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SOME WORDS FROM
THE CHAIRMAN
During the summer we lost two outstanding
Old Pangbournians in Nigel Hollebone and
Ian Shuttleworth. They will be greatly
missed. As President of the OP Society,
Nigel Hollebone was a tower of strength
and a made a massive contribution to the
well-being of the College over many years
both as a Governor and to the OP Society.
Each had remarkable Memorial services
which were attended by large numbers of
OPs. The Headmaster attended both these
services.
Ian was a huge supporter of the Society
and we are delighted that his twin brother
Richard agreed to take on the role of
President of the OP Society. He was duly
elected at the AGM on 13th October. The
meeting was extremely well attended with
some 50 OPs in attendance including the
Headmaster, Lionel Stephens and a direct
descendant of our Founders and former
Vice-Chairman of the Board of Governors
Richard Devitt. It was following by a highly
enjoyable drinks reception.
Please note that the AGM in 2016 will
take place at the College on Saturday 8th
October during the OP Centenary weekend
prior to the OP Rugby match taking place.
This will be a very special weekend for OPs.
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AN OP TAKES THE HELM
On November 12th, 2015 Lord
Mountevans (Jeffrey Evans; 61-66) was
installed as the 688th Lord Mayor of the
City of London. At his request the College
Band marched in the Lord Mayor’s Show
two days later.
Born in 1948, Jeffrey went to Pembroke
College, Cambridge University after the
NCP before joining the international
shipbrokers Clarksons in 1972. In 1989
he was appointed to the Board. From
2001-14 he was Managing Director of the
company’s Gas Division.
Jeffrey is a member of the Baltic
Exchange, the Institute of Chartered
Shipbrokers, a Younger Brother of Trinity
House and Chairman of Maritime UK and
Maritime London. His Livery involvement
includes membership of the Worshipful
Companies of Shipwrights, Goldsmiths,
World Traders, Wheelwrights and Security
Professionals. He was elected Alderman
for the Ward of Cheap in 2007 and Sheriff
of the City of London in 2012.
On the death of his brother in 2014 he
became Lord Mountevans of Chelsea. In

2015 he was elected to sit as a Hereditary
Crossbench Peer in the House of Lords.
Jeffrey’s interests include all things
maritime, cross-country skiing, polar
exploration and Scandinavia. He speaks
Norwegian. He is a Trustee of the White
Ensign Association and the King George
Fund for Sailors, President of the City
of London Sea Cadets and an Honorary
Commander in the Royal Naval Reserve.
His theme for his year is “Innovate
Here, Succeed Anywhere.” In his keynote
speech at the Lord Mayor’s Banquet days
after his election he stated: “Whoever you
are, whatever your business, regardless of
the markets you operate in or the scale of
your ambition, the UK is your incubator.
We (in the City) can propel businesses to
the next level…”
Jeffrey is the second Old Pangbournian
to attain this high office. The first was Sir
Robin Gillett (39-43), a Lloyds broker and
Chairman of the Board of Governors at
the College 1979-93, who was the City’s
649th Lord Mayor in 1976-77 during The
Queen’s Jubilee year.

We are now just eight months away
from the official commencement of the
Centenary of the College which will be
officially celebrated in the school year
commencing from September 2016 to
September 2017. OPs will be asked to play
their part in a number of events exclusive
to us and also in conjunction with many of
the College celebrations.
On the OP front abroad Robin Paine has
been leading the way on the other side of
the world with his excellent plans for the
Australasian Celebrations in Auckland,
New Zealand. This will take place from
February 24th to 25th, 2017. There are
also plans for something to take place in
Hong Kong to dovetail with this event.
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Meantime we will celebrate the election
of Lord Mountevans (Jeffrey Evans; 61-66) as
Lord Mayor of London with an OP Centenary
Launch Party in the Egyptian Hall of the
Mansion House on Friday 11th March, 2016
from 18.00 to 20.30. This will be a drinks
reception with OPs encouraged to bring their
partners, family and friends.
We are very fortunate that Jeffrey
has made this date available to us; the
surroundings at the Mansion House are
quite spectacular. Please put this date in your
diary and apply for tickets as soon as possible
to op@pangbourne.com as numbers are
limited and tickets are selling fast. A number
of OPs have kindly sponsored this event so

The new badge of Office (above)

that we can offer a reduced ticket price to
younger OPs who left the College in 2008 or
later of £25 per head. Otherwise the ticket
price is £40. This is an OP occasion not to be
missed.
It will also mark the official launch of the
Centenary Book written by Robin Knight and
the announcement of the Nigel Hollebone
Centenary Prize to be presented on Founders’
Day 2017. Founders’ Day 2016 is on Saturday
8th July and the Guest of Honour will be Lord
Mountevans.
There are other important dates for
your diary. The first OP-specific Centenary
event will take place at the College over the
weekend of Saturday 8th and Sunday 9th,
October 2016 and will include an OP march
past during Sunday Divisions. This will also
include OP rugby and Hockey matches,
a quiz night dinner on the Saturday and
an opportunity to see the 100 years of
Pangbourne exhibition. The number of OPs
attending the OP Dinner in 2015 was double
the number in 2013. In the Centenary year
we hope to break all records for our Dinner at
the College, on Friday 21st April 2017.
OPs are most welcome to attend the
Centenary Ball at the College which will
take place on Saturday 1st July, 2017.
Another exciting Centenary event is that
the “Gloriana” barge will be rowed by OPs
and Pangbournians down the Henley course

during the final Sunday afternoon of Henley
Royal Regatta on Sunday 2nd July, 2017 at
15.30 - more details on both these event in
due course.
One of my main objectives whilst in office
has been to improve our communication
with OPs. The regular email newsletter
with its links to the website has helped. But
we still need to improve our database with
far more up-to-date OP email addresses. If
you are reading this but are not getting the
OP email newsletters please contact op@
pangbourne.com with your details so that
this can be rectified.
Nigel Hollebone co-ordinated the Conway/
Worcester/Pangbourne joint reception on
board the “Cutty Sark” on the 1st June which
was a great success and was attended by
the Headmaster. This was followed by the
Nautics event celebrating 60 years of the
Pangbourne Boat Club. The V111 generously
donated by the successful PE crew of 1963
and named “Spirit of 1963” was handed over
to the College at this time and OPs hope to
see this boat in action at Henley in 2016!
Our thanks are also due to Sinclair Rogers
and Stephen Taylor for continuing to organise
drinks and curry lunches onboard HQS
Wellington for the OP City and Livery Group.
And once again we are indebted to our new
Vice President and former Chairman Mark
Dumas for organising the Over 60s lunch at
the Turf Club in November which yet again
was over-subscribed with those 40 OPs in
attendance enjoying an excellent value for
money lunch.
I would like to thank Miles Eden-Smith (5457) for again representing us at the Merchant
Navy Day Commemorative Service at Trinity
Square Gardens, London and laying a wreath
on our behalf. I myself had the honour of
laying a wreath in the Falklands Chapel on
behalf of the OP Society on Remembrance
Sunday. It was a very moving service with
four pupils reading out the individual names
of all 177 OPs who died in the service of their
country in the 1939-1945 war.
Finally I would like to sincerely thank
Caroline Kemp for all her work on behalf of
the OP Society, Robin Knight for continuing to
make sure that the website and this magazine
is produced to a high standard and all the
Committee members who contribute in
various ways. A new Development Director,
Karen Hartshorn, commences work at the
College in January, 2016 having had a similar
role at Canford School and she will also have
responsibility for us. We look forward to
working closely with her in 2016.

Chairman - Merrick Rayner
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MERRICK RAYNER (68-73)

Roger Lane-Nott (58-63)
Chairman of the Board
of Governors

CHAIRMAN OF THE
BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Update from the Chairman of
the Board of Governors
2015 has been an excellent year for the
College and, with the September intake,
we now have the largest number of
students in the College’s history – 420. So I
think I can safely say that the College is in a
very good health.
I will let the Headmaster cover the
activities but I want to tell you a little more
about the Centenary which started with OP
Lord Mountevans being installed as Lord
Mayor of London in November. The College
Band took part in the Lord Mayor’s Show
and it turned out to be a great event.
The Centenary Committee, which
includes the Chairman of the OP Society
and parents, continues to work on the
programme for 2016-17 but some key
dates and events are coming together and
should go in your diary. They are:
●

●

●

●

●

●
●

 1th March 2016 - OP Centenary
1
Book launch at the Mansion House.
Application forms have been sent
out.
Centenary Service - We tried to
have this in St Paul’s Cathedral but
sadly they turned us down. It will
now be held in the Falkland Islands
Memorial Chapel at the College.
Date to be confirmed.
18th or 22nd March 2016 Centenary launch reception for
Parents at the College
October 2016 or 4th May 2017 Several things to fall in place before
we confirm.
8th-9th October 2016 - OP
Weekend. A full weekend of sport,
AGM, BBQ, Quiz evening, Chapel
and parade with OP’s marching. OP
President Richard Shuttleworth will
be guest of honour.
Wednesday 12th October Seafarers Service at St Paul’s
24th – 26th February 2017 - OP
Reunion in Auckland. Robin Paine
has organised a weekend and is
taking bookings. Email rs.paine@
btinternet.com for details. Michael
Duck is also trying to orgnaise a
Hong Kong dinner probably on
either just before or just after this
event. More details as they emerge.

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

4th – 11th March 2107 - Arts Week
including the Piano Festival, and
Choral/Orchestral concerts.
21st April 2017 - OP Centenary
Dinner at the College. Guest
speaker tbd
Summer 2017 - 100 years of
Pangbourne Exhibition. Artefacts,
photos and historical ephemera
over the years.
1st July 2017 - Centenary Ball at the
College. This will be in a very large
marquee on the lawn between
Hesperus and Macquarie and
will be open to Governors, OP’s,
Parents, and Staff and their guests.
2nd July 2017 - Row during the final
day of Henley Royal Regatta in the
Gloriana [ by kind permission of
Lord Sterling] and possible River
pageant at Pangbourne Boat Club
the week before including Gloriana.
If you want to row let the OP
Chairman know as you may need
to attend some training sessions
beforehand!
8th July 2017 - Founders’ Day with
a VVIP
1st September 2017 - Centenary
Service 2 at FIMC. To celebrate the
first day of the College in 1917.
13th - 15th October 2017 - Flower
Festival.

As the dates firm up more information will
be available on the College and OP web
sites.

We are also creating a Time Capsule to be
buried somewhere, a charity challenge to
help our work in Nabugabo in Uganda, a
Senior Citizens Tea Party in Pangbourne
village, academic themed events and
various merchandise to celebrate the
Centenary.
The Centenary Project. We are well ahead
on planning for our Centenary project. This
is an ambitious undertaking and involves
the building of a new Indoor Swimming
Pool on the site of the existing pool.
Inevitably this will be expensive but it is an
asset the College really needs. At present
we hope to start work in May, 2017 and
complete by Founders’ Day in 2018. We
need to raise £2 million and are working
on a strategy to see how this can be
achieved and I am sure we will be asking
OP’s to help!
I cannot finish without paying tribute to
the Headmaster, Thomas Garnier, and
to all his staff – academic, pastoral and
support – who have shown extraordinary
commitment, skill and hard work in 2015.
Also, a big thank you to the OP Society
Committee and to my fellow Governors
who give of their time and expertise so
freely and liberally.
I look forward to meeting many of you in
2016. These are exciting times for all of us
associated with Pangbourne College!
ROGER LANE-NOTT (58-63)
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HEADMASTER’S
REPORT 2015
I am very pleased to be able to write this, my
tenth annual report for the OP Magazine.
On Founders’ Day last summer, at which
OP Patrick Derham was our Guest of Honour,
I took the opportunity to reflect less on the
peaks of the year and more on the spirit
which has characterised various different
occasions or events – all dimensions of
what could be called the Pangbourne
Spirit, a spirit which if I look back over the
last ten years is clearly identifiable and is
more concentrated than the spirit of other
schools I have known.
At its best, the Pangbourne Spirit is
competitive (being rooted in a belief
that size does not matter but individual
and collective effort can overcome most
challenges), proud (in a healthy sense;
there is no place for arrogance), distinctive,
smart, courageous, resilient, serving
others, supporting, enabling, forgiving,
persevering. During the last year, I have
seen plenty of each aspect, and I sense that
increasingly parents are looking for these
things in their choice of school – rather
than the narrow focus on academic success
which has characterised recent years.
Certainly, the past year has been a time
of growth for the College, as was 2014, and

At the Boat Club’s 60th anniversary dinner with two OPs

2015 has ended very positively, with 420
pupils here – more than ever before. We
are nearly full, with every year group pretty
much at its capacity. The positive effect has
been felt not only in the bottom line, with
the Bursar looking more relaxed than ever,
but also in a good buzz when we all come
together in Chapel for services or Congers. In
consequence the word has been spreading
in the neighbourhood – there is a frisson
in the air concerning the assessment days
which are underway to determine offers of
future places.
I am pleased to say that both the primary
opportunities for assessment for entry in
2017 were over-subscribed this term –

but less happy that, owing to some sloppy
admin on my part, my younger son is one of
those who will have to compete in January
for one of the few remaining places! It has
been good to see more interest from OPs
on this front. Other OPs may wish to keep
in mind that there is a 10% discount on the
fees available if their children are accepted
at the College.
Being full means that, for possibly the
first time in the College’s history (and I think
this statement will be vindicated by Robin
Knight’s excellent history of the College,
Spirit in Changing Times, being published in
March, 2016) the governors are able to make
longer-term plans regarding investment in
the infrastructure.
Over the next three years, a significant
sum will be set aside towards an indoor
pool, although we will need to fundraise to
reach the total amount required to build it
by July, 2018. We are almost alone among
our competitors in not having such a facility
and it will both enhance the sporting
and health education we can offer and
strengthen pupil recruitment. This will be
the first of a series of projects over the next
decade which include a new science faculty,
a new Learning Skills and EAL Department
and a new boat house.
Although the College is in good shape, we
will need considerable external support to
achieve our goals and a Development Office
is being established early in 2016. Our new
Development Director, Karen Hartshorn, is
looking forward to meeting and getting to
know OPs.

Relieved HM after the Lord Mayor’s Show
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Academically, we were pleased with our
results in the summer. At GCSE, 92.3% of
pupils obtained at least five passes at grade

A* to C, our third-highest statistic, bettered
only by the last two record years; if we
had had these results in 2012, we would
have been popping the champagne but we
knew that this year group, which had a very
different ability profile, would not be likely
to match their predecessors. In a (largely)
non-selective school, individual results are
of course what really matter, and the pupils
deserved their success.
At A2, 50% of grades were at A* to B, a
solid set of results, but it was a vintage year
for university admissions with more than
75% of students able to take up a place at
their first choice university, and the majority
of the remainder successful in obtaining
their insurance choice. Over 40% of these
places were at Russell Group universities,
even if we had no Oxbridge places this year.
My very selective pick of the year’s
other highlights includes: the Boat Club’s
60th Anniversary and the generous gift
by the 1963 1st VIII of a new eight and a
tub four; bronze medals for the 1st IV in
Championship Quadruple Sculls and Coxless
Fours on consecutive days at the National
Schools’ Regatta; silver medals for Luke
Towers and Rory Harris at the World Rowing
Junior Championships and La Coupe de la
Jeunesse respectively,
In cricket, the 1st XI’s draw against
MCC with Louis Ingrams scoring 105; Josie
Symons being crowned the National Schools
Intermediate Showjumping Champion;
and success in the Jaguar Land Rover 4x4
Challenge with our team reaching the
national finals and winning the prize for Best
Marketing. We launched a new and exciting
concert series which included superstar
pianists Yevgeny Sudbin and John Lill. His
was followed by involvement in the Lord
Mayor’s Show in November which saw the
Marching Band at their best to celebrate
Lord Mountevans’ election as Lord Mayor – I
am delighted that he has agreed to be Guest
of Honour on Founders’ Day, 9 July 2016.

FOUNDERS’ DAY 2015
Guest of Honour was Patrick Derham
(73-78), the present headmaster of
Westminster School. There was a display
of OP memorabilia in the Library. An OP X1
took on the College 1st X1 in an exciting
T-20 game of cricket. And the turnout by
OPs on Big Side, particularly younger OPs,
was the largest this century.

OP Patrick Derham reviews the parade

A SPARKLING OCCASION
Beautiful summer weather helped to
make the 98th celebration of Founders’
Day at the College on July 4th, 2015 one
of the most memorable in recent years.

Among welcome attendees were
Patrick Derham’s former headmaster
and housemaster – Peter Points and
Peter Politzer. Lionel Stephens made
an appearance as did Ian Busby, Jim
McBroom and Robin Brodhurst.

A strong OP flavour ran through the
proceedings. The Chairman of the Board
of Governors, Rear Admiral Roger LaneNott (59-63), opened proceedings. The

In his speech Patrick Derham noted
that it was 37 years since he had last stood
on the podium in Drake (to receive The
Queen’s Gold Medal in 1978).With modesty
and clarity, he traced his own life from its
humble roots in Glasgow to the headship
of one of the country’s leading private
schools. He ended by turning to the leavers,

Peter Points, Patrick Derham, Lionel Stephens

Peter & Simon Points

Meantime our Centenary plans are
progressing steadily and the Chairman
has reported on these, so I will not steal
his thunder, other than to agree with him
that it will be an exciting year and I hope
that OPs will join us when they are able.
That invitation extends, of course, to any
events which OPs may wish to attend in this
academic year, too.
I would like to end by saying how grateful
I am for the support of the OP Society, and
in particular the Committee.
THOMAS GARNIER

The jazz Band in action
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OP SPORT

Robin Knight is introduced to a selfie stick

challenging them to “Go forth and do great
things” and quoting from an inspirational
speech made by President John F. Kennedy
in 1963 at Amherst College, one of America’s
most exclusive educational establishments
– “Privilege is here, and with privilege goes
responsibility.”
Several important announcements
were made during Prizegiving. More
potential parents visited the College in
2014-15 than ever before and the school
was expected to be full at around 420-425
pupils when it reopened in September (it
was). A centenary appeal fund will be set
up in 2016 to raise funds for an indoor
swimming pool; it will cost in excess of £2
million.

the floodlighting of the astroturf facility.
Meantime the Mess Hall area is to be
upgraded in 2016 to improve visitor
facilities. Parts of Devitt House will be
refurbished and reconfigured and new
office space made available following
the relocation of the Headmaster’s
accommodation to one of the houses
(suitably expanded and rebuilt) at the end
of the old Prince of Wales Drive.
The OPs’ table in the marquee

In addition we learned that a new
College website has been unveiled. New
IT learning facilities are planned as is

CRICKET
Phil Walden, now on the Staff at the
College, reports: “The 2015 T20 match
between the Old Pangbournians and
the Pangbourne 1st XI was an exciting
encounter, extremely competitive and
provided great entertainment in front
of a fantastic crowd. The OPs batted first
and produced a huge first innings total
of 154, with contributions from Phil
Walden (05-10) and Hugo Harvey (0914).
After a very successful season, the
College 1st X1 was determined, more
than ever, to chase down the total and
maintain its winning streak. The contest
lasted into the final over. Match-winning
performances from Louis Ingrams and
Alex Bancroft meant that the College
scraped over the line. This was, yet
again, another exhilarating game of
cricket to grace Founders’ Day. We look
forward to reversing the result on 9th
July, 2016. Any OP who would like to take
part should email me at Phil.Walden@
pangbourne.com

SAILING

Steve watching the T20 cricket
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Ian Williams (61-63) Rear Commodore
and Hon Sec of the OPYC, writes. “In 2015,
for the third time, an OP crew entered
the Arrow Trophy. Entry is limited to 25
boats and, due to the growing popularity
of this inter-public school challenge, only
one crew per school may enter. In 2015,
for one reason or another, four boats
‘lost their deposit’ and only 21 raced.

Cricket T20 cricket on Founders’ Day

We came 17th beating Shrewsbury,
Tonbridge, Cranleigh – where OPYC member
Patrick Roberts (71-75) is the Bursar – and
Marlborough. At our first attempt in 2008
we came 13th. In 2014 we were 6th but
Radley was disqualified for having too many
“ringers” so we were bumped up to 5th so
winning The Charterhouse Bowl!
The racing is run by the Royal Ocean
Racing Club (RORC). Peter Kewish (84-89)
from the OP Yacht Club organised our entry
in 2015. Then there is the crew. In 2015
every one of the crew was highly competent
in his/her own right but few, if any, had ever
sailed together before, let alone raced in
a 40ft racing cruiser. Many lessons were
learned. We will do better next year!

Above and below: OPYC Arrow Trophy

Taking part in the Arrow Trophy is not
cheap! The 25 identical Beneteau F40 racing
cruisers are all chartered from Sunsail and,
including insurance premium waiver, that
costs £1,445. Crews must be a minimum of
nine with a maximum of 12. The boats sleep
eight at a squeeze. There is a dinner on the
Saturday night at RORC for the crews at £30
pp. B & B in Cowes costs around £80 a night.
And the boat will need provisioning for two
days of racing. It all adds up – to around
£300 per person. For younger OPs that
is too steep so we are extremely grateful
to our sponsors, The OP Society, Jeremy
Owen (65-69) of Vita (Europe) Ltd, and
Robin Paterson (69-73) and his company
Sotheby’s International Realty.
We also organise a supporting Arrow
Trophy Rally. Kind members of OPYC offer
spare berths in their boats to race crew
members needing a bunk for the night. We
even throw in a drinks party for the crew
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committee member Ian Shuttleworth (5762), great friend to so many, who had very
recently succumbed to cancer. A glass was
raised to his memory. The boats and their
crews dispersed the following morning,
having enjoyed a most convivial rally.”

GOLF

Above and Below: OPYC Weymouth gathering

In a closely-fought final of the inaugural
Centenary Cup knockout competition,
played at The Berkshire GC on October 7th,
Richard Darlington (71-78; playing off 1)
emerged victorious over Charles Llewellyn
(56-61; playing off 17) by 2&1. After ten
holes Charles was four up but in the end
was reeled in by the relentless consistency
of his opponent. The competition was ably
organized by Richard Givan (57-60) and
will be held again in 2016. Any OP with
a handicap is most welcome to take part
and should contact Richard at r.givan@
btinternet.com
While Richard and Charles were battling
it out on a rather wet, dreary autumn
afternoon, the OPGS was playing its
annual match against the school at the
same venue. Golf at the College is at a low
ebb and the school was able to produce
only eight players supplemented by two
members of staff. As a result several OPs
represented the College in a four-ball,
better-ball format.

before the dinner at RORC. “Pangbourne”
battle flags are the order of the day, and
together we put on quite a show. If you
would like to take part in 2016, please join
the OPYC! An application form is on the OP
Website in the Clubs>Sailing section.”
In June four boats attended an OPYC
Rally in Weymouth. They were Dart Hound
(Merrick Rayner) Holly Golightly (Nigel
Hollebone), Slipperway (Robin Batt; 6164) and Kuonana 111 (Alastair Cameron;
61-65). All four vessels arrived on the
Friday afternoon, so the party started that
evening near the quay where the boats
were moored.
“Saturday dawned a fine, sunny day,”
reported Nigel Hollebone (59-63) later,
“and the crews set about what “yachties”
do in port – attending to their yachts,
shopping, sight-seeing ... and finding
a good watering hole for lunch. The
opportunity was taken mid-morning to
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hold a meeting of the OPYC Committee,
since six members were present, to discuss
a couple of outstanding matters.

In the event the OPGS emerged
victorious by 4 matches to 2. OPs taking
part included William Donaldson, James
Ellis, Richard Guillaume, Andy Wells, Robin
Knight, Kingsley Borrett, Pip Smitham,
Richard Givan, Wyndham Halswel, Tim
Lee, Nick Beattie, Peter Hughes, Andy
Campbell, Chris Reed and Charlie Parry.

By 1730 we were suitably spruced up
to attend dinner at the Royal Dorset Yacht
Club. Ahead of that though the entire party
gathered aboard Hollygolightly for preprandial drinks. Numbers had swelled to
21 by this stage, as various members who
either do not own boats or were unable
to sail them to Weymouth, had arrived
by car and were booked into B&Bs. Also
in attendance was local resident and OP
Peter Tambling (50-53), who had retired
some years ago previously as Weymouth
Harbour Master.
More drink was taken at the RDYC,
who subsequently served up an excellent
meal. Commodore Tony Morrow (58-63)
refrained from making a formal speech but
did call for silence just before dinner, when
the gathering was asked to remember

OPGS Centenary cup presented by Richard
Givan to Richard Darlington

Tegan Foister, Luke Towers (the 2014-15
Captains of Boats), and Heather Stanning.
Special thanks went to our own Olympian,
who has also been World Champion, the
ex-Sportsperson-in-Residence Beth Rodford
who did much of the organising of this
year’s dinner.”

RUGBY
In November an OP XV took on a team
of former pupils at Shiplake College on
Bowden. Will Hardcastle (05-10) reports:

OPGS vs College at The Berkshire GC

In June, reports Richard Parrett (72-80),
“about 24 OPs in total took part to varying
degrees in the annual OPGS meeting, held
in beautiful weather at the New Zealand GC,
Surrey. In the morning singles competition
the winner Charlie Parry (81-85) with 44
points – an amazing round of 72 gross off a
handicap of 12. Charlie said that he couldn’t
remember playing better. Runner up was
James Donaldson (91-96) with an excellent
40 points.
In the afternoon a greensomes
competition was held over 13 holes (due to
a long lunch) and won by William Donaldson
and Nigel Ackerman. Joint runners up were
Richard Darlington/William Skinner and
James Donaldson/Richard Sarsfield Hall. All
in all, ‘a good day out on a good golf course.’”

ROWING
Mark Woodcock writes: “The Boat Club
celebrated its 60th Anniversary on Saturday
June 6th, 2015 with an afternoon’s rowing
that included any OPs who wished to take to
the water, followed by a dinner in Mess Hall.

and the current girls’ 1st VIII. To remind us
of the biggest change in Pangbourne rowing
in recent years, the girls showed the other
eights their sprinting ability in a series of
short bursts.
Before the Dinner, Spirit of ‘63 together
with two other boats named after members
of the ‘63 crew, was formally named by our
Guest Speaker, the reigning Olympic, World,
World Cup, European and British champion
(not to mention the Olympic, World and
European record holder), Captain Heather
Stanning, MBE.
The Dinner itself completed a memorable
day, with some 160 OPs, Pangbournians,
parents and coaches present. The
Headmaster pulled off an impressive coup
in borrowing the actual PE Cup for the
occasion – a magnificent trophy worth many
thousands of pounds. There was an excellent
atmosphere and four great speeches by
Julian Coles (58-63), stroke of the ’63 crew,

“Shiplake won the toss and decided
to play up hill (we were on the 3rd XV
pitch rather than the 1st XV). Pangbourne
spent the majority of the 1st half in the
opposition’s 22. With the pressure building
Shiplake conceded many kickable penalties
but, in the spirit of a friendly, we chose to
go for the corner. This turned out to be
an unrewarding strategy and we finished
the half 0-0. The 2nd half played out very
much the same with Shiplake using the
downhill advantage and now it was us in the
firing line. They chose to go for the points,
however, and soon racked up a lead of 9-0.
Following this they scored a try but failed to
convert making the score 14-0.
In true Pangbourne style we never gave
up and scored two tries in quick succession,
one of which was an epic team effort with
most of our side involved before finally
scoring in the corner. Converting one of the
tries brought the score to 14-12, but in the
dying moments of the game their flyhalf hit
an impressive 52m penalty to shut us out at
17-12. The Man of the Match award has to
go to Phil Walden (05-10) for an incredible
60 minute performance particularly as he
had not set foot on a rugby pitch for six
years.”

OP XV vs Shiplake

In attendance were most of the 1963
1st V111 crew which had raised the funds
to purchase an V111 Spirit of ‘63 for the
Boat Club. To celebrate the crew (along with
substitute Luke Towers), took to the water
in the new boat. Although septuagenarians
(apart from Luke), they still showed the
poise and teamwork that had taken them
to victory in the Princess Elizabeth Cup
at Henley in 1963 and paved the way for
future generations to achieve three further
successes in that event to date, a record
bettered only by Eton.
The ’63 crew was then joined by another
predominantly OP crew of mixed vintage
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OP DINNER 2015
AN OUTSTANDING EVENT
Friday 17th April, 2015, saw some 140 OPs
aged from 18 to 95 gather in the evening
for the annual black tie dinner of the
OP Society, held this year at the College,
writes Robin Knight (56-61). The Guest of
Honour on this occasion was the recently
retired Second Master (Academic), Gerry
Pike. Other guests included the former

Guest of Honour Gerry Pike
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headmaster Peter Points, Lionel Stephens
and representatives of the Old Conway
(Chris Smith) and Old Worcester (John
Marden) Associations. Also present was the
Chairman of the Board of Governors, Roger
Lane-Nott (58-63).
At one end of the wide age spectrum
was Keith Evans (33-37) and at the other
Jamie Miller (09-14) who was joint Chief
of the College in 2014.
Sir Nicholas Gillett (6974) had traveled from
Los Angeles to be present
but was out-distanced by
Richard Strachan (58-62),
the OP Rep in Melbourne.
Bill Bailey (58-62) arrived
from Tenerife. There
were ten OP ladies in
attendance including the
first two girls to attend
the College – Claire
Whitehead (90-92) and
Charlotte Butterworth
(nee Drake; 90-92).
Proceedings
began
informally
around
6.45pm as OPs drifted
in to the Dining Hall
from the hurly burly of
the Friday evening M4
traffic much in need of
a beer. Caroline Kemp,
the OP contact at the
College, had organised
accommodation
most
efficiently for those

staying overnight as well as providing
name tags which she handed over on
arrival. Meantime Bursar and Honorary
OP Ron Obbard supervised the bar with
his usual generosity, fairness and aplomb,
ably assisted by Domestic Bursar, Steve
Williams, another Honorary OP. It was that
sort of occasion.
Catering Manager, Iain Hedley, his
deputy, Kelly Ford and their team excelled
themselves, and the three course meal
that followed would not have disgraced
an upmarket restaurant and was hugely
enjoyed by one and all – together with
generous quantities of wine and port.
At the outset a minute’s silence was
observed for the former headmaster
Anthony Hudson who had died in March.
Later, toasts were proposed to The Queen
and the royal family, to the OP Society and
to the College.
The Headmaster, Thomas Garnier,
kicked off the speeches by praising the
Guest of Honour for his skilled and patient
teaching of History over many years, his
exceptional management skills and his
ethos. The College, he then reported, is
“in very good heart” with an intake of
420 expected in September (2015). He
added that improvements to the College’s
IT structure and the installation of
floodlights on the Astroturf pitch will take
place during the summer. In the 2016-17
centenary year, he said, the aim will be
for as many OPs as possible to join in the
celebrations.

Arthur Coxon

Merrick Rayner (68-73), the chairman
of the OP Society, then took up the baton.
As he did so the President of the OP Society,
Nigel Hollebone (59-63), intervened to
present him with a specially minted badge
of office based on the newly-designed OP
Society crest. The Conway and Worcester
representatives, resplendent with their
own insignias that date back many years,
looked on with wry amusement.
Getting into his stride, Merrick thanked
a large number of individuals for various
contributions to the health and wellbeing
of the Society during 2014-15. Referring
to the centenary year, he announced that
there will be an OP March Past on the
morning of October 9th, 2016, as part of a
gala OP weekend at the College.
In his speech Gerry Pike set out to answer
three questions. Why had he become a
teacher? Why had he taught history? And
why had he stayed at Pangbourne for so
long? In the Welsh valleys from whence he
came he had “always felt a bit different”
and was reading Gibbon’s The History of
the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire
at the age of 12! This led on to a love of
history and a belief that a sense of the past

Steve and Nigel

Richard Shuttleworth
Nick Parkins, Richard Strachan,James Rubin,
Sam Matthewman

is crucial to our understanding of who we
are. He also owed much, he said, to two
inspirational teachers and to his father, a
Welsh miner, who was determined his son
would use his brain to make a living.
Arriving at Pangbourne in 1986, he said
he had “no idea what he was embarking
on.” Peter Points’s “charismatic and calm”
leadership impressed him and it helped
that he liked sport. So he stayed. But the key
to his subsequent longevity at the school,
he reckoned, lay in Pangbourne’s steady
evolution, its capacity to reinvent itself –
and the fact that “I have never felt bored.”
Of the four headmasters he worked with,
Gerry likened Peter Points to the famed
Manchester United manager Sir Matt
Busby, Anthony Hudson to the England
manager Sir Bobby Robson, Ken Greig to
the Chelsea manager Jose Mourinho and

Thomas Garnier (diplomatically described
as “an intriguing mix of his predecessors”)
to the Barcelona and Bayern Munich
manager Pep Guardiola. He added that
Peter Politizer was “the most formidable
man I ever met – an inspirational (rowing)
coach who encapsulated Pangbourne.”
He ended by saying that the College,
in his view, continues to have unique
qualities – “a quirky school” with a strong
sense of community that has no sense of
entitlement and always demonstrates a
spirit of giving-it-a-go.
This concluded the formal proceedings
at about 10.30pm. For the next couple
of hours OPs, staff, guests and retired
members of staff including, Alan Vasa, Ian
Busby, Jim McBroom and Paul Hills (whose
son entered the College in September)
reminisced and mingled. A lively, happy
mood prevailed and at breakfast the next
morning there were a few sore heads
but no disasters to report and a general
anticipation of the next OP dinner to come.
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REUNIONS 2015
Maybe it was the approaching centenary at the College but the year
2015 witnessed an amazing number of large and small OP reunions,
writes Robin Knight (56-61), not to mention an outstandingly
successful OP Dinner reported elsewhere in the magazine. Long
may it last!
The biggest of all the reunions involved the celebrations for the
60th anniversary of the Boat Club in June when an afternoon’s
rowing on the river was followed by a splendid dinner in the Mess
Hall. Some 160 OPs, Pangbournians, parents and coaches attended.
The Headmaster pulled off an impressive coup in borrowing the
actual Princess Elizabeth Cup for the occasion. There was an
excellent atmosphere and four great speeches by Julian Coles (5863) stroke of the ’63 crew, Tegan Foister and Luke Towers, then the
joint Captains of Boats, and by the Guest of Honour Olympic gold
medallist and world champion Heather Stanning.
At the river, having handed over the new V111 Spirit of ‘63 that
they had generously donated to the Boat Club, the 1963 crew,
complete with its coach John Hall-Craggs and with substitute Luke
Towers (10-15) on board, took to the water. Mark Woodcock, the
current master-in-charge of rowing, remarked later: “Although
septuagenarians they still showed the poise and teamwork that
had taken them to victory in the Princess Elizabeth Cup and paved
the way for future generations to achieve three further successes in
that event to date, a record bettered only by Eton.”

Boat Club’s 60th anniversary - 1963 crew reform

At the other end of the scale Founders’ Day in July saw five OPs
who had illustrious careers in The Band in their era in the early
1960s – Michael Askwith, Johnny Fitzgerald, Bill Bailey, Richard
Shuttleworth and Richard (Sam) Strachan – gather for a nostalgic
natter at the old Band Room. Sam, usually resident in Melbourne,
Australia, had previously hosted a bibulous reunion lunch at
the end of May in London for old friends from his 1958-62 era
including, Tony Morrow, Colin Miller, Andrew Scott-Priestley,
Andrew Herbert, Ian Shuttleworth, Paddy Evelegh (over in the
UK from Western Australia), Richard Givan and David KeithWelsh.
In Australia the bi-monthly lunches of the Conway, Worcester,
Pangbourne (CWP) Association in Queensland continued although
OP representation is now thin on the ground according to Geoff
Rae (53-56). OPs attending in 2015 included Tim Everard (48-

Boat Club’s 60th - Julian Coles with the HM
OP City & Livery Reception June 2015

Boat Club’s 60th - reception on Devitt lawn
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OPs at Band Room - Michael Askwith, Johnny Fitzgerald, Bill Bailey,
Richard Shuttleworth, Sam Strachan

52), Brian Matthewson (47-50) and Michael Shaw (40-43). At the
lunch in November, 2014 the family of the late Chris Mullins (5558) was present – with one of Chris’s sons proudly wearing his
OP tie. A grandson of Chris’s, Andrew, started at the College in
September.
CWP links were further strengthened by an historic evening
reception held under the Cutty Sark in Greenwich at the beginning
of June. Organised on behalf of the OP dimension by OP Society
President Nigel Hollebone (59-63), it is believed to be the first
CWP event ever held in the UK. More than 250 people turned
out including about 50 OPs. Guest of Honour was the soon-tobe Lord Mayor of the City of London, Lord Mountevans (Jeffrey
Evans; 61-66).
Throughout the year the City & Livery Company OP group, set
up and run since 2013 by Sinclair Rogers (55-57), met for convivial
curry lunches in HQS Wellington, headquarters of the Worshipful
Company of Master Mariners. Sinclair was preoccupied during
the year by the 600th anniversary commemoration of the Battle

of Agincourt in which he played a leading role. Regular attendees
at the lunches included Merrick Rayner, Steve Taylor, Richard
Shuttleworth, Ian Williams, Robin Batt, Andrew Gordon-Lennox
and Richard Olden.
Other gatherings during the year which the Society heard about
included the annual gathering of OPs in New Zealand in February
at the Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron in Auckland organised
by Robin Paine (55-58) and Fran Crowther (nee Pearson; 96-98).
In the same month Peter Kewish (84-89) met with friends one
evening in James Ramsden’s (83-87) Chelsea pub, The Sydney
Arms in Sydney Street. Attendees included Patrick Simkin (8489) who had flown in from Kenya, Tudor Rose (84-89) and Phil
Warren (84-89).
Messrs Anthony Rose, Philip Plato, Charles Bown (over
from the U.S.) and Richard Armitage (all 72-76) lunched in the
salubrious surroundings of Phyllis Court, Henley in May. In July
a dozen members of the Class of ’84 gathered in The Swan in
Pangbourne. They included Albert Hofman, Ralph Arundell,
Patrick Jackson, Simon Higginbottom, Stephen Cunningham,
Will Parry, Josh Risso-Gill, Nigel Banks and Chris Wilkins.
Entrepreneur Damian Stubbs (96-01) held a BBQ for some
fellow OPs and partners after Andrew Michael (97-02) and Ed
Butler (95-03) completed the Henley Tough Mudder competition
in May. There were also two double OP parents’ babies present –
Lillia Holloway and Max Butler (missing; asleep) at the BBQ. The
OPs in the image are (from left to right):

(Left to Right) Messrs Rose, Plato, Bown, Armitage

Peter Kewish and friends outside the Sydney Arms

Cutty Sark - Listening to the speeches under the Cutty Sark

Strachan - Miller, Scott-Priestley A, Herbert, Keith-Welsh

Cutty Sark - cake made for the reception
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Mudders

Class of ‘84 in The Swan, July 2014

Marie Butler (Efthymiou) (99-01) holding Lillia Holloway – a
marketing manager; Tiffany Holloway (Blagg) (98-02) - now
a physiotherapist and mother of Lillia; Dan Holloway (94-99)
(Tiffany’s husband) – an Army officer; Jon Deacon (94-01) –
entrepreneur; Samantha Garland (98-00) – teacher; Damian
Stubbs (96-01) – entrepreneur; Mark Metcalfe (96-01) holding
Arabella Metcalfe – solicitor; Andrew Michael (97-02) –
entrepreneur; Chris Hilken (96-01) - airline pilot; James Lewis (9601) – businessman; Ed Butler (95-03) - physiotherapist (missing/
asleep Max Butler son of Ed & Marie).

Finally, the ever-popular Over-60s bangers-and-mash (and
lashings of red wine) lunch at the Turf Club in Carlton House Terrace,
central London in November, ably organised for the eighth time by
Mark Dumas (63-68), sold out within days of being advertised on
the OP Society website. Limited by space to 40 persons, there is
already a waiting list for the 2016 event! Among those present at the
2015 event were Louis Carrel (62-67) from Cyprus, the redoubtable
Keith Evans (33-37), Tim Dow, Patrick Evans, Nicholas Courtenay,
Mike Harris, Anthony Fenwick-Wilson, Jeremy Hodgson, Chris
Daniel, Geoffrey Temple and Pip Smitham.

CWP Queensland

CWP Brisbane - Mullins family
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FORTHCOMING
EVENTS 2016-17
OP SOCIETY COMMITTEE MEETINGS 2016

23rd February; 17th May

Gather at 6:00pm at the Naval Club, 38 Hill Street, Mayfair, London W1J 5NS.
All OPs are most welcome to attend.

Contact Rupert Meacher clerk@cutlerslondon.co.uk
OP YACHT CLUB (OPYC) AGM 2016

Thursday 25th February

6:00pm – 7.30pm; followed by a “Fitting Out” fish-and-chip supper at 7.45pm.
Naval Club, 38 Hill Street, Mayfair, London W1 5NS

Contact Ian Williams woofwilliams@gmail.com
OPS IN NEW ZEALAND REUNION

2016 lunch: Thursday 26th February

Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron, Westhaven, Auckland, 12.15 for 1:00pm
All OPs who may be NZ at the time are invited to attend.

Contact Robin Paine rs.paine@xtra.co.nz
CAREERS FAIR

MERCHANT NAVY COMMEMORATIVE SERVICE 2016

Sunday 4th September

Service begins 10.30am at Tower Hill Memorial, London EC3N 4DH

Further details contact Miles Eden-Smith medensmith@hotmail.com
OPYC ARROW TROPHY 2016 (+ SUPPORTING OPYC RALLY)

Weekend of 30th September–2nd October; Cowes, Isle of Wight

Crew Wanted!

Contact Peter Kewish at peter@kewish.co.uk or events@opyc.org.uk
OPGS VS THE COLLEGE MATCH

Wednesday afternoon 5th October, 2016 at The Berkshire GC, Ascot

Contact Charlie Parry charlie@ward-thomas.co.uk
OP WEEKEND AT THE COLLEGE 2016

October 8th-9th,

OP March Past - Sunday morning October 9th (Paul Hills i/c)
83rd OP Society AGM Sunday October 9th – time to be decided

Friday 4th March, 2016

Details from op@pangbourne.com or
Rupert Meacher clerk@cutlerslondon.co.uk

Further details from Andy Wells andy.w.wells@gmail.com

‘100 YEARS OF PANGBOURNE’ EXHIBITION

CENTENARY RECEPTION 2016

Weekend of October 8/9, 2016

At the College
Any OP who would like to help is most welcome

At the College

Friday 11th March 6.00pm – 8:30pm

Details from the College at op@pangbourne.com

For tickets at £40 a head contact the College at op@pangbourne.com

Wednesday 12th October at 5:00pm

CENTENARY BOOK LAUNCH EVENTS 2016

Contact Miles Eden-Smith medensmith@hotmail.com

At the Mansion House, City of London (partners welcome)
Guest of Honour: Jeffrey Lord Mountevans (61-66), the Lord Mayor

At the Mansion House, City of London – evening of 11th March;
Also at the College on the evening of 22nd March

Contact the College at op@pangbourne.com
OPYC BELVIDERE CUP

Weekend of 2nd/3rd April, Queen Mary Reservoir, Staines
Dinner at Royal Thames Yacht Club, Knightsbridge
Skipper and Crew needed!

Contact Peter Kewish at peter@kewish.co.uk or events@opyc.org.uk
OPYC SUMMER RALLY

Weekend of 6th/7th/8th May, 2016,

Yarmouth Isle of Wight; Dinner at Royal Solent Yacht Club

Contact Peter Kewish at peter@kewish.co.uk or events@opyc.org.uk
OP GOLF SOCIETY (OPGS) SUMMER MEETING

Friday 10th June; all day

New Zealand GC, West Byfleet, Surrey

To take part, contact Charlie Parry charlie@ward-thomas.co.uk

ANNUAL SEAFARERS’ SERVICE 2016

St. Paul’s Cathedral, London

OP CITY & LIVERY GROUP – CURRY LUNCH

Friday 28th October, 12.30 for 1:00pm

HQS Wellington, Victoria Embankment, London WC2R 2PN

Maximum 14 places; Contact Sinclair Rogers
sinclairrogers@btinternet.com
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 2016

Sunday 13th November

Morning Service at the College 10:00am

OP ticket applications to Susie.Belcher@pangbourne.com
OPYC “LAYING UP” EVENING

Tuesday 15th November 2016 - 5.30pm for 6:00pm meeting
Followed by Laying Up supper at 7.45pm
Naval Club, 38 Hill Street, London W1 5NS

Contact Ian Williams woofwilliams@gmail.com

Monday 27th June; 6:00 for 6:30pm

OP RUGBY
Match vs Shiplake XV; details to follow
Contact David Metcalfe David.Metcalfe@pangbourne.com

Details from Sinclair Rogers sinclairrogers@btinternet.com

Tuesday 22nd November - 12.30pm for 1:00pm

FOUNDERS’ DAY 2016

To attend, contact Mark Dumas mark@dumas.be

OP CITY & LIVERY GROUP SUMMER RECEPTION

HQS Wellington, Victoria Embankment, London WC2R 2PN
Guests very welcome. Cost is approximately £25 for food and drinks.
The OP City and Livery Group welcomes all OPs with a connection to London and the
City to its events.

Saturday 9th July

Guest of Honour: Lord Mountevans (61-66)

OPs wishing to play in the T20 cricket match contact OP Phil Walden
Philip.Walden@pangbourne.com
CENTENARY SERVICE

4th May, 2017

At the Falklands Islands Memorial Chapel

Details to follow

OVER-60S LUNCH 2016

Turf Club, London SW1 - price £38 a head

NEW ZEALAND/AUSTRALIA CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS 2017

Auckland, New Zealand

Friday 24th February 2017 to Sunday 26th February 2017
Details of the event, including registration, at
www.oldpangbournian.co.uk
Further information from rs.paine@xtra.co.nz or
rs.paine@btinternet.com
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FORTHCOMING
EVENTS 2016-17

CENTENARY EXHIBITION CONTRIBUTIONS SOUGHT

CENTENARY-RELATED OP EVENTS 2016-17
●

Friday 11th March 2016 - Centenary book launch and OP reception at the
Mansion House. A second book launch will be held for the Pangbourne
community at the College later in March.

●

22nd March 2016 - Centenary book launch party for parents/staff at the
College.

●

8th-9th October 2016 -OP Weekend at the College. Two days of sport, OP
Society AGM, BBQ, Quiz evening, Sunday Chapel and Parade with OPs’
marching. OP President Richard Shuttleworth (57-62) will be Guest of
Honour.

●
●

Wednesday 12th October 2016 - Seafarers Service at St Paul’s.
24th – 26th February 2017 - OP Australasia Reunion in Auckland. Robin
Paine has organised a weekend. Details and bookings from rs.paine@
btinternet.com.

●

4th – 11th March 2017 - Arts Week at the College including a Piano
Festival and Choral/ Orchestral concerts.

●

Friday 21st April 2017 - The OP Centenary Dinner at the College.

●

Thursday 4th May 2017 - Centenary Service. Details to be confirmed.

●

Saturday 1st July 2017 - Centenary Ball at the College. Open to
Governors, OPs, Parents, and Staff and their guests.

●

Sunday 2nd July 2017 - A celebratory row in Gloriana at 3:30pm during
the Henley Royal Regatta.

●

Saturday 8th July 2017 - Founders’ Day with a VVIP.

●

Friday 1st September 2017 - Centenary Service #2 at FIMC. To celebrate
the first day of the College in 1917.

●

13th - 15th October 2017 - Flower Festival.

As part of the College’s centenary celebrations
in 2016-17, a 2-dimensional, photographic
exhibition is being created in Devitt House to
mark this very special and important milestone.
The Headmaster’s wife, Alex Garnier, and OP
Angus Thomas, are curators of this exhibition.
If you have any Pangbourne artefacts or good
quality photographs which you think might be
relevant for the exhibition, please would you
email a digital JPEG photograph (ideally, 1MB or
more) to alex.garnier@pangbourne.com by 7
March 2016 explaining who and what is taking
place in the picture or the significance of the
Pangbourne artefact to you and to others of your
generation.
Alternatively, please send a hard copy of
the photograph to Alex Garnier, Centenary
Exhibition, Pangbourne College, Pangbourne,
Berkshire, RG8 8LA.
At this stage the curators would prefer not to
receive physical artefacts as the College cannot
take responsibility for the loss in transit of any
artefact sent. A photograph should be sufficient
in the first instance to decide whether the object
concerned is suitable for inclusion, whereupon
further communication will take place. The
curators reserve the right to decide what should
be included in the Exhibition.

OP COMMUNICATIONS
If you have news about yourself or other OPs, the best way to
share it with OPs and the OP Society is via the email address
op@pangbourne.com and it will be posted on our website at
www.oldpangbournian.co.uk
A second option is to write to the OP Society c/o Pangbourne
College, Pangbourne RG8 8LA and your letter will be forwarded
to the Society.
Alternatively, there are active OP groups on LinkedIn and Facebook
which you can join.
If you tweet, Mike Nicholson (57-61), who keeps an eye on OP
tweeters, says: “Most of the traffic is by the College (i.e. Rowing
and other Clubs/societies; Headmaster; some governors like Roger
Lane-Nott). The balance comes from individual OPs. Followers
@today are 160 so progress is slow. I would not pretend that
Twitter is, or ever would or should be, a key player in the OP
communications network.”
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NEWS OF OPs
John Gregson GC (37-40) is now 91. He
lives in Mt. Maunganui on the Bay of Plenty
in New Zealand. Notifying the OP Society
of a change of address in 2014, he wrote:
“My whole life has been either at sea or
connected with shipping such as piloting or
marine surveying and I do not regret any
of it.” John left the NCP at the age of 16 in
September 1940 and became an apprentice
in the Blue Funnel line. During World War
11 he was bombed and partially disabled
on MV Dolius in the Firth of Forth in April,
1941, and was torpedoed and sunk by a
German submarine in the Atlantic in May,
1942 while serving in the MV Mentor.
In August 1942, by then serving in MV
Deucalion, he was part of a convoy of 14
merchant ships selected for a vital convoy
to Malta. Deucalion was heavily bombed
during the voyage and too badly damaged
to maintain convoy speed. So she carried
on separately through the Mediterranean
with one escort. After further air attacks
which led to fire on board, the order was
given to abandon ship. As the ship sank,
John rescued another crew member before
being rescued himself by HMS Bramham.
Subsequently he was awarded the Albert
Medal for Gallantry and the Lloyds War
Medal. In 1971 the Albert Medal became
obsolete and all surviving holders were
awarded the George Cross.
John went through the rest of the war
unscathed, leaving Blue Funnel and
sailing on another four vessels owned by
Brocklebanks Ltd. In 1949 he obtained his
Masters Certificate and joined Orient Line.
Four years later he became permanently
resident in New Zealand, joining the Union
Steam Ship Company and later Shell coastal
tankers. He stayed with Shell for eight
years before becoming a pilot in 1961 and
working at nine NZ ports during the next
16 years. In 1977 he rejoined Union Steam
and sailed on coastal tankers for the next
decade before finally retiring in 1987.
“Now about to celebrate my 82nd birthday,
and enjoying being retired, I look back on
my days at the College with mixed feelings,”
writes J.J.B. Latham (47-50) from Uttoxeter.
“Lots of happy memories of good times
and good friends; but also many painful
incidents come to mind. Those were the
days of strict discipline. Any lapse from
standards resulted in ‘defaulters’ in front
of Commander Skinner, often followed by

Charlie Sewell administrating six cuts. (I
have an uncomfortable belief that I held a
few records in that respect!).
On leaving the NCP I spent a short time
at sea (Clan Line) and then went to
Trinity College Dublin, followed by three
years with Unilever on their graduate
management training scheme. From there
I moved to work for oil companies around
the globe for about 20 years and then with
a major German motor manufacturer in a
variety of senior management roles. I took
early retirement at 60 and have spent the
last 25 years mixing pleasure travel with
some participation in local politics and
community activities. There’s life in the old
dog yet!
A long-lost OP Nick Wilson (48-52) got in
touch in December from Vancouver to
correct an error he detected in the recent
obituary of A.C. (Tony) Sissons (48-53).
He filled in a few of the blank spaces in his
record: “I left a near invisible mark on the
NCP after my four years there probably
because I loathed the place and only hit the
headlines when I starred as the leading lady
in the school play in November, 1950. I went
on to enter the MN where I had a fairly short
but successful career, rising to Master, and
then became a marine surveyor in foreign
parts, which gave me time to enjoy family
life and our four children.” Second thoughts
prevailed and some days later we received
another email: “I left a very chummy prep
school where I had enjoyed a generally
happy five years to enter the NCP, and I
never really adjusted though I must admit
I did not ‘loath’ absolutely everything.
The life certainly stood me in good stead
when I got to sea as an apprentice and
shared a cabin with boys of my age who
had never spent a day away from home
before! A piece of cake, I thought.”
“The MN Sunday parades at the London
Cenotaph and at the Trinity Square
Gardens went well this year in the good
weather,” reports Peter Tambling (50-53).
“The Cenotaph part was ruined by the
overhead clatter from police helicopters
circling above, for reasons unknown, but
it was excessive believe me. Nobody heard
anything from those Clergy and Admirals
taking part. I broke a record (I think) in
wearing my first issue shoes issued on
joining the RNR back in 1965 at HMS
Cambria in Cardiff. The shoes have only

been repaired once and have the original
quarter-tips!!!”
At Windsor Racecourse in 2015, Terry
O’Neil (51-56), a Partner of FM Contract
Watch, hosted the second the Approved
Contractor Scheme (ACS) Pacesetters
Achievement Awards which focus on the
cream of the manned guard security sector.
From a standing start five years ago, Terry,
in association with his business partner
Lynda Moore, developed the awards into
an industry-leading event. They promote
security guarding companies who are in
the top 15% of the benchmarking scoring
with Security Industry Authority ACS
approval. Terry retired from the company
later in 2015.
As one of the original “fine boat” rowers at
the NCP, Dick Worth (52-57) was in contact
with the College in 2015 in connection
with the Boat Club’s 60th anniversary. “I left
NCP in April, 1957 for Dartmouth, married
in 1966, and left the RN in 1970 to be a
missionary. For medical reasons we never
got to the field, but devoted the next 30
years to giving Ministers and Missionaries
holidays on our farm in Cornwall. Now
retired to Torpoint, we would welcome any
OP’s who are passing by…I met up with Ted
Pratt (52-57) recently. He had seen Eric
Bjorkstrand (52-55) who was also in the
original 1st 1V together with Peter Parker
(52-56). Ted went into the church and Eric
went to sea with Port Line.”
Jerry Grandage (53-58) wrote from “the
beautiful Dandenong Ranges, some 40
km east of central Melbourne.” In his
words: “Starting with ‘work,’ I served as
an Engineer Apprentice with the Handley
Page aircraft company, finishing in 1964
with a degree in Aeronautical Engineering
from the City University, London. This
led to a career in the Australian Defence
Department working on aircraft structural
integrity. Outside of my career I developed
an interest in rock climbing before leaving
the UK in 1964. This continued in Australia
throughout the 1960s, leading to a lifelong
interest in the great outdoors, principally
bushwalking and also cross-country skiing,
distance running and travel to out-of-theway places…To finish with a historical
curiosity, my father (George Grandage,
1918-20) and I had the same Maths teacher
at Pangbourne, Harry Sykes. I wonder if
many others can claim such a distinction!”
17

sandwich course in Marine Engineering
with Alfred Holt and Co. (Blue Funnel Line).
After about four years, I left the MN and
went back to school to get a Bachelor’s
degree in Mechanical Engineering from the
University of Birmingham. I then journeyed
to the USA where I worked for a number
of industrial and engineering companies
including Westinghouse Electric, Bendix,
Kaiser Engineers and Bechtel. I received an
MBA from the University of Pittsburgh in
1970.

Robin Paine and R.W. Grenside (l) cruising

Robin Paine (55-58) was on a cruise in the
Eastern Mediterranean when he met up by
chance with Richard Grenside (Hesperus
1952-55) on board Seaborne Odyssey sailing
from Istanbul to the Black Sea and back
through the Bosphorus and Dardanelles to
Izmir. He writes: “Richard left the NCP in
1955 to join Cable & Wireless, but after a
year at sea, seasickness had taken its toll
and he came ashore. In 1971 he emigrated
to Western Australia where he lives in
Perth with his American born wife, Sue.
With his excellent mathematical brain,
Richard became enormously successful in
organising international Contract Bridge
Tournaments around the world. Today
he is for the most part retired but is still
involved in the occasional event.”

Raymond Layard (55-59) let us know that
he “became Clerk to the Horners’ Company
in 1998 and served until the beginning of
last year (2014) when I became a Warden
and was installed as Master in February
2015. The Horners are involved with the
plastics industry. Horn is a natural polymer.
There is little demand for horn items today
and so the association gives the company a
modern rationale.” In 2013 the Horners and
four other Livery Companies celebrated
the 350th anniversary of the grant of their
Royal Charters by King Charles I. One of
the others was the Glaziers’ Company and
so Raymond saw, and regularly still sees,
Andrew Gordon-Lennox (62-66). He adds:
“You probably know that at one time there
were five OP Clerks and that some
years ago Steve came to a lunch
in Butchers’ Hall hosted by Tony
Morrow (58-62), since retired.”

Raymond Layard (55-59) with Lord Mountevans (l;61-66)
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Issue 45 of The Pangbournian
magazine stirred Ralph Mason
(55-59), who lives in California,
to contact the 1950s Decade
Rep Adrian Stow (54-58) to
share some rugby and hockey
team photos from the 1956-59
era. Ralph represented the NCP
at both rugby and hockey. He
writes: “While at NCP, I was bass
drummer and later drum major
in the Band. Later life established
that that was the full extent of
my musical ability. I also won the
Open Navigation prize (I believe
in 1959). Due to the fact that I
was headed for the engine room
(both because of an engineering
predilection and colour blindness),
Commander Hoyle was not too
happy with my win! When I left
Pangbourne in 1959, I started a

“My specialty over the years has been
the planning, development, design and
construction of rapid transit (metro) and
rail systems and I have worked on projects
in North America, South America, Asia
and Europe. One of my more challenging
assignments was back in the UK where
from 1998 through 2000, I worked as the
Deputy Project Chief Executive of a Bechtel
team retained by London Underground to
help complete the Jubilee Line Extension.
I currently live in Pleasant Hill, California
(San Francisco Bay Area) and am retired
although I continue to provide engineering
consulting work as an independent
registered Professional Engineer.”
Roger Richards (56-59) went into the
Merchant Navy on leaving the NCP but
only lasted a year with Ellermans before a
serious accident ended his career at sea.
Subsequently he trained as a carpenter and
became a leading building contractor in
Southeast England, at one time employing
147 people. He now lives in Kent.
“I was in Macquarie. I left the College to
join Union Castle Line, MV Kenilworth
Castle with Peter Fleming, during the
seamen’s strike in London in August 1960,
then joined the BSA Police in Southern
Rhodesia in 1962,” writes Toby Hickman
(56-60). Toby returned to the UK in the
1980s and worked in the security industry
for many years. “Unfortunately, I am
unable to attend many functions at the
moment due my mobility and health not
being as good as it should be. This getting
older business is not much fun.”
In mid-November Colonel Mike Nicholson
MBE (57-61) took part in an hour-long
programme on Share Radio talking about
the job challenges facing ex-Service
personnel when they leave the Forces. In
the interview Mike, who retired from the
Army in 1994, described the Liquid List,
a network-focused concept he devised
20 years ago and has run ever since on a
voluntary basis. Why does he do it, asked
the host, Nick Peters? “I want to give
something back,” Mike replied.

In
late-November
Peter
Griffiths
(57-60) sent the OP Society his new
address in Grimsby, Ontario, Canada.
“We are making steady progress in our
downsizing project and said goodbye
to our lovely last guests last week after
nine years of running the “Duncan Quinn
House” (at Niagara Falls),” he emailed.
“Now it’s packing and making sure the
lawyers and real estate people have all the
information they need for the closings! So
far so good.”
From Australia W.J.H. Dick (59-63) tells us
that he “joined P&O after NCP and during
this time got married to my NZ lady Nancy.
She and I enjoyed my last ship with P&O
“Aden” for nearly six months after getting
married in Hamilton NZ in Mar 1967. Got
my First Mate’s and then decided to leave
the sea. Became an Insurance Broker like
my Father, working with Lowndes Lambert
until emigrating to Sydney in 1975. I’ve
remained a broker ever since spending
most of my life as a construction broker
with the Miller affiliate (MA Risk).”

Following a high profile 30-year career
in the United Nations Development
Programme and with other UN agencies
which took him around Africa, the Mideast,
Europe and North America, Michael
Askwith (59-63), now based in Sussex,
has undertaken more than 60 short-term
missions for the UNDP in two dozen
countries in “retirement.” In most of the
places he visits he takes a sketch book with
him. In July he returned to the College on
Founders’ Day and was to be seen sitting
quietly on the edge of the parade ground
sketching Devitt House.
Richard Pickwoad (59-64) discovered the
OP Society website www.oldpangbournian.
co.uk in 2015 and was moved to contact
us. “At the age of 67 I am still working as
a company director, television producer,
director, writer, aerial co-ordinator
and cameraman,” he wrote. “In 2002 I
founded an independent aerial production
company, Skyworks, which to date has
made over 100 all aerial programmes for
ITV, the BBC and International distribution.

Michael Askwith sketch
of Devitt House

The company now specialises in High
Definition and has the largest HD library in
the world. I have achieved well over 3,000
flying hours in helicopters since my first
flight in 1977, and have filmed over most
of Western Europe, around twenty states
in the US, Iceland, Brazil and South Africa.
“After a stint at Richmond theatre, my
television career began in 1966 as a floor
assistant with ABC Television. In 1974 I
became a director at Thames Television
and went freelance in 1989. During my
time at Thames Television I produced
several arts/features series including Six
Centuries of Verse with Sir John Gielgud,
The English Garden also with Sir John
Gielgud, The English House and the Grand
Tour. Some of these series contained aerial
sequences and it began a lifelong passion
for aerial film work. In 1995 I joined a
company called Flying Pictures, and in
1996 became managing director of Flying
Pictures Productions. In 1998, and now
working as my own aerial cameraman, I
completed the largest aerial production
ever undertaken at the time, The History
of Britain from the Air, which was backed
by Channel Four and M&S.”
Mike Smith (60-65) whose book about
the social responsibility of business Great
Company was published in 2015, appeared
on the Danny Pyke Show on BBC Radio
Surrey & Sussex during the year. In the
interview Mike claimed to detect “a new
consciousness” in the business/ economic
world about its social responsibility
following the global banking crisis and
recession. In late November he got in
touch to report that he had just returned
from a week in Sweden launching his book
in Stockholm and Gothenburg and was off
to India in January, 2016 when the book
will be published there.
Simon Macfarlane (60-64) retired
recently after a successful third career in
horticulture. Following the NCP, he went
to Grenoble University and then joined the
Army. Poor health shortened his military
career and he moved into futures trading
for a while before taking up horticulture.
He lives near Norwich in Norfolk.

Michael Askwith

After seven years in the Merchant Navy
and emigration to Melbourne, Australia,
David Andrewes (60-64) changed tack
and became a clinical neuropsychologist in
New Zealand. He says: “After completing
a PhD in London I took up a lecturing
position at Melbourne University. I now
live in Melbourne and am married with
two grown-up children. Recently retired,
I have just completed a second edition of
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my book Neuropsychology: from theory to
practise. I now do a lot of windsurfing and,
believe it or not, Morris dancing.”
Chris Williams (68-70) moved to South
Africa in 1970. After graduating at
University of Witwatersrand Johannesburg,
he started his career in 1977 with P+O’s
South African ship broking company,
Peninsular Shipping. Getting experience
London, Hamburg, Rotterdam, New York
and Vancouver, he was subsequently headhunted as Chartering Manager to Furness
Withy Shipping Australia in Melbourne. On
his return to South Africa, Chris formed
the partnership, Williams & Williams
Shipping in 2010 with Neil Williams, a
long-time friend. Today Chris is a Fellow of
the Institute of SA Shipbrokers, Fellow of
the Institute of Chartered Shipbrokers UK
and SA, and a Foundation Fellow of the
Institute of Australian Shipbrokers.
“I have not been a great OP in terms of
visiting as I have lived outside the UK for

many years,” writes Michael Duck (69-74),
“but I did send two of my three children
to Pangbourne and I did host a dinner
at the HK Club for Thomas Garnier a few
years ago. I get over to the UK when I can.
I left Pangbourne in 1974 and worked in
Belgium for a while, then briefly in the UK
for the Vestey Family group of companies.
Subsequently I spent 18 years with Vestey
in New Zealand/ Australia/Italy /Greece/
Hong Kong. In 1994 I changed companies
and joined what was then a conglomerate
media company called United News and
Media in Hong Kong. It is now is a large
Events company called UBM and quoted
on the stock exchange.”

students do research with me.” One of
the proudest moments of his life, he says,
was when he won the Weiss Fellowship
— an award for teaching and mentoring
students — in 1999. Currently he has a
number of research projects underway
including energy harvesting and projects
in wing vortex wakes and fluid-structure
interactions. “Our emphasis is on ‘miniturbines’ that would work in an urban
setting and are sculptures in themselves.
We are trying to make them strong,
powerful, beautiful and self-starting.”

Charles Williamson (69-74) is a professor
of engineering at Cornell University
in the United States. He says that his
experience at Cornell has been defined
by the success of his students. “The
reason Cornell is so great is (because of)
the quality of the students. I have had
about 300 undergraduates and M.Eng.
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Fast Start for Freshmen
Guide to Good Science
in Cyberspace
Partners in Economic
Development

Tiger Leahu’s new cap

“Yank” Tiger Lengyel-Leahu (70-74)
informed his friends on Facebook: “Hello
Shipmates, Just an update on what I’ve up
to since my last post. I’ve returned to sea
working as a deckhand on bulk carriers on
the Great Lakes. The Lakes stay open from
March to January so its Arctic conditions
in blue ice at the beginning and end of
seasons – rough work. For those of you
interested, my marriage to sick-bay Sister
Susan Chapman ended back in 1981on St.
Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands – an eight year
run whereupon she returned to Reading.
I’ve been married to Celia Bou, from St.
Croix since 1983 and we have since moved
to Indiana. I have posted an album of OP
photos on my Facebook site.”
Bob Bird (70-71), a P&O scholar at
Pangbourne for a year in the early 1970s,
has lived in Australia for the past 25 years.
He is a Group Chief Operating Officer of ASP
Ship Management, based in Melbourne.

Going for the Gold:
At work or at play, Charles Williamson follows his
passion for fluid mechanics.

Charles Williamson in 2001
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Oliver Parker (70-75) runs his own
management consultancy NonExecDirect
based on a blend of higher education
teaching skills and 30 years’ international
business management experience gained
from working with companies such as
Land Rover, Caterpillar and BridgestoneFirestone. Since 2009 he has been
tutoring MSc international students at
Warwick Manufacturing Group. He is also
a trained instructor and event manager.
During a varied career he has been a

part-time lecturer at the Universities of
Warwick and Birmingham City as well
as teaching elsewhere in the Midlands.
In 2000 he worked for a year in Belgium
with Bridgestone-Firestone as European
Manager Off-Road Tyres.
Charles Bown (72-76) lives in the USA and
works for Filtration Systems Inc. in Chicago.
For more than 20 years Theodore Isaacs
(74-81) has worked in the Business
Change, Transition and Transformation
consultancy sector, specialising in leading
global programmes for banks and financial
services companies across dispersed teams
and multiple time zones with the aim of
boosting operational effectiveness. For the
past three years he has been employed by
Enterprise Solution Providers in London
where he is Director Service Delivery
& EMEA Head of Consulting Practice
responsible for the development of the UK
Financial Services consulting practice.
Anthony Clifford (75-82) departed at the
end of August on a five-month break from
his work in the financial services sector in
London to take part as a crew member on

several legs of the Round-The-World Clipper
race. He wrote before the start of the race:
“We have recently had the sponsor of the
boat I will be sailing on announced. It is
LMAX Exchange, a London based FX trading
platform that is expanding rapidly.” The
race began on August 30th and Anthony’s
boat won the first leg to Rio de Janeiro
and the second from Rio to Sydney. His
progress since may be followed on www.
clipperroundtheworld.com
Both Mark Holbrow (72-79) and Mark
Haynes (77-80) joined the Metropolitan
Police Force in 1980 and may have been
at Hendon at the same time according
to a discussion they had in 2015 on the
OP Group on Facebook. Holbrow did 30
years in the police including spells in the
Diplomatic Protection Group and in Aviation
Security. He retired in 2011 but says he is
“still working.” Haynes joined the Met in
September 1980. “I stayed till ’89 when I
moved to Canada. I finished up at Stoke
Newington just after the Broad Water Farm
estate riots.” He added: “The worst thing
is – if I had stayed in the Met I would have
retired by now...Instead I still have 12 years
to go.” Currently he is on an assignment
for the Canadian government in Abuja, the
capital of Nigeria.

Another OP in the police force is Steve
Edwards (80-87). He is now an Inspector in
charge of the Chiswick area in west London.
He updates: “Most recently I spent a few
years at Scotland Yard in a fascinating, if
rather time-consuming, job. After getting
increasingly obvious hints from my wife, I
decided it was a good idea to move on and
spent time on a project team dealing with
stop-and-search throughout London. That
was certainly enlightening and I got to meet
and speak to a large number challenging
and influential groups. When this came to
a conclusion, I wanted to get back to the
essence of policing, which has always been
working with communities, tackling crime
and disorder on a local level. It is not very
glamorous, but it is why I joined all those
years ago. Maybe it was because I have
got a stack of experience dealing with
challenging and influential communities
that they decided Chiswick was the best
place for me!”
Alan and Rita Vasa visited Monaco on holiday
in 2015 and had an enjoyable evening with
David James Lewis (81-85) who is an aircraft
broker based in the principality.
Matthew Wilson (89-92) “recently
returned to Pangers to help out with the

Anthony Clifford with Robin Knox-Johnson

At sea with Anthony Clifford
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CCF and actually had the quite surreal
experience of doing a bit of marking in the
staff room (now being a teacher myself at
a local school). I met Dom Somner while I
was there - my old Physics teacher who
was really more interested in Electronics.”
Matthew taught Sociology and Health &
Social Care at Denefield School in Tilehurst,
Reading, in 2015 on a trial period as part
of his NQT year in order to attain QTS in
Secondary Education. Previously he was a
teacher in Ardmore language schools and a
Social Science teacher at Bellerbys College,
Oxford.
Rama Dhani (92-96) went to Westminster
University after Pangbourne and gained
a BSc (Hons) in Civil Engineering. Then he
migrated to the University of New South
Wales 1999-2001 where he completed an
MEng Sc needed to become a structural
engineer. Since then his career has taken in
more than a dozen years’ work experience
in civil and structural engineering design
with a variety of big companies related to
commercial and industrial buildings and
onshore and offshore structures. For the
past eight years he has been with Kellog,
Brown Root, a leading offshore oil and gas
construction company. Most recently he
has been working as lead area structural
engineer for KBR on the huge Chevron-led
Gorgon offshore gas project located 130220 kilometres off the northwest coast of
Western Australia.
Matthew Corbin (95-97) completed
his professional STEP examinations in
International Trust Management and
became a full member of STEP in 2004.
He also has a BSc. from University College,
London in Information Management and an
MA in Financial Intelligence, International
Security & Propaganda from Kings College,
London. He writes: “After my BSc course
I was accepted on the graduate scheme
of Butterfield Trust (Guernsey) Ltd. in
2003. Subsequently I joined Nerine Trust
Company Limited. I moved to Hong Kong
in 2006 to start Nerine’s presence in Asia.
In December, 2013 I moved to Amicorp as
head of their Private Clients division in North
& South Asia. In 2015 I joined Corporate
Intelligence, Compliance, & Governance
Consultants Limited as a Senior Consultant
dealing with fiduciary intelligence, risk and
analysis projects.”
“On reading the OP Magazine #45 I
noticed that I was listed as a “Lost OP”
notes David Brown (92-99). “So here is
an update: “In 2000 I graduated in 2000
with BSc Honours in Geology, then again in
2001 with MSc in Petroleum Exploration.
I am currently working on MSc in Drilling
Engineering. In 2003 I married a Brazilian
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mechanical engineer. We have three
daughters and reside in Rio de Janeiro.
My career has led me to work all over the
world, drilling, completing and testing
complex oil and gas wells. At the moment
I’m a Rig Superintendent with a leading
drilling contractor, onboard a deepwater
semi-submersible drilling rig off the coast
of Brazil. My wife works as an Operations
Director.”
When last heard of early in 2015 Rhodri
Lewis (01-08) was raising money for
Shelter Cymru, a Welsh charity which he
works with alongside his job in Swansea.
After Pangbourne Rhodri went to Swansea
University to do a degree in Business
Management. Since then he has had
a number of jobs in the Swansea area
including bar manager, sales adviser and
promotions manager. At the time of writing
in January he was a ticket sales executive
with Ospreys Rugby, a DJ and Event
Coordinator at Student Swansea Events.
After Pangbourne Andrew Bennett (0207) attended the Royal Agricultural College
before beginning a career as a Negotiator in
the estate agency business in 2010 working
with four agencies in London and the
SouthEast over the following four years. In
September, 2015 he changed direction and
joined G3 Comms as an Account Executive.
G3 Comms, according to its website, is “a
uniquely-capable total solutions provider
specialising in unified communications,
voice and data technologies.”
Charles Sykes (07-12), an Army officer who
is currently a Psychology student at the
University of Worcester, did some fundraising for the Army Benevolent Fund in
2015. In June he informed us: “I am raising
money for the Army Benevolent Fund by
completing a charity sky dive this month.
This charity gives lifetime support to serving
and retired soldiers and their families by
providing soldiers and their families with
financial assistance when they are in real
need.”
In late-June the OP Rep in Melbourne,
Australia, Richard Strachan (58-62), reported
that he had just said au revoir to OP Louis
Bearn (07-12) who was returning home
to Bicester “after his obviously enjoyable
and worthwhile sojourn at Melbourne
University before completing his final year
at the Royal Holloway in London. Both
Louis and another OP visitor to Melbourne,
Rohan Batra (06-11), have been welcome,
entertaining and worthwhile guests during
their times here. And to me – if it doesn’t
sound a bit old-fashioned to say so these
days – they have been a real credit to both
themselves and the modern College.”

In late-November Mark Woodcock,
Master-in-Charge of Rowing, let us know
that at the annual GB Rowing Team
Dinner at Twickenham, Luke Towers
(10-15), our World Championship Silver
medal winner from the 2015 summer,
took the stage during the awards phase
of the evening, along with all other medal
winners from the Junior, U23 and Senior
World Championships. As a result of his
performance, Luke has been awarded a
significant rowing scholarship by Boston
University, USA.”

DECADE
REPRESENTATIVES
The following OPs, each representing a
decade of leavers, facilitate OP reunions
and other OP social events. We need
another representative for the 1990s.
Should you wish to suggest an event, or
to take part in one, contact:
1930S

Keith Evans

Tel: 01428 642122
1940S

Courtney Edenborough

c.edenborough@btconnect.com
1950S

Adrian Stow

adrian.stow@btinternet.com
1960S

David Nicholson

David.Nicholson@pgs.com
1970S

Steve Davis

stephenpauldavis@goooglemail.com
1980S

Charlie Parry

charlie@ward-thomas.co.uk
1980S

William Skinner

william.skinner@dege-skinner.co.uk
1990S

William Donaldson

wdonaldson@tri.co.uk
2000S

Lucy Hamblin-Rooke

Lucy.HamblinRooke@pangcoll.co.uk
2000S

Paul Lawrence

paullawrence1@live.co.uk
2010S

Larry Howard

lawrence.howard@hotmail.co.uk

OPs IN THE NEWS
In February Abbie Parsons (08-13) was
named vice captain of the England Women
U20 rugby team for matches versus The
Army (won 25-10) and France. Abbie is a
front row forward.
The Cornell Daily Sun ran a profile of
Professor Charles Williamson (69-74),
Willis Carrier Professor of Engineering
at the university, in February. Charles, a
leading university-level sailor, said that his
love of sailing fostered his enthusiasm for
engineering. After receiving a PhD in fluid
mechanics from Cambridge University,
Charles worked for an offshore engineering
company in London. While he was on
holiday, the company went bust. “Losing my
job was the best thing that ever happened
to me,” he told the paper. He moved into
teaching, went to America and became a
research fellow at the California Institute
of Technology before getting a teaching
position at Cornell.
OP William Shuttleworth (66-70)
became the unwitting star of Channel
4′s hit reality show The Auction House
during 2015. The entertaining fly-on-thewall programme revolved around the
mercurial life of the idiosyncratic Lots Road
auction rooms in Chelsea, west London
and its unusual clientele. It ran for three
series. In the first episode of the second
series, filmed in November, 2014, the
disenchanted general manager insisted
on a move and was replaced by “Major
William Shuttleworth” as the programmemakers insisted on calling him. Willie’s main
task, it transpired, was to sort out fractious
staff relationships and introduce a degree
of efficiency into the proceedings. Willie,
who had never worked in an auction house
before but has an MBA in Finance and other
relevant experience, proved to be both
resilient and emollient. Yet at the end of
the third series, having achieved all he was
asked to do, he was “let go” – as seemed
inevitable from the start.
Also starring on television in 2015
was Peter Weatherell (66-70), a leading
Mayfair estate agent, who appeared centre
stage in a revealing BBC-2 programme
called “Welcome to Mayfair.” A book
Peter wrote recently about Mayfair is
reviewed elsewhere in this magazine. In
the television programme he was described
by a good friend as the “No. 1 estate agent
in the world.” As a development agent

in the upmarket London district, he has
been responsible for the sale of over 85
office buildings reverting back to their
former residential use. In April the Daily
Telegraph reported that a former dairy
parlour in Mayfair had been transformed
into a £25 million mansion. “In Mayfair,”
Peter told the paper, “residential buildings
are currently worth over a third more than
office buildings or commercial sites.” He has
worked in the area for the past 35 years and
in December featured prominently in a full
page article about the evolution of Mayfair
in the Financial Times headlined ‘Top of the
food chain.’

operations. In this instance NATO trainers led
by US special forces were in Mao, western
Chad, in a section of the Sahel region that
skirts the southern edge of the Sahara.
Here Chadian troops were being prepared
to take on the forces of Boko Haram in
Nigeria, Niger and Cameroon. “We’re in
a phase now of persistent engagement
(with Boko Haram) rather than just episodic
bursts that then go away,” Copinger-Symes
informed the BBC’s regional correspondent
Thomas Fessy. “We’re keeping our footprint
light (but) they (the Chadians) require
everything from low level training to tactical
instruction, coordination and intelligence
fusion – as well as training in working
together in a coalition.”
In March the charity Agincourt 600
received a £1 million windfall from the
government – paid for from fines incurred
by bankers caught fixing Libor rates. “It’s
not money tainted in any way and we are
delighted to receive it,” Dr. Sinclair Rogers
(55-57), chairman of Agincourt 600, robustly
informed The Times. Subsequently the
charity was able to put on a full programme
of commemorative events including taking
schoolchildren to the battle site in France
and funding apprenticeships.

Malik Mustapha (06-09)

Former chief of Hesperus Malik
Mustapha (06-09) was part of the victorious
Stirling University American football team
that won the BUCS (British Universities
& Colleges Sport) UK American football
national championship for 2015 in March.
After Pangbourne Malik studied marketing
at Plymouth University, where he became
involved in gridiron for the first time. Then
he had a couple of summer seasons playing
American football in the premier division
in Finland. This resulted in a scholarship to
Stirling to study for a Masters in IT.
A report on the flagship BBC Radio 4
morning news programme Today on March
9 included an interview with Brigadier
Tom Copinger-Symes (82-87), one of
three Copinger-Symes brothers to attend
Pangbourne and serve in the British Army.
Tom was taking part in Operation Flintlock,
an annual NATO-led initiative to train troops
in the Sahel region in counter-terrorism

The last surviving Devitt & Moore
vessel in the world, the clipper ship City of
Adelaide, featured on the popular BBC2
television programme Coast Australia in
April. The presenter, Neil Oliver, explained
the history of the vessel, talked to key
individuals behind its preservation and met
with one of the descendants of the man who
designed the ship. City of Adelaide sailed
under the D&M flag from 1864-87, making
23 passenger voyages to South Australia. In
2010 a consortium from Adelaide secured
the hulk of the vessel from a slipway in
Scotland after a competition in the UK, and
transported the ship by sea to Australia
in a steel cage on the top of a heavy-lift
cargo vessel. Since then a drive has been
underway in South Australia to raise the
funds to restore City of Adelaide to its full
glory and turn her into a heritage visitor
attraction in Port Adelaide. A 4,000 word
update on the project, written in November
by OP Robin Paine (55-58), is on the OP
website in the Memories section.
Pangbourne’s first billionaire was
proclaimed by the Sunday Times in the
Spring. The annual Rich List stated that
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Freddie Mills (08-13) from Newbury
RFC, Coventry University & Berkshire, was
selected for the England Rugby Counties
U20s in May. He became the fifth Berkshire
player to gain an England Rugby U20s cap
over the last three seasons.

Claudia and David Harding

David Harding (72-78), a Pangbourne
College and Cambridge University-educated
physicist who launched Winton Capital
Management hedge fund in 1997, had seen
his personal wealth increase from £750m
in 2013 to £1bn in 2014 and his ranking in
the Rich List rise from 131 to 108. “Profits at
Winton Capital rose to £199m in 2014. Since
2006 it has paid nearly £690m in dividends,
with Harding receiving £378m,” claimed
the paper. Harding, it reported, is now
concentrating on expanding the business
which manages over $30bn of clients’ assets.
In November The Times revealed David as
the largest new donor to the ‘Keep Britain
in Europe’ campaign, alleging he had given
“millions” to the movement. The following
month the Financial Times quoted his views
of the investment outlook for 2016: “The
only sure thing…is that there will be major
surprises. The chances of each one might be
tiny, but the number of potential surprises
is huge. So it’s probable that we will have a
few next year…It’s amazing how surprised
people are by surprises.”

Freddy Mills
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The spectacular Solent crash in May of
world champion powerboat racer Peter
Dredge (76-81) is covered elsewhere in this
magazine. Dredge, 52, was hailed as a hero
in The Daily Telegraph after risking his life to
save his teenage son when the £1 million
launch they were testing crashed off the
Hampshire coast. He was later interviewed
on BBC South Today after winning the
Cowes-Torquay-Cowes powerboat race in
September by a huge margin.
Somewhat belatedly the Society learned
in June that Ron Aldridge (47-51), the longtime OP Rep in Toronto, Canada, had been
elected to Canadian Cricket’s Hall of Fame
in 2009 for his skills as an organizer. “Ron is
an amazing organizer and leader,” Financial
Post columnist Peter Foster who introduced
Ron, informed the audience at the induction
ceremony. “A lot of people have vision, but
it’s being able to execute that counts and
that’s what Ron is just fantastic at. He loves
challenges, especially where the exercise of
charm is involved.”
A bloodstained scarlet frock coat worn
at the Battle of Waterloo in 1815 has
been tracked down by
Colonel Ivar Hellberg
(56-60) who is the
great great grandson
of the original wearer,
Major Thomas Harris.
Subsequently, according

to an article in The Times, Ivar spent several
years persuading the owner of the coat (a
collector of military memorabilia) to sell it
back to his family. Once this was achieved,
the coat was presented to the National Army
Museum where it now rests. Ivar told the
paper: “Unfortunately, we could not afford
to buy back Harris’s amazing medals and
magnificent sword (given to him whilst he
was ADC to General Blucher in 1814) which
came up for sale at Bonhams recently. Harris
fought in the Peninsular war 1808-14 as well
as the German campaign and, of course, at
Waterloo.”
Ivar’s search for the frock coat began
when he read a magazine article by a
military historian in which he stated that
he had seen the jacket about 15 years
previously. “I tracked it down from there.
It was in a house in north Lancashire and
was kept in a box under the stairs.” Major
Harris became a national hero in April, 1814,
a year before the Battle of Waterloo, when
he reached London carrying dispatches
with news of the capitulation of Paris and
Napoleon’s abdication. He had ridden 400
miles without a rest, fighting off attempts
to rob and murder him by bands of soldiers.
Ivar served with the Royal Marines during
the Falklands War. With a cousin, he has
published a book about Thomas Harris’s
extraordinary life as a soldier.
In July an OP was elected to the House
of Lords! The Times reported that Lord

Tom Harris Coatee held by Ivar Hellberg (56-60)

Mountevans, (Jeffrey Evans 61-66) had been
elected to the House of Lords in a Crossbench
hereditary peers’ by-election that month
following the retirement of Viscount Tenby.
Twentyfive valid votes were cast from an
electorate of 28 Crossbench peers. On
the first count, of the 19 candidates, eight
received one or more first-preference votes.
After five transfers of votes, Jeffrey emerged
victorious with 10 votes.
Also in July Mike Smith (60-65) was
interviewed on BBC Radio Surrey about his
book (fully reviewed on the OP website)
of business values stories ‘Great Company’
alongside a South Africa whistleblower
Wendy Addison whose story appears in
the book.In early September he wrote an
obituary in The Guardian of the lawyer and
adventurer Kojo Jantuah who undertook an
odyssey across the Sahara desert to discover
his ancestral roots in Europe.
A story on the Sports pages of The Times
in late July revealed that Iain Percy, the
Olympic sailor, continued to mourn the
death of his great mate Andrew “Bart”
Simpson (90-95) in 2013. “It was personally
tough and continues to be, but I always
knew that he would have given me a right
telling-off if I had suggested I wasn’t going
to do something (take part in the America’s
Cup World Series and launching new pieces
of kit) that I enjoyed,” he said. “Bart loved
the sport, the technical part of the sport
particularly, the tuning and development of
the boat…It was one of the things that got
me most upset, knowing he was missing
things that he would have enjoyed.”

2015 was not an easy year for Aggreko,
the FTSE 250 company that Chris Weston
(77-82) joined as chief executive in
January. A new two-pronged strategy
involving 600 job losses was proposed in
June, according to the Financial Times. The
next month a profits warning was issued
and in August half-year results “pointed to
another tough year ahead” in the view of
The Daily Telegraph. “Is it now time to dive
back into Aggreko shares again?” asked a
commentator in The Times hopefully. “The
answer is, ‘Only if you’re very, very brave.’”
At the times the shares were trading at
£11.30 – their lowest for five years. By
December they were valued at just over
£10.
The recovery from the depths of
the Denmark Strait of the bell of the
battleship HMS Hood led to an assured
appearance on BBC-1 (South) television
by nonagenarian Commander Keith Evans
(33-37) who served in the ship as a junior
officer before World War 11. A degree of
controversy surrounded this event but
Keith expressed his opinion that the bell
– due to be displayed in the Royal Navy
National Museum in Portsmouth – would
serve as a comforting memorial to relatives
of the 1,415 men who lost their lives in the
sinking of the vessel in 1941.
Keith was one of several OPs to have
letters published in the national press in
2015. His, in The Times in mid-August,
argued that the recovery of Hood’s bell
will allow “future generations to be able to
gaze upon (it) and remember the courage

and sacrifice of her ship’s company.” Earlier
in the year Ewen Southby-Tailyour (55-59)
had highlighted “outsiders’ part in ethnic
cleansing in Croatia in 1994-95.” Soon
after Michael Nicholson (57-61) wrote
to the Telegraph to express his support
for the views of the octogenarian Angela
Delevingne who had ascribed her long life
to “whisky and crossword puzzles.” Ewen
also appeared in an entertaining BBC-4
television programme about the legacy of
the Falklands conflict chaired, in a boat, by
the historian and journalist Max Hastings
in September.
Jeffrey Bernard (46-48) may have died
in 1997 but his louche, unquiet spirit lives
on. BBC Radio 4 proved this by reprising
the fine stage play ‘Jeffrey Bernard is
Unwell’ (first performed in the West End in
1989 with Peter O’Toole in the lead part)
with John Hurt playing Bernard. The noted
radio critic Gillian Reynolds observed in
the Telegraph that the play “remains a
blisteringly accurate portrait of the times”
but added that there was a problem in not
being able to see the main character.
The Baltic Exchange website published
a full account in August of the arrival and
launching in Lymington of a new inshore
lifeboat called David Bradley. Members of
the Exchange had raised the money for the
boat in memory of David (65-70), a former
Chairman of the OP Society and for 10
years head of the Baltic Exchange freight
market department. David died suddenly
in May, 2008.

The David Bradley lifeboat is launched
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rehabilitation requirement, and told to pay
£200 compensation to his victim and £295 in
charges and costs.
From the Reading Chronicle November
12th, 2015: “Two goals from Rick Mantell
and an outstanding display by keeper Tommy
Alexander (03-08) enabled Reading to stun
England Hockey champions Wimbledon with
a 2-1 win on Sunday. Man-of-the-match was
Alexander. He was only beaten once and…
with some help from his defence, kept the
home side at bay from their next six short
corners with a string of top-notch saves.
‘He made some really important saves,’ said
player/coach Watts.”

Felix Spender (71-76) today

Felix Spender (71-76) found himself in the
Swindon & Wiltshire News in September in a
feature headlined “Former Army officer who
served as peacekeeper in Kosovo and Iraq now
resolves conflicts in the workplace.” Felix, 57,
retired from the Army in 2010 after 30 years’
service. He then joined Begbies Traynor
Group, a global risk and investigation service,
where he has handled terrorist incidents such
as Somali pirates holding merchant seamen
hostage. In the piece he was quoted as saying
that his military experience had “given me
a very good understanding of people and
conflict. The important thing to understand
is that conflict will always be present and
ensure that is managed.”
Also in September the Telegraph Magazine
carried a long feature article on Westminster
School, now led by Patrick Derham (73-78).
The article described how Patrick “the son of
an alcoholic father…and a mother who still
lives on a Glasgow council estate” attended
eight schools before he was 12 until a bursary
from Pangbourne changed the course of
his life. Patrick went on to study history
at Cambridge and become headmaster at
Solihull and Rugby Schools before moving
to Westminster in 2014. “I am absolutely
passionate about the transformative
power of education,” he told the magazine,
describing how Westminster has linked with
a nearby state-funded neighbour without a
sixth form to provide some of London’s most
deprived students a world-class education.
A factually inaccurate press report of a
violent incident near Sloane Square in London
involving James Beckett-Dunn (97-01)
resulted in a complaint to the Independent
Press Standards Organisation. Beckett-Dunn
admitted assault. A court in Hammersmith
heard he was battling alcoholism and
recovering from cancer. He was sentenced
to a 12-week community order, given a three
month alcohol treatment order, a 15-day
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Also from the Reading Chronicle
November 12th, 2015: “A talented
teenage powerlifter from Caversham
smashed a national record at the recent UK
Championships. Jake Leach (10-15), 18, was
competing in the 83kg squat class at the
LEAF Academy, in Bournemouth, and broke
the long-standing record with a lift of 205kg.
The previous mark was 190kg. Leach – who
is mainly self-taught – only took up the sport
last year (2014), but his combined total in the
squat, bench press and deadlift was a personal
best of 517.5kgs, in an event organised by
the Great Britain Powerlifting Federation.
The former Pangbourne College pupil – who
is also a talented rugby and cricket player –

Jake Leach (10-15)

had several ‘no lifts’, but after count back
that total was enough to give him an overall
bronze medal in the championships. Leach
hopes this total will be enough to be included
in the UK Under 23 team to compete in next
year’s European Championships.”
A book review of ‘The Silent Deep’ in The
Sunday Times by Max Hastings about the RN
Submarine Service since 1945 quoted Roger
Lane-Nott (59-63) and some rather assertive
remarks he admitted to making at the start
of the Falklands conflict. “I’d waited my entire
career for one of those (an order to store for
war). It was wonderful.” You can read more of
what Roger thinks about this in his review of
the book in this magazine.
Malcolm Graham-Wood (70-75) occupied
his usual space in the national press as,
variously, “an independent energy analyst,”
“a consultant to the oil industry,” and “a
consultant at Hydrocarbon Capital.” In each
instance he was approached by journalists
to comment on various newsworthy
developments in the oil and gas sector
including dry wells off the Falkland Islands,
BP’s woes in America, an alleged oil discovery
near Gatwick, and the oscillating price of oil
during the year.
In Australia Rohan Greenland (74-79) got
some national publicity in November after
arguing that the country should not waste
time devising its own salt and sugar reduction
targets to minimize obesity but instead adopt
those of countries like the U which already
has targets to cut salt in 80 food categories as
well as targets for sweet biscuits, margarine,
cheese, canned vegetables and ready
prepared meals. Rohan is spokesman for the
Heart Foundation.

Tommy Alexander (03-08)

NEWS FROM OP LADIES

Tiffany, Dan & baby Lillia Holloway

In July, 2015 Tiffany Holloway (Blagg; 9802) wrote: “I left Pangbourne in 2002 and
went on a gap year doing a scuba diving
conservation project with Greenforce in
Borneo. I then studied Physiotherapy at
The University of Liverpool and graduated
with a 1st. After that I worked at the Berkshire Independent Hospital for three years
before moving to London and joining the
NHS and working for the North West London Trust. There I specialised in Respiratory
physio and have since specialised further to
work in Critical Care and Surgery. Dan (Holloway) and I got married in 2011 at my local
church in Silchester where Marie Efthymiou
(now Butler) was my bridesmaid and fellow
OP Katie Riley (now Curtis) did a reading.
We had a little girl in Feb 2014 and OP Ed
Butler is Lillia’s Godfather. I currently work
at the Royal United Hospital Bath and am
moving on again imminently as Dan’s next
Army posting is in Andover. All in all we are
still very much in close contact with many of
our OP peers.”

Katie Curtis (Riley; 98-02)

Katie Curtis (Riley; 98-02)
went straight to St. Mary’s
University after Pangbourne and
studied English and Drama. She
continues: “After graduation
I went on to work at IMG in
various roles and then ultimately
media marketing for its sports
news agency SNTV. I now run up
my own digital marketing agency
www.thelittledigitalcompany,
specialising
in
affordable
marketing solutions for small
businesses. It provides everything
from websites and branding to
social media management and
SEO. I am living in Wilmslow,
Cheshire with my husband and
15-month old little boy Arthur
but we will be moving back to
London in early 2016.”
“I left the College in 2000,” updates Samantha Garland (98-00), “having being
Chief of St George (that was the first year
the girls marched on their own) and the
year the FIM chapel was opened and Anthony Hudson retired. Since then I’ve studied Drama at university and spent a short
time working in television production.
Then I trained as a teacher and have been
working in London for 10 years. I am currently Head of Pre-Prep at a prep school on
Clapham Common called Parkgate House.
I keep in touch with many OPs and a large
number will be guests at my wedding this
December.”

Samantha Garland (98-00)

Anna Sterling (00-01), wearing her Paravicini blazer, took her place representing
the Old Pangbournian Society among a
line of illustrious Royal Navy admirals at a
ceremony in May. The occasion was HMS
President’s Ceremonial Divisions 2015 on
the Broadwalk, HM Tower of London. HMS
President is the London base of the Royal
Naval Reserve and is located downstream
of Tower Bridge, overlooking the entrance
to St Katharine’s Dock in the City of London.
“As some of you may know I’m doing a
charity boxing fight (on March 22, 2015) in
support of Cancer Research,”. Lucy Dickinson (01-06) informed OPs in an email. “It is

Anna Sterling (00-01)
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being run by Ultimate White Collar Boxing
and involves eight weeks training. If you
would like to donate to a great cause, all
amounts are greatly appreciated…There is
also an opportunity to sponsor me for the
event. This includes having your logo on my
shirt and in the room in front of 1,000 or so
people so some great exposure all for the
bargain of a £50 donation on my Just Giving
page.” Sadly, Lucy never let us know how
she got on.

Victoria Bonwell (05-12)

Victoria Bonwell (05-12) emailed in
December in response to the Headmaster’s
appeal for news of OP Ladies, one of only two
female OPs to do so. She wrote: “After leaving
Pangbourne I moved to Paris for three years
to complete my schooling, studying the IB.
The international community and becoming
fluent in French led me to cross the Atlantic
and attend McGill University in Montreal,

reading History and Art History as a double
major. In between the years at university
I worked in Hong Kong, Paris and London
over the summers to expand my horizons
and became more culturally aware. These
opportunities led to me taking steps into the
art market after graduating in June, 2015.
I began this journey as an Intern in the
Contemporary Art Department at Sotheby’s
London for three months and was offered a
full time position with them, but decided to
reach out to the gallery market. I interned
at the Stephen Friedman Gallery during
Frieze London, which is the busiest time for
the gallery markets. As a result I accepted
a full time position with the renowned
contemporary art gallery Stephen Friedman
as Gallery Assistant.

Karin Tomson (11-13)

Karin Tomson (11-13) was based in
Singapore during 2015 where she was
on an exchange year from her university
(Hertfordshire) in England and also doing
an internship while travelling and exploring SE Asia. When she contacted the
Society she was working with Felicitas
Global Pte Ltd , a market and professional development advisory service with a
focus on SE Asia.

It has been five years since I left
Pangbourne. The many experiences around
the world and the opportunities I have
taken and run with have allowed me to use
my education and foundation of discipline,
comradeship and leadership that I was lucky
enough to learn at Pangbourne. It has led
me to lead a career in the contemporary art
market and be able to learn from renowned
galleries, artists, brands, auction house and
experts in the field. All of this happened
because of what I learned at Pangbourne
as a border, sportswoman, CCF Royal
Marine, 1st XI hockey player, 800m running
champion, head girl of Junior School and as
a member of a school that pushed me out of
my comfort zone.”

Georgia Francis (08-13) raced at the
World Under 23 rowing championships
in the Women’s Double and finished
4th. A report on her great effort can be
found at http://www.britishrowing.
org/news/2015/july/26/future-looksbright-gb-win-six-medals-world-u23s.

FOUNDERS’ DAY
Saturday 9th July 2016

Guest of Honour: Lord Mountevans (Jeffrey Evans 61-66)
Lord Mayor of the City of London
Founders’ Day is always a special event at the College.
In 2016 it is hoped that as many OPs as possible from the 1970s and 2000s will be able to join the celebrations.
Big Side is designated as a specific area where OPs can congregate and enjoy the pleasure of meeting old friends.
Key timings for the day are as follows:

FULL COLLEGE PARADE 10:00 hrs
(Parade Ground)
Followed by coffee on Big Side

T20 CRICKET OP X1 vs THE COLLEGE 13:15 hrs
(Big Side)
Tea is served from 14:30hrs
To play, email Phil.Walden@pangbourne.com

MUSIC AND CHORAL PERFORMANCES
In the Falkland Islands Memorial Chapel
(from mid-afternoon)

BEAT RETREAT 16:30 hrs
(Parade Ground)
While tea and refreshments will be provided on Big Side
during the afternoon, OPs should bring their own picnic lunch.
Parking for all OPs will be available on Bowden

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION EMAIL OP@PANGBOURNE.COM
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LEDGER’S LIFE AN ALWAYS CHALLENGING CAREER
I left the College in 1961 after five years
which shaped the rest of my life in so many
ways, writes Christopher Ledger (57-61). I
owe the unique NCP system and the Petty
Officer Instructors who held it together a
major debt of gratitude. It all contributed
to shaping the man I was to become.
Academic I was NOT. However, I did learn
how to lead and to motivate those around
me.
I joined the Royal Marines in May 1962,
one of 16 2nd Lieutenants. We were a
stroppy ‘batch’. For example: depositing
ten rather rude midshipmen (naked and
at night) on nearby Woodbury Common
(Times headline: “Midshipman Uneasy”);
and leaving a heifer in the cabin of the
BRNC Dartmouth dietician who had
presumed to tell us what to eat (her name
– Miss Bullock!!)
My first Commando, 43 CdoRM, went
to Libya in mid-1964. Then, after sundry
courses, in early 1965 I was posted to 45
CdoRM, at the time fighting one of the last
colonial-era policing wars in Aden. I was
21.
The conflict was fought in floppy hats,
a belt with ammo and water bottles, on
foot and in a hostile environment. It was
exciting, demanding and very much a
subalterns’ war. No body armour or steel
helmets there – thank goodness!!
Aged 22, I was appointed Military Governor
of Perim Island – at the foot of the Red Sea
– and charged with suppressing piracy,
slaving, drug and weapons trafficking. To
do this I could call on 30 Royal Marines and
two rubber outboard boats. I was there
for two months. We caught several pirate
dhows. After this I was given command of
Recce Troop – the peach command for an
RM Lt.
Because of my Pangbourne antecedents
I became a Landing Craft Specialist and
served as OCRM, HMS Bulwark for two
years. Two sets of OP brothers, the Lambs
and the Ledgers, then commanded the
four Detachments in the UK’s Amphibious
Ships.
I stayed at the RM LC/SF base at Poole for
a further five years doing ‘other things’
before being downgraded because of my
eyesight. Next came two years as the Royal

Marines media officer.
Here I made two
programmes with the
BBC and learnt a new
trade that later stood
me in good stead.
In mid-1974 I left the
Royal Marines and
joined Shell UK. My
first job with Shell
involved
getting
onshore drilling rights
in the UK! I was
31. Subsequently I
1965: Perim Island. A captured slaver show in the background.
compiled the first UK
Rummage party about to board for further inspection. Four 11 year
database of pressure
old slave girls were found hidden under rotting fish.
groups and a guide
on how to work with
Urban Development Corporations. I was
them. Other interesting appointments now 41.
followed including Head of Shell UK Films
(our films were borrowed 40,000 times a Aged 47 I left Shell. Then followed a
year and I made four films pa).
number of different appointments and
some strange adventures – space and
Subsequently, still with Shell, I set up the other factors do not allow me to elaborate
first Enterprise Agency (LENTA); co-wrote too much, but suffice it to say each one
“Business in the Community’ – embraced was of itself a preparation for the next one.
by a young Prince Charles ( I had plucked
him out of the water after his first water For the last 12 years I have spent most
jump; he remembered!); did a spell as of the time in and out of the Gulf, much
the UK representative on the OECD’s of it on security and systemic resilience
committee on Inner Cities; and became consultancy contracts to governments
Director of Public Affairs, Politics and there. I am still working. Stop, and one
Crisis Management, Shell Expro, for two soon fades away!
years. Finally I was seconded to the UK
government to run a quango setting up six Christopher Ledger (57-61)

Barney Spender (76-81)r at work

2013: Carrying out a security audit of the 410,000dwt VLOC being built in China for Oman
Shipping Company.
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PROFILE: THE SPORTING LIFE
SORT OF A
CONFRONTATIONAL
CHARACTER

where I am really enjoying my rugby,” said
Darryl, who when it comes to dreaming of
England does not have far to look, as he
lives in Twickenham.

A number of OPs are now earning a living
through sport. In the profiles below Rupert
Bates (77-81) and Barney Spender (76-81)
feature two of them.

Darryl enjoyed his time at Pangbourne –
hardly surprising as he was in the greatest
division Macquarie - both academically
and on the sports field, having joined from
another school with the sea in its blood,
the London Nautical School in Blackfriars,
founded in 1915 as a result of the official
report into the sinking of the Titanic.
“Although not to the extent of Pangbourne,
we did a bit of parade work and marching
there, but I never had any specific intention
of joining the Navy.”

I now know why I was a hooker of very
little distinction in my rugby playing days at
Pangbourne, writes Rupert Bates. I didn’t
have Darryl Marfo (07-09) alongside me at
prop.
Hardly surprising as our Pangbourne
eras were a mere 28 years apart and I never
gravitated further upward than the 2nd XV,
which didn’t stop me pontificating about
rugby for 20 years for The Sunday Telegraph,
covering five World Cup tournaments.
Whether Darryl, 26, who plays for
London Welsh in the Championship, will
grace a World Cup – on the field rather than
from the press box – we will have to wait
and see, but the former Macquarie man and
Chief Cadet Captain of the College certainly
has all the attributes. At 6ft 2 inches and
120kg (just under 19 stone), Darryl is the
right physical specimen. And he clearly also
has the mental attitude and focus to make it
to the top even if, for now, he is as the cliché
demands, “taking it one game at a time.”
“Every player wants to make it to the
highest level and I have the ambition, but
at the moment it is about working hard and
doing the best I can with London Welsh,

Darryl Marfo (07-09)
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“But I love scrummaging and it is
obviously a massive part of any prop’s game.
I am quite a confrontational character and it
is one of the few areas of rugby where you
go toe to toe with your opposite number – a
battle within a battle. I relish the challenge
every time the referee blows for a scrum.”
London Welsh play at the Kassam
Stadium in Oxford, but many years ago I
remember covering them at Old Deer Park
on the day when a lunch for legendary
Wales internationals was held.

Darryl was a hugely popular figure at
Pangbourne, although not so popular
with opposition front-rows on the rugby
pitch. “My first year at Pangbourne was
hampered by an ankle injury. I have been a
prop since the age of 12. I was too slow to
be anything else.”

There was a moment I will never forget,
although you have to remember the golden
Welsh rugby era of the 1970s to appreciate
the significance. The London Welsh press
officer handed over a scrap of paper with
the official attendance on it. The paper was
passed from Gareth Edwards to Phil Bennett
to John Dawes to Gerald Davies to JPR
Williams – to RTN Bates, who, er, dropped
it. And I wonder why I never got into the
Pangbourne 1st XV!

Darryl joined Harlequins aged 14 and
went through the Elite Player Development
Group and the Academy, where one of his
coaches was Charlie Ellison, who was also
director of sport at Pangbourne. Darryl,
a full-time professional rugby player
since leaving the college, made 32 senior
appearances for Quins until he left for
London Welsh last summer.

Darryl was not 1st XV captain in his
final year at Pangbourne. That honour fell
to another great young talent Michael
Channing (08-10), a fly-half and another
graduate of the Harlequins Academy, before
switching codes and playing rugby league
for Castleford Tigers, Featherstone Rovers
and Wales. We will follow both their rugby
careers with great interest and huge pride.

“England loosehead Joe Marler is at
Harlequins. Moving to London Welsh
has given me more playing opportunities
and starting games.” Harlequins also had
a certain Jason Leonard in their
loose-head ranks of yore, with
the 2003 World Cup winning prop
a regular face at last year’s World
Cup as President of the Rugby
Football Union. “I used to bump
into Jason occasionally at the club,
or saw him through the window of
the bar!”
When Darryl left The Stoop,
Harlequins Director of Rugby Conor
O’Shea said: “During his 10 years
associated with the club, Darryl
has made a huge contribution.”
Harlequins instilled all the core
skills into Darryl and the all-round
game required in the modern era,
no matter which position you play.

Rupert Bates (77-81)

Former sports writer Rupert Bates is
editorial director of the new homes portal
WhatHouse.com
and
housebullding
trade magazine Show House. He also
hosts the annual housebuilding ‘oscars’
the WhatHouse? Awards and is property
correspondent of The Field magazine.

PROFILE: THE SPORTING LIFE
THE RIDE OF HIS LIFE

then pray he would recover. Simon
had suffered a fractured vertebra,
a broken arm and collarbone,
multiple breaks to his ribs while
both of his lungs had collapsed –
one of which was punctured. His
chances of survival were low.

Peter Dredge (79-81) made national
headlines last summer when he rescued
his son from the powerboat he had been
driving on a test run. Barney Spender went
to meet his old Hesperus cadre.
Peter Dredge knows about speed. He
loves speed. He lives speed. While you
and I are taking the morning train to the
office and wondering whether Dawn from
Accounts will be along with this month’s
PP12s, Pete is down by the water, making
final preparations for a date with Speed.
“It’s so exhilarating,” says Peter, once
berated by Peter Politzer for overturning his
single scull, but now the technical director
at Vector World. “It is like flying. There is
that rush of adrenalin but also that feeling
of danger, knowing that you have to be
perfectly tuned with each wave not just to
win the race, or to break the record, but to
make it safely back to port.”
Oh yes. Pete Dredge knows about speed
all right. He has raced powerboats since
1989, eight years after leaving Pangbourne
and eight years after the accident which
changed his life.
In November, 1981 Peter had passed
the Admiralty Interview Board and
was preparing to head to the Navy and
Dartmouth the following spring. Life was
sweet; his dream of flying RN jets very much
alive. Then came a trip to the pub. Pete
was on his motorbike, a little Honda 250,
approaching The Beehive in Upper Basildon
when disaster struck. “Let’s just say I had an
altercation with a parked car,” he says. “It
was legally parked on a dark bend but I was
probably going a bit too fast.”
Pete survived but his right femur was
smashed into eight pieces. “I was lucky. My
dad had a similar motorbike accident, also
when he was 19. He lost a leg.” The crash
meant a year of rehab and a change in plan.
The Royal Navy now decided that HM The
Queen no longer required his services so
Peter had to look elsewhere.
He joined his College friend John
Lancaster-Smith, now an airline pilot, on
a course for boatyard management in
Southampton. That led him up the foam-

Peter Dredge (76-81) and family

crested highway, through two Fastnet races,
to the world of powerboats.
“I was doing a period of work experience
where the company who build powerboats
wouldn’t let me have Friday afternoons
off to prepare for RORC and JOG Channel
sailing races. So I slipped into a powerboat
as a navigator. I was good at it, so got more
experience and soon was being asked to
drive or throttle them.”
Dredge’s professional CV since then is
impressive. Apart from being a technical
designer and racer, he has also worked
on the design and development side of
powerboats. He held the post of Director of
Powerboat Racing and Recreational Motorboating at the Royal Yachting Association
(RYA) for 14 years and was responsible for
developing many of the safety standards
and guidelines used today in all aspects of
recreational and professional powerboat
racing.
Today Peter surely deserves a place
among the elite of Pangbourne’s sporting
alumni. He has raced in every offshore class,
winning two world and three European
championships. He has broken 21 world
speed and endurance records, 15 of which
still stand today.
There have been downs, of course. Speed
is fun but speed is also dangerous. A month
spent in hospital in the summer of 2015
watching his son Simon battling for his life
is the lowest he has ever felt. Their boat
had flipped at 70 mph while doing trials in
the Solent. Pete dived down to rescue his
unconscious son from the upturned hull and

“It was hell. One of the biggest
worries was if there had been
any brain damage caused by the
impact or by what was effectively
the drowning. Waiting for him to
come round was incredibly hard. “I
couldn’t sleep because every time
I shut my eyes all I could see was
my son not breathing.” Eventually,
however, he pulled through.
Pete returned to action in September with
an impressive victory in the Cowes-TorquayCowes race, inspired perhaps by seeing
Simon on the quayside raising the starting
flag. And 2016 will be the same, his Vector
Martini team supplemented by the good
looks of David Gandy and the racing genes
of Bruno Senna. The Vector Cup beckons in
June and, amid the record attempt, there is
likely to be a crack at the Poole-Cherbourg.
“It’s all about speed,” he says. “It is a
compulsion. And one of my little mantras in
life is that you should try and do something
a little bit scary every day. It keeps you alive.”

Barney Spender (76-81)r at work

Barney Spender works for Eurosport in
Paris, writing and presenting news bulletins
and commentating on events such as Top
14 rugby, French Open tennis and Twenty20
cricket (the last of those in French. Currently
he is also working on his first feature length
documentary, The Road to Sparta. Financed
through crowd-funding, the film follows
four runners as they attempt to complete
the 246-kilometre course from Athens to
Sparta in 36 hours.
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WHO ARE THEY?
WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

The photo above is very small and rather obscure. But a nostalgic OP wants to know who is in it! As far as the Editor can tell, it is of a hockey 2nd X1
team in the 1960s. But perhaps someone can enlighten us?

The photo above dates from 1999 and shows Oliver Westgate and friends on the day they left the College. Who are they?
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BOOK REVIEWS
GREAT COMPANY

IN SEARCH OF MIKE CUMBERLEGE

ISBN: 978-1-85239-047-1 (Initiatives of Change; paperback £7.99)

(Knightwrite Ltd; ISBN: 978-0-9568770-1-7)

By Michael Smith (60-65)

This is the sixth book by Michael
Smith, his fifth under the imprint
of the Caux-based Initiatives of
Change (an outgrowth of the Moral
Rearmament movement) of which
he is currently Head of Business
Programmes, his third built around
the idea of how best to achieve
“virtuous capitalism” and his first
since the financial crash of 2008 on
the need for a “moral” basis for the
market economy.
In no sense is this readable work
an even-handed production; Smith
admits that he is an “unashamed”
advocate of the values and virtues
espoused by his idealistic employer.
Instead, it is aimed squarely at convincing, in his words, “a generation
of young entrepreneurs…to put into practice the highest moral
and ethical standards” in their lives. Or to state it another way, “to
encourage the emergence of an equitable society and humane world.”
In this narrow sense the book comes close to being a sustained assault
on materialism, the profit motive and the “me, more, now” culture of
today’s developed world. The result is a sometimes uncomfortable, if
challenging, read. Every sort of corporate malfeasance is highlighted
with only a few offsetting examples. Any business man or woman
reading “Great Company” is likely to end up feeling deeply concerned
about what they do each day and how they do it.
No prisoners are taken. Corruption, whistle-blowing, fraud,
environmental degradation, climate change and much more beside
are all laid at the door of capitalism. Corporate attitudes, motivations
and behaviours are scrutinised sceptically. So is the concept of
shareholder value and the profit motive. Business schools that teach
“business ethics” are applauded, Friedmanite economics derided. And
numerous quotations from far and wide are deployed to buttress the
central arguments.
Smith’s own interest in “all this” is raised by the author himself. The
collapse of his father’s textile mill in Yorkshire in the 1950s, and the
family’s subsequent “fall” to life in a small bungalow in Selsey, could be
part of the explanation. So could his strong evangelical faith, an innate
suspicion of wealth and a highly developed sense of fairness.
“The world needs a conscience-based market economy (and) a
considerate capitalism – considerate of the needs of others and not
just its own self-interest as owners, producers and service providers”
he writes at one point. “An economy that is fuelled by empathy for
others and for human well-being.” Such hopes have probably driven
the liberal left since the Industrial Revolution. In effect, they seek
a recasting of human nature. Mike Smith, for one, believes it is still
possible and works tirelessly to that end.
by Robin Knight (56-61)

By Robin Knight (56-61)
I trust the author will
forgive me if I say
that I am in danger of
making this appraisal
considerably
longer
than the work under
review: with 16 pages
of photographs and
just 20 pages of text,
this would not be
difficult.

However, in those
few pages, Robin
Knight has laid the
basis for further study
of the short life of OP
Lieutenant Commander Michael Cumberlege, DSO and
Bar, RD, Greek War Cross, RNR (19-22) who was murdered
by the Germans on, it is believed, the 10th April 1945 in
Sachsenhausen concentration camp. Aged 36 when he
died leaving a wife and son, he had crammed much into
the intervening years and yet, despite Robin’s diligent
research, we are left with only a tantalising glimpse of a
short life, well-lived in peace and war.
As a taster - to say more would repeat almost all that
the author has written - Mike Cumberlege joined the
Nautical College Pangbourne in 1919 two years after its
formation. There followed time in the Merchant Navy,
the Royal Naval Reserve and as a ‘professional’ yacht
skipper; including skippering the famous Jolie Brise. This
preceded, notably, a series of cruises around the Adriatic
and Aegean. Called up for war service in 1940, again with
the RNR, Cumberlege’s character and knowledge were
soon recognised with appointments first to a French
anti-smuggling unit in the Mediterranean, then as a
liaison officer to General de Gaulle and subsequently in
the Cape Verde Islands.
In 1941, due to Cumberlege’s intimate knowledge of
the Aegean and his ability in handling small sailing vessels,
he was recruited by the Special Operations Executive.
Following a failed attempt to block the Corinth canal
he was then wounded by dive-bombers while a second
attempt to block the canal, Operation Locksmith, ended
in disaster and his eventual capture. Along the way, and
during the German invasion of Crete, he was captain of a
caique that had been armed and refitted for clandestine
missions during the German occupation of that island.
It might appear unlikely that much more will emerge
of Cumberlege’s life and that, consequently, this small
book will remain the ultimate tribute - the definitive
eulogy - of a man of extraordinary courage and fortitude,
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and yet…. I have a growing and happy suspicion that a
number of previously unknown avenues will now open as
this brief, compact account begins to enjoy (as it should
do) a widening circulation. I hope so for I hope too that
Robin Knight will, one day, be able to expand the life of
Mike Cumberlege from this ‘trailer’ into a full-length
biography: a biography of a man described in Issue 76 of
the College’s Log as being “truly Elizabethan in character
- a combination of gaiety and solidity and sensitiveness
and poetry with daring and adventurousness - and great
courage.
by Ewen Southby-Tailyour (55-59)

THIRTY YEARS AROUND THE WORLD
by Tim Le Couteur (58-62)

ISBN: 978-0-473-29942-2 Published in 2015. Available
in the UK for £14.99 from www.sailingbooks.co.uk and
in eBook format from Amazon and iBooks.
Pangbourne has a lot to answer for, some readers of
this review may feel. But the teacher who handed out an
end-of-year Form 1VA Industry Award in 1960 perhaps
has more than most to explain. The prize that year was
a book titled The Sea is for Sailing by Dr. Peter Pye and it
was, says the winner Tim Le Couteur in this entertaining
sailing memoir, “the spark that formed itself into our
adventure” to the Southern Seas in 1971/72.
Over 30 years, while working in the U.K and New Zealand
as a chartered accountant, businessman, entrepreneur
and guesthouse proprietor, Tim made three epic voyages
in three different yachts. In the process he spent four years
at sea, circumnavigated the globe, sailed more than 51,000
nautical miles and visited at least 500 anchorages in 50+
countries. On each of these voyages he was accompanied
by his loyal wife Ginny. He never capsized or sank, always

operated on a shoestring and, initially
anyway, learned as he went along. It is
some record.
The generously illustrated book
is divided into three parts, each
covering one of the cruises. The story
begins in 1969 when Tim married
Ginny in Birmingham and the couple
decided to give up their safe jobs and
sail to New Zealand with just £300 of
funds on a boat called Wei Hai lacking
all modern navigational aids such as
a radio transmitter. Tim did, however,
have ‘O’ levels in Seamanship and
Navigation courtesy of the NCP!
This first voyage took 168 days of sailing and went relatively
smoothly. The couple then decided to settle in Auckland in 1973 and
for the next two decades their focus was on careers and family. Ginny,
a physiotherapist, had three children while Tim became Group Finance
Controller for Rothmans Industries in New Zealand before setting up
a successful plastics recycling business and racing at weekends at the
Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron. Then, having sold his business,
Tim got the cruising bug again, bought an ocean-going cruiser called
Falconer and took his entire family on an adventure in 1993/94 that
lasted 280 days at sea and involved a voyage around the Mediterranean
and across the Atlantic.
By 2000, with the children away from home, Tim (at that point
55) and Ginny had their sights on an epic long voyage. So they leased
their house, sold a picture framing business and bought a 13- metre
yacht in France called Hesperine. This time the goal was no less
than a circumnavigation of the globe, starting in the Mediterranean,
crossing the Atlantic and Pacific oceans and returning to the Med.
via the Indian Ocean and the Red Sea. Planned to last 18 months,
the cruise eventually took 26 months. Along the way dozens
of friends and family joined in for segments including Tim’s 80year old mother. Near Yemen, in the heart of the offshore pirate
industry, Hesperine had a scary encounter with “fishermen.” But
otherwise it was another triumph of focus, determination and
planning on a massive scale.
To this non-sailor, some of the most interesting parts of the
book involve hazards that the Le Couteurs invariably take in
their stride – the threat of crime in remote inshore anchorages;
leaking hulls; customs officials on the take; visa problems;
clearance fees; the weather killer whales; “no no flies;” ropey
engines; potentially serious health matters at sea such as
rumbling appendix, toothache and influenza, and hitherto
unknown factors like “pitch poling”. This said, a high degree
of ingenuity, determination and common sense mark the Le
Couteurs out from the crowd.
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In the end a life onshore became inevitable. Ginny, remarks
Tim, “had already lived on board various yachts for seven of 34
years marriage and wanted to be land-based again, spending
more time with the family.” So the couple sold Hesperine and
ran a guest house on Waiheke Island off the northeast coast of
New Zealand’s North Island for four years before retiring. Today
they have no regrets about the nomadic, restless and highly
adventurous life they have led. In Tim’s words at the end of this
illuminating memoir: “Given another life, would we do it all again?
Of course.”
by Robin Knight (56-61)

THE STORY OF MAYFAIR

by Peter Wetherell (66-70) (from Wetherell; £25rrp)
For most of the past 40 years a larger-than-life OP named Peter
Wetherell has sold property in Mayfair, in the process founding his
own estate agency, promoting this West End district of London at every
opportunity and coming to dominate the residential sales sector of
one of the capital’s most upmarket areas.
This is Wetherell’s second book about Mayfair. The first, eight years
ago, celebrated his company’s 25-year association with Mayfair. In
The Story of Mayfair – from 1664 Onwards the objective is different
– to celebrate the district’s 350th anniversary from its early days in the
17th century when it was best known for its muddy fields and mass
executions at Tyburn.
How times have changed! Wetherell reveals that in 2014 an entry
level one-bedroom flat on Berkeley Street sold for about £1 million.
“You have to be wealthy” he notes rather drily. Other statistics in the
book underline the scale of this transformation. In 1999 the Canadian
embassy on Grosvenor Square failed to sell for £50 million. In 2013 it
was “snapped up” for £306 million, and there were 20 bidders. Over
the past 16 years the Crown Estate has spent £1 billion transforming
Regent Street. Shop rents in Bond Street have been rising at 30% a
year. Currently at least £840 million is committed to residential
developments in the area.
Mayfair has known plenty of boom-and-bust periods in the past and
this could be another of them although Peter Wetherell doubts it. After
the First World War, to give one example, aristocrats and plutocrats
were no longer able to afford the many fine mansions on Piccadilly and
Park Lane. Most were demolished or destroyed in 1939-45. For the
next 45 years a majority of the townhouses in the area became offices
thanks to a temporary regulation designed to remedy a post-war lack
of office space. Once the working day ended, Mayfair emptied.
The turnaround began in the early 1990s when the regulation lapsed
and today Mayfair’s residential population is soaring as foreign money
seeking a safe haven floods in. “The whole of Mayfair looks as if it has
been given a wash and brush up,” remarks Wetherell. His company
has surfed the wave, winning The Sunday Times “Estate Agency of the
Year” award for prestige property in 2009 and featuring prominently in
a recent BBC television documentary about Mayfair.
This is an entertaining, well presented and well illustrated coffee
table book likely to attract anyone wishing to know how the other half
(or should that be the uber-rich?) live. Today Mayfair is back near the
top of the UK Monopoly Board. Nothing short of a global cataclysm
suggests it will lose that crown any time soon.
by Robin Knight (56-61)

THE SILENT DEEP – The Royal Navy Submarine
Service since 1945
by PETER HENNESSY & JAMES JINKS

(ISBN 978-1-846-14580-3; Allen Lane 2015; £30)
Pangbourne
College
has produced many
submariners including
three
Flag
Officer
Submarines – Vice
Admiral Sir Ian McGeoch
(28-31), Rear Admiral
Niall Kilgour (63-68)
and myself, writes Rear
Admiral Roger LaneNott (59-63).
Within weeks of
arriving at Britannia
Royal Naval College
Dartmouth
my
assistant
Divisional
Officer Lieutenant Bob
Worlidge - a submarine engineer- had convinced me and
a few of my colleagues that the future of the Navy was in
submarines not aircraft carriers. How right he was, and
so started my 32 years in the Royal Navy.
It was 1963 and the UK had just bought a nuclear
power plant for HMS Dreadnought and the Polaris
submarines were being built. Worlidge was right and
the Submarine Service did get the lion’s share of the
Royal Navy budget as we built four Polaris submarines,
four Trident submarines and, to date, 19 nuclear attack
submarines. For the next three decades we were very
much at the front line of the Cold War and, as it turned
out, the Falklands War and subsequent conflicts.
This account starts by explaining the Submarine
Command Course or ‘Perisher’ – six months of brutal
and close examination of whether the potential
Commanding Officer has what it takes. My course
with Commander Toby Frere as my Teacher in 1974 is
etched on my memory. But it did prepare me for the
challenges ahead. Submarine accidents are also covered
and after the loss of HMS Affray in the Channel with all
hands in April, 1951 the Armed Forces Minister told the
Commons: “Submarines are complex ships, operating
in an environment that is extremely dangerous, even in
peacetime. Submariners operate at the limits of human
ingenuity.”
The book covers the period from the end of World War
II to the present day and charts the political and naval
decision-making process which brought the Porpoise
and Oberon Class diesel submarines. It also includes the
early attempts to use these conventional submarines
for intelligence-gathering against the Soviets and initial
forays close to and under the ice.

Mayfair’s Mr. Wetherell (66-70)

Subsequently it expands into the nuclear submarine
intelligence-gathering patrols. One, in particular, has a
resonance for me – Operation Agile Eagle in the autumn
of 1978. At the time I was the Deputy Submarine
Operations Officer at Northwood running submarine
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operations with Commander John Speller. HMS Sovereign under
Commander Richard Farnfield trailed a Soviet Delta submarine for
eight weeks covering 10,724 miles and going as far south as the
Cape Verde Islands. This type of operation was but one of many
carried out by nuclear submarines from the Valiant class to the
Swiftsure class to the Trafalgar class.
The narrative also indicates the very close US/UK relationship
in submarine warfare that continues to this day and explains just
how much both the US and UK submarines contributed to the
demise of the Soviet Union. There is much on the political story
of the Royal Navy’s conversion from to nuclear power and nuclear
deterrence and the key relationships between Lord Mountbatten
and the very awkward Admiral Rickover, the father of the US
Navy’s nuclear programme and how the US helped the UK build
nuclear submarines. Also, Macmillan and Kennedy over the
decision to buy Polaris missiles leading to the Nassau agreement
in 1962, and then Callaghan and Carter and Thatcher and Reagan
over Trident. Some of the political dialogue is hard reading, but
for someone who experienced these times it is fascinating too
since so much of the wrangling was above our pay grade.

OBITUARIES

Nigel Hollebone (59-63) died on August 16th, 2015, aged 69,

Around p400 (this is a 820pp book) the authors get on to
submarine operations during the Falklands War. As a participant
myself, their account is pretty accurate and reflects much of what
we felt at the time.

after a courageous battle against cancer sustained over five years.
He left a partner Cherry, a son Andrew and two grandchildren. At
the time of his death he was President of the Old Pangbournian
Society.

This is not an official history but it is as good as it gets and
is a very good read if you are interested in the submarine story.
From a personal perspective it covers all the aspects of submarine
operations very well and is a testament to the Commanding
Officers, Officers and Ships Companies of all the post World War II
submarines and the extraordinary things they did.

At the Nautical College Nigel excelled as a boxer and gymnast.
Always destined for the Merchant Navy, he joined Port Line and
the RNR after four years at the College and remained at sea until he
gained his Second Mate’s certificate. He then came ashore in 1967
and joined T&J Harrison, a Liverpool-based company with 40 cargo
vessels trading between U.K. ports and the West Indies, Africa and
the U.S.A., as a management trainee.

Two quotes from the book sum things up:
“Why did we need covert surveillance operations in the Cold
War? We had to demonstrate that we could prevent the Soviets
breaking out into the Atlantic from their Northern Fleet bases.
Could we and our allies have stopped them? Answer, probably not.
There were just too many of them, even if our weapons had been
effective against their very deep-diving hulls and high speeds. But
at least we could have given them a bloody nose, and at a higher
level they knew it.
Captain Richard Sharpe 2010

Remaining with Harrisons for the next three decades, he was
based in southern Africa and the Caribbean for 12 years as the
company’s commercial representative. Returning to England in the
early 1980s, he was given charge of the firm’s London office, a post
he held for 21 years. In 1983 he joined the T&J Harrison (Liverpool)
board as the Sales, Marketing and Personnel Director. Fifteen
years later he was elected to the main board of Harrison’s holding
company. He retired in 2003 and shortly after was appointed a
magistrate on the West Hertfordshire Bench.

The threat is REAL and very much more to those who have
mixed it with the opposition than most of us to who tend to
regard it as an academic exercise or an opportunity to score off
our contempories in fleet exercises
Commander John (Sandy) Woodward 1970
by Roger Lane-Nott (59-63)

T&J Harrison was one of the early shipping company shareholders
in the NCP and supplied a member of the governing Board. From
the late-1950s that individual was Marcus Graham (31-35), later
to become Chairman of the Board of Governors and a key figure
in the transformation of the NCP into Pangbourne College in the
1970s. Nigel fell under his wing at Harrisons and replaced him on
the Board as the T&J Harrison representative in 1987.

ALSO RECEIVED IN 2015
(REVIEWS ON THE OP WEBSITE):
■

■
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The Radleys of the Lea by Clive Radley – a history of a
notable East End rowing family featuring a chapter on
the College’s first Boatman, Laurie Radley.
The Long Meadow by Nicholas Bomford – a memoir
by a well known schoolmaster who spent three years
at Pangbourne College early in his career in the 1970s
and later rose to become Headmaster of Harrow
School.

He was to remain a Governor of Pangbourne College for the next
two decades, becoming Vice-Chairman in the mid-1990s and not
retiring until 2007. In 1992 he was elected to the committee of the
OP Society and served as Chairman in 1994-95. At the end of 2012
he was elected President of the Society for a five year term.
An outpouring of heartfelt tributes and recognition of his
personal qualities and years of conscientious service in the name
of Pangbourne College followed his death. In the words of the
Headmaster, Thomas Garnier: “Nigel managed to balance a warm
and always supportive manner with a rigorous and pragmatic
approach to issues…He must surely rank among the most loyal,
proud and committed of Pangbournians.”

Ian Shuttleworth (57-62) at Goodwood

Ian

Shuttleworth (57-62) died
peacefully on 23rd May, 2015, aged 71,
after a courageous fight against cancer. He
was the brother of Michael, Richard (his
twin), Ashton, William and James. A Service
of Thanksgiving attended by more than 600
people was held in Cowes on September
25th.

Most of Ian Shuttleworth’s life was
defined by a single day in July, 1969 when a
car he was travelling in as a passenger near
the Royal Naval Air Station at Culdrose in
Cornwall was involved in a serious accident.
Ian, then aged 25, was paralysed from the
upper chest down and spent the remainder
of his life in a wheelchair. He was awarded
damages of £75,000 in the High Court (the
equivalent of £900,000 today) – the highest
award for personal injuries made to a man
at the time. He never complained about his
cruel fate. But one day, asked by a friend if
he had “got used” to his predicament, he
replied that “each day was a real bastard.”
Since there was nothing he could do about
it “the only solution was to make the best
of every day and try and smile.” Added the
friend: “That, to me, is real bravery.”
Ian Ashton Shuttleworth was born on
11th March, 1944 into an old military family
from Derbyshire. With his near-identical
twin Richard, he attended Desmoor
preparatory school near Cranleigh, the
Nautical College Pangbourne, and Britannia
Royal Naval College, Dartmouth. Here he
and Richard entered the Royal Navy as
officers, as had their father before them.
After Dartmouth the twins decided to
become helicopter pilots and received their
wings on the same day despite attempts by
the RN hierarchy to separate them.
Forced to leave the Royal Navy following
his accident, Ian spent six months in
a specialist spinal unit near Sheffield.
Eventually he moved to London, living in
a flat in Chelsea for more than 30 years.

In London he worked at first for a public
relations company before becoming an
articled clerk in the law firm Slaughter & May
in 1974 – a decision he quickly regretted.
Shortly after, Ian left Slaughter & May
without a backward look and headed to
Mojacar in southern Spain. Here he bought
and ran a bar called Kontiki for a couple of
years with the help of girls who arrived from
London. Tiring of the lifestyle, he sold the bar
in 1976 to one of the masterminds behind
the Great Train Robbery, Gordon Goody,
fresh out of jail after a 12-year stretch.
The expatriate community in Mojacar was
appalled by the deal and Ian voluntarily
returned to Spain for a time to help Goody
get established.
Back in London Ian, who had learned to
sail on the Solent as an 11-year old while
living in Southsea, was introduced by a
friend to the newly-formed Jubilee Sailing
Trust (JST) which had been set up in 1978
to facilitate sailing for the disabled. Taken
on as a fund-raiser, over the next 35 years
he generated more than £1 million for the
Trust, never accepting expenses for his
ceaseless efforts and ending up as a Trustee
and vice chairman and sailing frequently
with the organisation. In the words of the
current chief executive, Duncan Souster:
“He will be sorely missed by the JST. He was
an amazing contributor to our work.”

Ian Shuttleworth’s four OP brothers (ltor)
Willie, James, Richard & Michael

Lt. Cdr. Charles Compton (33-36)
died on 23 February, 2015. He was 95.
He married four times, latterly in 1960 to
Sally who survives him together with three
of his four children. His son, the writer
Nic Compton, provided the detail for this
obituary:
“Born in Hong Kong, Charles spent three
years at the NCP and won a Royal Life Saving
Society medal in 1934. Three years later he
entered the Royal Navy as a Special Entry
cadet, serving time on Frobisher as part of
his training. The following year he joined
the cruiser Birmingham as a Midshipman
and would have been on board when the
vessel was sent as a deterrent measure to
Hong Kong in October, 1938 along with a
battalion of Seaforth Highlanders following
Japan’s offensive in South China.
In 1940 Compton transferred to Bulldog,
based at Scapa Flow. Initially the destroyer
searched for German minelayers before
taking part in June in the evacuation of
3,300 allied troops at St. Valery. The ship
was badly damaged by German air attacks
as she sailed back to England and was
later hit by German raiders in Portsmouth
harbour, killing her captain.
In 1941 Compton, now aged 22, joined
Galatea as part of the fleet hunting for
the German battleship Bismark in the
Atlantic. That December, by then in the
Mediterranean, Galatea was sunk by a
U-boat 35 miles off Alexandria with the
loss of 470 lives. Compton was one of
some 144 survivors and recuperated in
Alexandria and Durban, South Africa.
During the Spring of 1942 he served
as Naval Advisor on the famous war film
In Which We Serve and had a cameo role
as a young officer reporting to the captain,
Noel Coward. Later that year Compton
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was declared “medically unfit” and put on
the RN retirement list, most likely suffering
from the after-effects of the Galatea disaster.
Subsequently he was ‘loaned’ to the Foreign
Office 1943-45, working first in London and
later in Cuba.
After the war he moved to New York.
Among other activities, he set up a riding
school in California and, one year, spent
Christmas with the Kennedy family in Florida.
He had met the Kennedys at Palm Beach
through a family connection and become
a buddy of JFK, the future US President,
before he began his political career. In 1960
he moved on to the Bahamas and became
a yacht agent. That year he took part in the
Miami-Nassau powerboat race. His boat
exploded in mid-race and he suffered third
degree burns. Aged 42, he returned to
England in 1961 and built another career
around the sea, sailing principally in the
Mediterranean and through French canals.

Anthony Hudson (1939-2015) was
Headmaster of Pangbourne College from
1988-2000. He died on March 8th, aged
76, after a long illness bravely endured.
He leaves a wife, Liz, three children and
seven grandchildren. A long obituary
was published in The Times. Educated at
Tonbridge School and Oxford University,
he taught for many years at Radley College
where he was a housemaster and latterly
Sub-Warden (Second Master). In retirement
he was Master of The Skinners’ Company,
one of the leading livery companies in the
city of London
Two of his colleagues at Pangbourne,
Robin Brodhurst and Gerry Pike, write:

LIVES REMEMBERED
Beaman, John (46-50) died at Coffs
Harbour, NSW, Australia on 6th September,
2015 after a long illness.
Beak, Mike (56-60) sailed with British India
becoming a Chief Officer. After BI he ran a
company in East Anglia supplying the North
Sea oil and gas industry. Later he owned a
business re-grooving farmers’ yards with a
diamond disc cutter.

“Anthony Hudson (or Huddy, as he was
widely known) arrived at Pangbourne with
a reputation as an outstanding housemaster
at Radley and a competitive rugby coach.
He brought both sets of skills to bear almost
immediately. He inherited a school that
was at a crossroads with falling numbers
and an ethos that looked outdated to many
prospective parents – an ex-naval school
living on past glories
Into this setting he and his wife Liz,
brought a huge injection of vitality, humanity
and liberal educational values, a wide
knowledge of the teaching world and an
even wider social world, all of which they
invited into Devitt House. The doors of the
College were literally thrown open
Huddy promptly set out to improve
recruitment by raising the standard of sport.
This he achieved through attracting young,
talented and charismatic games-playing
schoolmasters. Many were drawn through
personal contact and through quirky adverts
such as: ‘Wanted: Renaissance Man, old
head on young legs’. From one such advert
he recruited Keith Young, David Tooze
and Roger Cheeseman, acquiring two
housemasters and three heads of major
games in one fell swoop. The result was a
galvanising injection of energy into Common
Room, which occasionally produced
tension with the Old Guard. Numbers rose
dramatically, as did morale and an essential
building programme began in earnest. It was
a dynamic and exciting period in the school’s
history
Huddy’s characteristic response to the
school’s tribulations of January 1993 was to
be painfully transparent, showing an honesty
which many misunderstood. However, he

Anthony Hudson at FIMC 2014

re-gathered his strength, and he and Liz
put their shoulders to the wheel a second
time and got the College’s confidence
and numbers back up to over 400. The
commitment to take girls right through the
school was a defining moment which helped
to consolidate the pastoral revolution which
was already underway
Huddy had long cherished the noble
ideal of building a chapel as the living
centrepiece of a Christian school. Recruiting
some remarkable allies, he drove a unique
campaign through myriad funding and
bureaucratic obstacles to a triumphant
conclusion. In his last year as Headmaster
he proudly welcomed the Queen to the
formal opening of the Falklands Islands
Memorial Chapel. He was awarded the MBE
for this work and the Chapel remains a fitting
monument to his virtue and to his vision.”

These OPs are known to have died in 2014-15. Full length obituaries are
on the OP Society website at www.oldpangbournian.co.uk>Obituaries

Chadwick, Peter (35-39) was CCCC in
1939. He joined the Royal Navy and took
part in North Atlantic convoys during
WW11. Post-war, he trained as a teacher
before becoming a Church of England
parish priest.

Cheney, Peter (42-45) spent a decade
in the MN before taking over the family
estate agency and auctioneering business
in Littlehampton, Sussex which he ran
Peter Cheney (42-45)
Campbell, H.A. (44-47) lived in Australia
for 50 years. Much of his spare time was
and died there in September, 2014. He went into the MN, then devoted to the RNLI and in 2004 he was awarded an honorary life
became an architect and emigrated.
governorship.
38

Childs, Martin (53-56) died in Africa in unexplained circumstances
in 1984. He spent eight years with Royal Mail Lines and later
became a captain with Hoverlloyd. At the time of his death he
was employed by an oil services company in Angola.
Cobb, David (35-37)
served in the Royal Navy
in WW11, commanding
MTB boats in the North
Sea and Channel. After
the war he became
one of Britain’s leading
seascape artists including
painting examples of
all the RN vessels 193945 for the Royal Naval
Museum and 48 paintings
of the Falklands conflict
for
various
military
museums.
He
was
President of the Royal
Society of Marine Artists 1978-83.
Colebrook, Ron (49-52) died in New Zealand having spent 57
years at sea, initially with the Blue Star Line.
Edwards, C.J. (43-46) served in the RN Submarine Service rising to
the rank of Commander and being awarded the OBE. He sent his
two sons Christopher (65-68) and Nicholas (68-71) to the College.
Goodson, Alfred (60-63) had a colourful life. He married twice,
had six children, set up many businesses and fell out with his
partners and family.
Hanreck, Marcus (50-54) joined the Merchant Navy and sailed
with the Sugar Line after the NCP.
Hosegood, S.B. (37-41) served in the MN in WW11, experiencing
the Murmansk convoys and D-Day. After the war he studied
engineering at university. Subsequently he had a prominent
career in the power generation industry, specialising in nuclear
power.
Humphreys, Tim (5660) joined P&O after the
NCP. Following ten years
at sea, he became a
shipbroker on the Baltic
Exchange. Later he set
up a business with his
wife importing handmade products and
selling them to London
departmental stores.

Jerman, Barry (57-61) joined The Army after Pangbourne, serving
in The King’s Own Scottish Borders and seeing active service in
Borneo. After an accident in training, he was invalided out and
for many years ran a Kent-based property search and acquisition
company.

Johnson, Michael (59-63) had a varied career in the RN rising
to the rank of Captain and serving in the Falklands campaign.
He fenced, sailed and skied for the Navy and became the Naval
Attaché in Paris and Head of Attaché Liaison in London. From
2002-10 he was Clerk to the Worshipful Company of Fletchers in
the City of London.
Merrry, David (45-49) joined Cable & Wireless after the NCP
before leaving the sea and working for his family cycle business
in Reading. In 1972 he moved to the Solent and spent the next 28
years with Rotamarine, re-jigging yachts along the South Coast.
Phillips, Rex (45-49) served
in the RN for 34 years,
mostly as a navigator. In
retirement he became a
leading seascape artist.
Today his work is to
be found in collections
worldwide.

Sissons, A.C. (48-53) worked for his family paint business in the
UK and Malaysia before joining International Paints and basing
in the Gulf. A keen sailor with a deep love of gardening, he later
set up a tour company taking international clients to well known
gardens in the UK and Europe.
Thorburn, W.R. (70-74) came from a long-established tin mineowning British family in Portugal. During the 1974 revolution
the family was expelled and its business nationalized. Rob
worked in the offshore oil industry and the Metropolitan Police
before joining an employment law consultancy in Grantham,
Lincolnshire.
Underwood, Justin (75-79)
ran a successful graphic
art and design company
for 20 years before setting
up a garden maintenance
business in 2000. Outside
work he was a stalwart of
Molesey Boat Club as a cox,
coach and official.

Wilson, Tim (72-76) died of a heart attack in March, 2013. No
other details have reached the Society.
Wiseman, David (69-73) was always his own man and his career
reflected his free-thinking character. In his time he had an
eclectic mix of jobs before specialising in purchasing and supply
and winning contracts from the Home Office and the Foreign &
Commonwealth Office. Later he built a home in Crete, created a
business there called iLoveOil.com and did much to build up the
local olive oil industry.
Worssam, Philip (47-50) joined the MN after the NCP,
subsequently emigrating to Australia and working for ICI in what
is now known as Information Technology. Later held positions at
Bank of Australia, International Harvester and Hewlett-Packard.
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PROFILE:
SAILING INTO BATTLE ON BEHALF OF THE CITY

Lord Mountevans takes office

As for the scurvy, the baronetcy was
created for his grandfather, Edward, later
Admiral, Evans in 1945. He had accompanied
Scott to the Antarctic but, falling ill with the
condition, was sent back. The rest of the
expedition, of course, perished.

As he became the 688th Lord Mayor of the
City of London in November, 2015, Lord
Mountevans (Jeffrey Evans; 61-66) was
profiled in The Times by Martin Waller. An
abridged version follows.
But for an opportunely timed bout of
scurvy, Jeffrey Evans would not have taken
over as Lord Mayor of London this month.
As it is, he is the first lord mayor in almost
40 years to have come from the shipping
industry.
Lord Mountevans, 67, has spent his
career at Clarksons, the world’s biggest
shipbroker, where he remains a board
member. Unlike earlier lord mayors, he is
not prominent in financial services circles.
“A bit of an unknown,” one insider in that
world says. “He will need to demonstrate his
credentials.”
The new lord mayor points out, however,
that his chosen profession sits at the heart
of the City. “Shipping works with banks,
private equity, venture capital and quoted
companies.” Clients may be from anywhere,
choosing to come to the U.K. to use the
centuries of expertise built up at companies
such as Clarksons.
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Educated at the Nautical College,
Pangbourne, Lord Mountevans should
have followed his grandfather, father
and uncles into the Royal Navy, but his
eyesight was deemed not good enough to
command ships. He toyed with joining the
Royal Marines, “smashed myself up playing
rugby” and went to Cambridge.
He retains strong links with the senior
service and is a trustee of the White Ensign
Association which provides financial and
other advice to seamen. He was approached
recently to become an honorary
commander in the Royal Naval Reserve, a
post that involves training at Dartmouth
and affiliation with a ship of the line. His
assumption of the mayoralty means that he
becomes the admiral of the Port of London,
another honorary title.
His father married a Norwegian and he
speaks the language. Lord Mountevans
was actually born in Gothenburg, Sweden,
where his father worked for ICI after the
Second World War. After Cambridge he
spent six months with Norsk Hydro, one of
Norway’s biggest companies, before joining
Clarksons. At the shipbroker he (has) had ‘a
ringside seat in globalisation over the last 40
years,’ gravitating towards the shipping of
gasses….

The lord mayor of London is one of the
less well understood jobs in the Square
Mile. Most associate the role with richly
decorated robes of office and arcane,
Ruritanian rituals. “Very little time is spent
in exotic clothing,” Lord Mountevans says.
“It’s a very small part of what we do.” What
it does involve is a gruelling year-long round
of foreign trips banging the drum for the
City and U.K. financial services and endless
meetings with visiting dignitaries here –
eight, nine or ten a day – and an estimated
800 speeches…
It is traditional for lord mayors to adopt
several charities to promote in their year
in office. His are JDRF, which supports
research into type one diabetes. The other
is, appropriately, the Sea Cadets. He is
president of the City of London branch.
Lord Mountevans inherited the title on
the unexpected death last year at the age of
71 of his brother Broke. He was elected this
summer to sit as a crossbench hereditary
peer in the House of Lords. The crossbencher
status reflects the fact that the Corporation
of London and its lord mayor are resolutely
non-political.
The mayor is also expected to avoid
controversy. His tenure in office, though,
almost certainly will coincide with a
referendum on the UK’s role within the
European Union. Lord Mountevans sticks to
the City line on this one. “Our stakeholders
are very clear they want to remain part of
the single market. We would like this to be
resolved. The City likes certainty.”

OP REPRESENTATIVES
OVERSEAS
William Shuttleworth (66-70) writes: “In my role as coordinator
of OP Representatives overseas I welcome new additions. There
are now 28 Reps worldwide based everywhere from Argentina to
the United States but we are always keen to recruit more. The list
is published annually here in the OP Magazine and in more detail
on the OP Society website www.oldpangbournian.co.uk
Being an OP Rep is not intended to be onerous. The idea is for
the individual to be on hand so that any OP arriving in his or her
Charles Pettit (Buenos Aires, Argentina)
cpettit@argentinaconsultancy.com
Paddy Evelegh (Perth, Western Australia, Australia)
pevelegh@hotmail.com
Roger Pike (Sydney, New South Wales, Australia)
pikeopnsw@gmail.com
Mark Martin (North Sydney, New South Wales, Australia)
mark.martin@ap.cushwake.com
Geoff Rae (Brisbane, Queensland, Australia)
OPSocQld@optusnet.com.au
Richard (Sam) Strachan (Melbourne, Victoria, Australia)
richard.strachan@bigpond.com
Ron Aldridge (Toronto, Canada) raldridge@bell.net
Roger Walker (Vancouver, Canada) horatio.hornblower@shaw.ca
Louis Carrel (Limassol, Cyprus) louiscarrel@btinternet.com
Barney Spender (Paris, France) barneyspender@yahoo.co.uk
Marcus Gondolo-Gordon (Corfu, Greece)
marcus@ionianinternational.com
Mike Jones (Martina Franca, Puglia, Italy) jfam101@aol.com

area has at least one person to contact for help in finding their
way around or for social relaxation. In addition, an OP Rep may
be called on sometimes to act as a focus and organiser of local OP
Reunions.”
Should anyone living overseas who is not on this list feel like
becoming a Rep, we would be delighted to hear from them. Also, it
is important that all OP Reps keep Willie updated with their contact
details. He can be reached at washuttleworth@hotmail.co.uk
Rory Copinger-Symes (Lisbon, Portugal) rozzacs@me.com
Gordon Rees (Saudi Arabia) gordon.rees1@gmail.com
Shaun Maynard (Johannesburg, South Africa)
maynard@intekom.co.za
Cliff Bragg (Port Elizabeth, South Africa) brace@netactive.co.za
Geoff Popple (Cape Town, South Africa) gemp@iafrica.com
Patrick Griffith (Palma, Majorca, Spain) Patrick@larkside.com
Mark Haynes (Sri Lanka) Mark.Haynes@international.gc.ca
Tim Goodenough (Lausanne, Switzerland)
tim.goodenough@gmail.com
Michael Keigwin (Uganda) mkeigwin@hotmail.com
Andrew Nzeyi (Kampala, Uganda) andrewnzeyi@gmail.com
Wayne Heyland (New York, USA) wheyland@gmail.com
Jeff Beech-Garwood (St. Paul, Minnesota, USA)
jeffbeechg@gmail.com
Gyles Thornley (Colorado) gthornley@gmail.com
Nick Gillett (Los Angeles, California, USA) mail@nick-g.com

Fran Crowther (nee Pearson) (New Zealand)
frazzie99@hotmail.com
Robin Paine (New Zealand) rs.paine@xtra.co.nz or
rs.paine@btinternet.com

There are a number of new Reps on the list, all of whom signed up during 2015:
●
●
●
●
●

●
●

 ick Gillett (68-73) is a counter-terrorism expert and marathon runner who lives near Los Angeles.
N
Tim Goodenough (87-93) went to Bristol University and did degrees in engineering. He moved to Switzerland in 2002 with
Nestle and later joined Philip Morris. He lives in Lausanne and has a Spanish/Swiss wife and three children.
Patrick Griffith (72-75) studied marine engineering in Ireland. From 1982 he skippered yachts out of Palma, Mallorca. Today
he runs a yacht support company on the island.
Michael Keigwin (86-93) left Deloitte and is now running businesses in Uganda. He also manages the Uganda Conservation
Foundation; OP Patrick Gildart Jackson is a Trustee.
Roger Pike (55-59) served at sea with British India Line before moving to Australia in 1966. There he joined the Shipping
Division of Broken Hill Pty Ltd. later working for P&O-Swire Containers. He stayed with the company until leaving the sea in
2002.
Gordon Rees (68-73) started in Saudi Arabia in 1978 and has now done 16 years in the country – mostly defence and
telecommunications work. He works for Amex as the Head of Enterprise Risk and Information Security.
Gyles Thornley (88-93) went to Heriot Watt University in Edinburgh to study Landscape Architecture. He moved to the US in
1999 and ended up in Aspen, Colorado. He runs a landscape design company with two partners.
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THE OP SOCIETY IN 2015
There was an excellent turnout of around
50 young and older OPs at the 82nd AGM
of the OP Society held on the evening of
October 13th at the Naval Club, Hill Street,
London W1.

celebration of the College’s centenary year
in 2016-17. OP-related events will begin
with an OP reception at Mansion House in
the City of London on the evening of March
11th, 2016 hosted by the new Lord Mayor
of the City of London Lord Mountevans
(Jeffrey Evans; 61-66). All OPs and their
partners are urged to attend this prestigious
event which is likely to cost about £40 a
head and coincide with the launch of the
centenary book about the College written
by Robin Knight. Applications for tickets
will be sent out to OPs and also placed on
the OP website. In addition, the Chairman
announced a preliminary list of other OPrelevant events for the 2016-17 period that
are covered elsewhere in this magazine.

Chairman of the OP Society Merrick
Rayner (68-73) presided. Also in attendance
were the Chairman of the Board of
Governors Roger Lane-Nott (58-63), the
Headmaster and Honorary OP Thomas
Garnier, members of the OP Society
committee, and the two Honorary Life Vice
Presidents, Lionel Stephens and Robin
Knight (56-61).
The meeting began with a minute’s
silence in memory of the Society’s President,
Nigel Hollebone (59-63), and an OP Society
stalwart Ian Shuttleworth (57-62), both of
whom had died of cancer recently.
Full Minutes of the AGM written by
the Secretary to the Committee Rupert
Meacher (87-90) are posted on the OP
website but the highlights of the meeting
included:
• E lection of a new President, Richard
Shuttleworth (57-62), for a five-year
term. A long time member of the
Committee and past Chairman of
the Society (1994-95), Richard was
previously one of two Vice Presidents.
• E lection of a new Vice President, Mark
Dumas (64-68). Mark was Chairman of
the OP Society from 2009-2013.
• E lection of three new members of the
OP Society committee – Andy Wells,
James Greaves and David Metcalfe
(details below).
 e-election of the Chairman of the
•R
Society Merrick Rayner, The Secretary
to the Committee Rupert Meacher and
the Hon. Treasurer Pip Smitham (6469).
*A
 vote of thanks made to Captain
Miles Eden-Smith (54-57) for again
representing the OP Society and all
OPs who went into the Merchant Navy
from the Nautical College at the annual
MN commemoration ceremony at
Tower Hill.
* Announcement of three new Honorary
OPs agreed by the committee earlier
in the year – Alexandra Garnier, Andy
Temple and Caroline Kemp.
In his report the Chairman looked
forward and focused on preparations for the
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Andy Wells (79-86)

David Metcalfe (98-03)

The Honorary Treasurer was not at
the meeting. In his absence the Society’s
accounts for the 2014-15 year were
presented by Rupert Meacher. They
showed that funds in the OP Society bank
account totalled £46,476 on 31st August,
2015 – a 6% increase on 2013-14 (£43,746).
OP expenditure rose 3% to £20,719
including a contribution to a College staff
salary (£20,081 in 2013-14). The cost of
the 2015 OP Magazine fell 7% to £7,583
(2014 = £8,174). Around 3,500 copies of the
publication were mailed out worldwide.
In his report, the Headmaster confirmed
that a centenary appeal to fund the cost of
an indoor swimming pool at the College will
feature in 2016. The school, he reported,
is “very buoyed up” and in great heart
reflecting excellent exam results in the
summer of 2015, a full complement of 425
pupils for the 2015-16 academic year and
the impact being made by some talented
girls and boys regionally and nationally at
various sports.
Other matters raised during the
evening included another appeal for more
participation in OP life by OP Ladies; the
urgent need for more OP email addresses
to be added to the OP data base (contact
Caroline.Kemp@pangbourne.com);
and
details of a Careers Fair being held at the
College on 4th March, 2016 which requires
OP participation – any OP interested in
taking part should contact Steve Williams
or OP Andy Wells at op@pangcoll.co.uk

Hon OP Andy Temple

After the meeting a very convivial drinks
and canapés reception was held in the
Naval Club.

Career details of the three new members of the OP Society
Committee elected at the AGM are:
■

James
Greaves
(90-95) is a Major
in the British Army
currently
based
in
London
and
working in the UK’s
Permanent
Joint
Headquarters.
In
a varied military
career since 2000,
he
commissioned
from RMA Sandhurst
and served in the
Falkland Islands and
Bosnia Herzegovina.
Latterly
he
completed four other
operational
tours
– one to Iraq and
three in Afghanistan.
James Greaves (90-95)
An officer in the
Grenadier Guards, he has an MA from the US Army
Command and General Staff College at Fort Leavenworth,
Kansas, and a BA in Politics from Newcastle University. He is
married to Eila and has two sons.

■

D
 avid Metcalfe (98-03) teaches Geography at Pangbourne
where he is also Head of Rugby. He joined the staff in
September, 2013 having previously taught at Queen
Elizabeth High School, Carmarthen and at Olchfa
Comprehensive in Swansea. Prior to teaching he spent
three years as an advisor at a firm of insurance brokers in
south Wales. After Pangbourne he attended the University
of Wales, Cardiff, where he gained a BSc in Marine
Geography. He is a qualified rugby referee and coach. Most
recently he was awarded the “Headmasters Prize” for his
contribution to College life.

■

A
 ndy Wells (79-86) is a British Airways 777 Training Captain
responsible for instructing and examining all BA pilots on
the fleet. Following Pangbourne he was a dive instructor in
Australia during a gap year before attending the University
of Plymouth and graduating with a First in Transport
Management. Awarded a place on the BA cadet scheme,
he learned to fly at Oxford Air Training School before
joining BA in 1992. Andy has since flown the B757, B767,
B747-400, A319, A320 and A321. He joined his current
fleet in 2013. A keen golfer who gets the opportunity to
play around the world, he is married with two boys, the
eldest having started in Dunbar in September, 2015. On the
OP Society Committee he is responsible for coordinating
careers advice for pupils.

OLD PANGBOURNIAN SOCIETY
OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE
2015 / 2016

MNDay - wreath laid by OP Society

MNDay

President:
Richard Shuttleworth (57-62)
Vice-Presidents:
Ian Williams (61-63); Mark Dumas (64-68)
Chairman:
Merrick Rayner (68-73)
Secretary to the Committee:
Rupert Meacher (87-90)
Treasurer:
Pip Smitham (64-69)
Hon. Vice-Presidents:
Robin Knight (56-61); Lionel Stephens (Hon. OP)
COMMITTEE
Charlie Parry (81-85)
Paul Lawrence (01-08)
William Donaldson (91-96)
Michael Nicholson (57-61)
John Fisher (68-73)
Anna Sterling (00-01)
Fergus van Niekerk (93-00)
James Greaves (90-95)
David Metcalfe (98–03)
Andy Wells (79-86)
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CAMPUS LIFE
According to an item in Ensign, the future
of the CCF has been secured following a
climb-down by the Ministry of Defence
(MoD). Originally the MoD proposed to
introduce a per capita charge for CCF
cadets from most privately-funded schools
in England and Wales. This led to a storm
of protest from the independent sector
and a change of heart by the MoD. The
College’s Headmaster, Thomas Garnier, is
the Representative to the CCF Association
for the Headmasters’ and Headmistresses’
Conference (HMC) and the Independent
Schools Council (ISC). In a statement at the
end of 2014 in response to the MoD’s volte
face, he said:
“The decision was a clear statement of
the value of the CCF movement. Whilst it was
regrettable that it required a set of poorlydrafted proposals and the subsequent
storm to confirm this in Ministers’ minds,
the turbulence of the last six months has
also strengthened heads’ understanding of
the value of their CCF units to their young
people and relationships within the CCF
movement itself. The CCF finished 2014
in a stronger position than it had started
it.” The Headmaster has written an article
about the future of the CCF in an issue of
the Service Parents’ Guide to Boarding
Schools. It can be obtained by visiting
www.serviceschools.co.uk

The car restoration project

In October the College’s CCF Royal
Marines Detachment came third in a
physically and mentally gruelling weekend
of assessment at the Sir Stueart Pringle
Trophy Competition at Lympstone, Devon.
The competition pits the country’s 18
Royal Marine Detachments against
one another in a number of disciplines
designed to test responsibility, self
reliance, resourcefulness, endurance and
perseverance.
At the start of 2015, the College’s Classic
Car Club led by the Head of DT, Tom Cheney,
began rebuilding and restoring a 1970
Bond Equipe with the goal of completing
the project by the middle of 2016. Form 4
CCF 2015
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pupils led the way. The vehicle was bought
for the school through a parent’s donation.
Later an OP chipped in with a donation to
allow the body of the car to be painted. If
other OPs would like to help, contact Tom
Cheney at tom.cheney@pangbourne.com
During half term in February a small
group of Form 3 & 4 pupils found itself
the star attraction in a corner of northern
Germany when it visited for a weeklong language exchange trip. In the town
of Bad Segeberg, near Hamburg, the
group was greeted by the local media
on arrival at the Town Hall. Two papers
later carried interviews and photos of the
Pangbournians. Each pupil was paired with

a German peer during the week and the
new pairs broke the ice with a treasure
hunt around the town which is close to the
former East/West border and visits to local
sights. A return visit by the German pupils
to England was planned for June.
The College and some OPs contributed
towards a coin appeal by architect Oliver
Westgarth (92-99) in the summer for
funds to support a charity working in
Nepal after the earthquake in May. In
all £1,033.79 was raised for the Bridge2
charity and its mission to Nepal in the form
of 10,762 coins and notes weighing 49.6
kilograms. Oliver later thanked everyone.
“It was a challenging and very rewarding
experience personally. Within five hours
of arriving a second large earthquake hit
us, quite something to experience, but
not a fleck on what the local population
have had, and continue to have to, endure.
During the weeks that I was in Nepal I was
able to assist the large group of medics
who formed the majority of our team by
overseeing the logistics of the mission.
I was also able to inspect and advise on
a number of heavily damaged buildings
as well as complete the redesign and

commence the rebuilding of a destroyed
orphanage.”
Around the same time a Mock General
Election was held at the College. Five
“brave” students threw themselves into
the fray to present the main parties’
manifestos at an event in the FIMC on the
Saturday before the vote. The full student
body listened intently, so Ensign Magazine
reported. A total of 374 votes (74%) were
later cast from a constituency of 406
pupils and 100 staff members at a polling
station in Drake Hall. The winner was Olly
Rogers for the Conservatives. Headmaster
Thomas Garnier hailed the initiative saying
that when he was at school (at Radley)
there was a hustings “but the reason
for it passed me by. I didn’t leave school
understanding the political process and
how important it is. I am delighted we had
such a good mock general election.”
News from the Falkland Islands
Memorial Chapel in 2015 included
the appointment of Admiral The Right
Honourable Baron West of Spithead to
succeed the late Admiral Sir John ‘Sandy’
Woodward as President of the FIMC Trust.

Lord West commanded the frigate HMS
Ardent in the 1982 conflict. The ship was
sunk, Lord West was the last to leave her
and later was awarded the DSC for his
leadership. Meantime, before leaving the
UK to take up his post as Governor of the
Falkland Islands Colin Roberts visited the
chapel in April and met with a contingent
of students who had been part of a visit
to the islands in December, 2014. The next
major overhaul of the Chapel is planned
for the summer of 2016 in time for the
College’s centenary celebrations when the
building will be redecorated.
On the sports field, the Housemaster
of Macquarie, Chris Sutton (96-01), was
interviewed on BBC Radio Berkshire’s
Drivetime show in January about two OP
appearances for the England Students
rugby team. This gave him a chance to
also highlight 2014-5 regional and national
successes by pupils in rowing and girls’
hockey. I
In June a 29-over 165-run unbroken
partnership by College cricketers resulted
in an “impressive” draw with the MCC.
Louis Ingrams scored 105 not out whilst
Jake Easton was 53 not out after the school
had been reduced to 49-4 chasing a total of
249 runs. Ingrams hit the last two balls of
the match for four to reach his century and
was rewarded by being invited to Lord’s to
receive a certificate at a future Test Match.
The failure, for the first time in many
years, of the College to field an V111 in the
Princess Elizabeth Cup at Henley in June
was offset by the 1st 1V winning bronze
medals at the National Schools’ Regatta
in May in the Coxless Fours event and
also in the Quadruple Sculls competition.
The girls, too, did well with the J15 crew
qualifying for a final and the senior girls
making the final of the Coxless Fours.

The Nepal earthquake coin collection

Cricket record vs MCC
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STOP PRESS
An accompanying report in The Telegraph
stated that Chris, 40, was selected after
a recommendation from one of the royal
couple’s friends. “I was pretty nervous
and only had half an hour with them. I
thoroughly enjoyed photographing a very
lovely family, although you have to be sharp
as you don’t have long when there are two
young children involved,” he told the paper.
Following Pangbourne Chris went into
the Light Dragoons and rose to the rank of
Captain. He did two back-to-back tours in
Iraq in 2003. After seven years he decided to
leave the Army and become a photographer.
On his website chrisjelf.com he states:

Chris Jelf (88-93), now a well-known wedding
and portrait photographer, hit the headlines
before Christmas when it was revealed that
a picture he took in October at Kensington
Palace had been chosen by the Duke and
Duchess of Cambridge for their 2015
Christmas card. The image subsequently
appeared on the front page o The Daily
Telegraph on December 19 and was chosen
as Picture of the Week in The Sunday Times
the next day. “I’ve been contacted by all
sorts of people from all over the world – it’s
been a little crazy,” Chris said later.

“My father gave me an old manual Pentax
when I was 12 and since then I have been
passionate about photography. I never
dreamt it would become my career, but
after spending my 20’s in the Army, it sort of
happened by accident. Taking pictures of all
the interesting places I visited whilst serving
with the Light Dragoons gave me a desire
to take it further. Portraits of friends soon
turned into photographing their weddings
and it grew from there.

On December 19th Anthony Clifford (75-82),
taking part in the Clipper round-the-world
race, reported safely from Sydney:

With the boat constantly healed over at 45
degrees, life on-board becomes a chore and
everything takes longer to complete.

“I arrived in Sydney on-board the Clipper
sponsored boat LMAX Exchange after our
shortest race to date since leaving the UK but
probably our most difficult race from Albany,
Western Australia.

We were also in the company of other
boats for a change and it was our closest
race finish, securing the win by 25 miles, and
also additionally the sprint and scoring gate
prizes as well, taking maximum points from
the race.

The distance of just over 2,000 miles
felt much longer as we had eight days of
sailing into constant headwinds of between
25-40 knots before rounding Tasmania.

On rounding Tasmania, the wind finally
backed and gave us some great sailing in
sunny conditions, although we had constant

In the southern ocean
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I live in Wiltshire with my young family.
I travel extensively now, photographing
over 30 weddings a year, across the UK and
Europe. I cover many other types of events,
including private parties and corporate
functions, and marketing and PR work for
websites and brochures is also a large part
of what I do. Portraits both formal and more
relaxed family photographs are a much
loved part of my work – I am most happy
photographing people, capturing their
personalities and a moment in their lives.
In essence, for me, photography is a very
personal and nostalgic thing – I like the idea
that a picture I take could be cherished for
a lifetime and be around for even longer, a
record even for future generations.”
40-50 knot winds with gusts up to 70 knots
– after sailing from Cape Town to Albany
the crew have become blase about wind
strength and it doesn’t faze anybody onboard anymore!
The coast of Tasmania was truly
spectacular and we will be re-visiting these
shores again when the Clipper fleet competes
in the classic Sydney to Hobart yacht race
which begins on Boxing Day. I will cross the
Bass Straight for a third time as I complete
my final race from Hobart to the Whitsunday
Islands early in Jan 2016, before leaving the
boat for the rest of its circumnavigation, and
heading home to London.”
Update 31.12.15: LMAX Exchange came a
credible 3rd of the 12 Clipper 70 entries in
the Sydney-Hobart race immediately after
Christmas. “That was the hardest race yet of
the Clipper Race series,” the boat’s skipper
Olivier Cardin said afterwards. “It was very
difficult to manage the weather and the
current. Getting out of Sydney harbour
was also very stressful with so many yachts
around in such a little area. But the start
was a great experience – one we will never
forget.”

OP MERCHANDISE

LOST OP

OP SILK TIE £30

Modernised design

OP SILK BOW TIE £30
Same design as OP tie

OP SOCKS £6.50

Long cotton socks.
Claret and white strip

(or from Presents for Men £9.99)

OP SILVER CUFFLINKS £70
New design, improved quality

LADIES PIN £15.00

PARAVACINI BLAZER
£149.00

Unfortunately too many OPs fail to keep
in touch with the College or with the OP
Society as a result of which they are listed
as “Lost” on the OP database and we have
no means of contacting them.
Most commonly this is because we have
not been informed of a change of address
or email. In some cases we have duplicate
(though not identical) records.
In Issue 45 (2015) of this magazine we
published a list of more than 1,000 “Lost”
OPs. Some of them got in touch, but not
enough.
Space does not permit us to reprint this
list in this issue of the magazine. So please
look back at Issue 45 to see if your name,
or that of any OP you know, is on it.
If you are able to supply any information
which may enable us to make contact with
these “Lost” OPs, please email us at
OP@pangcoll.com or ask the OP in
question to contact the College direct.

PANGBOURNE
UMBRELLA £35.00

Prices include postage
Cheques should be made payable to Pangbourne College Enterprises Ltd.
Orders should be mailed to:
The Shop Manager, Pangbourne College, Pangbourne, Reading RG8 8LA
Tel: 0118-976-7476; Email: Karen.Townsend@pangcoll.co.uk
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PANGBOURNE COLLEGE
Spirit in Changing Times
charts the course of this unusual school since its foundation in 1917.

Over the past century the College, known originally as The
Nautical College, Pangbourne, has played a prominent
role in national life, provided leaders in many fields and
developed a unique ethos and can-do mentality.
In this richly illustrated history commissioned by the
governing board the author, OP Robin Knight, tells the full
story regardless of the sometimes controversial situations
encountered by the school and its benefactors.
The book will be published in March, 2016 by Third
Millennium Information, part Profile Books, The
Bookseller’s Independent Publisher of the Year in 2015.
It contains 12 chapters, 192 pages and 160 illustrations.

THE NAVAL CLUB
We hope that Old Pangbournians will
give serious consideration to joining the
Naval Club, full details of which are shown
in the advertisement opposite.
The OP Society enjoys a very good
relationship with the Club whose current
Chairman, Captain Evans is an Old
Pangbournian and is where we hold all our
meetings and Committee dinners.
The Club has a unique location in the
centre of Mayfair with excellent facilities.
If you need a London base during the
week we strongly recommend this Club
which provides everything you need at an
extremely reasonable cost.
If you would like further information
please contact the Chief Executive, Phillip
Ingham by email on cdr@navalclub.co.uk
or on 0207 529 5600.

48

To order a copy please send an email to
OP@pangbourne.com and an order form
will be sent to you.
The pre-publication price is £32.50 (+£5.50 p&p)
or £45 if you are ordering from abroad.
A leather-bound edition is available for £275.

