourth District Championship since
2016. The Lady Lions then traveled to Valrico to take on the District 6 Champions
Foundation Lady Panthers in the FHSAA Regional Semifinal. Led by senior Esther
Jackson, the all-time leading scorer in HCA girls' basketball history, 34 points, the Lady
Lions routed the Lady Panthers 71- 46. The win opened up the door for the Lady Lions
to host the first-ever Regional Final in Lion's Den. The opponent was a familiar one the First Baptist of Naples Lady Lions. The HCA Lady Lions defeated the First Baptist Lady Lions a
year ago in the Regional Semifinal 43-34. This year the Lady Lions of First Baptist avenged that loss
by upending the HCA Lady Lions 42-32 ending the undefeated season of 2020-21 for the Lady Lions
of HCA.
Three seniors' careers came to an end with that loss. We say goodbye to seniors Melody McLeod,
Jada Norton and Esther Jackson. All three ladies have left an indelible mark on the HCA Lady Lion
basketball program and will live in the annals of Lady Lion lore forever.
Exciting news from the Lady Lion's volleyball program. Senior
Mackenzie Meyers will ink her signature to a National Letter of Intent to
play volleyball at Florida Gateway College in Lake City, Florida. The date
of the signing is yet to be determined. Congratulations Mack!

Elementary News
Mrs. Rose’s Preschool class enjoyed the 100th day of school last month and did a fun science
experiment as they studied Outer Space and learned what it looks like when a rocket launches with
Diet Coke and Mentos. Looks like fun!
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Elementary News Cont.
In Mrs. Tannoia’s 4th grade class they are working hard. In
October, the students planted sunflowers for their plant unit. A
few students wanted to share what they look like now after they
were brought home and replanted into larger containers and in
the ground. Nice work!
In Science this past month, the class completed projects and
presentations on weathering and erosion.

Then, in their Florida History Unit, students worked on group projects to create a museum which
had to include a person, place and event.

Secondary News
Class of 2021 Valedictorian and Salutatorian
We would like to congratulate and announce the following two
seniors for their academic accomplishments for the Class of 2021.
Samantha Mauriello, as our Valedictorian and Kaylee Higgins, as
our Salutatorian. Congratulations to you both!

Samantha Mauriello
Valedictorian

Kaylee Higgins
Salutatorian
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Secondary News Cont.

Secondary Student Highlights
Hernando Christian Academy would like to highlight a few of our secondary
students who live in Pasco County. During the week of February 15-19, 2021,
three of our students participated in the Pasco County Fair.
Sixth grade student, Camdyn Twardosky entered a couple of pictures he had
taken and one of his pictures placed second in his age group. Great job
Camdyn!
Senior, Mackenzie Meyers and her sister,
freshman, Payton Meyers show steers in
the Pasco County Fair every year. This
year Mackenzie’s steer “LC”, which
weighed 1488 lbs., won Grand Champion!
Payton’s steer had placed third in her
class. Very exciting and great work!
Check out the following Zephyrhills News article on the steer show and
fair:https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/00bbff2a-84f1-49b1-99716d52bfdec58e/downloads/2252021SectionA.pdf?ver=1614269920974

Class of 2021 gift to HCA!
The senior class purchased the first hands free water fountain bottle filler for HCA. The first one has
been installed in elementary and the second one will be installed in the school gymnasium during
spring break. Thank you Class of 2021!
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National Honor Society

National Honor Society Induction Ceremony
HCA was privileged to induct new members to each Honor Society in a special Ceremony on
February 24, 2021. Our very own Justin Crosby issued the challenge to the Inductees during the
ceremony for parents and friends. Congratulations to the following new members.

National Honor Society
Grades 10-11-12
Skyla Coad
Adriana Gonzalez
Ethan Higgins
Courtney Klukowski
Sophie Probus
Justin Suarez
Jensen Wilhelm

National Junior Honor Society
Grades 7-8-9
Maria Bozman
Jaida Fribley
Jasmine Hastings
Brandon Higgins
Tandy Luckey
Kaylee Umstead

National Elementary Honor Society
Grades 4-5-6
Ammarae Easton
Holden Fletcher
Kelly Gonzalez-Farrat
Hailey Hummel
Liam Odalen
Nicholas Rose
Natalie Russell

Karoline Stonecypher
Camdyn Twardosky
Brianna Vaughn
Cameron Wilcher
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National Honor Society Cont.
Little Caesar’s Pizza Kit Sales BEGIN March 1!
Mark your calendar and clear your freezer! NEHS members will be selling
Little Caesar Pizza Kits from March 1-20, 2021. Kits may be ordered from
any National Elementary Honor Society student or online by following the
steps below. Kits will be delivered to the school for distribution on April
12, 2021. The option is also available to have the items shipped directly to
your home. If you have any questions, contact Mrs. Samson, NEHS
Adviser at ksamson@hernandochristian.org.
Online Ordering Instructions:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Go to PizzaKit.com
Click on Products,
then Shop
Select Ship My Order to the Group
Enter the Fundraiser ID# 390559,
set up your account, and
place your order!

Admissions
Have you re-enrolled yet?
Our re-enrollment is going very well. Currently, we have opened up an additional classroom for
most of the elementary classes, once the second class is full, you will be placed on a waitlist. So
re-enroll as soon as you can. Additionally, we have opened enrollment up to new students.
We are having Reenrollment Tuesday’s. This special Tuesday is only offered to reenrolled students
for the 2021 - 2022 school year. This began on Tuesday, February 16, 2021, and will last for all
remaining Tuesdays in this school year. So reenroll now and you can have an additonal dress
down day during the school week.
Tuesday Reenrollment Dress Down Day Criteria:
The only attire allowed to be worn will be the Reenrollment t-shirt with jeans. No other shirts or
Christian shirts can be worn on this day. Please be advised, if your child or children choose not to
wear the reenrollment t-shirt and are dressed down in a different shirt, the parent(s) will be
contacted to bring their child or children their school uniform to school.
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Admissions Cont.
Reenrollment Steps:
Please follow the steps below to complete the reenrollment process.
First, the reenrollment process needs to be completed on a computer or tablet. Please do not use
your phone.
Then, go to https://www.renweb.com/, and select Login and click ParentsWeb Login. From there
you will need to click your ParentsWeb Account. Once you are logged into your renweb account, on
the left side select Family Information then Enrollment/ Reenrollment. This screen will take you to
another tab, which is the Online Enrollment Application. This application MUST be completed and
deposits made online. In the packet, please make sure the FACTS portion is completed for billing
purposes. (If FACTS is not completed, we cannot consider your child or children as reenrolled.) Once
the packet is complete, please review and then click the submit button. Then, the process will
be complete. Please make sure it is completely submitted.
Non-refundable enrollment fee
Beginning Monday, February 15, 2021 ($150 non-refundable enrollment fee per child)

Re-enrollment T-shirt
HCA would like to thank the following sponsors for your sponsorship of our reenrollment t-shirts:
Chris’s A/C Company, Campbell & Company, Carrabba’s Italian Grill, Express Oil Change, Joni
Industries and Parker’s Carpentry. We greatly appreciate your support! Additionally, we wanted to
mention the design idea was created by Mrs. Dana Johnson! Thank you.
Check out Mrs. Baker, as she will always be matching
on Re-enrollment Tuesday!
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Do you need a new Face Mask?
HCA facemasks are on sale for $9.00 each. They may be purchased from any
Honor Society Advisor or at any home athletic event from the Admissions
Gate. Some patterns have a limited quantity so get yours now and show your HCA
Spirt!

Art Department
The Art Department would love any help with the following items: Magazines, Scrap Paper and
Yarn. Donations will be accepted at the front office or your child can give the items to Mrs. Jones.
Thank you.

HCA Giving
HCA would love if you can help out in any way. After many years of loyal service we must
bid farewell to our fire hydrant. Please help us welcome a replacement. We didn't expect
this to happen quite so soon and appreciate any and all donations! Click here:
https://factsmgtadmin.com/give/appeal/vA9UxVUky
Additionally, did you know that when you shop anytime at
smile.amazon.com, AmazonSmile donates to Hernando Christian
Academy? Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible
AmazonSmile purchases to our school. Every bit helps and we
greatly appreciate it. When you click on the link, put our school
name for the recipient. Thank you.

SENIOR Fundraiser Update
The senior Class of 2021 would like to thank all parents, staff, and
teachers who came to support our Senior Dinner and
Entertainment fundraiser which was held on Saturday, February
20, 2021 in the HCA Gymnasium. Your generosity was greatly
appreciated and the senior class has surpassed their fundraising
goal!
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Extracurricular
Help your child discover the power of their voice through praising God
by joining the RTMS (Redeemed Talent Music Studio) youth choir.
Students meet every other Friday from 3:30-4:30pm in the HCA music
room beginning February 5, 2021. Don't delay, there are six available
spots. Please contact Ms. Giarratana for more
information @ redeemedtms@gmail.com or
msg/call 3525849999.

Private piano lessons being offered after school on Monday’s and Tuesday’s on
campus OR online with Jessica Giarratana. For more information, please
contact Jessica at 352-584-9999 or email redeemedtms@gmail.com.

Looking Ahead

Friday, March 5, 2021

End of Q3

Monday, March 8 – Friday, March 12, 2021

No School
Spring Break

Monday, March 15, 2021

Students Return to School

Monday, March 22 – Friday, March 29, 2021

Map Growth Assessment

Friday, April 1 – Monday, April 5, 2021

No School
Easter Break

HERNANDO CHIRISTIAN ACADEMY
7200 Emerson Road
Brooksville, Florida 34601
352-796-0616
www.hernandochristian.org

