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A WORD FROM THE CHAIRMAN
I am extremely honoured to be Chair of the OP Society and delighted to pen a few words about our new-look
publication, The Pangbournian.
Firstly, to state the obvious, it is different! It is shorter than the old magazine yet it covers a wide range of subjects
in a lively format with more emphasis on up-to-date news. With Lionel Stephens retiring, we thought it was time
for a change. Hopefully the publication is still relevant and interesting to older OPs and we also hope it will appeal
to younger generations. I doubt if anyone knows exactly how many OPs are extant but it must be in the region
of 3,500 of whom we have contact details for about 2,700. It is the desire of your committee, and probably every
similar group from every public school, to communicate with as many of our past pupils as possible.

The Hurlingham Dinner

So far we have developed two new tools to improve contact – this new publication; and, with an eye on the
majority of OPs in the modern era, an interactive website. Earlier this year we spent many thousands of pounds
designing and launching the site and next year we plan to update and develop it further. Already we can see results
in the increasing traffic being recorded each month and we very much hope this trend will be maintained. But
fear not - Lionel will continue to welcome letters from any of you who care to write to him and will be passing
on your information to the new team.
You might also have noticed that we are holding more social events. This year’s OP dinner at the Hurlingham
Club in London was a great success and we intend to hold this event annually and alternate it between the College
and a good London venue. In addition there are drinks parties planned, regional get-togethers in pubs and other
types of reunions. To give one example, a cocktail party is being organised in 2010 by Willie Shuttleworth
washuttleworth@btinternet.com for those OPs who served in the Army.
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OP Sport under Charlie Parry is starting to move forward. Charlie has organised many very entertaining golf
days for us in the past (and will continue to do so in the future, we trust). But now he will also be focusing on
developing other sports. If you are interested in getting involved please contact him at parry1@gotadsl.co.uk We
particularly need coordinators (female and male) for sailing, tennis and hockey.
As far as the College goes, I am pleased to report that Pangbourne is performing extremely well. If you would
like to make a visit, I know that Thomas Garnier, the Headmaster, will extend a warm welcome when you arrive.
In any event the College today is keener than ever to engage with us and intends to invite various groups back at
regular intervals so please ensure that we have your latest contact details.
Finally, we want your feedback so do take a few moments to complete the enclosed card and return it to Lindsey
Hughes at the College. This will also help us to stay in touch and produce publications and a website that are
relevant to as many OPs as possible.
Should you want to contact me direct my e-mail address is mark@dumas.be I would be delighted to hear from
you and I wish you good health and best wishes for 2010!
MARK DUMAS

Mark Dumas (64-68), the new Chairman of the OP Society, has had a long and successful career in business.
He worked for commodity brokers ED & F Man from 1969-92, becoming a main board director. Since then
he has founded and run commercial and residential property companies in the UK and Poland, worked in
insurance and advised construction and trading companies. His involvement with the charitable sector dates
from1993 when he began fundraising for a children’s hospice. Subsequently he became a trustee of the
Parkinson’s Disease Society in 2001. He was elected chairman of this charity in 2004, a position he held
until 2009. He lives in Hampshire, is married with three children, plays golf, tennis and bridge and enjoys
music and reading. Mark’s father PAE Dumas attended the Nautical College between 1927-31 before joining
the Army and later becoming an insurance broker. Mark is pictured above with his wife Nicola.
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NEW OP SOCIETY WEBSITE LAUNCHED

As many OPs are aware, the Society launched an interactive website in mid-2009. The project was masterminded by Danny Lee (69-74) to whom we all owe a large debt of gratitude. The website is now supervised
by Steve Davis (74-81) working with the College Marketing Director Lindsey Hughes, her assistant Abigail
Manson and Discover IT.

Our new website is intended to become the primary means of communication among OPs. Its core purpose
is to broaden contact between OPs of all generations, the College and the wider Pangbourne community. It
can be accessed at www.oldpangbournian.co.uk

The site contains numerous useful features designed to help us achieve our objective - news of and from
OPs, forthcoming OP events, fund-raising initiatives involving OPs, reports on OP-related expeditions,
OP obituaries births and marriages, OP-related sports reports, an OP Business Directory where you can
advertise your expertise and much else.

Blogs are facilitated and there are links to Pangbourne-related sites including the College and the Falklands
chapel. We urge OPs to add material, particularly to the News section and the Business Directory, and to
generate ideas on a regular basis. Please get involved!

Less than a year after launch day we’re still evaluating the website in the light of experience. Several new
features are likely to appear during 2010. To aid this process Steve Davis would be delighted to hear from
OP users of the site. He can be emailed at stephenpauldavis@googlemail.com
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OPs IN THE NEWS
The 30th anniversary of Mike Hailwood’s final victory in the Isle of Man TT festival
was commemorated in June by current MotoGP world champion Valentino Rossi who
visited the island to pay tribute to the four-time 500cc grand prix world champion
and the course where he cemented his legend. Hailwood’s greatest battles on the IoM
involved Giacomo Agostini, the most successful grand prix motorcycle racer of all
time. Agostini accompanied\ Rossi on his visit. Mike attended the NCP from 1954-56.
He won nine world championships, 76 Grand Prix and 14 Isle of Man TT races and
also raced cars at Formula One level. Hailwood was killed in a road accident in 1981.
*****
Lt. Col Angus Fair, CCCC in 1989 and commanding officer of The Light Dragoons
battle group in Afghanistan, was awarded the DSO towards the end of 2008. In an article
in The Times in July Angus (or Col. Gus as he is now known) described his experiences in
Helmand province in 2009, explaining how his battle group broke through a bridgehead
and fought its way south through determined enemy resistance as part of Operation
Panther’s Claw.
“This was the most intense fighting over a protracted period I have experienced in my 20 years in the Army,” Gus
wrote. “The conditions could barely have been more testing.” Three of Fair’s soldiers were killed and several
wounded. As a result of the action Taliban fighters were cleared from Malgir and Babji and people living in these
districts enabled to vote in the August presidential elections and live a more normal everyday existence than
previously. “Some will ask whether the progress is worth the cost,” Fair stated. “I can answer for everyone in my
battle group when I answer with a resounding ‘yes’.”
In November Gus wrote another long article in the national press about Afghanistan, this time for The Daily
Telegraph. He again argued that progress is being made on the ground and that it is still possible to win the war
and create a better society in Helmand province.
*****
At a memorial service at St. Lawrence Jewry-Next-Guildhall in the City of London on June 12th, the life of Sir
Robin Gillett Bt, GBE, RD (39-43) was remembered by a large congregation headed by his widow Lady Gillett,
the Lord Mayor of the City of London and many City dignitaries. Also present were two former Headmasters
of Pangbourne College, Peter Points and Anthony Hudson, and the President of the OP Society Robin Knight.
In his Address Sir Clive Martin recalled that Sir Robin was a “tolerant skipper” and an inspirational leader who
excelled in man management. He was the first Lord Mayor of the City of London (1976-77) to be a Master Mariner
and is credited with having fought off attempts by the Greater London Council in 1976 to incorporate the City.

Gillett accompanying the Queen on her Silver Jubilee
walkabout in June 1977 Photo: GETTY

As Lord Mayor, Sir Robin accompanied Queen Elizabeth
11 to a special service at St. Paul’s cathedral in 1977 to
commemorate The Queen’s Silver Jubilee. This was the
second occasion Sir Robin met The Queen having done
so for the first time in 1943 when King George V1 and
Princess Elizabeth visited the Nautical College during the
Second World War. Sir Clive Martin described Sir Robin
as “enthusiastic, courageous, thoughtful and courteous.”
He was a “great raconteur” with a ready wit who never
forgot friends and colleagues - especially those in the
Merchant and Royal Navy who lost their lives in the war.
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OP John Faber (38-41) died in September shortly after going to the
help of a 13-year-old girl in difficulties off Littlehampton’s West Beach
in Sussex. The couple were standing in the water as the waves were too
strong for swimming. Suddenly the girl was swept off her feet by force 7
south westerly winds and a strong current and tide. John, aged 84, tried
to help her but was carried on to an inshore breakwater together with the
girl. He protected the frightened teenager from the waves while she tried
to climb the pier at the mouth of the river Arun but suffered extensive cuts
and bruising from the shingle and barnacles clinging to the breakwater.
John’s wife Jeanne raised the alarm with a 999 call and the Littlehampton lifeboat station responded quickly
with crew members wading through the sea to get to the pair. By the time the crew arrived John was deadweight,
unable to support himself. Though conscious he was badly shocked and had to be carried through the surf to
safety. The girl was winched to safety from the top of the pier by a Solent Coastguard helicopter. Both were
subsequently airlifted to Worthing Hospital where they were treated and allowed to go home a couple of hours
later. John recovered sufficiently to visit the Littlehampton lifeboat station three days later to thank members of
the lifeboat crew for their actions. But he subsequently died of suspected heart failure.
*****
Patrick Derham (72-78), headmaster of Rugby School, appeared regularly in the national press throughout the
year. In April The Times quoted him in connection with the role played by Thomas Arnold (an earlier headmaster
of the school immortalised in the 19th century novel Tom Browns Schooldays) in inspiring the modern Olympic
Games. In September The Daily Telegraph featured him as one of the heads of public schools doing most to help
disadvantaged pupils. “My life was turned round by being sent to boarding school (Pangbourne),” he was quoted
as saying. “My mother still lives on a council estate in Scotland but I was liberated by education.”
*****
After working in Sweden for three years Tom Brown (98-04) qualified to play for the Swedish National Rugby
Team. Initially he played first choice right winger for Stockholm RFC, winning the Swedish championship in 2008.
After a national training camp in March, 2009, he was selected to play right wing against Denmark. In May Tom
represented Sweden again, this time versus Croatia, thereby missing the OP Dinner at the Hurlingham Club.
*****
The two luxury real estate developments being built by Robin Paterson (69-73) and his partner Michael
Pemberton in the Caribbean received plenty of press attention during 2009, not least when pop impresario Simon
Cowell signed up early in the year to buy a pair of villas on the £280 million Barbados estate. In February the
pair’s company Cinnamon 88 undertook a review of its plans and decided to continue with the Barbados scheme
despite the recession. Later in the year Robin’s life-long love of ocean sailing and his 103-foot yacht Zanzibar
were highlighted in Cinnamon 88’s corporate publication.
*****
In March John Webster (46-50) held another successful exhibition titled “Worlds Apart” of his sea and
landscape paintings at the Tryon Gallery in St. James’s, London. A Foreword to the catalogue describing the 73
paintings on sale and written by a past president of the Royal Society of Marine Artists, stated that all John’s
paintings “look deceptively simple, fresh and uncontrived; but great skill and long experience lie behind these
delightful effects.”
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*****
Controversy in the pages of The Daily Telegraph during the summer over whose torpedo actually sank the German
battleship Bismarck during World War 11 led Rodney Pattisson (56-61) to write to the paper to reveal that his late
father, Sub-Lt Pattisson, was one of two pilots that attacked and hit the ship from her starboard side and therefore
in all probability the successful marksman. A dive by a film director to the wreck in 2002 discovered an entry hole
in Bismarck’s main steering compartment through her starboard side which clearly caused the explosion that sank
the ship. As the captain of the battleship had earlier given the order for “hard to port” Rodney concluded that the
torpedoes that sank the ship must have been fired from the starboard side.
*****
Bart Simpson (90-95) notched up another Star class triumph with Iain Percy, beating Sweden and winning the
Star class European championship in Kiel, Germany, in July. According to a report in The Times, the Olympic
gold medallists were not quite at their peak and lost the overall regatta contest to their arch rivals Brazil.
A punishing 13-hour-a-day training
regime looms ahead. Already the
pair has begun to practise at the
2012 Olympic sailing venue in
Weymouth in order to get used to
the wave patterns and the winds in
the harbour. Funding for the pair’s
£200,000-a-year budget, The Times
reported, is subsidised by earnings
from the couple’s involvement in
the America’s Cup and by sponsorship
from Skandia and Citroen.
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FOUNDER’S DAY 2009
A strong OP flavour was evident throughout a highly successful Founders’ Day 2009 held at the College on
Saturday July 4. Five OP-generated prizes were awarded including the Marcus Graham Art prize and the Austin
Anderson prize to an extraordinarily talented artist from Estonia, Polina Kalentsits.
Kayleigh Hutchison won the Keith Evans prize awarded to the 3rd Form pupil showing the greatest potential for
teamwork and leadership. Keith was on hand to congratulate the winner personally. The Jude Memorial Prize was
awarded to Somers Brewin, while the OP Prize awarded to the outstanding ‘’A’ level student was shared by two
exceptional students - Adam Kelvey and Edward Nation. The Queen’s Gold Medal was won “on personal merit”
by a girl for the first time in Pangbourne’s 92-year history - Chief of the College Felicity Pollock (04-09). The
boys and everyone else present gave Felicity a standing ovation.
The Board of Governors presented a retirement gift to OP Robin Knight (56-61) who was leaving the Board after
15 years as a governor. Robin thanked the Michael Allsop and the Board and observed that he was retiring “with
the College in as strong and healthy a position as it has ever been.”

A group of 1979-84 OPs on Big Side, Founder’s Day 2009 - Back row, LtoR: Nick Milne Home, Phil Jones, Stephen Byass, Ralph
Arundell, Stephen Cunningham, William Parry, Simon Higginbottom Front row, LtoR: Josh Risso-Gill, Robin Noss

Many OPs from the 1970s - too many to mention by name - gathered at Big Side to watch a 20/20 cricket match
between an OP XI and the College (the OP team won narrowly). Even more OPs of all ages turned up later to
watch “Beat Retreat.” Numbers were boosted by the unexpected appearance of OPs who left in 1984 - 25 years
ago. Will Parry (79-84) had organised a dinner at the Elephant hotel the night before which was attended by
17 OPs. Mark Martin (79-84), who lives and works in Sydney, wrote later to say how enjoyable it had been to
return to the College for the first time in 15 years.
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OP DAY 2009
A portrait of Lionel Stephens commissioned by the OP
Society was unveiled on OP Day in September at a
ceremony in the Mess Hall to spontaneous applause
from a 60-strong audience including all of Steve’s
family. It was subsequently presented to the College.
Undertaken by the well known portraitist Sally Munton,
the painting shows Steve in his 60s holding a copy of
his history of Pangbourne College and wearing an
OP tie. In the background the image of the College’s
founder, Sir Thomas Devitt, can be discerned.
Lionel Stephens joined the Nautical College
Pangbourne in 1954, becoming Second Master in 1967
and Hon. Sec. of the OP Society in 1975. He retired
from teaching in 1986 and retired as Hon. Sec. of the
Society at the 76th AGM on September 6th after a 34year stint.
The event was hosted by then OP Society chairman Ian
Williams. The portrait will hang in The Yellow Room
in Devitt House alongside one of Harry Sykes, one of
Steve’s predecessors as Hon. Sec. of the OP Society.

COLLEGE BOOK CONTRACT SIGNED
A contract to publish a coffee
table-style illustrated history of
Pangbourne College in 2016 ahead
of the school’s centenary was signed
by the Chairman of Governors
Michael Allsop on October 21. The
book will be published by James
& James, a firm that has produced
many similar histories, and will
be written and compiled by Robin
Knight (56-61), President of the OP
Society and a professional writer.
The new history will complement
and take forward Lionel Stephens’
History of Pangbourne College
which ends in 1988. It is planned to
include reminiscences and material
provided by OPs of all generations.
Contributions from OPs will
be sought sometime during the
2012-14 period. The text will be
completed by January, 2015, and
the book will be published early in
2016 ahead of the centenary and
marketed by James & James.

Back row (l to r): Tom Johnson (lawyer), Andrew Bond (vice chairman of
governors), Robin Knight, Lindsey Hughes (marketing director).
Front row (l to r): Michael Allsop (chairman of governors), Thomas Garnier
(headmaster), Hamish MacGibbon (James & James)
(A portrait of Paul Hills by OP Polly Kalentsits is on the wall in the background)
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REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 2009

Remembrance Sunday 2009 was a notable occasion. A packed congregation in the Falklands chapel took part in
the service which was coloured in many minds by the ongoing war in Afghanistan. At least three OPs were known
to be serving there at the time. A wreath was laid in honour of all Old Pangbournians who have given their lives
for their country, including 177 in World War 11, by the President of the OP Society.
The sermon was preached by William Bowles (70-73) who took part in the Falklands campaign as a Royal Navy
bomb clearance diver. William is now Second Master at Swanbourne House prep school in Milton Keynes. He
recalled that 19 former pupils of that school lost their lives in World War 11 including two brothers who later went
to the Nautical College – DP Lascelles (24-26) and JRH Lascelles (34-37) both of whom were killed in action
within weeks of each other in 1940-41 while serving in the RAF. The salute and inspection at the parade were
taken by Vice Admiral Peter Wilkinson CVO, Deputy Chief of Defence Staff (Personnel).

William Bowles
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OP SOCIETY WREATH LAID AT TOWER HILL
Some 137 UK organisations with a seafaring heritage were represented at the Wreathlaying Order conducted by
the Honourable Company of Master Mariners on Remembrance Sunday November 8th, 2009. The OP Society was
represented by Captain Miles Eden-Smith (54-57). The Service of Remembrance is held at Tower Hill, London
EC3, each year to commemorate seafarers of both the Merchant and Royal Navies who lost their lives in the two
World Wars and other conflicts. It took place in the Sunken Garden of the1939-45 Memorial Extension.
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OLYMPIAN BART SIMPSON HONOURED BY SOCIETY
More than 60 OPs turned out on a cold November evening to honour Olympic gold medal winner Andrew (Bart)
Simpson(90-95) at a reception on board HQS Wellington at the Victoria Embankment in London. During the
event Bart was presented with a painting showing his victory by OP Society chairman Mark Dumas.

Host for the evening Captain Stephen Taylor (55-60) of the Honourable Company of Master Mariners began the
formal proceedings by describing some of the links between the Master Mariners and Pangbourne. He urged OPs
to make full use of the Wellington’s excellent conference and meeting facilities. Steve can be reached for more
information at info@hcmm.org.uk
Handing over the painting by the noted seascape artist Rowena Wright, Mark Dumas highlighted Bart’s exceptional
dedication and commitment and his “Pangbourne spirit” which, he thought, had helped Bart to succeed against
the odds in China after a disappointing start in the “Star” competition. In reply Bart described the run-up to the
Olympics, the way he interacts with partner Iain Percy and the punishing training routine he goes through before
major competitions. This includes cycling for two hours most days. On this occasion, however, Bart had broken
his regime to allow himself a glass of red wine on the evening!
Among the guests were the current Headmaster Thomas Garnier, former Headmaster Anthony Hudson and his
wife Liz, Bursar Ron Obbard who had driven six members of the College sailing team up to London for the
evening, Lionel Stephens, Crispin Reed-Wilson, Richard Devitt, Sam and Rob Sargent, Christopher Daniel,
Michael Welby, William Skinner, Guy Macpherson, Andrew Adams, Richard Givan, Merrick Rayner, Sinclair
Rogers, Ian Williams, Courtenay Edenborough, Jeremy Ainslie and Sean Gay. Our thanks are due to Marketing
Director Lindsey Hughes for organising the event on behalf of the Pangbourne Association.
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8a. HALL OF FAME APPEAL
The success of Andrew Simpson at the Beijing Olympics has revitalised our drive to complete a project
to create and display a Hall of Fame sporting plaque at the College. If any OP has represented his or her
country at any level in any sport at any time, please would they contact David Rendle (73-78) at
david.rendle@pangcoll.co.uk

OP SPORT
Rugby:
An OP Under 21 XV took part in the Cronk-Cunis National U21 XVs rugby union festival at Motspur Park on
August 31st 2009. The team played in the Bowl competition and reached the final. It was organised by Jack
Muggeridge (06-08) who was a Sixth Form sports scholar.
In the first round the OP XV beat Bristol Grammar 33-0 and in the second round defeated Gordonstoun 24-0.
A tighter game in the semi-finals saw the OPs pull through with a 12-7 win over Trinity, Croydon. In the final
Purley John Fisher, who had had a walk over in their semi final, eventually won 17-7 after a close contest.
More information about the event can be accessed at
http://www.pjfrfc.co.uk/site/files/2/cronk-cunis%20festival%202009.pdf
A range of photographs can be seen at www.event-photos.co.uk For further information about OP U21 rugby
please contact Martin Hart, Director of Sport at the College, on 07748654237
Golf:
The OPGS held its 50th anniversary meeting at Hankley Common GC on July 1st in 30 degree heat. Around 30
OPs and guests took part. The day proved to be a resounding success despite the high temperature. The 2009
captain of Hankley Common, Richard Givan (57-60), won the individual award with 38pts in the morning
competition. The runner up prize was won by William Donaldson.
In the afternoon foursomes, the winners were Pip Smitham & Adrian Stow and the runners-up Charles
Llewellyn & Gareth Evans. The longest drive award went to the 2008-09 Captain of Golf at the College, Sam
McCarthy-Primett, who hit the ball 320 yards off the 8th tee. The nearest-the-pin award was won by Chairman
of Governors, Michael Allsop.
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The day was also notable for the unveiling of the new OPGS flag and for the appearance at lunch of the founder
of the OPGS, John Whitmore (44-47) - a past president of the R&A – as well as the retiring Hon. Sec. of the OP
Society Lionel Stephens.
Later in the year the annual 12-a-side golf match between the OPs and the College took place at Goring &
Streatley GC on October 6th. For the first time in six years the College, who have a squad of 16 decent golfers
this year, triumphed by 3.5 points to 2.5 points.

A wet and windy day at Goring & Streatley GC

Rowing:
Two Pangbournians, Charlie Rendle (son of David Rendle 73-78) and Charles Herbert, represented Great Britain
in the Coxed Four event at the World Junior Championships held recently at Brive in France. Charlie rowed at
bow and Charles at 2. The Four was coached by Mark Woodcock of Oratory School. Mark is joining Pangbourne
in January 2010 to teach Maths and coach rowing. The crew, reports David, did very well to make the ‘A’ final
where they came fifth out of six. In total the crew beat Canada, the USA, Poland, New Zealand, Croatia and South
Africa during the championships. Germany won the gold medal.
Tennis
Only six OPs - Mark
Dumas, Chris Scudds, Greg
Caswell, Tom Bond, Jordon
Lightfoot and Ed Hardcastle
- turned up to play tennis on
Founder’s Day at the College.
Nevertheless the six enjoyed
some competitive play and
vowed to return with more
OPs in future years. If you
are interested in taking part,
please contact Charlie Parry
at parry1@gotadsl.co.uk
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REUNIONS IN 2009
More than 160 OPs met for dinner at the Hurlingham Club in West London on April 30, 2009. All had a very
enjoyable evening writes Mark Dumas. If Niall Kilgour (1964-68), our host and the Chief Executive of the
Hurlingham, had not closed the bar at 0130h the following day, it is most likely that many OPs would still be
there! The food was delicious and the flow of refreshments never ceased. The evening had a representative from
the 1930’s and covered each generation through to the early 2000s.
One of the main purposes of the evening was to thank Lionel Stephens for all he had done for the OPs during 34
years as Hon. Secretary of the Society. Many tributes were paid to Steve during the course of the evening. He
was obviously delighted with the event and was pleased to see such a good gathering of OPs, some of whom had
travelled from as far away as Australia, Canada and the USA.
The President of the OP Society later said he had never been to a more successful OP social event in the last 22
years. He went on to note that he had identified a very positive mood among the OPs present. Many had never
attended an OP social event before and, without exception, he felt everyone was supportive, constructive and
keen to help the Society, the College and the Pangbourne Association.
Headmaster Thomas Garnier gave a short and encouraging review of events at the College. He went on to thank
the many OPs and the OP Society for their support during the College’s recent Appeal Campaign and concluded
by inviting OPs and their families to visit Pangbourne.
Photographs of this happy occasion may be viewed on the OP web site. (see News> Gallery>OP Dinner). The
official group photo can be viewed and ordered at www.tonygamble.org/pangbourne09
*****
OPs Michael Duck (69-74), Simon Brock (70-74), Matt Denness (82-88) and Justin Lee (03-08) were among
guests who joined the Headmaster Thomas Garnier and existing parents of pupils at the College for a dinner
at the Hong Kong Club in May. Grateful thanks are extended to Michael Duck for organising a truly splendid
evening.

*****
In October seven OP leavers from the 1950s gathered at The Flower Pots in Cheriton, Devon, “for a pub lunch and
a chance to reminisce,” writes Adrian Stow (54-58). “We had hoped to have a few others with us but there were
some late withdrawals, the most unfortunate being Simon Dyer who fell off his horse at a gallop a few days before
and broke a couple of ribs! Those who made it were Jeremy Daniel, Peter Hughes, Ted Daubeney, Stephen
Norris, Hugh Powlett, Richard Waldron and myself. Many of us had not met since leaving the College, so
there was much to catch up on.
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Everyone seemed to enjoy themselves, and I have since had emails requesting a repeat so I’m thinking about
arranging something similar elsewhere in the West Country next year. I’m also hoping to organize an event for
London and Essex OPs around end Feb/early March, 2010, at the The Bell at Horndon-on-the-Hill, Essex - an
excellent pub with a fine menu which is run by OP John Vereker. If you would like to take part please contact
me at adrian.stow@btinternet.com
*****
The Royal Yacht Squadron in Cowes was the venue for a memorable OP Dinner in October organised by Roly
Franks (42-45). Fifteen OPs and two Conways (OCs), many of whom were members of the RYS, gathered for
the dinner in the magnificent dining room. Roly made a toast to OPs and the College.
Accommodation was either in the Castle or on board a yacht owned by Merrick Rayner (68-73) which arrived
from Chichester during the day. The last OP retired to bed at 4 o’clock in the morning. Fortunately, cameras are
banned in the RYS but everyone looked remarkably lively at breakfast. The oldest OP present was Dick Hayes
(34-39). He is 88, going on 48, and in remarkable form, certainly having more stamina than some of the younger
OPs present! OPs at the dinner were: Peter Broadbent, Mike Anderson, Richard Devitt, Mark Dumas, John Fisher,
Roly Franks, David Keith-Welsh, John Lang, James Maitland, Tony Morrow, Merrick Rayner, Ian Shuttleworth,
Richard Shuttleworth and Peter Somers.
*****
The annual Conway Worcester
Pangbourne Association dinner in
Queensland, Australia, was held in
Brisbane on November 6. A total of
44 members and guests attended.
The OPs attending were Don Barton
(47-52), Ian Lindsay (45-49), Brian
Mathewson (47-50) and Geoff Rae
(53-56).

DECADE REPRESENTATIVES
The following OPs have kindly agreed to represent a decade of leavers to facilitate OP reunions and other
OP social events. If you would like to suggest an event or take part in one please contact:
1930s - Keith Evans Tel: 01428 642122
1940s – Robin Arnott riarnott@hotmail.co.uk
1950s - Adrian Stow Adrian.stow@btinternet.com
1960s – David Nicholson David.Nicholson@pgs.com
1970s – Steve Davis stephenpauldavis@googlemail.com
1980s – Charlie Parry parry1@gotadsl.co.uk
1990s – Charlotte Hayne charlottehayne@hotmail.co.uk
2000s – Paul Lawrence paullawrence1@live.co.uk
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PITCHING FOR THE YOUNG
I don’t need to tell any of you that Pangbourne is a unique place writes Paul Lawrence (04-08). It has played
a pivotal role in shaping all OPs into who we are today whatever our age. The whole way of life we enjoyed at
the College and the opportunities open to us were second to none and we are all very privileged to have had this
chance.
When I started at university last year it made me realise just how special Pangbourne is. I’d try to explain the
traditions of the College to my new friends and they were often baffled and couldn’t believe how full on our life
at the College was. This left me proud but also a little sad and made me realise that the only people who can truly
understand are other Pangbournians.
The truth is we all shared something unquestionably brilliant and distinct. Because of this it’s important that we
stay together in order to make sure that our fond memories live on by sharing them with fellow OPs - the only
other people who fully appreciate our experience. Many of us do try to stay in touch with friends from school, of
course, but as we move on to pastures new it’s easy to drift apart.
The OP Society, I feel, is one of the best ways for us OPs to stay together.
So I urge all OPs, young and old, to make use of the excellent set-up of
the Society. There are many events where Pangbournians from all eras
come together and celebrate their successes and memories of their time
at the College and today the Society is catering for all generations, ages
and interests. In particular it is seeking to expand OP events like sports
matches and social occasions – with a special emphasis on the involvement
of younger OPs.
Another good reason for getting involved is networking. The membership
of the OP Society is very wide ranging. Moreover it seems to me that many
Pangbournians end up being very successful in life. Socialising with such
people could prove to be very useful to young OPs just embarking on a
career. Pangbournians, I know, like to look after their own. Who knows
which door could be opened to you?
The bottom line is that the OP Society is here for you to utilise. All suggestions
for an OP event are always very welcome and encouraged; we want to know
what you would like to do! So please stay in contact with the College and
the people who shaped you. And please get involved with the OP Society –
it exists for you. I look forward to seeing you at an OP occasion very soon.

12. NEWS FROM OPs

The precipitous decline in letter-writing continued in 2009. Fewer than 30 letters from OPs were received by
Lionel Stephens during the year. Edited extracts follow.
At 98 Ben Hamilton (26-28) is now the second oldest OP and still very sharp mentally – a great storyteller who
loves company and has been writing his “memories” recently, including some of the early days of the NCP. His
manuscript is now in Toronto and is expected to be published shortly. Ben lives in Nova Scotia, Canada.
From the 1930s George Hamilton (35-39) wrote to put the record straight and point out that he “arrived at the
house at the bottom of the (Prince of Wales) drive” in 1935 not 1936 as claimed in Issue 39. George went to sea
with Royal Mail Line, later joined the RN (lower deck) and served in the RNVR until 1945. He then sailed for
two years as Third Mate in a tramp ship. Coming ashore he spent the remainder of his working life in advertising
and publicity. He lives in Surrey.
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Dick Covington (40-43) got in touch from his home in Devon to report that he had met Tony Chambers (4042) in Cornwall after the latter had returned to the UK from Spain. The two met thanks to a list of members of
the Association of Royal Navy Officers. Another OP from the 1940s, John Lock (45-48), contacted us to correct
a detail in the obituary of Peter Pinkster in Issue 39 (he was never Captain of Eagle but Second in Command).
John lives in Hampshire and says he spends “far too much time with doctors these days.” Soon after Ian Lindsay
(45-49) emailed from Australia to assert that “the new breed of OP…will be bland and uninteresting” based,
apparently, on his view that the modern generation’s alleged lack of interest in the past bodes poorly for the
future.
Also in Australia two OPs from the 1940s met up in July after many years – the OP Rep in Eastern Province,
South Africa, Cliff Bragg (46-49) and his contemporary at the NCP John Rudge (46-48). John (on the left
below) emigrated to Australia by delivering a tug to Fremantle, WA, after World War 11. He worked for Castrol in
Sydney for seven years, before going into mining with RTZ in Broken Hill. Later he linked up with management
consultants in Queensland before settling down to lecture in the Management School at the University of South
Australia for 17 years. In retirement he is a volunteer at the Australian National Maritime Museum in Sydney.

John Rudge (l) and Cliff Bragg

From Spain Denis O’Kelly (44-47) sent an unusual letter – dictated into a recording device which transformed his
words into flowing blue print. “But I wrote the envelope!” Denis “remains a recluse in Jerez de la Fonterra, alas
no longer able to enjoy the sherry, and managing to get by with occasional visits from my wife and daughter…I
am unable to convince them that a permanent life in Spain would be better.” He reports that the minor frustrations
of life annoy him increasingly and he feels “like a dinosaur” but he is never bored.
Both the 1940s and 1950s generated six letters. Malcolm Mackenzie (52-55) wrote from Athens to request a new
OP tie and to explain how he came to go to the NCP – “a serious error in principle” according to his father who
believed that boys wishing to go to sea should first achieve a university-level education. At the time of writing
Malcolm was preparing to make the purchase inspection of a roll on roll off car carrier while also undertaking
teaching commitments – “I keep well and busy.”
18

Charles Stuart (53-56), the OP Rep in Melbourne, made two visits to the UK in 2009. The first followed his
participation in an air traffic controllers’ conference in Dubrovnik. This allowed him to travel on to the OP dinner
at the Hurlingham club at the end of April - “what a night, and extremely well organised.” Charles stayed with
Adrian Stow (54-58) and later caught up with Lionel and Pat Stephens over lunch at the Bell in Aldworth. In
October he returned to London to attend the Guild of Air Pilots and Air Navigators annual awards dinner at the
Guildhall. Subsequently he stayed with Adrian Stow for a night before going to Warsash, overnighting with
Robin Bradley (55-59) and meeting John Webster (46-50) at a small dinner party. He then moved on to spend
a few days with Jeremy Ainslie (55-59) in Devon, catching up on the past 50 years. Charles is planning a visit to
Santiago, Chile, in February 2010 “on my way to Patagonia fly fishing with my son and his friends.” He hopes to
meet Ben Brundell (53-56) while in the country.
Tony Hepworth (50-53) who lives in Suffolk writes that he retired from the Royal Navy in 1969 and then spent
years overseas, chiefly in the Middle East. Now back in the UK he has undertaken consultancy work for the World
Bank, Lloyds Register and others as well as setting up a computer services company. Another OP running his
own company, Simon Dyer (55-58) reports that it has grown to the point where he has to sub-contract work to
other surveyors. “This is in part because I continue to sail as Master with Wightlink, Isle of Wight Ferries, which I
enjoy immensely.” Writing in February, Simon was preparing to go to Croatia to collect a new vessel and sail her
back to Lymington. He reported bumping into Patrick Adair (56-60), a “lost” OP, on a training course for Chief
Officers in Kiel. Patrick also works for Wightlink.
Jeremy Sanders (56-60), Chairman of the Falklands Islands Memorial Chapel Trust, sent some musings to
Steve about his time at the NCP. Reading that Garth Morrison (56-61) had become a Knight of the Thistle,
he wondered if this was a unique distinction for someone who played rugby for England Under-15s. Jeremy’s
contemporary, Ewen Southby-Tailyour (55-59), contacted us in July to say that he was writing again – a sequel
to his book on 3 Commando in Afghanistan which reached high into the Sunday Times best seller lists. Ewen is
also contracted to produce “a huge format, glossy portrait book” about the Royal Marines to appear in 2014 on
the Marines 350th birthday. He recently re-met Chris Roberts (52-56) after many years. Chris was in the Marines
with Ewen before heading the Forestry Commission in the West Country.
One of three letter-writers from the 1960s, Simon Marriott (64-68), responded to Nick Knollys (62-67) who
had wondered in Issue 39 about OPs who had served in the Sultan of Oman’s armed forces. “Add my name to
the list,” he wrote. “I completed two tours: January 1975–September 1976 with the Armoured Car Squadron;
and June 1980–April 1983 with the Armoured Regiment.” Another 1960s writer, 1960s writer, Paul Parkin (6670), attended Founder’s Day in 2009 for the first time in 38 years. He lectures at Brunel University in Uxbridge,
Middlesex, on a new MBA in Healthcare course – one of only four such courses in Europe.
Richard Mitchell (63-68) is working in the Ministry of Defence “in a challenging and interesting post providing
advice on maritime capability - quite suitable after 35 years of warfare appointments in the RN,” he says. He
meets OPs from time to time “but not as many as in the past.” Having bought a new OP tie recently he hopes to
reveal more OPs in the MoD corridors of power in future.
Nick Devereux (70-73) got in touch to report that in January he completed 35 years in the world of metals and
commodities. “Where has the time gone?” Recession, he wrote, “is taking its toll of some of our customers
but life goes on.” Meantime William Creasy (71-74) let us know in February that he had retired from the
Cambridgeshire Constabulary and now worked for them as a civilian investigator “which is great fun.” Later in
the year he attended Founder’s Day.
Another 1970s writer, Roderick Line (72-75), sent a newsy letter from Lewes where he lives. After Pangbourne
he joined T&J Harrison as an engineer cadet and spent five years in the MN. In 1980 he switched to the RAF and
flew a variety of military aircraft for 16 years before moving into commercial aviation in 1997. Over the last 12
years he has flown holidaymakers to many destinations for a charter airline and seen a good deal of the world. He
keeps in touch with Robert Wyld (72-75) who lives in Weybridge and works in the medical profession.
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OPs in Afghanistan in 2009 included Rory Copinger-Symes (79-86). In May he returned to the UK after a six
month tour as Deputy Chief of Staff in Headquarters 3 Commando Brigade, Royal Marines. “It was a tough
time…but I think we moved the campaign forward,” he wrote while adding that the Marines had sustained a high
number of fatalities. Later in the year he was promoted to become Colonel Naval Recruiting responsible for the
Royal Navy’s nationwide recruiting effort, based in the dockyard in Portsmouth.
An OP from the 1980s, Philip Bach (81-88), let us know in March that he still had a job with ING in London
but that the credit crunch had hit the bank hard and he was hoping to get through unscathed. Philip had recently
renewed acquaintance with Matthew Way (82-87) who is a housemaster at Stowe School.
The mother of Tim, Adrian and Richard Hurman emailed to bring us up to date about their varied lives. Tim
(91-96) is a systems architect for ING Life based in Tokyo. Adrian (92-98) is a design engineer for Mustang
Engineering (oil and water plant machinery) presently working in Perth, Western Australia. Richard (93-00)
joined the Royal Navy and is commanding officer of HMS Charger based in Liverpool.

ON THE FUND-RAISING TRAIL
Twenty teams took part in the Triathlon Sprint Relay
held at Eton Boat Club at Dorney Lake. Through their
outstanding efforts the Battle of the Nile team raised over
£2500 for the Alzheimer’s Society. The combined skill and
experience of the intrepid trio (Anthony Fenwick-Wilson
(53-57), Jeremy Hodgson (51-54) and Bill Harding
‘Bunty’ saw them take a commendable last place - not bad
considering the team’s combined age was at least double
that of the next oldest team. Anthony Fenwick-Wilson
writes of the experience: ‘I’m sure you will be pleased
to know that we survived the triathlon without the aid
of artificial respiration or ambulances! The runner came
17th and the cyclist 13th (note the natty OP socks). But
it was the heroic effort of our synchronised drowner that
enabled us to reach the apogee of success by getting lost
in the swimming. (Nobody accepted his excuse that his
periscope had misted up).’
				

Jeremy Hodgson

*****
A four ball made up of chairman of governors Michael Allsop, governor David
Herbert, OP Society president Robin Knight and OP Society chairman Mark
Dumas was among the winners in a golf competition held over the summer to
generate funds for the Falklands chapel.
Michael won the individual competition with 43pts while the Governors/OP
team came 3rd overall out of the 17 teams taking part. Run by the Secretary of
the FIMCT, Angela Perry, at her family golf course at Wroxton, near Banbury,
the 2009 competition raised more than £3,800 for the chapel.
*****
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In 2008 Anthony Clifford (75-82) signed up to The Ride for Life – a
charity motorbike ride organised by the UK company Enduro Africa.
The goal was to ride a motorbike from just south of Durban to Port
Elizabeth through the rugged wild coast of the Eastern Cape in order
to raise awareness and funds for four charities supporting children
in South Africa – The Nelson Mandela Children’s Fund, Sentebale,
UNICEF and Touch Africa.
In total about 170 people participated in the ride. Around £300,000
had been raised by mid-November including £2,500 by Anthony
from his family, friends and company sponsorship.
On a rest day during the ride the riders gave their time to renovate a school, painting it twice, completing the
construction of the roof, installing a generator and so electrifying the whole facility, building a jungle gym and
providing a TV/video and toys for the children – all in a morning!
On his return to the UK a tanned and fit-looking Anthony confessed that the motorcycle ride had been one of the
most satisfying things he had ever done. He hopes to repeat the experience one day. You can read more about the
trip on his blogsite www.anthonyenduroafrica09.blogspot.com
*****
Five like minded people, including three OPs, are planning to travel through Africa from London to Cape Town
in early 2010 in two Toyota Land Cruisers, crossing 17 countries and covering 30,000 km in four months. The
vehicles will be shipped from Cape Town to London towards the end of 2009. The journey will commence at
noon on January 31st from the College parade ground. Progress can be checked on the expedition’s website
http://www.pangbourneafrica.co.za
The three OPs taking part are David Keith-Welsh, Geoff Popple and Nick Vaudrey, all of whom left the NCP
in 1962. As part of their rationale, they will be raising funds for the College’s 90th Appeal as well as for Cape
Town’s Red Cross hospital.

David is an Asia shipping hand, traveller and poor golfer.

Geoff is a hiker, average golfer and African wildlife lover.

Nicholas is a crusader, outbacker, hiker and good golfer.
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www.pangbourneafrica.co.za

www.pangbourneafrica.co.za

*****

The David Bradley Thames Row May 28-30, 2009

Through the generosity of the Baltic Exchange and David Bradley’s many friends around the world a fund has
been created to dedicate an RNLI inshore rescue boat in his name. Between May 28-30 a group of friends rowed
from the source of the Thames at Lechlade to Putney Bridge - 135 miles and 42 locks, but downstream, to raise
cash for the fund. David, who attended the College from 1965-70 and chaired the OP Society 1984-86, was an
inspirational person and this was exactly the sort of challenge that he would have enjoyed. He died in 2008. Alex
Hoodless, Peter Lowe, Andre Zlattinger, James Symington, Chris Hopkinson and Alex Henshilwood took part in
the row. By the end of October nearly £3,900 had been raised.
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BOOKS RECEIVED 2009
Mike Holmes (41-45) has written about his life in A Pilot’s Way (Woodside Publishing Ltd). The book covers his
55 years of military, commercial and private flying including gliding and micro lights in retirement. In 2006 and
2007 Mike published books on his two other passions – bird watching and bats.
Tony Hepworth (50-53) has written a book about his home village, Lavenham in Suffolk, which he enclosed
with a letter to Lionel Stephens in March.
Paul Parkin (66-70) had a book published by Sage in the Spring entitled Managing Change in Healthcare – in
his words “a topic that is guaranteed never to go out of fashion.” Each chapter, claimed the flyer, “flows well and
holds the reader’s interest.”
John Young (35-39), who died in 2006, had his memoirs “Acting Up” published posthumously by the Memoir
Club. Chairman of Young & Co. brewery for over 40 years and a fighter pilot in World War 11 with the Fleet Air
Arm, John was a larger-than-life character who had a colourful life.

THE OP SOCIETY IN 2009
AGM:
The 76th Annual General Meeting of the OP Society was held at the College on Sunday September 6th 2009.
The meeting took place in the Peter Points Library following lunch in the Mess Hall generously provided by the
College. About 25 OPs attended including Honorary OP Peter Points.
In his report outgoing Chairman Ian Williams (61-63) summed up “a very busy two years.” Overall, he said,
2008-09, in particular, had been both enjoyable and successful with a highlight being the Hurlingham Dinner in
April attended by a record 161 OPs. The key challenges facing the Society during his term of office, he said, had
been its relationship with younger OPs, its inability to find a successor to Hon. Sec. Lionel Stephens, updating
the Society’s database, the difficulty of operating within tight UK privacy laws and the need to improve financial
management.
During 2007-09, he said, the OP Society had gone some way to meeting these challenges. It had become part of the new
Pangbourne Association, launched an excellent new website, absorbed significant changes to the way it is financed,
resurrected theYear Group concept and virtually completed the transfer of the Harry Sykes MemorialTrust to the College.
Ian’s full presentation can be read on the OP Society website in the Minutes section at www.oldpangbournian.co.uk
Following Ian’s report Mark Dumas (64-68) was elected the Chairman of the Society. Six members of the old
committee were re-elected. Five new members joined the committee (Alexander Smith, Charlie Parry, Niall
Kilgour, Jeremy Hodgson and Anthony Clifford).
Resignations were accepted from Simon Harvey, John
Millensted, Alex Hunter and Danny Lee. Ian Williams
was appointed a Vice President of the Society while
Lionel Stephens became Honorary Vice President.
ACCOUNTS:
In the absence of the Hon. Treasurer at the AGM,
Mark Dumas presented the 2008-09 accounts. These
showed a deficit in the Income & Expenditure
Account of £2,016 compared to a deficit of £9,181 in
2007-08. General Funds totalled £32,499 as of April
5th, 2009, compared to £34,515 a year earlier. The
accounts were approved unanimously after some
discussion about the lower membership subscription

At the lunch in the Mess Hall on OP Day ahead of the AGM
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OVERSEAS REPS
Wayne Heyland (64-69) has agreed to become the OP Society Rep in the New York area. He may be
contacted at wheyland@aol.com or wheyland@worldcourier.com or by telephone at +12035950900
Former committee member Alex Hunter (89-96) a.hunter@darwinrhodes.com.au is now based in Sydney.
He is cooperating with Nick Lampe (60-64) nickandanne@optusnet.com.au to organise OP get-togethers
in New South Wales.
Other OP Reps overseas are:
Paddy Evelegh (Perth, Australia) pevelegh@hotmail.com
Geoff Rae (Brisbane, Australia) bengairn@optusnet.com.au
Charles Stuart (Melbourne, Australia) stuartit@melbpc.org.au
Ron Aldridge (Toronoto, Canada) raldri6780@yahoo.com
Richard Swinburne (Vancouver BC, Canada) r&mswinburne@telus.net
Nick Edwards (Auckland, New Zealand) jnedwards@xtra.co.nz
Cliff Bragg (Port Elizabeth, South Africa) brace@netactive.co.za
Shaun Maynard (Johannesburg, South Africa) psl@penmarine.co.za
Geoff Popple (Cape Town, South Africa) gemp@iafrica.com

HSMT DEVELOPMENTS:
The terms for the transfer of HSMT to the College have finally been agreed by our solicitors and the transfer
will take place on April 5, 2010, write HSMT Trustees Pip Smitham (64-69) and Christopher Reed (75-80).
Approximately £125,000 will be involved.
Sadly, the name of Harry Sykes is now known only to an older generation. With the formation of the Pangbourne
Association, greater focus on the “Pangbourne” corporate brand, more professional marketing of the College
and the declared intention of the Governors to launch a scholarship fund the conclusion is obvious. There is little
point in having two funds with the same registered charity number competing in the same market for the same
resources.
Having one fund will avoid confusion and, we believe, make future fund-raising that much more efficient. The
“objects” of the new fund will be very similar to those of the HSMT and, by centralising and concentrating
our efforts, we feel that the generosity of OPs in the past will be recognised and the new fund will form a solid
bedrock for the College’s future scholarship funding.
Moreover, the wider context is relevant. Over the last few years we have seen school fees in the independent
sector rise at extraordinary rates. As a result the funds accumulated over the last 30 years in the HSMT are now
unable to generate sufficient income to assist meaningfully in supporting the aims of the Trust.
Following lengthy deliberations with the OP Society and the College, it is therefore our view as Trustees that the
HSMT assets can best be used in future to support Pangbournians today by helping to give pupils at the school
the most up-to-date facilities to learn and to develop their skills.
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NEW HONORARY OPs ELECTED:
During 2009 the OP Society elected two new Honorary OPs – Robin Brodhurst who has taught at the College for
many years and has often helped OPs and the Society in various important ways; and Lindsey Hughes who joined
Pangbourne in 2006 as Marketing Director. Since then Lindsey has had a dramatic impact both on developing and
marketing the Pangbourne “brand” and enhancing the relationship between OPs and the College.

Robin and Lindsey join 34 other extant Honorary
OPs - Michael Allsop, Michael Atkins, Bob Barsby,
Caroline Bond, JK Calver, Brian Cunningham,
Bill Davies, D Fenna, John Flint, Thomas Garnier,
Kenneth Greig, D Harris, Paul Hills, JR Horner,
Anthony Hudson, David Isard, Peter Laverack,
PS Masters, Jim McBroom, Richard Norris, Ron
Obbard, RH Parsons, Ian Pearson, Gerry Pike,
Peter Points, Peter Politizer, Crispin Read-Wilson,
Diane Seidl, Graeme Simmons, Don Somner,
John Spriggs, Lionel Stephens, David Tooze and
Alan Vasa.
Hon. OP Crispin Read-Wilson retired from the
staff of the College after 18 years at the end of the
summer term. Many OPs will recall his erudite,
sensitive teaching and his love of sailing. He has
moved to Dorset and plans to sail, write and travel
in retirement.
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PANGBOURNE ASSOCIATION NEWS
“The Pangbourne Association (PA) is the over-arching organisation that brings together the whole Pangbourne
community,” writes Ian Williams (61-63). Ian is a past Chairman of the OP Society and one of five OP Society
representatives on the Association’s 11-person Executive Committee. “In addition to me, the other OPs on the
committee are Anthony Clifford (75-82), Stephen Davis (74-81) and Mark Dumas (64-68). There is one OP
vacancy. In addition Charlotte Butterworth (90-92) represents the Board of Governors.
The Pangbourne community includes not only OPs but also other Pangbourne-related organisations such as
POPS (Parents of Pangbourne Students), the PPA (Pangbourne Parents Association), the Board of Governors and
those working at the College.
During 2009 the committee met several times at the College to discuss and coordinate social events and to work
on how best to build stronger links with OPs and the College. A major change introduced during 2009 relates to
the way the OP Society is funded. The Society now submits an annual budget proposal to the PA which collates
it with others and forwards it for final approval to the Board of Governors. This process involves the Society
anticipating expenditure for the next 12 months but otherwise is far easier to manage than the previous system of
relying on unspecified, leaver-related grants from the College.”

OBITUARIES
John Faber (38-41) became a Sub-Lieutenant in the Royal
Naval Reserve at the age of 17 and served as a young officer in
the Indian Navy during World War II. After the war he joined
a London-based advertising agency. Encountering the Moral
Rearmament movement (MRA) he resigned his job in order to
“advertise change” as a volunteer with MRA. He returned to
India 10 times, spending 13 years there, in support of Rajmohan
Gandhi, a grandson of Mahatma Gandhi, in his campaigns for
a “clean, strong and united” democracy.
In 1961 John returned to the NCP to show the MRA feature
film Freedom, shot in Nigeria. He was a director of Grosvenor
Books, MRA’s publishing house, and a member and secretary
of The Oxford Group. He wrote extensively. His last book
Fear or Faith is an anthology of people’s attitudes towards
death. John’s greatest gift was selflessly to encourage the
talents of others. He died of a heart attack in September, 2009,
having weeks previously (see OPs In The News) helped to
save a 13-year-old girl who had got into difficulties in the sea
at Littlehampton.

John Faber

Sir Robin Gillett (39-43) died in April. At the NCP Robin was Chief of the College. He joined Canadian Pacific
in 1943 and served as a cadet in North Atlantic, Mediterranean and Russian convoys during World War 11. He
became a Master Mariner in 1951 and by 1957 was the youngest staff commander in Canadian Pacific. Coming
ashore in 1960 he joined a Lloyd’s insurance broking firm and became a Name in 1965 when he also began his
ascent in the City hierarchy, eventually becoming Lord Mayor of the City of London during Queen Elizabeth 11’s
Silver Jubilee celebrations in 1977. Among his many other accomplishments he was the long-serving Chairman
of the Board of Governors of Pangbourne College in the 1980s.
Maritime interests remained a constant theme throughout Robin’s life. He was an Elder Brother of Trinity House,
helped to establish the Maritime Volunteer Service, became a founder member of the Nautical Institute and was
vice chairman of the Port of London Authority. A keen sailor, he was commodore of the Royal Yacht Squadron in
1984. He was appointed GBE in 1976. In 2001 his autobiography “A Fish Out of Water” was published.
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Brian Goord (25-27) died in May aged 97. He was awarded
the DSC in World War 11 and served in the Royal Indian
Navy. His seagoing career was unusual. After the NCP he
served in the New Zealand Shipping Company before joining
the Royal Naval Reserve in 1934 and being recruited into the
Royal Indian Navy. In 1944 as Captain of the sloop Godavari
he took part in an action near the Seychelles which destroyed
an enemy submarine for which he was awarded the DSC.

Brian Goord

Retired from the RIN in 1947 on the transfer of power to
India, he moved to Kenya and developed a farm from virgin
bush. As a founding member of the multiracial New Kenya
Party he participated in the 1960 Lancaster House conference
in the lead-up to Kenyan independence. Four years later his
farm was compulsorily purchased for African resettlement.
He moved to Portugal and the Algarve and built properties.
His wife died in 1974 and he remarried but separated in 1984.
The next 20 years were spent cruising the Mediterranean in
his yacht Novanda. He moved to New Zealand five years ago
to join his son who farms near Christchurch.

Hugh G H Tracy (26-29), Rear-Admiral CB DSC, died in September, 2009, aged 96.
He was the eldest son of Cdr AFG Tracy, Captain Superintendent of the Nautical College
1921-35. After Pangbourne, he took a degree in Marine Engineering. In 1941, while still
only a Lieutenant, he was appointed senior engineer of the aircraft carrier Illustrious.
Two years later he won the DSC for gallant conduct as her Second-in-Command. In
Illustrious he was involved in the capture of Madagascar and the Salerno landings in
Italy before joining the Eastern Fleet based in Trincomalee.
After the war Hugh held various sea training posts and was promoted Rear Admiral. His final appointment in
the RN was as Director of Marine Engineering at Manadon, Plymouth. On retiring in 1965 he was appointed CB
and became a consultant to the Atomic Energy Authority. Later he was technical director of Polar Engines.
LIVES REMEMBERED*
John F. Adams (43-45) was a Captain RNR. He sailed with Harrison Line, British Rail Fleet and Orchidia
Whites Marine Services and was also a Marine Superintendent in London.
John M. Baynham (25-27) was the second oldest OP, aged 97 when he died in November, 2008. He worked
for Orient Line, served in the RNVR in World War 11 and worked in industry afterwards. In retirement he
became an accomplished artist.
George Boswell (47-51) sailed with Port Line, Sealink, HM Coastguard and English Channel Ferries and
was a stevedore in New Zealand. He retired to Malaga and worked with the charity Care for Dogs.
Robert P. Carter (34-37) sailed with Malta convoys during World War 11 and later served with 45 and 41
Commando, Royal Marines. He reached the rank of Lt. Col and was awarded an OBE and an MC.
W F Charter (43-46) had a full career in the Royal Navy until 1982 followed by a spell in the Sultan of
Oman’s Royal Yacht Squadron.
John H. Clutterbuck (26-29) served in the RNVR during the Second World War before becoming a
schoolmaster. He was on the staff of St. Michael’s, Tavistock, in Devon for 50 years and was awarded an
MBE for “services to education.”
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Rex A. Cole (43-46), brother of David (46-50), served in the Merchant Navy before becoming a farmer in
Kenya and, later, in Kent.
A J Cornforth (41-45) ran a pharmaceutical company and lived in Switzerland.
Tim Cottrell (42-45), one of four brothers from the Isle of Wight who attended the NCP, went to sea with
Clan Line and then came ashore to work for an engineering development firm. On retiring he lived in
Yarmouth.
W S Graff-Baker (36-39) worked for BTH Ltd. in the 1960s
Neil Langford (40-42) served in Union Castle and was involved in landings in North Africa in World War
11. After the war became a sales director in Leicester.
F I D MacDowel (38-41) served in the Royal Navy reaching the rank of Cdr, before emigrating to New
Zealand where he worked for the Auckland Dockyard Authority
Timothy Olney (52-55) joined Elder Dempster after the NCP. Later in life he became an antique porcelain
dealer. He was a close friend of Geoff Rae, the OP Rep in Queensland.
WAD Phipps (49-52) joined the Royal Canadian Navy after Pangbourne. In 1963 he apprenticed to a
silversmith and became an outstanding craftsman, producing silver for Queen Elizabeth 11.
John R. Platt (35-40), a Cdr RN awarded the OBE, spent 35 years in the Royal Navy. During the remainder
of his career he was Estates Officer at Highbury Technical College.
W.Colin Rimmer, Lt Cdr RNR, was Executive Officer at the NCP 1960-71. A former P&O officer, he
demanded the highest standards of cadets. In 1971 he resigned and went back to sea with Tor Line. Later he
headed the Avon River Conservancy based in York.
George A. Stone (34-37) spent his career in aviation, first with the RAF and later with BEA until he retired
in 1974.
Peter E.H. Thomas (33-37), Wing-Cdr RAF. He was awarded the AFC. During World War 11he flew
Sunderland flying boats.
John M. Turner (44-47) joined the Ellerman Lines after Pangbourne and left to become a pilot first in Aden
and finally with Trinity House.
Peter Wilding-Davis (50-53) served in Cunard and Blue Star Line, becoming Captain of MS Pacific Star
aged 26. He moved to Vancouver, British Columbia, in 1966 to become a Marine Superintendent. Later he
ran a gravel truck company and farmed.
Robert G. Woodward (29-32) was a Cdr RN. He commanded eight destroyers and frigates during his
naval career before joining the NSPCC.

* These OPs died during 2009. Longer obituaries can be read on the OP website at www.oldpangbournian.co.uk >news>obituaries
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BIRTHS AND MARRIAGES
John Cooke (72-76) married Mandy Cox in London on May 16, 2009. The
ceremony was followed by celebrations at the Soar Mill Cove Hotel, Salcombe,
near John’s home. John writes: “A great day was had by all in the blustery conditions
with the English Channel as a background, with a boisterous kite competition
and a magician to keep the smaller children amused. The Red Bullets provided
excellent musical accompaniment for the evening’s entertainment.”
Andrew (Bart) Simpson (90-95), Pangbourne’s latest Olympic gold medal winner,
got married in August. His best man was his long time sailing partner and fellow
Olympian Iain Percy. The duo first met aged 8 at an under-16 national regatta.
Richard Hurman (93-00) got married in August to a girl from the Royal School, Haslemere, who he met whilst
at Pangbourne when the two schools held joint events to prepare for a trip to Madagascar in 2000, according to
his mother.
Alex Hunter (89-96) married Bonnie Malcolm-Green at St. Salvatore’s Chapel
in St. Andrews on August 23, 2008. A break in the wet and windy Scottish
summer weather saw a glorious day attended by fellow OPs Penny Smith,
Sophie Crichton, Rupert Young, John Langton and Best Man Edward Burnett.
Alex and Bonnie live in Sydney, Australia.
Steve Cross (88-93) reports that his wife Jules loves every minute of being
a mum for the first time. She gave birth to a son Samuel Charles Cross on
February 23, 2009.
Simon Brock (70-74) became a proud father on August 12, 2008, when his wife Aiden gave birth to a son Oliver
Matthew Brock. Olly was christened at St John’s Cathedral, Hong Kong, on November 12, 2008. Simon writes:
“Of course, I now have to work harder than ever, especially if Olly is to be the third Brock to attend Pangbourne!”

NEWS FROM THE COLLEGE
Academic and sporting achievements at the College during the past year have been outstanding and real progress
has been made in improving the College “fabric” according to a report given to the OP Society in November by
Headmaster Thomas Garnier.
Despite the recession numbers are holding up well; 417 pupils enrolled for the Winter term 2009, nine more
than in 2008 and just three short of the all-time record. An Open Morning for prospective parents in September
attracted 128 families. Leadership within the school is particularly evident this year with a strong Sixth Form
that has a focused work ethic that is benefiting everyone. Rugby is buoyant while the girl’s hockey X1 won the
Berkshire Cup for the fifth time in sixth years with a thrilling win over Wellington.
In November a well attended careers fair for sixth formers was held in the Sports Hall at the College. OPs
attending included Ian Williams (61-63), George Kinnear (57-61) representing IT Consultancy and David
Rendle (73-78). The RAF did well as did the Army. The fair was also attended by Pangbourne parents and other
local 6th formers together with their teachers and some parents. This fair is an annual event which, it is hoped,
will attract many more OP potential employers. Anyone interested should contact Beth Reynaert, the College
careers officer, at beth.reynaert@pangcoll.co.uk
Earlier in the year the College was awarded International Baccalaureate World School status. In September it began
offering the IB Diploma programme. As part of the authorisation process the College received commendations for
the vision of the governing body and senior management team, the preparedness of the teaching staff, the College’s
commitment to placing the student at the centre of education and for instilling a learning culture and pleasant ethos.
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Another pat on the back came by way of the Charity Commission which concluded in July that the College (one of
five private schools examined) “is a charity and is operating for the public benefit.” It added: “Taking into account
what is reasonable and appropriate in the circumstances of this charity, it does provide sufficient opportunity to
benefit in a material way for those who cannot afford the fees, including people in poverty.” The full report may
be read on the Commission’s website at www.charitycommission.gov.uk/publicbenefit/assesspangbourne.asp

THE NETWORK WITH NOTES CAMPAIGN – AN UPDATE
With more than £1.5 million pledged, the College Networks with Notes campaign to raise funds to build a
new Music School and Information Technology (IT) facility is about 20% short of its £2 million target, writes
Marketing Director Lindsey Hughes. She adds:
“The success of the campaign so far owes much to the outstanding generosity of Old Pangbournians, parents (past
and present), governors, staff and pupils. Around 170 major gifts have been received including 55 from OPs.
The combined Music School and IT suite will be sited at the top of the College drive, effectively enclosing the
academic quadrangle. State-of-the-art facilities will include a recital hall (with seating for 70), a computerised
control room, recording facilities, practice rooms, classrooms for music and classrooms and server rooms for IT
instruction. The project is due to be sent out for tender in December, 2009, with construction commencing in 2010.
Undaunted by the repercussions of the credit crunch, we remain determined to achieve the target and are confident
that, with support continuing and confidence levels high, we will reach our objective during 2010.”
The role of OPs in raising funds for this project has also drawn warm appreciation from the Headmaster, Thomas
Garnier. In his words: “Pangbourne is first and foremost about people, and in particular, about investing in the
future by educating and equipping young Pangbournians with the skills and values necessary to succeed and
contribute in the wider community. I am extremely appreciative of the generosity that has been shown by OPs,
our parents and pupils and by our friends, all of whom share a common belief – that our support today will
successfully engage future Pangbournians in enterprise, innovation and action.”

The planned Music/IT centre designed by OP Rob Mitchell to be sited next to the Modern Languages building
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
The 2010 OP Dinner will be held at the College on Friday 16th April. Costs are being worked out. For
more information, please check the OP website
OP Society committee meetings in the first half of 2010 will take place at 6.00pm on February 23 and June
8 at the Naval Club, 38 Hill Street, Mayfair, LondonW1J 5NS. All OPs are welcome to attend.
The summer meeting of the OP Golf Society will be held at Hankley Common GC on June 22. Contact
Charlie Parry at parry1@gotadsl.co.uk
Willie Shuttleworth (66-70) is arranging an OP Army drinks party at the Turf Club for 2010. For more
details contact washuttleworth@btinternet.com
Founders’ Day will be on Saturday 3rd July. All OPs are welcome. Special invitations will be extended by
the College to OPs who left in the 1980s and 1990s.
The OPGS vs. The College golf match will be held at Goring & Streatley GC on October 12. Contact
Charlie Parry at parry1@gotadsl.co.uk
Lindsey Hughes has produced a list of Australian OP contacts for Alex Hunter (89-96)
a.hunter@darwinrhodes.com.au He is trying to arrange a Reunion in the Sydney area.
The Secretary of the Conway Worcester Pangbourne Association in Singapore, Nick Goodwin
(OC 68-70), is organising a long weekend get-together on either May 20 or May 27, 2011. He hopes to
attract at least 50 persons and already has 37 confirmed bookings. If you wish to attend, please contact him
at nickagoodwin395@ymail.com

OP MERCHANDISE FOR SALE
OP Silk Tie
Traditional design/silk. Our price: £ 17.50

OP Socks
Cotton socks. Claret and white strip. Our price: £ 6.50

OP Enamel Cufflinks
Available in blue and red with the college crest engraved.
Our price: £ 29.50
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OP Silver Cufflinks
In silver with the college crest engraved. Our price: £ 49.50

OP Ladies Pin
Our price: £ 15.00

Prices include postage. Cheques should be made out to “The OP Society.” Orders should be mailed to The
Shop Manager, Pangbourne College, Pangbourne, Reading RG8 8LA. Tel: 0118-976-7476; Fax: 0118-984-5443;
Email: Karen.Townsend@pangcoll.co.uk
A new silk OP tie, made to the original design but with more colour and better quality fabric, is also available. It
may be purchased from Dege & Skinner for £30 (bow ties £22.50) at 10 Savile Row, London W1S 3PF (Tel: 020
7287 2941). Or you can send an email and cheque (please add £1 for p&p per item) to OP William Skinner (MD
of Dege & Skinner) at william.skinner@dege-skinner.co.uk
Lionel Stephens’ history of Pangbourne College may be obtained direct from the author at 4 Lycroft Close,
Goring-on-Thames, Reading RG8 OAT.

NOTES FROM THE EDITORS
Satisfying every OP aged between 18 and 98 is a bit of a challenge but it is our objective. The first issue of this
revamped magazine – really a long newsletter - is bound to fall short in some respects. What we want to know from
OPs is how we can improve – which is the reason for the reply-paid postcard inserted with this publication.
Please fill it in and return to Lindsey Hughes at the College. We will endeavour to take on board your input. If it
is generally positive, then it is likely we will produce another newsletter along similar lines in 2010. If not, it will
be back to the drawing board.
Essentially, the OP website is now regarded by the OP Society committee and the Pangbourne Association as the
primary means of communication with OPs. This newsletter is designed to fill a gap – to reach out to those OPs
who do not have access to the Internet and/or to satisfy those OPs who prefer a paper product.
By its nature a publication like this cannot be as timely or comprehensive as the website. There are bound to be
things we overlook, omit or have to shorten. OP obituaries are one such item. Were we to run full length obituaries
here it would take up a quarter of the pages. We urge those wanting to read full obituaries to go on the website
where longer notices are posted.
Next year we hope to receive far more input via blogs on the website and letters from OPs telling us about their
post-College lives, their activities and their memories. We need more digital photographic material. We want
fuller accounts of things like reunions and sports events. The website is your website, just as this publication is
your publication. We look forward to hearing from you!
The Editors
Printed by Richfield Graphics: 0118 946 2225
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