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A WORD FROM THE CHAIRMAN
I write this having just returned
from a very moving Remembrance
Sunday service at the College.
Imagine the setting. A packed
Falklands Memorial Chapel. Great
hymns - in particular Eternal Father
Strong To Save which, if we had to
select a Pangbourne hymn, would
certainly be my choice. The College
Band in fine fettle. To add to the
significance of the occasion, I had
the great honour of laying a wreath
in memory of all Old Pangbournians
who gave their lives in the service
of their country. It was a magical
hour-long occasion.

our Guest of Honour and told us
how much he owed to the College,
to his headmaster Peter Points and
to his housemaster, Peter Politzer,
for identifying and nurturing his
abilities.

Every year we are invited to
talk to the Sixth Form about the OP
community and how it can help.
Steve Davis (74-81) has kindly
fulfilled this role recently and
we hope that a younger OP will
join him in future. Last year, for
nearly the first time, OPs also had
a presence at the College’s Careers
Fair. David Nicholson (64-69)
This was but one highlight, kindly agreed to man our stand
however, of a busy year. You might and it was by all accounts a great
recall that the College now funds success. This sort of interaction is
our work so it was only right that a perfect example of how OPs can
the OP Society made a presentation assist the College and its students
to the Board of Governors which today by encouraging ideas about
we did during the summer. We career options.
explained how we are helping OPs
On another front your Committee
communicate and interact with
produced new Rules to guide the
each other better using the recently
activities of the Society. The old
upgraded OP website, this magazine
regulations were a product of
and numerous sporting and social
events.
We held our Annual Dinner
in London on HQS Wellington
(a ship which served as a convoy
escort in the North Atlantic during
the Second World War). Captain
Stephen Taylor (55-60), who had
a distinguished career in the Royal
Navy and is now Chairman of the
trust that underpins the Wellington,
was our generous host. Those
present had a most enjoyable
evening. Patrick Derham (74-78),
headmaster of Rugby School, was

the 1970s and definitely needed
a review. The fundamentals are
unchanged but the arrival of the
web, e-mails, data protection
developments and so on has required
us to update them. We are grateful
to Ian Williams (61-63) for his hard
work on this project. Thanks to the
electronic age, Ian Lindsay (45-49)
in Queensland, Australia, was able
to provide some invaluable editing;
such collaboration would have been
inconceivable a few years ago.
I would also like to thank
Ian Lindsay for single-handedly
arranging the production of an
anthology of some of the best
articles from The Log and The
OP magazine over the years. This
publication is being sent out to those
OPs who responded to my letter last
autumn.
On the subject of timely
communication, it is obviously
cheaper and more efficient for
us nowadays to communicate by
e-mail with as many OPs as we

Returning OPs on Founder’s Day outside Illawarra
Abigail Carlise, Lucy Heyman, Sophie Sherlock, Olivia Quesnel & Sam Brett
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can. However, mass distribution
by this method does sometimes
get channelled away from the
recipients’ main e-mail address by
“firewalls” to your junk mail box
so please always do check for this
eventuality. And please let us know
if you change your email address!
Another form of interaction
we now have at our disposal
is the upgraded OP website. In
this connection our President,
Robin Knight (56-61), has been
commissioned by the Governors
to write an illustrated History
of Pangbourne to coincide with
the College’s centenary in 2017.
He is looking for interesting
anecdotes of life at the College
and also examples of Pangbourne
vocabulary/expressions. If you have
recollections which you feel might
be of interest please contact him
either by e- mail: k7ght@btinternet.
com or by post c/o Lindsey Hughes,
Director of Marketing, Pangbourne
College, Pangbourne, Reading RG8
8LA or by visiting the OP website.
There you will find a red button on
the home page marked ‘Memories’
which will take you to the page on
which to post your material.

UPDATE FROM THE
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS

I am also delighted to report
that Willie Shuttleworth has
agreed to coordinate the Overseas
Representatives whom the Society
designates around the globe.
His first task is to unearth more
Representatives. If you can help,
please respond to his appeal
elsewhere in this issue.
We are, of course, always
pleased to hear about OP gatherings
wherever they take place and urge
OP Reps and OP Decade Reps to
arrange more such events. In that
connection an unusual lunch for all
OPs living in New Zealand will take
place with the Society’s support
at the Royal Yacht Squadron in
Auckland on February 20th, 2012.
Robin Knight will be visiting the
city that day on holiday so we have
taken the chance – through the good
services of Nick Edwards (5558) and Robin Paine (55-58) - to
organise this get-together and hope
that as many as possible of the 50
or so OPs in the country will attend.

Dear Old Pangbournian
As I write this at the start of December I have just received the good news that the College has
completed the sale and leaseback of St George – more commonly known as Croft House – to Bewley
Homes plc. It was a complex transaction by any measure and undertaken in quite awful economic
times. But the deal has gone through at our target price and on favourable terms. All of this means
that the next phase of capital investment in the College is secured.

OP Chairman Mark Dumas (64-68)

With the sale proceeds in the bank for a very brief period, we are almost debt free which must be
a first for Pangbourne. But the College is no stranger to borrowing and these funds are earmarked to
support the long term renewal and replacement of the College’s facilities – onward and upward as
the saying goes!

Finally, we are very grateful
for all the help we receive. At the
College the Headmaster, Thomas
Garnier, is a great supporter of our
initiatives, while Lindsey Hughes
is invaluable and our main working
link. Your Committee would also
like to put on record the fantastic
work done on our behalf by
Robin Knight. We know that this
magazine and (increasingly) the OP
Other events pencilled in for website are popular but without his
2012 include the annual OP Dinner encouragement and cajoling they
that will be held at the College on would not be as comprehensive or
26th October, a drinks reception at readable as they are.
the Hurlingham Club in May for all
Your Committee continued to OPs with a seagoing naval (MN/
MARK DUMAS (64-68)
work hard for the Society throughout RN/RM) record and a possible
2011 and I would like to thank reunion lunch for OPs living in the
everyone concerned – in particular Midlands. I hope we meet there or
Anthony Fenwick-Wilson (53-57), at another function during the year.
Andrew Adams (79-84) and Willie
Shuttleworth (66-70), all of whom
At the 2011 AGM a question was asked about how OPs can leave
retired recently having served their
money to the College in their wills following the winding up of the
six year terms. We are slowly getting
Harry Sykes Memorial Trust.
younger OPs involved and I am
Effectively, there are two ways at present, to Pangbourne College
pleased that Lucy Hamblin-Rooke
in general; or to a specific named interest or activity or project at the
(01-08) will be joining us in 2012
College. Either way, the College is extremely grateful for any funds
together with Willie Donaldson
bequeathed to it.
(91-96). Lucy brings two important
links to our deliberations having
Any OP who is interested in doing so may consult in advance
joined the staff at the College last
with the College Marketing Director, Lindsey Hughes, via Lindsey.
year and also being able to represent
Hughes@pangcoll.co.uk or by mail to her at Pangbourne College,
the considerable number of female
Pangbourne, Reading RG8 8LA.
OPs who now belong to the Society.

The Headmaster gives a full account elsewhere in this publication of what is happening at
Pangbourne. Apart from our bumper land sale and the College’s production of ‘Grease’, I think the
highlight of 2011 for me was the recent Open Day for Governors. Each year the College hosts a
programme for Governors which includes sitting in on lessons, meeting staff on a one-on-one basis
and attending presentations. This is followed by dinner with all the staff – academic, administrative
and support – which is always a convivial and informative occasion.
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Having attended many similar occasions over the years I have to say that the 2011 Open Day was
the best ever. It was pleasing to observe children eager to learn across the spectrum of the classrooms
and the obvious enthusiastic commitment of teachers. There was real engagement and I believe this
exercise demonstrated impartially what the Headmaster has been seeking to achieve in changing
the learning culture at the College and building ‘Team Pangbourne’. It was also clear that the new
timetable was helping a great deal.
The whole exercise took me back to my own school days. I could not remember Shakespeare
being such fun and Biology at 5th form level was covering topics unheard of in my day. So much
for the “dumbing down” of exams you often hear mentioned. This is what Pangbourne is about and
all strength to the collective elbow as the College continues to climb the ladder of excellence and
progress.
At the dinner afterwards my theme for my few words was that ‘We are all on the same team’. I
do not think there has been a more accurate expression of the Board’s commitment to the College
in seeking to support all the staff as they go about their work, whatever the part they play. To me,
teaching is a tough profession. It is one I admire and, as I said to the
staff, it is one that I am glad I did not choose for myself.
To all OPs I say ‘Thank you so much for your support and for your
continuing interest.’ The OP Society is hugely important part of the
College’s community and long may it continue to flourish.
My best wishes to you all
Michael Allsop, Chairman of the Board of Governors

FOUNDERS’ DAY 2011
‘REACHING OUT’

Young OPs - Ed Nation, Oliver James, Adam Kelvey, James Landers, Ian Comery & Sam McCarthy-Primett

Inspection by Second Sea Lord,
Vice Admiral Charles Montgomery CBE ADC

Another lovely sunny July
day framed the 94th celebration
of Founders’ Day. The Guest of
Honour was the Second Sea Lord,
Vice Admiral Charles Montgomery
CBE ADC.
The various activities during
the day conformed to the pattern
set in recent years, including the
traditional Parade and Inspection, a
cricket match on Big Side between
OPs and a College XI, some fine
music, arts and drama presentations
and Beat Retreat.
A large turnout of OPs of all
generations, including a reunion of
a dozen OPs who had left the NCP
50 years earlier in 1961, marked the
occasion and in his keynote speech
the Headmaster, Thomas Garnier,
observed that “relationships with
OPs are perhaps better than they
have ever been. Their desire to
develop these further to offer
careers advice or work experience
placements is much appreciated.”

A proud tradition lives on

The theme of the day was
‘Reaching Out.’ It had, the
Headmaster explained in his speech,
two dimensions as it relates to the
present-day College - increasing
cultural awareness; and service to
others. He went on: “One of the
unfortunate consequences of our
strong traditions, our small size
and our beautiful rural location is
that we could easily become rather
inward-looking – proud of the show
we put on, proud of our successes
and rather narrow in our view of
the world and complacent about
the realities of life for those less
fortunate than ourselves.”
In fact, as the Headmaster also
noted, Pangbourne “reaches out”
in various positive ways including
through the Duke of Edinburgh
Awards Scheme, World Challenge
expeditions to places like Ecuador
and through a range of charitable
activities. Chapel collections on
Sundays are donated around the
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world and during the summer of
2011 the College 1st XV rugby
tour to South Africa helped to raise
money for a school in a township.
In addition, individual pupils
undertake their own initiatives. One
in 2011 by Florence Pugh involved
her writing and performing a song
in aid of the Red Cross Japan
Earthquake Appeal that was posted
on You Tube and raised £1,600.
Going forward, the Headmaster
suggested, the need is to deepen
and widen this engagement.
Pangbourne’s ethos, he said, “used
to be expressed as ‘Leadership,
Self-discipline and Service, and it is
still a good summary. I think we are
quite good at the first two but we are
still developing our understanding
of serving others…Looking outward
can be overwhelming – where does
one start? I hope that before long
we will have been able to establish
a link with a school overseas.”

Tea time on Big Side

Miles Eden-Smith watching the College on parade

LCS with Steve Norris and Ted Pratt

A group of OPs with Steve

Some young OPs

OPs gathering on Big Side
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NEWS FROM THE COLLEGE
Headmaster, Thomas Garnier,
writes: It is a great pleasure to be
able to write a short summary of the
past year at the College. As always,
I have had to be very selective to
fit the space available but there is
no doubt in my mind that this is
an exciting time for Pangbourne,
with success in many areas hinting
strongly at more to come.

and cost of the programme could Georgia Francis – invited to join the
only be justified if demand for the GB training camp at Nantes over
IB grew quickly.
Christmas.

We
remain
completely
committed, however, to the aims
of academic rigour, a broad
education with an emphasis on
service and increasing intercultural
understanding, and believe that the
decision to drop the IB programme
Academically, the summer will enable us to develop these
holidays concluded with some whilst concentrating on delivering
pleasing exam results at ‘A’ Level, a wide range of A levels very well.
testimony to the changes taking
On the sporting front it has been
place in the learning culture. The
a very solid year. My highlights
A2 results were good – our third
include the unbeaten season of the
best A*-B percentage at 56%, with
girls’ 1st VII netball team – our
a higher proportion of the year
first ever in netball at that level; the
group obtaining at least one A grade
success of both the senior rugby
than in recent years. It was also a
sevens sides in the National Sevens
record year in terms of the average
Competition at Rosslyn Park, the
UCAS points score per exam entry.
boys reaching the quarter-finals
Our AS cohort posted similarly
and the girls the semi-finals; and
encouraging results, and at GCSE a
in rowing, the successes of the
larger number of students than ever
U15A VIII at Marlow Regatta,
obtained a full set of passes.
gaining a silver medal, only three
Two major academic decisions feet behind the National Schools
were made in the year. Firstly, Regatta champions, and the justfollowing lengthy consultations and formed girls’ VIII in reaching the
discussions, a new timetable was semi-finals of the Peabody Cup
introduced in September, based on at Henley, one of only two British
a two-week timetable with lesson crews to do so.
length increased to almost one hour.
Our sporting year finished
After one term, this seems a great
strongly with an excellent season
success with students and staff
for the 1st XV who won 19 out of 21
almost unanimous in their praise
fixtures. With an almost unbeaten
for the change and a calmer, more
U16 XV squad joining them next
focused atmosphere prevailing in
year, the potential is very exciting.
classes.
The very young girls’ hockey 1st
Secondly, it was decided that we XI have played some high quality
should discontinue the International hockey, with a very strong U14
Baccalaureate from September squad coming up behind to bolster
2012. This may seem a surprising the team in the years ahead. On the
decision, given that it was only river, the boys’ and girls’ squads
introduced recently, but the number have won numerous races in the
choosing to study the diploma had long-distance sculling events and
not increased as hoped for a number this bodes well for the summer, with
of reasons, and the added complexity two individuals – Ben Maxwell and
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Musically, it was a good year
and the Spring Concert was the
best I have heard since coming to
Pangbourne. Standards should rise
further once the new Music School
is complete. One reason is that it
will be equipped with a new set of
pianos from Steinway & Sons – a
brand synonymous with quality
– which will give the College the
status of an All Steinway School.
In Drama, the highlights for me
were the Dunbar (Junior House)
production of Grimm Tales, which
involved every member of the
Junior School, and our major
production Grease. With a cast of
40 pupils, over 20 technical crew,
a professionally-built stage set,
23 microphones and a sequence
of rocking and rolling singing and
dancing routines, Grease hit the spot.
As with music, the depth of acting
talent in the College compared to a
few years ago is striking. This was
reflected in the outstanding results
obtained in LAMDA exams, almost
half of which were awarded ‘with
Distinction’.
Meanwhile real progress has
been made on the property front and
a visitor to the College would have
to be peculiarly insensitive not to
be buoyed up by the sight of all the
building work! Construction of the
new Music/Computer Technology
complex at the College began in
April. All OPs who contributed
towards the £2 million target are
thanked for their support. Your
personal contribution has ensured
the success not just of this project
but, indeed, has helped to secure
the future of Pangbourne as we
move forward with optimism and

further ambitious and exciting
development plans. The Governors
and I have been greatly touched
by the many gestures of support.
Thank you! Once the splendid
new facilities are completed by the
start of the Summer term 2012, the
occasion is expected to be marked
by a formal opening celebration
to which all donors and the full
College community will be invited.

and leased back until September,
2012). OP cricketers traumatised
by the unpredictability of the Big
Side track on Founders’ Day will be
relieved to hear that a new square has
been laid. Improvements to the nets
and construction of a new pavilion
(to replace the one destroyed by an
arsonist in 2010) will begin soon.

another major building project to
include replacement of the 1960’s
science buildings. In these difficult
times, raising the wherewithal to
achieve this will be a challenge but I
dare to hope that all Pangbournians
will get behind our efforts.

I have enjoyed meeting many
OPs at numerous functions this
Although about £11 million year, not least the dinner in HQS
has been spent on improving the Wellington, on Founders’ Day and
The new St George girls’ College’s facilities since 2004, there at the two Over-60s lunches at the
boarding house is also well on remains much to do. Early next Turf Club. Thank you all for your
the way to completion in time for year, a Committee will begin to look warm support and please do come
the start of next academic year forward to the College Centenary and visit us.
(Croft House having been sold in 2017 and our plans will include

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 2011
Remembrance Sunday is always very well
supported by the past and present Pangbourne
College community, writes Alex Garnier.
More than 1,000 people, including parents,
staff, governors, OPs and past parents witnessed
the 2011 Remembrance Sunday parade at which
Brigadier Tom Lang was the Guest of Honour.
Although always a nail-biting experience for
the pupils, this particular College Sunday was
also the first time that new pupils had marched
with their Division.
It was also the first Remembrance Sunday for
the College’s new chaplain, the Reverend Neil
Jeffers, who officiated at the service held in a
packed Falkland Islands Memorial Chapel.

Michael Allsop, Thomas Garnier & Mark Dumas

The occasion proved to be both moving and
inspirational. The choir sang Malcolm Archer’s
anthem Eternal Father and the Bandmaster,
Jonathan Corry, performed The Last Post. The
Bishop of Reading, The Right Reverend Andrew
Proud, formerly Area Bishop of Ethiopia and the
Horn of Africa, gave a thoughtful sermon on
‘Dreams and Visions’.
Three wreaths were laid including one by the
OP Society Chairman Mark Dumas on behalf of
all Old Pangbournians to commemorate those
OPs who gave their lives in the Second World
War and subsequent conflicts.

Wreath laying on Remembrance Sunday
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THE OP DINNER 2011
Around 90 OPs attended the
58th OP Dinner, held on April
20th in HQS Wellington on the
Embankment in London.
In beautifully warm Spring
weather, the gathering met in the
early evening on the quarter deck
for pre-dinner drinks before going
below decks for an excellent three
course meal.
Speeches were made by OP
Chairman Mark Dumas (64-68),
Guest of Honour Patrick Derham
(73-78) and the Headmaster of the
College Thomas Garnier. Among
those also in attendance were Peter
Points and Peter Politzer (flanking
Patrick Derham) as well as the
chairman of the Wellington Trust
Capt. Steve Taylor (55-60) who had
generously facilitated the dinner,
and guests from the Naval Club
and the Old Conways. Photos of
the event were posted in the Gallery
section of the OP website.

Peter Points with Messrs Halford, Ackerman, Ram and Smitham

OP SPORT 2011
OP sports manager Charlie Parry (81-85) writes: “Old Pangbournians have always enjoyed their sport and
2011 was no exception. With an enthusiastic crowd of more recent leavers we were able to boost the number
of OPs taking part in our events. We now have regular fixtures against the College at cricket, golf and hockey.
Rugby has recently been reinstated to the College fixture list despite problems in arranging a fixture this year and
we hope that a tennis and possibly squash match will follow next summer.”

CRICKET Exciting Finale to Founders’ Day T20

In his speech Patrick spelled out
his debt to the College, describing
how he ended up at Pangbourne,
his memories of his time at the
school and the way this experience
changed his life.
He arrived in October 1973 on
a bursary after the Shaftesbury
Homes “Arethusa” project where
he was being educated at the time
was closed suddenly. “Peter Points
gave me – a poor boy from a broken
home in Scotland – a chance,” he
said. “I will always be grateful.”
His first memory of the College
is of sleeping in a bed and being
introduced to the game of rugby.
“Pangbourne was a walk-in-thepark after ‘Arethusa’,” he observed.
“What the College gave me was a
love of service, a sense of belonging,
and independence. The camaraderie

Andrew Adams with his friend Dr. Amanda Gummer

Garth & Strachan McDonald with another OP

Pre-dinner drinks on the quarterdeck

of Pangbourne was very special to
me – it’s still a very distinctive part
of the school. I hear nothing but
positives about the College today.”
Patrick Derham has been a
headmaster for 15 years, first at
Solihull School in the Midlands
and, since 2001, at Rugby
School. “The whole thrust of my
headship at Rugby has been to
give something back, especially to
children whose parents can’t afford
private education,” he said. “It’s all
down to my four and a half years at
Pangbourne.”
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Guest of Honour
Patrick Derham (73-78)

The annual cricket match held on
Founders’ Day between the OPs and
the College XI once again proved a
great success reports Chris Sutton
(96-01). “This year’s OP side was
made up of a mixture of old and
new leavers from the College, with
the bulk of the side coming from
2009-10 leavers. The College won
the toss and decided to bat first, in
a shortened 15 overs-a-side game.
Tom Bishop batted excellently, as
he did all season, making a classy
46 runs. The OPs bowling looked
young and energetic with Tom
Forsdike (07-09) leading the attack
with figures of 2 for 17 off 3 overs.
The College finished their 15 overs
on 95-5. The OPs opened the batting
with Phil Walden (05-10) and Joe
Reid (04-09) who got the team off to
a steady start. The College bowled

T20-cricket on Founder’s Day

well, taking wickets at regular
intervals. Needing nine runs to win
from the last over the OPs finished
one run short in an exciting finale.
So the College won the game for
9

the first time in three years. It was
another good- spirited match and
one that the many spectators and
players enjoyed. We look forward
to next year’s match.”

RUGBY OPs take on Old Tamensians
The highlight of the year, writes
Jack Muggeridge (01-08) was an
invitation from Old Tamensians, the
old boys of Lord Williams School
in Thame, to play against them on
their Founders Day in November.
“The OPs turned up with a strong
squad consisting of 19 players
spanning seven years’ of leavers.
We started the game very slowly but
managed to hold out for 15 minutes,
only giving away the odd penalty
goal. Then we conceded a try under
the posts which felt like the first of
OP Rugby Squad vs Old Tamensians
many. However, on occasion our
Anderson,
Jordan
backs did manage to tear through Rogers. Final score: 20-17 to the Jamie
the OTs’ backline with great ease OPs! Lord Williams School proved Abrahams, Tom Matthewman,
Will Hardcastle, Mike Riley,
so giving us some hope. But at half to be incredibly hospitable hosts.
Ben Tooze, Chris Torely, Will
time the score was 17-3 against us.
The OPs who played - a massive
Harwood and Stevo.
In the second half we took thank you to all of them - were
We are hoping to arrange games
control with some positive free- Tom Rogers, Ed Lea, Jo Binfield,
against
other old boys’ teams and
Olly
Huson,
Ben
Lawton,
Jack
flowing rugby which was rewarded
with three excellent tries by Jamie Muggridge, Tom Bishop, James the College in 2012.”
Anderson, Mike Riley and Tom Paterson, Joe Reid, Olly Walgren,

HOCKEY OP Ladies take on College 1st XI Girls
On December 8th the 1st XI
Girls hockey team welcomed
the OP Ladies to the College for
their annual fixture, writes Lucy
Hamblin-Rooke (01-08).
“The afternoon was very
enjoyable and many laughs were
shared amongst the OPs. We had
leavers from 2006 right the way
through to 2010 so it was a good
mix of ages. The first half proved to
be a bit of a shock to the system and
most of the OPs found themselves
longing for half time. Of course the
1st XI was in good shape and also
had a clear game plan including a
solid structure which was difficult
to break down. Eventually, the OPs
managed to play some spells of
good hockey and the score line was
2-2 for a large part of the second

OP Ladies Hockey Team (and one man!)

half. After a long period of pressure
from the College, however, the OP
XI managed to counter attack and
score the final goal of the match,
10

resulting in a 3-2 victory. I would
like to thank all the OPs who came
along – all your support is much
appreciated.”

GOLF OPs triumph at the Berkshire G.C.
Some 25 OP golfers – slightly
fewer than in recent years – turned
out at Hankley Common GC on July
5th for the summer meeting of the
OPGS, reports Charlie Parry. “The
course was in outstanding condition
following a regional qualifying
competition for The Open held
two weeks previously and the
morning weather was benign. As
a result, scoring was good. Willie
Donaldson (91-96) off 5 and Robin
Knight (56-61) off 12 tied for first
place with 38pts, Robin winning on
a count-back on the first nine holes.
Charles Llewellyn (56-61) won the
OPGS vs College, October 2011
nearest-the-pin award with a fine
shot at the tricky 16th to within six The College team was augmented handicap players so I am confident
by three OPs but still lost by 4-3. that we will be able to put in a team
feet.
Several outstanding performances in 2012. The date for the qualifier is
After an excellent lunch attended were recorded. The formidable OP May 26th.”
by Lionel Stephens, an afternoon duo of Nick Beattie (55-60) and
greensome stableford competition Peter Hughes (51-55) remained
was won in poor weather by the unbeaten for another year. Charles
redoubtable pairing of Willie Llewellyn went on a birdie blitz
Donaldson and Richard Parrett whilst Robert Kirby (the new
(72-80) with 40pts from Charles master-in-charge of golf at the
Llewellyn & Andrew Feary (78- College) holed from off the green at
81) with 39 pts and Tom Bond (03- the 18th to win his match. We must
10) & Robin Knight with 36pts. have left some grass on the fairways
Tom was one of two younger OPs as The Berkshire has offered us
we welcomed, the other being Friday October 12th as the date for
Conor Brown (01-08).”
the 2012 match. Finally, although
we did not enter the Grafton
In 2012 our summer meeting Morrish competition in 2011 the
Sam McCarthy-Primett and
will be at Huntercombe GC, near OPGS now boasts many single
Mark Dumas at Hankley
Henley, on June 19th. A number of
OPs are members there so we are
expecting a good turnout on what is
an excellent course – “a hidden gem
in the Oxfordshire countryside.” All
members of the OPGS – present
and lapsed – are urged to take
part by contacting Charlie Parry at
charlie@ward-thomas.co.uk
In
October
an
excellent
afternoon’s golf was enjoyed by
15 OPs and nine players from
the College on the Red Course
at The Berkshire GC near Ascot.

OPGS Hankley at the 37th hole
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SAILING OP Yacht Club launched in December
A little while ago a proposal to set up an OP Yacht Club was unanimously approved by the OP Society
Committee, writes Ian Williams (61-63). “We also wanted a burgee that would be immediately recognisable
to OPs and display our strong links with the College. After much debate we decided to stay true to the OP
Devitt & Moore flag and launched the club accordingly in December. Designed as a “virtual” club on a
worldwide basis, the steering committee modelled the draft Rules on the RYA’s model constitution, keeping
everything as simple as possible. The annual membership fee has been set at £25, the initial fee to include
the Club Burgee. Applications and nominations are now invited for the first Flag Officers and Committee
members of the Club. The draft Rules, Application and Nomination forms may be found on the OP website.
Copies have been forwarded by email to all those OPs who have already expressed an interest.
The OPYC, like the OPGS (golf), will be separate from the OP Society and be run by its elected officers
and committee. A Club Secretary will handle OPYC administration. In the first instance all communications
– in particular suggestions for events, real and virtual – should be addressed to me at woofwilliams@gmail.
com If you sail or own a yacht anywhere in the world, now is the time to step forward and become involved.
And if you believe you can help the new Club in any way whatsoever, do please volunteer! In the meantime
enormous thanks to all those who helped the steering committee, especially Niall Kilgour (63-68), Willie
Shuttleworth (66-70), Ian Shuttleworth (57-62), Nigel Hollebone (59-63) and Thomas Garnier.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 2012
New Zealand OPs Reunion Lunch
Royal Yacht Squadron,
Auckland, New Zealand
Monday 20th February
OP Society president Robin Knight will
be present. OPs in New Zealand at the
time who wish to attend should contact
Nick Edwards: jnedwards@xtra.co.nz

OPs and Friends in Queensland
meet on 14th Feb, 10th Apr, 12th
June, 14th Aug and 9th Oct
for Happy Hour & Lunch at 12 noon
at MJ’s Restaurant, Brisbane Transit
Centre. Contact Geoff Rae: OPSocQld@
optusnet.com.au

Drinks Reception for OPs
who served in Merchant and Royal
Navies planned for 16th May
at the Hurlingham Club in West London.
Details on the OP website or Mark
Dumas: mark@dumas.be

Reunion Lunch for OPs in the
Midlands planned for Spring 2012,
possibly in Stratford-on-Avon.
Details will be posted on the website.
Contact Lindsey Hughes: Lindsey.
Hughes@pangcoll.co.uk or Joe Sievier:
joe-sievier@hotmail.co.uk

Summer Meeting of the OP Golf
Society, Tuesday 19th June
at Huntercombe GC, near Henley, on
Contact Charlie Parry: charlie@wardthomas.co.uk

Founders’ Day 2012
Saturday 7th July
All OPs welcome. Special invitations will
be extended to OPs who left the College
in the 1960s. Contact Lindsey Hughes:
Lindsey.Hughes@pangcoll.co.uk

30th Reunion Dinner
Saturday 29th September
for everyone who started at Pangbourne
in 1977 (or for those who joined the Junior
School in 1975). Contact Anthony Clifford:
anthony_clifford@hotmail.com

OPGS vs College Golf Match
Friday 12th October
at The Berkshire GC. Contact Charlie
Parry: charlie@ward-thomas.co.uk

OP Dinner 2012
Friday 26th October
will be held at the College.
Overnight accommodation will be
available. Check the OP website or
contact Lindsey Hughes at Lindsey.
Hughes@pangcoll.co.uk
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Over-60s Lunch
Tuesday 20th November
at the Turf Club in London at 12 noon.
Contact: Adrian.stow@btinternet.com or
Mark@dumas.be

OPs in Queensland, Australia,
Annual Dinner, 9th November
at the United Services Club, Brisbane.
All OP visitors and friends are welcome.
Contact Geoff Rae at OPSocQld@
optusnet.com.au

OP Day 2012 and the AGM of the
OP Society
will take place at the College on a
Saturday in mid-November. Further
details on the OP website nearer the time.
All OPs are urged to attend.

OP Society Committee Meetings
Tuesday 7th Feb, Tuesday 12th
June & Tuesday 9th Oct
at 6.00pm at the Naval Club, 38 Hill
Street, Mayfair, London W1J 5NS. All
OPs welcome to attend. Further details
from anthony_clifford@hotmail.com

Biennial Australasian Conway
Worcester Pangbourne Reunion
23rd-26th May 2013
in Brisbane, Australia
Contact the organising committee
at: cwpq2013reunion@gmail.com

NEWS OF OPs
All OPs of every vintage are encouraged to post news about themselves on the Bulletin Board on the
OP website. OPs are also urged to contribute their Memories of Pangbourne to the site and to post examples
of the distinct Pangbourne vocabulary as part of the ‘History of Pangbourne’ centenary book project.
Graham Thomas (43-45) was
in touch with Lionel Stephens in
February following a change of
address. After the NCP he did his
National Service in HMS Illustrious.
In 2010 he was involved in the
unveiling of a “splendid memorial”
in Portland harbour to 29 sailors
from Illustrious who lost their lives
in a liberty boat disaster in October,
1948. Graham wrote that he owed
his life to the swimming instruction
given to him at the NCP by Pappa
Hemming.
Keith Mann (45-49) and David
Kent (39-43), two OPs living
in Christchurch, New Zealand,
were in touch to confirm that they
survived the 2011 earthquakes in
the city. “My family are all safe
and sound after our rather violent
wobbles” wrote Keith. “There
has been some damage to our
individual properties which in due
course will be repaired with the
cost being borne by the government
Earthquake Commission and/or
insurance companies. It is now the
time for readjustment and recovery.
It will take the city quite a while
to become fully operational again
with a lot of reconstruction to do.”
David reported that his house is in
“the luckiest area of Christchurch
and we are okay. Just books flying
off shelves, two broken vases and a
leaky connection on the hot water
tank. (But) the various shocks
have been nasty experiences and
somewhat disconcerting.”
Meantime the OP Rep in New
Zealand, Nick Edwards (5558), who lives in Auckland, was
fortunate that his wife Yoko was in
a plane ten minutes from touching

down in Tokyo when the Japanese
earthquake struck last year. The
plane diverted elsewhere and Yoko
eventually caught a train to Tokyo
next day, attended a family wedding
and then beat a hasty retreat back to
New Zealand.

A note from David Robin (4750) let us know that he attended
Founders’ Day with his wife. He
noted, inter alia, that the female
pupils were “looking very smart
in naval dress,” the haircuts (or
lack of them) of some of the male
cadets and was disappointed by
Charles Stuart (OP Rep in Beat Retreat “due to the prolonged
Melbourne, Australia) writes: “I rifle drill which seemed to be
caught up with C.J.S. Morris (43- more appropriate for an American
46) at a monthly WCP lunch in 2011 football game.”
after about 20 years of his absence.
In fact he had attended one of the
Through Chris Gilson-Taylor
lunches earlier in the year while I we learned that Philip Bellamy
was away. He is looking good as (48-53) lives 10 miles from him
the elder statesman of the luncheon in the German-speaking part of
crowd. It looks like our OP numbers Switzerland. The pair met at a model
of regulars is up to four.”
ship club in the Hettlingen area and
see each other often. Philip has lived
David Fisher (59-62) has in Switzerland for many years. A
returned to the UK after spending retired control electronics engineer,
many years in New Zealand. He he arrived in Switzerland to help
is living in Whitekirk, near North set up the country’s Bloodhound air
Berwick, East Lothian, Scotland.
defence system.

Sir Garth Morrison (66-61)
and David Fisher (59-62)
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When Claud Brandt (51-55)
left Pangbourne he wanted to enter
the MN but having passed all the
entry requirements to join British
India was told that his eyes would
fail when he was about 21.
“I was devastated,” he wrote.
“As an alternative means to get
into the MN I took up marine
engineering under a scheme linked
to P&O but never actually made it
to sea as I decided the engine room
was not really where I wanted to be.
Having completed National Service
and
attended
Loughborough
College I went into construction
and eventually joined Taylor
Woodrow International. I spent 30
years with the company working
on projects in several countries
including Romania, Ghana, Brazil

and Malaysia. Later I moved into IT
until I retired in 2000 as IT Manager
for Taylor Woodrow Construction.
I live now in Singapore where
I’m the resident director of the
leading UK software supplier to
the construction industry namely
COINS – Construction Industry
Solutions – which takes me to Hong
Kong and Malaysia.”
Lynn Connell (53-55) who
lives in Howick, New Zealand,
experienced serious lung problems
while on a “disastrous sojourn”
in the UK in 2011 and had to be
Medevac’d back to New Zealand
in October. After a spell in hospital
he was looked after for a week by
John Champion (57-61) and his
wife Sally. Having returned home,
he contracted pneumonia and was
rushed back to hospital. As of midNovember he was recovering well
“as long as I take it easy.”

Charles Barton (54-58)

Charles Barton (54-58) lives in
Norway. He visited the College in
May, 2011, for the first time since
he left in 1958 and lunched at The
Swan in Pangbourne with Lionel &
Pat Stephens and his cousin Susan.
Richard Waldron (52-56):
Artist Richard held an exhibition
“Art in the City” at Painter’s Hall in
the City of London during 2011 and
another show of his work with the
Dorking Group of Artists at Denbies

waterfowl and other birds in the
United States. A flavour can be
gained from the park’s website at
www.shwpark.com

vineyard gallery. Richard works in
acrylic, pastels, oil, watercolour,
charcoal, conte and pen and ink and
is happy to demonstrate or tutor
groups or individuals in drawing or
painting in various media. He can
be reached through his home page
www.richardwaldron-art.co.uk
Rex Irwin (55-59) is a wellknown art dealer in Woollahra,
NSW, Australia. His “shop” is an
art gallery which he has run for
the last 35 years, mostly dealing
in living Australian artists www.
rexirwin.com/03_gallery_artists “I
suppose you would say I am now
one of the most respected art dealers
in Australia and almost the only one
with connections in London and
Berlin,” he writes. David Hockney
has become a special friend and
Rex will be in London in March to
see a major Hockney retrospective
at the Royal Academy. His gallery
has been a sponsor of the Australian
Opera for 30 years so he is frequently
at the Sydney Opera House – “a
flawed masterpiece.”

Old mates - Robin Paine (55-58)
with Mike Matthews (54-59)

Joe Sievier (57-61) was unable
to attend Founders’ Day 2011 as he
hoped. Instead he was in hospital
undergoing a quadruple heart bypass operation. By September he
reported he was “better by the day...
walking and doing everything ‘in
moderation’. My wife’s favourite
sayings are: “No” and “You are
not allowed that and if you were,
certainly not as much as that”! I had
the operation in the Queen Elizabeth
Hospital in Birmingham. They were
outstanding and faultless. I have
Robin Paine (55-58) divides had to get a new pair of glasses
his retirement between Kent and and the hearing aid is on the way!
Auckland, New Zealand. He True. When all is done and dusted,
is writing a book with an ex- I should be as good as new and just
Hoverlloyd captain who lives in like a real ‘up-market’ (!) second
Tasmania titled “On a Cushion of hand car!”
Air - The History of Hoverlloyd
Mike Lubbock (57-61) is
and the Hovercraft” – which will be
published in May, 2012. “We have Executive Director of Sylvan
been at it for two years as we are Heights Waterfowl Park at Scotland
writing it as seen through the eyes of Neck, North Carolina, USA. He had
the people involved,” he explains. been hoping to attend Founders’
“Sadly, some of the key players Day in 2011 but instead was in
have passed on. The politics, the Brazil collecting eggs from a very
difficulty in having the invention rare duck he has been working with
recognised,
the
development, for the past ten years. The height
plus the near disasters that could of this duck’s laying season was
have killed hundreds as a result the first few weeks of July and he
of inadequate training and basic had to be on hand to ensure that
navigation systems, and why it all the eggs were brought safely into
stopped, (except for some small captivity in Brazil. Any OP visiting
ones still in operation), are all told North Carolina is most welcome to
see what Mike has achieved with
in the book.”
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It’s ridiculous at my age though
good for the soul and keeps me
occupied.” He was in London in
May and later that month took part
in the Australasian CWP Biennial
A.R. Lade (57-61) reports that weekend in Singapore. In Perth he
he spent 31 “very enjoyable years in is a regular attendee at the quarterly
the Royal Marines” after leaving the CWP pub lunches - at Clancy’s in
College. On leaving the Marines he Freo.
became a civil servant working for
the MoD (RM) in Portsmouth for
Jonathan Priest (57-61), another
seven years. “For the last 12 years I Perth resident, wrote during 2011 to
have been in semi-retirement (living say that “it seems incredible that it
in Bishops Waltham) doing a bit of is 50 years this summer since we
part-time gardening. It gets me out were all up the hill at Pangbourne.
of the house and keeps me fit!”
I socialise with Paddy Evelegh who
is round the corner from us here, but
J.W.P. Richardson (57-61), otherwise do not come across too
formerly Chief Executive of the many OPs locally. I am settled and
Injured Jockey’s Fund and a retired have more or less managed to retire,
solicitor based in Newmarket, was though there is so much work to be
awarded the OBE for services to done here with the small population
horse racing in the 2011 Queen’s that even the old guys keep getting
Birthday Honours List. Jeremy dragged off the beach and asked to
became responsible for management go back to their desks. I get in a fair
of the charity in 1969 in his capacity bit of sailing, have another young
as a solicitor. The charity gradually family at school and university and
grew in size. When he retired from each year visit my older family and
the law in 1996 he became part- grandchildren in New Zealand.”
time CEO and full time in 2000.
On retiring from the role in August,
2010, after 40 years’ stewardship,
the charity had assets of £30 million
and had helped more than 1,000
injured jockeys. In his last four
years in the job Jeremy was heavily
involved in the design and build of
Oaksey House, Lambourn, which
has been hailed as an exemplar site
in the sporting world for the care and
rehabilitation of injured sportsmen
and women. See www.ijf.org.uk “I
was just doing my job really and
couldn’t have done it without a
loyal and very hard working team,”
he says.
John Daubeny (78-85) in Fiji

report of the voyage on his website
www.sv-atea.com
Chris Gilson-Taylor (57-61)
writes that he has “had an interesting
but not profitable past.” On leaving
the NCP he worked for Metal Box
for four years followed by three
years in the Army on a short service
commission. He married, left the
Army and went into reinsurance
in the City. In his free time worked
with TS Royalist and set up the
Square Rigger Club. Subsequently
he divorced and moved to St. Lucia
in the West Indies to sail charter
yachts - “great fun and I raced in
Antigua race week and met one or
two OPs out there.” He then met a
Swiss girl and went on holiday to
Switzerland 20+ years ago and has
stayed there ever since. “My German
is still appalling so office jobs were
out and I worked successfully as
an electrician - Mr. Dolby must be
laughing his head off. The secret
is not all Amps and Ohms but
organisation and leadership - now I
wonder where I learned that?”
Tim Le Couteur (58-62)
still sails for a living, skippering
upmarket charter yachts in the
eastern Mediterranean – see his
blog
http://timandginnystravels.
blogspot.com. When not sailing
commercially, Tim lives on Waiheke
Island near Auckland, New Zealand.
John Roberts (58-63) served in
the Royal Navy after the NCP. Now
67, he runs his own head hunting
recruiting business in London and
has no plans to retire as he loves his
work.

Garth McDonald (59-63):
After a career of 48 years Garth
Another
OP
yachtsman
resident
Paddy Evelegh (58-61) is the
McDonald hung up his compass in
OP Rep. in Perth, Western Australia. in New Zealand, John Daubeny 2011 and retired to the Hampshire/
He says he is “still pressurised into (78-85), became a father in October. Dorset borders. In an amazingly
undertaking maritime affairs and Only a few weeks before he sailed varied life, mostly spent at sea,
consequently spends a fair time the 1,250 miles from Fiji to New Garth managed to sail only under
climbing up and down pilot ladders. Zealand in poor weather, writing a the Red Ensign - surely a unique
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record these days. If any OP can
do better please let us know. Most
recently Garth was with Wight
Ferries and had been hoping to be
part of a new Swansea-Ilfracombe
route but the venture failed to get
off the ground.

Dinner in the summer of 2012 for
everyone who joined Pangbourne
in 1977 (or for those who joined
the junior school in ’75). To date he
has found approximately 50% of his
old classmates and would like to be
in contact with anybody interested
in attending a dinner to celebrate
Richard Everard (61-66) writes the 30th anniversary of leaving the
that having retired from Balfour College. Even if you left after the 5th
Beatty after 32 years, I have more form you are more than welcome to
time to enjoy long distance walking. attend. Contact Anthony for details
A habit formed after, inter alia, anthony_clifford@hotmail.com
Geography ‘A’ level trips in the
1960s with Mr Evans in the Lake
District and Edale. This summer
(2011) I walked the GR5 from Lake
Geneva to the Mediterranean, a
little under 400 miles. I was joined
for a week by Jeremy Ainslie (5459) and his wife Patsy.”
A.G. Husband (65-68), who
writes under the name of Allan
Cameron, has produced another
novel. Titled “Can The Gods Cry”
and dedicated to the memory of
his English teacher at the NCP,
Desmond Walker - “a veteran of
Tarka Duhalde (95-98) with
the ‘unforgiving years’ whose
husband Jimmy Devlin (91-97)
wife and children were killed in
and potential OP Matilda
the Blitz but whose humanity was
never extinguished” - the work is
After a lot of hard labour Tarka
a collection of short stories that Duhalde (95-98) produced a 7lb
examine behavioural themes.
3oz girl at 9.52am on Saturday
2nd April. The proud father is OP
Kevin Price (76-81) has spent Jimmy Devlin (91-97) and the
most of his working life in the baby has been named Matilda. “The
construction industry. In 2009, whole experience took me a little by
however, he found that writing surprise, given I’d only just finished
poetry helped him to cope with the work for the day and put my ‘Out of
sudden loss of his daughter and soon Office’ on before the action started
after he turned to writing rhyming on the Friday evening,” says Tarka.
children’s stories. Subsequently he “I feel terribly lucky that it all
left the construction business and went relatively quickly and that we
set up his own publishing company have been blessed with a beautiful,
KAMA Publishing in 2010. It now healthy baby girl.” Tarka lives in
has two children’s titles on sale. Tilehurst and is an accountant with
Kevin lives in Norwich with his Deloittes.
partner Andrea and son Albert.
Alex Baghi, who left Port
Anthony Clifford (75-82): Jackson in 1988, is a Registrar at
Anthony is organising a Reunion the Brighton University teaching
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hospital. In November he found
himself administering to former
Headmaster Peter Points who was
in the hospital to have a quadruple
bypass and heart valve replacement
operation. Peter is now back at
home and recovering well.
Lawyer and College Governor
Grant
Macpherson
(79-86),
currently based in the UAE where
he works as General Counsel for
Gulf Air, got married in March to a
fellow corporate lawyer working in
the Gulf.
No less than five OPs are now
on the academic staff at the College
– David Rendle (73-78), James
Frost (93-98), Chris Sutton (9601), Jonathan Riley (00-05) and
Lucy Hamblin-Rooke (01-08).
Other OPs known to be working
in the education profession include
former Chief of the College Alex
Tate (86-91), currently in charge
of the boarding house at Abingdon
School (like Thomas Garnier before
him), and Tom Rogers (01-05)
teaching at RGS Guildford.
Fergus van Niekerk (93-00) took
a degree in business management
and economics at Oxford Brookes
and has been pursuing an
international business career ever
since. He began in South Africa
from 2004-07 working in marketing
and franchise development. He
then moved to Germany and a firm
called SAP Deutschland AG & Co.
where he specialised in channel
sales and direct sales. Early in 2011
he switched to the US and joined
GFI Software in Massachusetts as
channel sales director. This did not
work out and in mid-December
he was job-hunting in Boston and
looking at three areas: management
consultancy, software/sales, or a goto-market job in a venture-backed
firm.

Dominic Westall (89-90) has a
new job as a web apps developer at
Pull Digital Ltd, based in Guildford.
It was a vintage year in France,
From 2006-11 he worked for
some
brilliant summer sunshine
Discover IT near Theale helping
to develop web applications and and some cracking grapes, reports
Barney Spender (76-81) from
project managing.
Paris. That probably accounts for
Paul Lawrence (03-08) reports the fact that the small but perfectly
that after graduating from Hull formed band of APs (anciens
University with a 2:1 in Law in pangbourniens) were unable to
2011, he has begun his Training agree a date in their diary, nor even
Contract with Pitmans LLP, the a location for a gathering of the clan
largest law firm in the Thames during 2011.
valley with offices in Reading and
There are around 15 known OPs/
the City of London. At the same
APs
in France, although there are
time he is studying at the College
of Law at Moorgate in the City of undoubtedly more than that. Here is
London where he is taking a Legal a brief update on a few of them:
Practice course.
Les Vaizey (68-72), who insists
he was “the only anarchist CCC of
Hesperus, has been in the south of
France for the last 30 years. He does
work, he claims, including with
a band of “utopian pirates” at the
commune libre in Port Germanos.
“I achieved my peak in fame when
Peter Points was harassed into
giving me the Headmaster’s Prize,”
he says. “It has been downhill ever
since.”

OPs IN FRANCE

His Hesperus contemporary
Thierry Wertheimer (68-72), spent
Decade Rep. Paul Lawrence (04-08)
time working for the commercial
Ranji Guptara (95-98) is division of Reuters looking after the
flourishing in Switzerland where likes of Goldman Sachs and Merril
he has founded what is already the Lynch. He is based in the Ile de
largest Indian food company in the France.
country – and it is still expanding
Andy Davies (79-83), another
rapidly. After Pangbourne Ranji
completed a Theology degree at former CCC from Hesperus, is now
Oxford before moving into private set up in the south of France in
banking and then becoming a Cannes. He works in the boat world
restaurant entrepreneur. He is with International Marine Projects.
getting married in 2012.
Leigh Wootton (72-77) went
straight
to France after Pangbourne
Charles
Duffield
(96-03):
Charles has qualified as a doctor and has never left. “I live in
and joined the Royal Army Burgundy and work in inland
Medical Corps. He passed out from shipping on the Seine and the Loire.
I had my 42 seconds of English
Sandhurst during 2011.
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notoriety making a Rick Stein series
for BBC2 a couple of years ago.”
It is not all Hesperus though.
Strasbourg-based Axel Michau
(99-03) and Emmanuel Dupuy
(91-94), who went on to become
CCCC, both emanated from Port
Jackson while Richard Holworthy
(50-55) kept a foot in both camps.
“I was in Hesperus and CCC of Port
Jackson. I live in the sticks an hour
east of Bordeaux.”
Another PJ lapin du chapeau
is Peter Somers (54-58) who has
now retired and lives in Carentan in
Normandy.
Vaughan Ashby (60-65) lives in
the south of France near Carcassone.
He failed to get into the Navy
because of eyesight problems but
after a few years “bumming about
doing sales rep jobs I discovered
I could still go to sea if I joined
the Army!” He then did a 6 year
commission with the Royal Corps
of Transport, based at Marchwood
in Southampton, but spending
almost all the time at sea in landing
ships of the Royal Fleet Auxiliary.
After the Army he has had a variety
of jobs including 7 years running
his own boat yard business on
the Norfolk Broads, working on
North Sea gas rigs, trucking and a
number of jobs in the boat business
in France. Today he lives in semiretirement in Péyriac, in the heart
of the Minervois vineyards, near
Carcassonne.
Hopes are high that 2012 will
allow the anciens pangbourniens
to suckle at the teat of Dionysos.
Any OP who is in France and
wants to meet up can get in touch
with Barney Spender in Paris at
barneyspender@yahoo.co.uk

REUNIONS 2011
OP Reunions were held across
the world in 2011, a tribute to the
energising impact that the Chairman
of the Society has had on OP social
affairs since he took office in 2009.
The most unusual gathering took
place at Henley Royal Regatta on
July 2nd. Organiser Graham Jex
(66-71) writes: “The reunion row
of the winning 1st VIII in the 1971
Princess Elizabeth Cup turned out
to be most successful. Everyone
involved could not have been more
enthusiastic plus the weather was
perfect. We all met at our car park
in Lion Meadow around 12.30pm
where we had lunch. Everyone
was in a very buoyant mood. Two
brothers (and their wives, sister,
father and son) of the crew member
who died, Nigel Hardingham, were
also there and we were delighted to
include them.
Peter Politzer’s son, Martin,
took Nigel’s seat in the boat for
the row over. We proceeded to the
boat shed at 3pm where we changed
into our lycra suits and sweat shirts
donated by Pangbourne College.
Phil Tinsley, the current head coach
from Pangbourne, then filled us in
on the technical workings of the
boat. It was a lovely honour that
the boat the College loaned us to
use was named ‘Peter Politzer’
after our coach. Peter went in the
umpire’s following boat along with
the Hardingham family.
We had a couple of wobbles and
splashes but once we got going there
were no problems at all. There was
a lot of clapping all the way down
and especially when we passed
the Stewards Enclosure where our
families were all watching. We
weren’t too puffed out at the end
and managed quite admirably. Only
two or three of the crew have rowed

Henley Royal Regatta reunion, with Peter Politzer

since we won in 1971 so it was all
Those who took part were
rather amazing.
Graham Jex, Peter Gavin,
Richard Vangucci, Malcolm
At 7.30pm we went to the
Walker,
Murray
Eldridge,
Leander Club and assembled in the
Graham Innes, Duncan Innes and
Eton Room for our dinner. We had
cox Paul Hickman.
a most delicious three course meal.
At the end and before coffee was
Several of the crew – the second
served I got up and spoke, and was Pangbourne VIII to triumph at
followed by Peter, who surprised us Henley – went on to greater things.
all with what he said about us and Duncan Innes won a gold medal
how our win made such a difference in the World Senior Lightweight
in his life and turned his whole Championships in the Great Britain
career as a coach around. The VIII. Graham Innes sculled two
father of Nigel Hardingham also years running in the World Junior
spoke about his memories of the Championships and also became
race and how proud the family was Pangbourne’s first rowing blue,
and how wonderful it was for them competing three times in the Oxford
to be there to remember it all with boat and being elected President in
the rest of the crew. We dedicated 1976.
the row-over to Nigel.”

Henley Royal Regatta reunion, in action
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On a somewhat less sporting but nevertheless
highly enjoyable level, three OPs were among
30 former cadets from Conway, Worcester and
Pangbourne and their wives who gathered in
Singapore in late May for the biennial CWP reunion.
Geoff Rae (53-56) from Brisbane, Charles Stuart
(54-57) from Melbourne and Paddy Evelegh (5861) from Perth represented the OPs.
A varied programme over several days included
three events at the Tanglin Club, a harbour cruise
and visits to the Changi prisoner of war museum
and a new ship simulator facility at the Maritime
Polytechnic. Paddy subsequently got in touch to
remind OPs living in the Perth area or visiting
Western Australia that regular pub lunches are
held each quarter in the city. If you wish to attend,
contact him: pevelegh@hotmail.com

CWP reunion in Singapore (ltor) Geoff Rae (53-56),
Paddy Evelegh (58-61), Charles Stuart (54-57)

Over-60s Lunch at the Turf Club in Central London, January 2011

Two extremely successful
informal lunches for Over60s OPs were held during the
year at the Turf Club in Central
London. The events were the
idea of Chairman Mark Dumas
(64-68). On both occasions the
lunches were sold out with 36
OPs in attendance.
Many familiar faces were
on view - too many to mention
all by name - but they included
Charles Du Cane (53-56),
Graham Hart (51-56), Guy
Realf (59-63), William Rayner

(58-61), Kingsley Borrett (5156), Andrew Gordon-Lennox
(62-65), Joe Sievier (57-61),
James Allenby (57-61), Sandy
Fleming (41-45), Bob Fidler (4448), Christopher Daniel (47-51),
Michael Penney (43-45) Michael
Wellby (53-57), John Harris
(63-67), Chris Mullins (53-56),
Peter Broadbent (55-59), Mark
Corby (64-68), Falcon Collings
(60-65), Patrick Evans (57-61),
Willie Shuttleworth (66-70) and
Keith Evans (33-37) as well as the
Headmaster and Lionel Stephens.
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Over-60s Lunch, November 2011

DECADE
REPS
The following OPs, each
representing a decade of
leavers, facilitate OP reunions
and other OP social events.
We need a representative for
the 1990s. Should you wish to
suggest an event or to take part
in one contact:

OPs IN THE NEWS
Ian Tew (56-60) was the Junior Cadet on the British
Indian Steamship Navigation Company passenger
vessel Dara carrying expatriates between the Arabian
Gulf and India on April 8, 1961, when a bomb planted
in the bowels of the vessel, probably by Omani rebels,
killed 234 people on board and destroyed the ship.
It was the second worst peacetime loss of a British
merchant vessel after the Titanic.

Jimmy Devlin’s charity rowing boat

1930s
KEITH EVANS
Tel: 01428 642122
NZ reunion - Val Were (38-41), Nick Edwards (55-58), Barry Thompson (42-45),
Robin Paine (55-58), Craig Peploe (78-80), Phil Hickling (53-56)

Away to the south in Auckland,
New Zealand, six OPs gathered
in April for a relaxed lunch at
the Royal New Zealand Yacht
Squadron. Organised by the OP
Rep in NZ, Nick Edwards (55-58),
those present in addition to Nick
were Phil Hickling (53-56), Robin

Paine (55-58), Craig Peploe (7880), Barry Thompson (42-45)
and Val Were (38-41). A follow-up
reunion is planned in Auckland in
February, when the OP President
Robin Knight (56-61) expects to
be in the country.

1940s
Michael Penney
styrman29@yahoo.co.uk
1950s
Adrian Stow
adrian.stow@btinternet.com
1960s
David Nicholson
David.Nicholson@pgs.com
1970s
Steve Davis
stephenpauldavis@googlemail.com

1980s
Charlie Parry
charlie@ward-thomas.co.uk
1980s
William Skinner
william.skinner@dege-skinner.co.uk

1961 leavers on Founders’ Day - Geoff Earle, Rodney Pattisson,
Mike Harris and Charles Scott

Reunions on Founders’ Day are
becoming more popular each year.
In 2011 one was arranged for all
those who left the NCP in 1961.
Of the thirty two OPs in this group,
half a dozen live outside the UK but
eleven of the remainder eventually
congregated on Big Side around
lunchtime and enjoyed a happy

afternoon reminiscing. For several,
including Rodney Pattisson (5761) and Mike Harris (56-61), it
was the first time they had returned
to the College in 50 years. Others
present included Geoff Earle (5761), Charles Scott (56-61), Ralph
Gibson (58-61) Mike Nicholson
(57-61) & Richard Givan (57-61).
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to London in June in aid of Meningitis UK. Ben’s son,
Jacob, died about six years ago from the disease, aged
only six months. A total of £3,710 had been raised
for Meningitis UK by early December. If you would
like to support this initiative go to http://meningitisuk.
tributefunds.com/fund/Rowing+challenge/
showFund/

1990s
William Donaldson
wdonaldson@tri.co.uk
2000s
Lucy Hamblin-Rooke
lhr2008@live.co.uk
2000s
Paul Lawrence
paullawrence1@live.co.uk

In March only the second known Argentine
veteran of the Falklands conflict 29 years ago to visit
the College was shown around the Falklands Islands
Memorial Chapel by an OP. Horacio Benitez was
a 19 year-old conscripted sergeant in 1982. He was
wounded in the head at the Battle of Mount Longdon
and left for dead on the battlefield until being
discovered by a British Army medical officer who
realised that he was still alive and saved his life.

MV Dara after the explosion 8th April 1961

The perpetrators of the atrocity were never found.
With the 50th anniversary of the disaster looming, and
no interest in the event in the UK, Ian flew to Dubai
in March, chartered a boat and crew and motored 30
miles northeast of Dubai to the scene of the sinking.
At the “Dara wk” buoy he scattered flowers in
memory of those who died. “I just thought I ought to
do something - that those lost souls, many from Goa,
should not be forgotten,” he said later.
Early in April Ian was in Thailand when he learned
that the Dara’s Assistant Purser, John Soares, was
still alive and was organising a memorial Mass in
Goa to coincide with the actual day of the sinking
50 years ago. Ian was invited to attend. The service
was held in a white church on a cliff overlooking the
river in Aldona village. The building was full. The
Mass turned out to be not just in memory of those
who died but also a celebration of those - about 580
- who were saved by a passing Norwegian tanker.
“A Band played in the churchyard and while all the
Indians were shaking my hand and wishing me well
they played ‘God Save The Queen’” Ian recalled a
couple of weeks later at the OP Dinner. “It was a very
moving moment.”

Horacio Benitez and his wife Mane
outside the Falklands Chapel

Horacio was accompanied by his wife Mane as well
as by Mike Smith (60-65) and Fleet Air Arm veterans
Jim and Jo Purvis. At the College they were welcomed
by the Chaplain, Rev. Brian Cunningham. Later they
had tea with the Headmaster, Thomas Garnier. An
article about the visit by Mike Smith is on the website
of Initiatives for Change at www.uk.iofc.org

Jimmy Devlin (91-97) and two other OPs who left
the College in 1997 - Ben Brown (91-97) and Oli
Quigley (90-97) – together with another friend took
part in a charity row down the Thames from Oxford
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OPs Anjali Guptara (95-99) and Mike Smith
(60-65) met Rajmohan Gandhi, author, journalist
and grandson of Mahatma Gandhi at the Nehru
Centre in London in late-May. Both were attending
the launch of a book by Mr. Gandhi who is a visiting
professor in South Asian History at the University of
Illinois. Previously he was Editor-in-Chief of Himmat
newsweekly in Mumbai where Mike was production
manager for three years in the 1970s. Mike and
Anjali had not met before the book launch and were
pleased to exchange notes on their common links with
Pangbourne College and with India.

heritage. I am proud of that and of the many beautiful,
amazing and even wondrous aspects of the country
and its culture. Although love can be blind, I prefer to
love India without being blind to the fact that it is not
perfect…We were always aware that this documentary
would be controversial and contentious, airing the
issues that it does – the plight of Dalit women and
girls. Nobody likes to be criticised; sometimes you
have to be cruel to be kind. The status quo needs to be
challenged. Challenge leads to change – and ideally to
positive development.”
Anjali spent much of her time at Pangbourne in
the Music block and the Art department and took part
in numerous drama productions such as ‘Candide’
and ‘The Boyfriend’. “I’ve always felt that my time
at Pangbourne was very good training…teaching
invaluable skills such as teamwork, leadership,
etiquette and deportment – you don’t realise how
important they are until you meet those who lack
them,” she says. After Pangbourne she completed a BA
in Performing Arts at University College, Winchester,
before training in acting and singing at drama school
in London. After working for a time in the events
and hospitality industry, she returned to the stage and
screen as a presenter. Much of her day-to-day work
now involves hosting events such as book launches
and fashion shows and cross-cultural evenings such
as an Indo-Scottish event in September at the Nehru
Centre in London 2011 designed to promote closer
relations. Anjali was born and brought up in Britain
by an English mother and an Indian father. She lives in
London with her husband (she married in 2010 and is
now Anjali Guptara Khera) and says she has a passion
for India, justice and human rights.

Anjali Guptara and Mike Smith talk to
Rajmohan Gandhi and his wife Usha

During much of 2011 Anjali Guptara (95-99)
was presenting a documentary film around the world
on ‘India’s Forgotten Women’ highlighting the
plight of Dalit women. As part of this effort she was
interviewed on BBC World News. Anjali became
involved in this project when Michael Lawson, the
director of a charity called Pipe Village Trust, asked
her to present the documentary as the ideal candidate
to bridge the East/West cultural divide – in her words,
“Indian enough for the women we interviewed to feel
comfortable speaking with me, yet Western enough
for the audience to relate to me.”
Filming in India took two weeks in November,
2009, with post-production work completed back in
London. The whole venture was financed on a shoestring budget of £10,000 raised through a network
of donors. A DVD is still available online while a
trailer may be viewed at http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=J8lP7CAaofc.
In an accompanying article in The International
Indian, a Dubai-based magazine for which she is the
London correspondent, Anjali explained her motives
like this: “As a British Asian, India is part of my

self-sufficient and incorporating numerous Velux
windows and many advanced climate-control devices,
the Carbon Light house is part of a large development
being pushed by the local council and two developers
which, it is claimed, will cut fuel bills by at least 70%
for an average-sized home – “green housing for the
mass market” as Rupert put it.

In September Beijing Olympic gold medal winner
Andrew (Bart) Simpson (90-95) was named in
the UK sailing team for the 2012 London Olympic
Games. Bart will partner helmsman Iain Percy in
the Star class. “All of the sailors (chosen) have had
a fantastic year of performances which has resulted
in them gaining selection at an early opportunity,
allowing them good time to focus their campaigns
specifically on the challenges of Weymouth Bay and
Portland Harbour,” Team GB sailing manager Stephen
Park told The Daily Telegraph.
Unfortunately, this “fantastic” year did not include
the 2011 World Championships in Perth, Western
Australia in December. Iain Percy sustained a back
injury and had to pull out when they were top of the
Star leader board and sailing well. “Iain was in tears
and really in a bad way,” Bart was reported as saying
by The Times. “I haven’t seen him that bad before. He
was in absolute agony.” It was the second successive
event in which Percy had to retire, having withdrawn
from the European championships in September after
spraining an ankle.

Rupert Bates and family

An exhibition of paintings by the noted sea and
landscape artist John Webster (46-50) was held in
March at the Tryon Gallery in St. James’s, London.
Paintings in the show included scenes from the Isles
of Scilly, Iona, Bamburgh, north Norfolk, Falmouth,
Meonstoke and Burnham Overy Staithe. Prices ranged
from £520 to £1,900.
During a 40-year career in the Royal Navy, Vice
Admiral Sir John Webster KCB always had painting
as his “hinterland.” Following his retirement from the
Navy he has had a series of one-man exhibitions in
London every couple of years since the 1980s. John
is an elected member of the Royal Society of Marine
Artists, a former Chairman of the Armed Forces
Art Society and a former Chairman of the Board
of Governors at the College. His work is in many
collections including HM The Queen, HRH The
Prince of Wales, The Corporation of Trinity House
and The Royal Naval Submarine Museum.

Andrew (Bart) Simpson (90-95) and Iain Percy
at the 2008 Beijing Olympics

Earlier in the year the duo triumphed at a World Cup
regatta in Mallorca despite an eight-month absence
from international competition. Winning both their
races in breezy conditions on Day One from a field of
32 competitors, the pair had a massive 27-point lead
going into the final Star race on Day Six and could not
be defeated. Subsequently, at a pre-Olympic regatta at
Weymouth in August, the duo recovered from a poor
start to finish second overall behind Brazil’s world
champions Robert Scheidt and Bruno Prada. In their
second race Percy & Simpson lost their rigging – for
the second time in three events.

John Webster
(46-50)
Anjali appears on BBC World News

Journalist and property guru Rupert Bates (77-81)
occupied an entire page of The Times in November
describing how his family, including his wife and
two young children, spent a weekend in an ecoshowhome outside Kettering. Designed to be energy
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‘Coast &
Country’
exhibition
at the
Tryon Gallery
March, 2011
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the civil service, public relations, banking, catering,
graphic design, dentistry, hospitality management, the
wine trade and the law. The Fair opened at 2.00pm
following a buffet lunch in The Yellow Room for
the exhibitors. There was good attendance by pupils
throughout the afternoon. “I had several interested
parties asking what qualifications are required for a
career in seismic contracting” David reported. “The
Head of Careers, Joe Lewis, is to be congratulated
on putting together a well run, fun event.” Any OP
wishing to take part in future Careers Fairs should
contact Joe Lewis direct or David Nicholson: David.
Nicholson@pgs.com

Robin Knight (56-61) and Kevin Price (76-81)

Children’s book publisher Kevin Price (76-81)
had a record sales day in West London in October
when on a nationwide tour of Waterstone’s book
stores. Helped by a sunny day, plenty of customers
and the passing support of Robin Knight (56-61)
and Anthony Clifford (75-82), Kevin sold about
70 copies of the two titles he had available - ‘The
Beauty Contest at the Zoo’ and ‘The Solar System.’

OP letter writers to the national press in 2011
covered an eclectic mix of topics:
Ewen Southby-Tailyour (55-59) had a letter
published in The Daily Telegraph in April about the
Strategic Defence and Security Review, arguing that
the close connections between Royal Navy and Royal
Marines pilots in the Commando Helicopter Force
“cannot be cast aside at the air marshals’ whims. It’s
common sense.”

Now well into their 70s, Duncan Bell (51-54) and
Jerry Hodgson (51-54) are aging with style. During
the summer they took part in stock car racing at Alton
in Hampshire and survived to tell the tale.

A few months later Mike Nicholson (57-61) also
graced the columns of the Telegraph during a debate
about the correct role of government. “We entrusted
the resolution of 13 years of mismanagement to a new
team, the Coalition. In a representative democracy it
is surely appropriate for decisions to be made on our
behalf,” he argued.
In October Patrick Derham (73-78), the Headmaster
of Rugby School, wrote to The Times to support
arguments in favour of “the transformative role that
private school bursaries have played in helping young
people from disadvantaged areas to advance through
society.”

Duncan Bell (51-54) and Jerry Hodgson (51-54)
stock car racing in 2011

David Nicholson (64-68), the HR Manager of
Petroleum Geo-Services, was one of 47 representatives
of companies, universities and other organisations
exhibiting their wares at the annual Careers Fair held
at the College in March. Among others in attendance
were the Thames Valley Police, the Royal Navy, the
Army, the Royal Air Force, Cable & Wireless, IBM
and KPMG. Further education institutions present
included the universities of Southampton, Westminster
and Cardiff. Several gap year organisations such as
Aventure, Art History Abroad and Frontier took part as
did representatives from the charity sector, engineering,

Early in November the Financial Times carried a
letter from Ian Tew (56-60). In the letter Ian, who
sailed through the waters off Somalia in 2000 in his
own yacht and was based in Djibouti with a salvage
tug for a decade, argued that “the Prime Minister is
to be applauded” for advocating the arming of British
merchant ships sailing through pirate-infested waters
in the Indian Ocean.
Robin Knight (56-61) had a Tribute to Sovietologist
Malcolm Mackintosh published in the obituary pages
of The Times in mid-December.

24

Late in November Bloomberg, the financial news
service, revealed that Winton Capital Management,

the London-based firm founded by David Harding
(72-78), collected more than a tenth of all the cash
flowing into hedge funds in the year to the end of
October, 2011. Winton, with $26 billion in assets,
pulled in a net $7.3 billion. Founded by Harding in
1997, Winton trades in more than 100 different futures
markets, using computer models to decide what to
buy and sell. It employs about 100 specialists in fields
ranging from statistics to climatology and extragalactic
astrophysics attempting to predict market behaviour.
In mid-December the Financial Times estimated that
Winton’s fees in 2011 “could exceed $700 million.”
The biggest beneficiary would be David Harding,
according to the paper “and his pay-out is likely to
make him Britain’s highest paid man.” Harding had
previously told the FT that he believed such wealth
came with a duty to society and that he was content to
pay the 50% top rate of income tax in Britain. “I think
if you are going to raise tax, you’ve got to raise it from

the people who have the money,” he said.
Robin Paterson (69-73) appeared in the columns of
the London Evening Standard in August in connection
with a new development on the private Caribbean
island of Petit St. Vincent. According to the newspaper
report, Robin had teamed up with a Texan called Phil
Stephenson and paid “about £10 million” for the island.
In late-November Robin got in touch to report that
after a demanding 12-months the island had re-opened
to guests. By then two new beach bars, a restaurant and
a treetop spa had been constructed and 22 luxury villas
renovated.
BBC News revealed in mid-November that the
British Film Institute’s video publishing arm plans to
release the late Ken Russell’s (42-44) controversial
1971 film ‘The Devils in March’, in 2012, in DVD
format. This will be the first time Russell’s “most
incendiary work” has been made available on DVD.

OUR REPRESENTATIVES OVERSEAS
William Shuttleworth (66-70)
writes: I have recently been asked
to coordinate OP Representatives
overseas. The list of those who
have volunteered to be a point
of contact is published each year
in this magazine and on the OP
website. These volunteers keep
memories of the College alive in
many distant parts of the world,
sometimes in partnership with
Old Conways and Old Worcesters,
and with great success.

focal point in their area, I would be
very pleased to hear from them.

But even when I was based in
Ukraine and Montenegro OPs
materialised from time to time.
It is not intended that this be an
We are a widely-travelled lot!
onerous position but merely for the
volunteer to be available to OPs
I may ask anyone volunteering
(even by email) so that anyone to write a paragraph for the OP
arriving in their location might Magazine once a year and to
have one person at least to contact keep me updated with anything
for social relaxation or for help in of interest to the College or OPs.
finding the way around. In addition, Most importantly I would ask
the OP Reps can act as a focus for them to keep me updated with
periodic reunions and other similar their contact details! I can be
events. Numbers for an event are contacted at washuttleworth@
If anyone not on this list living clearly important and that will be hotmail.co.uk
overseas feels like becoming a easier in some places than others.
PADDY EVELEGH			
Perth, Australia			
pevelegh@hotmail.com
Alex Hunter
		Sydney, Australia
a.hunter@darwinrhodes.com.au
Nick Lampe 			 Sydney, Australia		 nickandanne@optusnet.com.au
Geoff Rae 			Brisbane, Australia		 OPSocQld@optusnet.com.au
Richard (Sam) Strachan
Melbourne, Australia		
richard.strachan@bigpond.com
Ron Aldridge
		Toronto, Canada		 raldridge@bell.net
Roger Walker 		Vancouver, Canada		 horatio.hornblower@shaw.ca
Wayne Heyland 			
New York, USA			
wheyland@aol.com
Nick Edwards
		Auckland, New Zealand		
jnedwards@xtra.co.nz
Cliff Bragg 			 Port Elizabeth, South Africa
brace@netactive.co.za
Shaun Maynard 			
Johannesburg, South Africa
psl@penmarine.co.za
Geoff Popple 			 Cape Town, South Africa
gemp@iafrica.com
Barney Spender 			
Paris, France 		barneyspender@yahoo.co.uk
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OP PROFILE:
OLYMPIAN ANDREW SIMPSON (90-95)
The interview was going so well,
writes Rupert Bates (77-81), until
Andrew Simpson, Olympic gold
medal winning sailor, revealed that
he had been Chief Cadet Captain of
Hesperus. Coming from Macquarie,
the old enemy across the lawn, I
really should have stopped the chat
right there.
I never sailed at Pangbourne
College and had visions of tacking
gently up the river Thames before
unpacking a Fortnum hamper
for lunch. So the Olympics are
presumably just tacking a big faster?
In reply, Simpson took me through
a typical day in his bid for gold at
London 2012 – or rather Weymouth
2012 – to add to his triumph in the
Star Class in Beijing four years
ago. “Gym at 7.30. Breakfast at
9.00. Briefing. An hour working on
the boat, five hours on the water.
Back to the gym. Tea. Debrief.”
So Swallows and Amazons it isn’t.
At the highest level sailing is an
incredibly physically demanding
sport; not to mention mentally
exhausting, with tactics and strategy
to tweak on the breath of a wind.

Bart Simpson and Iain Percy at the Beijing Olympics

Percy and Simpson were leading
comfortably the Star Class after two
days and looking set to retain their
world crown when Percy suffered
a bad back injury, which forced the
pair to withdraw. “It was hugely
frustrating, but Iain is making a
full recovery and it has only made
us more determined to win another
Olympic gold.”

of sailing at the time and later
Crispin Reed-Wilson. While at the
college Andrew won the trials for
the Youth World Championships.
“But they sent Iain Percy, despite
me beating him!” Ben Ainslie, three
times Olympic gold medalist, is the
same sailing vintage as Simpson – a
premier crew indeed.
Gold at London 2012 and
Simpson will emulate the two
sailing gold medals won by another
OP Rodney Pattisson (57-61) in
Flying Duitchman class at the 1968
and 1972 Olympics. Rodney also
won a silver medal at the 1976
Games in Montreal.

For Andrew, Weymouth is a
little closer to home than Perth. In
fact it is where he sails most days,
just a 30-mile journey from his
home in Sherborne, Dorset, where
he lives with wife Leah and son
Freddie. But he is wary of any overIt all started for Andrew, or confidence from this fact. “We are
Sailing apart, Andrew enjoyed
Bart as he is also known, aged 5, treating Weymouth as an Olympic
pottering about on his parents’ venue, not our home water, to make his rugby at Pangbourne, making
dingy before graduating to his own sure we are mentally prepared,” he a few appearances at centre for the
1st XV. He was coached by Chris
Optimist boat. “It wasn’t love at explains.
Sheasby and remembers the day the
first sight, but slowly crept up on
The pair relies on sponsorship former England rugby international
me – the sense of freedom sailing
gives you.” He met Iain Percy, the from Skandia, Clarks shoes, brought legendary All Blacks
sailing partner he won Beijing gold Citroen, lawyers Payne Hicks Beach forward Wayne ‘Buck’ Shelford
with, aged 9 at a junior national and Lottery funding through UK to a College training session. “I
championships and they have been Sport. “Their great support makes remember tackling him a few times.
best mates ever since. Percy will it possible, but we’d be delighted to My shoulders are just about intact!”
be going for his third Olympic gold talk to potential OP sponsors!”
Today Andrew needs his
this summer.
Andrew arrived at Pangbourne shoulders and a lot more strength
I spoke to Andrew, 35, as an already accomplished sailor besides to make the biggest
on his return from the World and in his own words “cocky on the Olympic boat bend to his will and
Championships in Perth, Australia. water.” John Calver was in charge the caprice of the wind. “Sailing is
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a combination of aggression and
finesse,” he says. “You have to be
calm and fired up.”

Last November Andrew was a
guest at the What House? awards –
the house-building Oscars organised
by my company – at London’s
A top sailor today, in fact, is both
Grosvenor House Hotel and made
driver and mechanic. You cannot
a cheque presentation to Britain’s
imagine Sebastian Vettel, with
Paralympic sailing team. He was
oily rag, tinkering in the garage
suitably impressed – “the work they
with his car for hours just before
put in is phenomenal.”
a Grand Prix. Simpson and Percy,
in contrast, will modify sail shapes
Olympic or Paralympic, the
and make the tiniest of adjustments goal is the same in 2012 – to reach
“which can make all the difference the winners’ podium. Hearing the
to performance.”
National Anthem in Beijing was

a surreal enough experience for
Andrew, especially as the Star duo
did not lead until the final race. “But
to hear the National Anthem played
at our own Olympics would just top
it all,” he concludes.
Pangbourne’s
great
sailing
tradition remains in safe hands. As
long as Andrew doesn’t call the
boat Hesperus.

THE PRICE IS WRITE

Barney Spender catches up with former Pangbourne fast bowler
and now children’s author Kevin Price (76-81)
Occasionally a ball would
slip and fly into the knee caps of
a sleeping Jonny Hanscombe at
second slip but, in general, he was
a more than handy opening bowler.
He took 14 wickets that unbeaten
Kevin was a couple of years summer, including five for 40 in
younger than me so we didn’t hang the win over The Admirals XI.
around much together. When we According to Jim McBroom writing
both left in the summer of 1981 we in that year’s Log: “Price was the
went our separate ways - until 2011 most hostile of the quicker bowlers
when I received an encouragingly and it is a great pity he will not be
rude message from him on here for two more years in the sixth
Facebook.
form”.
Jackson who left the College at
16 with two ‘A/O’ Levels and five
‘O’Levels. “I’m not at my best with
a disciplined regime,” he says by
way of explanation.

“My last memory of you was
when we were whiling away time
playing Space Invaders at Reading
Not all OPs battle through to station with a local yob,” he wrote.
the sixth form, leaving in a blaze “If I remember correctly he took
of cap-flinging glory one sunny a bit of a dislike to you for some
July afternoon. Some simply do reason. I was glad when the train
not adapt so well to the strictures came. Do you remember that?”
of the College and prefer to sling
Actually, no, although, given that
their hook two years earlier, after
I was something of a public school
what used to be called ‘O’ Levels,
twit, I am not surprised that our
nowadays GCSEs.
new-found friend took a dislike to
Kevin Price, the author of The me. However, I do remember Kevin
Beauty Contest at the Zoo and as an extremely handy fast bowler
The Silly Solar System, was one who made the 1st XI in the fifth
of those, a product of the Junior form in that glorious Ashes summer
School and three years in Port of 1981.
Kevin Price (76-81) in
Waterstone’s Chiswick branch
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As it was he left – and found
himself on a twisting path of
career highs and lows and personal
tragedy, before landing on his feet
in the world of children’s books.
“After leaving Pangbourne at
16, I went to Swindon Sixth Form
College,” he says. “That lasted all
of a term as I discovered beer and
girls, not necessarily in that order.
By 19 I was married with a son and
working in the construction industry
in builders’ merchant sales.”
The marriage did not last
and Kevin took himself off to
Warrington, then Nottingham –

PAST AND PRESENT
PANGBOURNE AND THE ROYAL NAVY

where he met his current partner
Andrea with whom he had two
children - and finally Norwich in
2002 where he became managing
director of Althon Ltd, a company
manufacturing and distributing
construction products throughout
the UK.
At this point, life was rosy. A
beautiful family and a job that
brought in a six-figure salary. “Then
in October 2009 disaster struck,”
Kevin explains. “My daughter
Maisie, who was eight at the time,
woke up feeling poorly on a Monday
morning. By that same evening we
had watched her slip away at the
hospital. It turned out that she had
swine flu and her immune system
had over-reacted, causing damage
Kevin Price (standing second left) - 1st XI 1981
to her heart. It was, as they say, a
life-changing moment, although I
children Maisie and son Albert. “I in September, 2011. It was equally
didn’t realise it at the time.”
found that I enjoyed the process well-received. A third production is
Kevin started writing poetry so much that I was spending ever- already in train.
as a way of expressing his grief. increasing amounts of time doing
“It is called Crazy Creepy
“Nothing can describe the pain the marketing and so on. I also Crawlies. It’s a collection of 12
of losing a child,” he says. “But found that I wasn’t enjoying my job short poems about creepy crawlies
Andrea had been visiting a friend so I decided to chuck in big salary – spiders, flies, dung beetles and so
who is a gifted artist and this friend and the big car to scratch a living on. It will be aimed at an age group
was amusing herself by doing some being an author and publisher.”
from 4-7.” Artwork is by Robin
paintings to go with a children’s
Kevin doesn’t pretend that, for Carter and Kevin hopes to publish
story that she’d written. Andrea
the moment anyway, he doesn’t in February 2012. As if that wasn’t
suggested that I should have a go
miss the money. “Obviously if we enough, he has also written poems
at writing a children’s story as I’m
hadn’t faced the catastrophe we for More Crazy Creepy Crawlies
‘quite good at rhyme.”
did,” he says “I would still be in and has new Zoo stories on the go
A couple of weeks later Kevin the construction business and the as well.
had written The Beauty Contest thought of being a children’s author
Sadly, the success of the new
at the Zoo and then followed an wouldn’t have entered my head.”
venture has come at a price, so to
outpouring of material. “As I had
As it is, instead of building speak. After years of terrorising
made Maisie the central character
sites, Kevin now found himself village batsmen around the country,
of The Beauty Contest, I wanted
slogging around the country visiting Kevin finds himself too busy at
to get it published. It soon became
bookshops and zoos where his the weekends to pound in from the
apparent that I would need to do this
Duck Pond End. Disappointing for
books were on sale.
myself if I wanted to keep control of
many, although second slip can rest
the artwork. I commissioned Vicky
Beauty Contest was published a little easier.
Fieldhouse to do the artwork and by in April, 2011, and by the end of
More information about the
November had published, having the year had racked up sales of
author
and his books can be found
set up KAMA Publishing as the more than 6,000. The Silly Solar
vehicle to bring it to market.” The System – a kid’s guide in verse to at www.kamapublishing.co.uk
name KAMA came from the initials the planets and stars with artwork
of Kevin and Andrea and their by Robin Carter – was published
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In 1917 a third nautical college for teenagers
was founded in the United Kingdom, writes Lionel
Stephens. But unlike HMS Conway, which was
moored off Anglesey, or HMS Worcester which
was anchored at Rotherhithe in Kent on the Thames
estuary, the cadets at the Nautical College Pangbourne
lived ashore with only the river Thames available for
training on the water.

Pedestal’ (a famous naval convoy that, at a huge
price, helped to save Malta), was thought by a fellow
destroyer captain to have deserved a VC according to
a television programme about the episode. Other OP
awards for heroism included two George Crosses –
one won by an RNVR Lieutenant J.M. Easton (1920)
for bomb disposal work in Portsmouth, and the other
received by John Gregson (37-40) for saving life at
sea during ‘Operation Pedestal.’ Many more examples
of such bravery could be cited.

Nearly all those who subsequently joined the NCP
in the 1920s and 1930s went into the British Merchant
Navy. But many also joined the Royal Naval Reserve
(RNR). This meant that in times of national emergency
they were required to serve in the Royal Navy. In
addition, a few leavers in the inter-war years were
accepted into the RN direct by Special Entry at the age
of 18. A small number, too, joined the Royal Marines.
As a result, when the Second World War broke out
in 1939 the OP contribution to the Royal Navy’s war
effort was immediate and substantial.

The NCP’s outstanding contribution to the war at sea
(and other theatres) was recognised at the highest level
at the time. In 1943 King George VI, accompanied by
his daughter Princess Elizabeth, visited the College.
It was an exceptional honour, announced at the last
minute to huge cheers, and maybe has played a part
in the fact that The Queen and other members of the
Royal Family have now visited Pangbourne on eight
separate occasions.

Over the course of the following six years 175
OPs – the equivalent of an entire generation of former
cadets – lost their lives in the conflict, a frightening
total when one realises that the total complement of
the NCP in 1939 was only 218. A Roll of Honour was
read out by the College Padre, Robin Sheills, at each
end-of-term service. The first OP to be killed in action
was M.P. Roupell (28-32) who was lost when HMS
Royal Oak was torpedoed in Scapa Flow in October,
1939. In all, well over one hundred died serving in
the RN, RM and MN in addition to 44 OPs killed on
active service in the RAF and 21 in the Army.

After the war, the nautical destination of OPs
reverted to its pre-war pattern with most still entering
the Merchant Navy although many resigned once they
obtained a “Masters” ticket. Meantime the number
going in to the Royal Navy rose steadily, reaching a
peak in the late-1950s and early 1960s as the College’s
academic standards improved.
Reflecting this trend, the OP Society felt
emboldened to publish its own 12-page Navy List in
1964. This contained the names of no less than four
Admirals, 13 Captains, 36 Commanders, 63 Lieutenant
Commanders, 72 Lieutenants and 42 serving in junior
ranks – 230 people in all. In addition, 26 OPs were
serving in the Royal Marines including two future
Commandant Generals – Sir Norman Tailyour (2832) and Sir Peter Hellings (30-34). The RN Retired
List at the time included 144 OP names.

Awards for bravery gained by OPs during the
war reflected the numbers serving at sea. Of 31
Distinguished Service Orders (DSOs) awarded, 20
went to OPs in the Royal Navy. No less than 91 DSCs
(an award restricted to those serving in the RN) were
won by OPs. The most decorated OP was in the Royal
Navy – Captain Humphry Boys-Smith RNR (1821) who had been awarded the DSO and bar by early
1941 and later won the DSC and the US Citation for
Meritorious Service.

These figures are significant because they had
a great bearing 18 years later during the Falklands
campaign of 1982. More than 40 OPs took part in this
conflict including 26 in the RN, six in the RM and four
in the MN. Four of the RN Captains later obtained
flag rank including Sir Michael Layard (49-53) who
was Senior Naval Officer in tactical command of the
‘Atlantic Conveyor’ which was sunk with heavy loss
of life. Two other OPs were on ships that were sunk, but
none died. Dennis Scott-Masson (44-46) was captain

Admiral Sir Frank Hopkins (24-27), the first cadet
to win the Gold Medal and an outstanding aviator, won
a DSO and a DSC for his achievements at Dunkirk
and in the Mediterranean. Lt. Cdr. Roger Hill (23-27)
DSO, DSC, who achieved prominence in ‘Operation
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Robin Knight adds: A book published in August,
2011 – “Citizen Sailors” by Glyn Prysor (Viking, £25)
– is described by the publishers as “the first definitive
account of the Royal Navy in the Second World War”
and may well be of interest to older OPs. In the words
of the book’s press release: “Drawing on contemporary
diaries and letters, along with memoirs, oral history
and official documents, the author paints a vivid human
panorama of the war at sea: nerve-wracking convoys,
epic gun battles, devastating aerial bombardment and
swashbuckling amphibious landings…seen through
the eyes of sailors themselves.”

of P&O’s ‘Canberra’ which acted as troop carrier to
the task force. In all, 12 OPs received various bravery
awards. It is unlikely that any other school, large or
small, made such a significant contribution.
The most obvious result for the College today
was the construction of the Falklands Islands
Memorial Chapel. This project, instituted by the then
Headmaster Anthony Hudson, supported by the Board
of Governors, the task force commander Admiral
Sandy Woodward and Lady Thatcher, touched a
national nerve and received widespread support. The
chapel was opened by The Queen in 2000 and has
been visited since by hundreds of visitors from all
over the world.

The narrative avoids conventional naval history
focused on ships and tactics and instead concentrates
on human stories involving individuals, feelings in
battle, morale, discipline, mutinies, family issues
and the welfare of those on board Royal Navy ships.
The role of the Merchant Navy and merchant sailors
associated with the RN is suitably highlighted,
particularly in relation to the Battle of the Atlantic.
So is the prolonged ordeal and loss of life and ships
associated with Operation Pedestal (see above) and
the defence of Malta. A number of OPs get a mention
including Humphry Boys-Smith (18-21), Desmond
Dickens (38-41) and John Roberts (39-41).

The days when most OPs went to sea, however,
have long since gone. At present there are only three
OP Captains serving in the Royal Navy (all of whom
left the College in the 1970s). Indeed, no more than
one or two OP leavers each year now go into one of
the armed services. The Queen’s Gold Medal is still
awarded but the citation has had to be changed. In the
1970s, some time after the creation of Pangbourne
College, The Queen agreed that the medal should
henceforth be awarded to the person who would make,
not the “finest sailor” but the “finest leader.”

BOOK REVIEWS
SUNDIALS by Christopher Daniel (47-51)
(ISBN 978-0-74780-558-8; 56pp; £5.39 through Amazon)
This booklet was published in
1986 but, so far as we know, has
never been reviewed in the OP
Magazine. In 2004 it was upgraded
and republished. At the start of
2011, following the takeover of the
original publishers, it was given a
new cover and reprinted for a third
time. It has been described as “the
best introduction to the subject”
and has now sold upward of 29,000
copies. In the cut-throat world of
publishing, this is success by any
name.

mid-50s, he embarked on a new
career as a sundial designer. His
works may now be seen all over the
country. They include the famous
dolphin sundial at Greenwich
marking the Queen’s Silver Jubilee
(shown on the cover of this booklet),
and the 20 foot ‘human’ sundial at
the National Memorial Arboretum
at Alrewas in Staffordshire which
commemorates the loss of 32,000
merchant seamen and 2,536
merchant ships in the Second World
War.

his Introduction, “does not require
much effort, but it is an addictive
pursuit. The purpose of this book is
to help people to know what to look
for and to understand what they are
looking at when they find it.”

Christopher Daniel worked
for many years as the Head of the
Department of Museum Services
at the National Maritime Museum.
Twenty five years ago, then in his

For 20 years Christopher was
chairman of the British Sundial
Society. There can be little he
does not know about the subject.
“Sundial hunting,” he reflects in

The earliest recorded reference
to a sundial dates from the year 1300
BC in Egypt. In Britain the earliest
known vertical dial is a late-seventh
century AD Anglo-Saxon work on
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the Bewcastle Cross in a remote
churchyard in Cumbria close by
the remains of a Roman fort. Walls,
it turns out, “seldom face directly
towards a cardinal compass point…
Consequently most vertical sundials
are not direct but decline, or face
away, from the compass point by
so many degrees of arc.” The first
book in English devoted to sundials
was published in London in 1593.

“Sundials” is full of such
interesting facts and insights.
Sundial furniture, it transpires,
means the additional information
beyond the hour of the day indicated
on a sundial and may include detail
such as the position of the sun or the
number of hours that have elapsed
since sunset on the previous evening.
Replete with colour photographs,
every type of sundial - vertical,

multiple, horizontal, equinoctial,
polar and unusual designs such as
the sculptured declining sundial
designed by Christopher which was
positioned on the wall of the Marine
Society’s headquarters at Lambeth
in London - is well described and
explained. At less than £6 a copy,
this booklet is a gem. The wouldbe sundial addict can have no better
guide.
by ROBIN KNIGHT

A ROAD LESS TRAVELLED by Robin Knight (56-61)
(ISBN 978-1-9568770-0-0; 272pp, £20 from the author)
The world that faced school
leavers in the 1950s was a small
oyster compared with that of the
2000s. Then there were fewer
‘less travelled’ roads waiting to be
explored by an enterprising ‘new’
Old Pangbournian clambering
aboard the Paddington-bound train
for the last time. Nowadays a skiboard instructor or Indian headmassager would be considered a
perfectly normal career, yet in 1961
even employment as a respectable
‘foreign
correspondent’
was
atypical for a retired - but far from
retiring - RNR cadet.

do not believe that this progression
should be seen as a criticism of
the NCP although Robin, in his
professionally-forthright manner,
hints as such. Nor do I accept that
military discipline is incompatible
with an ‘independent streak’…
indeed the opposite is, more often,
demonstrably true.

In any event, due to his
determination - a determination that
grows more obvious as each page
is turned - Robin did branch out.
And to what personal advantage
- indeed to the advantage of all
interested in international affairs
Pangbourne may have had, in since the mid-1960s as is evidenced
Robin’s view, some low-calibre in these fascinating, highly-detailed
staff in the late-1950s but as a whole memoirs.
the college was ‘fit for purpose’ and
Properly educated to suit his
that purpose, it seems to me, was to
ambitions,
Robin joined US News
train us to tackle the Empire’s trade
and defence commitments. It was, & World Report magazine in 1968.
luckily for Robin, pretty good for This respected and learned American
sport too, at which he excelled, but publication, for which he was to be
it never pretended to educate us for one of its foreign correspondents
for 28 years, based him in London,
academia - or even the media!
Moscow, Johannesburg, Rome
If an initial desire to go to sea and Washington DC. Many other
dimmed, as it did with Robin, countries later he became the Senior
then the extra qualifications had to European Editor during the collapse
be gained elsewhere. In his case of communism and the Balkan
this led to a year learning Latin in wars: two periods worth reading
Portsmouth before Trinity College, alone had he done nothing else.
Dublin and then onwards to Stanford
When US News & World Report
University in California. However, I
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inexplicably closed its foreign
bureaux in 1996 this was to be
Time magazine’s gain for he was
then appointed a Contributing
Editor while also becoming deeply
involved with the oil and gas
company British Petroleum (later
BP plc) and its various global
communications outlets. Along
the way, maybe through charm but
more likely through his trademark
resolve, Robin met the world’s
great and the good - sometimes the
very great but, equally, sometimes
the very far from great, yet each
an encounter that adds delightful
‘grace notes’ to his tale.
Robin’s memoirs start as they
mean to go on with a comprehensive
and sobering (the wrong word, but
you will see why I use it when you
read Chapter One!) tale of being
set-up in Tashkent through a classic
KGB sting – a sting that, luckily,
failed in the end! Experiences

in Syria and South Africa (to
highlight two of many countries in
which he worked) offer seldomviewed glimpses into the life of
a perceptive, enquiring, erudite
‘foreign correspondent’ while
feeding us tantalising snippets from
far behind the scenes of many of the
world’s more troublesome, trouble
spots.

keep his head and his humanity. To
prove the veracity of these aspects
of his character an Appendix
reproduces some of his essays from
Time and US News & World Report
and a BP publication.

profession as a ‘reporter’, he offers
succinct and self-indulgent views
on affairs as he found them. Some
may find this a touch hedonistic but
his stories would be the poorer and
the more shallow otherwise.

Happily, while still ‘travelling
his road’, Robin returned to his
alma mater after 33 years to become
an effective Governor when, I have
To make the point I can do no no doubt, he was thrilled to discover
better than quote from a testimonial that the niggles experienced as a
from one of his editor’s that he, quite cadet had long-since been addressed
understandably, cites: “….Robin is by a series of excellent headmasters
a complete reporter…he not only and their equally valuable staffs.
can gather information with the
best of them …he can also analyse
As in his career, so in his book
what he reports with enormous skill - Robin is not afraid to censure
and nuance. In a business where individuals
and
organisations
scepticism, a requirement of the where he believes it is necessary
craft, too often slips into dangerous for the sake of completeness. Thus,
cynicism, Robin has managed to through the very requirement of his

Many OPs have followed lesstravelled routes - a result of their
self-reliant and service-orientated
‘training’ – but this is fast becoming
a luxury thanks to the expanding
oyster in which we now live and thus
an extravagance that is increasingly
difficult to achieve. Almost all
roads, well-travelled or not, are now
encompassed by a wider recognition
of what is ‘acceptable’ as a career
these days…so enjoy this fine
offering from one who charged into
a way of life that few other RNR
cadets can have experienced.
by EWEN SOUTHBY-TAILYOUR (55-59)

OBITUARIES
navigating officer in June when he
was involved in the dangerous lastminute evacuation of Polish forces
from Brest two weeks after the
Allied withdrawal from Dunkirk.
For this he was awarded the Polish
“Cross of Valour” in 1941.
The following year he was
serving in an F-class destroyer
Forester when it was deployed to
protect convoys carrying supplies
to Murmansk in the Soviet Union
from ports in the UK and Iceland.

DSO stored in the National Archives
at Kew. “Whilst still acting as
Commanding Officer throughout
the return passage from North
Russia, Lt. Bitmead continued to
handle the ship with coolness and
excellent judgement in the face of
frequent enemy air attacks.”

After further service in Russian
convoys, he trained to become a
submarine commander and did
four patrols as part of the 10th
Submarine Flotilla in Malta in the
Mediterranean region. In 1944
During
one
convoy
the he was promoted to Lt. Cdr and
commanding officer of Forester command of the destroyer Meynell,
Capt. Jack Bitmead
and 11 others were killed during a escorting convoys to D-Day beaches
DSO, RN (33-36)
German attack and the ship badly and patrolling the North Sea 1944damaged. Bitmead, only two years 45.
Jack Bitmead DSO, RN (33- a Lt. and aged just 23, “immediately
36) joined the Royal Navy in 1936 took command of his ship and
After the war Bitmead saw
and took part in King George carried on the fight with the utmost service in the Far East. In 1948
VI’s Spithead review in 1937. determination and vigour, handling he was appointed to command the
Promoted to Lt. in 1940, he was his damaged ship magnificently,” new weapons fleet class destroyer
serving in the destroyer Broke as according to the citation for his Broadsword. He was promoted
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Captain in 1958. In his last RN
job he had responsibility for all
Navy personnel matters in the Far
East. He retired from the RN in
1969 and grew fruit and vegetables

commercially near Pencaitland in
Scotland. In a Tribute quoted at
his funeral, one of the officers who
served under him in Broadsword
described him as “quiet, kind and

calm but nevertheless demanding
high standards in everything…a
magnificent leader, highly efficient
in his professional skills.”

Colin Heald (43-46), a former
Governor of Dartmoor Prison, died
of cancer in October, 2011, aged 82.
After Pangbourne he entered
Greenwich as a Midshipman RN
and took a degree in Maths and
Physics. Subsequently he served
as a gunnery officer in destroyers
and saw active service with the
Mediterranean Fleet.
Having contracted tuberculosis
in 1954, he retired from the Navy
and joined the Prison Service the
following year. Over the next
quarter of a century Heald worked
at a variety of borstals, open
prisons and prisons across England
including Parkhurst on the Isle of
Wight, Sudbury in Derbyshire and
Appleton Thorne in Cheshire.

Colin Heald (l), with Prince Charles

At Dartmoor he battled a
reactionary staff culture during
a seven-year stint in charge as
well as cutting costs and hosting
a celebrated visit by the Prince of
Wales in 1981.

resigned his commission and set up
his own company, LawrenceTune.
As a development engineer he tuned
cars and created his own marque,
the Deep Sanderson, which claimed
many track successes.

C.J. Lawrence (47-51), a well
known car design and development
engineer, died in August 2011.
Born in 1933 Christopher had
“an early addiction for motor cycles
and golf” according to an obituary
published on his company website.
Influenced by his family, he opted
for a career at sea and attended
Pangbourne where he was a leading
light in the Model Club.
After the NCP Christopher went
in to the Royal Navy and, in line with
his love of all things mechanical,
opted for the engineering branch.
Having gained an engineering
degree in the RN, he decided that
making sports cars go faster held
more appeal than a life at sea. He

He went on to become a Governor
Class One at Stafford prison, where
he oversaw its urgently needed
modernisation, before retiring to
Dorset in 1989.

He was also a racing driver of
note and won over 100 races and
set numerous lap records during his
career, culminating in a Le Mans
2-litre class win in 1962. He also
had a passion for sailing, owning
and racing a 1927 schooner in
which he won line honours in the
1976 Fastnet Race.

Christopher Lawrence (47-51)
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In 1966 Lawrence was invited
by a French company to manage
the development of a luxury
grand tourer. After five years

work the Monica was launched
at the Paris motor show in 1971.
Beautiful in design and “stunning
in performance,” the car arrived in
the showrooms just as the 1973 oil
crisis hit and never sold well. The
demise of the Monica undermined
LawrenceTune and Christopher

left for California in the mid1970s. For the next 15 years he
worked in the American classic
car industry, with mixed success
“although there was plenty of
racing and his golf handicap came
down close to scratch.” He returned
to England in 1992 and soon after

was approached by Morgan Cars
to design a completely new model,
the Aero 8. The LawrenceTune
obituary concluded: “Bred as much
for the track as the road, the car
has ensured The Morgan Motor
Co. (has) a secure place in the 21st
century.”

There his duties involved arresting
Kwame Nkrumah, later the first
president of Ghana. Demobilised in
1948, he enrolled at Bournemouth
College of Arts. On graduating,
he started teaching on a temporary
basis at prep schools in southern
England while also exhibiting
at the Royal Academy summer
exhibition in 1953 and 1954. That
year he secured a full time post
at Brambletye school in Sussex.
After four happy years he moved
on to Uppingham in 1958 as head
of a one man Art department. He
inherited an empty art school, no
formal sixth form teaching and a
single 45 minute period each week
for the junior classes. On the other
hand, he had great enthusiasm, a
strong determination to succeed,
subversive cunning and an almost

evangelical passion to discover
young talent and nurture it. For
the next 21 years he built up his
department until it had four teachers
and 30-40 ‘A’ level candidates
each year. In 1979 he withdrew
from day-to-day management of
the department and finally retired
from Uppingham School in 1988.
Warwick loved Uppingham - the
school and the town and its people
- and left a substantial physical
legacy behind him including
many improvements to the school
(including the enlargement of the
chapel) and his last great work - a
Millennium Map of the town of
Uppingham which he designed
from scratch. This map has since
been reproduced and sold widely to
the benefit the fabric of the town.

Ken Russell (42-44), the ‘Tommy’. His star began to wane in
internationally-known film-maker, the mid-1970s following the failure
of ‘Valentino’. Russell’s problem,
died in November, 2011, aged 84.
reckoned The Times obituary, was
His time at the NCP was unhappy that “he peaked too soon.” By the
and he never missed a chance in 1980s studios regarded him as
later life to criticise the College. “unbankable.” Russell made life
After Pangbourne he served in the more difficult for himself by his
merchant navy and the RAF.
aggressive attitude to film studio
owners, sponsors and above all
He made his name in the critics.
1950s and 1960s with a series
For the remainder of his life he
of outstanding films on musical
figures for the BBC. In the 1960s struggled to raise finance for his
he branched into commercial film- projects and complained constantly
making and enjoyed considerable and bitterly of being neglected and
critical and commercial success with indigent. He was never, however,
‘Women in Love’, ‘The Devils’ and idle and undertook a wide variety

of activities with varying degrees of
success including winning an Emmy
award for a television programme
about British music in 1988,
producing television commercials
and making a disastrous appearance
on Celebrity Big Brother in 2007.

Warwick Metcalfe (42-45)

Warwick Metcalfe (42-45),
for many years Art teacher at
Uppingham School, died in May,
2011, at the age of 83. He had been
suffering from Alzheimer’s disease.
He was called up to the Army in
1946, commissioned and appointed
to a unit serving in West Africa.
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In 1989 he published an
autobiography A British Picture
(reprinted in 2008) and later wrote
a well-received weekly column on
film in The Times from 2007-10.
“Whether you loved or hated his
work, Russell was an original,” The
Guardian reflected in its obituary.
He was always quotable, had a few

pet subjects such as nuns and exerted
a lasting influence on successive
generations of British film-makers.
He also had an impish sense of
humour and gave the impression
that he cared not at all what others
thought of him.
Those who knew him well knew
better. As The Guardian put it:
“Underneath all the showbiz bluster
he was an old softie. Or, perhaps
as accurately, a talented boy who
never quite grew up.”

Ken Russell (42-44)

Ewen Scobie (64-68), the laird
of Rhidorroch at Ullapool, died
of a brain tumour in February,
2011, aged 60. He had been ill for
sometime.

Ewen resigned from the Army
in the mid-1970s and spent a year
globe-trotting in Australasia and
the Himalayas. He then returned
to Scotland to help his father run
Rhidorroch Estate which he later
Born in Inverness and raised inherited.
on the Black Isle, Ewen played a
leading role in campaigns against
The estate included deer, cattle,
fish farms and giant pylons in the sheep, 18 cottages, 14 caravans, a
North of Scotland. After Pangbourne shop, a restaurant and letting rooms
he was commissioned in the Queens at Rhidorroch House and lodge.
Own Highlanders (Seaforth and One of Ewen’s passions was the
Camerons) and spent five years in Ullapool River where he witnessed
the Army including 2 tours of duty a dramatic decrease in wild salmon.
in Northern Ireland at the height of This led him to play a leading role
the Troubles in the 1970s.
in a campaign to highlight the

perceived risks of fish farming to
wild stocks. In 2010 he submitted
an 80-page dossier to the European
Commission alleging that the UK
had breached habitats law by failing
to protect fragile river species. He
was also vehemently opposed to
Scottish & Southern Energy’s plans
to install giant electricity pylons
across Rhidorroch and supported
the ‘Highlands Before Pylons’
pressure group.

E.G. Turner (36-39), a former
Chairman and Treasurer of the OP
Society, died in July, 2011, at the
age of 88.

LCS adds: “Graham was staunch,
totally reliable and devoted to
Pangbourne. He set a high standard
in everything he did for the Society.
He was the first OP I came to know
well as he always attended the OP
Society AGM and was also very
involved with OP rugby. In addition
he was a generous supporter of the
Harry Sykes Memorial Trust. With
his brother Trevor, the two Turners
were unique in their support and
commitment to Pangbourne. No
other OP family played such an
active, sustained role in OP affairs
over 50 years”

Graham served in the Royal
Marines 1941-50, was mentioned
in dispatches in 1945, became
Life President of Barnes Cricket
Club and later Chairman of the
Club Cricket Conference. After the
Marines he worked in industry.

it is most appropriate. In every way
he was a good man – decent, of
great integrity and high moral and
social standards, honourable, loyal
and brave.

“He joined the Royal Marines
at the age of 19 and served through
the Second World War and beyond.
He was public and communityspirited, and worked tirelessly
in the voluntary sector for many
years to serve others and to make a
Graham’s son David Turner difference. He asked for no reward
(69-74) gave the Address at the and no plaudits. Importantly, he
funeral. In part he said: “The word took great pride and pleasure in a
‘good’ is over-used and has many job well done and remained modest
applications. In the case of my father, to the end.”
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Among other activities he created
a network of hill paths overlooking
Ullapool golf course.

OP SOCIETY IN 2011

LIVES REMEMBERED
These OPs died in 2010-11. Full length obituaries may be read on the
OP website at www.oldpangbournian.co.uk>news>obituaries
Colin Bennett (51-56) initially worked at English
Electric and Sperry Vickers. Then he carved a niche
for himself as an agricultural consultant, selling and
servicing machinery. Work was always his passion
and he continued in this role to his death.

Tim McCarthy (39-43) served in the Royal Navy
during the war. Afterwards he joined Spillers,
eventually managing one of the largest mills in the
UK at Spillers Millennium Mill in the Docklands
area of London.

J.V.H. Drummond (38-41) joined Union-Castle.
Later in life he became a harbour pilot and moved to
the East African and South African harbour services,
conducting 16,000 safe pilotages in and out of Cape
Town .

N.S. Milnes DFC (32-34) sailed in the MN before
joining the RAF. He spent WWII in Bomber
Command flying Halifax and Mosquitos. In 1943 he
was awarded the DFC after a raid on Turin which
ended with him crash-landing in Essex. Following
the war he went into the engineering trade and owned
a garage in the Midlands.

Patrick Fison (44-47) sailed with Cunard for many
years as a purser becoming very senior and well
known in the company. On retiring he emigrated to
Western Australia.

John Ormerod (40-43)
joined Alfred Holt &
Company from the NCP.
On leaving the sea he
worked in journalism, the
theatre and in advertising
in London and abroad.
In retirement in Suffolk
he was an enthusiastic
gardener and wrote a book
with a spiritual theme.

R.E.F. Horley (42-45) sailed with Royal Mail Line
and served in the Army before switching careers and
joining the Iraq Petroleum Company and Conoco. In
retirement he drove wealthy tourists around England.
W.V.J. Huelin (52-57) died in November, 2010,
aged 71. He had been ill for sometime but we have
no other information.
Reggie Hunter-Blair (56-60) was commissioned
into The Gordon Highlanders and served in Borneo.
After the Army he tried merchant banking before
moving to South Africa where he worked as an
insurance broker in Johannesburg.

P.G. Penny (53-57) did
his National Service in
the Blues & Royal. Then
he worked on the sales
side of publishing,
principally with the
Financial Times group.
This allowed him
to indulge his love of
travel. He was one of
first western businessmen
to penetrate the communist
Chinese market.

Tim Langridge (32-35)
sailed with Orient Line.
In WWII he served in
the RN in destroyers and
motor torpedo boats and
was wounded in action.
After the war he moved
to Ceylon and became
part-owner of Whittal
Tim Langridge (32-35)
Bousteds, a prominent
trading company. He retired to Sussex.

John Ormerod (40-43)
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OP SOCIETY COMMITTEE 2011-12
Chairman: Mark Dumas (64-68)
Members:
Anthony Clifford (75-82; Hon Sec. to the Committee)
Steve Davis (74-81) William Donaldson (91-96)
Keith Evans (33-37) Lucy Hamblin-Rooke (01-08)
Niall Kilgour (63-68) Paul Lawrence (04-08)
Charles Parry (81-85) William Shuttleworth (66-70)
Pip Smitham (64-69; Hon Treasurer)

P.G. (Ricky) Penny
(53-57)

A.V.G. Walker (33-37) joined the Army and spent
WWII in Burma with the RASC. Tony remained
in the Army after the war, retiring in 1957. He then
emigrated to Canada and had a successful second
career in hospital administration before returning to
England in 1974.

C.A. Latimer (43-47) did his National Service in
the RASC and was involved in the Berlin Airlift of
1948-9. Corky later became a yacht broker. In 1959
he sailed to New Zealand in a motor fishing vessel.

Following the presentation of new Rules for the OP
The 78th AGM of the OP Society took place on
Saturday November 26, 2011, at the College and was Society at the 2010 AGM which were then posted on the
held in conjunction with OP Day, writes Anthony OP website for input from OPs, various contributions
were received in 2011. The Chairman paid particular
Clifford (75-82), Hon. Sec. to the Committee.
thanks to Ian Lindsay (45-49) in Queensland,
The OP Society Chairman Mark Dumas (64-68)
Australia, for his insightful input. Subsequently the
welcomed the OP Committee and other OPs and briefed
Rules were amended to reflect the feedback and the
them on what the Society had achieved in 2011 and its
amended Rules were approved formally at the AGM.
plans for the future. Detailed Minutes of the AGM may
The Chairman commended Ian Williams (61-63) for
be viewed on the OP website.
his major contribution to this time-consuming project.
Highlights of the year mentioned by the Chairman Elections to the Committee followed (details on the
included the OP Dinner in April onboard HQS website). Members of the Committee were particularly
Wellington where the Guest of Honour was Patrick pleased that the Chairman had agreed to hold the
Derham (72-78), Headmaster at Rugby School, who post for a further two-years as everyone valued and
gave a very inspiring speech acknowledging the part welcomed his leadership. The President of the Society,
Pangbourne had played in his life. Additionally two Robin Knight (56-61), announced that he would be
Over 60’s OP lunches were held at the Turf Club in retiring in November, 2012, after five years in the post.
London, both of which were a great success and there
Following the AGM, OPs dispersed to the Greyhound
were several other noteworthy reunions.
pub in Whitchurch for lunch, prior to supporting
A financial report by the Hon. Treasurer Pip the College 1st XV rugby team in its match against
Smitham (64-69) revealed the Society had £37,000 in Merchant Taylors School and the College girls 1st XI
the Bank. A working party is considering ways to invest hockey team in its match against Lord Wandsworth.
this money in a prudent manner that will also maximise After the games tea was served in the Dining Hall.
our returns.

The President of the OP Society:
Robin Knight (56-61)
and Vice Presidents:
Nigel Hollebone (59-63) Richard Shuttleworth (57-62)
and Ian Williams (61-63) are
ex-officio members of the Committee.
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CAMPUS LIFE

OP MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

Two Honorary OPs who will be familiar to many OPs, Brian Cunningham and Graham Simons,
both left the staff at the end of the summer term after years of loyal and devoted service to the College.
Brian was Chaplain from 19992011. In this position, he was
instrumental in establishing the
ministry of the new Falkland Islands
Memorial Chapel as both a national
memorial and a central part of the
Pangbourne ethos. He was held in
high regard by parents, pupils and
the many OPs who he met over the
years, not least on the golf course.

Rev. Brian Cunningham

In his Founders’ Day speech the
Headmaster described Brian as “a
man of utter integrity, possessing a
deep commitment to serving Jesus
Christ and the Church and living a
life which confirms the truth of the
things he speaks.” He has moved on
to Oundle School.

share it with others.” Even in the
twilight of his career he remained on
the lookout for interesting resources
or courses. Two of his most
obvious qualities were patience
and humanity, a “sympathetic and
supportive man always ready to
see the best in someone and with a
desire to draw it out.” In his time at
Pangbourne he was House Master
of Illawarra, Head of the Lower
School, Database Manager and
Head of Science.
Other staff departures in 2011
included Mr. and Mrs. Ellison, Toby
Carson, Sue Jones (nee Dreweatte),
Jenny Hedge, Richard Follett and
Janet Lueck. Hon. OP Crispin
Read Wilson, after 12 months in
retirement, returned to the College
for a year to teach English and
Drama.

Gemma Pollock

Graham Simons

Graham was a member of
the College staff for 22 years –
according the Headmaster, “a man
of sharp intelligence, with a deep
love of his subject, biology, and an
equally strong love of wanting to

Winners of OP prizes on
Founder’s Day 2011 were Charlotte
Comery (Austen Anderson Prize)
and Gemma Pollock (Jude Memorial
Prize). Harriet Roxborough (Keith
Evans Prize) and Olivia Rendle
(Ambrose White Memorial Prize).
The Old Pangbournian Prize, set
up by the OP Society to inspire
academic study and ambition at the
highest level in the College, was
awarded to Jo McCarthy-Primett so
completing a clean sweep of the OP
prizes by the girls.
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Admiral Sir Michael Layard
(49-53), the former Second Sea
Lord and Chief Cadet Captain of
the College and now a Governor
of the College, took the salute at
a Sunday parade in March. At the
parade he invited the joint CCC’s
of the College, Gemma Pollock and
Lawrence Howard, to join him on
the dais to acknowledge the Guard,
Marching Band and each of the
Divisions as they marched passed.

OP SILK TIE
Traditional design/silk

Our Price: £17.50

OP SOCKS
Cotton socks. Claret and white strip.

Our Price: £6.50

OP ENAMEL CUFFLINKS
Available in blue and red
with College crest engraved
Admiral Sir Michael Layard (49-53)

Giuseppe Barran, a relative of
Anthony ‘Nicky’ Throckmorton
(27-29), visited Pangbourne in
May to donate a striking painting
of Macquarie, “the strongest
sailing ship ever built” according to
‘Painted Ports’, the story of the ships
of Devitt & Moore, the company
that founded the Nautical College,
Pangbourne. Mr. Throckmorton had
asked that the painting be given to
the College on his death.

Our Price: £29.50

LADIES PIN
Our Price: £15.00

Prices include postage. Cheques should be made payable to “Pangbourne College Enterprises Ltd”
Orders should be mailed to The Shop Manager, Pangbourne College, Pangbourne, Reading RG8 8LA.
Tel: 0118-976-7476; Fax: 0118-984-5443; Email: Karen.Townsend@pangcoll.co.uk
Lionel Stephens’ history of Pangbourne College 1917-89 may be obtained direct
from the author at 4 Lycroft Close, Goring-on-Thames, Reading RG8 OAT.

Giuseppe Barran

A new silk tie, made to the original OP design but more colourful and of better
quality fabric, is also available. It can be bought direct from
Dege & Skinner at 10 Savile Row, London W1S 3PF (Tel: 020 7287 2941) for £30. Bow ties cost £22.50.
Please add £1.50 per item for postage & packing. Or you may send an email and cheque to
OP William Skinner (82-87) of Dege & Skinner at william.skinner@dege-skinner.co.uk
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NOTES FROM THE EDITORS
This has been an unusually busy and productive
year for the OP Society and for OPs – one that is
reflected, we hope, in this issue of the OP Magazine.

The magazine in its current format nevertheless
continues to play an important and central part in
the Society’s communications strategy. From all the
reactions we receive, it is still well regarded by OPs
worldwide, young and old.

Most of our day-to-day activities over the course
of the year are initially trailed and reported on the
OP website www.oldpangbournian.co.uk We urge all
OPs to visit the site, register and keep up-to-date on a
regular basis. The website also is an excellent place to
share memories, to contact other OPs and to advertise
yourself.

Issue 42 contains the usual mix of news, reports,
reviews and profiles. As before, longer obituaries may
be read on the OP website. We are always seeking
feedback and are very open to suggestions about how
best to improve – so please let us know your views by
contacting us at OP@pangcoll.co.uk

For the Facebook generation there are other options
such as Facebook itself, Twitter and LinkedIn. The
OP Society’s Facebook presence is deliberately low
key and we have no desire to influence what is posted
on the several informal OP groups that exist. We
do, though, post messages and articles of interest on
Facebook from time to time in the hope that they will
be read by younger OPs.

The search for a new Editor goes on. Meantime
Robin Knight k7ght@btinternet.com is acting as
Commissioning Editor, originating and collecting
and editing material. Then Lindsey Hughes Lindsey.
Hughes@pangcoll.co.uk the Director of Marketing at
the College, and her team take over and work directly
with the designer and printer and have responsibility
for the magazine’s distribution.

LinkedIn at www.linkedin.com is proving a
good medium for business-related networking and
discussion. An active OP forum exists which has
more than 170 members (search on Groups for Old
Pangbournians), more than double the number a year
ago. If you are on LinkedIn, please send us a request
to join and take part in our group.

Anyone who is interested in becoming involved in
this process should contact Mark Dumas at mark@
dumas.be As a Society, our greatest need is for more
and younger OPs wherever you live and work to step
forward and make a real contribution.
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