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SOME WORDS FROM THE CHAIRMEN
When you read this magazine
I will have stepped down as your
Chairman after four years in the
role. I am delighted that Merrick
Rayner (68-73) has taken over
the reins. I hope his tenure will be
as enjoyable as mine.
I was asked by the Editor to
say a few words about my term
in office. I think the OP Society
has flourished and achieved its
primary goals which are to help
OPs keep in touch with each other
and also to provide a conduit to
and for the College.
Early on we decided
to
introduce
decade
representatives. This has
worked well and allowed us
to have a reference point for
specific generations. This is
very useful when we want,
for example, to invite a group
to Founders’ Day or to a
particular event. Conversely,
thanks to the Marketing
Team under Lindsey Hughes
at the College, OPs have been
able to arrange their own
gatherings to celebrate their
particular milestones since
leaving the College.
We are relating better with younger
OPs and this is something we hope to
develop further. Natalie Miles (9502) and three other girls are remarkably
rowing the Pacific Ocean in the Spring.
We see this as one way the OP Society
can and will work with OP ladies in the
future.
We now have many Overseas
Representatives. Some OPs have
migrated over the years and also travel on
business and pleasure. Your Committee
hopes that this framework provides

of Thomas Garnier, the College’s
popular headmaster.
Another excellent reunion was
arranged by one of our Overseas
Reps, Rory Copinger-Symes
(78-83), for the class of ’83. By all
accounts this was a most enjoyable
weekend gathering in Pangbourne
for the 28 or so OPs who took
part and we hope that many more
of these “self-help” anniversary
reunions will take place at the
College or elsewhere.
The Headmaster at the Melbourne reunion

Some of the Class of ‘83 at their reunion weekend
a useful link. Willie Shuttleworth
(66-70) is the excellent coordinator
of this group and I know always likes
the challenge of increasing the number
annually.
It was under the auspices of
Richard (Sam) Strachan (58-62)
that a large group of OPs in Australia
were able to arrange a very successful
gathering in October to celebrate the
150th anniversary of the first voyage
of the Devitt and Moore line to
Australia. To give the event impetus
the OP Society funded the attendance

Personally I am particularly
delighted with the popularity
of the new OP Yacht Club.
I can take no credit for this,
as mists of boredom descend
when anything to do with
boats occurs. But I can claim
that it was conceived on my
watch! In fact it was Ian
Williams’ (61-63) baby,
and the OPYC committee
that has emerged has worked
brilliantly, proving that a
little initiative can start a club
that should provide great
enjoyment to all generations
of sailing OPs.
The OP website www.
oldpangbournian.co.uk has flourished. It
was started in its present format almost
five years ago by Danny Lee (69-74). I
do commend it to you all. Steve Davis
(74-81) has developed it further and we
are very grateful for all he has done on
our committee. He stepped down after
his six-year term ended last October.
Steve has also nurtured the OP Group
on the LinkedIn site that now has 300+
OP subscribers. We need to improve
contact with younger OPs via Facebook
and Twitter and Lady OPs, but that
is something for future OPs and the
College to resolve.
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In 2009 we nearly scrapped
the paper version of this magazine
but thankfully we listened to
you, our readers, and persevered
with its production. Its expense is
significant. In particular postage
costs need addressing and we will
have to explore various options in
the near future. We are extremely
grateful to Robin Knight (56-61)
who has doggedly, and with great
skill, managed the content of both
the magazine and the website and to
Caroline Kemp at the College who
has competently supported Robin
with the magazine’s production.
Links with the College are
paramount for the OP Society. We are
very fortunate that the Headmaster,
Thomas Garnier, is so supportive of
our work and the encouragement he
provides to all OPs. An excellent new
initiative is underway under Martin
Hart, the Careers Director at the
College. He is planning regular lunches
between pupils, parents and OPs to
discuss various career options. This is in
addition to the annual careers fair at the
College.

hard work. I have also been very
fortunate to work with two great
Presidents. Robin Knight and
Nigel Hollebone (59-63) have
provided much sound and valued
advice over the years.

Messrs. Rayner (left) and Dumas
As I write this report I am struck
by the beaming face of Andrew ‘Bart’
Simpson (90-95) on the front cover
of last year’s magazine. His tragic death
last summer was a terrific blow to the
international yachting community and
also to the many OPs who knew him
as a dear friend. His obituaries in the
world press were staggering and his loss
will be felt by us all for years to come.
OPs have supported Bart’s family since
the accident.
I would like to thank your
committee for all their support and

My most important role in
2013 was to find a successor. I am
delighted that Merrick has now
taken over. He is a really first class
Old Pangbournian and will ensure
that the work of the OP Society
continues to flourish.
We also have two or three other
important gaps on the OP Committee
to fill. We need to find an Editor for the
OP Magazine and a Manager for the
website – someone with IT, web and
social media skills plus the time to devote
to the site. Please contact Merrick if
you are interested in learning more.
Finally, thank you for all your
support and encouragement. It has been
an honour and a pleasure to oversee our
affairs during the last four years
MARK DUMAS (64-68)

SHIPBROKER BECOMES NEW CHAIRMAN OF OP SOCIETY
My connection with Pangbourne was via my father who was at
Pangbourne himself in the very early days (1919-22) and played in
the First XV of 1921, writes Merrick Rayner (68-73). He
was very fond of his time at the Nautical College and kept up with
his contemporaries, meeting for dinners regularly throughout his life.
He was a Union Castle Line Captain and served with distinction
during the Second World War in the R.N.R. reaching the rank of
Captain.
I joined the Nautical College in September 1968 when the
school was in crisis. Captain Lewis, the ex-Royal Naval Captain
Superintendent, soon left to be replaced by the incredibly dynamic Peter
Points – in the nick of time in my view. Peter turned the school around
without it losing its unique character and pride that remain to this day.
I have to say I did not enjoy my early days at Pangbourne, but
gradually things improved dramatically and I was very proud to be
selected as Chief Cadet Captain of the College in 1973. I enjoyed
sport enormously and played rugby and hockey and sailed.
A great many of my closest and lifelong friends were at the
College and I am still in regular contact with my Housemaster, Ian
Busby. Since leaving Pangbourne I have been a shipbroker. I spent 29
years with H. Clarkson and Co, concentrating on tankers. I am now
at E.A.Gibson Shipbrokers where I am a Director. I am a member of
the Baltic Exchange.
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I have been married to Emma for 34 years and we have two sons
Robert (28) and Charles (26). I have always been a keen sailor and
belong to the Royal Yacht Squadron, the OP Yacht Club, Bosham
Sailing Club, The Baltic Exchange Sailing Association and the Royal
Yachting Association. I am also a member of Rosslyn Park FC and the
British Association for shooting and conservation.
In the City I am on the Court of the Worshipful Company of
Shipwrights and have been a Liveryman since 1982. I also belong to
the Patrons scheme of Royal Museums Greenwich which is an interest
I share with our President. I’m also a member of Mark’s Club in
Mayfair.
Anybody following Mark Dumas as Chairman will have a
hard act to follow. He has been an exemplary Chairman and I will
very much value his continued council. I am very proud to be an Old
Pangbournian and believe we have incredible camaraderie and confidence
for such a relatively small school. We pride ourselves on punching above
our weight.
At the moment the school is blessed with an outstanding
Headmaster in Thomas Garnier who I respect enormously - someone
who is driving the school forward and is also extremely supportive of the
role of OPs. It gives me great pride to hold this pivotal role, particularly
with the centenary anniversary on the horizon.

UPDATE FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF
THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS
I took over from Mike Allsop
as Chairman of the Governors
last April and I must start most
definitely by paying tribute to Mike
for the significant contribution he
made to the College over his 13
years as Chairman. He will be a
hard act to follow, and yet how
proud I am to be Chairman of the
Governors 50 years after I left the
College. It really is time to give
something back!

of what was on show that day.
And we had the 1963 Princess
Elizabeth Cup crew rowing again
together at Henley – that must
have been very special!
The summer term was very
much affected, though, by the sad
loss of Bettina Vetter. She would
have been proud at how everyone
rallied round and how the girls
‘picked themselves up.’

There is plenty to do to keep
As I look ahead we will have
Board of Governors Chairman, Roger Lane-Nott
me and my fellow Governors
to deal with the educational
Although we have a new and well reforms being proposed by the
absorbed and involved, however. I see
debated Development Plan there is no Government, working hard to keep up
three main challenges.
doubt that a new Science block is a high the numbers and continuing to improve
First, we have to keep the numbers priority and vital next step.
the infrastructure.
up at a financially challenging time
Looking back at the past year, on
for both parents and the College.
We will also be preparing for the
th
9
May
we heard of the tragic death of College centenary in 2017. We already
Compared with similar schools in the
Thames Valley, we are in the middle Andrew ‘Bart’ Simpson. I am not sure have a Group working on this and we
of the pack for fees but keeping the that we have all taken this in yet. Iain will be including OPs in the event
fees realistic for both day and boarding Percy will be Guest of Honour at the programme. I will be working with
OP Dinner in London on 26th March your Chairman to ensure the maximum
pupils is a major challenge.
2014 and I am sure that will bring forth OP involvement. I am planning to be
Second, we need to continue to more tributes to Bart.
at the OP Dinner and at some of the
invest in the infrastructure and the
Committee Meetings in 2014.
Founders’ Day in July was a
College buildings and grounds.
wonderful day in every sense. Not
I could not finish without paying
And third, we must ensure that our only did the weather behave but the tribute to the Headmaster, Thomas
academic results continue to improve sun shone as brightly as the shoes and Garnier, and all his staff – academic,
and that the staff remain committed the smiles on people’s faces. The Rt pastoral and support – who have
and of a high quality at a time when Hon Iain Duncan Smith MP (an old shown extraordinary commitment,
Conway boy) was Guest of Honour and skill and hard work. This was very well
government policy is changing.
gave a hilarious speech at Prize Giving. demonstrated in 2013 by the best exam
In the last 18 months we have The parade and Beat Retreat were of results we have had in our history.
completed the new Music Centre and the highest order and I was very proud
ICT suite, and the new girls’
Personally, having got back in
boarding house St George. Both
touch with Bob Roberts in 2013
are already proving to be major
I now only have to find Andrew
assets.
Shanks and Les Byrne of my era
to ensure the 50 year circle is
We
have
spent
some
complete! I am quite clear that
considerable time looking to
Pangbourne Made Me and I
the future and the next phase of
hope you feel the same. ‘Proud to
College development. This will
be Different’ is a good strapline
include consideration of our ethos
for the College today and one to
and academic aspirations as well
which I subscribe. I look forward
as the obvious need to maintain
to seeing many of you this year.
the momentum which has been
ROGER LANE-NOTT
established in renewing and
Presentation to the outgoing Chairman of Governors,
(58-63)
refurbishing facilities.
Michael Allsop (far right)
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HEADMASTER’S REPORT for 2013
Looking back on the
last twelve months, I feel
a range of emotions. In
many ways, 2013 - or
at least the first half of
it - was an immensely
challenging year for
the College, seen from
a human perspective,
but it finished strongly.
Without doubt, it was
Headmaster, Thomas Garnier
dominated by Bettina
Vetter’s gradual deterioration and eventual death in May
from an aggressive lung cancer.
Bettina was Housemistress of St George and her obituary
gives a flavour of her huge contribution to Pangbourne. She
demonstrated great bravery and her loss affected everyone,
but the manner in which the whole community was drawn
together was, in the end, a bright silver lining to a very dark
cloud. The collective response to this time of crisis showed
that the College is a place – as we declare it to be in our
Code of Conduct – where the individual matters.
The sun has emerged brightly from some dark academic
clouds, too. We were disappointed with our public exam
results in 2012, good though many of them had been, and
the pressure to raise standards of attainment was felt acutely.
It was wonderful, therefore, to find out in August that our
GCSE results were the College’s best ever - by any measure
applied. Huge progress was made by the Upper Sixth, the
overwhelming majority of whom secured places at their first
choice university, including two places at Oxford. There
were successes in the co-curricular sphere.
Just before Christmas, 13 students made history by
becoming the first from the UK to complete their Duke of
Edinburgh Gold Award assessed expedition in the Falkland
Islands, following the route taken from San Carlos Water to
Port Stanley by British military forces in 1982.
The next few years will be challenging.
Local
competition is very strong at a time when our customer base
is shrinking under financial pressure and, at best, economic
growth will be slow. By their nature, boarding schools
are expensive. To attract pupils from cheaper alternatives,
we will have to offer a compelling proposition, as well as
establishing new markets. The momentum generated in
improving our facilities needs to be maintained, especially to
convince more parents of boarders, for whom the ‘sense of
value’ as they walk round a school is important. Additionally,
the educational landscape may change significantly as GCSE
and A level courses are modified.
Looking forward, it is important that we continue to
build on our strengths. In September we launched a new
Development Plan to take us forward over the next 5
years, formulated after consultation with governors, staff
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and parents. Pangbourne’s view of education has always
been a broad one, not limited to intellectual, physical and
creative development, but also including the development of
spiritual, moral, social, cultural and emotional qualities – in
short, the development of character. The academic range of
pupils at entry is wide, reflecting our emphasis on the whole
individual. As our Code of Conduct says: ‘We are here to
study and to learn’ and it is essential that we continue to
strengthen our reputation for academic excellence.
Our traditions of teamwork, leadership, self-discipline
and service, and the uniform, set us apart from other
independent schools, and we are proud of our reputation for
our core values: our ‘Flag Values’ of kindness, selflessness,
moral courage, industry, initiative, resilience and integrity,
which are underpinned by the school’s Christian ethos.
Our staff care about what they do and are motivated by a
shared passion in fulfilling potential by inspiring learning
and equipping individuals with confidence, values and skills
for the future.
Long term, our Vision is to become the best, small,
coeducational boarding school in the United Kingdom. We
recognise that we are a long way from this ‘audacious’ goal
(although we do many things very well), yet it is a worthy
aim. The word ‘best’ may be problematic for some, but its
strength is that it immediately asks searching questions of us.
We welcome this. We are committed to pursuing excellence
and quality in all our activities, within the limits imposed by
our means.
Our new Development Plan sets out what we will do
to fulfil our ambition. For the next five years, including our
Centenary Year in 2016-2017, our Goals are as follows:
Develop excellence in teaching and learning, because,
for obvious reasons, this is what matters most to most parents
Engage all pupils in a broad and balanced education,
whilst continuing to ‘punch above our weight’
Enhance the boarding experience,
so we can attract more boarders from further afield
Recruit, develop and retain excellent staff,
without which our goals are unachievable
Be proactive, caring and effective in communicating,
because we can and need to be better at this
Continue to improve the facilities of the College,
essential for us to continue to compete
Strengthen our performance as an educational charity
A team effort is needed, and I am confident that by
working together with relentless commitment to these goals,
the College can indeed become ‘the best.’ It is an exciting
period! I continue to be grateful for the warm support of
OPs everywhere and I wish all well in 2014.
THOMAS GARNIER

FOUNDERS’ DAY:
A GOOD DAY FOR THE COLLEGE
“The spell of glorious British summer weather had
been with us for a few days and was predicted to continue,”
reports OP Society President Nigel Hollebone (59-63),
“so, for a change, there were no worries on that score as
Founders’ Day 2013 approached.
In fact it was a beautiful day, the College was looking
at its very best, and as a result we were able to stick with
Plan ‘A’ and White’s Field was filled with 4x4s, tents and
gazebos. I have attended many Founders’ Days over the past
54 years and, as far as I can remember, the conditions this
year were as good as they have ever been.
Students braved the heat of the Parade Ground

Guest of Honour, The Rt. Honourable Iain Duncan Smith

Of course it was too hot, even at 10:00 hours, at the
start of the day’s proceedings, for several of the pupils on the
Parade Ground, as they waited to be inspected by the Guest
of Honour, The Rt. Honourable Iain Duncan Smith MP,
Secretary of State for Work and Pensions. Despite valiant
efforts by the many members of staff patrolling behind the
lines, trying to spot them before they fell, a number did
indeed succumb to the combination of standing still, hot sun
and thick serge uniform. But the resulting gaps were closed
up as the parade continued and the rest passed off well. It
should be noted that the Drum Major, Helen Brown, and
the girls’ House, St. George, were awarded cups for the best
parade work.
On to Prizegiving in a packed Drake Hall. The first
recognition was to the outgoing Chairman of Governors,
Michael Allsop (Hon. OP) who had decided to step
down after more than a dozen years in that post. This was
announced by his successor Rear Admiral Roger LaneNott CB (58-62) who invited Admiral Sir Michael Layard
KCB CBE (49-53), the College’s longest serving current
Governor, on to the dais to make a presentation.

A group of OPs enjoy lunch on White’s Field

The Marching Band in fine form

Following Roger’s introductory remarks, the
Headmaster, in his ‘State of the Nation’ address, assured us
that, despite a very difficult period recently following the
untimely death of Bettina Vetter (Hon. OP) the College
remained in good heart and was generally performing well
on all fronts. IDS duly handed over books, tankards and
medals to worthy prize winners and it was pleasing to be
reminded during that process that no less than half of the
ten expressive arts and open prizes are in the name of OPs
or the OP Society.
Despite having no apparent interest in the sea our Guest
of Honour had been sent to HMS Conway before going on
to Sandhurst, so not surprisingly his opening remarks regaled
us with assurances that life at his Nautical College must have
been far worse than anything we might have endured at ours.
Fortunately there was little politics in his ensuing speech,
other than a couple of self-deprecating stories to amuse the
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audience. In his main message, principally to this year’s
leavers, he used Shakespeare’s “To thine own self be true”
and John Lennon’s “Life is what happens when you’re busy
making plans” to make his three points, the third of which
was “Love of Country”, coupled with “Give back more
than you take”. All very admirable and appropriate.
Lunch next .... and for us fortunate guests, an excellent
three course buffet in the marquee on Whites. Several
invited OPs attended there but other groups gathered in
various corners of the College grounds, in particular on
Bigside to watch the cricket. As far as I could make out
there was a good turnout of OPs, spanning all generations.
Cdr. Keith Evans (33-37) was there; he is our most senior
regular attendee at College events but a near contemporary,
A G (Tony) Hopkins (38-42), thoroughly enjoyed his
day on only his second visit to the College since leaving 71
years previously.
Mention should be made of the Richard (Sam)
Strachan (58-62) party, entrenched on Bowden field for
some strange reason, which included Bill Bailey (58-62)
over from the Canary Islands and too many Shuttleworths
to name. Sam was visiting from Australia to see family but
timed his travels specifically to coincide with the College’s
big day - well done Sam. ..... and of course Lionel Stephens
(Hon. OP) was around and about to say hello.
Founders’ Day usually clashes with finals day at Henley
and although the present College 1st VIII didn’t make it that
far this year, the victorious 1963 NCP Princess Elizabeth
Cup holders were there! To celebrate part of their 50th
anniversary reunion, seven of the original nine participants
rowed the course at lunch time. I mention this only in
that it meant a number of OPs of that vintage, who might
otherwise have been at the College, thereby swelling OP
attendance, were at Henley to witness that unique event.
It is quite right that, in recent years, the programme
of events has been compressed into fewer hours but it does
mean that in the short space between lunch and tea, there
is simply not enough time to see everything on offer, as
well as talk to old friends. And this year there certainly was
much on offer. The new Harding Communication Centre
was open, there were excellent Art, Design and Technology
exhibitions, an Equestrian Display, a celebration of Drama,

Students provided a rousing musical extravaganza in the Chapel
a very rousing Musical Extravaganza in the Chapel and the
T20 cricket match between the College 1st XI (clothed in
bright red outfits with blue caps !!) and an OP team. I believe
the OPs won.
All thirsty work, so on to the Mess Hall for a welcome
cuppa (plus scones and cakes of course) and more conversation,
before the ever emotional Beat Retreat and Sunset ceremonies.
As an ex-Guard Commander I must admit that I have never
been very excited about the Guard doing all those (American?)
antics with their rifles. “Bah Humbug” I suppose, but they
did it very well in the bright evening sunlight. There was
considerable applause for the Band too when they paraded up
and down and accompanied the lone Piper atop Devitt House.
Only one bottle of fizz went off prematurely before Thomas
Garnier gave his nod to the leavers to celebrate the end of their
last term at the College - caps thrown high into the air around
the flagpole and sticky champagne (well, Cava if they had any
sense) sprayed all over each other.
Of course it WAS a day of sacrifice for many of us because,
with no available television, whilst we were at Prizegiving
listening to IDS, we missed watching the British and Irish
Lions complete their extraordinary Test victory in Australia.
And with Andy Murray winning at Wimbledon the following
day it was a very good weekend all round - for Britain and for
Pangbourne College.”

AN EMAIL APPEAL TO ALL OPs!
The fastest and most efficient way for the OP Society to communicate with OPs is via email.
At present there are in excess of 3,500 OPs registered on the Society database.
Of these, we only hold email addresses for approximately 1,500 - many not up to date.
More text to follow....
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OP SPORT in 2013
Another low-key year for OP
sport, unless things have been going on
unreported by team organisers.
A black tie dinner was held in the
Dining Hall at the College on January
26th to raise funds to support a 1st X1
cricket tour to Barbados over Easter
and turned into ‘a brilliant evening.’
Organised by the current Master in
Charge of cricket, Joe Lewis, the dinner
was attended by 160 people. It included
a champagne reception, three courses,
port, cheese, a raffle of many generous
prizes and a ‘pledge’ auction. Guest
speaker was the well-known BBC
cricket commentator Henry Blofeld
who regaled the guests with his array of
risque and amusing vignettes.
Dr. James Allenby (57-62), one
of the classiest batsmen ever to play
for the College, represented OPs. He
was looked after by Jim McBroom and
topped off his evening by outbidding
the Headmaster for a trip to Jerusalem
complete with a personal guide - one of
the pledges up for auction (James says
he did apologise to Mr. Garnier later!).
“A memorable evening” he reports.
“There seems to be a really good feeling
about the place.”
The OP rugby match was delayed.
Jack Muggridge (01-08) reports:
“Unfortunately Old Tamensians RFC
found alternative opponents. It seems
that one of their old boys is Headmaster
at a rival secondary school and so they
have decided to go that route.
However, I have proposed a
possible fixture with Old Tamensians
at the College in the Lent term 2014.
I suggested Sunday 9th March 2014
which is after the last parade in Lent
term. Being a Sunday fixture it will
allow OP players who currently play
club rugby on Saturdays to take part
and so enable us to get a much more
competitive OP team out.” At the time
of going to press this was all we knew.
The OP Golf Society continues to
thrive. In June the annual meeting took
place at Huntercombe GC near Henley,
reports OPGS Secretary Charlie Parry
(81-85). “We lost at least five OPs

to the racing at
Royal Ascot. In
the end 18 turned
up, after a few last
minute drop outs
and
Anthony
Clifford (75-82)
falling off his bike
and fracturing his
wrist! The weather
on the day started
off
grey,
but
certainly the mood
amongst the OPs
was anything but.
The course was in
Richard Givan (56-60) with his young opponents
tip-top condition
and the hospitality on arrival was most
welcoming. As the day progressed it
warmed up and we all sat in glorious
evening sun for prize giving on the
terrace.
Both cups were fiercely competed.
In the morning round Andrew Feary
won with 37 points and I was runner
up with 36 points. In the afternoon
foursomes Nick Beattie and William
Donaldson won with 42 points. The
runners up were George Gale and
Richard Parrett with 41 points. The
afternoon pairings were chosen out of
a hat which added an extra dimension
to the proceedings. It was a fun way
of pairing everyone up and the scores,
across the board, were not too bad
either. It certainly removed the queue
of those wishing to pair up with our
scratch golfer Richard Darlington!
Mike Nicholson and Adrian Stow
found that one round was enough and
chose to put the world to rights with
an extended lunch. Speaking of the
lunch, it was a feast enjoyed by all.
The annual OPGS match versus
the College took place in October
at The Berkshire GC. With the first
hint of autumn rustling the leaves
on the Red course the OP team won
the annual fourball contest against
College golfers by 5.5 points to 0.5
points. In the top match only a long
putt by Pip Smitham on the last green
won the day for our lead pairing of
Smitham & Borrett. Next up Richard

A majestic drive at the 1st at The
Berkshire Golf Club by OP Chairman
Mark Dumas (64-68)
Givan and Robin Knight ran out 5&4
winners in their match. The perennial
‘OP bankers’ Nick Beattie and Peter
Hughes romped home 6&5 winners.
Mark Dumas and Richard Parrett
defeated two members of the College
staff, Robert Kirby and The Rev.
Neil Jeffers, the latter proving “very
competitive for a man of the cloth”
according to one of his opponents!
William Donaldson and Andrew Feary
won convincingly 4&2 against Chris
Reed and Giles Fuchs (playing for the
College) whilst the last match between
Charlie Parry and Adam Knight
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(representing the College)
and Matt Arnold and George
Gale Reed was halved.”

first annual general meeting
at the Naval Club. Chaired
by Cmdre Tony Morrow and
attended by 15 members, all
the usual matters were dealt
with and the existing Officers
and Committee members reelected en bloc. The OPYC
now has 53 members. A rally
in Devon and participation
in the Arrow Trophy were
among matters discussed as
part of plans for the 2014
season. The meeting was
followed by a buffet supper.

After the match the dates
for the two OPGS meetings in
2014 were announced by the
ever-well organised Secretary
of the Society Charlie Parry.
They are: Huntercombe GC
(near Henley) 10th June individual (morning) and
foursomes (afternoon) contests
over 18 holes including lunch.
The Berkshire (near Ascot) on
8th October - annual 12-a-side
The OP Yacht Club at their first AGM in November
OP rowers held two
match versus College golfers.
auspicious
reunions
for
All OP golfers are urged to put
many OPs who rarely attend OP events
these dates in their diaries now. If you were spotted including Mike Bailey, the winning 1963 and 2003 Prince
would like to take part, please contact Jamie Bardoff-Smith, Richard Coles, Elizabeth Cup crews. A report on the
Charlie Parry at charlie@ward-thomas. John Dewar, Ralph Godfrey, Andrew 1963 reunion is printed elsewhere in
co.uk
Lithgow, Simon Pollock, Andy Roy this magazine but we have no word
and Peter Somers. It is hoped to about the 2003 gathering.
The fledgling OP Yacht Club repeat the event before long. In the
OP Ladies sports coordinator, Lucy
held a successful rally and dinner at meantime photos of the rally can be
the Royal Yacht Squadron, Cowes viewed in the Gallery section of the OP Hamblin-Rooke, Lucy.HamblinRooke@
on June 8/9th. Thirty three sailing website at www.oldpangbournian.co.uk pangcoll.co.uk, who works at the College,
reports that no events took place in 2013
OPs and their partners attended. The
turnout exceeded expectations and
In November the OPYC held its but she is hoping for better in 2014.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 2014
OP Society Committee Meetings 2014
25th February; 20th May; 14th October - 6.00pm
Naval Club, 38 Hill Street, Mayfair, London W1J 5NS
All OPs are always most welcome to attend
Contact Anthony Clifford at anthony_clifford3@gmail.com
OP DINNER 2014
Wednesday 26th March, 6.45 for 7.30pm
Butcher’s Hall, London EC1A 7EB
Guest of Honour: Iain Percy
Contact Merrick Rayner at merrickrayner@hotmail.com
OP Yacht Club Rally
In the summer in Devon; details to be confirmed
Contact Peter Kewish at peter@kewish.co.uk
OP Golf Society SUMMER MEETING
Tuesday 10th June - all day
Huntercombe GC, Nuffield, Henley-on-Thames
Contact Charlie Parry at charlie@ward-thomas.co.uk
OP City & Livery Group:
summer reception
Monday 23rd June, 6.00 for 6.30pm

HQS Wellington, Victoria Embankment, London WC2R 2PN

Contact Sinclair Rogers at sinclairrogers@btinternet.com
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Founders’ Day 2014
Saturday 5th July at the College
Further details from OP@pangcoll.co.uk
OP Golf Society vs The College
Wednesday 8th October at The Berkshire GC, Ascot
Contact Charlie Parry at charlie@ward-thomas.co.uk
OP Day at the College
Date to be decided
Further details from OP@pangcoll.co.uk
81st OP Society AGM
Tuesday 14th October, 6.00pm
Naval Club, Mayfair, London W1
Details from Anthony Clifford at anthony_clifford3@gmail.com
OP City & Livery Group: Curry Lunch
Friday 31st October, 12.30 for 1:00pm
HQS Wellington, Victoria Embankment, London WC2R 2PN

Contact Sinclair Rogers at sinclairrogers@btinternet.com
Over 60s lunch
Tuesday 18th November, 12.30pm for 1:00pm
Turf Club, London SW1
Contact Mark Dumas at mark@dumas.be

OP REUNIONS IN 2013
The year 2013 will be remembered
for many things – in particular, where
OPs are concerned, for the considerable
number of reunions, large and small,
that took place in many places. A
warm-up, perhaps, for the Centenary
year not far ahead.

including an Old Conway, Capt. John
Turnbull, Victorian President of the
Conway,
Worcester,
Pangbourne
(CWP) Association. He was followed
by Nigel Hollebone who gave a wellreceived account of the OP Society
today.

Melbourne Grand
Reunion

The next day an optional tour of
two regional Victorian wineries was
followed by lunch at ‘Hanging Rock’
again in beautiful weather.

The biggest gathering was a Grand
Reunion weekend in Melbourne,
Australia, of all OPs in Australia and
New Zealand, to mark the 150th
anniversary of the arrival of the first
Devitt & Moore ship Vimiera in
Australia in 1863. The OP Rep. in
Melbourne, Richard (Sam) Strachan
(58-62), organised the whole event
and deserves enormous
credit for his painstaking
attention to detail and
relentless
chasing
of
elusive OPs.
To
the
delight
of all concerned, the
Headmaster,
Thomas
Garnier, accepted an
invitation from the OP
Society to fly out and be
Guest of Honour. Our
President (and erstwhile
College Governor), Nigel
Hollebone
(59-63),
re-arranged his holiday
in Australia and also was
present. Ahead of the event
a letter was sent to Buckingham
Palace to inform Her Majesty
of the auspicious occasion. This
produced a reply from The Chief
Clerk to The Queen.
As a kick-start to the
weekend’s events, a welcoming
cocktail party was held aboard
Melbourne’s restored tall ship,
Polly Woodside (built Belfast
1885), on a calm, warm evening
on Friday 4th October. This was
an informal get-together, and the
initially subdued tone quickly
grew into animated conversation.
Richard Strachan then welcomed
the Headmaster and all the guests,

Correspondence from Buckingham Palace

The main event of the weekend, a
formal dinner at Melbourne’s Crowne
Plaza Hotel, followed that evening.
The highlight was Thomas Garnier’s
excellent speech with its emphasis not
only on the contemporary College, but
his hopes and aspirations
for its future. “It was clear
to all that there is a very
able, caring and forwardthinking
Headmaster
at the helm,” Richard
reported back later. “His
easy and friendly manner
throughout endeared him
to all, and we were most
sincerely grateful for his
taking a term-time break
from his duties to join us.”

OPs took the opportunity to tour two regional wineries

OP President Nigel Hollebone in full flow

Apart from Richard,
special thanks went to
Michael Sichel for saying
Grace - and wearing
his well-preserved 1956
Olympic Games blazer; Fran
Crowther (Pearson) from New
Zealand for eloquently proposing
the Loyal Toast; and Andrew
Ogilvie for a typically amusing
vote of thanks to the Headmaster
and for proposing our sincerelyfelt toast to ‘The College.’ More
than 50 OPs, some with their
partners, arrived from all over
Australia and New Zealand (too
many to list here, but they are
recorded on the OP website) and
the event got local radio coverage.
With the last surviving D&M ship
City of Adelaide likely to reach
South Australia in 2014 ahead of
a re-fit, another big reunion looms
Down Under!
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Pictures from the Melbourne Grand Reunion 2013
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Jane and Andrew Ogilvie with Cathy and Philip Plowman

Bill Bailey, Lucille Strachan and Alex Lefley

Scott and Rory Hazeldine with Rick Newling-Ward

Alastair Fleming and Michael Sichel

Scott Hazeldine, Sam Strachan, Rory and Elisha Hazeldine,
and Richard Newling-Ward

Chris Gosselin, John Cornish, Ian Stanway and Nigel Hollebone

Pictures from the Melbourne Grand Reunion 2013

Nick Edwards and Paddy Evelegh

Stephen Devitt and Justin Gummer

Nigel Cook and Andrew Douglas

Fran Crowther with husband Simon

Paul Amato, Alex Heaton,
Richard Newling-Ward and Rachel Heaton

Ian Wood and Frank Hart

Nigel Hollebone, Philip Plowman, Michael Sichel,
Jane Ogilvie and Thomas Garnier
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CWP Biennial Reunion

50’s and 60’s at the
Army & Navy Club

Not to be outshone the CWP
Association in Australasia, held its
biennial Reunion in Brisbane in May,
reports Geoff Rae. “Mindful of the
gradual decline in our numbers, this
year the local organising committee
decided to extend invitations to former
cadets from General Botha, Mercury
and Warsash. Seven OPs attended.
After a hectic two-day programme
of tours in and around Brisbane,
the reunion dinner took place at the
Mercure Hotel with a total of 102
members, guests and partners attending.
On the Sunday everyone embarked on
the stern paddle-wheeler Kookaburra
Queen 2 for a river cruise and a
magnificent seafood buffet luncheon.
At departure, the three College ensigns
were draped over the ship’s side for a
group photograph and the Pangbourne
ensign then flown at the tafferel.

Sam Strachan at the
CWP Biennial Reunion in Brisbane
The event concluded at the
Queensland Maritime Museum with
pre-dinner drinks on the quarterdeck
of the former HMAS Diamantina
followed by a barbeque. The next CWP
gathering will be in Sydney in 2015.”

In July, following the success of
last year’s lunch at The Butchers’ Hall
arranged by Mike Nicholson and
hosted by Secretary of the Worshipful
Company, Tony Morrow, to
coincide with a visit from Australia to
the UK by Richard (Sam) Strachan,
a second such gathering of OP friends
from the late 50’s and early 60’s was
held at the Army & Navy Club to tiein with another London visit by Sam
to attend Founders’ Day with his two
UK-based children.
Again ably co-ordinated by Lt.
Col. Nicholson, the host on this
occasion was RAGS member Richard
Shuttleworth.

New Zealand Reunion Lunch
Across the Tasman Sea in New Zealand ten OPs and four wives gathered at the
Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron in Auckland on February 19th for the third
consecutive annual luncheon at the venue, reports Robin Paine. “There were five
apologies for absence. Keith Mann flew up from Christchurch for the day. It was
another happy occasion with excellent cuisine, wine and camaraderie and deemed
a huge success to the extent that this will now become an annual event. Sadly
Craig Peploe, OP and General Manager of the RNZYS, is moving on to a new
job. He has been a great help in making our event so successful.” Nick Edwards,
the OP Rep in NZ, read out the Headmaster’s address, which was kindly prepared
for the occasion and much appreciated, as were the latest OP Magazines sent by the
College which arrived just in time.

James Allenby with Jeremy Richardson
at The Army & Navy Club
Attendees
included
Mike
Nicholson, Richard and Ian
Shuttleworth, Tony Morrow,
James Allenby, Andrew ScottPriestley, Richard Givan, Andrew
Herbert, Adrian Stow, Robin
Knight, Alastair Cameron, Mike
Tulloch, Ralph Gibson, John and
Geoffrey Temple, David KeithWelsh,, Jeremy Richardson and
Sam Strachan.

Keith Mann, Yoko Edwards, Nick Edwards, Craig Peploe, Mike Jackson,
Charlie Fowler, Barry Thompson, Val Were, Robin Paine, Caroline Marriott,
Simon Marriott, Graham Jex, Annette Jackson
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Apologies
were
received
from Anthony Sainthill, Nigel
Hollebone, Bill Bailey and George
Kinnear. More photos of the
occasion may be viewed in the Gallery
> Reunion section of the OP website
at www.oldpangbournian.co.uk

1963 Princess Elizabeth Cup Winners
Fifty years to the day, seven members of Pangbourne’s
historic first Princess Elizabeth Cup winning crew in 1963
stepped out from the Henley boat tent in July and took to the
water for a celebratory row past during the 2013 royal regatta.
“As a crew we were close but in life we have spread
ourselves across the world,” writes Rob Hamilton. “Julian
Coles lives in Maine, USA, Mike Ramsden in India, Garth
McDonald currently on a boat in France. Shaun Maynard
is based in Johannesburg, Christopher Rankin lives in New
York, Grahame Vetch in Kenya. This leaves Dai Wilson
and myself as the only UK residents. Sadly Chris Race is
understood to have died in the late 1960s.

The 1963 crew at the boathouse

For the row past we were joined by John Hall-Craggs, our
coach. Strachan McDonald, Garth’s brother, replaced Chris
Race and Mark Hamilton, Rob’s son and a 1992 Princess
Elizabeth Cup winner, replaced Christopher Rankin who was
unavailable.
Starting at the Barrier the crew made its way up the course
at a very stately paddle. As we passed the Stewards Enclosure
great applause greeted us from the many families, friends,
other supporters, including Pangbourne’s 2003 crew who
where celebrating the 10th anniversary of their win.”

Time marches on - the 1963 crew reunited with the P E Cup

After a sumptuous lunch in the Pangbourne marquee, the
celebrations were rounded off with a special photo shoot with
the cup in the trophy tent. Photos of the event can be viewed
in the Reunion section of the Gallery.
There is also a short video clip on YouTube which can be
found via: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5COCrkgokiM&fea
ture=youtube

The 1963 and 2003 winning crews reunited with the P E Cup

1960s West Sussex Pub Lunch

a Day at the Races

In March some 1960s OPs held a pub lunch at the Half
Way Bridge Inn in West Sussex, writes David Nicholson
(64-68). “The day proved a success for those who attended
which, admittedly, wasn’t many. But the food was good, as
was the wine and the most convivial company. The lunch
had a certain piquancy as it turned out that Julian Wiggins
(63-68), was to retire from his position as a pilot with Virgin
Airlines in mid-April. Asked if Richard Branson would be
there to wave him off, we received a somewhat rueful smile.”

A group of 1960s OPs enjoy a convivial pub lunch

A reunion on a
race course (horse
racing) maybe a first
for OPs but one took
place on Sunday
8th September at
Salisbury racecourse
courtesy of Mark
Martin (74-79).
Mark explains:
“I live in Sydney so
arranged the date
around a two week
spell back in the UK.
Attendees in the
Mark Martin and friends at
photo shown, from
Salisbury racecourse
left to right, include
Mark Martin, Nigel Banks, Joshua Risso-Gill, Steve
Byass and Chris ‘Bif’ Wilkins. We all joined the senior
school in 1979 and left in 1984, with the exception of Bif,
who left in 1982.”
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1960s Oval Reunion
Wayne Heyland (64-69), the OP
Rep in New York, organised a reunion
of ten OPs who were at the NCP with
him in the mid-1960s. The location
was the Phil Tuffnel Suite at The Oval
on August 23rd - Day Three of the final
Ashes Test match.
Cricket-wise, it proved to be a dull
day. Company-wise, reports George
Halford (64-69), “it was, without
doubt, one of the best. We were treated
to breakfast, lunch and tea, champagne,
wines and beer throughout, and the
bar absolutely refused to take any
money. There was an early morning
briefing from the former England Test
player Mark Butcher and lighthearted
entertainment during lunch and tea
from Messrs Tufnell, Alec Stewart and
Merv Hughes.

Wayne Heyland and friends enjoyed a fantastic day together at the Oval
Lady luck was also on our side. A
major collective investment in the raffle
netted us the first prize, a bat signed by
the England squad. Wayne deservedly
took it home, along with a Jocelyn

Galsworthy print of the Oval we had got
him, signed by us all, Tuffnell, Stewart
and Hughes, and for some extraordinary
reason the waitress as well. A wonderful
day - many thanks Wayne!”

City Curry Lunches
HQS Wellington, headquarters of the
Worshipful Company of Master Mariners,
provided the venue for two curry lunches
organised by a Bowyer, Dr. Sinclair Rogers
(55-57), of OPs who worked, or continue to
work, in the City of London or are connected
with City Livery Companies. Devitt and
Moore at one time allowed use of their
offices in London to house the HQ of the
Honourable Company of Master Mariners
until the Livery purchased HQS Wellington
in 1948.
The idea for the lunches arose in 2012 at a
meeting of ‘warrior’ livery companies to plan
the commemoration of the 600th anniversary
of the battle of Agincourt in 2015. Three of
the five present were OPs.

OPs enjoying a curry lunch aboard HQS Wellington

On the first occasion thirteen OPs
gathered in Wellington: Jolyon Coombs,
Jeffrey Evans, Richard Givan, Andrew
Gordon-Lennox, Laurence Johnstone,
Raymond Layard, Rupert Meacher,
Sinclair Rogers, Richard Shuttleworth,
Stephen Taylor, Michael Umfreville,
Fergus Van Niekerk and Ian Williams.
On the second occasion fourteen OPs
attended including nine not at the first
lunch – Richard Olden, Ralph Gibson,
Mike Nicholson, Tony Morrow, Nigel
Hollebone, Richard Wilkinson, Robert
Ogden, Robin Batt and Merrick Rayner.
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An even greater tournout for the second OP curry lunch abord HQS Wellington

Class of ‘83 Reunion
A successful weekend
gathering of OPs who left the
College in 1983 was held in
October. Rory CopingerSymes reports: “The whole
thing started over lunch at
the RAC club in 2012 when
I met Kai Fisher. Kai had
been organising a gathering
of
London-based
OPs
and I suggested that since
2013 was 30 years since
we departed the College
perhaps we should organise
something bigger.
He
agreed and then arranged
a small gathering of fellow
OPs in London to discuss
the idea.

master at a prep school) was
particularly impressed to
find that the Housemaster
of his old Division had
not even been born when
we left the College!

From there it was down
to the Elephant for the
evening’s
entertainment.
We had opted for a black
tie do and the numbers had
swelled to 28 (including
Jim McBroom and Alan
Vasa). I said a few words,
primarily to thank Alex
and Kai for their sterling
efforts in pulling the event
Some of the class of ‘83 on their return to the College parade ground
together, but also to note the
passing of several members
Support duly gained, Alex Hilton spread the word and gradually widened from our year and to announce that we
made the schoolboy error of not our list. Some, such as Trevor Edwards may try to do it all again in 2015 when
only admitting that he lived in close and Nick Delaforce, were abroad and we are 50! I think the bar closed around
proximity to the College but that he not able to attend, others we discovered 03:00!!??
had plenty of time on his hands being had passed away or were ‘indisposed’.
The following morning the
between jobs! So a committee of myself,
At the appointed hour on Saturday hardcore element enjoyed a hearty
Kai and Alex duly set about trying to
establish communications with as many October 5th the first of the 1983 class full English breakfast after which we
started to appear at The Swan. After a moved back up to the College to watch
OPs from 1983 as possible.
few pints we moved up to Bowden to Divisions in glorious sunshine. Toby
The concept was simple; a weekend watch the 1st XV play Mill Hill. Those Wright had been dispatched ahead
gathering to start in a local hostelry, of us who had played in the 1st XV were of us to attend church and pray for us
proceed to the College to watch some very impressed by the standard of rugby all. There were many comments made
rugby, have tea, wander round to – far faster and more skilful that we about the parade (“in our day it wasn’t
reminisce, retire to another hostelry for recalled. From Bowden we wandered like that” and “do you remember.....”
dinner and banter followed by church back to the Mess Hall and had tea etc.) but most agreed that the standard
and divisions the next day. Simple before being invited into the Wardroom was pretty good, especially since the
really! But it turned out that we had not for something stronger by the current College spends much less time than we
been at all good at keeping in touch. We batch of teachers. Toby Wright (now a did on parade.”

OPs from the class of ‘83 gathered for a black tie dinner to celebrate 30 years since leaving the College
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Annual OP Over 60s Lunch

Older than they look! The ever-popular Over 60s lunch at the Turf Club proved another great success
On Tuesday, November 19th the annual OP luncheon
for the Over 60’s took place at the Turf Club in London’s
Carlton House Terrace.
Expertly organised again by Mark Dumas (6368), this event has become so popular that a number of
tardy applicants had their cheques returned. The lucky 35
gathered for pre-prandial drinks at 12.15pm and the volume
rose quite quickly, heralding much enthusiasm for this get
together.
“The most senior this year,” writes Nigel Hollebone,
“were Lionel Stephens, Courtney Edenborough (4548), Mervyn Williams (47-50), John Maltby (48-53)
and Tim Hendley (49-53). The youngest qualifiers –
Nigel Ackerman, Niall Kilgour, Henry Lane and Mark
Dumas – all left the NCP in 1968.

Once seated in the private dining room at two long
tables, we were treated to the traditional fare for this occasion
- cream of mushroom soup, bangers and mash and welsh
rarebit, washed down with copious amounts of the house
white and claret. The decibels increased even more. By
the time coffee was served many of us had changed places,
affording the opportunity to converse with others.
After Toasts to our Sovereign and the College, Andrew
Gordon-Lennox (62-66) invited those who wished to do
so to join him at the Army and Navy Club across the road.
Like lambs to the slaughter about a dozen followed to the
Ribbon Bar and continued to put the world to rights - and
the decibels did not diminish. Had it not been for the fact
that at least three of our number were running late for dinner
engagements, the party might not have drawn to a close as
early as 7.30pm. Such is the stamina of the Over 60s OPs!”

DECADE REPRESENTATIVES
The following OPs, each representing a decade of leavers, facilitate OP reunions and other OP social events.
We need another representative for the 1990s. If you wish to suggest an event or to take part in one contact:
1930s Keith Evans: Tel: 01428 642122

1980s William Skinner: william.skinner@dege-skinner.co.uk

1940s Michael Penney: styrman29@yahoo.co.uk

1990s William Donaldson: wdonaldson@tri.co.uk

1950s Adrian Stow: adrian.stow@btinternet.com

2000s Lucy Hamblin-Rooke: lucy.hamblinrooke@pangcoll.co.uk

1960s David Nicholson: David.Nicholson@pgs.com

2000s Paul Lawrence: paullawrence1@live.co.uk

1970s Steve Davis: stephenpauldavis@goooglemail.com

2010s Larry Howard: lawrence.howard@hotmail.co.uk

1980s Charlie Parry: charlie@ward-thomas.co.uk
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NEWS OF OPs
During 2013 Miles Eden-Smith
(54-57) represented the OP Society
at three events that recognize the
College’s Merchant Navy and World
War 11 heritage. Miles was not too
well in 2013, so this commitment was
doubly commendable.

From there he went to Cass Business
School and did a Masters in property
valuation and law. He then joined
Nelson Bakewell and became chartered
in 2007, moving from West End
commercial property management to
the City agency.

The first was the annual National
Service for Seafarers at St. Paul’s
Cathedral. “I am a Chief Usher,” he
writes. “The College is thick on the
ground at this service. OPs spring
up everywhere.” The second was the
annual Merchant Navy Day/Service on
September 3rd. “This service attracted a
huge attendance this year. There was a
very big column of flag bearers for the
many branches of the MNA – Merchant
Navy Association. Lastly, there was the
Remembrance Sunday on November
10th at Tower Hill. “I’ve been laying a
wreath on behalf of the OP Society for
several years now. We have a drink in
Trinity House afterwards followed by
meetings with all sorts of veterans and
shipmates in Wetherspoons. Charles
Heron-Watson (57-61), another OP,
is always there. My guest this year was
my nephew, James Alsop (81-86).”

Phil Hickling (53-56) in New
Zealand wrote to say that Mike
Borman (53-56) spends half his time
in the UK and half in New Zealand.
Mike had a difficult time at the NCP
but he did return for a visit a few years
ago with another contemporary Ted
Daubeny (53-57). Phil is keen to start
a “divisional Rogue’s Gallery of famous
OPs” and offered to fund the first one
for Macquarie.

A Canadian-based OP, Peter
Griffiths (57-60), met up with an old
MN friend Robin Paine (55-58) at
Founders’ Day 2013 after a 52-year gap
despite living on opposite sides of the
world. Robin is based half of the year in
the UK and half in New Zealand while
Peter lives near Niagara Falls. Both were
cadets on a British India ship ‘Bamora’
in 1961 on the UK – Australian /Persian
Gulf run. Today Peter runs an upmarket
B&B with his wife Jane in Niagara
while Robin is retired and had a book
on Hoverlloyd published in 2012.
Issue 43 of the OP Magazine
produced some interesting feedback.
T.G.S. Ward (42-46) wrote from
Australia to say that he joined Port
Line in 1946 as an Apprentice, and
stayed with them for 34 years, for
more than half of which he was in
command. “We normally traded out
to Australasia. Eventually I decided to
take my retirement on the coast of New
South Wales, half way between Sydney
and Brisbane. For the first twenty years

Robin Paine and Peter Griffiths
met up again after a 52 year gap
I had a few acres, and lived ‘the Good
Life.’ I’m still there, but no longer so
active as I was once.”
Captain G.H. Belasye-Smith (5155), formerly of the Union Castle line,
penned a complaint from Broadstairs in
Kent about the flag shown on the front
of The Pangbournian (not the Devitt
& Moore house flag, but an identifier
for the magazine only) and also about
the tie knots and caps worn by pupils
as shown in images in the magazine
“which caused me unhappiness. Other
OPs concurred. This is too much.”
Simon Vaughan-Spencer (6972) wrote in December, 2012: “After
teaching in state and independent
schools (running one for a couple
of years), foreign business students,
running workshops for job seekers,
driving lorries, working in a Crown
Court and various other things, I’m
now caring full-time for my 92-year old
mother in Malvern - and doing a little
on-line coaching mainly with teenagers
& unhappy spouses.”
Michael Umfreville (93-99),
a chartered surveyor in London
specializing in acquiring office premises
for City tenants, let us know that
post-Pangbourne he went to Bangor
University in north Wales where he
studied Leisure and Tourism Resource
Management. After a gap year he
became an estate agent in Kensington.

Peter
Tambling
(50-53)
emailed to say that he had written his
autobiography Memories of R589281
(reviewed elsewhere in the magazine).
He added: “I’ve always carried a camera
right from a very young age and in the
220 pages in the book there are many
photos of places and events throughout
my career. I’m still making ship models.
Capt. Steve Taylor (55-60), chairman
of the HQS Wellington Trust, has my
entire collection now on Wellington.
It’s a complete set of models of every
class of vessel that I served in or sailed
aboard from the age of 10. My son
Michael Tambling (78-83) is still
an investment banker in the City and
has a house in New Milton. My eldest
lad (not an OP) is director of music at
Downside and will be interested to
know about the College’s collection of
Steinway pianos.
James Irvine (54-59) added four
books to the list of OP authors published
in the last issue of the magazine: The
Orkney Poll Taxes of the 1690s (2003);
Trace Your Orkney Ancestors (2004);
Blaeu’s Orkneys and Schetland (2006);
and The Breckness Estate (2009). As the
list indicates, although James lives in
Surrey where he keeps fit on voluntary
conservation work, he is deep into
Orcadian history. He also edits an
antiquarian journal and anthologies
of local writers, continues his family
history research and runs a surname
DNA study.
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Another OP author is Captain
Robert Ogden (60-64) BSc. who
lives in Hove and is an Instructor/
Consultant with the C-Mar Group
(global marine and energy services). His
novel A Shard of Glass (reviewed in this
issue) is the first book by an OP made
available on Amazon Kindle or through
robertpierpoint@gmail.com
Mention of OP authors recalls that
Robin Knight (56-61) presented
18 copies of books by OP authors to
the College Librarian Rhian Lane in
January 2013.

Robin Knight with
College Librarian Rhian Lane
William
Pickering
(97-03)
emailed in March to report that “after
four years and 110 hours of flying in the
RAF, in March 2011 I was informed
that I was being made redundant.
Initially I attended several courses and
careers fairs to determine what to do
next. I then spoke to Serco. I was aware
of the company because it managed the
aircraft I flew in the RAF, but this was
the extent of my knowledge. I applied
to join the company’s Fast Tracker
Management Scheme and was accepted.
Due to my RAF redundancy
process, I wasn’t able to join the Serco
scheme officially until July 2012. I filled
in the time working with the Prince’s
Trust for four months and undertaking
six months’ project management work
experience in Serco Defence. Later I
gained valuable experience with Help
For Heroes in a business development
role. Currently I’m working as a project
manager in the Serco HR team. The
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transition from service to civilian
life has been challenging at points.
Nevertheless, I’ve found support and
opportunities in Serco that have tested
me in completely different ways to the
RAF.”
Christian Contino (95-02) and
his wife Sarah-Jayne (Copp; 0003) have moved to Australia and are
living in Sydney. They were looking
forward to attending the OP Reunion
in Melbourne in October.
Nigel
Hollebone
(59-63)
bumped into Peter Norwood (58-60)
in the High Street in Harpenden in the
autumn. They both live in the town but
haven’t met for years. After the NCP
Peter became a Lloyds broker and spent
most of his career in insurance.
The OP Rep in Johannesburg,
Shaun Maynard (60-64) reports that
Lionel Stephens “flew out in October
to visit us and Mary Norris in Pretoria.
Basically he was in good form, but
found the long haul flights difficult. In
the week he stayed with us, we covered
many Pangbourne stories. We also
sent a joint message to Sam Strachan
wishing him all the best for his 150th
reunion dinner in Melbourne, which
by all accounts was a great success. I
drove Steve up to Pretoria to stay with
Mary and it was the first time I’d met
her, although we had spoken on the
phone after Richard’s death last year.
Steve was best man at their wedding
so they go back a long way.” While
here in Johannesburg, Steve had lunch
with Chris Williams (68-70). Chris
continues working in the shipping
world.
Shaun also sent word of Jon
Breakspear (64-68) who passed
through Johannesburg in 2013. Jon
has developed a successful fragrant
oils business and was visiting clients
in Mauritius. “Finally, when I was in
Durban on business recently I caught up
with Richard Brook-Hart (64-69).
“He is now Chairman of the Institute
of Chartered Shipbrokers in South
Africa and has built up a successful
ships’ agency business in Durban,
called Alpha Shipping, and is now into
container leasing as well.”
While in England for a reunion of the
1963 Princess Elizabeth Cup-winning

crew in July Shaun caught up with
Alastair Cameron (61-65) who
still runs his own successful wealth
management company. He also met
Tony Sainthill (57-62) one evening
for a drink - he was with his old
Sandhurst chums celebrating their
Ladies Plate win in 1963 – and had
a chat with Rodney Burgess (6165), now well retired from the RAF.
Another old friend he saw, John Wyatt
(60-64), is “fully retired from the Royal
Engineers and school bursaring” and is
now running a rehabilitation centre for
ex-Army people in Wiltshire.
Back in Johannesburg, Shaun
invited a visiting OP of considerable
rowing renown, Cornelius Frey (0103), to join his veterans crew for a Sunday
morning row. Cornelius (second right
below) works for McKinseys in Lagos,
Nigeria, and was in Johannesburg on
business. Graciously, he said afterwards
that he had really enjoyed being back
in a boat - “even if it was full of hasbeens” adds Shaun!

Cornelius Frey and Shaun Maynard
on a Sunday morning row
Tim Tilden-Smith (43-46)
had a book published in America in
2013 titled The Hill of Affluence. It was
written during the last two winters
in Florida and encourages younger
people to take charge of their own
pension planning. Tim is still involved
in the family business Archivist which
is based in Guernsey and specialises
in document storage for the finance
industry. He retired from stock broking
in 2003. He adds: “I’ve been married to
an American for 26 years and spend the

winter months in Florida and the rest of
the year in Guernsey.”
Another very active older OP is
Anthony Fenwick-Wilson (53-57).

he completed a 13,000 foot tandem
sky-dive with the Red Devils in 2013.
This raised more than £6,000 for Help
For Heroes.
Fenwick-Wilson’s long time friend
Jeremy Hodgson (54-57) writes that
“I didn’t retire until I was 75. My main
reason for the delay of 10 years was
that I rather enjoyed my job working
for a distribution company as a sales
manager and, nearly as important, I
couldn’t afford to retire! I still row
most weekends with the Bewl Bridge
Rowing club, mostly in 8s, which is
good cardio vascular exercise. I walk
with the Rother Ramblers once a week
doing six to ten miles. And I still play
the odd game of cricket which I did last
weekend scoring 13 (two 4s and five
hectic singles!).”

Anthony Fenwick -Wilson
completed a 13,000 foot
tandem sky-dive with the Red Devils

He
explains:
“Working
in
collaboration with Swansea University,
my company is developing new forms
of water and wind turbines. In 2013 we
successfully tested our water-turbine
prototype in the quarter of a million
ton test tank at the IFREMER facilities
in Boulogne. I’ve just commissioned
the construction of an 80 foot tall, preindustrial, wind-turbine prototype, for
deployment and trials at Port Talbot.
This device is designed to attack a $300
billion niche market for renewable
energy in the developing world.”
On the personal front, Anthony
became engaged to ‘a lovely woman’ and
moved to Shropshire, near Bridgnorth,
last year. To keep the adrenalin flowing

This, though, was just Jeremy’s
warm up to his main act. “Last year I
did a four day walk over the Pyrenees
taking the route escapees took in the
Second World War, “Le Chemin
de la Liberte” raising £3,000 for the
British Legion. My main reason for
doing this was in memory of my great
aunt. She was in the SOE operating in
France and when her cover was blown
she had to get out. She made the very
difficult crossing in November 1943 at
the age of 56 with three RAF air crew.
I did it in June with good equipment
and three nights camping in a dry tent.
There were 13 of us. I was certainly
the oldest at 75 and if I hadn’t trained
for this over the previous six months I
wouldn’t have made it. Carrying 35lbs
on your back for four days with two
10,000 ft climbs on Day Three was no
picnic.”
The varied career of Malcolm
Duthie (44-48) was described in a
most informative letter received in
March. At the end of 1948 he joined
the Royal Navy under the Direct Entry
scheme. One term at Dartmouth was
followed by two terms in the training
cruiser HMS Devonshire in the Baltic
and Mediterranean. “I then spent a year
as a Midshipman in HMS Kenya on
the Far East station including the first
six months of the Korean war. Various
courses and appointments in offices
in the UK followed. Next (1956-58)
came the best time I had in the RN as
Captain’s Secretary in the cruiser HMS
Ceylon, first at Port Said for the Suez

J.B. Hodgson in the Pyrenees
‘affair’ and then giving away the British
Empire in Ghana and Ceylon, as well as
showing the flag in South Africa, and
around the Indian Ocean, the Persian
Gulf and the West Indies
In the early 1960s I returned to
the UK and began studying full time
to qualify as a barrister in the RN.
During this time I offered myself for
ordination in the Church of England
and was allowed to retire from the RN.
Subsequently I spent three years training
at Clifton Theological College in Bristol
and was ordained in September 1966 to
serve a three year curacy in a parish in
St. Helens on Merseyside. From there
I began working with the Overseas
Missionary
Fellowship
starting
with a posting in Singapore to learn
Cantonese. I met my wife-to- be Sheila
on a course in London and we married
in Singapore in 1970. My next posting
was in Penang in West Malaysia where
we spent four very happy years. But we
could not get our visas renewed and so
eventually I became vicar of a church
in Bootle (Liverpool) for five years and
then vicar of a church in Cheltenham
for 13 years. I retired in 1994 and since
2005 have lived in Derby.”
From Devon Jonathan Davies
(72-77) contacted the OP Society
to say that on leaving the College he
trained in Agricultural Management
only to see the industry on its knees, so
opted for the other family occupation
and joined the RN. Spent an enjoyable
first appointment in Hong Kong on a
patrol craft HMS Swift, then onto HMS
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Ambuscade and later PWO training.
“Due to a slight obstinate nature, the
RN and I parted company after working
for Cincfleet for 18 months only to
receive my best report ever written by
an Admiral. Typical! I immediately
rejoined the RN under a short term
recall to work in Northwood and later
at Wilton in the Army joint HQ.”
On leaving the RN for good Jonathan
moved into education as a Bursar at
Midhurst Grammar then Seaford
College and latterly at the Royal School
in Haselmere.
“Once again, I decided to move on
as my opinion of some teachers didn’t
help in the job of Bursar. We ended up in
North Devon where we bought a hotel
which I converted to apartments prior
to the bubble bursting. We still live in
the main house, but want to downsize. I
have now found my niche, working for
myself as a heating engineer specialising
in AGAs and Rayburns. Over the years
I met various OPs; C Carrington
Wood (72-77) and Danny Lee (6974) were two I knew in the RN. If any
OPs are down in North Devon, they
will probably find me in Ilfracombe’s
lifeboat station where the coffee is
always available.”
Michael J. Hayes (48-51) who
died in 2013, left about 100 paintings to
the College, most of which were later
auctioned. A retired school teacher,
Michael was 74, unmarried and lived
in Rustington, near Littlehampton, in
Sussex. The collection included more

than 30 sea paintings. The print below
shows the Devitt & Moore clipper
Macquarie ahead of the Devitt & Moore
clipper Harbinger off Gravesend.
Roger Slater (57-61) returned to
the College for the first time in many
years on Founders’ Day and declared
himself “horrified…they have removed
the cable over the parade ground. How
can any Drum Major prove themselves
worthy of the title without a cable to
toss the mace over?”
In November Tom Tribe (4852) gave a number of talks in the
Alresford, Hampshire, area about the
Royal Australian submarines AE1 and
AE2, launched in 1913 and manned by
composite Australian and British crews.
AE1 vanished without trace in 1914
near Papua New Guinea while AE2 was
lost in the Sea of Marmara during the
Gallipoli campaign. Tom, who served
in the RN, is chairman of the AE1 AE2
UK memorial fund. Details can be
found at http://www.ae1.org.au
On the subject of Australia the
one-time OP Rep in Adelaide, Justin
Gummer (76-82), has moved to
Melbourne. “I will miss Adelaide
greatly, particularly its rich history,”
he wrote. “In 2011 I designed and
commission the Maria Gandy bicentennial memorial. Gandy came to
Adelaide on the brig Rapid in 1836,
the year the colony was founded. The
memorial was unveiled to much aplomb
with speeches and a choir using the

One of the paintings bequathed to the College by M. J. Hayes
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musical skills I learned at Pangbourne.”
In the United States Jeff BeechGarwood (71-75) emailed to say that
he had “moved from a nice house to
being scrunched up in a smallish flat.
It’s because we’re getting older and were
finding that taking care of a large house
was using up too much of our time and
energy. But downsizing is hard work! I
continue to be employed as a Systems
Programmer at US Bank and help to
keep the mainframes communicating
with each other and other people. Still
in Saint Paul, Minnesota - and still the
OP Rep in the Midwest if any OPs
are passing. I find myself thinking
of retirement more and more!”
Further east in the U.S. Tim
Hendley (49-53) emailed that
“Hurricane Sandy has been the main
event in my life these past few months.
You will recall that this superstorm hit
the New Jersey shoreline on October
29, 2012, causing much damage. My
little riverfront house (it started life as
a duck-hunting shack in the 50s) had
four feet of water on the property and
two feet of water inside the house. All
my appliances, furniture, bedding,
carpets and insulation inside the walls
got a good soaking in salty water. I was
staying at my daughter’s place during
the storm so it was quite a shock to
enter the house afterwards. Fortunately
I did have flood insurance, though only
on the property, not the contents, but
have been able to stretch the payments
to cover almost everything. I eventually
got back into my home in early April.
At the age of 77 I could do without all
this excitement!” Tim later journeyed
to London to take part in an Over-60s
OP lunch at the Turf Club.
Mike
Matthews
(54-59)
communicated from Brockenhurst
in the New Forest and described his
diverse range of retirement activities. He
is a Trustee of the homelessness charity
Emmaus Hampshire alongside Mike
Harris (54-59) and is co-ordinator
of a monthly lunch club based in
Winchester called WREx (Winchester
Retired Executives) whose members
include Mike Harris and Hugh
Powlett (55-59). He is Secretary
of the Brockenhurst Royal British
Legion Branch and is fund-raising for
a £300,000 Church Hall extension
project. To keep a sense of balance, he
also sings with the Lymington Choral

Society, walks fortnightly with the
Active for Life walking group and
participates in a literature appreciation
group. In his spare time he is a Care
Car Driver and a Visitor Warden in his
parish church. His days are well-filled!
Tony Morrow (58-62) organised
a Royal Yacht Britannia 60th
Anniversary reunion at Windsor Castle
at the end of on November. There were
500 “Yachties,” as those who have
served on the Royal Yacht are called, in
attendance. The evening began with a
drinks reception hosted by Her Majesty
the Queen and in the presence of HRH
the Duke of Edinburgh, Princess Anne
and the Duke of York. Following the
reception, a dinner was held at a hotel in
Windsor. Tony was the last commander
of Britannia from 1995-97 when the
royal yacht was de-commissioned.
David Ogden (63-67) was living
in the Philippines when he emailed but
planned to move back to Cyprus in the
Spring of 2013 and live in the Paphos
area.
On leaving the NCP in 1967, he
joined the Royal Navy and served
four years. From 1983-94 he worked
for Occidental Petroleum. He then
worked in North Sea oil logistics until
2000. Subsequently he has branched
out, organising groups of international
adventure racers, showing people how
to build a business, marketing wellness
products through TheworldShop.biz and
promoted TriVita health products.
From 2005 he was with Veretekk as
an internet marketing mentor, training
others to market their businesses. He
added that “following many years of
working for others, I have now retired
to pursue my own interests in the sport
of adventure racing and sailing while
also continuing to work on the Internet
to develop a second income from
selling health and wellness products and
mentoring people in marketing.”
Charlie Sykes (80-85) is still
working at the Oratory School as a
teacher of economics and business.
He sees Andy Ethelston (80-83)
on Sundays as their sons play rugby
together. He bumped in to Chris
Scudds (80-85) in Polzeath, and
frequently sees Will Skinner (82-87)
as their boys are in the same year at prep
school. “I’ve also played Real Tennis

against Matthew Prater (82-87) a few
times.” He adds: “If anyone local wants
to come and give Real tennis a go here
at the Oratory, please get in touch.”
Oliver Stephens-Ofner (8894) is mostly a film/TV actor these
days but has done repertory work in
the theatre, mostly at the Network
Theatre near the Old Vic, Waterloo,
in London. His credits include Skyfall,
The Dark Knight, The Bourne Ultimatum,
National Treasure 2, X-Men:First Class,
Holby City and Eastenders. “In Skyfall
(the latest Bond film) I am in the
underground sequence and was told
to go 20 metres behind Daniel Craig
as I was towering over him too much!
I’m also a screenwriter and currently
am trying to get a feature film that I’ve
written off the ground.”
Larry Howard (06-11) is well
on the way to achieving his lifelong
ambition of becoming an airline pilot.
Instead of university he opted for
the Oxford Aviation Academy based
at Oxford Airport in Kidlington,
spending six months in ground school.
Things went well and he recorded first
time passes and an average of 91% in all
14 final ground exams.

Larry Howard (06-11)
On completion he travelled to
Phoenix, Arizona, to do six months’
flight training on the Piper Pa28
Warrior. This went well and in October
2012 he returned to Kidlington with
a first time pass Commercial Pilots
License. The next stage was the
Instrument Rating phase in the Piper
Pa34 Seneca. Passing this, he then did
a Multi Crew Cooperation Course
in which he spent 20 hours as part of
a team in a Boeing 737 simulator. “I
think that Pangbourne greatly assisted
me in this phase as I was able to use the

leadership and teamwork skills learned
at the College,” he writes.
Subsequently he has graduated
from the Oxford Aviation Academy
into the ‘ruthless’ airline job market.
“While looking for a flying job I have
worked as a member of the crew on
passenger boats on the Thames. This
allowed me to utilize the rope work and
boat handling skills learned through
the College’s Royal Marines CCF
section!” After four months he secured
a job flying the Boeing 737-800 as a
First Officer for a Dublin-based airline.
He starts in March 2014.

Professional photographer
Angus Thomas
Angus Thomas (77-81), a
professional photographer who lives in
Pangbourne, has joined Robin Knight
on the project to produce an illustrated
history of the College in time for the
school’s centenary in 2017. The book,
being published by Third Millennium
Information, will actually be available
in mid-2016, all being well.
Bruce Fair (83-90) was in
Hesperus and is another former Chief
of the College. He married a French
woman and while they live in London
they spend most of their holidays in
France. In an email to the OP Rep in
France, Barney Spender (76-81), he
wrote: “I’d be interested to meet any
OPs who have a French connection. Do
let me know if ever there’s a gathering
or if you have a list of the various OPs
who’re living in France”
Adam Urwin (04-09) went
to Swansea University and did a
degree in Business Administration &
Management. During his free time he
worked on a cold calling desk at Mia
Telesales and was searching for a job in
sales or marketing when he joined the
OP Group on LinkedIn in December.
Hope the job search goes well Adam!
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NEWS FROM THE OP LADIES
trips we used to go on, jumping in to
freezing lakes and trying to clamber in
to inflatable life boats. We had so many
wonderful opportunities at Pangbourne
and all the children who get to attend
are very lucky.”

Towards the end of 2013, realising
the complete absence of any news from
or about female OPs, The Marketing
department sent out an email to all OP
ladies with an email address on the OP
data base. The feedback was not exactly
overwhelming, but we did gather a few
bits and pieces. For identity purposes,
we have put the surname by which
the OP was known at the College in
brackets after their present surname.
Emma Draper (Cork; 96-00):
“I’ve been pretty busy since leaving
Pangbourne in 2000! Having been at the
College for four wonderful years I went
to art college for a year and managed
to get on to the Fine Art degree course
at Southampton Institute (Now Solent
University). I had a wonderful three
years there and left with my BS Hons.
During my time at University I met my
now husband Jon.
While studying Fine Art I focused
on plant photography and decided I
enjoyed plants more then the actual
photography and so decided to go
into horticulture. I trained at Hilliers
Nurseries in Hampshire and went on
to do a three-year apprenticeship at the
Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew. I was
then offered a job as propagator in the
hardy plant nursery, growing all the
bedding for Kew plus other hardy stock
for Kew and other botanic gardens.
In 2005 Jon and I bought our first
flat in Staines in 2005 and took on

Emma Draper (Cork) (96-00)
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Emma Draper (Cork) with husband Jon
and children Phoebe and Dexter
numerous projects including doing up
a 1971 VW camper van called ‘Shelia.’
In 2008 Jon proposed on a secluded
beach in south Wales and we married
in April 2009 in my parents’ garden
in Buckinghamshire. It was a perfect
day and one I will never forget. Nine
months later our beautiful daughter
Phoebe Grace Draper was born.

From Hannah Stone (98-03):
“How great to have an email about
the lovely lady OPs! After leaving
Pangbourne, I went to university
and did an undergraduate degree in
Psychology and Sociology, a Masters
in Health Psychology and then
worked in Broadmoor and in child
and adolescent eating disorder services.
Following this, I did a doctorate in
Forensic Psychology, which I have just
completed. Now I’m about to start
working life as a qualified Forensic
Psychologist. Although I thoroughly
enjoyed getting involved with the choir
and drama at Pangbourne, I now just
enjoy being a member of the audience
and living in London allows me many
opportunities to do this! I’m still in
touch with many of my friends from
Pangbourne, some of whom I see on a
regular basis, and we enjoy reminiscing
about our experiences there!”

During my maternity leave we
decided that I should stay at home
to look after Phoebe, so I left Kew to
become a stay-at-home mum. I loved
my new role and helped organize a
local toddler group and volunteered for
the local NCT. In April 2013 our son
Dexter was born at home to complete
our little Family. Then in July 2013 we
took the huge leap of leaving Staines
and moving to a little village on the
south coast of Devon called Wembury.
We’ve now been here for four
months and have not looked back. We
absolutely love it here. Phoebe attends
the village Pre School and Jon who has
always been a keen surfer now spends
his lunch hours in the sea. We look
forward to the year ahead with many
milestones such as Phoebe starting
school and Dexter turning one. Since
leaving Pangbourne I look back at the
wonderful time I had there and the
superb lessons I learnt. Being on the
south coast and near the Plymouth
dock yards we regularly see Royal
Navy ships and it reminds me the CCF

Hannah Stone (98-03)
Terry Walden, Director of Sport
at the College, let us know that
hockey players Anna Wilson (0510), got a Blue at Cambridge, Nicky
Campling (11-13) is playing for Uni
and Teddington, Lucy Richmond
(07-12) is playing for Uni and club in
Nottingham and Katie Dart (04-11) is
in the UWE 1st XI.

Sally Graddon (Clare; 98-00)
qualified as a doctor in 2005, married
Paul in 2006, gave birth to her first
daughter in 2008 and decided to leave
medicine. She had her second daughter
in 2012 and has since been making and
selling chainmaille jewellery (www.
sallygraddondesigns.co.uk). She is also
doing a course in copy-editing in her
non-existent spare time. “I’m hoping
to find a way to start working around
our little girls from home and earn a bit
more soon. We live in North Devon
with our two bouncy dogs and I’m so
grateful that I live in such a beautiful
place and get to spend so much time
with my amazing children.”

Jewellery designed by Sally Graddon
Harriet Waller (09-11) and Aisha
Bearn (08-13) have been playing
rugby for Bath University’s 1st XV
women’s team. In early December they
beat Bristol 1st XV women’s rugby team
19-10 in front of a group of girls from
the College. Both Waller and Bearn
played well and Harriet scored a try, set
up two further tries and also kicked all
but one of the conversions.

OPs IN THE NEWS
Two of Peter Points’ Chiefs were in
the news during 2013 as both secured
prestigious new positions. Patrick
Derham (73-78), headmaster of
Rugby School since 2001, was appointed
Head Master of Westminster School
with effect from September 2014. The
chairman of governors at Rugby was
quoted as saying that Derham “has
been an outstanding Head in so many
ways. He has extraordinary energy and
enormous interest in what he is doing
and in the pupils in his care.” Patrick
himself said he was “thrilled” to be
joining Westminster – the opportunity
to be involved with such an outstanding
school is a singular honour.”

the BG position was motivated by a
desire to sell more energy. “That’s the
last thing that enters our mind,” he said.
“We think that it is a good thing to do
to help our customers use less gas and
electricity.”

Meantime in February Chris
Weston (77-82) was named the new
Managing Director of British Gas.
Chris had been running Centrica’s
Houston-based US retail gas business.
He joined Centrica in 2002 after the
company acquired telecoms provider
One Tel where he was a senior
executive. Now aged 48, he worked
for Cable and Wireless in Australia and
the UK in the 1990s. Prior to this he
spent seven years in the Army in the
Royal Horse Artillery. He has a PhD
in Quantitative Finance from Imperial
College, London University.

David Harding (77-78)

Chris Weston (77-82)

Kate Sykes, Harriet Waller,
Alice Ledson and Aisha Bearn

In December Chris found himself
in the news again after it was revealed in
The Times that British Gas had played
a role in persuading ministers to weaken
an official target for insulating Britain’s
coldest homes. Declaring himself “very
happy” with the government’s changes
to green targets for insulation, he argued
that it made sense to focus more funding
on cheaper measures such as loft and
cavity wall insulation and denied that

Another OP from the Points
era, David Harding (72-78), hit
the headlines when it was revealed
in February that the hedge fund
he
founded,
Winton
Capital
Management, had suffered $1 billion
of client withdrawals amid impatience
about lacklustre returns. At that point
the fund still had $26 billion of assets.
Harding, 52, has pioneered so-called
CTAs (commodity trading advisers)
which are computer-driven funds
aiming to profit from market trends.
The former trader, who read physics
at Cambridge, saw his $10bn (£6.2bn)
Winton Futures Fund lose 3.5% last
year – only its second loss in 16 years.
In November The Economist magazine
reported that Winton Capital was one
of the few hedge funds using the CTA
system to have risen in value in 2013.
In February the UK government
announced that survivors of the Arctic
convoys in World War II would finally
be recognized for their service with a
new medal, the Arctic Star.
The new
Arctic Star
medal,
presented to
survivors of
the Arctic
convoys of
World War II
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One of those belatedly honoured
was Lt. Cdr. C.P.R. Collis RN (3741). At the NCP Patrick Collis was
CCCC in 1941 and was awarded the
King’s Gold Medal in 1942. He left the
College to join the Merchant Navy and
then switched to the Royal Navy.

The Arctic Star being awarded to
Lt. Cdr. Patrick Collis (37-41)
During 1942/43 Collis served in
HMS Anson in the Flag 2nd Battle
Squadron covering Russian Convoys.
Collis remained in the RN until
retirement when he became skipper
of the sail training ship Winston
Churchill. A member of the Exeter
Flotilla, he was presented with his
medal by the Lord Lieutenant of Devon
in Exeter Cathedral on October 20th
at a Trafalgar Day service attended by
500 people. The Exeter Flotilla is an
association of retired and serving RN
and RM officers. Rory Jackson (5559) is the current chairman.
Another OP to receive an award (an
MBE) in 2013 was Christopher Daniel
(47-51) “for services to the history of
navigation, time-keeping and sundials.”
In October 2012 Chris had a noonmark sundial unveiled on the Meridian
building of the Royal Observatory
at Greenwich whilst in 2013 he had
a similar sundial inaugurated on the
Guildhall at Faversham.

Sundial
created
by
Christopher
Daniel
(47-51)
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The tragic death in early May in a
sailing accident of the double Olympic
medalist Andrew “Bart” Simpson
(90-95) generated massive press
coverage. Simpson, 36, strategist on
the Swedish Artemis team’s America’s
Cup contender, was trapped under its
AC72 catamaran after it capsized in
San Francisco Bay. The death was like
“losing a family member” and left the
British sailing team feeling “broken”
according to a shocked Stephen Park,
the Royal Yachting Association
Olympic manager. Simpson left a wife,
Leah, and two young children.
The cause of the accident was
subsequently investigated by several
organizations in America including
the US Coastguard. Tributes poured
in from all over the world and lengthy
obituaries were published in British
national newspapers. The funeral was
held at the end of May at Sherborne
Abbey, Dorset, and attended by
hundreds of friends, family and wellwishers. The Olympic sailors Sir Ben
Ainslie and Iain Percy were among the
pall-bearers. Ainslie and Percy both
paid tributes during the service to
Simpson. In Ainslie’s words: “Whether
Andrew met a young kid learning to sail
or a four-time America’s Cup winner,
everyone loved Bart because of the
person he was. He always had a word
for everybody. He always had a smile on
his face.”
Percy and Ainslie continued to
recall Simpson during the rest of the
year. In an interview with The Times
in mid-December, for example,
Ainslie said this: “Moments like that
(Simpson’s death) make you sit down
and re-evaluate. What am I doing with
my life? What’s important? The thing
about Andrew was he was the one of
all of us who had the perspective right:
passionate sailor, really wanted to win,
but his family was mattered to him. He
was the one guy who seemed to have
his head screwed on the best in terms of
what was important.”
After Simpson’s death a blue ribbon
was created in his memory and the Mayor
of San Francisco had it placed all over
the city. In September a charity dinner
was held in San Francisco in Andrew’s
memory after the second day of the
America’s Cup finals. One of those who
attended was Robin Paterson (6973), a friend and long time supporter

Olympians united in mourning
of Bart’s. At the dinner, which raised
$250,000 for the Andrew Simpson
Sailing Foundation, an emotional film
of Andrew was shown http://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=vSHSG21DQ8g
The Foundation will support deserving
children from their first experience on
the water.
Also in the United States, the year
was notable for the achievement of
Mike Lubbock (57-61) and the Sylvan
Heights Bird Park in Scotland Neck,
North Carolina, in helping to save
two near-extinct species of ducks in
Trinidad. The project came about at the
request of the US Embassy in Trinidad
five years ago. It focused on restoring
the populations of two native species,
the White-Faced Whistling Duck and
the Bahama Pintail. Both are at risk due
to unregulated hunting and habitat loss.
Partnering a local wildfowl trust in
South Trinidad, Sylvan Heights hatched
24 ducks and hand-reared them at the
facility’s breeding centre. Lubbock
travelled to Trinidad in December
2012 with the birds which are now
being used as part of a breed-andrelease programme. Sylvan Heights, a
non-profit organisation, has the largest
collection of waterfowl in the world
and is the largest bird park in North
America.

Mike Lubbock (57-61)

Lubbock, known worldwide as
“The Waterfowl Man,” began his career
at Slimbridge Wildfowl & Wetlands
Trust in the west of England. Since then
he has received 17 world and 15 North
American First Breeding Awards and
is a member of the International Wild
Waterfowl Association’s Hall of Fame.
His biography The Waterfowl Man of
Sylvan Heights will be published later
this year.
Roger Lane-Nott (58-63), now
Chairman of the Board of Governors
at the College, appeared on television
in December in a BBC 2 documentary
The Silent War. A retired Rear Admiral
who spent 32 years in the RN, LaneNott at one time commanded HMS
Splendid, a British nuclear submarine,
during the Cold War – the subject of
the programme. This began rather
dramatically with Roger declaring
“I was obsessed with the Soviets…”
Ewen Southby-Tailyour (5559), hard at work in 2013 completing
The Battle Britain Lost: Exocet 1982 (due
out in April), was also busy during the
year launching a new offshore sailing
race, the Jester Baltimore Challenge.
According to the May issue of Yachting
Monthly, the race was due to start in
mid-June from Plymouth bound for the
eponymous town in the southwest of
County Cork, Ireland. “The intention
is to provide an opportunity, during the
stretch of a normal summer holiday, for
old Jester Challenge hands to cut their
teeth in preparation for longer distance
challenges,” Ewen told the magazine.

to row the Pacific Ocean in 2014 and
raise money for Breast Cancer Care.
Natalie, 30, began rowing at the age
of 13. After Pangbourne she went to
Loughborough University. Now an
independent film producer specialising
in brand and online work, she has many
Big Event credits to her name including
the 2012 Olympics and the opening
of St. Pancras station in London. “I’ve
just reached the stage in life where I
want to do one big adventure,” she told
London’s Metro newspaper. Natalie
nataliemilesuk@hotmail.com is looking for
corporate and individual sponsors, with
the latter group able to “buy a mile” for
£10.
The team are being trained by Team
GB coach Alex Wolff. Assuming that
the £100,000 needed to fund the trip is
raised, the plan is to begin the 155-day
row from Long Beach, California in
April. The chosen 8,500 mile route will
take the team to Hawaii, Samoa and on
to Australia.
Another OP in the news was Andre
Gysler (79-83). During 2013 he came
8th out of 104 finalists from around the
country in the England National Final
for Loch Style Fly Fishing. This earned
him an England Cap and he will be
representing England in an international
match this year. Another new OP
international in 2013 was Charles
Waite Roberts (06-11) who was
selected to represent GB at the Under
23 rowing World Championships in
July in the Lightweight four.
A one-time ‘model cadet’ at
Pangbourne, Jamie Lonsdale (7277) hit the headlines in May for the
wrong reasons when he put his house
Kingston Lisle Park, near Wantage,
on the market for £35 million. It later
transpired, according to a report in the
Daily Telegraph, that Lonsdale, 52,
needed to fund an expensive divorce
settlement having “fallen in love with
a Russian glamour model 23 years his
junior.”

Natalie Miles (far left) (95-02),
with her fellow rowers
Also thinking of challenges at sea
during 2013 was Natalie Miles (9502) who was selected from 145 other
women to join a four-woman crew

The late Jeffrey Bernard (4648), a journalist and habitué of Soho
pubs, was recalled in a letter to the
Daily Telegraph in June by one Vincent
Shanahan. “My first encounter with
Jeffrey,” he wrote, “came about because
of my love of his weekly column ‘Low
Life’ in the Spectator in which he

painfully exposed his exploits. Jeffrey
was initially wary of me (as I was
bedecked in pinstripe, he thought I was
an Inland Revenue inspector) but after
a couple of large vodkas, he warmed to
me. The afternoon descended so much
that he mentioned our encounter in his
next Spectator entry. It was then that
I realised that it was dangerous to mix
with his clan.”
Other letter-writers to the press
in 2013 included Patrick Derham on
several occasions, usually on the subject
of the positive role played by private
schools, Michael Smith (60-65) in
a contribution to The Times about
a post-war meeting in Switzerland
between Clarita von Trott and Irene
Laure, and Ewen Southby-Tailyour in
the aftermath of Lady Thatcher’s death
on events leading up to the despatch of
the naval task force to the Falklands in
1982.

Patrick Milling-Smith (88-95),
pictured centre
Once, the musical co-produced by
OP Patrick Milling Smith (88-95),
opened in London’s West End in April.
Once won eight Tony awards in the
U.S. last year after its Broadway run.
Patrick co-founded the international
production house Smuggler Inc., an
industry leader in music videos, film and
commercials. Last year Smuggler was
awarded the Cannes Lions Palme d’Or
along with Clio and British Arrows
awards for Production Company of the
Year. Patrick also serves on the Board of
Trustees of the NY Theatre Workshop
and was among six honorees of the
Made in NY Awards 2013 presented by
Mayor Bloomberg. Most recently, he
produced the film Greetings From Tim
Buckley and the Broadway production
of Seminar.
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The 150th edition of the cricketers’
bible Wisden carried an article by
Rupert Bates (76-81) about his
great uncle, the illustrator, engraver
and painter Eric Ravilious who was
commissioned in 1938 to produce an
engraving for a redesigned cover for
Wisden. For the past 76 years (with a
hiatus in 2003) the drawing he did has
retained its place on the famous yellow
dust cover of the iconic publication.
Rupert is a sports and property writer.
OP Edward Bence (66-70), a
director of two family-owned cliffside
hotels in Devon and Cornwall, hosted
a visit in July from the Prince of Wales.
“We were chosen to host the second
Prince’s Trust conference on sustainable
fishing which drew delegates from
around the world,” he informed the
OP Society. “The first had been held
at St James Palace. As a result the Prince
attended the event and spoke to the
conference. It was a great occasion for
all of us.”

Sydney. More recently he has turned
into a Marriage Celebrant “which I
gather requires a great deal more input
than merely pronouncing man and
wife” explained Kevin in an email in
September. Malcolm continues to work
for Zodiac Marine, one of the largest
shipowners in London. Kevin has a new
consultancy agreement with a mining
company in South Australia.
Edward Bence (66-70) with
HRH The Prince of Wales
In September Kevin O’Donovan
(65-70), Chris Simond (62-66)
and Malcolm Walker (66-71) met
for lunch at Kevin’s home in Sydney
when Malcom and his wife Nellie were
on a two-month leave trip visiting
Australia. Kevin and Malcolm were
Peter Points’ first two Chiefs. Chris
was the first Editor of the OP Magazine
back in 1969. He subsequently became
a well-known television presenter in

Malcolm Walker (66-71), Chris Simond
(62-66) and Kevin O’Donovan (65-70)

SCHOOL GOVERNOR REQUIRED
The Chairman of Governors is looking to strengthen the Governing Body of the College and is
specifically seeking professionals with Business, Accountancy or Surveying qualifications.
The main duties and responsibilities of a Governor are to:
•

Know and support the aims of the school and its mission
statement and ensure that they are achieved

•

Determine the overall direction and development of
the school through good governance and clear strategic
planning.

•

Promote and develop the school in order for it to grow and
maintain its relevance in society.

•

Provide support and challenge for the head and senior
leaders in appropriate proportion.

•

•

Interview, appoint and monitor the work and activities of
the senior staff.

•

Maintain absolute confidentiality about all sensitive/
confidential information received in the course of governors’
responsibilities to the school, and to accord with the conflicts
of interest policy.

•

Contribute expertise to the discussions of the Governing
Body.

The degree of commitment required of a governor is to:
•

Attend as many meetings and school events as possible.

Ensure that the school and its representatives function
within the legal and regulatory framework of the sector and
in line with the school’s governing document.

•

Be prepared to put in sufficient time to visit the school
periodically during working hours, and to study reports and
background papers.

•

Act in the best interest of the school, beneficiaries and
future beneficiaries at all times.

•

Attend training courses.

•

Maintain sound financial management of the school’s
resources, ensuring expenditure is in line with its
objectives, and investment activities meet accepted standard
and policies.

Apart from the skills that they bring to a governing
body, governors should be capable men and women of
sound judgement who are able to look at a problem from
all angles. Without doubt the role is very rewarding and
enjoyable.

If you have the required skills and would be interested in becoming a Governor, please contact,
in the first instance, Ron Obbard, Clerk to the Governors on 0118 9767 424 or bursar@pangcoll.co.uk
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A FORGOTTEN OP HERO
It all started with a terse announcement in a 1944 issue of
The Log that I stumbled across last summer while researching
the history of Pangbourne to be published in 2016 ahead of
the College’s centenary, writes Robin Knight (56-61).
C.M.B. Cumberlege (19-22) had been posted as missing.
In the context of the Second World War, when OPs
were killed or posted missing almost every term, it was not a
shattering piece of news. However, by late 1946, a year after
the end of the war in Europe, when The Log continued to
list Cumberlege as missing, something clearly was awry. My
journalistic antennae twitched and I began a search that was to
lead me to some amazing places and people over the following
three months.
Mike Cumberlege was the son and grandson of admirals.
Wanting a life at sea himself, he arrived at the Nautical
College aged 14 just two years after it was founded. Over
the following three years he boxed, played rugby in the 1st
XV, won a Geography prize, showed leadership potential and
became a Cadet Captain. After the NCP he did three years in
the Merchant Navy with the Aberdeen Line, serving as a cadet
apprentice on a converted troop carrier.

Mike Cumberlege,
aged 19 in 1924

So far, so normal for
a product of Pangbourne
at that time. Thereafter,
Cumberlege’s life and
career proved to be
anything but normal. He
began diverging from
the norm by leaving the
Aberdeen Line after only
three years, choosing
instead to work on a
Belgian trawler before
gaining his Second Mate’s
certificate. He then joined
the Royal Naval Reserve
in 1926 and decided to
see the world on his own
terms.

For the next 14 years
Mike lived on his wits. The sea, poetry and music were
in his blood. He made a living skippering yachts in the
Mediterranean owned by wealthy Americans, several of whom
were friends of his philandering and well-connected father. A
sample of his descriptive writing exists in a 1935 issue of The
Log where, in lyrical tones, he describes a magical cruise in
the Adriatic that year.
In 1936 he married a beautiful Canadian called Nancy
and rented a cottage in Cap d’Antibes. Shortly after he was
talent-spotted by another friend of his father, Admiral J.H.G.
Godfrey. As war in Europe loomed, the imaginative Godfrey
became Director of Naval Intelligence. In the summer of 1939
he seems to have asked civilian yachtsmen like Cumberlege to
reconnoitre Italian and Greek coastal defences on their trips
around the Mediterranean.

Cumberlege,
by
now a father, remained in
France on the outbreak
of war later that year,
becoming a Royal Navy
liaison officer in the port
of Marseilles. On the
French capitulation he
and his family evacuated
to London. Early in
1941 Godfrey moved
him to HMS President,
the cover given to
naval officers seconded
to undercover work.
Mike at the
Soon after a telegram
Corinth Canal 1938-39
confirmed
that
he
had been appointed to lead para-naval Special Operations
Executive (SOE) operations in the Middle East.
This sounds grander than it was. SOE was in its infancy
in the Eastern Mediterranean and Cumberlege inherited
only two small vessels, a lightly armed trawler and a motor
boat. Undeterred, he set about building up the force which
eventually numbered 14 craft of varying types.
Over the next year Mike was constantly in action in
the Aegean, shooting down several German planes during
the Allied evacuation of Greece, attempting to blow up the
Corinth Canal, landing agents and supplies behind enemy
lines, undertaking sabotage missions and rescuing scores of
Allied troops from Crete. A colleague at the time described
him as “a natural buccaneer of superlative courage,”
distinguished by his single gold earring. For his efforts he
was awarded a DSO, the Greek Medal of Honour and a
reference in the official New Zealand history of the war.
Cumberlege’s bravery and daring-do caught the eye
of his superiors. In mid-1942 para-naval operations in the
Eastern Mediterranean were expanded. Soon after, while
Mike was in London recovering from typhoid, he was
ordered by the Admiralty to attack the Corinth Canal a
second time in order to lengthen supply lines to Axis forces
in North Africa. The rest of 1942 was spent devising a plan,
recruiting a sabotage party, helping to design special mines
and moving two tons of equipment to Haifa.
On January 8th, 1943, Operation Locksmith began in
earnest. A Greek submarine dropped Mike and his fourman party at a cove near Poros on the Peloponnese. During
the next few weeks the uniformed group liaised with local
partisans, lived off the land, survived hair-raising encounters
with occupying German and Italian troops, mined the canal
and returned to their base in the hills above Poros to await
retrieval by the Royal Navy.
At this point Cumberlege’s luck ran out. The mines
failed to go off, the group was betrayed and captured by the
Germans and in June, 1943 Mike ended up in Mauthausen,
an SS extermination camp in Austria. Here, despite his
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prisoner of war status, he was tortured repeatedly
and forced to sign a form stating that he and his
group were saboteurs - an “offence” punishable
by death according
to a Hitler diktat in
1942.
In January 1944,
on the personal
orders of Ernst
K altenbr unner,
(head of the German
security
services;
he was tried by the
Allies at Nuremburg
and was executed),
Mike and his team
were
transferred
to Sachsenhausen
concentration camp
north of Berlin. He
Mike, pictured in 1941-42
remained here in
solitary confinement for the next 15 months until
he was shot by the SS in March or April 1945 as
Soviet forces advanced on the camp.

OUR OVERSEAS REPS
William Shuttleworth (66-70) writes: “In my role as
coordinator of OP Representatives overseas I welcome new
additions. The main change in 2013 was the sad death of Nick
Lampe in Sydney. There are now 22 Reps worldwide, based
everywhere from Australia to Uganda. More details are on the
OP Society website www.oldpangbournian.co.uk.
Being an OP Rep is not intended to be onerous. The idea is
for the individual to be on hand so that any OP arriving in his
or her area has at least one person to contact for help in finding
their way around or for social relaxation. In addition, an OP Rep
may be called on occasionally to act as a focus or organiser for
local OP Reunions. We are always looking for new volunteers.
Should anyone living overseas (who is not on the list below) feel
like becoming a Rep, I would be very pleased to hear from them.
Please could all OP Reps keep me updated with their contact
details at washuttleworth@hotmail.co.uk”
Charles Pettit (Buenos Aires, Argentina)

cpettit@argentinaconsultancy.com

At the time none of this was known in London;
Cumberlege and his party had simply disappeared
off the map. Eventually Naval Intelligence pieced
together the true story of Operation Locksmith
and Mike’s wife and father were informed of his
fate. He was awarded a second DSO “for great
gallantry and determination of the highest order.”

Paddy Evelegh (Perth, Australia)

pevelegh@hotmail.com

Justin Gummer (Adelaide, Australia)

justingummer@adam.com.au

Alex Hunter (Sydney, Australia)

hunter_alex@hotmail.com

Geoff Rae (Brisbane, Australia)

OPSocQld@optusnet.com.au

Back at the College, Issue 76 of The Log at
the end of 1946, without any fanfare, published
an anonymous tribute by “a correspondent who
knew Cumberlege intimately.” It went: “He
knew the risks and what the outcome might be
if he were caught. But he loved Greece and the
Greeks and the months he spent ashore were
wonderful and made anything that might happen
later more than worthwhile. I know of no other
case of such varied qualities combined in one
person. He was truly Elizabethan in character, a
combination of gaiety, solidity and sensitiveness
and poetry with daring and adventurousness, and
great courage.”

Sam Strachan (Melbourne, Australia)

richard.strachan@bigpond.com

Ron Aldridge (Toronto, Canada)

raldridge@bell.net

Roger Walker (Vancouver, Canada)

horatio.hornblower@shaw.ca

Louis Carrel (Limassol, Cyprus)

louiscarrel@btinternet.com

Barney Spender (Paris, France)

barneyspender@yahoo.co.uk

Mike Jones (Puglia, Italy)

jfam101@aol.com

Nick Edwards (Auckland, New Zealand)

jnedwards@xtra.co.nz

Rory Copinger-Symes (Lisbon, Portugal)

rozzacs@me.com

Today the story of Mike Cumberlege lives on
in 80 musty files in the National Archives at Kew.
It might be asserted that he died in vain. But he
was a singular naval officer and an authentic hero
who did his duty and gave his life for his country.
He deserves to be remembered.
Robin Knight has written a 5,200 word article
‘In Search of Mike Cumberlege’ which he hopes will be
published in 2014.
Photos courtesy of the Cumberlege family.
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Mark Martin (North Sydney, Australia) mark.martin@colliers.com

Cliff Bragg (Port Elizabeth, South Africa) brace@netactive.co.za
Shaun Maynard (Johannesburg, South Africa) psl@penmarine.co.za
Cliff Bragg (Port Elizabeth, South Africa)

brace@netactive.co.za

Geoff Popple (Cape Town, South Africa) gemp@iafrica.com
Mark Haynes (Sri Lanka)

Mark.Haynes@international.gc.ca

Michael Keigwin (Uganda)

mkeigwin@hotmail.com

Wayne Heyland (New York, USA)

wheyland@aol.com

Fergus van Niekerk (Boston, USA)

Fergusvanniekerk@gmail.com

Jeff Beech-Garwood (Minnesota, USA) jeffbeechg@gmail.com

PANGBOURNE DYNASTIES
For half its existence Pangbourne was a specialist nautical
college so perhaps it is not surprising that few OPs chose the
NCP for their sons writes Lionel Stephens. However there
are five families who do have three-generations of OPs.
The first starts with John Baynham (25-27), son of
Walter who was a cadet on the Devitt & Moore training
ship Hesperus in 1891. After the NCP John went to sea,
eventually becoming commercial director of Easame. His
nephew, Jeremy Daniel (52-55) was Chief of the College
and joined the Royal Navy. After the RN he worked on the
marine side of the offshore oil and gas industry. Jeremy’s son
Christopher (78-83) showed no interest in a sea career,
instead going into the commercial property sector.
Next is the Harvey family. Marcus (22-24) spent all his
career involved with the sea. His last two jobs were in India
as Captain Superintendent of the training ship Dufferin and
manager of the MN Naval Club in Bombay. His son Simon
(52-55) went to sea before spending a decade in Hong Kong.
He then returned to the UK and set up the Harvey Eastwood
Group. A keen OP, he served on the OP Society committee.
One of his four children, Jonathan (83-88), attended the
College and has become a novelist under the pen name of
Edward Carey.
Then the Shuttleworths, eleven of whom have graced
the College. This prolific line began with Bill (29-33)
who went into the Army. After him came his cousin John
(32-35) who served in the RN before managing the family
estate in Derbyshire, and Richard (34-38) who was killed
in action in 1941. John sent all his six sons to Pangbourne –
Michael (55-58), a Royal Marine, twins Richard and Ian
(57-62) both of whom went into the RN, William (6670), an Army officer, Ashton (60-65) who was killed in a
car crash in 1969, and James (77-81) who is a train operator.
Richard flew helicopters in Oman and over London
in the flying ambulance service. With Ian and William he
has been an active OP and was elected a Life Vice President
of the OP Society in 2012. Both of his sons attended the

Lots of Shuttleworths, Founders’ Day 2013
College - Charles (92-97), a solicitor, and George (9200) who works in the catering business. In addition, his
mother’s half-brother Ian Scott Bell (49-53) was at the
College before serving in the Marines, as was his son Ian
(84-86) who joined the 13th/18th Royal Hussars - a favourite
destination for many OPs.
Tony Pigou (26-29) spent most of his career in the
Middle and Far East. His son Michael (55-59) also worked
mostly abroad in Zambia, Nigeria and Kuwait. One of Tony’s
grandchildren, Marcus Hodge (79-84) based in Palma as
an artist for some years before returning to England to work
in Oxford. The 1999 issue of the OP Magazine carried the
only photograph of a three-generation family when the trio
visited the College in 1998.
Lastly, the Cunninghams. Grandfather Michael (4650) spent most of his working life in Hong Kong where he
became an Executive Officer of the Hong Kong Court. His
two sons, Stephen (79-84) and David (80-85) both work
in IT. Stephen sent his son Joshua to the Junior School in
2009; he will become an OP in 2016.

FOUNDERS’ DAY - SATURDAY 5th JULY 2014
Founders’ Day is always a special event at the College and this year it is hoped that as many former
SPACE FOR ADVERT
pupils as possible from the 1930s, 1940s, 1950s and the 1980s will be able to join the celebrations.

(GOVERNOR)

Big Side has been designated as a specific area at which OPs can
congregate and enjoy the pleasure of meeting old friends. Key timings for the day are as follows:
Full College Parade			
10.00 (Parade Ground)
Twenty20 Cricket - OPs v College 13.15 (Big Side) 		
Beat Retreat				16.30 (Parade Ground)

Followed by coffee at Big Side
Tea served 14.30 onwards

Tea will be provided during the afternoon, but OPs should bring their own picnic lunch. The campus is a ‘car
free’ zone on Founders’ Day. Parking for all OPs will be available on Bowden – a short walk from Big Side.
Further information can be obtained via email at OP@pangcoll.co.uk
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‘CITY OF ADELAIDE’ COMPLETES HER JOURNEY
The
last
Devitt
& Moore vessel in
existence, and the oldest
surviving clipper ship
in the world, the City
of Adelaide, has moved
from the U.K. to South
Australia to become a
tourist attraction.
On October 18th
2013 the Duke of
Edinburgh officially renamed the ship City of
Adelaide at a ceremony
beside the Cutty Sark in
Greenwich in southeast
London. Members of
the Devitt family were
present.
The grade A-listed
ship, which is five years
older than Cutty Sark,
had lain on a slipway in
Irvine, Ayrshire, since
1992 where she was
known as HMS Carrick.
Between
1864
and
1887, flying the D&M
house flag, she made
23 passenger voyages to
South Australia.
In 2010 a consortium
from Adelaide beat a
group of Sunderland
enthusiasts (where the
ship was built in 1864) in
a competition to secure
the hulk of the vessel.
In September, 2013,
the Australian charity,
Clipper Ship City of
Adelaide Ltd (CSCOAL),
formally took control of
the ship.

This must have been
rejected as, two weeks
later, the epic journey
to
Australia
began.
This became virtually
a tribute to City of
Adelaide’s service in the
North Atlantic Timber
Trade and the South
Australian Service.
City of Adelaide in Port Augusta in the 1880s
(image copyright State Library of South Australia)

City of Adelaide leaving Scotland on the start of its relocation
(copyright BBC News/Huw Williams)

First, the clipper, in
a steel cage, was placed
on a barge and towed
from
Greenwich
to
Rotterdam. There it was
loaded on to a heavy-lift
ship, the MV Palanpur,
departing across the
North Atlantic on 26th
November for Norfolk,
Virginia. Here Palanpur
collected a cargo of
six locomotives before
heading south, passing
the coast of Brazil, and
rejoining the old clipper
route from the UK
to Australia. Early in
January Palanpur refueled
in Cape Town; City of
Adelaide’s last visit there
was in 1890.
On Monday evening
February 3rd the City
of Adelaide’s welcoming
ceremony in Adelaide
(in the form of a harbour
by-pass cruise) went very
well in perfect weather.
It was attended by some
250 guests, including all
Committee members,
the South Australia State
Governor, the Lord
Mayor of Adelaide and a
federal senator.

The Sunderland City
of Adelaide Recovery
“I didn’t meet H.E.,”
Fund (Scarf) had wanted
Richard Strachan (58the vessel to be returned
62) who represented the
City of Adelaide finally arriving in Adelaide on 3rd February 2014
to its home port as the
Pangbourne community
centre piece of a maritime
reported “but I was
heritage centre. Campaigners staged a demonstration at the
greeted by the others as ‘something’ of a VIP – or should
London ceremony. Subsequently Scarf said an application
I more aptly say ‘curiosity’. The Pangbourne tie attracted
had been made to the Arts Council to stop the ship being
much interest as many recognised the D&M house flag and
exported.
wanted to know more.”
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Most importantly, a message
from Sir James and Richard Devitt in
England was read out and greeted with
enthusiastic applause.
It stated: “It is wonderful to hear
that the City of Adelaide is about to
return to the port which was her regular
destination for 23 years under Devitt &
Moore colours. As the first ship built
for the company, it is amazing that she
is the last to survive. Many of the family
went to and witnessed HRH The
Duke of Edinburgh rename her and we
admire the courage of the Committee
in organizing this mammoth task. May
it come to a successful completion and
may she be a fine attraction in your
lovely city.” Strachan adds “I think
that the Pangbourne representation
was appreciated if only because the
connection with the College had
escaped local notice and is now
acknowledged.”
Day to day progress in the £10
million refit, which is likely to take
several years, can be checked on the
website www.cityofadelaide.org.au The
rudder of City of Adelaide, which
became detached from the main vessel
several years ago, is already on display
in Adelaide.
City of Adelaide was owned by Devitt
& Moore from 1864-87 and traded on
the London-Adelaide run, carrying
thousands of emigrants to the colony of
South Australia in the process. Today
it is estimated that up to a quarter of
a million residents of the state can
trace their ancestry back to forebears
who took these D&M passages from
England.
After 1887 the vessel was laid up
for a couple of years before being sold
to a Belfast company, cut down to a
barque and used as a timber ‘drogher’
on the North Atlantic run. In 1893
City of Adelaide became a hospital ship.
In 1924 she was converted to an RNR
training ship at Irvine, and renamed
HMS Carrick.
In 1991 Carrick sank at the Princes
Dock, Glasgow, and lay on the bottom
of the River Clyde for a year. She was
then raised and taken to Irvine. For
years, she lay rotting on a slipway at
the Scottish Maritime Museum. The
cost of re-fitting her is put at more than
£10m.

BOOK REVIEWS
Another banner year for books by OPs with ten received by early December,
writes Robin Knight (56-61). This must be some sort of record. All the
newcomers are now to be found in the OP section of the College Library and, it
is to be hoped, read from time to time by today’s generation of Pangbournians.
The subject matter of this year’s selection is so diverse as to defy classification,
ranging as it does from an examination of the Lord’s Prayer to an exposition on
successful investing, several memoirs, a book of vignettes, a collection of letters
to the press and a novel based in West Africa. Some of the writing is inspired,
some is unusual, some is disjointed - but it is all readable.
Taking the most serious offering first.
Michael Smith (60-65), an associate of the
Swiss-based Initiatives of Change organization
(known as Moral Rearmament until 2001), has
written a challenging evaluation of the Lord’s
Prayer in The Fullness of Life (ISBN
978-1-8523-9045-7). This draws heavily on his
beliefs as a “solid nonconformist Christian of the
United Reform Church” variety in the words of
a friend.
Scrutinising the litany line by line and
adopting a discursive style, Michael sets up straw
men and knocks them down one by one as he
seeks to demonstrate the prayer’s enduring theme
– how to love God and our neighbour – and the
overriding importance of faith and belief in the modern, secular world. It is not
an easy book to read, particularly for an agnostic, but it is heartfelt and probing
and worth the effort.
In total contrast, two self-published books by the redoubtable Ian Lindsay
(45-49), long resident in Queensland, provide contrasting insights into his
distinct psyche. Ian has a view on everything and the desire to share it with
others. Hence Havin’ One’s Say, his collection of 196 Letters to The
Editor published by newspapers in Australia over
a 34 year period. The topics range far and wide
and it would be a fair observation to suggest that
Ian is unafraid to lead with his chin and takes no
hostages – maybe a necessary pre-condition for
engaging in any public discourse in Oz.
In Up De Rum Shop, however, Ian
reveals a subtler side to his character with a series
of short stories, culled from memories of his
sub-teen years, about everyday life in the West
Indies in the 1930s and 1940s, complete with
local patois and local colour. Only 94 pages, this
is an entertaining little offering which leaves the
reader wanting more.
Two memoirs, Memories of R589281
by Peter Tambling (50-53) and Advertising Rocks (ISBN 9780-9569-1884-8) by Simon Pounds (69-73) bring into sharp focus the major
change in Pangbourne’s identity that took place in the sixteen years that elapsed
between Peter leaving and Simon arriving at the College.
Peter’s memoir is a very thorough account of his enduring love affair with
the sea. In his time he has been or done just about everything possible related
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to a nautical life – from
dinghy sailor to NCP cadet,
Merchant Navy apprentice
and chief officer, RNR officer,
marine superintendent, ship
surveyor, master mariner,
port
manager,
harbour
master, steamship captain,
ship modeller, volunteer
coast watcher and much
more besides. The book
outlines in notebook format
all these activities, contains
hundreds of photos and is
self-published. It could have
done with an editor, but is
revealing in its description of a way of life that is almost lost
in contemporary Britain.
By comparison Simon
Pounds racy and vividlywritten account of his two
decade-long immersion in
the world of Hong Kong
advertising feels all too
contemporary and certainly
might be replicated today
by a young OP as ambitious
and determined as Simon
was 30 years ago. A born
raconteur, he digs up
one colourful story after
another as he demonstrates
how to create and build an
advertising agency in one of
the world’s most competitive
entrepreneurial environments. The one link with Tambling’s
life is that both passed ‘O’ level in Seamanship at Pangbourne.
Simon used it to get a foothold as a crew member on 35
footers owned by rich potential clients!
Another OP who lived on his wits was Dickie Tryon
(54-57). He died in France in 2013 but in the previous six
years self-published four books of vignettes of his life. Two
reached the College in 2012/13. I Drift With The
Tides of Chance
(ISBN 978-0-5954-7592-6) and
Lake Limbo (ISBN 9781-4401-3670-2). Both reflect
his unpredictable, hand-tomouth existence and are by
turns entertaining, irreverent,
wide-ranging,
disaffected
and most unusually organised
and composed.
There is little order to
the stories but they all have a
resonance and individuality
and consistency that echo
Tryon’s complex, restless
character.
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Equally imaginative is A
Shard of Glass by
Robert Ogden (60-64), the
first effort by an OP to be selfpublished through Amazon/
Kindle Books. The book is
a novel with a “very plausible
plot”, set in West Africa
and brims “with emotional
and sexual encounters and
violent conflicts” to quote
the preview. Described by
a reviewer on Amazon as an
“Echo of Wilbur Smith,” it
is portrayed as “a visual story
utilizing all the senses.”
That cannot be said of a reference book on investing
produced by T.C. Tilden-Smith (43-46), The Hill
of Affluence (ISBN
978-1-4918-0064-5). Directed
at 25 year olds, it is intended
to help a reader make
financial plans for the future.
One half is a straightforward
explanation of such things as
politics, economics, property
and capitalism. The second
half focuses on the nitty gritty
of investing and is fleshed out
with the so-called ‘Tilden
Theory’” showing how it
is still possible to enjoy a
contented retirement in the
Channel Islands and Florida
(as Tim does today).
Finally John Lang (55-58) in Titanic, published
by Seafarer Books (ISBN 978-1-4422-1890-1), has used his
extensive seagoing experience to take a fresh look at the
circumstances surrounding the sinking of the Titanic on
her maiden voyage in 1912. John is well qualified to do this
having been the UK’s Chief Inspector of Marine Accidents
for five years 1997-2002 after a distinguished naval career
of 33 years in the Merchant and Royal Navy which saw
him reach the rank of Rear
Admiral.
So much has been
written and produced about
the Titanic since 1912 that
charting a new course is not
easy. John accomplishes this
admirably by examining
the evidence with forensic
fairness.
Reading
the
book, one feels able to
trust his sober, understated
judgements. The prose is
clear, the safety procedures
and accident investigation
methods then and now are

examined objectively, the evidence is
sifted methodically and many seafaring
practises explained lucidly. At the end
John concludes with a slight hint of
exasperation: “Even after a hundred
years we still find ourselves seeking
better stability rules, better evacuation
procedures and better direction of crew
and passengers. And making sure ships
don’t head directly towards known
danger.”

Pangbourne features in most of these
books in one way or another. John Lang
recalls his education at the NCP. Dickie
Tryon reveals his dislike of the College
but then describes an encounter with
Peter Points years later during which the
Headmaster finessed Tryon’s bitterness
or, as he puts it, “slain the monster.”
Simon Pounds depicts himself as a
failure at the College due to idleness
but thanks the redoubtable Art teacher

Diana Seidl for unearthing his creative
side. Peter Tambling notes how glad he
was that he resisted the blandishments
of the Captain Superintendent (Hugh
Skinner) of his day to join the Royal
Navy. So far as I could discover
Ian Lindsay has failed to write to a
newspaper about his schooldays. But I
could be wrong – his remarkable book
is, he writes, merely a ‘selection’ of his
missives!

* Full-length reviews of these books can be read on the OP website at www.oldpangbournian.co.uk

OBITUARIES
Morrison, Garth (56-61)
Sir Garth Morrison
KT, CBE, DL died
from cancer at his
home in East Lothian,
in May 2013. He was
70. One of his teachers
described him as “the
most talented all-round
cadet” ever to attend the
Nautical College. At
Pangbourne he was Chief
of the College, won the
Queen’s Gold Medal in
1961, captained the rugby
and hockey teams, won
schoolboy international
honours for Scotland at
Sir Garth Morrison
rugby, rowed in the 1st
V111 and played golf to a single figure handicap. After the
NCP he entered the Royal Navy and BRNC Dartmouth
where he won the prestigious Queen’s Telescope award
in 1963. He then went up to Cambridge University and
graduated in 1966, winning a Blue for golf for three years.
Returning to the RN, he served as an engineering officer,
mostly in nuclear submarines, until he retired from the
service in 1973.
Thereafter Garth split his time between running his
family’s grain farm in East Lothian and undertaking a wide
range of voluntary activities – in particular, working in the
Scout movement. Over the following 23 years he held just
about every position in the Scout Association, culminating by
becoming Chief Scout for the UK and Overseas Territories
in 1988. Today the Scout moment credits Garth with many
of the changes that have underpinned its recent revival.
In parallel with scouting, Garth was much involved in the
community. His role in the National Health Service included
a stint as chairman of the East & Midlothian Primary Care
Trust 1999-2004. Wearing his farmer’s hat, he was president
of the Royal Highland & Agricultural Society of Scotland. In

recent years, with his wife Gill, he created Muirfield Riding
Therapy for the Disabled on his land. From 2001 to his death
he was Lord Lieutenant for East Lothian.
In 1994 Garth received a CBE for his work in the voluntary
sector. Thirteen years later he was awarded Scotland’s highest
honour when he was created a Knight of the Most Ancient
and Most Noble Order of the Thistle. Garth was also a loyal
OP who remained interested in the College throughout his
life. In 2005 he was Guest of Honour on Founders’ Day and
opened Dunbar, the new purpose-built Junior School.

Simpson, Andrew (90-95)
Andrew Simpson,
the British Olympic and
world
championship
sailor, drowned in San
Francisco Bay in May
2013, while training
for the 34th America’s
Cup races. He was 36.
Widely known as Bart,
he began sailing at the
age of six. In the course
of a glittering professional
sailing career that lasted
17 years, he reached the
top in the Laser, Finn and
Star classes, won gold and
Andrew ‘Bart’ Simpson
silver medals at successive
Olympic Games, became
a world champion and twice campaigned in America Cup
challenger boats.
In the 1990s Simpson was the third of the three young
musketeers of British yachting – Ben Ainslie and Iain Percy
being the other two. For a decade it looked as if he was
destined to be the nearly man. Then in 2007 he decided to
team up and crew for Percy in the Star class. That year the new
pairing won a bronze medal in the World Championships.
Subsequently the duo went on to win gold at the Beijing
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Olympics in 2008 (after which he and Percy were named
Yachtsmen of the Year), the Star class world championships
in 2010 and silver at Weymouth in the 2012 Olympics when
a sudden shift of wind robbed them of gold after they had led
for all but the final 100 yards of the last race.
A fine role model, lacking any hint of ego and always
with a smile on his face and time for others, Simpson’s death
devastated the sailing community. At Pangbourne, according
to Crispin Read Wilson, “Andrew was a popular and highly
respected member of the College and an integral part of the
sailing team for five years. An intensely competitive but fairminded sailor, he was clearly destined for greatness. But he
never let success go to his head nor lost the common touch.
After his success at Beijing he returned to the College for
a day and described the nerve-jangling medal race to the
whole school.” Following Pangbourne Andrew went to
University College, London University, where he took a
degree in Economics. In 2009, the year he was appointed
MBE, the OP Society presented him with a painting by
the seascape artist Rowena Wright showing his victory in
Beijing. In 2012 he was Guest of Honour at the OP Dinner.

Wood, Harry. S. (29-31)
H.S. Wood died in
March 2013, aged 99. He
remained active to the
end of his life and was well
enough in December,
2012, to celebrate his
100th Christmas. He was
awarded the CB in 1967
following his retirement
after a 30-year career
in the Army. Born in
1913, Wood arrived at
the Nautical College in
1929 intending to go
into the Merchant Navy.
He was in Macquarie
division for six terms,
Harry Wood (29-31)
winning his colours for
boxing and half colours for hockey and cricket. However, a
downturn in the merchant marine in the early 1930s caused
him to change direction and on leaving the NCP he trained
and qualified as a chartered surveyor. In 1937 Wood joined
the Territorial Army as a coast defence gunner stationed in
Sussex. Three years later he became involved with coastal
defence radar and this took up much of his war years and
included an inspection tour of US coastal defences. After the
war he stayed in the Army and had a series of Technical Staff
appointments eventually rising to become a Major General
and President of the Ordnance Board.

Michael Atkins (1926-2013)
(former Housemaster of Hesperus, Honorary OP)
Michael Atkins died in March, 2013, aged 87. After
the death of his wife Jill two months earlier, his health
deteriorated rapidly but he remained upbeat and independent
to the end. He joined the academic staff at the Nautical
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Michael Atkins, former Housemaster of Hesperus,
with The Queen in 1967
College in 1957 as master in charge of mathematics and held
this post successfully until his retirement from teaching in
1986. In 1960 he took over Hesperus and was housemaster
for 12 years. With Lionel Stephens he was responsible for
the Skills & Projects initiative in 1967 which revived cadets’
interest in hobbies, music and art. On the sports field he
coached hockey and tennis and for a few years in the early
1980s took charge of sailing after it moved to Theale.
Always a passionate, imaginative and lively supporter of
the College ethos, he clashed frequently with Captain Lewis
(the last Captain Superintendent of the NCP) but later
established an excellent relationship with Peter Points, the first
civilian headmaster of the school. In 1967 he was the guiding
light behind far-reaching reform proposals put forward by
a group of teachers in order to ensure Pangbourne’s future.
Most of the proposals were adopted eventually.
Following Mike’s resignation as housemaster of Hesperus
in 1972, the Atkins family moved to Whitchurch. In 1986
he became the first Manager of the recently opened Sports
Hall in the Drake Centre. Within a year this new project
was showing a profit. Mike finally ceased to be employed
by the College in 1988 and moved to Suffolk, returning to
Pangbourne from time to time.

Bettina Vetter (1970-2013)
(former Housemistress of St. George, Honorary OP)
Bettina Vetter was the
definitive
Housemistress
of St. George, presiding
over girls’ boarding in its
formative, critical decade.
Her personal qualities
and leadership helped to
shape the co-educational
revolution and to ensure
its success. Throughout
this period Bettina was an
inspirational and colourful
role model, an indefatigable
promoter of opportunities
for girls and a formidable
force for the general good.

Bettina Vetter

Adopted into a loving family herself, Bettina fell naturally
into the role of benevolent matriarch. She lived her role 24/7
and was wedded to her vocation. Her personal standards were
exacting. She could be brisk with those who lapsed; Bettina
wanted them to be true Pangbournians - strong, proud and
individual, just like her. Her warmth and affection balanced
her sternness and her utter integrity. As they matured, girls
came to see her impeccable standards for what they were, a
secure framework in which to grow and learn. Many became
her lifelong friends.
As a friend and colleague, Bettina was an expansive and
engaging figure. Her elegant designer outfits always caught
the eye on the big occasions when she appeared like visiting
royalty. Her bold hat and vertiginous shoe collections were
legendary. As an accomplished teacher and linguist, Bettina
was sophisticated and cosmopolitan. She spoke English,

LIVES REMEMBERED

French and German. A love of culture infused her lessons
and she used her charismatic presence to make the classroom
fun. Above all, she got to know the students and it was her
genuine interest in them as individuals which shone through.
She sang in the Choir, helped to establish judo and polo at
the College and for several years ran swimming. She also
became an officer in the CCF.
Bettina faced the sudden and cruel onset of lung cancer
in 2012 with characteristic courage. Typically, she decreed
that her funeral was to be a colourful affair, and she wanted
it held at the College, which had become home to her. It
proved a poignant celebration of a remarkable life. Some
weeks later, the St. George girls ran in the ‘Race for Life’
and raised well over £2000 for Cancer Research UK and a
further £1000 plus was raised for Sue Ryder by an auction of
her hats, shoes and handbags.

These OPs died in 2012-13. Full length obituaries are on the OP website at
www.oldpangbournian.co.uk>news>obituaries

Byrd, Michael J. (43-46) sailed with the
New Zealand Shipping Company for
seven years. He then worked for ShellMex & BP before meeting his third wife,
joining her florist business and settling
down in Beckenham.
Currie, Ian D. (52-55) graduated as a
mechanical engineer and moved into
computers, eventually emigrating to
Australia, settling in the Melbourne area
and carving out a career in computer
construction and programming.
Duthie, John (39-42) joined Port Line but
soon left the sea to take up farming, working most of his life
as a farm manager.
Gore-Lampton, W.G.A. (38-41) later Earl Temple of
Stowe. He was an antique dealer for 30 years and lived at
Easton, near Winchester. He became the 8th Earl in 1972.
Hoblyn, P.C.W (40-44) sailed with the Clan Line and
became a Master Mariner. In 1955 he joined the family stock
broking firm and remained active in the City in various
capacities until his retirement in 1997.
Isard, David (Cdr. RN) was Bursar 1972-80. An
approachable man, he was given a difficult hand to play at
a time of high inflation and financial stringency. Despite
this he took a full and popular part in College life, instituted
the Drake Fair, acted as commentator at sports events and
organised a drive to restore the bluebells and clear the woods
of dead trees.
Lampe, Nick (60-64) served in P&O
before joining Overseas Containers Ltd
and moving to Sydney, Australia, where
he worked in management. He was the
conscientious OP Rep. in NSW for a
number of years.

Lipscomb, Harold C. (46-49) served in the RN for 20 years,
mostly in the Fleet Air Arm where he specialised in air traffic
control. Subsequently he worked in public relations, ending
up with British Gas Scotland.
Neale, P.P.P. (38-42) was a Commander in the Royal
Navy. He died in January 2013 and was cremated in
Cambridge.
Stone-Pearn, Rodney (51-54) did seven
years at sea with the BP Tanker Co. and
other shipping lines before moving into
teaching and specialising in nautical
studies. Later he became a marine surveyor
for 20 years with Murray Fenton.
Starkey, M.L. (45-49) worked for The
Borneo Company in Borneo and Sarawak.
Qualifying as an accountant, he moved
to Sydney, Australia, and spent 17 years
as Financial Controller of the Students
Union at Macquarie University.
Thomas, Graham (43-45) had an eclectic working life with
spells in teaching, marketing and accountancy. Happiest in
the countryside, in retirement he reared sheep at a cottage
on the South Downs. A keen golfer, he was Secretary of the
OPGS 1982-88.
Tryon, R.T.D. (54-57) worked at all kinds of jobs, several
involving photography, across the world before settling in
Devon and renovating and selling houses. Later he moved to
France where he taught English and wrote four books.
Vivian, V.R.B. (54-57) joined the MN after the NCP and
then worked in marketing in Qatar and Nigeria for Lancing
Bagnall and Lancer Boss. He moved to France in the 1990s
where he looked after houses for expatriates and bought and
sold property.
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THE OP SOCIETY IN 2013
The 80th Annual
General Meeting of
the OP Society was
held on Wednesday 6th
November, 2013, at the
Naval Club in Mayfair,
London W1.

Richard (Sam) Strachan
deserved much praise
for the way he organised
the weekend which was
well attended.

He announced that
there is to be an OP
Chairman
Mark
Dinner in London in
Dumas in his report said
2014. We will return
that one of his priorities
to the College for an
during the year had been
OP Dinner in 2015,
to secure a new person
and also again in 2017,
to take-over from him
the centenary year.
at the end of his second
Meantime OP Roger
term.
He was very
Lane-Knott, Chairman
pleased that Merrick
of the Governors, has
Some of those attending the AGM (l to r): Anthony Clifford,
Rayner had agreed to be
provided a list of initial
proposed as Chairman. Paul Lawrence, Merrick Rayner, Headmaster, Natalie Miles, Mark Dumas ideas for the College’s
Time had been spent
centenary in 2017. The
briefing Merrick on the important work
The Society continues to be Chairman hopes that all OPs worldwide
that the OP Society undertakes. He involved, he said, in the annual Careers will be involved and asks them to send
was sure that the new Chairman would Fair held at the College in March. In in their ideas for consideration.
move the Society forward and offered 2013 David Nicholson (HR), James
his support during the transition.
Noting that the Society is dependent
Allsop (legal), Adam Lewis (MN/
careers at sea), Mike Nicholson (ex- on the support of the College, he praised
He also noted that the Society had Services), Rob McAllister (consultancy Thomas Garnier as a superb Headmaster
still not found a successor to Robin work) and David Tomlinson (vineyards/ who ensured that all OPs who wanted
Knight as Editor of the Pangbournian wine-making) represented OPs. It was, to be connected with the College
Magazine and a new approach would according to David, “a most enjoyable were welcomed. Lindsey Hughes, the
need to be considered. Ideas to resolve event, well organised and well attended College’s Marketing Director whose
this matter would be discussed in the by external organisations.” Any OP brief includes OP affairs, has won the
OP Committee meeting following the who would like to take part in 2014 hearts of OPs and is, he said, a great
AGM. Once again he gave his thanks to should contact David Nicholson at ambassador for Pangbourne.
all the work that Robin does on behalf David.Nicholson@pgs.com
of the Society, and especially in his
As this was his last report the
role as Editor of the very well received
The Chairman revealed that he had Chairman thanked the Committee
annual magazine.
recently spent time with OP Natalie members, past and present, for all their
Miles who intends to row across the support, and in particular Pip Smitham,
The saddest news of the year was Pacific in 2014 with three other ladies Anthony Clifford, Charlie Parry and
the untimely death of Andrew Simpson to raise funds for breast cancer research. Steve Davis. He also thanked the two
in a training accident for the America’s He hoped that the College and OPs will Presidents he had worked with, Robin
Cup yacht race in San Francisco in May support this epic challenge. Natalie may Knight and Nigel Hollebone.
2013. A sailing foundation has been set- be reached at Natalie@coxlesscrew.com
up in his memory to encourage young
The Honorary Treasurer then
people into sailing, and details can be
On the social side, Founders’ Day presented the accounts which showed
found at www.andrewsimpsonsailing.org
2013 had been a great success, he said, the Society has a balance of just over
with OPs from the 1970s welcomed £45,000 at the bank. The accounts
Plans by the College to include back. Sinclair Rogers and Stephen were adopted. Next the Secretary to
OPs in careers lunches with pupils at Taylor should be congratulated on their the Committee raised the subject of
the College were, he said, an exciting two curry lunches themed to the City committee meetings and other dates
development. Martin Hart, head of and Livery companies. The Melbourne in 2013. He reiterated that Minutes
the Careers Office, is responsible for OP reunion in early October had also recording events would be posted on
this initiative. This would be go into been a great success. Thomas Garnier the OP website in due course.
operation in tandem with parents. The attended together with our President
idea is to expose pupils to different Nigel Hollebone and the Society was
The
Headmaster
briefly
career paths through a few informal pleased to have been able to pay for summarised his report (a full version
lunches over the year.
the Headmaster’s flight and local costs. is on the OP website). The abiding
36

event of 2013 at the College had been
the sad passing of Bettina Vetter, House
Mistress of St. George. However it
had a galvanising effect on bringing
everyone closer together. The College,
he said, was in good health and had a
very successful set of exam results in
the summer with the large majority
of students being accepted by their
first choice university. The number
of pupils was 377, slightly down on
previous years, but the 3rd form is full. A
new development plan for the College
had been agreed prior to the beginning
of the new School year based on the
vision of Pangbourne becoming the
best small, coeducational school in the
UK.
Merrick Rayner was then
unanimously elected the new Chairman
and Pip Smitham and Anthony Clifford
were re-elected in their Officer positions.
Existing Committee members were
re-elected and John Fisher was elected
to the Committee. Robin Knight was
elected as an Honorary Vice-President.
Under the six year rule, Mark Dumas
and Steve Davis stepped down from the
Committee.

OP COMMITTEE 2013/14
Chairman:
Merrick Rayner (68-73)
Hon. Sec:
Anthony Clifford (75-82)

OP MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

OP SILK TIE
Modernised design

Our Price: £30.00

OP SOCKS
Long cotton socks.
Claret and white strip.

Our Price: £6.50
(Or from Presents for Men £9.99)

OP SILVER
CUFFLINKS
Available in blue and red
with College crest engraved

Our Price: £35.00

Hon. Treasurer:
Pip Smitham (64-69)
Members:
John Fisher (68-71)
William Donaldson (91-96)
Lucy Hamblin-Rooke (01-08)
Niall Kilgour (63-68)
Paul Lawrence (04-08)
Michael Nicholson (57-61)
Charles Parry (81-85)
Fergus van Niekerk (93-01)*
*co-opted to the Committee 2014

President:
Nigel Hollebone (59-63)
Vice Presidents :
Richard Shuttleworth (57-62)
Ian Williams (61-63)
who are ex-officio members of the Committee.

Honorary Vice Presidents :
Lionel Stephens
Robin Knight (56-61)

LADIES PIN
Our Price: £15.00

Prices include postage.
Cheques should be made payable to
Pangbourne College Enterprises Ltd
Orders should be mailed to:
The Shop Manager,
Pangbourne College, Pangbourne, Reading RG8 8LA.
Tel: 0118-976-7476; Fax: 0118-984-5443;
Email: Karen.Townsend@pangcoll.co.uk
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CAMPUS LIFE
Ewen Southby-Tailyour (55-59) was the Guest of Honour
at the 2013 Scholars’ Dinner. According to a report in Ensign,
the Falklands veteran and author “spoke in a charmingly selfdeprecating way about his credentials for being a scholar but shared
his wisdom and experience as an author.” Among those listening
to Ewen’s words of wisdom were soon-to-be OPs Helen Brown
(07-13) and Sam Matthewman (08-13), both in the photo
opposite.
Helen Brown was one of two Pangbournians to win places
at Oxford University in 2013. She is reading Biochemistry while
Candy Xiao (08-13) won a place to read Engineering.
They proved to be among an outstanding group at ‘A’ level.
At GCSE level all previous records were “smashed,” in the
Headmaster’s words, with an overall pass rate of 91.5% (the
previous best was 90.4% in 2007).

Helen Brown and Candy Xiao achieved places at Oxford

Notable College sporting achievements in 2013 were led by
rowing. Georgia Francis, represented the GB Under-20 team in
the Youth Olympics in Australia in January and won all her races.
Ben Maxwell represented GB in a coxless pair at the Junior World
Championships in Lithuania. Nicolo Forcellini, a single sculler,
was selected for Italy’s Under-23 rowing squad. And Laura &
Shannon Webb won gold in the Junior Women’s Coxless Pair
event at the National Rowing Championships and were selected
to represent England.
Eight proud Pangbourne pupils received an invitation from
Downing Street to attend the funeral of Lady Thatcher at St.
Paul’s Cathedral – recognition of the lasting interest the former
Prime Minister displayed in the Falklands Islands Memorial
Chapel project. Also present was Liz Hudson, representing
former Headmaster Anthony Hudson who was recovering from
an illness.
More than £6,000 was raised during the year by pupils for
charitable and community-related causes. The charities that
benefited included Macmillan Cancer Research, Race for Life,
Red White & Blue Day, the British Heart Foundation and
Missing People.

The College flag at half mast, following the deaths of
Andrew Simpson and Bettina Vetter in May 2013

Harbinger won the 100% race around the perimeter of the
College’s 230 acre estate in 2013. Apparently the Headmaster,
staff and some parents took part as well as pupils. It wasn’t like
this in our day!
Two OP who were at the NCP together, former Governor
and current OP Society President Nigel Hollebone (59-63),
on the left below, and the present Chairman of the Board of
Governors and former OP Society Chairman Roger Lane-Nott
(58-63), joined the Headmaster to lay wreaths in the Falklands
Islands Memorial Chapel on Remembrance Sunday 2013.
The saddest day of the year at the College was May 9th, 2013,
following the successive deaths of Andrew Simpson and Bettina
Vetter. The College flag on the parade ground flew at half mast as
a mark of respect.
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Wreath laying at the Falklands Islands Memorial
Chapel on Remembrance Sunday

Helen Brown and Sam Matthewman, with the Headmaster and
Ewen Southby-Tailyour (55-59) at the Scholars’ Dinner

Georgia Francis, who represented the
GB Under 20 team in the Youth Olympics in Australia

Eight students were invited to attend the funeral service of Lady Thatcher at St. Paul’s Cathedral

Harbinger were victorious in the 100% Cross
Country race, a challenge undertaken by staff, pupils,
parents and the Headmaster - mostly in fancy dress!
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THE NAVAL CLUB
We hope that Old Pangbournians
will give serious consideration to joining
the Naval Club, full details of which are
shown in the advertisement opposite.
The OP Society enjoys a very good
relationship with the Club whose current
Chairman, Captain Evans is an Old
Pangbournian and is where we hold all
our meetings and Committee dinners.
The Club has a unique location in the
centre of Mayfair with excellent facilities.
If you need a London base during the
week we strongly recommend this Club
which provides everything you need at an
extremely reasonable cost.
If you would like further information
please contact the Chief Executive, Phillip
Ingham by email on cdr@navalclub.co.uk or
on 0207 5295600.
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