THE PANGBOURNIAN
The magazine of the OP Society
SOME WORDS FROM
THE CHAIRMAN
It is hard to believe that 12 months
have gone by as your Chairman.
Much time and effort in the past year
has been expended in improving our email
database. Today it has 1,560 addresses out
of some 3,851 OPs on the entire database,
(of whom 512 are listed as ‘lost’) which is
just not good enough. We have had some
positive results from trawling social media
sites and circulating emails to alumni and,
with support from the Headmaster, intend
to increase this circulation in 2015 with a
regular emailed newsletter to you.
Caroline Kemp, who works on our
behalf at the College, has now been
tasked to make it a priority to update
our database so that we can reach out
to more OPs digitally and collate much
more information about you all. But as an
integral tool of the Society, this database
needs to be constantly improved. The
excellent response from OPs to a recent
email shot regarding crew needed for the
Arrow Trophy sailing event shows that it
does work.
To help us, the College is currently
looking for a Director of External Relations
who will have the OPs as part of his or
her responsibility. This decision follows
a study for the College by an outside
consultant with the catchy title of “An
Appraisal of the Structure of External
Communications.” Although this is a
private document commissioned by the
College, it covered us in its brief. We await
further developments.
Until recent times alumni associations
focused largely on nostalgia and reunions
but they have been changing dramatically.
Many now provide career advice and a
network for life that adds value from the
moment you leave school, and we hope to
follow suit.
Related to this, during 2014 we
upgraded the OP website thanks to the
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NOT BEING HELD BACK
On 10th March 2008 Rick Powell (90-95)
was blown up while serving with the
Territorial Army in Iraq. An armoured
vehicle in which he was travelling drove
over a pressure-plate mine. One of his
legs was smashed and the other was
badly damaged. He was flown out to an
American Forces hospital in Germany
before returning to the UK and three
long years of recuperation at various
hospitals in the Midlands. Then he spent
two years at Worcester University on a
Paramedics Course. He now works for
West Midlands Ambulance Service and
has done demanding stints as a
medic with the offshore oil and gas
industry and on a wind farm installation.
Rick got involved with wheelchair
basketball at Worcester University,
starting their team and being a member
of a side which became national
champions in 2013. Selected for a Great
Britain training camp, he was chosen for
the GB squad to take part in the Invictus
Games. This turned out to be, he recalls,
“a fantastic and terrific experience. We
are all still buzzing about winning Gold
against a very strong American team.” He
adds: “It was just nice to give something
back to the public for all the support they
have given the armed forces.”
The wheelchair basketball team is now
seeking new worlds to conquer including
bobsleigh and skeleton at the Winter
Olympics. “We’ve realised that being
without limbs shouldn’t hold you back.
Time is precious and one cannot sit and
be idle. Life is for living,” he says.
invaluable work of Fergus Van Niekerk
(93-00), our IT guru. He has spent a great
deal of time (while changing jobs himself)
co-operating with others to transform our
digital capabilities. This is still work-inprogress so I hope you will all be patient
while we iron out the inevitable glitches.
OP Sport in 2013-14 proved to be
rather disappointing apart from sailing
and the continued vitality of OP golfers

Rick Powell (90-95) at the Invictus Games,

(Copyright Getty Images). Below, the armoured

vehicle Rick was in, when it hit a mine in 2008

“Invictus means ‘unconquered’. The
word reflects the inner strength it
takes to overcome physical injury,
psychological trauma and despair.
Sport is a great way to rediscover selfconfidence, redefine ambitions, rebuild
a career and restore family life. I am
getting there. There is no looking back,
only forward.”

and cricketers. There was, for example,
no hockey activity either by OP women or
men and only one rugby match.
A positive sign for the future is that Beth
Rodford, an Olympic rower who coaches
at the College, is very keen to revitalise
Pangbourne Nautics - especially with the
Boat Club celebrating its 60th anniversary
in 2015. We are now looking for OP
rowers willing to give this some traction by
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contacting Beth, as has happened with the
OP Yacht Club driven by the commitment
of Ian Williams (61-63).
On a more positive note, we were all
delighted to learn that Rick Powell (90-95)
had won a gold medal as a member of the
GB wheelchair basketball team (see cover
story) at the recent Invictus Games. That
was a wonderful achievement.
Looking ahead, the Headmaster has
agreed that the 2015 meeting at the
College with OP Society representatives
will be planned well in advance and
timetabled.
As for the annual Careers Fair which
OPs have supported for some years,
Martin Hart, who was in charge, has left
and has recently been replaced by Steve
Williams. We need OPs willing and able to
be part of this excellent initiative which,
for example, arranges Careers Lunches
where OPs attend and give careers advice.
The OP Dinner in 2015 will take place
at the College on Friday 17th April. Gerry
Pike, the recently retired Second Master,
will be our Guest of Honour. We hope to
attract even greater numbers
than the 110 OPs who attended
the function we held in 2014 in
Butchers’ Hall in London. The
£26,000 raised that evening
for the Andrew Simpson
Sailing Foundation was a great
achievement both for OPs and
for the Society.

March Past of OPs as part of the centenary
celebrations in October 2016.
I also hope that we can put on an
exhibition charting the development of
the school from the beginning using all the
archive material we have to accompany
the illustrated history of the College now
being written by Robin Knight (56-61). I
welcome any suggestions that OPs may
have on this subject – we need imaginative
ideas. One has already been received from
Anna Sterling (00-01), now a member of
the OP Society committee, who has kindly
offered to try to make the royal barge
‘Gloriana’ available to the OP Society for
OPs to row the course at Henley in 2017.
Founders’ Day in 2015 will be on
Saturday 4th July and I hope many of you
will be able to join us. (See page 33 for
further details).
The 2014 AGM attracted 40 OPs to the
Naval Club in Mayfair – or was it the drinks
reception afterwards?! Whilst now and in
future we will rely on operational support
from the College to be an effective Society,
we also need commitment to come from

I am, though, delighted to announce
that Rupert Meacher (87-90) has agreed
to become Hon. Secretary to succeed
Anthony Clifford (75-82). Anthony has
done a great job for the past five years
and I would like to thank him for all the
assistance he has given me in the past year.  
I would also like to thank all those OPs
at home and abroad who have arranged
functions for the enjoyment of OPs during
2013-14. In the UK that includes Dr. Sinclair
Rogers (55-57) and Captain
Stephen Taylor (55-60) for
continuing to run some excellent
functions aboard HQS Wellington
focusing on City-based OPs, and
Mark Dumas (63-68) for his very
popular lunch at the Turf Club for
the Over 60s age group.

I would also like to thank
Captain Miles Eden-Smith (5457) for continuing to represent
us at the Merchant Navy Day
Commemorative Service and
Lionel Stephens (Hon. OP) for his
invaluable institutional memory.
Finally, may I thank all
members of the 2013-14
Committee for their contribution
in 2014, the Headmaster, Thomas
Garnier, for his wholehearted
support which is very much
appreciated, and our President,
Nigel Hollebone (59-63), for his
wise council and tremendous
spirit at all times.

Meantime the College’s
centenary in 2016-17 gets ever
closer and it is going to be an
exciting time to be an OP with
events taking place around the
world and in the UK.
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At the moment we are led by a relatively
small number of ageing volunteers who
have taken most of the responsibility
during the past decade (at least). It really is
time to give them a break! We need some
fresh young blood please. We have not, to
give one example, yet found a successor
to Robin Knight as editor of this magazine
so he has kindly agreed to take charge of
another issue for the final, final time. This
was a search that was going on before I
became Chairman!

In New Zealand it includes
Nick Edwards (55-58), Robin
Paine (55-58) and Fran Crowther
(94-96). In Australia, Geoff
Rae (53-56) and Richard (Sam)
Strachan (58-62).

Staying in the City, current
expectations are that we will
have a second OP, Alderman the
Honourable Jeffrey Evans (6166), holding the high office of Lord
Mayor. College representation is
being planned in his procession
through the City in November
2015, and we are also hoping to
be able to hold an OP function in
the Autumn of 2016 at Mansion
House during his year in office, to
mark the start of the OP Society
centenary celebrations.

The Centenary committee at
the College met for the first time
in October 2014, to establish
some parameters. There will be a

within our ranks. So I appeal to all OPs to
consider getting involved with what is your
Society.

Mr & Mrs Rayner at the OP Dinner 2014

MERRICK RAYNER (68-73)

CHAIRMAN OF THE
BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Update from the Chairman
of the Board of Governors,
Roger Lane-Nott (58-63)
This has been a good year for
Pangbourne College and I think we can say
that the school is in good health. As ever
there has been plenty going on and more
than enough to keep my fellow Governors
and me absorbed and involved. There are
three main challenges.
First is to keep the numbers up and
the entries coming in at a financially
challenging time for both parents and the
College. Compared with similar schools in
the Thames Valley, we are in the middle
of the pack for fees. But keeping the fees
realistic for both day and boarding pupils is
a major challenge.
Meantime we are in the middle
of a search for a Director of External
Affairs which will include the key area of
development – a critical role for the future.
Second, we need to ensure that we
attract the best academic and pastoral
staff. Some very high quality individuals
joined in September including Will
Williams who has taken over from Gerry
Pike as Deputy Head Academic.
The exam results in the summer
showed that, for the second year running,
our GCSE results had broken records with
94.7% of students achieving at least five
grades at A*- C level. Together with a set
of AS results that were almost as strong
and some encouraging news regarding
university places, this provided a positive
start to the 2014-15 academic year.
In addition, we had a record entry of
108 students in September which ensures
that the College again numbers more than
400 students, and it was pleasing that the
Form 1 entry in Dunbar was up to prerecession levels.
We now need to make sure that exam
results continue to improve and that the
staff remain committed and of a high
quality at a time when government policy
is changing many things in education. As I
write registrations for the next two years
look very encouraging. We are aiming for
420!

And thirdly, we need
to continue to invest in the
fabric and infrastructure of
the College at a time when
demands on our resources
are as high as they ever have
been.
Apart from maintenance,
we are looking at upgrading
and re-assigning the ground
floor of Devitt House once
the Headmaster moves
into his refurbished and
extended house in Derwent;
at floodlighting the astroturf pitch; at significant
improvements to IT and
at completely refurbishing
the Boat House area. There
also are several centenary
projects under investigation.
The Board has also spent
some considerable time
looking to the future and
the next phase of College
development. This will
include consideration of
our ethos and academic
Roger Lane-Nott (58-63)
aspirations, as well as
Chairman of the Board of Governors
the obvious need to
maintain the momentum which has been
The handsome illustrated centenary
established recently. Although we have a history of the College written by Robin
new and well debated Development Plan, Knight (56-61) is nearing completion
there is no doubt that a new Science block and the book will be launched through
is a high priority and vital next step. That a marketing initiative during 2015.
will not be cheap.
1st September 1917 was the first day the
College opened for business and I am
In April we came out of the six-yearly ISI looking for a suitable event to mark the
inspection very well, rating excellent in just day. All ideas are welcome. I retired from
about every area. As you would expect, full time work in December and thus
the inspectors particularly commented on should have more time on my hands!
the attitude and behaviour of the pupils
and gave a positive view of the Flag Values.
I cannot finish without paying tribute
It was an excellent inspection and a great to the Headmaster, Thomas Garnier, and
tonic for all as we move forward.
to all his staff – academic, pastoral and
support – who have shown extraordinary
Looking ahead, we will have to deal commitment, skill and hard work which
with the educational reforms being was reflected fully in the ISI report. And a
proposed by the Government, continue big thank you to my fellow Governors who
to work hard to keep up the numbers, give of their time and expertise so freely
continue to improve the infrastructure and and liberally.
prepare for the centenary in 2016-17.
I look forward to meeting many of you
We now have a Centenary committee in 2015.
working on this and we will be including
OPs in the event programme. I will be
ROGER LANE-NOTT (58-63)
working with your Chairman to ensure the
maximum OP involvement.
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HEADMASTER’S
REPORT 2014
Looking back on 2014, it was a year
during which the College emerged strongly
from a challenging period. The worldwide
recession put pressure on all businesses
and, whilst never losing our stride, it has
been necessary to tighten our belts in the
last few years. That we have continued to
improve as a school despite this situation
will hopefully have been obvious from
my previous reports. But 2014 was the
year in which the full impact of those
improvements began to be felt.
We started the academic year in
September 2013 with numbers back
up over 400 and our reputation locally
perhaps better than it has ever been judging from the comments of prospective
parents.
Greater confidence in the
economy was certainly one reason for the
bounce-back, but two other obvious ones
were an inspection and our exam results.
In March, we received the call from
the Independent Schools Inspectorate
announcing its intention to visit. This was
our first major inspection since 2008 and
we were delighted with the very positive
report which the inspectors subsequently
submitted. They noted the ‘significant
improvements’ which have been made to
the learning environment and to the quality
of teaching, and completely validated our
emphasis on the personal development
of pupils. This was described variously as

FOUNDERS’ DAY 2014
excellent, outstanding and exceptional.
They also reinforced our already excellent
reputation for pastoral care and boarding.
The report has already been very useful in
marketing the College!
After the record-breaking GCSE
results of 2013 it was always going to be
a challenge to build on this in 2014, but
we did. At GCSE in 2014, the percentage
of students who achieved at least five
passes at A*-C grade rose for the third year
running to a new record of 97.4%. It was a
strong cohort and their personalities were
such that clear management was needed
to ensure they fulfilled their potential. So
it was good to have our efforts vindicated.
At AS, another strong set performed
well to obtain our second best set of
results at this level – tantalisingly close
to the previous best year group in 2004.
They have now been set the challenge of
beating their record at A2 next summer!
At A2, the university picture was very
encouraging, with the majority getting
into their preferred university and the
remainder mainly being picked up by their
insurance choice.
Putting all this together, the last
academic year finished strongly and was
a pleasing way to round off Gerry Pike’s
tenure as Deputy Head (Academic) and

On the co-curricular front it was
another successful year. My very selective
pick of the highlights include: awards for
Best Rookie Team and Most Innovative
Team in the regional finals of the Land
Rover 4x4 Engineering Challenge in
January; the College drama production of
Little Shop of Horrors; selection of Sixth
Form dramatists to perform Hearts, a
knockabout comedy about romance and
football, at The North Wall Theatre in
Oxford as part of the National Theatre’s
Connections Festival; victories by the 1st
VIII in the Child Beale Cup and the Royal
Engineers’ Cup at the National Schools’
Regatta; selection of Luke Towers and
George Pearce to represent Great Britain
at the World Rowing Junior Championships
in Hamburg; and, more recently, a glorious
victory by the 1st XV over Oratory School,
19-17, in a game played under lights at
Newbury RFC. Victory was sealed by a
conversion from the touchline in the dying
seconds - a game the team will remember
for ever, I am sure.
Meantime, increased numbers mean
that we have been able to push ahead
with some new investment. In addition to
a new website which will be launched this
February (it has unfortunately taken us
rather longer than it did for the OP Society
to design its excellent new website), we
have begun a major upgrade to the College
IT network. This should have real impact
on the quality of our teaching and learning.
We will also be installing floodlighting
on the Jubilee Pitch - a longstanding
need. The 1st VIII will be rowing in a new
boat (to be named Spirit of ’63), thanks
to the generosity of the 1963 Henley
winning crew. And, as our centenary
year approaches, there will be a major
construction project which I hope will
attract support from all sections of the
Pangbourne community.

Roger Lane-Nott (58-63), the Headmaster and Merrick Rayner (68-73)
at Remembrance Sunday 2014
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A School at Ease with Itself

to celebrate the academic improvements
which have been made in the last 15 years.
I was particularly grateful to Felicity Mullins
for the gift of a new Mathematics prize in
memory of her late husband, OP Chris
Mullins (55-58), which was presented on
Founders’ Day.

Plans for the centenary, in fact, are
already gathering momentum. At present,
there are a great number of ideas on

The 97th celebration of Founders’
Day was held at the College on Saturday
July 5th. The Guest of Honour was the
Governor-General of the Falkland Islands
2010-14, Nigel Haywood CVO.
Despite an overcast day on which rain
constantly threatened and occasionally
arrived, proceedings went smoothly
throughout, reflecting huge credit on
the dozens of people involved in the
organisation of what is by contemporary
standards a most unusual school event,
writes Robin Knight (56-61).
The Headmaster with
Lionel (Steve) Stephens and
the Stephens Cup at Founders’ Day 2014

the table. Discernment will therefore
be needed to decide which should be
developed and where resources should be
prioritised – we can’t lose sight of the fact
that there will be three year groups taking
public exams!
Nevertheless we want OPs to be well
represented in the celebrations and I
am grateful for the active engagement
of Merrick Rayner and others who have
suggested ideas. A Dinner, Ball and OP
March Past have all been agreed (in
principle if not yet the date), as has a
Reunion in New Zealand. Robin Knight’s
centenary history of the College is eagerly
awaited too.

The ambitious programme began
with a parade by the entire school,
then numbering around 380. Marching
was of a high order, no-one fainted on
this occasion and the Band and Guard
performed well. Prizegiving in Drake Hall
followed. The Chairman of the Board of
Governors, Rear Admiral Roger LaneNott (59-63), began by thanking two
retiring governors who had given long
and committed service to Pangbourne –
Vice Admiral Sir Michael Layard (49-53)
and Clifford Gould, the former head of
Badminton School. He announced that
three new governors had recently been
appointed including one OP, Nick Woods
(83-88) and appealed to parents, OPs and
the Pangbourne community to let him

As well as looking back and providing an
opportunity to strengthen relationships, I
feel it is essential that the centenary year
helps to give a boost towards our stated
long-term goal of becoming the best,
small, coeducational boarding school in
the UK. Further details will be circulated
to all later this year.

In his speech the Headmaster, Thomas
Garnier, began by remarking that it had
been no surprise to him that the pupils
at Pangbourne had made such a positive
impression earlier in the year on the
visiting schools inspectors. 2013-14 had
been, he observed, a good year in many
ways. The College was a very busy place.
“The team here is special – greater than
the sum of its parts. Everyone cares
about what they do. The atmosphere is
as good today as anyone can remember.”
He continued by thanking some of the
departing staff led by the retiring Second
Master Gerry Pike (Hon. OP) whose belief
in the power of education to transform
lives had coloured all his work over the
past 28 years at the College. A decanter
was presented to Gerry by way of thanks
and it was revealed that for his part, Gerry
had purchased a painting to be hung in the
Mess Hall.
In thanking the Headmaster, Gerry
described Pangbourne as a remarkable
school that had proved a good fit for him.
His time at the College (1986-2014) had
been a fascinating period in its history. It
was now “in the best shape and mood that
it has ever been,” he stated.
In future Gerry will focus on
teaching history part-time at
the College and travelling.
Prizegiving
followed.
Many of the prizes have
been given in memory of
OPs and this year there was a
new one – the Chris Mullins
(55-58) prize awarded by his
family to two Third Formers
who had done well in Maths.
Chris, a Maths teacher in
Australia, died in 2012.

As always, it has been a great pleasure
to be able to welcome OPs to the College
on numerous occasions. It is a truism that
strong schools have strong relations with
their alumni and I greatly value the work
which the OP Society Committee does in
seeking to strengthen the ties. The growth
of this magazine over nearly 50 years is
evidence of the progress made.
THOMAS GARNIER

know their thoughts about the College and
its future. “Pangbourne is in great shape
despite the many challenges we face,” he
concluded. “I’m very conscious that life is
tough out there.”

Gerry Pike retires as Second Master

The Old Pangbournian
Prize awarded to the
outstanding scholar in the
Upper Sixth went to Ryan
Sun, while the Queen’s Gold
Medals were presented
to the joint CCCCs – Isabel
Metcalfe and Jamie Miller.
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Isabel is the grand-daughter of the former
Bursar Cdr. Anthony Metcalfe and the
daughter of OP Paul Metcalfe (74-78) who
is an officer in the Royal Navy.
Nigel Haywood in his speech talked
about his “lucky” career as first an Army
officer and then as a British diplomat who
had served around the world and became
Ambassador to Estonia before ending his
career in the Falklands. “Nurture your
enthusiasms…have fun – there’s lots out
there to enjoy” he said, even in Basra in
southern Iraq where he once saw a swarm
of rare butterflies while standing out in the
open during a security alert.

OP SPORT 2014
“There was encouraging participation
in OP sport in 2014 which I hope will
continue,” writes Charlie Parry (81-85)
who coordinates OP sport. “Most of the
events, however, did not involve matches
against the College. I hope, leading up to
our centenary in 2016-17, that this will
change.”   
Sir Michael Layard (49-52) and his wife

Horse riding demonstration on White’s Field

Early October recorded an OP entry
in The Arrow Trophy, after an absence of
seven years (see full details, right).

The rest of the day followed the
traditional pattern – lunch on White’s
Field, art and OP displays, a highlycharged musical concert in the chapel to
bid farewell to the departing Director of
Music Jonathan Brown, a rain-shortened
game of T20 cricket on Big Side involving
a young OP side (and the presentation to
the winners of the new Stephens Cup by
Steve) followed by Beat Retreat.

June 2014 saw a second very successful
OP Yacht Club (OPYC) rally in Brixham and
Dartmouth, whilst in December, the OPYC
held its AGM. Those present included
Ian Williams, Jeremy Owen, Nick Devitt,
Robin Batt, John Fisher, Merrick Rayner,
Robin Paterson, Alastair Cameron, Peter
Kewish, Nigel Hollebone, Ed Nation, Ian
Shuttleworth, Mike Stringer and Adam
Kelvey.

Many OPs, too many to mention all by
name and date, appeared during the day
including Jeremy Ainslie, Robin Paine,
Keith Evans, Patrick Sinker, Courtney
Edenborough, Nigel Hollebone, Mike
Nicholson, John Fisher, Merrick Rayner,
Robin Paterson, Charlotte Butterworth,
Tom Bond, Ted Daubeny and Barry
Thompson as well as lots of younger OPs.
Hon OP Ian Busby was in ebullient form.
My impression, as I drove back to
London on the M4 in driving rain, was
that Pangbourne College, as it nears its
centenary, is at ease with itself – strongly
led and united around core values which, in
the Garnier era, have come to encapsulate
the ethos of what remains an unusual
and successful school with distinctive
traditions and a proud history.

OP display in the Library

Mrs Alex Garnier (r) and her guests

GOLF
“The OP golf society normally holds
well attended meetings and 2014 was no
exception. Twenty four OPs took part in
the summer meeting at Huntercombe GC
and we were again treated to a fine day of
competitive golf and friendly hospitality at
this welcoming club near Henley,” reports
OPGS Secretary Charlie Parry (81-85)
charlie@ward-thomas.co.uk

Angus Thomas (75-81) taking
images for the centenary book

College vs. OPs T20 cricket on Big Side
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SAILING

Barry Thompson (42-45), Lionel (Steve) Stephens
(Hon. OP) and Jeremy Ainslie (54-59)

Ian Busby (Hon. OP) presides over the OP table in the marquee

“In the morning we played for the
President’s Cup and it was won by Ken
Jones (81-86) with a fine second nine. In
the afternoon we competed for the Simon
Broome & Stephen Walker Memorial Bowl.
This was won, after a slightly shortened
round, by Ben Harvey (01-08) and Richard
Tomkinson (62-66). The afternoon scores
might have been affected by the delicious
lunchtime wine provided by Richard from
his vineyard in Worcestershire.
Our 12-a-side autumn match against
the College was played in squally weather
in October at The Berkshire GC. Six pupils
and two members of staff, augmented
by four OPs, came out all guns blazing.
Unfortunately, they could not keep it
going for the whole round and the OP
team ended up well ahead. The College
had a very young team that is likely to
become more competitive as golfing skills,

THE
ARROW
TROPHY
2014 saw an OP
entry in The Arrow
Trophy, the former
pupils’ sailing
competition,
after a seven year
abstinence, writes
Peter Kewish
(84-89). With
The successful 2014 Arrow Trophy crew
12 individuals on
board, having never sailed together, and support us on-water throughout the
with three crew members new to sailing, weekend, led by the OP President Nigel
we raced a fleet of 24 other public schools Hollebone (59-63). With their D&M
off the Isle of Wight in Sunsail’s F40s. battle flags hoisted high up their masts,
there was no doubt in anyone’s mind that
Saturday’s weather was wet and gusty, Pangbourne had returned to the Arrow
so one reef and no spinnakers for race 1. trophy in style.
Two upwind and two downwind legs
followed and our new crew managed The OPs who took part were: Skipper
a respectable 10th place. As the wind Hugh Botterill (89-95); Tactician Simon
dropped, the second race involved one Shaw (92-97); Crew – Peter Kewish (84upwind leg and one downwind with no 89), Olivia Quesnel (03-10), Adam Kelvey
reef, and Team Pangbourne improved its (04-09), Mark Metcalfe (96-01), Andrew
position to 7th after a very gutsy start. Michael (97-02), Rohan Batra (06-11),
James Allsop (81-86), Robert Walker
The third and final race of the day, held (63-68) and Jonathan Reynolds (84-89),
under The Solent’s blue sky and with no as well as Robert Rayner representing his
sail restrictions, really showed how much father Merrick Rayner (68-73).
our crew had learned in the morning,
with cracking upwind and downwind legs
and near-perfect spinnaker handling.
Unfortunately our final downwind leg was
somewhat slowed by a spinnaker halyard
detaching and we lost two positions, but
crossed the finishing line in 4th position.
Overall results, following some protests,
disqualifications and a major rethink by
the organising committee eventually left
the OP/Pangbourne crew in 5th place– so
we won the coveted Charterhouse Bowl.
Saturday night’s dinner and prize giving,
hosted by the Royal Corinthian Yacht Club
in Cowes, was most memorable.
We would like to extend our thanks to
the club for their hospitality and for
running the race schedule perfectly
under challenging and changing weather
conditions. Also, our thanks to the ATYRA
for its efforts and our appreciation to
the OPYC members who turned up to
7

and strength, increase. The OP team is
particularly grateful to Robert Kirby at the
College for keeping this fixture alive. In
2015 the OPGS will be on the move after
three years at Huntercombe and will hold
its summer meeting at the New Zealand
GC in Byfleet, Surrey on June 10th. The
autumn match against the College will be
held at The Berkshire GC near Ascot on
October 7th.”

OP DINNER 2014
An amazing OP Society
Dinner in London at the end of
March raised over £26,000 for
the Andrew Simpson Sailing
Foundation. More than 130
OPs gathered at Butchers’
Hall in the City of London by
kind permission of the Master,
Worshipful
Company
of
Butchers.

RUGBY
The OP rugby team arranged a
match against the Old Boys of Shiplake
College. We have no report on this match
(although we know that the OPs won) or
about the fate of another game that had
been arranged versus Old Thamesians but
did not take place. It is hoped that the
fixtures can be repeated in 2015.

A good gathering at the OP Yacht Club (OPYC) AGM in December 2014

CRICKET
Unfortunately the OP cricket team did
not fare so well in the Founders’ Day T20
game in July. Rain shortened proceedings
to 15 overs a side and the College team,
with some impressive young players,
proved too strong for the OPs and so won
the inaugural Stephens Cup.  

NEW OP GOLF
COMPETITION IN 2015
Richard Givan (57-60), a former
captain of Hankley GC, has been
prevailed on to run a knock-out golf
competition for OPs in 2015.

The 2014 OPYC rally took place in the West Country

It will be known as the Centenary
Matchplay Tournament and will be
played for a cup presented by two
OPs. Full details of the new event
can be viewed in the Clubs>Golf
section of the OP Society website at
www.oldpangbournian.co.uk
All golfing OPs are welcome to
take part – with an upper handicap
limit of 24. Being able to compete
on the same ‘level playing field’ is
one of the joys of golf, so those OPs
who are not members of a club are
warmly encouraged to participate,
although it’s hoped that they will
have a fair idea of their realistic
standard!
Entries should be sent by March
21st to Richard Givan at r.givan@
btinternet.com or tel: 01428 644634
or M: 07831 499918
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The teams line up ahead of the
College vs. OPs cricket match on
Founders’ Day 2014 (above).
Hon. OP Lionel (Steve)
Stephens presents the trophy
to the captain of the College
XI, winners of the inaugural
Stephens Cup (right).

The Chairman of the OP
Society, Merrick Rayner (6873), presided. A special Grace
for the occasion was written
and delivered by the OP
Society President Nigel
Hollebone (59-63). Toasts
were proposed by Merrick
Rayner, the Chairman of
the Board of Governors
Rear
Admiral
Roger
Lane-Nott CB (58-63),
the Headmaster, Thomas
Garnier, and the Guest of
Honour Iain Percy OBE.

The Headmaster with OP Chairman Merrick Rayner (68-73)
at the top table at Butchers’ Hall

he had enjoyed with 60 OPs in
Melbourne in October 2013 to
celebrate the 150th anniversary
of the arrival in Melbourne of
Vimiera, the first Devitt & Moore
vessel to reach Australia. His
theme on that occasion, he said,
had been how the College had
adapted since 1917, without losing
sight of its essential character and
values. Today, he reported, “things
are going well” as underlined by
a very positive report from the
Independent Schools Inspectorate
which visited the College in March.
In his speech Merrick
Rayner thanked Thomas
Garnier for his constant
support of the OP Society,
and other OPs who had
made the evening possible
including the Clerk to the
Butchers’ Company, Tony
Morrow (58-62). He then
introduced the Guest of
Honour, the Olympic gold
medal winning sailor Iain
Percy, who had flown in
from San Francisco that day
to take part in the evening.

The
most
senior
OP present was R.S.
Olden (42-46) who had
journeyed from Salisbury.
The youngest included
Charlie Sykes (06-12),
Percy began by saying
Conor Brown (01-08), Oliver Huson (02-07), Kristophe Kemp (04-08)
currently waiting to join
what
an honour it was for
and Paul Lawrence (04-08)
the Army, and several
him to be present and how
dozen others in their early
much he wished his friend and sailing
and mid-twenties. The joint Chiefs of
partner Bart Simpson (90-95) could have
the College, Isabel Metcalfe and Jamie
been there too. He described Simpson
Miller, attended together with Isabel’s
as “an incredible guy” and said that he
OP father Paul Metcalfe (74-78).
wished on this occasion to recall the happy
times they had enjoyed together rather
Others at the top table included
than dwell on the tragedy of his death.
Robin Paterson (68-73), Richard
Bart was, he said, “a giving person, a team
Devitt (53-58) and Jeffrey Evans (61player (who) returned so much to other
66). Paterson, in conjunction with the
people.” In an addendum from Sir Ben
travel company ITC, had given generous
Ainslie read out by Robin Paterson, Ainslie
support to the dinner to allow more
praised Percy for the dignity he had shown
young OPs to attend.
since Simpson’s death. He described Bart
as “passionate, approachable, amusing,
Honorary OPs Crispin Read-Wilson
with a heart the size of a racehorse.”
and Gerry Pike turned out too. It was
announced that Pike, who retired at
An auction to raise funds for the Andrew
the end of the summer term as Second
Simpson Sailing Foundation followed,
Master after nearly 30 years of teaching
conducted by the well-known auctioneer
at the College, is to be Guest of Honour
Nick Bonham. When it was concluded the
at the 2015 OP Dinner. This will be held
staggering sum of £26,226.95 had been
at the College on Friday 17th April, 2015.
raised. An enormously successful and
happy evening then culminated in drinks
The Headmaster began the speeches
at the bar and thanks all round.
Guest of Honour, Iain Percy OBE
by describing the tremendous weekend
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HELP US TO FIND LOST OPs!
The OP Society wants to bring its contacts database as up
to date as possible and increase communication with OPs.
Currently approx. 500 OPs who are listed on the database are
classed as ‘Lost’ – meaning we are no longer able to make
contact with them.
The list on PAGES 38 to 41 of this publication contains the
names and year of leaving (listed chronologically) for all those
OPs we are no longer in contact with

Chief Cadet Captains of the College, Isabel Metcalfe & Jamie Miller

Are you in contact with any of these people? Do you know
how the OP Society can make contact with them? If you can
provide any information which will help us to re-establish contact
with these OPs, please email the details to OP@pangcoll.co.uk
or ask any OPs you are in contact with to email us direct.
With the Centenary of the College fast approaching
(academic year 2016/17), a whole host of events are being
planned and we would like to be able to contact as many OPs as
possible to join the celebrations.

Chris Williams (47-51), Tony Morrow (58-62) and Rory Jackson (55-59)

A group of young OPs at the end of the dinner
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A 40th wedding anniversary in Newmarket in July 2014
provided an opportunity for an impromptu gathering of
OPs and members of the Devitt family, founders of the
College. John Harris (62-67) went into the Royal Navy.
In 1974, after his wedding was delayed for a week by a
deployment in Cyprus, he married Sandie Millar who is the
granddaughter of Mary Devitt, wife of Sir Thomas Devitt,
Chairman of the Board of Governors at the NCP from
1947-61.
At the July anniversary, there were five OPs, including
two of John’s contemporaries, Graham Best (62-67) and
Nigel Hollyer (62-67), and two of John’s cousins Felix
(72-76) and Barney Spender (76-81). There were also six
members of the Devitt family including Richard Devitt (5358) and James, who was a Governor at the College 19891999. John retired from the Royal Navy as Commodore
in 2000 having commanded three submarines (HMS
Olympus, HMS Spartan and HMS Talent) as well as the
frigate HMS Argyll. He spent 14 years as Domestic Bursar
of St John’s College, Cambridge. He retired at Easter 2014.
OPs in New Zealand held their annual reunion on 20th
February, 2014. Robin Paine (55-58) writes: “I have just
returned from another excellent gathering of OPs and their
wives for a lunch at the Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron.
There were 14 of us, with apologies from ten other OPs.
Of the 14 we were pleased to welcome Ted Daubeny (5357) and his OP son John (78-85), who Ted was visiting
near Auckland. A friend of the College, Bill Hamilton and
his wife, Fi, were on a visit from the UK. Apparently Bill’s
family owned what became Devitt House. On one occasion
Charlie Sewell was showing them around and said to Bill
“And this is the best dormitory in the Division”, to which
Bill replied, “I know, this was my grandmother’s bedroom”.

Jonathan Spencer (72-77) and Richard Olden (42-46)

A view of Butchers’ Hall set for the OP Dinner 2014

REUNIONS 2014

Charlie Parry (81-85), Nigel Ackerman (64-68), Fergus van Niekerk (93-00)
and Stephen Cuningham (79-84)

It was good to see Barry Thompson (42-45) and Val
Were (38-41) in excellent form. While Ted Daubeny was
talking to Barry, it turned out that Barry had been offered
the Executive Officer’s job at Pangbourne in the early ’60s,
but turned it down. ‘Flush’ Rimmer eventually took the
job. Ted followed on as E/O from Rimmer, but only stayed
for five terms as the requirement for naval personnel was
fast disappearing. Val Were, we discovered, is in fact a
New Zealander, born and bred, with an interesting story
to tell as to how he ended up at Pangbourne, followed by
service as an RNR officer during WWII, during which he
transferred to the RNZN. He survived the Atlantic convoys
and served on a battleship in the Med. His total career at
sea spanned 47 years. Simon Marriott (64-68) is citrus
farming on the Coromandel, while Graham Jex (67-71) is
much involved with the Maritime Police in Auckland.”
Forty OPs who all admitted to be over 60 had a brilliant
bangers-and-mash lunch (and much red wine) at The Turf
Club off Pall Mall in central London on November 18th.
Kindly organised by a member of the club, Mark Dumas
(63-68), this was the seventh such lunch in a series that has
proved increasingly popular. Numbers are limited to 40 by
the size of the rooms available. This year the youngest OP

Devitt family reunion in July 2014

City & Livery Group reception June 2014

Curry lunch October 2014

present was the Society chairman Merrick Rayner (68-73) who claims to
be “about 58” while the oldest was the redoubtable Keith Evans (33-37)
who has given up counting but is as hale and healthy as ever. It was also
good to encounter Lionel Stephens, the Headmaster, Thomas Garnier
and the Chairman of the Board of Governors Roger Lane-Nott (58-63).
With such a large cast it is difficult to highlight anyone but certain
noteworthy individuals stood out for one reason or another. Courtenay
Edenborough (45-48), for example, was prevailed on to become the
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OP Society’s new Decade Rep for the 1940s.
Ian Shuttleworth (57-62), Nigel Hollebone
(59-63) and Adrian Stow (54-58) all made
welcome appearances. Nicholas Courtney (5862) let slip that he has a new book out shortly.
A tanned Andrew Scott-Priestley (58-62) had
just returned from three weeks in India where
he had celebrated his 70th birthday. Anthony
Sainthill (57-62) was adjusting to a new life
having retired recently. The Sargent brothers,
Sam (56-60) and Rob (62-65), were in lively form.
Willie Shuttleworth (66-70) arrived rather late
due to his new duties as General Manager of the
Lotts Road Auction Rooms in Chelsea. Kingsley
Borrett (51-56) was preparing for another visit to
his bolthole on the Algarve.

Pangbourne College
Centenary Celebrations

in Auckland, New Zealand
Friday 24th to Sunday 26th Feb 2017

Too numerous to mention - another great turnout at the ever-popular over 60s lunch
One way and another it was an enjoyable,
relaxed occasion that, for some, carried on in the
Army & Navy Club across the road well after most of us had Service Club, Brisbane on November 21st. A total of 35 members
left The Turf Club around 3.30pm. Roll on next year – when the and spouses attended, including four from Pangbourne – Don
lunch will be held at the same venue on November 17th.
Barton (47-52), Brian Mathewson (47-50), Geoff Rae (53-56) and
Felicity Mullins (wife of the late Chris Mullins (55-58)) and her two
Later in November six OPs who did not quite qualify for the sons. Geoff Rae offered the Toast to ‘The Ships’ in which he read
Over 60s lunch met for a reunion at the Royal Victoria Yacht Club a poem entitled Shipmates by a Blue Funnel Line colleague, Barrie
in Fishbourne on the Isle of Wight. Rob Andrews (67-72) was Youde, who described the relationships that develop when one
once Chief of the College and it was his 60th birthday that was joins a new ship.
being celebrated.
The Queensland CWP branch has an active programme, meeting
The 47th Annual Dinner of the Conway, Worcester, for lunch every two months on the second Tuesday of the month,
Pangbourne Association in Queensland was held at the United starting in February.

THE CONWAY CLUB - THE ASSOCIATION OF OLD WORCESTERS - AND THE OLD PANGBOURNIAN SOCIETY
INVITE YOU TO A RECEPTION ON BOARD



CUTTY SARK GARDENS, GREENWICH, LONDON SE10 9HT

MONDAY 1 JUNE 2015
TIME:

SHIP VIEWING
RECEPTION

17.30 – 18.30
18.30 – 21.00

APPLICATION FORMS FOR TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE FROM:
CWP TICKETS, MATT BURROW, 51 NORMAN ROAD, LONDON SE10 9QB
TEL: 0208-293-5999 e-MAIL: mattburrow@holdtrade.co.uk
PLEASE APPLY BY TELEPHONE, E-MAIL OR MAIL [When applying by Mail please enclose SAE]
TICKET PRICE: £ 60.00 per person
[Includes Viewing of Cutty Sark, Reception Drink and Finger Buffet]
DRESS: JACKETS & TIES
GUESTS WELCOME

WHEELCHAIR ACCESS

The Board of Governors has given approval for the
Pangbourne College Australasian Centenary Celebrations to
be held in Auckland, New Zealand, from Friday 24th to Sunday
26th February 2017. For those who have never been to this
wonderful country before - Aotearoa, ‘The Land of the Long
White Cloud’ - here is a unique opportunity to incorporate
a trip of a lifetime to visit friends and family, sightsee, or
both, with Pangbourne’s Centenary weekend. We also invite
parents of OPs, Old Worcester and Old Conway cadets,
together with their partners, to join us.
February is high summer and New Zealand and Australian
OPs look forward to welcoming you to the warmth, not only
in temperature, but also to the hospitality of the Southern
Hemisphere, in particular the delightful city of Auckland,
known as ‘The City of Sails’ – an appropriate venue given
Pangbourne’s association with the sea and Devitt & Moore.
Plans are well advanced to ensure the Centenary
weekend will be one to remember for years to come. For
those who would like to visit the Royal New Zealand Yacht
Squadron, twice winners of the America’s Cup, there will be
an opportunity to have lunch there on Friday 24th February
in the magnificent setting of the Quarterdeck Restaurant
and enjoy spectacular views across the Waitemata Harbour,
the Harbour Bridge and the Westhaven Marina. In the
evening there will be a welcome cocktail party at the
Maritime Museum opposite the Viaduct Basin, from where
the America’s Cup was based, but is now surrounded by
restaurants with yachts tied up alongside. There is even an
opportunity to book a trip round the harbour on one of the
two America Cup yachts from the Basin during the day. On
Saturday evening the grand cocktail party and dinner will
be held at The Northern Club, Auckland’s most prestigious
private members club, subject to numbers. (If we are unable
to achieve sufficient numbers to hold it there then there is a
very acceptable alternative available).
More information and details of recommended hotels for
ease of access will be available when Advance Registration
opens in September 2015 on the OP website. In the
meantime email Robin Paine at rs.paine@xtra.co.nz
or Fran Crowther at frazzie99@hotmail.com

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
OP Society Committee Meetings 2015

24th February; 19th May; 13th October
6.00pm at the Naval Club, 38 Hill Street, Mayfair, London W1J 5NS
All OPs are always most welcome to attend.

Contact Rupert Meacher at clerk@cutlerslondon.co.uk

OPs in New Zealand - Annual Lunch

Thursday 26th February
Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron, Westhaven, Auckland 1:00pm

Contact Nick Edwards at jnedwards@xtra.co.nz

OPYC AGM 2015

Tuesday 3rd March followed by a “fitting out” buffet dinner
Naval Club, 38 Hill Street, Mayfair, London W1 5NS

Contact Peter Kewish at peter@kewish.co.uk

ANNUAL OP Dinner 2015

Friday 17th April 6.45pm for 7.30pm at the College
Guest of Honour: Gerry Pike

Contact the College at op@pangcoll.co.uk

Conway-Worcester-Pangbourne Reception

Monday 1st June on the Cutty Sark in Greenwich
Ship viewing 5.30pm to 6.30pm; Reception 6.30pm – 9.00pm

Tickets from Matt Burrow at mattburrow@holdtrade.co.uk
OP contact: Nigel Hollebone at nigel.hollebone@btinternet.com

Summer meeting of the OP Golf Society

Wednesday 10th June New Zealand Golf Club, Byfleet, Surrey

Contact Charlie Parry at charlie@ward-thomas.co.uk

OP Yacht Club Rally

Friday 12th - Sunday 14th June at Weymouth

Contact Peter Kewish at peter@kewish.co.uk

OP City & Livery Group summer reception

Tuesday 23rd June 6.00pm for 6.30pm
HQS Wellington, Victoria Embankment, London WC2R 2PN

Contact Sinclair Rogers at sinclairrogers@btinternet.com

Founders’ Day 2015

Saturday 4th July at the College

Details from the College at op@pangcoll.co.uk

Merchant Navy Commemorative Service

Sunday 6th September Service begins 10.30am at
Tower Hill Memorial, London EC3N 4DH

Contact Miles Eden-Smith at medensmith@hotmail.com

OP City & Livery Group – Curry Lunch

Friday 25th September 12.30pm for 1:00pm
HQS Wellington, Victoria Embankment, London WC2R 2PN

Contact Sinclair Rogers at sinclairrogers@btinternet.com

OPYC Arrow Trophy

Weekend of 2-4th October Cowes, Isle of Wight

Contact Peter Kewish at peter@kewish.co.uk

OP Golf Society vs The College

Wednesday 7th October The Berkshire GC, Ascot

Contact Charlie Parry at charlie@ward-thomas.co.uk

82nd OP Society AGM

Tuesday 13th October Naval Club, Mayfair, London W1 6.00pm

Contact Rupert Meacher at clerk@cutlerslondon.co.uk

Annual NATIONAL Service FOR SEAFARERS 2015

Wednesday 14th October 5:00pm St. Paul’s Cathedral, London

Contact Miles Eden-Smith at medensmith@hotmail.com

Over-60s lunch

Tuesday 17th November 12.30pm for 1:00pm Turf Club, London SW1

Contact Mark Dumas at mark@dumas.be
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His friend Anthony Fenwick-Wilson
(53-57) writes: “Duncan is the one in the
middle, proving yet again the value of a
Nautical College, Pangbourne education!”

NEWS OF OPs
An article on C.M.B. Cumberlege
(19-22) has been published by the Royal
Navy Research Archive. Lt. Cdr. Mike
Cumberlege RNR won a DSO and bar and
the Greek Medal of Honour for his exploits
in the Special Operations Executive in
the eastern Mediterranean during the
Second World War. The article draws on
many sources including 80 files in the
National Archives, school magazines from
the NCP and material provided by the
Cumberlege family. It can be accessed at
http://www.royalnavyresearcharchive.
org.uk/Mike_Cumberlege.htm
Captain Barry Thompson (42-45),
who lives in New Zealand, is seeking help
from OPs to unearth details of the last
British shipping apprentice. He believes
such a person will have signed indentures
some time after 1970. His contact email
is shipmaster@ihug.co.nz He writes: “I
would welcome an email from anyone
who can throw some light on the subject
and especially from those who signed
indentures in the 1970s or who can put
me in touch with anyone who did. While
I may not be able to find the ‘last’ British
apprentice, I hope to learn of those
whose apprenticeship commenced in
that final era. Any comment or advice OPs
can give me on the subject will be much
appreciated.”
The well-known sea and landscape
artist Sir John Webster (46-50), a retired
Vice Admiral and former Chairman of the
Board of Governors of the College, held
an exhibition of his paintings in London
in July. The exhibition, at the Rountree
Tryon Galleries in St. James’s, was his

Image from John Webster’s art exhibition

eleventh since his first in 1986. It included
some 40 paintings of scenes from the Isles
of Scilly to Bamburgh and Sri Lanka. In a
Foreword to the exhibition catalogue, the
Galleries’ Oliver Swann wrote: “With an
ability to capture the play of light…and a
determination to make a composition out
of nature’s raw subject, John has delighted
collectors and admirers for many years.
We appreciate his plein-air integrity and
welcome the fact that a retirement date
rarely features in an artist’s diary.”
Michael J. Hayes (48-51), who died
aged 74 in 2013, left about 100 paintings
to the College. A retired school teacher,
Michael was unmarried and lived in
Rustington, near Littlehampton in Sussex.
His collection included more than 30 sea
paintings. The most impressive were by
the artist Colin Baxter who agreed to place
a value on each of his works. A specialist
auction house subsequently assessed the
paintings but, according to the Bursar,
Ron Obbard, there were “no Picassos I’m
afraid!”

Thanks to the generosity of the OP
Society Chairman, Merrick Rayner
(68-73), a pair of binoculars won by
Chief Cadet Captain R.G. Smallwood
(30-32) in 1932 has been purchased
for the College archives. A volunteer
at a hospice in Sheffield contacted
the College to see if there was any
interest in buying the binoculars.
After negotiation they were
bought and placed in the Eric
Gerres cabinet in the Library. R.G.
Smallwood became a farmer in later
life and died in 1996.
R.G. Smallwood’s binoculars (left)
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Malcolm MacKenzie (52-55) emailed
in March to bring us up to date with his
life in Greece. “I continue to live happily
by the sea south of Athens and to work
from my office in Piraeus. I find Greece is a
delightful place to live, partly as the Greeks
take shipping so seriously and partly
because the sun seems to shine endlessly
all year round, though we enjoy the variety
of distinct seasons.”
He adds: “I keep busy – teaching
masters and mates on bridge discipline
and related matters in the mornings and
Chartered Shipbrokers courses some
evenings and most days as the Greek
branch’s correspondence course (distance
learning) tutor. I also represent two USA
businesses in oil spill clean up and ship
salvage in Greece. I consult on a regular
basis with two companies managing
tankers – one re: claims and the other re:
administration. I also write for two local
magazines. It means I really have little time
for anything else.”
Richard Waldron (52-56) exhibited his
artwork at the Worshipful Company of
Painter Stainers in the City of London in
October, alongside other artists including
Ken Howard RA OBE and Jennifer Evans,
country and animal artist and the wife of
another OP. Richard adds: “The blog (link
below) by Mike Nicholoson makes great
reading about Pangbourne in the late 50s.
It’s a wonder that we made good!” http://
forcesbusinessnet.com/2012/01/06/thenautical-college-pangbourne-1957-1961/
An interesting photo of Duncan Bell
(51-54), still racing stock cars, can be seen
in the Gallery on the OP website. It was
taken at a race he won in Coventry in early
June.

Duncan Bell (51-54)

“This last year has been a pretty busy
time for me,” adds Anthony. “As well as
expanding my renewable energy research
business, we bought an old (over a
thousand years old!) house in Shropshire,
next to a 1,300 year old church, with a
2,600 year old tree in the churchyard –
so, as my friends like to point out, I’m no
longer the oldest thing around. On May
2nd, to celebrate my 75th birthday, Diana
and I got married, in full Regency kit, in the
old church. Representing Pangbourne as
my usher was Jeremy Hodgson (51-54). To
further keep me occupied I am also now
racing a 1935 Straight Eight Railton, called
Rosita.”

Anthony Fenwick-Wilson (53-57; r) and
Best Man Jeremy Hodgson (51-54)

Robin Batt (61-64) was made a
Freeman of the City of London in
September 2014. Then in late October he
became an Alderman of The Honourable
Company of Master Mariners.
Andrew Roy (61-65) won the raffle at
the 2014 OP Dinner at Butchers’ Hall for

“To mark the 70th
anniversary of the D-Day
landings I went over to
France with a party from the
Weymouth Merchant Navy
Association” writes Peter
Tambling (50-53). “There are
times in your life when your
past comes to the fore. For me,
on reaching the West Door into
the Cathedral at Bayeux I found
a line of bishops waiting to
welcome the large congregation. Peter Tambling (50-53), left, and Leonard Chandler (40-43)
at Normandy Beaches parade June 2014
One of them stepped forward
and said “Welcome Peter, I remember
sailing with you as a passenger aboard I know of two OPs who were on parade
the paddle steamer Waverley when for the service at Arromanches – Leonard
you were in command.” He was the Chandler (40-43) and myself. I have
Bishop of the British Legion who also never experienced such a moving and
knew of my eldest son’s choral and memorable four days. We were mobbed
organ works! What a small world! wherever we went.”

a day out on an Extreme 40 catamaran
with Sir Ben Ainslie. After recovering,
he wrote: “What with Iain Percy, one
of the world’s finest sailors being there
and the excitement of the occasion and
meeting old friends and all, it was all quite
intoxicating! So I bid. Anyway, to the day.
The Extreme 40 is a catamaran made up of
two floats, a net and a mast. There were
five crew and eleven boats in the 2014
series. Before Cardiff there had been four
events starting with Singapore and the
previous one had been in St Petersburg.
The next was to be in Istanbul and then
to Nice. The events are held within ports
for the benefit of spectators, so it’s all
pretty confined which just adds to the fun.
Crashes are not uncommon.
“My son and I turned up in Cardiff
on the morning of 21st August, the day
before the serious racing began. We were
hosted by one of the JP Morgan BAR (Ben
Ainslie Racing) team who made sure we
were included in everything. We started
out with some really smart Henri Lloyd
gear and then into a rib chase boat. I
boarded Sir Ben’s and was told where
to sit out of the way and just watch,
which was fascinating for me to see how
the professionals did things. Steering a
catamaran is not easy, they turn slowly, if
at all, but they accelerate like crazy. There
was not too much wind but it was exciting
enough with the hulls flying.
“We had lunch with the crew and then
back out on the water. I was invited to
join in a practice race. I’ve done lots of
racing starts, but eleven 40ft cats going
to a narrow line is, as they say, something
else. These things are almost as wide as

they are long and yet the experts throw
them around as though they are lasers.
Fantastic! Not being as skippy as I used to
be, I had some trouble getting from side
to side quickly enough so I resorted to
rolling! “Ready about …. dive and roll.” I
think Sir Ben was sucking his teeth but it
was the only way I could keep up with the
others. Finally the day was over, a glass
of something cold and a toast to Andrew
Simpson followed. A brilliant day.”
The well-known OP sculptor, Colin
Miller (58-62), held an Open Studio
exhibition of his recent work at the end of
May at his studios in Blakeney, Norfolk. To
see examples of his work, you can contact
Colin at colin@colin-miller.co.uk or by
phone at 01263 740 808.

Colin Miller (58-62) sculpture exhibition

Bill Bailey (58-62) sent us a round-up
of news about OPs in Tenerife. “For the
information of any OPs passing through
Tenerife, I can be contacted on tel: 00 34
15

922 725 941 (res) & 00 34 628 015 207
(mob). Better to forewarn me by email at
bill_bailey44@hotmail.co.uk I live 2,000
ft up a mountain in the south. My wife
Sarah-Jane and I keep ourselves active and
interested, letting out the main part of our
finca on a short term self catering basis. We
can be found at www.ownersdirect.com
Villa C3490.” During 2014 Bill completed
an epic bicycle ride for charity on Tenerife.

he built himself. All told, he put in 24,000
strokes in 20 hours. The College donated
a “fine pair of carbon fibre oars” and also
loaned him a trailer to transport the boat
to Scotland and a launching trolley. In
addition, Jollyon made use of the College
boathouse both to launch the rowing boat
for the first time and as a training hub
on the Thames for two months of daily
training in the Spring.

He adds: “You may be interested to
know that an OP, John Lucas (60-64) who
was in Macquarie, runs a travel business
on Tenerife called TenTravel. He is agent
for, amongst others, Cunard, P&O and
Seaborne on all islands of the archipelago
except Lanzarote and La Palma. Both he
and his son John Jr. (88-91; CCC of McQ)
were on the dockside when the Queen
Mary 2 arrived for a day in January. John
Sr is third generation Canarian English and
very well established here. He lives in a
most spectacular house, built in 1730. The
garden is open to the public and known as
Sitio Litre, (The Orchid Garden) in Puerto
de la Cruz in the north of Tenerife.

So far Jollyon’s row has raised £24,000
for four charities – Combat Stress (the UK’s
leading military mental health charity);
Providence Row (which tackles the root
causes of homelessness); Promise Nepal
(to help leprosy sufferers in Nepal); and
Feltmaker Pensioners (a charity associated
with the Feltmakers’ livery company). Over
the last ten years Jollyon has walked across
Jordan, Iceland and southern Spain for
charity. Four years ago he rowed down the
river Thames from source to Tower Bridge.
To support him click on https://mydonate.
bt.com/fundraisers/greatglenrow

The veteran fund-raiser, Jollyon
Coombs (59-63), made “one final effort
before I get too old” in 2014 – The Great
Glen Row in June. Aged 68 at the time,
with the encumbrance of a triple bypass
and the loss of some lung, he rowed across
Scotland from Fort William to Inverness, a
distance of about 70 miles, in a 15 foot boat

Coombs begins training at Pangbourne
(above) and is soon hard at work (below)

The OP Rep. in Cape Town, Geoff
Popple (58-62), reports that he completed
the gruelling 2014 Cape Argus/Pick
‘n’ Pay Momentum Cycle Tour of the
Cape Peninsula on March 8th in 5 hours
42 minutes. This represented a huge
improvement of nearly an hour on Geoff’s
last effort in 2012. Modestly, he puts it
down to the considerable weight loss he
has achieved in the past two years. More
than 34,500 riders took part in the tour
this year with 31,000 completing the 109
km course. This takes a circular and hilly
route from the centre of Cape Town out to
Cape Peninsula and back. Conditions were
windy but otherwise good.
From Perth, Western Australia, the OP
Rep Paddy Eveleigh (58-61), messaged in
March to report that “we had a Conway,
Worcester, Pangbourne gathering in
Freemantle the other day and had three
from Pangers – Mike Furlong (52-55),
myself and John Firth (54-58) who I now
discover spends half of most years ‘Down
Under’ to escape the British winter. John is

certainly fit – he spends most days cycling
around the traps!”
From South Africa the OP Rep in
Johannesburg,
Shaun Maynard (6064), reports that he breakfasted with
Richard Brooke-Hart (64-69) in Durban
in November. Richard is Chairman of the
Institute of Chartered Shipbrokers so is
travelling a lot in line with his duties. His
business is going well and he plans to sail
the world when he hauls the flag down in
the not too distant future.
John (JGC) Aitken (59-63) and his wife,
Jill, spent a weekend with the Maynards
in December at the end of a South African
holiday. “We go back a long way and I
was their best man when they married 43
years ago,” says Shaun. After Pangbourne
John started as an engineer apprentice
at Yarrows but after two years decided
the wine trade was more to his liking and
spent the rest of his working life in the
business before retiring four years ago.
“He, Nigel Harley (59-64) and I had a lot
fun together in the ‘old’ days,” recalls
Shaun. “John remembered particularly
one Leander Regatta Ball I took them all
to, which kicked off with dinner at The
Swan, then under the able baton of Mr.
Spackman, before floating over to Henley
for an energetic evening of dancing and
drinking vast quantities of champagne in
pint tankards, before racing back to my flat
in London on the M4 in line abreast! Ah,
those were the days….”
Philip Preston (60-64), co-author of
a book on the Battle of Crécy (reviewed
elsewhere in the magazine), got in touch
to let us know about his post-NCP life.
He wrote: “On leaving I spent a couple
of years with J & C Harrisons which in many
ways proved to be my real education. After
some wilderness years, I then studied
architecture as a mature student at the
Architectural Association. Appreciating
that one has but one life, I subsequently
took my family to France where I practiced
for some years. My interest in the Battle of
Crécy came from studying the battlefield,
also from creating a small and very modest
museum of the battle in the village of
Crécy en Ponthieu. It was whilst in Crécy
that I founded the Battle of Crécy Trust
with the generous help of the actor and
longbow expert, Robert Hardy. I am now
amusing myself by writing a guide to the
stained glass windows of the local church.”
Sir Philip ended: “Like many lives,
perhaps typically even, mine has been
one without crescendo. The NCP was,
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of course, a privileged start. Sadly, there
were many boys there with me for whom
a tyrannical regime was both foreign and
damaging. I am in comforting contact with
several of them.”
One of Sir Philip’s friends at the NCP,
Tim Fitzgerald (61-64), is now Reader
in Religion at the University of Stirling in
Scotland. He has worked there since 2001
having previously spent many years in
Japan.
Another itinerant academic is Tim
Quinlan (68-73) who, after Pangbourne,
ended up in South Africa following 18
months in Australia, New Zealand and
Belgium doing various jobs like truck
driving, construction site labourer,
stockman and “realising that I did not want
a life like that and that I did want to study
at university.” So he applied everywhere
and got a place at Cape Town University
where he studied Social Anthropology
to PhD level. After that he fell into a job
working for a conservation organization,
focusing on environmental management
“becoming, I suppose, quite a good
environmental scientist.”
In 2002, the post of Research Director at
HEARD, an independently funded HIV/AIDS
research unit, came up at the University of
Natal in Durban. Tim got the job knowing
nothing about HIV/AIDS but impressing
his interviewers with the argument that
the scale of the HIV problem and the
approaches to dealing with it were similar
to those for environmental degradation
but environmental scientists had much
better theory and methodologies than
those being used by health scientists in
relation to HIV/AIDS. “Getting that job
meant giving up tenure but it was a case
of being in the right place at the right time.

Rory Duffield (00-07), the
youngest of three Duffields to
pass through the College, released
his debut recording in October.
He messaged: “I have been in
Vancouver recording my debut record
at The Farm Studios and have
released it on iTunes and soon to be
on Amazon! I’d like to let all fellow
Old Pangbournians know about my
release. Clearly, at the beginning of
my career, I need as much support as
possible. I think this would be a great
way to start!” In December he staged
a live concert at The Armoury pub in
Wandsworth.. His contact details are:
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/album/
russian-doll-single/id924067203, www.
facebook.com/roryduffieldofficial and
www.roryduffield.com

It was exciting, demanding work and a
hectic eight years for me, but I loved it.” In
2010 he resigned to spend more time with
his children, moving to Greyton, a village
two hours from Cape Town. Today he is
attached to HEARD again and also to the
Free University in Amsterdam. A book on
HIV/AIDS which he co-edited is reviewed
elsewhere in the magazine.
William Shuttleworth (66-70) has
a new job – General Manager of the
Lots Road Auction House in Chelsea,
west London. He says it will “keep him
off the street.” Among his forthcoming
commitments: eight episodes of a flyon-the-wall television series presumably
about the life of an auction house.
From Patrick Roberts (70-75), now
Bursar at Cranleigh School, we learn
that “On leaving Pangbourne I went to
Sandhurst in 1976 and
found it a breeze after the
discipline at school (and
interestingly Sandhurst
at the time wasn’t a good
introduction to Army life
– it is now).

Prof. Tim Quinlan (68-73) with Dr. Segun Ige

“I was commissioned
into the 13th/18th Royal
Hussars and arrived to
find Willie Shuttleworth
(66-70)
and
Simon
Ledger (70-74) - soon
also to be joined by Paul
Scott Masson (74-79) and
later by a few more OPs.
I was variously based
in Germany, Northern
Ireland, Cyprus and UK

Rory Duffield (00-07) released
his debut recording last October

before attending Staff College in 1989 and
then serving again with the Regiment,
7th Armoured Brigade, and in 1993 going
to Bosnia as Chief of Staff British Forces
aged 35 where I was fortunate to be
awarded an MBE. I returned to the UK in
1995 on promotion to Lieutenant Colonel
as a member of the directing staff at the
Staff College, Camberley, before taking
command of the 1st Battalion The Green
Howards (my father’s regiment). I had
a wonderful tour with elements of the
battalion thrown around the world from
Kosovo to Belfast.
“Command was the highlight of my
Army career and so I decided to leave. In
2002 I was appointed Bursar at Cranleigh
School in Surrey, arriving in February 2003.
It is a good school and we have done much
in the past eleven years taking it to well
over 900 pupils, soon to be 1,000 or so,
and on the cusp of opening in Abu Dhabi
for a further 1,600. Finally, may I add that
I am hugely impressed with Pangbourne
today. What a remarkable change from my
day and so much to be proud of.”
“We are all well and living in Gosport,”
reports David Rendle (73-78). “Gail is
working part-time and I am working in
a variety of educational roles, namely:
teacher training, geography fieldwork,
tutoring and some supply teaching to
keep my hand in. The year in Durham was
wonderful for me as I loved my work with
the university, but Gail and Olivia did not
settle, so we cut our losses and moved
south. Additionally, Gail and I are planning
a business venture which will hopefully
mean that we will be very busy around the
Christmas period.”
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For the past 14 years James Billyeald
(87-92) has been teaching Maths and
coaching rugby at prep schools. Currently
he is at Elstree School which he joined in
2006. Before that, he taught at Horris Hill
School from 2001-06. He is an RFU level 2
coach and a qualified rugby referee.

DECADE
REPRESENTATIVES

After Pangbourne he joined F.T. Everard
as a Deck Officer and was at sea from
1992-94. Following a gap year, he moved
to Stenna Line in 1996, serving with them
for a year. Then James changed career
direction and went to Oxford Brookes
University from 1998-2001, taking a degree
in Mathematics and Teacher Education.

We need another representative
for the 1990s. Should you wish to
suggest an event, or to take part in
one, contact:

Ben Brunton (90-95) began clay target
shooting in 1993 while at the College. With
early instruction and coaching, it became
evident that he had an exceptional eye and
natural ability for this demanding sport.
Since then he has represented England
and GB at home and overseas.
In 1999 he became world champion.
Four years later he moved to San Antonio,
Texas, USA with his wife Beth and founded
the North American office of his family
publishing business, Brunton Business
Publications. In the five years that
followed they launched two well-read
shooting magazines – ClayShooting USA,
and TrapShooting USA. “More recently
I have had time to focus again on my
shooting. I am now sponsored by Beretta
and Gamebore and have become the Texas
State FITASC champion and a member
of the England World English Sporting
Team that won Silver at the 2009 world
championship.”
Ed Lucas (00-07) is a Sales Executive at
Softcat Ltd. based in Bristol. Softcat sells
and supports products and solutions from
all the world’s leading IT companies. It was
named No. 1 in the Sunday Times Best
Company to Work For list in 2010. Ed got a
BA in French and German (which he speaks
fluently) from the University of Bristol
in 2012. He later worked for Hargreaves
Lansdown in its SIPPS department and
then as a Business Development Analyst
at DWCC for nine months, both based
in Bristol. In his spare time he teaches
German to any age group.
Jak Rossiter (05-12) was part of the
Great Britain Rugby Sevens side which
romped to victory at the World University
Championships in Brazil in the summer.
The GB team beat Canada, Namibia and
Japan in the group stage before beating
the hosts in the semi-final and defeating
Belgium in the final.
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The following OPs, each representing
a decade of leavers, facilitate OP
reunions and other OP social events.

Jak Rossiter (05-12), part of the winning
Great Britain Rugby Sevens side

1930s
Keith Evans
Tel: 01428 642122

Jak is a student at St. Mary’s University
and plays for Richmond RFC and England
U20s Counties.

1940s
Courtney Edenborough
c.edenborough@btconnect.com

Alex Bourant (06-09) has graduated
from the University of Westminster. He is
now working for a small film production
company based at Old Street on the
edge of the City of London. He still lives
in Clapham. Recently he had overseas
assignments in France and the USA.

1950s
Adrian Stow
adrian.stow@btinternet.com

Rohan Batra (06-11) completed the
Reading Half Marathon in March in 1 hour
42 minutes. He raised £245 for the charity
‘Toe in the Water’ which helps injured
servicemen and women to recover from
their injuries through competitive sailing.
Rohan is a Sailing Instructor and Venue
Technician. Later in the year he was part of
the OP sailing team which took part in the
Arrow Trophy.
Darryl Marfo (07-09) is now a member
of the Harlequins RFC first team squad.
Weighing in at 19 stone, he plays at prop
and often comes on to play the last quarter
of a match.

1960s
David Nicholson
David.Nicholson@pgs.com
1970s
Steve Davis
stephenpauldavis@googlemail.com
1980s
Charlie Parry
charlie@ward-thomas.co.uk
1980s
William Skinner
william.skinner@dege-skinner.co.uk
1990s
William Donaldson
wdonaldson@tri.co.uk
2000s
Lucy Hamblin-Rooke
Lucy.HamblinRooke@pangcoll.co.uk
2000s
Paul Lawrence
paullawrence1@live.co.uk
2010s
Larry Howard
lawrence.howard@hotmail.co.uk

Darryl Marfo (07-09),
first team squad, Harlequins RFC

OPs IN THE NEWS
An OP from Illawarra, Rick Powell (9095), won a gold medal as a member of the
victorious Team GB wheelchair basketball
team which took part in the Invictus Games
in the summer. Four hundred competitors
from 13 countries were involved. All had
been injured in war situations. Rick lost a
leg while serving with the Territorial Army
in Iraq (see story on front cover).
In August The Court of Alderman
of the City of London confirmed that,
subject to successful election, Past Prime
Warden Alderman Jeffrey Evans (61-66)
would become the 688th Lord Mayor of
the City of London in November 2015. As
such he will be the second OP to hold this
prestigious office following Sir Robin Gillett
(39-43) who was the 649th Lord Mayor in
1976-77. Jeffery’s mother Company is the
Shipwrights of which the OP President,
Nigel Hollebone (59-63), and Chairman
Merrick Rayner (68-73), are members.
Nigel sent Jeffrey Evans the following
message: “CONGRATULATIONS! Not only
will the Shipwrights be proud but so
too will Pangbourne College and all Old
Pangbournians.” After the NCP Jeffrey
went to Pembroke College, Cambridge,
where he read Economics. His career in
the City began in 1972 at Clarksons, the
shipbrokers. Since then he has worked at
several departments in the company and
in 1979 became Managing Director of its
Gas Division. Clarksons is now the world’s
largest shipbroker. Jeffrey is also a director
of Maritime London and a member of the
Baltic Exchange.
Three OPs are among a 20-person
committee, AGINCOURT 600, formed to
oversee commemorations in 2015 linked
to the 600th anniversary of the Battle of
Agincourt. OPs Dr. Sinclair Rogers (5558), Captain Tony Poulter OBE (60-65)
and Rupert Meacher (87-90) are working
closely with another commemorative
group, WATERLOO 200, which will also
be recognising a famous victory in France
this year. Any OPs who would like to get
involved or support this commemoration
with a donation can contact Sinclair Rogers,
Chairman of the Agincourt 600 Committee
at sinclairrogers@btinternet.com
Captain Miles Eden-Smith (54-57)
represented the OP Society and laid
a wreath in the Sunken Garden at the

Miles Eden-Smith (54-57) at the Merchant Navy Day Commemorative Service

Merchant Navy Day Commemorative
Service and Reunion at the MN Memorial,
Tower Hill, London on Sunday 7th
September. Afterwards he messaged:
“From a wreath-layer’s point of view, this
service was difficult because many veterans
of the conflicts who were amongst us and
in the parade had to stand on their feet for
a couple of hours. Those more privileged
were seated between the WWI and WWII
memorials. It was a far bigger spectacle
then that on Remembrance Sunday. The
crowds were swelled because of the
multitude making for the river boats to see
the Tall Ships.”

The MN Parade marched off at 1230
hours and was inspected by the First Sea
Lord, Admiral Sir George Zambellas. A
Commemorative Service followed. The
OP wreath was laid after the reading.
Any OP who would like to attend the
reception next year should contact the MN
Association by email at R546060@aol.com
or by telephone to 01472 277266.
In an article published in the October
issue of Standpoint magazine, Nigel
Vinson (44-48) argued that “anyone who
cares about the hardware of democracy
should be concerned that in the European

HMS Mercury, the Royal Navy’s
Communications and Navigation school,
occupied the Peel family Leydene Estate
two miles north west of Clanfield,
Hampshire, from 1941 to 1993. Over half a
million personnel served at Mercury during
its 52 year existence. At the end of October

a scheme was launched on the estate
to commemorate Mercury’s existence
by placing blue plaques on selected
buildings. The first plaque was
installed at the Rising Sun, Clanfield,
by Commodore Peter Swan and OP
Commander Keith Evans (33-37).
Keith served at Mercury as Captain’s
Secretary during World War II.
Keith also appeared on BBC television
in June in a programme devoted to the
construction, career and destruction
of the famous British cruiser-battleship
HMS Hood. He served on Hood in
1938-39 and recalled life on board
what was, at the time, the world’s
biggest, fastest and most heavily
armed naval warship. Hood was
sunk in an epic naval engagement in
World War II by the German pocket
battleship Bismarck in the Denmark
Straits in 1941.
Keith Evans (33-37), right of picture
(Copyright Keith Woodland)

19

Parliamentary elections on May 22, 2014,
almost a quarter of a million people voted
for an unknown political party called ‘An
Independence from Europe’ which did
not exist until March 26, 2014.” According
to Lord Vinson, this new party name and
slogan “were deliberately placed on the
ballot paper to confuse voters. It was
a blatant example of ‘passing off’ one
party for another” – in this instance, he
asserted, due to a falling-out within UKIP.
He went on to suggest that the Electoral
Commission, which sanctioned the name
of the new party for the ballot paper, “is
not fit for purpose in its present form. It
should be abolished and replaced by an
organisation with much less potential for
political bias and more clearly defined
responsibilities and powers.”
In the annual awards of the Ocean
Cruising Club (OCC) for contributions to
offshore sailing, Ewen Southby-Tailyour
(55-59), who inspired the biannual Jester
Challenge, was awarded an OCC Jester
Medal in 2014 for his work in promoting
the event. The Jester Challenge involves
boats under 30ft competing in a singlehanded ‘race’ to Atlantic destinations. It
was first run to Newport, USA, in 2006.
Anthony Bayne-Charles (96-01), the
son of R’n’B singer Billy Ocean, represented
Barbados in the Commonwealth Games
rugby seven-a-side competition at Ibrox
Park in Glasgow, Scotland. Bayne-Charles
stepped out for Barbados on the basis
that his mother, Judy Bayne, hails from
the Caribbean island. The experience
was a tough one. The unfancied Bajans,
late substitute participants in the Games,
crashed out after heavy defeats to New
Zealand, Scotland, Canada and Sri Lanka.
Pangbourne College Head of Rugby David
Metcalfe (96-01), who was in the same
year group at the College as the 31-yearold, nevertheless said: “It was great to
see Anthony representing Barbados at the
Commonwealth Games and hopefully his
experience at the highest level of the game
will serve as inspiration for our budding
Sevens players.”
Bayne-Charles discovered rugby while
growing up in England. After an invitation
from a coach who knew his Caribbean
heritage, he finally emulated his megastar
father by performing in front of a huge
crowd on a big stage — albeit a far grassier
one. “Music is in my blood, but the route I
chose was out of the shadow of my father.
I wanted to do my own thing,” BayneCharles told journalists afterwards. “I think
that’s one of the things that he embedded
in me. It’s been amazing. It’s an electric
20

ambitious strategy to grow the brand over
the next five years. There are already a
great number of assets available to us
including a network of 700 offices in 54
countries, listings on www.sothebysrealty.
com which is now the world’s largest
residential property website, and an
enviable relationship with the Sotheby’s
auction house.”

Anthony Bayne-Charles (96-01)

feeling, when the crowd gets behind you.
It pumps you up man.” Bayne-Charles was
two when Billy Ocean became a household
name with the 1984 hit Caribbean Queen
which won him a Grammy.
In September Malcolm GrahamWood (70-75) was in the news, berating
AIM-listed oil and gas explorer Tangiers
Petroleum which had raised more than £4
million in February 2012 to prospect off
Australia and Morocco. By August 2014
the shares in this company had lost nearly
two thirds of their value and trading in
the shares was suspended. Tangiers then
proposed to raise another million pounds
“for working capital and the assessment
of new ventures.” This statement upset
Malcolm who was quoted in The Times
Market Report as saying: “I have seen
some outrageous statements in 35 years
looking at energy companies but this really
does take the biscuit.” Malcolm, once
chairman of the OP Society, is founder of
HydroCarbon Capital and a blogger on all
matters hydrocarbon.
Former College governor Robin
Paterson (69-73) returned to the UK in
2014, after a spell developing a resort
complex in the Caribbean, and bought
a share of Sotheby’s international real
estate business.
In mid-September he emailed: “I am
pleased to announce that in July, Chris
Palmer, my former Hamptons International
partner, and I bought the UK Sotheby’s
International Realty business. Our return
to the residential property market is
solely as a result of the opportunity to
acquire an iconic brand, and we have an

The travails of Jamie Lonsdale (72-77)
and his decision to sell Kingstone Lisle
Park, an impressive estate near Wantage
in Oxfordshire, continue to intrigue the
national press. In mid-September The
Times devoted two pages in its ‘Bricks &
Mortar’ section to new developments
in the saga. In 2013 the estate and main
building, which dates back to 1677, went
on the market for £35 million. Since then
the price has been reduced to £30 million
and the estate split into several different
lots. Lonsdale’s ex-wife Laura was a
schoolfriend of Diana, Princess of Wales.
The couple divorced in 2011. Since then
Jamie has married a Russian pole dancer
named Crystal Knight. Kingstone Lisle Park
estate is being sold to finance the divorce
settlement.
The Financial Times devoted a full page
in its August 9th issue in the weekend
feature ‘Lunch with the FT’ to a profile of
Jefferson Hack (85-87), the co-founder of
what it termed the “alternative style bible
Dazed & Confused.”

they did when I was in Richard Jones’s Billy
Budd in Amsterdam which happened to be
set in my old school, Pangbourne.” Now
55, Chris is learning new roles as he says
he is too old to play adolescents any more.
You can follow Chris on his blog ‘Our Man
on the Inside.’

(at school). I felt like an outsider and used
to get picked on.” Today he speaks in an
“estuary-meets-transatlantic accent.”
“Hack is the epitome of a modern
media entrepreneur, skilled in blurring
boundaries between readers, commercial
sponsors and journalists,” the article
stated. “In 2012 he founded an advertising
agency, MAD. A key part of Dazed’s
business model is Dazed White Label,
launched last year to make creative
content for brands. Clients include Armani,
Chanel and Swarovski.
The interview claimed that Jefferson is
“less gangster now,” no longer has much
time for the hedonistic lifestyle extolled
in his magazine and is an engaging
conversationalist. Dazed & Confused (now
just Dazed) has gone from strength to
strength and is distributed in 41 countries
and has an office in South Korea. The print
edition appears six times a year while the
amount of content on Dazed’s website has
doubled recently.
Also in the Financial Times, Winton,
the hugely successful London-based
hedge fund founded by David Harding
(72-78), was reported at the end of July
to have paid its staff and partners £197
million in dividends and salaries in 2013.
Recently Winton increased the assets in
its low-cost equities fund to more than
$1 billion. In total it has about $25 billion
under management using secret computer
codes that analyze patterns in markets.

Two OP rowers stormed to success
in late-July on the world stage, securing
silver medals for the GB Rowing Team at
the World Rowing U23 Championships
in Varese, Italy. Charles Waite-Roberts
(06-11) grabbed a silver medal in the
lightweight men’s pair final. Charles, along
with partner Wilf Kimberley, held off a
strong challenge from the Canadian team
and finished just half a second behind the
Czech Republic on the 2,000m course.
Advert for Powder Byrne Sailing Academy,
founded by Rory Byrne (74-78)

Byrne, a company owned by Rory Byrne
(74-78) highlighting a new venture aimed
at teaching children to learn to sail –
namely the Powder Byrne Sailing Academy
based at Resort Valle dell’Erica, Sardinia.
Christopher Gillett (71-75) made
a fleeting appearance on BBC Two’s
Gardeners’ World in June – talking about
the soothing influence of the beautiful
gardens at Glyndebourne Opera where
he was appearing as Valzacchi in Der
Rosenkavalier. It was the first time the
increasingly well-known tenor had worked
at Glyndebourne for more than 20 years.

Mike Smith (60-65) hosted a successful
event for 60 business leaders in Edinburgh
in early May devoted to promoting trust
and integrity in the global economy (TIGE).
Attended by a capacity audience, the
event was held in conjunction with the
law firm Tods Murray’s Women in Business
Network. TIGE was established in the wake
of the global banking and economic crises
of 2007-08.

Jefferson Hack (85-87)

According to the feature, Jefferson,
now 43, is editorial director and publisher
of the Dazed Group. This has two other
magazines focused on luxury fashion. Last
year it launched Dazed Vision to make
editorial and branded films for dazeddigital.com which attracted 1.7 million
visitors in June. His time at Pangbourne
was not mentioned except for a reference
to his American accent (the result of
his father’s globetrotting lifestyle as an
international salesman) which “didn’t help

In March Mike messaged to say that
St Paul Press in Mumbai, India, was
publishing an edition of his book The
Fullness of Life later in the year. “This is
somewhat surprising as they are a leading
Catholic publishing house and I’m an
unrepentant non-conformist Protestant!”
He had just returned from a two-week visit
to Richmond, Virginia, Washington DC and
Memphis, Tennessee. The Richmond Times
Dispatch, the leading paper of the State of
Virginia, published a piece he submitted
about trust in the modern world.
In March the Sunday Times UltraTravel
magazine carried a full page ad by Powder

Georgia Francis (08-13) and
Charles Waite-Roberts (06-11)

This triumph was followed up by a
second silver for Georgia Francis (08-13),
aged 19. Georgia was part of the women’s
eight who came second to the USA team,
having battled hard to see off their German
and Australian rivals. It was a first success
on the world stage for Georgia while it was
Charles’ second successive silver medal at
the World Rowing U23 Championships,
having been part of the lightweight coxless
fours in Linz, in Austria, last year.

Chris Gillett (71-75) in ‘A Harlot’s Progress’
(coutesy of Photowerk)

In an interview for the Glyndebourne
website Chris talked about the time he
spent singing the role of Lovelace in A
Harlot’s Progress in Vienna. In his words:
“Living in Vienna for two months was very
useful for Der Rosenkavalier. Everything
about the designs makes sense to me, as

Georgia Francis (r; 08-13) with her
silver medals at Varesse
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Glasgow-based Aggreko, the leading
temporary power provider, appointed
British Gas managing director Chris
Weston (77-82) as its new chief executive
in 2014. Aggreko said that Weston will be
based in both Glasgow and London.

Just a small selection - sailors from 759 clubs in 67 countries took part Barts Bash

The largest sailing race ever was held
in memory of Andrew (Bart) Simpson
(90-95) in 2014. As a result, more
than £136,000 was raised for the
Andrew Simpson Sailing Foundation.
Some 17,000 sailors from 759 clubs
in 67 countries took part in the global
event on September 21. Hundreds of
races were held from New Zealand
to Hawaii, Australia and Newquay.
The organisers of this extravaganza
(titled Bart’s Bash) devised a way of
handicapping the entire fleet, using
everything from boat class to wind
speed, to determine a final ranking.
The race was also billed as a
metaphor for how Andy lived his
life – it was “about valuing what
we have that is great, competing
at the highest level, seeking to
support every up and coming sailor,
sharing experience, providing
encouragement, expecting
dedication and commitment.”

The event at Bosham, reported OP
Society chairman Merrick Rayner
(68-73), proved to be “a very special
day with the weather playing its
part so beautifully. In death as in life
Andrew’s spirit has touched
so many.

Earlier in the year a sailing centre set
up in memory of Bart was opened
officially at the Weymouth and
Portland National Sailing Academy
by his friends Sir Ben Ainslie and Iain
Percy. Bart died aged 36 while training
for the America’s Cup in San Francisco
Bay on May 9th, 2013. In his memory
more than £500,000 was raised to set
up the centre which will offer tuition
to encourage all ages and abilities to
take up sailing. A fund-raising effort
by OPs contributed over £26,000.

“In November I visited Adelaide to be present at a major fund-raising
dinner hosted by the City of Adelaide Board and Management Committee,”
writes Richard Strachan (58-62), the OP Rep in Melbourne.
“The event was attended by over 200 other guests including current
and past State and Federal Ministers, the cream of Adelaide society and
the CEOs of an astonishing number of South Australian companies that had
already donated expertise, labour and material support to the preservation
and eventual restoration of the ship. From the speeches I learned that:

Marcus Gondolo-Gordon (88-93)
with one of his rescued children

save us. For a good few hours we didn’t
even see any crew – we didn’t know if they
were even there. Clearly, there were no
safety precautions.”In an email afterwards
to the OP Society Marcus added: “We have
all gladly survived. We were separated,
and our youngest was hospitalised in
Italy. We were repatriated by Hercules
C130. I’m proud to say that it was a huge
dose of Fortiter ac Fideliter that pulled me
through the night before being reunited
with my youngest.” In the photo Marcus
is wearing dry clothing given him by the
Italian Air Sea Rescue.

Everybody was very generous and we
sold all 250 of our £5 per ticket raffle
tickets. The final total raised looks to
be at least £2,500.”

The Andrew Simpson sailing centre
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According to the Glasgow Herald
newspaper, he will earn a basic salary of
£750,000 a year and receive a £2.2 million
golden hello to compensate for lost share
options at BG’s parent company Centrica.
Chris Weston joined Centrica in 2001 after
a career in the telecomms industry. Before
that he served in the Royal Artillery and
then earned a science degree as well as
an MBA and PhD from Imperial College,
London. Chris was CCCC of the College
1981-82.

CITY OF ADELAIDE An Update

Chris Weston (77-82),
Aggreko Chief Executive

Marcus Gondolo-Gordon (88-93),
the OP Rep on Corfu, was one of several
hundred passengers rescued in heavy
seas in the Adriatic from the Norman
Atlantic ferry which caught fire at the end
of December while sailing from Greece to
Italy. Marcus, 40, was travelling with his
wife Mia and their two daughters, Phaedra
and Seraphina. More than 400 people
were rescued during the disaster but as
many as 100 may have perished.
According to a report in The Times on
December 31st, Mia stated: “We got woken
by the smell of smoke, not by a fire alarm.
We went on deck and there was smoke
and flames coming from one direction
and there was just complete panic. There
was nobody telling us what we should do.
There were people pulling lifejackets out
of my hands. A grown man tried to take
my lifejacket from me. The ugly side of
human nature was really coming out. And
there was no direction whatsoever. We
just moved away from the smoke and the
flames and soon realised that the safety
boats and the lifeboats were not going to

The November issue of Waterways
World magazine featured the recent
narrowboat experiences of Capt. Ian Tew
(56-60), one of the world’s leading marine
salvage experts. In 2012 he bought a 59’
traditional steel narrowboat called Merlot
with a friend. Since then he has explored
the Grand Union canal, the Thames
(including a visit to London), the Kennet &
Avon Canal and the waterways from Bristol
to Sharpness. In 2014 he voyaged up the
Shroppie into Wales on the Llangollen
Canal.

* In view of its importance to Australia’s national heritage and to
the maritime world in general, the Federal Government contributed
850,000 Australian dollars (about £440,000) towards the cost of the
transportation of CoA to South Australia.
* Land in Port Adelaide has been allocated by the South
Australian Government to provide the ship with a permanent (nonfloating) home as the centrepiece in a proposed new ‘Maritime
Heritage Tourist Precinct’ in the port.

The next day I was allowed to see the hull. A close-up exterior view of
the ship’s timbers suggested far less deterioration than I suspected. A huge
amount of work remains to be done with replacement planking, calking
and re-sheathing. Yet nothing seemed impossible.
Inside, much experimental work has been undertaken in the sandblasting and specialist paint-coating of the metal support beams of the
deck heads. The transformation on this and various other aspects of City
of Adelaide’s now bare poop area is quite astonishing. Quite a few of the
original brass scuttles are in place and an Adelaide firm of metal workers is
contributing as many reproductions as required.
The ship’s association with the NCP and Pangbourne College was once
a bit of a local mystery, but no longer! I have made my own contribution
to the ship’s restoration fund and hope that other OPs might do so. Also,
might I suggest that the Headmaster contemplate naming something at the
College after this so far unrecognised, yet historically important, part of our
Devitt & Moore heritage?
Should any OPs visit Adelaide in the coming years they will be welcome
to look over the ship as VIPs. Please contact either me (richard.strachan@
bigpond.com) or the CoA Management Committee in advance to make sure
this happens.”

Capt. Ian Tew (56-60) on the bridge
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PROFILE:
The Knight’s Tale

NEWS FROM OP LADIES
Alice Hopkin (06-08) is
serving in the Royal Navy. She
writes: “As you may know I
joined the Royal Navy in 2014
and passed out in June having
won the Captain’s prize for
best recruit. Before joining the
RN I qualified as a nurse from
Cardiff University gaining a first
class honours degree. I’m now
working in Portsmouth as a
staff nurse while also preparing
for ops.”

Emma Draper (Cork;
96-00), who featured in the
2014 magazine, got in touch
to let us know that she is still
enjoying life in Wembury, a
village on the south coast of
Devon. She has two young
children and is married to Jon.
She writes that she is
looking forward to the year
ahead with many milestones
including
her
daughter
Phoebe completing her first
year at primary school and
her son Dexter starting at preschool.

In November Alice was
one of six nurses chosen to
represent the Naval Nursing
Service at the Festival of
Remembrance in the Royal
Albert Hall in London on
Saturday evening November
8th. The following morning on
Remembrance Sunday she was
on guard outside the Foreign
& Commonwealth Office in
Whitehall as wreaths were laid
by the country’s leaders at the
Cenotaph.
Alice’s younger sister Sarah
Hopkin (07-11) is in her
final year at Nottingham
Trent University reading Fashion
Merchandising. She is planning on going
to Australia when she graduates for
work and travel.

Alice Hopkin (06-08) pictured centre, wearing glasses
(Keith Woodland Crown Copyright 2014)

Currently Claire is building her own
camelid-specific clinic and hopes to
open it this Spring.

Olivia Thomas (04-11) graduated
from Sussex University with a 2.1 in
English Literature in July.
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Having passed her exams,
she became a Diplomate of
the American College of Veterinary
Internal Medicine and later acquired a
Master’s degree.
Following a further year at Ohio
State as a clinical instructor, she
returned to the UK to run the Farm
Animal and Camelid Hospital at the
Royal Veterinary College. After four
years she moved on to set up her own
practice near Whitchurch, catering for
camelid species at referral level.

Claire Owen (Hall; 98-01) reports
that in June, 2013 she married Chilton
Owen who she met seven years ago
whilst training as a ski instructor in
Canada. Today the couple are settled
in the Cotswolds and Claire works as
a property-buying consultant for The
Buying Solution.

At university she received the
School Prize for her endeavours in
founding a poetry society. Since then
she has started her first job – as a
Business Development Executive at
Commerce Decisions, a company based
in Milton Park, near Oxford. It helps the
government and the Ministry of Defence
during their procurement processes.

Claire Whitehead (90-92),
one of the first girls to attend
the College on a full-time
basis, is a camelid species
vet. She graduated from
Edinburgh in 1999, worked
for a few years in mixed and
small animal practice before
heading to the US for a three
year residency in Large Animal
Internal Medicine.

Claire Whitehead (90-92)
at her wedding in 2013

She married Damion in September,
2013 and has a little girl, Grace. The
Matron of Honour at her wedding was
Charlotte Butterworth (Drake; 90-92)
and Paul Baller (87-92) also attended
the ceremony. Claire is in touch with
James McKenzie (87-92) and had the
pleasure of visiting him and his wife in
Vancouver a few years ago.

It will astonish the vast majority of OPs
who now look back wistfully on their years
at the College through rose-tinted glasses,
writes Barney Spender (76-81), but some
people really didn’t enjoy themselves
at Pangbourne. Ackers was one thing,
bullying quite another.

And then, of course, there has been
the obligatory grisly murder. “Yes, we
have one of those. The Stanfield Hall
murder. The murderer was named
Blomfield Rush. He was the last man to
be hanged in public (in England), outside
Norwich gaol.”

By the time I arrived at the College in
1976, bullying seemed pretty negligible,
at least nothing more than expected
after reading Tom Brown’s Schooldays.
There were plenty of sixth-formers trying
to be flash but none that could pass for
Flashman.

Philip’s own claim to fame stems from
his work in France at the site of one the
English (and Welsh) Army’s finest hours. “I
found myself living in Crécy-en-Ponthieu
and felt I should make something of it,”
he explains. “After a letter to The Times
I was contacted by (the actor) Robert
Hardy. Together we formed the Battle of
Crécy Trust.”

But ten years earlier, when Battle of
Crécy historian Philip Preston (60-63) was
a cadet, it was, he claims, a lot worse. “I
have no good memories of
the place,” says Preston. “I
naturally preferred to sit on
my arse rather than have it
thrashed! It was the staff
mainly.”
Preston, who claims he
was sent to Pangbourne
because he was “too slow for
Winchester or Westminster
and had expressed a whim
for the sea”, is brief to the
point of curt in his views
on the College. What is
your ‘dinner table’ story
about Pangbourne?, I ask. “I
change the subject,” comes
the reply. Were there any
good moments? “No.”

Sir Philip Preston (60-63)

Archers at Crécy (Philip Preston pictured far left)

Ah. Not much of a story for a former pupils’ magazine, really,
except that this is the Knight’s Tale and a reflection once again
of how OPs, more often than not, walk through fire and come
out smelling of freshly cut grass the other side. Apologies to Ron
Horner for the mixed metaphor.
In spite of his ‘ordeal’ at the NCP, Preston did go to sea. And
then went on to study architecture. In 1980, after the death
of his cousin Sir Ronald Douglas Hildebrand Preston, it was a
case of “Arise Sir Philip”. In a breath, he became the 8th Preston
Baronet of Beeston St Lawrence.
With rank came a colourful heritage. Philip’s best known
forebear was a stickler for precision, a quality that arguably
started the American War of Independence.
“Henry Hulton cost us the colonies,” says Preston. “He was
chief of customs in Boston. The tea party? His fault.”

Since then Trustees have included
the Master of the Royal
Armouries, the director of
the National Army museum,
Dr. Andrew Ayton and other
well known academic alumni.
Several years ago Preston
combined with Ayton to
produce an authoritative
tome, The Battle of Crécy,
1346 (see Book Reviews). He
is now hoping for something
more tangible at Crécy than
the muddy field and wooden
tower that commemorate the
battle. “The aim is to create
a museum of the battle and
so to help a commune short
of funds, short of know how,
short of umpf.”

He adds: “I was sent to Paris
to the Musée de l’Armée to invite the director to join us. He
turned to me and asked: “Why celebrate a defeat?” I replied
that to the best of my knowledge we (France and Britain) fought
side by side recently in two World Wars and that history’s voice
was a legitimate one.” Still, if French bureaucracy is anything to
go by, Preston faces a rather lengthier battle than Edward III ever
did.
In the meantime, he has softened slightly, ever so slightly, on
the subject of Pangbourne. He would be glad, for example, to
conduct a tour of the battlefield for current pupils and he also
hankers after two friends that he did make during his years at
what he calls ‘Stalag Pang.’
“Yes, Paul ‘Sibbo’ Sibbering (60-64) and Tim Fitzgerald (6164). It would be good to catch-up, preferably while they have a
glass of bitter in their hand.” An evening in The Swan beckons
methinks.
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PANGBOURNE
DYNASTIES - PART 2

WHERE ARE THEY
NOW?

“In my article in the 2014 OP magazine,”
writes Lionel Stephens, “I stated that there are
five families who were third generation Old
Pangbournians. However, I had omitted the
Brundell/Feary family, as was pointed out by Ben
Brundell (53-56). I am now glad to be able to put
this right.”

This black and white photo has been
provided by Tony Morrow (58-62). It is
believed to date from January 1958 –
Tony’s first term at the NCP – since he is
wearing a lanyard tied tight horizontally as
all first-termers did at that time.
The teacher shown is Bobby Aitken.
The occasion is thought to be the wedding
of Richard Norris to Mary when this group
acted as the choir and Lionel Stephens was
Best Man.

First in line was the grandfather Philip Brundell
(20-22) who spent most of his career in Argentina
where he became a prominent member of the
large British community there. He worked in the
meat packing industry and was awarded the CBE
for services to the British Council. He died in 1976.

One notable fact about this group is
that the large majority went to sea either
in the Merchant or Royal Navy – one of the
last generations of Pangbournians to do
so, before defence cutbacks in the 1960s
shrunk the RN and the British-flagged MN
went into terminal decline.
With the help of various people we
have identified most of the 17 people
shown and attach brief details of what
they did after the NCP – but would like to
know rather more. At least three of the
17 – Messrs Ali, Green and Chappell - are
listed as ‘Lost’ in the OP records.
Back row (l to r): AJ Malcolm (55-59) –
now known as Oldham-Malcolm, entered
the RN, left early, worked in the Midlands
and today lives in Cornwall; Paul Way (5458) – retired from RN as a Lt. Cdr in 1971,
worked for British Urban Regeneration
Assoc., present whereabouts unknown;
M.J.M. Newberry (56-60) – joined P&O;
after MN worked for Formica and then
went into advertising.

Next row down (l to r): P.H.R.E. Evans
(57-61) – Port Line - MN. Runs a market
gardening business in Somerset; W.R.B.
Pelly (57-61) – art dealer in Lyme Regis,
suffers from ill-health; R.C. Aitken –
choirmaster; Housemaster of Harbinger
1956-69. Died in 2003.
Next row down (l to r): Peter Somers
(55-59) – Army officer, later flew with Dan
Air, awarded OBE, lives in France; Charles
Heron-Watson (57-61) – served in the RN,
later became a fund-raiser; I.G.N. Ali (5761) – joined MN with Blue Star Line, later a
shipping manager in New Zealand; Stuart
Robertson (58-60) – moved to Canada,
became a writer, authored books on

gardening and had a newspaper column.
Died in 2010; A.J.C. Morrow (58-62) –
joined the RN, became a Commodore, last
commander of the Royal Yacht Britannia.
Today is Clerk to the Worshipful Company
of Butchers in the city of London.
Front row (l to r): Unknown; Ian
Shuttleworth (57-62) – RN & Jubilee
Sailing Trust; Rob Green (59-62) RN officer,
on retirement moved to New Zealand; Guy
Chappell (57-60) – Royal Navy – “lost”;
M.J. Palmer (57-62) – RN until retirement
1983; Richard Shuttleworth (57-62) –
Royal Navy and helicopter pilot in Oman
and London.

This colour photo dates from the autumn
of 2006 when OPs played the College at
hockey.
In the back row (l to r) are:
Tristan Haines (92-99), Will Gubb (01-06),
Josh Rees (01-06), Ollie Johnson (99-06),
Joe Binfield (01-06), Will Preece (01-06),
Ed Lea (00-05).
In the front row are:
Rachel Wheeler (04-06), Rosie O’Reilly
(01-06), Lucy Dickinson (01-06), Holly
Binfield (98-03), Natalia Brenner (01-06)
Chloe Newman (99-06).
If you know what these OPs are currently
up to, please contact us at OP@pangcoll.
co.uk
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ANOTHER ‘FORGOTTEN’
OP HERO
“My father George Grandage
attended Pangbourne from 1918
to 1920 and spent much of the
pre-World War II years in the
Merchant Navy, mainly in the
Orient Line on the UK/Australia
run. He joined the RNR in 1924
and after several periods of RN
training he was attached to
the carrier HMS Courageous in
July 1939,” writes his son Jerry
Grandage (53-58).
On September 18th of that
year, some two weeks after the
outbreak of war, Courageous
and several destroyers were
escorting a convoy of merchant
George Grandage (18-20)
ships southwest of Ireland (the
Western Approaches). George was Officer-on-Watch at about 8pm when
Courageous was struck by two torpedoes.
Sinking was rapid and he was sucked under and returned to the surface
three times before being rescued by a merchant ship and finally transferred
to one of the destroyers. In recent years I have done some ‘research’ using
the websites www.uboataces.com and www.maritimequest.com which
shed further light on the Courageous sinking.

Ben Brundell (53-56)

His son Ben, a former Chief of the College,
also worked and lived abroad. After training at
the Royal Agricultural College, Cirencester (as
it then was), he spent a short time employed in
sugar plantations before moving to Argentina to
work in the meat industry. In 1980 he moved to
Chile where he married Moira. At first he ran Esso
service stations but eventually concentrated on
teaching English as a foreign language.
Ben’s sister married and had two sons, James
Feary (76-79) and Andrew Feary (78-81). James,
in fact, became the first third generation OP.
After Pangbourne he moved into the computer
software business before setting up his own
corporate entertainment and team building
business in the early 1990s. To expand this, he
now spends much of his time in the U.S. Always
a keen rugby player, he retired from the game at
the age of 45 but remains involved by coaching a
high school team in Atlanta, Georgia. He has two
teenage daughters.
Andrew spent 25 years in banking before
moving into telecommunications. A keen golfer,
he ran the OP Golf Society for nearly ten years. He
is married and also has two teenage daughters.
James says that they both gained much from their
years at Pangbourne – “hard work, determination,
good friendships and a positive outlook.”

Otto Schuhart was commander of one of several U-boats (U-29)
patrolling the area and spotted a Swordfish aircraft, indicating a carrier not
far away. Joe Clarke was a 19 year old radio operator on Courageous and
was on watch at the time (possibly on the bridge with George).

HMS Courageous sinking in 1939 (photo courtesy of Imperial War Museum)

Based on their comments, it seems that at a crucial moment Courageous
turned into the wind (presumably under George’s orders) to enable a
Swordfish to take off and so was well positioned for Schuhart’s torpedo
attack. The sinking was the first U-boat offensive against the Royal Navy
in World War II, and it persuaded the Admiralty not to use carriers in the
Western Approaches for some years because of their vulnerability. So the
strategic ramifications were substantial.
Following this harsh introduction to the realities of war at sea, George
was busy for much of the next six years, notably in beach landings in various
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locations. He kept detailed notes throughout the war and before
his death in 1986 he used them to compile a lengthy account
(26,000 words!) of his wartime experiences on which this article
is based. The original notes are now held by the Imperial War
Museum.
From late 1939 to August 1942 George had several
appointments which collectively illustrate the drama, danger and
sometimes tedium of war. These included his task of supervising
the tedious, but crucially important, process of marking lines
and buoy locations on about 1,000 copies of the charts issued
to the multitude of smaller vessels which evacuated the British
Expeditionary Forces from Dunkirk. Many of these vessels and
their skippers had never previously crossed the English Channel
and were lacking in navigational experience and equipment.
After Dunkirk he was one of a few RNR officers flown to
Bordeaux to evacuate ships and 215,000 British and Allied troops
from ports on the west coast of France which had not yet fallen
to the Germans.
George’s involvement in amphibious warfare began in late
1942 and continued until June 1944. This followed a somewhat
monotonous period which prompted him to approach the
Admiralty to ask for “a more active and ambitious job.” His
request led to an attachment with the Combined Operations Force
which had recently
been assembled from
appropriate
Army
and Navy personnel.
He
subsequently
participated in the
landings in North
Africa, Sicily, southern
Calabria, Salerno, Anzio
(near Rome) and finally
Normandy. He was in
command of an LST
(Landing Ship, Tank)
for all these operations
except North Africa.

both of which were sometimes unknown. George comments
that “I don’t think I ever got over that feeling of considerable
anxiety when running onto a beach, even though I had to do it
scores of times.”
Following beaching, tanks and other vehicles were off-loaded
through its doors onto a ramp mounted in the bow. Loading
capacity was 2,100 tons and on one occasion George’s LST
carried 19 tanks (mostly Shermans), 50 other vehicles, 3 Bofors
40mm guns, and 272 men.
Each amphibious operation lasted several weeks and
involved many beachings. The cycle of loading, steaming to
the destination, beaching, off-loading and return typically took
around 36 hours.
George’s initial beaching on the Calabrian coast was notable
in being the first landing of the war on the European mainland.
Anzio was his biggest operation. This lasted some 11 weeks
starting 25 January 1944, with a break of four weeks when his LST
was undergoing repairs. It was also his most hazardous, due both
to enemy action and wintry weather. Often he was the senior
officer in a convoy of eight or ten LSTs and was thus on the bridge
for long periods. He was awarded a DSC for his contribution to
the Anzio landings.

After
Anzio
George’s LST flotilla
returned home for
some well-deserved
leave.
The
Sicily,
Calabria,
Salerno
and Anzio operations
had
a
combined
duration of “nine hard
working months since
we last left home.”
George’s subsequent
involvement in D-Day
proved to be much
The LST was the
shorter than at Anzio
largest
of
several
and he was not involved
The Grandage LST 366
special purpose vessels
in the initial landings
(photo courtesy of www.navsource.org)
developed for landing
on the beaches of
Army personnel and
Normandy. Tidal range
their hardware on beaches. It must have been a curious beast.
here was far more significant than in the Mediterranean and this
George describes it as “just about the ugliest ship that ever sailed
presented new challenges.
the seas”; also as “the most unorthodox ship ever built” which
required unorthodox handling procedures when manoeuvring.
The Normandy operation was to be the last chapter in
In heavy seas its rolling motion was shocking. Still, it was vital to
George’s war contribution.
the war effort and there were never enough of them.
After the war he returned to the Orient Line but had to retire
The actual beaching process demanded much nautical skill.
on a minimal pension in 1953 at age 48 due to ‘ill health.’ This
There were two crucial decisions – knowing when to stop the
related to several breakdowns he suffered in the early 1950s –
engines, and knowing when to let go the stern anchor. The ship
no doubt a delayed reaction to the continual stress of the beach
had to come to rest high enough up the beach to facilitate offlandings. Indeed, he was aware as early as December 1943,
loading and low enough down to enable subsequent refloating
before Anzio, that he was far from well and suffering from “long
with the aid of the stern anchor. The ultimate success criterion
periods of considerable strain.”
was that the soldiers on board kept their feet dry. This was
sometimes achieved.
Relatives older than me (I was born in 1940) remember him
from the pre-war years as having an extrovert and amusing
Landings took place in variable and unpredictable conditions
personality, in contrast to the somewhat serious and severe
regarding surf, wind, visibility, currents and tides. Each patch of
father whom I knew. Such is war. Post-traumatic stress was not
beach was unique with respect to gradient and surface texture,
widely recognized in the 1950s.
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BOOK REVIEWS

Longer versions of these reviews by Robin Knight (56-61) may be
viewed on the OP Society website www.oldpangbournian.co.uk

THE BATTLE OF CRéCY, 1346

THE WATERFOWL MAN

(The Boydell Press, £20; ISBN 978 1 84383 306 2)

(Garden Wall Publishing, 1806 Hunterwoods Drive, High Point,
North Carolina 27265, USA); ISBN 978-0-9913719-1-4

by Dr. Andrew Ayton
and Sir Philip Preston (60-64)

by Dale A. True

Philip Preston
is an unusual OP.
He disliked the
NCP (see page
23) and has had
no contact with
the College since
he left. His real
education began,
he claims, when
he spent a couple
of years with a
shipping company.
Later he studied
architecture as a
mature student at
the Architectural
Association. He
then took his family to France where he practiced for
some years.

Gazing longingly over the Thames Valley countryside from a classroom
window at the Nautical College in the early 1960s, Mike Lubbock (57-61)
knew that a life at sea was not for him. What he wanted to do was to work
with birds.

His interest in the Battle of Crécy came from
studying the battlefield in person and also from
creating a small museum about the battle in the
village of Crécy-en-Ponthieu, south of Calais and
north of Rouen. Whilst in Crécy he also founded the
Battle of Crécy Trust.

Since 1989 Mike has lived in North Carolina, first at Scotland Neck,
close to the winter home of 75,000 Tundra swans. Here he created one of
the largest (nearly 3,000 birds) and most biologically significant waterfowl
collections in the world. In 2007 he set up the Sylvan Heights Bird Park with
Ali, his wife and business manager. Over seven years this has become a
huge attraction, combining education and enjoyment, and is now a mecca
for waterfowl lovers throughout North America.

Those of you who were paying attention at school
will recall that it was the skill of 7,000 English and
Welsh yew bow archers that won the day at Crécy
in August 1346, during the Hundred Years’ War. An
outnumbered expeditionary force led by King Edward
III and his son, the Black Prince, defeated what at the
time was the greatest military power in Christendom
– a much larger French army led by King Philip VI. The
victory at Crécy “sent shock waves across Europe,”
led to the English capture of Calais a year later and
established the country’s reputation as a formidable
fighting force nearly seventy years before Agincourt
in 1415.
This book is a collection of essays, mostly by
contributors to a conference on the Battle of Crécy
held by the Battlefields Trust in 1998. It offers new
interpretations of the battle and the campaign that
preceded it and includes the latest research and
analysis of the narrative sources. In his chapter, Philip
Preston focuses mostly on the site of the battlefield.
According to a quote on the back cover attributed to
the military book distributor Casemate, “This must
surely be the definitive study of Crécy for many years
to come…an essential item in a medievalist’s library.”

OPs have done many unusual things with their lives. But Mike, now
70, is unique in having become one of the world’s foremost authorities on
avian breeding and behaviour. In his time he has hunted high and low for
birds eggs (his collection is now in the American Museum of Natural History
in New York). At one point he was Curator at Slimbridge Wildfowl Trust
on the Severn estuary and advisor to HM The Queen on duck-breeding
matters. He has criss-crossed the globe trying to save rare and endangered
species, won 17 World’s First Breeding Awards and been inducted into the
International Waterfowl Association’s Hall of Fame. It is some record.
Never wealthy, he has often lived on the margin and depended on
the patronage of generous American waterfowl enthusiasts to pursue his
dream. More than 20 expeditions have taken him to such far-flung places
as Iceland and the Falkland Islands, Botswana and the Canadian Arctic,
Guatemala and Venezuela, Chile and Spain.

The Waterfowl Man published in
2014, traces this fulfilling personal
journey in detail. “Anyone who has
seen Mike stroll the grounds of
Sylvan Heights comes to the same
conclusion – he spends an immense
amount of time observing dozens
of birds at once, waiting for them
to reveal their secrets,” writes the
author Dale True. “His bond with birds
defies categorization. Observation of
avian behaviour in the wild is a major
factor in his success with breeding
birds.”
It is given to comparatively few
people to do exactly what they want
with their lives but Mike Lubbock is
one of them. As this meticulously
researched book underlines, he
knew from a young age what he wanted to do. He has been prepared
to live dangerously and make tough personal choices to turn aspiration
into reality. He comes across as observant, imaginative, determined – and
altruistic.
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WHO’S MY BOTTOM?

AFRICAN RESPONSES TO HIV-AIDS

EXOCET FALKLANDS

A LAKELAND SAGA

by Christopher Gillett (71-75)

Edited by Dr. Segun Ige and Tim Quinlan (68-73)

by Ewen Southby-Tailyour (55-59)

by Jeremy Collingwood (50-55)

Self-published in 2011; ISBN 9781-4476-74931

(University of KwaZulu Natal Press, 2012; ISBN 978-1-86914-233-9)

(Pen & Sword Books; £25; ISBN 978-1-78346-387-9)

(Sigma Leisure, 2012; £9.99; ISBN 978-1-85058-905-1)

SCRAPING THE BOTTOM

South African-based Professor Tim Quinlan has had a distinguished
career in the HIV/AIDS research field. From 2002-10 he was Research
Director of the Health Economics and HIV/AIDS Research Division
(HEARD) at the University of KwaZulu-Natal. Today he works
independently and has a part time post at the Athena Institute in the
Free University in Amsterdam.

by Christopher Gillett (71-75)
Self-published in 2013; ISBN 9781-2915-43476
What is it like to
be an international
opera singer? On
page 92 of Who’s
My Bottom the best
known OP opera
singer, Christopher
Gillett, provides an
answer. Rome Opera
“blithely
cancel”
a production of A
Midsummer Night’s
Dream a few months
before it is due to
take place. “This is
not unusual in Italy,
and what is also not
unusual, is rather
than stick to the terms of the contract, they either offer
you ‘something else in the near future’ or tell you to get
lost and if you want your fee you’ll have to go through
the Italian courts.”
In this case the cast’s agents got together and said they
would sue if compensation was not offered. Rome Opera
retaliated by putting on a cheap production and offering
parts to the original cast. Gillett played Flute/Thisbe and
ended up shopping for balloons to highlight his breasts.
“They work well, providing lots of comic opportunities...
Come the fourth performance they exploded with two
enormous bangs. Laughter spread like a virus.”
Both these books are full of such behind-the-scene
vignettes culled from the life of a jobbing opera singer.
‘Jobbing’ is a pejorative word – after all, Christopher
has sung at La Scala and Covent Garden. But he uses it
himself and judged by the material in these books, rarely
seems to play the leading role or stay in glitzy hotels or
be driven around in a limo. Public transport is more his
style.
The stories he recounts are honest, entertaining,
depressing, amusing, revealing – and well worth reading.
Pangbourne barely features but Peter Points will be
interested to know that a page in Who’s My Bottom? is
devoted to the thorny subject of haircuts at the College
in the early 1970s, when the school barber waged a war
against hair that touched collars or ears. Needless to say,
as soon as Christopher left Pangbourne in 1975 “I let my
hair grow with a vengeance and wouldn’t you know, at
precisely the same time, long hair suddenly went out of
fashion.”
Not taking himself or opera too seriously, Christopher
has managed to advertise his profession and art form in
these books better than scores of high-paid publicists
ever could. They are, or should be, real winners
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With his colleague Dr. Segun Ige, a Cape Town-based specialist in
rhetoric, speech communication and gender, he co-edited and wrote
much of this unusually outspoken academic book in order to challenge
a prevalent view in Africa (frequently favoured by governments) that
efforts to curb the HIV/AIDS pandemic have not worked because of
ineptitude by health workers and/or a lack of resources.
The co-authors begin the book like this: “Our contention is that
this kind of rhetoric amounts to a travesty because it indicates an
unacknowledged but widespread underlying attitude among African
governments, who were and still are ambivalent about their citizens’
right to life. This is the theme of this book.”
From this unambiguous beginning Quinlan and Ige, supported by
contributions from eleven other experts based around Africa, the U.S.
and Europe, proceed to lay into the way the AIDS disaster has been
tackled in Africa since its appearance there nearly 30 years ago. Few
punches are pulled in the 260-page study and some truly awful case
studies, facts and figures are highlighted.
Just about the only countries to escape censure are Senegal and
Morocco. In Gambia the president announced he was a healer in 2007
and had found an antidote to the virus revealed to him by Allah in a
dream. Worst of all, because of the numbers involved, South Africa
is thought to have lost as many as 330,000 lives from 2000-05 as a
direct consequence of the bizarre conspiracy theories and policies of
denial adopted by the government of president Thabo Mbeki and his
infamous health minister Manto Tshabalala-Msimang – the person
who in 2005 suggested that a cocktail of garlic and beetroot would
prevent infection.
The South African example
matters, Quinlan explains, because
of the country’s disproportionate
contribution to the total of people
living with HIV/AIDS in the world.
By 2007 one-sixth of all global
infections (5.5 million out of 33.2
million according to UNAIDS
statistics) were to be found in South
Africa. Mbeki was removed from
the South African presidency in
2008 and since then more rational
attitudes and approaches have crept
in. But, as this impressive collection
of essays makes abundantly clear,
the damage had been done.
Whether any lessons will be learned from the book, as the authors
hope, seems problematic. As the co-editors put it: “The multitude
of deaths across the continent are an indictment of the quality of
leadership in Africa…Thirty years into the pandemic, in post-colonial
Africa, and in an era where the world knows well how to contain HIV
epidemics, Africa’s inhabitants may rightly ask: how long must they
endure this ambivalence amongst their leaders?”

For his eleventh book, the
investigative military historian Ewen
Southby-Tailyour has chosen to focus
on a little known and rather sensitive
aspect of the Falklands conflict –
the Exocet missile ‘battle’ within
the campaign, and British Special
Forces’ efforts to destroy these lethal
weapons on the ground before they
could be used in combat.
As a former Royal Marine officer
and commander of the Task Force
Landing Craft Squadron who took
part in the fighting in 1982, SouthbyTailyour is well placed to reveal
secrets and apportion blame. This
he does, using previously unknown
material and interviews with many of
the key players on both sides, some of them still preferring to remain
anonymous. It is not the wealth of new information that raises this
book above the level of run-of-the-mill military history, however, but
rather the way the tense ‘conflict within a conflict’ is documented and
presented.
What emerges, possibly to the surprise of the author, is a story of
British over-confidence, confusion and mistakes and Argentine ingenuity,
cunning and determination. “If little else comes of the telling of this
disturbing, convoluted (and certainly frightening) saga,” he writes, “it is
the recurring truth that one should never under-estimate an enemy.”
Much of Southby-Tailyour’s book is based on hitherto unpublished
material about three poorly-planned Special Forces’ operations to
destroy the Exocets on the Argentine mainland. Two of these missions
were called off before they began and the third was aborted after three
days. Meantime, of the five Exocets launched against British ships, four
scored direct hits resulting in two sinkings including that of the supply
ship Atlantic Conveyor with eleven helicopters on board – “the event that
most affected the logistic efforts of the British Task Force” in SouthbyTailyour’s opinion. Argentina, he concludes, used the few Exocets it had
“in the most effective way conceivable.”
More than 40 Old Pangbournians took part in the Falklands conflict
and a number are mentioned in the book. The most evocative reference
is a vivid description by Michael Layard, at the time a Captain in the
Royal Navy and senior RN officer on Atlantic Conveyor, of the sinking
of the ship after she was hit by two Exocets and the death in the sea,
after the Abandon Ship order had been given, of his “dear old friend” Ian
North, captain of the merchant vessel.
Ewen handles the huge mass of information he has uncovered very
well and keeps the 283-page narrative moving along at a brisk pace. He
gives credit where credit is due but also is unafraid to point the finger
when the facts demand it. The book ends with a damning list of 16
unanswered queries about key decisions related to the three Special
Forces’ operations that will make painful reading in Hereford.
This is a valuable book for military history buffs. It raises salutary
questions for British commanders in the spirit of ‘lessons learned,’ it
settles a few old scores, it pays due deference to outstanding acts of
bravery on both sides, it is balanced and it is written clearly. For anyone
fascinated by the Falklands conflict, it is a ‘must read.’

In retirement Jeremy Collingwood, an Anglican
minister who formerly worked as a lawyer in Zambia
and London, has written an intriguing family history
that links the varied lives of the English Collingwood
and Armenian Altounyan families over the course of
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.
To enjoy this book, based on papers and original
research deposited with Jeremy by a third cousin
shortly before she died, it is not necessary to know
anything about either family. Clearly written, with a
timeline, references and an index, it fulfils the prime
duty of all family history – to draw the reader into
another, unfamiliar world and to make him or her want
to know more.
The Collingwoods can boast various notables
in their blood line. One of them, William, was a 19th
century artist whose works may still be seen in the
V&A Musuem in London. His son, Gershom, became
the right hand man and biographer of the well-known
Victorian art critic John Ruskin and is defined in the
book as an “antiquarian…(with) a wide and extensive
curiosity in the past.”
For Jeremy Collingwood, the family connection with
Arthur Ransome, the journalist, MI6 agent in Russia
and author of the famous children’s book Swallows and
Amazons, provides the essential element of intrigue
and surprise in this story. Ransome knew Gershom
from a chance encounter in the Lake District in 1896.
In 1928, when their five children were aged eleven or
younger, the Altounyan family holidayed near Gershom
at his home on Lake
Coniston. Ransome
got to know the
children as they
sailed
on
the
lake and formed
the ideas for the
book that was to
make his name,
although
later,
rather churlishly,
he disputed this
version of events.
Like all family
histories, this one
has its fair share of
quarrels, setbacks,
sadnesses
and
loose ends. To some extent it reads as a tale of gifted
individuals and families overtaken by history. But it is
interesting in itself as a vivid portrait of intellectual
middle-class British and Middle Eastern life in the
period up to the 1960s.
Jeremy Collingwood has also written three other
books in recent years, all of which are now in the
College Library. They are As a Witness to the Light; Mr
Saffron Walden and Sir Thomas Smith.
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Captain Michael Langran (43-47)

OBITUARIES
WHITE, Hugo Moresby (53-57)

David Isard (1930-2013)
Targeting Avenger, the pilots were distracted
by chaff (aluminium foil) and narrowly failed
to hit the ship. Nevertheless they continued
to attack with bombs, failing to hit their
target and losing one aircraft to Avenger in
the process. Later Avenger provided backup bombardment to 3 Para in its struggle to
capture Mount Langdon. On 14 June White
went to West Falklands where he accepted
the surrender of Argentine forces at Fox Bay.

Admiral Sir Hugo Moresby White GCB,
CBE, DL (53-57) died peacefully at his home in
Buckland, Devon, on 1st June 2014. A serious
head injury caused by a fall in 2002 marred
his final years. He was 74, a former Governor
of Gibraltar, Commander-in-Chief Fleet, and
CCCC of the Nautical College, Pangbourne.
White went to BRNC Dartmouth after the
NCP and was commissioned into the Royal
Navy in 1960. His first ship was the frigate
Blackpool in which he saw action during the
Kuwait crisis of 1961. His first sea command
was the submarine Oracle in 1970-71. He
taught at Dartmouth for two years before
becoming Commander Submarine Sea
Training in 1973 and commanding officer of
the frigate Salisbury 1975-77 during the Cod
Wars with Iceland, in which he proved his
combative naval skills under tough conditions.
In 1978 he was made Captain, Naval Plans
– a post reserved for the Royal Navy’s most
cerebral officers. Here he spent two years
battling Treasury cutback plans.
In 1980 White was appointed commanding
officer of the Type 21 frigate Avenger and
became Captain of the 4th Frigate Squadron
(the so-called ‘Fighting Fourth’) in 1981. His
ship Avenger was in dock in the U.K. when
the Falklands conflict broke out in 1982 but
the maintenance work was hurried up and
the ship then raced south, reaching the battle
group on 25 May after an epic 8,000 mile
journey at an average speed of 28 knots.
Immediately Avenger was in the thick
of the action. On 26 May she took part in a
bombardment of enemy positions at Bluff
Cove. On 28 May a land-based Exocet missile
launched by the enemy from near Port
Stanley passed five feet above her deck. On
30 May the Argentine Air Force decided to
use the last of its five air-launched Exocets.
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Following the six-week Falklands
campaign White worked for the Chief
of Defence Staff
before commanding
the destroyer Bristol in 1985, becoming
commander of the Anti-Submarine Warfare
Striking Force in 1987 (as a Rear Admiral)
and Assistant Chief of the Naval Staff in
1988. Three years later, in 1991, he was
promoted to Vice Admiral and appointed
Flag Officer Scotland and Northern Ireland as
well as Commander North Atlantic. In 1992
White was promoted Admiral and became
Commander-in-Chief Fleet. He retired from
the Royal Navy after a two year appointment
as Governor of Gibraltar 1995-97. He
received the CBE in 1985, a KCB in 1991 and
a GCB in 1995.
A half page obituary was published in
The Daily Telegraph on 11 June 2014. It can
be read in full by accessing http://www.
telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/10889508/
Admiral-Sir-Hugo-White-obituary.html
It concluded: “To his officers and sailors
alike, White seemed a gentle giant. Tolerant
and without guile, he delegated judiciously,
and his benign expression was always
searching but inspired confidence.”

Hugo White (r; 53-57)) with OP
veterans of the Falklands campaign

Cdr. David Isard, RN, Bursar
at the College from 1972-80 and
an Honorary OP, died peacefully
on November 29th, 2013, as
mentioned briefly in the last
magazine.
He retained his humour to
the end after a long illness. Lionel
Stephens writes: “David had a
difficult inheritance because he
took over at a time when the
College finances were in a parlous
state after the sharp decline in
numbers of cadets by 1969, a
problem which his predecessor
had not handled well. In addition
the 1970s was a period of raging
inflation. However, he was a man
of great charm and seemed to do
his best to fulfil requests for funds.
David took a full part in College
life and masterminded two Drake
Fairs and was a strong supporter
of the College Ball. He instituted
a public address system for the
Athletics sports and commentated
at the event. In the mid-70s he
organised a huge fete on White’s
Field which many villagers
attended.

Michael Langran (43-47) pictured right

Mike Langran (43-47) died in
September 2014, aged 84. After the NCP
he joined Ellerman & Bucknall, initially as
a cadet in 1947, then as deck officer in
1951. He moved to Irish Shipping as Chief
Officer in 1956 and became a Master with
Irish Shipping in 1963 at the age of 33. In
1966 he became the company’s training
superintendent, a position he held until
the company was closed down by the Irish
government in 1984. During that time he
was a founder member if the Irish Institute
of Training Managers and a council
member of the Irish Chamber of Shipping.
Recognizing that there would be
a growing demand for nautical safety
training, he completed a government
sponsored course on starting your own

LIVES REMEMBERED

business. In 1986 he set up Sea and
Shore Safety Services Ltd, specialising
in training the mariner. At one time he
had 16 instructors working seven days
a week. “We will work on Christmas
Day if needed, but we will charge a
bit more” was his reply when asked
when training was available!
His company was an early
member of IASST – the International
Association for Safety and Survival
Training. He was awarded a fellowship
of the Nautical Institute and received
a citation from the International Life
Saving Federation in recognition “of
his devotion to the cause of the saving
of life in the aquatic environment”.
One of his contempories at the
Nautical College in Ireland recently
wrote:
“Michael
spearheaded
maritime education and training
in Ireland and introduced the first
cadetships in the 1960s. He was
innovative, trusted youth and
introduced new methods of cadet
selection to Ireland. Before cadets
could be trained in Ireland, Michael
organised training through the College
of Further Education in Plymouth. He
knew all his cadets and held a Cadet
of the Year function every year. He
was a stalwart and significant pillar of
the shipping industry in Ireland.”

Peter Points adds: “We
were good friends as well as
professional colleagues. His major
contributions to progress and
morale at Pangbourne are among
my happiest memories of those
years.”

Dennis Fenna, who taught Maths at the
College for 30 years, died of a heart attack
in May 2014. He was 79. He arrived at the
College in 1965 to take up his first teaching
post and joined the Maths department.
John Spriggs penned this tribute to him on
his retirement in 1995: “It was no time at all
before his legendary skill at mental arithmetic
earned him the name ‘Doc Fenna.’ He soon
became the College expert on statistics and
proved highly adept at solving those ‘A’ level
problems that seem to baffle everyone else,
including the rest of the Maths department
staff. Dennis was never a loud person. He
quietly got on with jobs which others might
have been tempted to trumpet abroad –
the timetable, the skills programme, the
examinations, the stationery store, chess
coaching and perhaps the least glamorous
task of all (but one remembered with great
affection by all concerned) – running the
Junior School’s soccer 2nd XI faithfully and
uncomplainingly for decades.
In his latter years Dennis also made a
huge contribution to the spiritual life of the
College by throwing open his house to the
Christian Union group known as ‘Focus.’ It
was all done with a calm smile and a quiet,
laconic North Country wit. With his fellow
retirees in 1995 – Peter Politzer and Ian
Busby – Dennis invested years in making a
unique and individual contribution to the life
of Pangbourne.”

These OPs are known to have died in 2013-14. Full length obituaries are
on the OP website at www.oldpangbournian.co.uk>news>obituaries

David was also a great family
man, with a charming wife and
three children, one of whom
(Natalie) has a fair claim to be the
first girl to attend the College.
In 1980 he moved on, to
become Bursar of Cheltenham
Ladies College but this was not a
success and he joined Clayesmore
School which had preceded the
NCP on the College estate. He
retired to Dorset in 1995 and
was actively involved in annual
celebrations of Trafalgar Day in the
county.”

Dennis Fenna (1935-2014)

Atkinson, Raymond (45-47) gained his Master’s ticket with
Royal Mail before entering the family supermarket business. In the
late 1960s/early 1970s he combined this with being relief master
of the pilot cutter at both Grimsby and Immingham harbours. His
last vessel was a narrow boat in which he and his wife spent much
of their retirement years navigating inland waterways.
Benson-Dare, Brian (37-39) served in the Royal Navy during
the war and was involved in 12 Arctic convoys to the Soviet Union
and in the sinking of the Bismarck. After the war he served in the
Metropolitan Police from 1952-78.

Robin Arnott (47-50) in the 1964 OPGS Grafton Morrish team

Arnott, Robin (47-50) joined Watts after the NCP and
attained the rank of Chief Officer. On leaving the sea he moved
into insurance before joining a builders’ supply merchant in
the Midlands. In retirement he was a volunteer at the National
Memorial Arboretum at Alrewas. He was also a member of
the OP golf team which came second in the Grafton Morrish
competition in 1964.

Box, Peter (49-53) went
to sea with Shaw, Savill and
Albion Co. Ltd. Later he moved
to Esso Tankers, gaining his
Master Mariners’ Certificate.
In 1965 he came ashore and
worked in Esso’s head office
in London. Then he moved to
Whitbreads. On taking early
retirement, he joined Cilntec
where he was Chief Executive.
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Braithwaite,
Temi
(08-14) led St George last
year and was a largerthan-life figure within
her year group. On
Founders’ Day 2014
she won the Marcus
Graham Art prize. She
went
to
Swansea
University in September
to read for a Media and
Communication degree.
Very sadly, Temi passed
away, from meningitis, in
her room at university on
December 14th 2014.

Greenwood, Ches
(61-66) attended BRNC
Dartmouth
before
joining IBM in London.
Later he moved to
South
Africa
and
became one of IBM’s
top global salesmen.
He left IBM in the late
70s and invested in
property in Cape Town.
He always believed that
life was for living to the
full, was devoted to his
gun dogs and enjoyed
ocean racing.

Coulthurst, Peter (54-59) died in Australia in April 2014. After
the NCP Peter joined the Canadian Pacific shipping company and
was at sea for some years before coming ashore and emigrating
to Australia.

Founders’ Day is always a
special event at the College.
In 2015 it is hoped that
as many OPs as possible
from the 1960s and 1990s
will be able to join the
celebrations.

Jerman, Barrington John (57-61) died unexpectedly at home,
with his wife Lizzie at his side, on February 26th, 2014, aged 69.
He went into the Army after the NCP. An ebullient, generous
man who attended OP reunions, he lived in Broadstairs, Kent.

Gore-Langton,
W.
Grenville A. (38-41) became
the 8th Earl Temple of Stowe
in 1988 and sat in the House
of Lords as a crossbencher.
He joined the RN in 1942,
serving on HMS Norfolk in
Scapa Flow and ended the
war in Coastal Forces on an
MTB. In the 1960s he moved
to Hampshire and became
a founder member of the
Alresford Society, dedicated
to preserving the integrity
of the town’s architectural
character.
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Hanson, Brook (7782) died suddenly in May,
2014. He was 50 and
the adopted son of the
industrialist Lord Hanson.
After Pangbourne he
worked for Rothschilds
Bank in Hong Kong before
returning to London to
become a professional
photographer. He had a
talent for languages and
spoke Italian and Japanese
and could recite Haiku.

Fisher, D.J. (59-62) joined Port Line after the NCP and
spent most of his life at sea, also working for CPR and Cable &
Wireless. He settled in New Zealand before returning to the UK
in 2000 and living in Whitekirk, near North Berwick, East Lothian
where he became head of the local branch of the Merchant
Navy Association.
Franks, Roly (42-45)
went to sea with the New
Zealand Shipping Company.
He was shipwrecked in the
North Atlantic in 1948 and
then opted for a career on
land, working in the City for
the next 40 years, retiring
as chairman of Phicom in
1986. A keen member of the
Royal Yacht Squadron, he
was an extremely effective
charity organiser. Many
organisations
benefited
from his efforts and he was
recognised with an OBE.

FOUNDERS’ DAY

Potter, Ashley (5761) was always in trouble
at the NCP but emerged
unscathed. A fine crosscountry runner, his other
interest was jazz, which
lasted throughout his
life. For many years he
was an English teacher.
Later he was involved
in the Prince’s Trust. He
also developed a passion
for kayaking and was still
taking part in the 26mile London Kayakathon
charity event at the age
of 70.

Big Side is designated as a
specific area where OPs can
congregate and enjoy the
pleasure of meeting old friends.
Key timings for the
day are as follows:

Full College Parade
10.00hrs
(Parade Ground)

Being an OP Rep is not intended to be onerous. The
idea is for the individual to be on hand so that any
OP arriving in his or her area has at least one person
to contact for help in finding their way around or for
social relaxation. In addition, an OP Rep may be called
on sometimes to act as a focus and organiser of local
OP Reunions.

Lionel (Steve) Stephens with
New Zealand Rep. Robin Paine

Should anyone living overseas who is not on this list feel like becoming a Rep, I would be
delighted to hear from them. Also, it is important that all OP Reps keep me updated with
their contact details. I can be reached at washuttleworth@hotmail.co.uk ”
cpettit@argentinaconsultancy.com

Paddy Evelegh (Perth, Australia) 		
Alex Hunter (Sydney, Australia) 			
Mark Martin (North Sydney, Australia) 		
Geoff Rae (Brisbane, Australia) 			
Richard (Sam) Strachan (Melbourne, Aust.)

pevelegh@hotmail.com
hunter_alex@hotmail.com
eatmcm1@gmail.com
OPSocQld@optusnet.com.au
richard.strachan@bigpond.com

Ron Aldridge (Toronto, Canada) 		
Roger Walker (Vancouver, Canada) 		

raldridge@rogers.com
horatio.hornblower@shaw.ca

Tea is served from 14.30hrs

Louis Carrel (Limassol, Cyprus) 			

louiscarrel@btinternet.com

Music and choral
performances
in the Falkland Islands
Memorial Chapel

Barney Spender (Paris, France) 			

barneyspender@yahoo.co.uk

Marcus Gondolo-Gordon (Corfu, Greece)

marcus@ionianinternational.com

Mike Jones (Martina Franca, Puglia, Italy)

jfam101@aol.com

followed by coffee on Big Side

T20 Cricket
OP XI vs The College
13.15hrs
(Big Side)

Beat Retreat
16.30hrs
(Parade Ground)

Seeman, T.J. (47-51) spent most of his career at sea with
Ellerman City Line 1954-82, rising to Master in 1974. In 1982 he
joined P&O Ferries (then Thoresen) and stayed with them until
1993. In retirement he worked with the Jubilee Sailing Trust and
supported the RNLI. He was awarded the RNLI Bronze badge for
service in 2010.

William Shuttleworth (66-70) writes: “In my role as
the co-ordinator of OP Representatives overseas
I welcome new additions. There are now 25 Reps
worldwide, based everywhere from Australia to
Uganda but we are always keen to recruit more. The
list is published annually here in the OP magazine
and in more detail on the OP Society website www.
oldpangbournian.co.uk

Charles Pettit (Buenos Aires, Argentina) 		

(from mid afternoon)

Ashley Potter, right, in 1961 with
the jazz band (Andrew Herbert photos)

OP REPRESENTATIVES OVERSEAS

While tea and refreshments
will be provided on
Big Side during the afternoon,
OPs should bring their
own picnic lunch.
Parking for all OPs
will be available on Bowden.
For further information, email
OP@pangcoll.co.uk

Robin Paine (New Zealand)			
rs.paine@xtra.co.nz or
						rs.paine@btinternet.com
Fran Crowther (nee Pearson) (N Zealand)
frazzie99@hotmail.com
Rory Copinger-Symes (Lisbon, Portugal) 		

rozzacs@me.com

Gordon Rees (Saudi Arabia) 			

gordon.rees1@gmail.com

Shaun Maynard (J’burg, South Africa) 		
Cliff Bragg (Port Elizabeth, South Africa) 		
Geoff Popple (Cape Town, South Africa) 		

maynard@intekom.co.za
brace@netactive.co.za
gemp@iafrica.com

Patrick Griffith (Palma, Majorca, Spain) 		

Patrick@larkside.com

Mark Haynes (Sri Lanka) 			

Mark.Haynes@international.gc.ca

Michael Keigwin (Uganda) 			
Andrew Nzeyi (Kampala, Uganda) 		

michael.keigwin@ugandacf.org
andrewnzeyi@gmail.com

Wayne Heyland (New York, USA) 		
Jeff Beech-Garwood (Minnesota, USA) 		

wheyland@gmail.com
jeffbeechg@gmail.com
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OP SOCIETY IN 2014

OLD PANGBOURNIAN
SOCIETY

The 81st Annual General
Meeting of the OP Society was
held on Tuesday 14th October,
2014, at the Naval Club in Mayfair,
London W1. More than 40 OPs of
all generations attended, possibly
attracted by the promise of a
reception after the meeting.
Chairman Merrick Rayner
began proceedings by presenting
a comprehensive account of his
first year in office, much of which is
reproduced in his article at the front
of this magazine. He emphasised
the urgent need, ahead of the
College’s centenary in the 201617 academic year, to update and
improve the OP database held
at the school. Any OP who has
recently moved his or her address
or changed his or her email details
is requested to contact Caroline
Kemp at OP@pangcoll.co.uk
As on many occasions in the
past, the Chairman also went
out of his way to stress the need
for younger OPs to get involved
in the affairs of the Society and
mentioned that a new Editor for
the OP Magazine had still not been
found. However, he was delighted
to welcome Anna Sterling (00-01)
and Fergus van Niekerk (93-00),
both of whom were later elected to
the committee, and Larry Howard
(06-11) who had agreed to become
a Decade Rep for the 2010s, despite
his hectic schedule as a pilot with
Ryanair. Lucy Hamblin-Rooke (0108), now teaching at the College,
had resigned from the committee
but would remain involved as a coordinator for all OP sports events at
the College.

“an exciting time to be an OP, with
events taking place around the
world and in the UK.” He requested
suggestions from OPs on this
subject and added: “All concerned
(in organising events) know that
OPs want to mark the occasion
with a March Past…There are also
plans for a ball in July 2017.”

(l to r) Andy Wells, Pete Lowe, Jim Bryce,
Paul Tarantino and Charles Ashwanden

(l to r) Ian Williams, Adam Kelvey,
Mark Mearing-Smith and Mike Nicholson

(l to r) Ken Payne, James Landers,
Merrick Rayner and the Headmaster

Rupert Meacher (87-90) was
also introduced. He had agreed,
subject to his election to the
committee, to take on the role
of Hon. Secretary. He succeeded
Anthony Clifford (75-82) who
had held the position for the past
five years and, said the Chairman,
had “done a great job” in a most
professional manner.
Looking ahead, the Chairman
said that the centenary would be
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(l to r) Messrs Howard, van Niekerk, Lawrence and Clifford

The Honorary Treasurer, Pip
Smitham (64-69), then presented
the Society’s accounts for the year
ended 31st August 2014. These
showed that the Society had a
balance at the bank of just under
£44,000. OP expenditure for the
year incurred by The Pangbourne
Association
totalled
£20,081
compared to £16,948 in 2012-13.
Most of the additional spending
was accounted for by higher
magazine costs, one-off costs
involved in setting up the OP Yacht
Club and the contribution made to
the cost of the Headmaster’s visit
to Australia.
The Headmaster spoke next.
He began his report by announcing
that the GCSE and AS level
examination results in 2014 had
been record-breaking for the third
year running. A2 results were “a bit
undercooked” but the majority of
leavers had got into their preferred
university. The new academic year
had begun strongly with 401 pupils
in the school. Sports results so far
in 2014-15 had been mixed “but
the senior squads have shown
signs of great promise” particularly
in hockey and rowing. Another
development likely to interest
OPs, he said, was that the College
is creating an External Relations
Department. He concluded by
saying: “As always, it is a pleasure
to be able to welcome OPs to the
College and I hope to see many of
you in the year ahead.”
Various elections to the
Committee
followed
before
the AGM ended. Then all those
present repaired to the Reading
Room of the Club for a most
enjoyable reception.

OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE
2014 / 2015

President, Nigel Hollebone

President
Nigel Hollebone (59-63)
Vice-Presidents
Ian Williams (61-63)
Richard Shuttleworth (57-62)
				
Hon. Vice-Presidents
Lionel Stephens
Robin Knight (56-61)
				
Chairman		
Merrick Rayner (68-73)
Secretary to Committee
Rupert Meacher (87-90)
Hon. Treasurer
Pip Smitham (64-69)
COMMITTEE
Anthony Clifford (75-82)
William Donaldson (91-96)
John Fisher (68-73)
Niall Kilgour (63-68)
Paul Lawrence (01-08)
Michael Nicholson (57-61)
Charlie Parry (81-85)
Anna Sterling (00-01)
Fergus van Niekerk (93-00)

CAMPUS LIFE
During most of 2014 the
upmarket housing development on
the Croft House/St George location at
the old entrance to the College was a
construction site, as nine executivestyle houses were completed.
Known as St. George’s Court by the
developer Bewley Homes, five of the
houses off Bere Court Road had been
sold by mid-November at prices
ranging from £1,495,000 for a fivebed house to £795,000 for a fourbed house.
Nick Woods (83-88) has become
a governor of Pangbourne College.
He is the fourth Old Pangbournian
on the 12-person Board, following
the recent retirement of Admiral Sir
Michael Layard (49-53).

St. George’s Court

After Pangbourne Nick attended
the University of East Anglia where
he took a BSc in Business Finance
and Economics. He then trained
as an accountant and qualified
in 1996. A varied career since
has involved him working for
PricewaterhouseCoopers,
Hogg
Robinson and Serco. He is currently
Finance Director of Go South Coast
and Plymouth bus companies, a
division of Go-Ahead. His career has
included a number of international
secondments including a period
working in Canada 2006-07.
Married with two young children,
Nick lives in Oxfordshire. He applied
to be a governor because, in his
words, “I wanted to give something
back to the school and felt that
sitting on the Board of a not-forprofit organisation would broaden
my horizons and allow me to take
fresh ideas back to the day job.”
Speaking
at
the
annual
Headmasters’ and Headmistresses’
Conference (HMC) meeting in south
Wales in September, the Headmaster,
Thomas Garnier, made clear his
opposition to combined cadet force
(CCF) spending cutbacks announced
by the Ministry of Defence (MoD).
Schools that run CCFs have been
informed by the MoD that they
face annual charges of £150 per
pupil for uniforms, ammunition and

Nick Woods (83-88) was appointed
a College governor in 2014

rations. They will also lose smaller grants
and payments to those teachers who run
camps and courses.
The changes have been proposed
by the MoD to make good a coalition
government pledge to open more than
one hundred new cadet units in state
schools. According to a report in The Times
newspaper October 1, Thomas Garnier
said that the cadet unit at Pangbourne
costs £50,000 a year to run at present and
the extra charges would add £27,000 a
year. The likeliest result? Cadet forces in
independent schools, many of which date
back to 1914, risk being scaled back or
closed down.
A renewed drive to encourage OPs and
others to ‘Sponsor a Seat’ in the Falkland
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Islands Memorial Chapel got underway in
2014.
For £1,000 (£800 if using the UK Gift
Aid scheme) you can sponsor a seat, as
a way of marking your remembrance of
someone special, that bears a plaque
with an appropriate message. If you
are interested, please contact Angela
Perry, Secretary to the FIMC Trust, at
angelaEAP@aol.com or at Wroxton Mill,
Wroxton, Banbury OX15 6EZ.
Books by OP authors going back to the
1930s were donated to the College Library
in 2014. Following a survey of the books
in the Library conducted in 2013, it was
discovered that many of the works known
to have been authored by OPs were not on
the shelves. Using the Internet, Amazon
Books and other online booksellers,
Robin Knight (56-61) tracked 18 of the
missing works down and presented them
to the College Librarian Rhian Lane on
January 25th. The books include memoirs,
instructional guides, academic tomes,
a play, one novel and various military
histories. Any OP who knows of OP authors
or books not listed is asked to contact
Rhian Lane at Rhian.Lane@pangcoll.co.uk

achievement at Pangbourne. He also
credited Pangbourne with improving
his English and his leadership skills. He
is a gifted watercolourist and one of his
paintings, Autumnal Tree, was on display
as part of the Founders’ Day Art Exhibition.

Philip adds: “This is
the
Hamble
composites
(honeycombe and Kevlar/
carbonfibre) boat - K350.
When new, it was reportedly
the most expensive dinghy ever
made costing over £30,000. It’s
still in its proper colours.”
The first Supercalifragilistic
in which Rodney won a gold
medal at the 1968 Olympics
in Mexico is on show in the
National Maritime Museum in
Falmouth in Cornwall.
The winner of the OP prize
in 2014 for the outstanding
Sixth Form scholar was
Ryan Sun (12-14), a Chinese
citizen who is now studying
Architecture at University
College, London. In an
interview in the 2014 edition of
Colours, the College magazine,
Ryan revealed that winning the
prize was his most significant

Falkland Islands
Memorial Chapel appeal

Organised by the current Master in
Charge of cricket, Joe Lewis, the dinner was
attended by 160 people. The speaker was
the well-known BBC cricket commentator
Henry Blofeld, who regaled the guests
with his array of amusing vignettes. Dr.
James Allenby (57-62), one of the classiest
batsmen ever to play for the College,
represented OPs. He was looked after by
Jim McBroom and topped off his evening
by outbidding the Headmaster for a trip to
Jerusalem, complete with a personal guide
- one of the pledges up for auction (James
says he did apologise to Mr. Garnier later!).
“A memorable evening” he reports. “There
seems to be a really good feel about the
place.”

OP SILK TIE £30

A related initiative - World Challenge
trips - which offer young people the
chance to explore the world and develop
life skills – in 2014 involved 40 students
in four teams visiting Bolivia, Laos or
Vietnam. Meantime the College came 3rd
in the highly competitive Pringle Cup for
Royal Marine CCF contingents.

(or from Presents for Men £9.99)

More than 70 members of the College
Choir took part in the annual National
Service for Seafarers which took place
at St. Paul’s Cathedral in October. The
College had been chosen as the lead choir.
Two pupils, Thea Swan (07-14) and Tyler
Spicer (09-14) duetted on Charles Wood’s
O Thou Central Orb and Fauré’s Agnus Dei.
Philip Tinsley’s Flying Dutchman

Twelve OPs helped to sponsor the
College 1st XV against Oratory 1st XV in
November under floodlights at Newbury
RFC. A thrilling contest saw the College
team come back from 5-17 down with ten
minutes to go to win 19-17 with the last
kick of the match, a conversion from the
corner.
Finally, in a generous gesture as
he stepped down from his position as
Deputy Head Academic in July, Gerry Pike
purchased for the College a large and
beautiful painting of the bluebell woods
completed by the 2013-14 Artist-inResidence Annabel Bertie.

Thanks to the generosity of his wife,
College Boathouse Manager, Philip Tinsley,
recently acquired the Flying Dutchman
yacht Supercalifragilistic of Poole, sail
number 350 with grey decks. This is the
boat in which Rodney Pattisson (57-61)
took part in the 1984 trials for the Olympic
Games in Los Angeles.

The painting now hangs in the
refurbished Mess Hall.
Bluebells by 2013-14 Artist in Residence, Annabel Bertie
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The College’s unique relationship with
the Falklands was cemented last year
when a group of 13 Sixth Formers became
the first to undertake a Duke of Edinburgh
Gold Award expedition to the islands.
All achieved their aim “through dogged
determination and teamwork.” The DofE
Award programme, first introduced to the
College in 2004, is now firmly entrenched
in the school year.

Fundraising at the College continues
to support a wide variety of charities.
During 2013-14 almost £6,000 was raised
for organisations as diverse as Cancer
Research, Action Against Hunger and the
Nabugabo Community Learning Centre the College’s partner school in Uganda.

A black tie dinner held in the Dining
Hall at the College on January 26th to
raise funds to support a 1st XI cricket tour
to Barbados over Easter turned into “a
brilliant evening.”

OP MERCHANDISE

modernised design

OP SILK BOW TIE £30
same design as OP tie

OP SOCKS £6.50

Long cotton socks.
Claret and white strip

OP SILVER
CUFFLINKS £70

new design, improved quality

LADIES PIN £15

PARAVACINI
BLAZER £149

PANGBOURNE
UMBRELLA £35

Prices include postage.
Cheques payable to Pangbourne College Enterprises Ltd.
Orders should be mailed to:
The Shop Manager,
Pangbourne College, Pangbourne, Reading RG8 8LA
0118 9767476 Karen.Townsend@pangcoll.co.uk
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LOST OPs
Listed below, in chronological order of their date of
leaving the College, are the names of OPs we have listed
on the OP database but who are classed as ‘Lost’ because
we no longer have any means of contacting them.
Most commonly this is because we have not been
informed of a change of address or email. In some cases
we have duplicate (though not identical) records, so
First Name

Surname

Left

1930s
William
AR
NS
Fred
Jim
PG
JG
JH
DG
R
DB
M

Moon
Profit
Milnes
Thiele
Geddes
Hough
Roe
Ellis
Hoban
Hay
Henley
Murray

1933
1933
1934
1936
1937
1937
1937
1938
1938
1939
1939
1939

1940s
DI
AOG
PF
CG
MB
PW
MAJ
DN
James
GR
TKB
JM
John
TA
RP
FA
Peter
JW
D
RM
40

Learoyd
Peers-Jones
Baxter
Forman
Lacey
Moseley
Coleclough
Gardner
Gornall
Graham
McCarthy
Mumford
Adams
Bennett
Dummett
Holden
Arrowsmith
Cole
Shepherd
Frederick

1940
1940
1941
1941
1941
1941
1942
1942
1943
1943
1943
1944
1945
1945
1945
1945
1946
1946
1946
1947

GC
WDF
Rupert
PM
JSM
WG

you may even find yourself listed here! Please take a few
moments to check the list for anyone you may know.
If you are able to supply any infomation which may
enable us to make contact with these OPs and update
these particular records, please email us at OP@pangcoll.
co.uk - or ask the OP in question to make contact with us
direct.
Carter
Cooper
Holdsworth
Pollard
Rusby
Yeoman

1948
1948
1948
1948
1949
1949

1950s
RPH
JJB
CA
Carl
D
WCR
RJ
B
RWSC
PR

Johnson
Latham
Lawson
De Winter
Isted
Petter
Pidgeon
Wailes
Woodhams
Janes

1950
1950
1950
1951
1951
1951
1951
1951
1951
1952

Thomas
Christopher
JDW
DL
PDS
Peter Ernest
JRD
David

Mordaunt
Petter
Price
Quekett
Wilkinson
Burton-Hall
Gray

1952
1952
1952
1952
1952
1953
1953

Christopher
Michael
AR
John Richard Iliffe
John Rome

Bell
Graham
Bower
Guthrie

1954
1954
1955
1955

G Leigh

Upton

1955

Robert

Baxendale

1956

Charles Whymper Blandy

1956

MRB

Childs

1956

Jeremy Hugh
NK
DN

Clarke
Edden
Hutchins

1956
1956
1956

Stephen Moorby
PF
Richard Patrick
Trevor Douglas
John
Robert Silverio
Christopher
Thomas
David John
Michael Alan
Nigel Hugh

Matthews
Parker
Brett
Castleton

1956
1956
1957
1958

Pirquet

1958

Robinson
Offord
Pigou
Walker

1958
1959
1959
1959

1960s
Anthony Marcus
John Richard
Timothy Richard
Jan Henrich
Anthony Peter
Hamish Edward
Paul Sturge
Peter David
Norman Martin
Edwin Ross
Charles Mark
Max Martin Harris
John Henry
David James
David
Reginald Godfrey
Simon Lindsay

Jonathan Grindlay Young

1965
1965

1967
1968
1968
1968
1969
1969
1969
1969

Gosselin

1970

Thomson

1970

Murray Sinclair

Tucker

1970

Way
Robertson

1970
1971

Smith
Wray
Dyne

1971
1971
1972

Henry James

Harrison

1972

Ligh Roland

Lee

1963
1963

Hannah
McGill

1967
1967

Christopher

Benson
Llewellyn

1964

1966
1966
1967

1970

1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1961
1961
1961
1962
1962
1962
1962
1962

Gatehouse

1965
1965
1966

Robert Gerald Alan Eastment
Adams
Devenish
Humphreys
Loennechen
Walker
Walker
Grant
Middleton
Rae
Bacon
Cresswell
Hughes
Poland
Tomkiss

1963
1964
1964

1965

1970s

Francis Henry

Charles
Frobisher Haselar Waters
Romney
Birkinshaw
Anthony
Craig
Richard
Francis Bingham
David Alexander
Cameron
Peter

James
Ralph Schomberg Scott
Simon
Vaughan
-Spencer
Stephen Norman Wynde
Keith Martin
Ferguson
Mark
Alexander Vernon Gatehouse
Nigel John
Gravells
Arthur
Burroughes
Robin
Victor Murray
Hawkins
Alistair Ernest
Holden
Julian
Welford Gordon Thomson
Alan Glen
Gavin
Rupert James
Rawlings
Charles Frederick Ward
Andrew David
Gardner
Timothy
Gillett
PT
Spencer
-Chapman

Anthony
Richard George
Donal Robert
William
Edward John
Timothy William
Kevin Woodley

Martin
James Kendal
Timothy John
William Robin
Matthew James
Martin John
Simon
Andrew Martin
LD
Ian Macgregor
John Rupert

Pentney
Pitt
Thorburn
Tomkinson
Truman
Beechinor
Cheetham
Cremer-Evans
Drummond
Irving

1974
1974
1974
1974
1974
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975

Christopher
Andrew

Miles

1975

Stephen Goronwy Pritchard

1975

Philip Andrew

Read

1975

Mark Shepard

Smith

1975

Justin Paul

White

1975

Robert

Wyld

1975

Andrew William

Baillie

1976

Richard

Brown

1976

Lawrence Anthony Crowley

1976

Giles, Huxford

Harper

1976

Justin Bartlett

McCallum

1976

Henry Emmanuel Mercer

1976

Timothy John

Paske

1976

Charles Bryan

Richards

1976

Adam
Peter William
Robert Edward
Nicholas Paul
Robert
Philip
Christopher David
Lawrence

Sullivan
Vigurs
Wege
Hemingway
Lilley
Newell
Robinson

1976
1976
1976
1977
1977
1977
1977

Mark
Ralph Christopher Seccombe

1977

1972

Anthony
Mark Vernon

Venables

1977

David Emlyn Miles Richards

1972

Philip Michael

Bennett

1978

Mark Christian

1972

Adrian Peter

Compton

1978

1972

D

Hutchinson

1978

Christopher John Clarke

1973

Mark

Randall-Smith 1978

Charles Richard

Goulden

1973

Charles

Tyler

1978

Luke Francome

Painter

1973

Christopher G

White

1978

Bruce Edward

Peddie

1973

Peter Mostyn

Williams

1978

Metbourne John

Pinks

1973

Andrew Edward

Lloyd

1979

Matthew Timothy Read

1973

Richard Charles

Macbeth

1979

James Charles

Seath

1973

Guy David Edward Newberry

1979

Patrick Hamilton

Branson

1974

Andrew Malcom
Ian Montagu
Craig

Chandler
Hamilton
Hutchinson

1974
1974
1974

Simon
Rory Lindesay
Shedden
Matthew Sebastian Steinmann
Jonathan Peter
Stern
Jonathan Peter
Streete

1979
1979
1979
1979

Michael Bernard

Wheeler
Wray

Stephen Luke
Richard James

Webb
West

1979
1979

Giancarlo
David
Alexander Philip

Calderini

1980

Frey

1980

Neil Gordon

Haddock

1980

Robert D G

MacGregor

1980

Jan Stephen

Marbus

1980

Duncan W A
Nicholas
Robert Beresford
Neil
Peter
Neil Campbell
John Mark
James Nicholas
Jonathan Blair
Paul Jeremy
David
Charles Henry
Richard
James Guy
Tarjaigh
John Lenson
Angus Armstrong
Leonard
Charles Michael

Neighbour

1980

Owen
Parker

1980
1980

Pearson
Peters
Potts
Steeden
Baker

1980
1980
1980
1980
1981

Bright

1981

Clay

1981

Davey
Elliott

1981
1981

Fullilove

1981

Hugh Peter

Greville

1981

1980s

Jonathan Charles Hanscombe

1981

William

Macdonald

1981

Angus Duncan

Macgregor

1981

Donal George
David
George Sindan
Nigel Ian Campbell
Nigel Stewart
Philip Tobias
Cristopher Donald
John Duncan
William
Stephen Andrew
Richard Donald
William
Robert Geoffrey

Newling

1981

Parkes
Pearson
Peters
Steinmann
Storch
Taphouse
Bicknell
Cowen
Glen

1981
1981
1981
1981
1981
1981
1982
1982
1982

Lusty

1982

Richard Anthony

Nelson

1982

Morris Robin

Russell

1982

Philip Olaf

Smith

1982

Michael Paul
Paul David

Wareham
Cheesbrough

1982
1983

Benjamin John

Delmar
-Morgan
Edwards

1983
1983

Anton Trevor
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Christopher
Stormant
Robert George
Johnatan Bruce
Graham
Peter David
Christopher
David Keith
Richard
Michael Roll
Christopher
Andrew
Simon
David George
Richard
Christopher
Nicholas Ian

Finch Hatton
Ford
Hector
Jones
Williams

1983
1983
1983
1983
1983

Andrew

1984

Burridge

1984

Corfield

1984

Elledge
Gaunt
Hollander
Hutton
-Penman
Jones
Thomas
Tyson
Van Dyck
Cleaver
Gelleburn
Harrison
Jeffery

1984
1984
1984

Angus Graham
James Martin
Andrew
Paul Maurice
Anthony James
Jonthan Mark
Alistair Maxwell
Nicholas John
Matthew
Charles Bennet
Mitchell
Benjamin Paul
Nason
Charles
Simon Sailsbury
Plaice
Andrew
Patrick Rennie
Smith
Robert David
Spriggs
Robert
David Huxley
Turner
Paul
Wapshare
Richard John
Crawshaw
Nicholas
Jeremy James
Devitt
Philip
Spencer Cloudstey May
Graeme Chichester McMillan
Jason Stuart
Parker-Smith
Anthony John
Benson
Alastair
Anthony Leonard Doyne-Ditmas
Simon Laurence
Lake
Jonathan Paul
Marshall
Jonathan
Roddom
Nicholas Simon
Rosi
Peter John
Spivey
Mark Frederic Paris Turner
Matthew John
Way
Neale Lawrence Coleman
Jonathan Edward Harvey
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1984
1984
1984
1984
1984
1985
1985
1985
1985
1985
1985
1985
1985
1985

James Francis John
Alexander
Charles Napleon
Angus J M
Dominic Jason
Myles Simeon
Robin James
David James
Philip Joseph
Michael
Thomas
Anthony James
Andrew James
Robert Edward
Hugh William
Jamie Richard
Roderic Christian
Steven William
David
Jeremy Francis
Timothy Charles

Humphrey

1988

Jones
McAfee
Morrison
Ottaway
Payne
Reid

1988
1988
1988
1988
1988
1988

Sandford
Seidl
Sleight
Wendon
Curry
Jelley
Mash
Miles
Potter
Rees
Talbot
Wallis

1988
1988
1988
1988
1989
1989
1989
1989
1989
1989
1989
1989

1990s
Richard Neil
Benjamin Charles
Justin Marc
Benjamin Ian
Jonathan Rupert
John Erik
TRP
Charles
Julian Lister

Collins
Matthews
Pardy
Pope
Tyson
-Woodcock
Unbehaun
Girling

1990
1990
1990
1990
1990
1990
1991

Speers

1991

Paul Jonathan

Stevens

1991

Royston James

Tichelly

1991

Ben Christopher

Wilson

1991

1986

Luke

Bedggood

1992

Thomas Patrick

Brown

1992

1986
1986
1986
1987

Christopher

Davies

1992

Matthew John

Newman

1992

Doruk

Oymak

1992

James David
John
Robert Anthony

Phillips

1992

Sanders

1992

1985
1985
1986

1987
1987
1987
1987
1987
1987
1987
1987
1988
1988

Alexander Virgilio Armati

1993

Nicholas Robin

Blandy

1993

Simon Edward

Botham

1993

Toby Charles

Burgess

1993

Ben Charles
Josef Stefan
Oliver
Thomas Chewynd
BR

Crichton
Czerpak

1993
1993

Gordon
Jackowski

1993
1993

Richard Andrew
Sam (Sik-wai)
Mahathir
David William
James Macdonald
JW
Alexander James
Kevin Peter
Ryota
Timothy James
Anabelle
Alkarim
Matthew Huntley
SE
Felix Maxwell
James Charles
Nicholas Simon
Jane Victoria
Colin James
Thomas
Alexander Robert
Chatchawan
Richard Iain
DB
Philip
Robert Joshua
James Gregory
Carolyn
Olivia Roxanne
James William
MacKintosh
Rupert
Richard Ashton
Felicity Karena
Michael David
Samuel
Edmund William
James Thomas
Thomas Alexander
Geoffrey
Arthur Thomas
Alan
Peter
Michael Lee
Cheryl
Jun
Philip Spencer
Cheryl Edwina
Stephane
Andrew David
Laura Jane
Mark David
Arthur
Thomas David

Laing
Lam
Marzuki
Pearce
Rusling
Williams
Clifton
Haines
Igarashi
McVittie
Ricaud
Versi
Betts
Brown
Campbell
Greaves
Hebden
Livesey
Macdonald

1993
1993
1993
1993
1993
1993
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1995
1995
1995
1995
1995
1995
1995

Milliner
Sukonpongpao
Valentine
Yates
Asker
Baruck
Clinch

1995
1995
1995
1995
1996
1996
1996

Beddow

1997

Devlin

1997

Ford
Haines
Morris

1997
1997
1997

Payne
Powell
Purves

1997
1997
1997

Riddle
Tam
Woodiwiss
Adams
Annett-Baker
Bae
Bagnall
Baker
Barneville
Biffa
Collingwood
Jenkins
Loosen
Mills

1997
1997
1997
1998
1998
1998
1998
1998
1998
1998
1998
1998
1998
1998

Julian Paul
Eddie Shing Sau
Michael John
Thomas John
Christopher
Peter Robert
Phillip Edward
Thomas
Simon Royce
John
Lai Ming
George
Michael Thomas
Mohannad
Mohsin
Jack Robert
Matthew
David
Christian
Benedict James
Samuel David
Naoimh
Alexander
James Daniel
Victoria Kendal
George William
Charlotte
Philip
Peter Laurence
Melanie
Abdalqadir
Richard Russell
Chun-Wang Leo
Ming Hei Chans

Mould
Poon
Richardson
Rodd

1998
1998
1998
1998

Rold
Slack

1998
1998

Underwood
Vincent
Wu
Abujudom
Ainsworth
Armoush
Ashraf
Biffa
Borkowski
Brown
Butt
Ficken
Foskett
Harrington
Hayward
Hutton
Malin
Oliver
Palmer

1998
1998
1998
1999
1999
1999
1999
1999
1999
1999
1999
1999
1999
1999
1999
1999
1999
1999
1999

Smith
Stone
Watson
Whitbread
Yung
Yung

1999
1999
1999
1999
1999
1999

Abbott

2000

2000s
Richard James
Bandar
Faisal Kamal
Turki
David Llewellyn
George David
Talekh
Charles John Lloyd
Abdulgamid
Sarah Louise
Nicola
Frances Rosalind
Charlotte Rebecca
Sung Bum
Abdullahi Aliyu
William
Christopher David

Adham
2000
Al Saud
2000
Alcock
2000
Alderton
2000
Aliev
2000
Armstrong
2000
Batyrmourzaev 2000
Beasley
2000
Brown
Greenhalf
Hong
Shelleng
Van Der Spil
Atkinson

2000
2000
2000
2000
2000
2001

Campbell
Thomas James
Emmanuel
Michael
Sandra
Lucy Clare

2001
2001
2001
2001

Luke, Peter
Jonathan Arthur

Austin
Baulme
Dann
De Carvalho
Hampden
-Smith
Whitbread
Ambler

Oliver Fredrick

Austin

2002

Jermaine

Barnes-Nugent 2002

Charlotte Kaye

Borkowski

2002

Adam Julien

Boulter

2002

Philip

Byrne

2002

Matthew

Carroll

2002

Natalie Maria

Kudlac

2002

Marc Antoine

Lemaistre

2002

Shue Yan

Li

2002

Catherine Louise

Whitbread

2002

Joanna Maria

Yates

2002

Charles David

Bartlett

2003

Emma Jane

Beasley

2003

Nils
John
William Harcourt
Bridget
Hannah
Man Pok
Lawrence
Thomas
Charles
Ben
Robert
Helen
Richard
James
Richard
Ngoc Lan
William
Mohammed
Timothy
Emily
Nicholas
Julius
PJ
Shinya
Bethani

Gregory

2003

Harvey
Mills-Powell
Rainey
Tam
Abbasi
Agar
Bencard
Black
Boothman
Dann
Elms
Fox
Gregory
Nguyen
Waring
Al-Othaim
Ambler
Anderson
Barnard
Bauer
Gibbons
Ichikawa
Stainfield
-Bruce

2003
2003
2003
2003
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2005
2005
2005
2005
2005
2005
2005

Chi Yeun
Chong
James
Alexander
Timothy

Tam
Zhang
Carroll
Cox
Ford

2005
2005
2006
2006
2006

2001
2001
2002

2005

Sarah-Jane
Dong Chan
Alexander
Laurence Richard
Oliver
Fabian
Kilian
Oluwatoni
Nicholas
Luke
Jessica
Helen
Michael J
Robyn
Russell
Stephen
Thomas
Charles
George
James
Edgar
Gustav
Henry
Elliot
Edward
Juan
Ciaran
Yong
Benjamin
Michael
David Thomas
Joshua
Michael

Foxley
Kwon
Newsham
Plant
Sharples
Sigg
Sigg
Taiwo
West
Wilkins
Barnard
Beasley
Burnett
Fairbrother
Johnson
Kensett
Masson
Barnard
Bearman
Bishop
Bruce
Freij
Holdsworth
Lamond
Bradley
-Mihalop
Herrero
Ramsay
Wen
Baker

2006
2006
2006
2006
2006
2006
2006
2006
2006
2006
2007
2007
2007
2007
2007
2007
2007
2008
2008
2008
2008
2008
2008
2008

Farley
Morgan
Hancock

2010
2010
2011

2009
2009
2009
2009
2010

If you are able to supply
any infomation which
may enable us
to make contact with
any of these OPs
please email us at
OP@pangcoll co.uk
or ask the OP in
question to make
contact with us direct.
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THE NAVAL CLUB
We hope that Old Pangbournians will
give serious consideration to joining the
Naval Club, full details of which are shown
in the advertisement opposite.
The OP Society enjoys a very good
relationship with the Club whose current
Chairman, Captain Evans is an Old
Pangbournian and is where we hold all our
meetings and Committee dinners.
The Club has a unique location in the
centre of Mayfair with excellent facilities.
If you need a London base during the
week we strongly recommend this Club
which provides everything you need at an
extremely reasonable cost.
If you would like further information
please contact the Chief Executive, Phillip
Ingham by email on cdr@navalclub.co.uk
or on 0207 529 5600.

THE INSTITUTE OF SEAMANSHIP
Old Pangbournians have migrated successfully into many
walks of life. In the past, the majority went to sea initially and
most from there went into some other discipline often still
associated with the sea but not necessarily so. A stalwart
few stayed at sea. Whatever the end profession, all started
off with a common learning that set them apart from most
others.
That learning was the basics of seamanship that was
inculcated into psyches in so many ways. You didn’t get
taught that subject at the average school. Before leaving
many already considered themselves seamen, and possibly
quite rightly too. But then they went to sea, found they knew
only the basics but developed their knowledge and skills. I
would wager that not one has not used that knowledge to
some good effect since Pangbourne days.
Can you ever really shed that interest, that knowledge,
that experience? Do you wonder if the practice of
seamanship has changed for the better or the worse? Would
you like to see its standards maintained? Or perhaps you
have a particular knowledge of the craft’s history.
If any part of your answer to any of those questions is
positive, then you will be interested to know that you are
not alone. Others have got together to form The Institute
of Seamanship. The Institute was established in 2003 at
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Portsmouth University from the enthusiasm of Lt Commander
Tom Peppitt, and under the chairmanship of Admiral of the
Fleet Sir Julian Oswald. Admiral John Lang (Pangbourne,
P&O, the Submarine Service and former Chief Inspector
of Marine Accidents) is now President and the Institute
sits comfortably alongside its peer maritime institutes and
organisations as a centre of seamanship knowledge and
expertise.
Within a definition of seamanship as being the practical
skills required to manage and handle a ship or boat effectively
and safely, the Institute’s aims and objectives are:
To promote seamanship through education and
training as a practical skill that requires both
knowledge and common sense.
To encourage professional and amateur seamen to
extend their seamanship skills and experiences and
adopt sound seamanship practices.
To advance the research into, and knowledge of, the
history, present practices and future possibilities of
seamanship.
Interested? Come and join us; it’s cheap as chips but your
knowledge is invaluable. Contact me, David Parry dpy606@
gmail.com (I’m an OC but we are all the same at heart).

