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SOME WORDS FROM THE CHAIRMAN
At the recent Remembrance Sunday Service
and Parade, at the College I reflected that
I was now in my final year as Chairman
so this would be the last time I had the
honour of laying a wreath on behalf of the
OP Society commemorating the 178 OPs
who died in the Second World War, with
their names poignantly read out by current
Pangbournians.
Such a gathering connects us strongly with
Pangbourne’s past and also the future
as current pupils go about their business
producing an incredibly high standard of
music in the Falklands Chapel, followed by
an outstanding Parade before a recent First
Sea Lord, Sir Mark Stanhope. Remembrance
Sunday, in short, highlights the importance
of Pangbourne’s history – and the centenary
year 2016-17 gives us the opportunity to
celebrate this milestone.
Crucially, the College is in better shape than
ever, as it enters its next centennial. Those
of us who were there in the early 1970s
know how much the school was struggling
at that time. We owe a huge debt to all those
involved in turning around its fortunes ever
since. It was sobering to realise when our
President Richard Shuttleworth represented
us at the rededication ceremony at the
National Memorial Arboretum that the
other four nautical training institutions on
the memorial plaque – TS Mercury, HMS
Conway, HMS Worcester and General Botha
– no longer exist.
To connect more closely with our shared
history I would highly recommend a visit to
see the exhibition of photographs now on
show in Devitt House which features many

of the characters and events from the last
100 years, curated by Alex Garnier and the
Development Director, Karen Hartshorn. I
found it personally moving to see a photo of
my father (J.M.Rayner 19-22) and his intake.
In the run-up to the centenary year we were
extremely fortunate to have the support of
the Lord Mayor of the City of London, Lord
Mountevans (Jeffrey Evans 61-66). This
enabled us to hold an OP drinks reception
at the Mansion House in March for 450
people (including 200 OPs) in the Egyptian
Hall which was a truly memorable evening.
The event also provided an opportunity
for Robin Knight (56-61) to launch his
thoughtful Centenary book, Pangbourne
College: Spirit in Changing Times. If you have
not yet acquired a copy I would strongly
recommend you do so by contacting the
College at shop@pangbourne.com
Jeffrey was the Guest of Honour on
Founders’ Day 2016 which was attended
by many OPs. In aid of the Lord Mayor’s
appeal, Jeffrey and his wife Juliet abseiled
down from the top of the clock tower of
St Lawrence Jewry on October 14th – see
thelordmayorsappeal.org
The OP Society made a contribution of
£500 to this appeal. We congratulate them
both for such a successful year in office and
for welcoming OPs to a number of events
during his year as the City’s 689th Lord
Mayor.
The first official OP Centenary event was the
OP Weekend of 8/9 October. This peaked
on the Sunday morning when around 100
OPs joined current Pangbournians to march
past the saluting base on which stood our

President. There was a great atmosphere,
and after the Parade the College kindly
invited all those attending with their
partners for lunch in the Mess Hall. Nearly
200 people took up the offer. It was a
hugely enjoyable weekend and having
Flying Officer Larry Howard (05-11), one of
our younger OPs, pushing the wheelchair of
Cdr. Keith Evans (33-37), one of our oldest
OPs, in the March Past was a great OP
moment. Special thanks to the Headmaster
for asking Richard Shuttleworth to officiate
at this Parade, (he looked extremely smart
in his bowler hat and medals!) and for
opening up the various houses for tours.
The Centenary year celebrations will
continue through late 2017. As you will be
aware from the Centenary Guide, there
are a number of events to come which are
either OP specific or in participation with
the College. All these events are outlined
elsewhere in this magazine. I hope to
see many of you at one or other of these
gatherings.
In February, we have the Australasian
gathering in Auckland, New Zealand on
February 24/26 brilliantly organised by
Robin Paine (55-58) followed by a Hong
Kong dinner on February 28th organised by
Michael Duck (69-74). In April there will be
a lunch in the West Country organised by
James Allenby (57-62) and Edward Bence
(66-70) at the Berry Head Hotel (which
Edward owns) near Brixham in Devon. May
I also strongly recommend early registration
for the 2017 OP Dinner at the College on
Friday 21st April. The Guest of Honour is Sir
Steve Redgrave. Numbers are limited and
this will be a sell out!

At this point I would like to put on record
our sincere thanks for the continued
support of the Headmaster and the
Development Office for the OP Society. A
huge amount of work goes into organising
events and putting out the OP Newsletter
and there is a great team working
under the Development Director, Karen
Hartshorn karen.hartshorn@pangbourne.
com
Going forward the OP Society has a major
role to play in the Pangbourne family.
Whilst I have been your Chairman we have
focused on increasing our email database
and communicating more regularly with
the OP community by email. In 2014
we were in contact with 1,321 OPs by
email which grew to 1,647 last year and
currently stands at just over 2,000 (still not
nearly enough) out of a possible total of
5,231 OPs so we still have a long way to go.
Please do fill out and return the OP survey
enclosed with this magazine (or complete
the online version) so that the office have
your up-to-date details. Karen and I share
the same desire to get our database fit
for purpose so that we can eventually
provide a more joined up networking
service to OPs. Emilia Pruszkowski
emilia.pruszkowski@pangbourne.com is
working hard on this and Anne Huddart
anne.huddart@pangbourne.com is now
handling many OP matters.
For our part, a number of OPs, including
myself, participated in a day of mock
interviews for pupils in the L6 which I
think they found valuable. We interviewed
some extremely impressive multi-talented
Pangbournians. We also took part in the

Careers Fair again – any OP able to help
with this should contact Andy Wells
at andy.w.wells@gmail.com
I hope
that we can do more to mentor OPs,
including connecting young OPs with
OPs established in their particular fields.
Please contact me or the Development
Office if you can assist.
Andy is typical of OPs who help the
Society and the College in various
ways such as running our sports clubs,
organising reunions and representing
the Society at events. My thanks to all
of them. Miles Eden-Smith (54-57), for
example, continues to represent us at
the Merchant Navy Day Commemorative
service at Trinity House. We also owe a
huge debt of thanks to Robin Knight (5661) who, in addition to the Centenary
book, somehow found time to produce
a brilliant book of OP Obituaries 19172016 titled the Old Pangbournian Record
which can be found on line in a pdf on the
website. He also keeps our website www.
oldpangbournian.co.uk up to date and
edits this magazine. His contribution to
the OP Society is enormous.
Another example is Ian Williams (61-63)
who has been a big supporter of the OP
Society over many years in numerous
roles and most recently has worked
tirelessly with Peter Kewish (84-89) to get
the OP Yacht Club up and running. This
year a cross section of OPs of all ages had
the opportunity to get afloat in the Arrow
Trophy and the Round-the-Island race.
Special thanks are due to Andy Roy (6165) for having an OP crew on his yacht for
the Round the Island race.
Finally, 2017 will see the beginnings of a
College fundraising programme for the
projects identified as the most vital to a
successful second Centenary. I hope that
the OP community will rally behind the
project – more information will arrive via
the College in due course. I also implore
those of you who have not been back to
Pangbourne for a while to go and have a
look. I think you will be extremely uplifted
and proud of what you find.
To flourish, our Society needs to have
relevance to all OPs, old and young,
so please ask yourself how you can
contribute. By doing so you can enrich
the Society and your own lives. I can
assure you that you will not regret getting
involved! Please contact me if you would
like to play a part merrickrayner@hotmail.
com or call me on 07818077006.

Cadet Officers with Chairman & Lord Mayor

Merrick Rayner (68-73)
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Moving forward - The
College is in good heart. This
(winter) term we have 410
pupils – slightly less than
last year. The Headmaster
and the Senior Management
Team are now working
on our next Strategic Plan
from 2018. We have lots of
projects in mind but, sadly,
we have had to postpone
the building of an Indoor
Swimming Pool due to
cost. We have not given up
and will look at the project
again next year. What we
need, of course, is a few big
donations!

CHAIRMAN OF THE
BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Update from the Chairman of
the Board of Governors
Here we are at the end of 2016 and we are
well into our Centenary Year. It has started
well and we have completed several
events already.
I will let the Headmaster cover the
activities but I want to particularly
comment on the OP Centenary Weekend.
It was very well supported and enjoyed
by all, and the fact that so many OPs
(around 100, including me) took part in
marching past the OP Society President
demonstrated that we had not lost our
touch!
The main Centenary events still to come
are:
●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●
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24th-26th February 2017 - OP
Reunion in Auckland organised by
Robin Paine. The Headmaster and I
will be attending.
28th February 2017 – OP Hong
Kong Dinner organised by Michael
Duck. The Headmaster and I will
be attending.
21st April 2017 – OP Centenary
Dinner at the College with guest
speaker Sir Steve Redgrave
9th May 2017 – Centenary Service
at the College with a VVIP. Details
in early 2017.
1st July 2017 – Centenary Ball
at the college. This will be in a
very large marquee on the lawn
between Hesperus and MacQuarie
and will be open to Governors,
OPs, Parents, Staff and their
guests. Details of how to book will
be announced early in 2017.
2nd July 2017 – During the
Henley Royal Regatta a row in
the Gloriana (by kind permission
of Lord Sterling). If you want
to participate, please let
Merrick Rayner, the OP Society
Chairman, know. You may need
to attend some training sessions
beforehand!
8th July 2017 - Centenary
Founders Day with a VVIP.
1st September 2017 – Centenary
Service 2 at the College. To
celebrate the first day of the
College in 1917.

Roger Lane-Nott (58-63)
Chairman of the Board of Governors

13th-15th October 2017 – Flower
Festival.
As things firm up and more details are
available, details will be promulgated on
the College and OP web sites
●

Centenary Charity – we are aiming to
raise £100,000 for 100 years to support
the College’s work in Nabugabo in Uganda
and local charities. We have already had
a Senior Citizen’s Tea Party in the village
and Gardener’s Question Time on BBC
Radio attracted over 300 people from local
horticultural and gardening clubs. Lots
more is planned.

Other plans including
regenerating our river
frontage with a new Boat
House, and a significant
number of smaller
improvements including
building accommodation
that we may either lease or
sell, putting a new face on the
front of the Mess Hall and installing new
visitors’ toilets, and a major upgrade of
the science blocks.
Finally, I would like to pay tribute to the
Headmaster and to all his staff who have
shown extraordinary commitment, skill
and hard work in 2016. Bursar Ron Obbard
retires in August, 2017 and we will miss
him.
I look forward to meeting many of you in
2017.
ROGER LANE-NOTT (58-63)

Past and present Governors and partners at a centenary lunch November, 2016

HEADMASTER’S
REPORT 2016
When this issue of the OP Magazine is
published, we will be well into celebrating
the Centenary Year of the College. During
the last few months we have welcomed
nearly 200 OPs back for an OP weekend
in October, which included an excellent
March Past by OPs of all vintages and a
takeover of the Mess Hall for Sunday lunch.
We have also hosted a visit by renowned
poet Simon Armitage and a double recording
of the BBC Radio 4 panel show ‘Gardeners’
Question Time’, witnessed by nearly 400
enthusiastic local community members.
A new photographic exhibition has been
installed in the recently refurbished main
corridor of Devitt House illustrating 100
Years of Pangbourne History, and is open to
visitors during the working day.
The rest of the 2016-17 year will see more
events welcoming OPs, both at College and
all over the world. A detailed calendar of
events is published elsewhere in this issue,
and I sincerely hope many of you are able
to participate in at least one centenary
event this year. I particularly look forward
to the weekend in Auckland and the dinner
in Hong Kong in February, at which we hope

to see as many of our Asia-Pacific basedOPs as possible.

●

A superb Brass Day, in which music
students were able to perform
alongside the Enfield Citadel Brass
Band in an excellent concert at the
Falkland Islands Memorial Chapel.
Notably, this included the first use
of indoor fireworks as the finale,
choreographed to Tchaikovsky’s
1812 Overture. By the end no one
could see the band, but we certainly
could hear them! In staffing terms
our new team of Ellie Calver, Director
of Music, Luke Wynell-Mayow, Head
of Academic Music, and Jerry Clack,
Head of Instrumental Music, have
made a very positive start.

●

The College Drama production
for 2016 was The 39 Steps. It was
an entertaining and polished
production which included a moving
train and a mid-air collision between
two planes. Rehearsals are now
underway for Spamalot which will
be performed in early-February
2017.

●

In February, students organised a
charity dinner to raise funds for
the Nabugabo Community Learning
Centre in Uganda, our ongoing
international partnership. Not only
did they manage to persuade Sir
Ranulph Fiennes to come, they also
helped raise more than £19,000 for
the partnership. This was backed
up by a visit of 32 students and five
teaching staff in the summer who
spent three weeks building facilities
for and relationships with the
children of the Community Learning
Centre.

With a new Development Office and
External Relations team in place since
January, 2016, we are better able to
support events and the OP Society, and we
hope it begins to show over the next year.
Karen Hartshorn arrived at the beginning
of 2016 to lead the team, and since then
Emilia Pruszkowski and Anne Huddart have
both come on board.
Academic highlights of 2016 included a
strong showing at both GCSE and ‘A’ Level.
Our GCSE results held firm in the context
of a fall in top grades nationally, with
92% of our pupils achieving five or more
passes at A*-C grade. Mathematics was
a particularly strong subject, with 95%
of pupils gaining an A*-C grade. Smaller
departments including Drama, German and
Music, celebrated 100% of GCSEs passed
with A*-C grades.
At ‘A’ Level, we repeated our 2015 success
in placing most students at their firstchoice university, including five into Bristol
University. History ‘A’ Level students
distinguished themselves, with 93%
achieving an A*-B grade. The ‘A’ Level
mathematicians also performed highly,
with 38% of them receiving an A*.
Going back to January 2016, a few selected
other highlights include:

In sport, we have had a solid year. The
highlight was the performance of the rugby
1st XV in reaching the semi-finals of the
NatWest Cup U18 Vase competition, played
at Saracens’ Allianz Park Stadium. All the
major sports enjoyed respectable seasons
and a young and inexperienced 1st VIII did
well to qualify for Henley. The girls’ 1st IV
did even better in qualifying from a huge,
competitive group to become the first
Pangbourne girls’ crew to race at Henley
Royal Regatta.

HM with OPS president Richard Shuttleworth before 2016 OP March Past

Individually, Josie Symons beat all comers
to become Champion of Champions at the
County 1m Showjumping Championships,
in what was a highly successful year for the
Equestrian team. Rory Harris represented
Great Britain in the double scull at the
World Rowing Junior Championships.
Jake Easton performed majestically at the
crease for the 1st XI, averaging 72 through
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HM - Sir Philip Devitt wreath-laying

the season including a match-winning 137
not out against Lord Wandsworth College.
And three boys were selected to play in the
England Lambs RFC (Independent Schools)
U18 and U16 squads.
In terms of outdoor pursuits, 29 Gold, 43
Silver and 51 Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s
Awards were completed by Pangbourne
pupils.
In the 2016-17 academic year, the 1st XV
made a promising start to the season with
a 10-10 result in a short game against
Radley and have played some excellent
rugby since; injury to key players has been
a recurring and limiting factor. The girls’ 1st
XI are a promising squad and some of their
hockey has been exceptional; they enjoyed
a successful tour to Barcelona in October. In
both sports, Form 4 is a year group to watch
for the future.
Founders’ Day 2016 was a very special
occasion. We were delighted to have an OP,
Lord Mountevans, Lord Mayor of the City
of London for 2015-16, as Guest of Honour.
He spoke eloquently about his memories
of Pangbourne and the impact that being a
Pangbournian has had on his life.
Jeffrey has since been very supportive of
the College, and the OP Drinks Party at
Mansion House in March was a memorable
occasion. It was, in fact, a perfect way to
mark the beginning of the Centenary Year,
and we hope that Founders’ Day 2017
brings an equally special Guest of Honour
to mark the end – watch this space!
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CENTENARY SERVICE
Thursday 4th May, 2017 (tbc)
At the Falklands Islands Memorial Chapel.
Followed by lunch for all guests
For all members of the Pangbourne community
This event will be free but ticketed due to likely
demand
To apply, visit www.pangbourne.com/centenary
or development@pangbourne.com
CLASSIC CAR SHOW
Saturday 3rd June, 2017
Bring your own vintage or rare vehicle and show
it off on the Parade Ground for a day
Advance registration required
Contact www.pangbourne.com/centenary or
development@pangbourne.com
NEW ZEALAND/AUSTRALIA CENTENARY
CELEBRATIONS 2017
Auckland, New Zealand
Friday 24th February 2017 to Sunday 26th
February 2017
Details of the event, including registration, at
www.oldpangbournian.co.uk
Further information from
rs.paine@btinternet.com
HONG KONG CENTENARY DINNER
Tuesday 28th February
Venue: The Hong Kong Club
Welcome drink, 4-course dinner, wine - $1050HK
Open to OPs, Honorary OPs & partners, and
current/former parents in the region
Bookings direct through host Michael Duck (6974) Michael.DUCK@ubm.com
Further information from
karen.hartshorn@pangbourne.com
OP YACHT CLUB (OPYC) AGM 2017
xxx February 2017 6:00pm – 7.30pm; followed
by a “Fitting Out” fish-and-chip supper at
7.45pm.
Naval Club, 38 Hill Street, Mayfair, London W1
5NS
Contact Ian Williams
woofwilliams@gmail.com
CAREERS FAIR
Friday 24th February, 2017
Afternoon; At the College
Any OP who would like to help is most welcome
Details from development@pangbourne.com or
from Andy Wells andy.w.wells@gmail.com
WEST COUNTRY CENTENARY LUNCH
Friday 7th April 2017. 12:30pm – 3:00pm
Berry Head Hotel, Brixham (owned and run by
OP Edward Bence)
Cost: £38 a head for three course lunch + wine
To attend, contact OP@pangbourne.com or
development@pangbourne.com
OP CENTENARY DINNER
Friday 21st April, 2017
At the College; 1930 – 2300 hours
Guest of Honour: Sir Steve Redgrave
All OPs are invited. Overnight accommodation will
be available.
Book in advance. Cost of tickets tbc
To apply, visit www.pangbourne.com/centenary
or development@pangbourne.com

OP GOLF SOCIETY (OPGS) SUMMER MEETING
Friday 9th June, 2017; all day
New Zealand GC, West Byfleet, Surrey
To take part, contact Charlie Parry
charlie@ward-thomas.co.uk
OP CITY & LIVERY GROUP CENTENARY
SUMMER RECEPTION
Monday 26th June; 6:00 for 6:30pm
HQS Wellington, Victoria Embankment, London
WC2R 2PN
All OPs with a connection to London and the City
welcome. Guests very welcome.
Cost: approximately £25 for food and drinks.
Details from Sinclair Rogers
sinclairrogers@btinternet.com
CENTENARY BALL
Saturday 1st July, 2017
At the College including a reception, dinner and
dancing until late
Open to parents, OPs, staff, governors and
friends of the College
For a ticket apply to development@pangbourne.
com or
www.pangbourne.com/centenary
GLORIANA ROW
Sunday 2nd July, 2017 at 3.30pm at Henley Royal
Regatta
Event will take place during the afternoon
interval followed by a reception
Participation limited to current and former
College rowers
Further details from Karen.hartshorn@
pangbourne.com or OP@pangbourne.com
CENTENARY FOUNDERS’ DAY 2017
Saturday 8th July
Guest of Honour: TBC
OPs wishing to play in the T20 cricket match
contact OP Phil Walden
Philip.Walden@pangbourne.com
MERCHANT NAVY COMMEMORATIVE
SERVICE 2017
Sunday 3rd September
Service begins 10.30am at Tower Hill Memorial,
London EC3N 4DH
Further details contact Miles Eden-Smith
medensmith@hotmail.com
OPYC ARROW TROPHY 2017 (+ SUPPORTING
OPYC RALLY)
Weekend of 29th September–1st October;

Cowes, Isle of Wight
Crew Always Wanted!
To take part, contact Peter Kewish at
peter@kewish.co.uk or events@opyc.org.uk
‘100 YEARS OF PANGBOURNE’ EXHIBITION
At the College
Throughout 2017
Details from the College at
op@pangbourne.com
‘FIRST DAY’ SERVICE
Friday 1st September, 2017 at the Falklands
Islands Memorial Chapel
To celebrate the first day of the Nautical College,
Pangbourne in 1917
Open to all members of the Pangbourne
community
Further details from
karen.hartshorn@pangbourne.com
OPGS VS THE COLLEGE MATCH
Wednesday 11th October, 2017 starting at
1.30pm
Fourball contest at The Berkshire GC, Ascot
To play, contact Charlie Parry
charlie@ward-thomas.co.uk
ANNUAL SEAFARERS’ SERVICE 2017
Wednesday 11th October at 5:00pm
St. Paul’s Cathedral, London
Contact Miles Eden-Smith
medensmith@hotmail.com
CENTENARY FLOWER FESTIVAL
Saturday 14th to Sunday 15th October, 11:00am
– 4:30pm
At the Falklands Islands Memorial Chapel
Floral displays celebrating the Pangbourne
heritage
Open to all. Friday evening preview by invitation.
To take part contact www.pangbourne.com/
centenary or development@pangbourne.com
OP City & Livery Group – Curry Lunch
Friday 27th October, 12.30 for 1:00pm
HQS Wellington, Victoria Embankment, London
WC2R 2PN
Maximum 14 places; Contact Sinclair Rogers
sinclairrogers@btinternet.com
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 2017
Sunday 12th November
Morning Service at the College 10:00am
OP ticket applications to
Susie.Belcher@pangbourne.com
OVER-60S LUNCH 2017
Tuesday 21st November - 12.30pm for 1:00pm
Turf Club, London SW1 - price £38 a head
To attend, contact Mark Dumas
mark@dumas.be
OP SOCIETY AGM & COMMITTEE MEETINGS
2017
Thursday 30th March; Tuesday 16th May,
Tuesday 17th October
Gather at 6:00pm at the Naval Club, 38 Hill
Street, Mayfair, London W1J 5NS.
All OPs are most welcome to attend.
The 84th AGM of the OP Society will take place
on 17th October at the Naval Club
For more details, contact Rupert Meacher
clerk@cutlerslondon.co.uk
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FOUNDERS’
DAY 2016

Michael Layard & Lionel Stephens

The 99th celebration of Pangbourne
College’s prize-giving event, known as
Founders’ Day in memory of Sir Thomas
and Sir Philip Devitt, took place on Saturday
9 July, 2016. The Guest of Honour was The
Right Honourable the Lord Mayor of the
City of London Lord Mountevans (Jeffrey
Evans; 61-66).
The programme of events began at
10:00am with the traditional Founders’
Day Parade by the entire College – 420
strong at the moment. Onlookers,
from the Chairman of Governors to the
Headmaster and the many OPs present,
agreed subsequently that the parade
was the best for years with a very high
standard of turnout and marching.
Prize Giving and Speeches followed in
Drake Hall. Various prizes presented by
OPs were awarded as follows:

Paul Lawrence and family

Marcus Graham Art – Stephen Reardon;
Chris Mullins Prize – Charlie King; Keith
Evans Prize awarded to a Form 3 pupil
showing the greatest potential for
teamwork and leadership – Lucy Perring;
The Old Pangbournian Prize awarded to
the outstanding scholar in the Upper Sixth
– Oliver Rogers.
Her Majesty The Queen’s Gold Medals
were awarded to the Joint Chiefs Georgie
Miller and Louis Ingrams.
The first speech was given by the Chairman
of the Board of Governors, Rear Admiral
Roger Lane-Nott CB (58-62). He stated
that from his perspective “Pangbourne is
in great shape despite the challenges we
are facing – arguably, the best shape in
its history.” The school is full, in the past
Lord Mayor meets Drum Major
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Peter Points & Michael Allsop

Peter Politzer and OP with Lord Mayor

12 months a series of improvements have
been unveiled including the installation
of floodlights around the astro pitches
and changes to Devitt House, and further
upgrades are in the pipeline including
plans for a new Boathouse.
Starting in September, the Chairman
revealed, a “quality programme” has
been devised to celebrate the College’s
centenary in 2016/17. A list of events will
be sent to OPs and parents in mid-July.
The Chairman was followed by the
Headmaster, Thomas Garnier, who
gave a comprehensive rundown of
developments at the school in the past
year. There is a “good buzz…a feeling of
confidence” on all fronts, he said. Solid
public exam results in 2015 led to “our
best ever year for university admissions
with half the Upper Sixth obtaining places
at Russell Group universities.”

OPs on White’s Field

Sporting successes included the 1st XV
rugby team reaching the semi-finals of
the Vase competition in the NatWest U18
Cup, one Pangbournian winning a sculling
bronze medal at the National Schools’
regatta and the girls quadruple sculls
crew doing well at the same regatta, and
in show jumping the most successful year
ever in equestrian events.
On other fronts, charity efforts at the
College in 2015-16 included a fundraising drive in support of the Nabugabo
Community Learning Centre in Uganda
which raised £19,000. Thirty two pupils
from the College subsequently spent
three weeks at the Centre in July carrying
out a number of community projects.
“We have also been innovating in the
area of emotional wellbeing,” Thomas
Garnier noted – “an area of widespread
concern within schools as levels of poor

mental health among young people rise
steadily.” A creative programme of talks
and workshops has been put in place.
More generally, “the College community
is a more emotionally intelligent one than
it used to be.”
Mr. Garnier paid tribute to a number of
leaving staff including one very wellknown to OPs – Steve Williams – “one of
the most ‘can do’ people on the planet…
he will be a phenomenally difficult act
to follow.” He then introduced Lord
Mountevans.
In his speech the Lord Mayor recalled
his school days at the Nautical College in
the first half of the 1960s. Pangbourne,
he said, “has a sensational reputation
for producing doers…The importance of
being a doer has stuck with me my entire
life. And I’m not the only one…Generosity.
Tolerance, Loyalty…(they) are the fuel
for action and optimism,” he
argued. “They inspired many
of the best-respected Old
Pangbournians leading them
to achievement and victories
in peace and war.”
Following Prize Giving the
usual range of events including
displays, a T20 cricket game
between OPs and the College
and a Musical Extravaganza
in the Falklands Chapel took
place in the afternoon before
Beat Retreat at 16:30. It
was, concluded many of the
young and old OPs present, a
memorable day well up to, if
not better than, the standards
set in the past.

OPs watching T-20 cricket
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LCS at 90

TO STEVE AT 90
Between a rock and a hard place
Is not where one wants to be.
But a rock in the midst of shifting sands
Is a glorious sight to see.
From NCP to PC,
Though function and style torn asunder,
Steve was the OPs’ reference.
Our history would not go under.
He brought and held us together.
He reminded us who we are.
On his own he was an institution,
Beloved from near and far.
And now, dear Steve, you are ninety,
A landmark reserved for the few.
And from the ranks of the
many below you
Come thanks upon thanks, just for you.

LIONEL STEPHENS
AT NINETY
On Sunday January 24th, 2016
Lionel Stephens – Steve or Basil
to generations of old and young
Pangbournians – celebrated his
90th birthday. The chairman of the
OP Society arrived on his doorstep
in Goring at 7.30am with a bottle
of champagne and cards and
messages flooded in from around
the world. Steve took it all in his
usual laconic but appreciative way.

LCS at 90 on OP Weekend

OP SPORT 2016
SAILING
“The OPYC Summer Rally was held at
Yarmouth the weekend of 20-22 May,
2016,” writes Peter Kewish (84-89).
“Yarmouth is a delightful little town
offering everything a boatman could possibly
want, a sheltered harbour overlooked by
the historic castle, boutique shopping, pubs
and eateries galore.
First to arrive was TIWANA (Ian Williams;
61-63), whose maiden voyage proved,
thankfully, uneventful even in the high
winds and rough seas. Then followed
SLIPPERWAY (Robin Batt 61-64, Andy Roy
& Stephen Norris), DART HOUND (Merrick
Rayner; 68-73), SEA MYTH (Tony Morrow
10

One OP, Roger Slater (57-61),
showed his appreciation through
a poem:

58-63
58-63), KUONANA III (Alistair Cameron 6165), SORAYA (James Maitland 57-60) and
65
last to arrive SOLE TRADER ((Jeremy Owen).
As has become customary with all OPYC
events, the seven boats in attendance flew
giant D&M Battle Flags from their masts
with pride.

Steve responded to this outpouring of
affection – more than 60 OPs worldwide
got in touch – in characteristic style: “Some
of the messages have had me in tears…
For over 40 years I have always replied
to messages from OPs, but in this case it
is impractical. I am most grateful for their
cards and messages. I also wish to make
it clear that I have no wish or intention of
having any celebration in ten years’ time!”
OPs will be pleased to know that after
one or two ups and downs health-wise in
2016, Steve ended the year in fine fettle
and put in two appearances during the OP
Weekend in October.

from Lymington brought Mike Stringer,
Simon Pollock and Anthony Clifford (75-82)
to the island to join us.
Saturday’s formal dinner was expertly
hosted by the Royal Solent Yacht Club,
who provided a fabulous three-course
meal washed down with plenty of wine
whilst sporting our new club ties. Our
Commodore, Tony Morrow, made a speech,
giving thanks and raised a glass to absent

With others coming by car, Friday evening
saw 21 of us at a relaxed and informal
gathering at the infamous Salty’s Sea food
restaurant, just a stone’s
throw from the harbour. The
following morning, in drizzle,
one sortie visited the fabulous
Osborne House in East Cowes
(the location of the first ever
Royal Navy College) while
another went to the ever
interesting Needles Battery.
The remainder pottered
around the shops and
chandlers of Yarmouth. That
evening, the Wightlink ferry Sailing Round the Island

Sailing Rally

friends. This was followed by Anthony
Clifford’s wonderful account on the joys
and perils of ocean racing, having recently
competed in the Clipper Round the World
Race.
The OPYC’s chosen charity is the Andrew
Simpson Sailing Foundation, a ‘whip round’
after dinner raised just over £100 for this
worthy cause for which we have such a
close connection. Sunday morning, the rain
had gone, the sun was out and we all left
Yarmouth to return safely back to our home
ports.”
Later in the summer, for the first time in
the history of the prestigious Round the
Island Yacht Race, an all-OP crew entered.
The race, around the Isle of Wight, is held
annually and in 2016 attracted 1,533
entries (of which only 994 finished due to
the extreme weather conditions). Andy
Roy (61-65) provided his boat and Ralph
Godfrey (61-65) the galley skills. Together,
the crew of seven OPs finished in a highly
commendable 85th place. Well done Andy,
Ralph, Peter Kewish (84-89), Mike Stringer
(66-69), James Allsop (81-86), Ian Kirton
(81-88) and Andrew Rostron (84-89).
At the end of September, reports Peter
Kewish (84-89) “for the third consecutive
year in 2016 and the fourth time in total the
OPYC entered a team to win the coveted
Arrow Trophy. The competition effectively
started on the afternoon of Friday 30th
September when the crew met up at
Sunsail’s HQ in Port Solent Marina, Gosport.
In the dark, we motored over to Cowes, tied
up at The Yacht Haven with all the other
competitors and made our way into town
for a bit to eat before settling into our bunks
for the night.

Saturday morning at 8am, the skipper and
1st mate attended the race organisers’
briefing while the rest of the crew got the
boat ready for racing. One fleet race in
the morning with 15-20 knot winds meant
a mix of one reef and no spinnakers. The
Pangbourne boat had a few poor starts
but quickly managed to claw back a few
places due to expert spinnaker handling by
the foredeck team. Two more fleet races
took place in the afternoon and we were
starting to climb up the leader board. Our
usual nemesis, the kite, was easily tamed
but we got stuffed on the start line again.
Results: 21st, 25th and 16th.
Having tied up in Cowes alongside our
competitors from 25 other public schools,
we made our way to the OPYC support
rally with drinks and nibbles kindly hosted
by Jeremy Owen (65-69) on board Sole
Trader. Saturday night at this regatta is
always entertaining; the formal dinner at
RORC this year was no exception. Prize
giving for last year’s winners and excellent
food washed down with plenty of wine.
Sunday morning briefing at 08:30 was spilt
into two - match racing for the top five and
fleet racing the remainder. Unfortunately,
we hadn’t made it in to the top five but a
good result nontheless with finishes of 11th
and 6th on the day. Overall, we came in 12th
which is a marked improvement on the
previous year’s 17th.
A motor back to Portsmouth in the
afternoon in glorious sunshine finished of
another memorable weekend.
The 2016 crew was: Peter Kewish (skipper;
84-89), Mike Stringer (Helm; 66-69), David
Ogden (1st Mate; 63-67), Olivia Quesnel

(03-10), Oliver James (05-10), Jonathan
Clare (97-02), Charlotte Butterworth (9092), Robin Myerscough (85-90), Andrew
Gilruth (83-88), Ian Kirton (81-88), Ed
Nation (04-09), Sam Turner (11-16).”
Anyone wishing to take part in the 2017
Arrow Trophy should email events@
opyc.org.uk In 2016 we had enough OPs
wishing to take part to crew two yachts, so
get in touch early!

ROWING
During the summer three OPs featured
in the World Rowing championships in
Rotterdam in the Netherlands. Georgie
Francis (08-13) was in the GB Women
Under-23 quad boat which came second in
the B final and 8th overall. Rory Harris (1116) was one of the GB double in the Junior
Men’s competition which finished 2nd in
the C final and 14th overall. And Charles
Waite-Roberts (06-11) competed in the
senior Lightweight Mens’ Quad, finishing
6th in difficult conditions.
At the 2016 British University rowing
championships at Nottingham, four OPs
won medals: Georgia Francis (08-13) won
the women’s championship single sculls.
She is a student at St. Mary’s University,
Twickenham; Emily Wilks (09-12) won
bronze in the women’s Championship
V111s rowing for London University;
Isabel Metcalfe (09-14) won bronze in
the Intermediate V111s rowing for Exeter
University; Will Anslow-Wilson (07-12)
won bronze in the men’s Championship
V111s rowing at 7 for Newcastle University.
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GOLF
OP Golf Society Secretary Charlie Parry (8185) reports: “Twentytwo OP’s met up on
June 10th to take on the challenge of New
Zealand golf course in Addlestone, Surrey.
It was a fine, still morning and the air was
full of excitement. We were welcomed by
the incredibly friendly and relaxed Secretary
of the club who was unfazed by our various
requirements and our lackadaisical time
keeping. It seemed the club members had
been put on high alert that the OP’s were
coming that day and most stayed away.
In the morning we played for the President’s
Cup - a single stableford competition.
Watching the players tee off from the 1st and
the 6th tees, I was greatly encouraged by the
standard of the play on show. This was duly
reflected in the scorecards afterwards with
the winning score submitted by William
Donaldson (91-96) with 39 points. The
runner up was Richard Givan (57-60) with
37 points.
During this round we pitted our skills against
the course with both the longest drive
and nearest the pin. George Gale (81-85)
got nearest to the pin on the short 5th and
Richard Parrett (72-80) boomed the longest
drive straight down the 18th fairway stopping
only a half wedge away from the front of the
green. A master class in both accuracy and
power.
After all our efforts in the morning round we
were treated to a fabulous lunch. We had the
dining room to ourselves and, judging by the
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laughter, everyone seemed to be enjoying
themselves. There was a good atmosphere
all day and a good bunch of chaps.
After lunch we drew for partners for the
afternoon round – 13 holes of foursomes.
We played for the Stephen Walker and
Simon Broome Memorial Bowl which, I’m
pleased to say, has now been reunited
with the OPGS having disappeared for a
few years. Again, there were some good
scores with Wyndham Halswell (62-65) and
Charlie Parry coming out on top with 30
points. They were closely followed by David
Lewis (81-85) and William Donaldson with
28 points.
It was genuinely a very good day and I
know all the OP’s who attended thoroughly
enjoyed themselves. Jeremy Moger (6266) and Hugh Fraser (64-68) attended for
the first time and it was great to be able
to welcome back Jeremy Winckley (54-57)
who was there at the early stages of the
Society, over 40 years ago, and a member of
the OP team which won the Grafton Morrish
trophy in 1973. There were many others
who wanted to attend but sadly could not.
The OP Golf Society, I believe, is in a good
place at the moment. New Zealand golf
course is a delight to play and the club’s
staff truly exceptional in its friendliness. I
am, therefore, very pleased that NZGC has
offered us the chance to return next year
on Friday, 9th June. I hope all OP golfers will
make a special effort to join me for what
promises to be a memorable event during
the College’s centenary year.”

In October the annual OPGS match versus
the College (pupils and staff), played at The
Berkshire GC on the Blue course, resulted in
a 5-3 loss to the Society this year – the first
such loss in the last six years. All credit to the
boys (no girls on the College team), some of
whom played outstanding golf.
The staff component, ably led by Neil
Jeffers, had been reinforced on this occasion
by Maths (and Rugby) teacher Andy Codling
who has a handicap of 3. And on the excuses
front, many OPGS stalwarts were absent on
this occasion.
One reason for the absences was that on
the same day William Donaldson and
Giles Fuchs (78-83) were battling out the
final of the Centenary Cup over 18 holes
at Sunningdale. William won, and rushed
over to The Berkshire in time for the cup
to be presented to him by the knock-out
competition’s capable organiser Richard
Givan.

RUGBY
An Under-21 OP XV which began training
in mid-August came joint 3rd in the Cronk
Cunis Festival for Old Boys teams, held
on August 29, 2016.This annual one-day
event is a national Under 21 XVs Festival
for Old Boys. It is a competitive and very
popular Bank Holiday Monday event, with
15-a-side 15-minute-each-way games.
David Metcalfe (98-03), head of Rugby at
the College, reports:

“A squad of 15 OPs ventured up to the home
of Richmond Rugby Club in west London to
take part in the annual U21 Cronk Cunis
festival. This year, the Old Pangbournians
were one of 22 teams to take part in
the prestigious tournament and put in a
number of outstanding performances,
eventually losing out in the semi-final of the
Cup competition.
Despite losing their first two matches to
Worth (12-5) and Judd (19-22), tries from
Nat Rennie, Ben Bowman, Will Vaughan and
Zac Baxter-Hill saw them finish as one of
the best pool runners up, putting them into
the Cup Quarter Final. This meant that they
came up against the Old Allenyians (alumni
of Dulwich College), a formidable opponent
and winner of the tournament last year.
After regulation time the scores were locked
at 14-14 and extra time beckoned. With
both teams playing some impressive rugby,
defence won the day and it ended 0-0. In line
with competition rules it headed to a drop
goal competition, testing the nerve (and

skill) of both teams. James Townsend held
his nerve at the crucial moment and it was
his drop kick that put the Old Pangbournians
through to the semi-final.
Unfortunately, this was one step to far for
the boys who lost out to RGS High Wycombe
26-0, the team down to 14 men due to Ollie
Hart breaking a wrist on the hard ground.
However, this was a great day out for the
OP’s who thoroughly enjoyed meeting
up with friends from previous years and
playing some excellent and expansive
rugby. Captain Nat Rennie said that it was
“superb to play in an OP team, some of
whom he hasn’t played alongside for a
couple of years.” He hopes that the result
and upcoming fixture on the OP weekend
(Oct. 8/9) will inspire more OP’s to pull on
the Pangbourne jersey and get back out on
the rugby pitch.
The Squad: Nat Rennie (07-14), Tom
Mellieres-Frost (09-14), James Townsend
(08-15), Tom Hills (09-16), Seb Bearn (11-

-16), Louis Ingrams (11-16), Ollie Hart (0712), Paddy Bamforth (07-14), Ben Bowman
(13-15), Mark Ethelstone (10-12), Will
Vaughan (14-16), Zac Baxter-Hill (08-15),
Jake Leach (10-15), Stuart McLeish (10-15),
Freddie Hargreaves (09-14).
The squad subsequently passed on their
thanks to the OP Society Committee for
purchasing the new shirts – they all thought
they were very smart and made the team
look like a professional outfit. I nearly didn’t
get them back (!).”

HOCKEY

As part of the OP Weekend at the College in
October, after Sunday lunch an OP XI faced
a College Staff XI in a mixed hockey match
on the Jubilee AstroTurf. The OPs prevailed
2-1 in a “hard-fought, fair and positive”
contest played in a friendly spirit, fittingly
encapsulating what the weekend was all
about. The ambulance parked nearby was
not required! Thanks to Lucy HamblinRooke (01-08) for organising the match.

CRICKET
The annual T-20 match vs the College was
played on Founders’ Day, July 9th but finding
out what happened has proved difficult.
During the summer Louis Ingrams (1116) was presented with a plaque by the
president of the MCC, Roger Knight,
commemorating his century against the
MCC for the College on Big Side in 2015. The
ceremony was to have been held on the
outfield at Lord’s but bad weather forced
it indoors to the committee dining room in
the pavilion.
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THE O.P. WEEKEND,
OCTOBER 8/9, 2016 – BRIDGING THE YEARS
As part of the 2016-17 centenary celebrations, OPs were invited to a weekend
at the College in October, 2016. A full programme of events was scheduled,
and more than 190 OPs took part – a wonderful turnout, and testimony to
the hard work put in by OP Society chairman Merrick Rayner (68-73) and a
team of very willing and able helpers at the College led by the Development
Director Karen Hartshorn.

Keith Evans with Larry Howard

The packed programme kicked off on the Saturday afternoon with two
College first team sports events – a girls’ hockey match vs Epsom College and
a boys’ rugby match vs Portsmouth Grammar School. Afternoon tea in the
Mess Hall followed. At 4.30pm, led by the Headmaster Thomas Garnier and
OPS president Richard Shuttleworth (57-62), half a dozen members of the
Society’s committee gathered at the grave of Sir Philip Devitt in the cemetery
at Pangbourne village church to lay a wreath in honour of the founder of the
Nautical College who died in 1947.
During the afternoon Captain Peter Tambling (50-53) presented RMS
Canberra’s Blue Battle Ensign, flown when she arrived back in Southampton
from the Falklands conflict in 1982 under the command of OP Dennis ScottMasson (44-46), to the Falklands Islands Memorial Chapel. Peter escorted March-Past
Canberra out of Southampton on her final cruise when he was Master of the
Paddle Steamer Waverley. Years later the Marine Superintendent of P&O
Southampton gave him the Ensign before he retired, knowing of Peter’s RNR
and Pangbourne connections.
At 5.00pm the 83rd AGM of the OP Society took place in the refurbished Old
Library in Devitt House. Some 50 OPs, the Headmaster, Karen Hartshorn and
Lionel Stephens were present. A report of the proceedings will be posted
separately. The meeting, with much business to get through, lasted until
around 6.30pm and was immediately followed by an entertaining quiz
and supper, with the College’s current Chemistry master acting as the very
professional and unswayable quiz master. A close contest between five
teams of varying numbers and skills led to a close but deserved victory for March-Past
the team led by the HM.
After this OPs dispersed to various pubs, hotels, guest houses and B&Bs in
the Pangbourne neighbourhood and as far afield as Maidenhead such was
the demand for accommodation. A mini-bus driven by Hon. OP Andy Temple
took some OPs to their beds for the night – one of many generous and much
appreciated gestures by staff at the College during the two days.
Sunday 9th October dawned a glorious, sunny morning. By 9.00am some one
hundred OPs were mustering on a chilly parade ground to practice for the
OP march past – only the third time in the past 100 years that such an event
has taken place (the first was in 1992 when about 100 OPs took part and the
second in 1997 when 65 OPs participated). For many, it was the first time
Shuttleworth takes the salute
they had been on a parade ground in 50+ years. But old habits really do die
hard and by the second attempt RSM Colin Hearn, ably assisted by Paul Hills,
had begun to establish some sort of order and rhythm out of a very disparate
group of men and three women aged anywhere between 97 and 19.
After the parade practice most OPs attended Chapel Service in the Falklands
Islands Memorial Chapel. There was not a spare seat to be had as the chaplain,
Neil Jeffers, took the opportunity to preach a memorable and rather direct
sermon on the difference between self-esteem and Christian values. For the
OPs, the opportunity once again to sing Hymn 31 at the College – Eternal
Father, Strong to Save –was seized with gusto.
The College Parade followed, with the parade ground completely ringed
by a large crowd keen to see both the OP march past and the first march 1981 leavers in Chapel
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Sailors Kewish, Paterson, Morrow

of the year by 3rd formers. In the event, it is fair to say that the OP march
suffered from lack of space and width immediately behind the Guard. But
the spectators applauded the OPs, led by Keith Evans (33-37) and Arthur
Coxon (41-44) in their mobility chairs, as they left the parade ground and the
OPs responded with three very loud cheers for the College led by Merrick
Rayner. A video of the march past posted by Lee Keeler can be viewed on
Facebook in the Old Pangbournians group.

Two Mike Matthews (75-80 l; 54-59 r)

Keith’s chair was propelled by one of the youngest OPs present – Larry
Howard (05-11), now a pilot with British Airways. Others who took part
included John Cornish (57-60) and Richard Strachan (58-62) who had
travelled from Australia, the chairman of the Board of Governors Roger LaneNott (58-63), two Mike Matthews (54-59 & 75-80), BA’s senior training pilot

Angus Thomas (76-81) and stepson Louis

Robin Paine (55-58) and grand daughter Georgia

Richard Givan with John Cornish and Keith Evans
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Andy Wells (79-86) who happened to be at
home in nearby Bradfield, James Allenby
(57-62) and Edward Bence (66-70) from
Devon who did some advance planning for
the West Country centenary lunch in April,
2017, proud grandfather Robin Paine (5558) – there to watch granddaughter Georgia
march with Illawarra – Ruth Barham (0914) now studying at Exeter University, and
Rob Sargent (60-65) and Sinclair Rogers
(55-57) both down south from retirement
in Lincolnshire.

The Fisher/Paterson clan had seven
members on parade – John Fisher (68-73),
Tony Fisher (brother of John), Jody Fisher
(daughter of Tony, now at the College),
Robin Paterson (68-73), James Paterson
(son of Robin), Olivia Paterson (daughter of
Robin) and Georgie Paterson (daughter of
Robin, at her first Sunday parade as a 3rd
former).
After a pause, during which House Tours
of Hesperus and Harbinger for OPs were

conducted by senior students, upwards of
190 OPs and their guests sat down to an
excellent Sunday roast lunch in the Mess
Hall, courtesy of the College, accompanied
by wine provided by the OP Society. On
the dais was a pop-up shop run by the
new External Relations Assistant at the
College Anne Huddart displaying centenary
merchandise and the centenary book as
well as an informative OP Yacht Club stand
put together by Peter Kewish (84-89).
In the afternoon a mixed hockey match was
held between two OP teams on the Jubilee
Astro (now encircled by lights) followed by
afternoon tea in the Mess Hall for any OP
still present. By 5.00pm the weekend was
over.
An event like this stands and falls on the
prior organisation, the memories shared,
the friendships renewed, and the chance
to see how the school has developed
since one’s own day. Judged on this basis
the weekend was an outstanding success.
The contemporary College opened its
arms to welcome Old Pangbournians. OPs
responded with affection and goodwill for
an enduring institution that throughout the
past 100 years has left a lasting impression
on all those who attended it.

Richard Givan with John Cornish and Keith Evans

by ROBIN KNIGHT (56-61)

OP COMMUNICATIONS
If you have news about yourself or other OPs, the best
way to share it with OPs and the OP Society is via the
email address op@pangbourne.com It will then be
posted on our website at www.oldpangbournian.co.uk
A second option is to write to the OP Society c/o
Pangbourne College, Pangbourne RG8 8LA and your
letter will be forwarded to the Society.
Alternatively, there are active OP groups on LinkedIn
and Facebook which you can join.
If you tweet, followers are @today are around 200.
Most of the traﬃc is by the College including clubs
such as rowing, or by the Headmaster or some
governors.
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REUNIONS 2016
Reunion - NSW

Fourteen OPs and partners attended the annual lunch at the
Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron in Auckland on Thursday 25th
February, reports Robin Paine (Hesperus 1955-58). After drinks on
the balcony, in glorious summer sunshine, the party went into the
Quarterdeck Restaurant. The ‘Senior Officer on Deck’ again was
Val Were (38-41), now 93 – in sparkling form and hoping to be at
the Centenary Celebrations next year. Val is the only born and bred
OP New Zealander. Keith Mann (45-49) had again flown up from
Christchurch for the day. Completing the list of those who were
either there, or left, in the 1940s was Barry Thompson (42-45).
In comparison the remainder of the gathering were mere
whippersnappers. Phil Hickling (53-56) proposed a toast to Lynn
Reunion - CWP Q’land

Connell (52-55) who sadly went aloft two weeks before the lunch
after a long illness. It was good to see that Nick Edwards (55-58) was
able to re-join us looking fit and well after two years’ absence due to
illness. Simon Marriott (64-68), ex-Army, and Caroline are thriving
on their citrus fruit farm on the Coromandel, to the southeast of
Auckland, and have installed a new commercial kitchen for the
production of their jams, which are now sold in some of the top
retail outlets in New Zealand. Craig Peploe (77-80) is going from
strength to strength as the Chief Executive of a leading retirement
village at Takapuna on Auckland’s North Shore. Tim Luton (73-77)
still works for the IT Department at Auckland University, but in
engineering and not in IT.
Charlie Fowler (85-90), who,
after university joined the
Royal Marines on a five-year
short service commission, has
successfully made the transition
from the Customs to the Police
and wishes he had done it years
ago. He is based at Auckland
Airport. The youngest OP
present was Fran Crowther,
(née Pearson; 94-96) who lives
in Hamilton with her husband,
Simon and their two children.
Those who emailed to say they
were unable to attend were:
Graham Jex (67-71), who had
to return suddenly to the UK;
Pat Blood (43-47); Bob Green
(57-62) from Christchurch; Mike
Jackson (52-56) due to visitors
from UK; Paul Amato (83-88) on
business in Australia; and Tim Le
Couteur (57-61) again due to UK
visitors.
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Four OPs – Don Barton (46-52), Geoff Rae (5356), Tim Everard (48-52) and Brian Mathewson
(47-50) - attended the annual Conway Worcester
Pangbourne Association (Queensland branch)
lunch in March. A fifth, Mike Shaw (40-43) sent
his apologies. The event was held this year at the
Buderim Tavern in Buderim, north of Brisbane. In
the image Don is fifth from the left middle row,
Geoff is on the extreme right of the middle row,
Tim is second left front row and Brian is second
right on the front row.

Reunion - NZ

Andy Wells, Glen Gooch, Jim Bryce and Peter
Lowe organised a 30-year reunion of 1986 leavers
at the end of October. Andy writes: “On Friday 21st
October, 29 of Pangbourne’s finest alumini met up
for dinner in the Old Library to celebrate 30 years
since leaving the College. This was an impressive
turnout thanks to social media, which was
fortunately not available during our school years,
with numerous additional apologies received.
Acquaintances and nicknames were renewed
despite some initial difficulties in recognising the
more follicly challenged amongst the group and a
fantastic evening was had by all. The majority took
up the kind offer of Harbinger accommodation and
a hearty Mess Hall breakfast the following morning
before making our weary way to prepare for the
next event in 10 years’ time. A huge thanks is due
to the College for providing the venue and catering
with a special mention to Karen, Anne and Andy
for their patience and humour in setting up the
event so well.”

Reunion - 1986 leavers

Reunion - Strachan et al
18

The attendees were: Nick Hooper, Pete Lowe,
Paul Tarantino, Will Skinner, Richard Crawshaw,
Simon Chaplin, Jason Parker Smith, James Alsop,
Charles Ashwanden, Glen Gooch, Neal Lillywhite,
Ian Jones, Alan Ruck Nightingale, Phil Firth, Andy
Wells, James Perry, Nick Fitch, Andrew Harrison,
James Blandy, David Carr, Adam Knight, Greg
Kerr, Dan Bosher, Tom Bosher, James Chapman,
Grant Macpherson, Ken Jones, Jim Bryce, Andy
Sumner. Tarantino, Skinner and Tom Bosher were
all the year behind. Will has son Harry in 4th form.
Grant Macpherson adds: “This was our first
reunion since our 20-year event held at the
Leander Club in 2006. It was decided that any
carpet/floor cleaning costs at the College were
likely to be far less, so we met at the school.
William Skinner obviously won the award for
best-dressed. Ian Jones won the award for the
longest journey, having come over from Dubai.
Other attendees included James (Ollie) Chapman
who left the College at the end of the 5th Form
so who some of us hadn’t seen him for 32 years!
It is rumoured that a couple of chaps got up early
and attempted to re-run the 100% next morning
but we think they may have run into some of the
new housing at the bottom of the old drive! All
in all, great to catch up and many thanks to the
organisers.”

REACTIONS TO THE CENTENARY
HISTORY OF THE COLLEGE
Many OPs have got in touch since the
March, 2016 publication of ‘Pangbourne
College – Spirit in Changing Times’ – the
history of the College from 1917 to the
present day written by Robin Knight (56-61)
with contemporary photography by Angus
Thomas (76-81).
Several successful book launch receptions
were held in London and at the College
during the year for OPs, present and former
parents, governors, staff and former staff,
pupils and the local community. A sample of
the reactions emailed to Robin and to the
College is listed below:
The book arrived this morning, and I have
just spent an hour or so leafing through the
pages, and in particular those that covered
my time at Pangbourne. What a magnificent
piece of work it is. There is so much there
that one just was not aware of as a mere
Cadet. You have my particular admiration
for the way in which you delicately balance
the good and not so good characteristics
of such as Hugh Skinner! You have my
heartiest congratulations.
Tim Lee (51-53)
The book is sensational, and I expect my
leather-bound version will be even better!
Roger Lane-Nott (58-63), Chairman of
Governors
I appear to have some 1,600 copies of
the book sitting in my office at present!
Some of which fell off the back of a
lorry – literally! Thought I’d say how very
impressive the book is – congratulations.
And thank you for a lovely few words on
Bursars! Shame I don’t need a reference
anymore!
Ron Obbard (Bursar)
This excellent book has just dropped
through my letterbox. I have had a quick
skim through (as one does) and am now
avidly reading it from cover to cover.
Really have done a wonderful job –
congratulations and thank you.
Rory Jackson (55-59)
I hope you are all getting your copies of the
wonderful Pangbourne College Centenary
book. Mine arrived today and it looks
wonderful. Great effort by Robin Knight and
Angus Thomas and the team. I look forward
to reading it over the weekend –
Steve Davis (74-81) on LinkedIn

Thank you so much for the lovely
book on Pangbourne – well
done! I can quite see now why
it was such an “oeuvre” – and I
love all the pictures of the old
school and its very fierce looking
members of staff.
Susan Brodie (neighbour)
I was delighted to receive
the book on Saturday - very
impressive. I congratulate you
on this fine volume. So far I
have merely flicked it through
and enjoyed the huge number
of photographs, a great many
of which do not exist in the
OP archives. I have read the
page devoted to me, and you could not
have been more complimentary. I was
particularly pleased that you mentioned my
introduction of Careers, as this is seldom
mentioned. I congratulate you on this fine
and painstaking piece of research.
Lionel Stephens (retired teacher)
A masterpiece!! Received my copy and I
have read only some of it so far, but it is
excellent. I loved Sam’s piece about the
Band, very honoured to find myself in
the Fencing photo, and I was delighted to
see the photo of Jeremy Ainslie kicking in
rugby. It is a wonderful celebration of the
first 100 years of the College – my warmest
congratulations.”
Andrew Scott-Priestley (58-62)
I have just spent much of the morning
reading your excellent book on
Pangbourne. An enormous amount of
research! The College should be very
grateful to have such a comprehensive
record. What really impresses me,
however, is how well written it is. You
have managed to interweave so many
different strands with a fluency and
honesty that make compelling reading…
To get so much detail in, without obscuring
the grand design, is remarkable.
Clifford Gould (Governor; 1997-2014)
Just a short note to congratulate you on
the Centenary Book. I have read it with
much interest and you have certainly
covered the strengths and weaknesses of
the Pangbourne education! In particular,
I noted the comment about a lack of
privacy. This was always my hang up about
Pangbourne; you could never escape to

your own space. The lack of privacy was
certainly not conducive to private study!
Nonetheless Pangbourne has nurtured
some very successful individuals and I
believe the College has now really found
a successful niche in the educational
environment.
Peter Roe (55-59)
I have been away and came back to the
book - well done - it looks wonderful - I
hope you are really pleased and proud!
A difficult project to navigate, but I hope
it gets the great feedback it deserves - a
wonderful job.
Angus Thomas (75-81)
Excellent job!

Richard Stinton (76-81)

Well done Robin Knight. A very well
written, readable book which especially
highlights the challenges faced by public
schools in the modern age. Brought back
many memories and highlights how the
1986 - 2000 OPs are somewhat the missing
generation.
William Reid (86-91)
Fantastic book! Brings back some great
memories. Well done!
Mike Pembroke (91-96)
Just got mine in the mail today. Looks
great!!! Well done
Albert Jan Hoffman (79-84)
The book is truly magnificent and I feel
honoured to be featured in it.”
Keith Evans (33-37)
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REACTIONS TO THE CENTENARY
HISTORY OF THE COLLEGE
I have received my copy of ‘Pangbourne
College, Spirit in Changing Times.’ It really
is a magnificent job…I shall have many
moments of pleasure and reflection in the
years ahead.
John Temple (58-61)

leadership. What amazes me is the input
from all the OPs that have held office as
governors and those who come back and
teach at their old school!
Felicity Mullins (widow of OP Chris
Mullins)

I knew that it (the book) would be a fine
combination of authorship and illustration,
but you have triumphantly excelled.
Peter Points (HM 1969-88)

I certainly have enjoyed reading the book –
particularly as I grew up in Whitchurch, and
lived for a year in Pangbourne when I was
a Sixth Former, and remember the College
and some of the staff. I think it is very well
written, and admire the author and the
College for allowing it to be such an honest
representation of its history. Quite rightly
so, but this would not have been the case
at all schools.
The book’s proof-reader

I am enjoying Spirit in Changing Times. The
elegance and narrative drive of your prose
has transformed what could have been a
pedestrian plod through the College history
into something rather compulsive. Hats
off.
Deborah Bosley (Pangbourne Mum)
At last I have THE BOOK…I think it is really
beautiful. It has a very classy feel to it and
just flicking through it, I can see the amount
of history and personal information it
contains. And of course, the huge amount
of time and skills it will have taken to put it
all together so beautifully.
Helga Griﬃths (Pangbourne friend)
I am truly amazed how accurately Robin
Knight has covered my time at the College.
I left the NCP in 1946 and, having taken
virtually no interest in the school during
my 46-year career, I wasn’t expecting to
enjoy the rest of the book. How wrong
I was! The whole story is incredibly
interesting, and so easy to read. Robin did
an incredible job, and I’m sure his book will
give an enormous boost to the College’s
reputation, and will be read by many
future generations.
Richard Olden (42-46)
I have had the greatest of pleasure in
reading the history of Pangbourne…I
like the book’s design; I think the history
falls neatly into eras as it is presented; it
reads well, and I think it will have interest
for people beyond the Pangbourne
community. It has an impressive degree of
balance…Many thanks for giving me such a
good read.
Graham Simons (Teacher; 1989-2011)
It is a great publication and many
congratulations…I must say I was fascinated
to read the history. How the school ever
survived is a miracle! It seems to me
that the College has thrived under great
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I have had much pleasure from reading
your book about the College. It brought
back so many memories.
Richard Wilkinson (OP; 59-63)
You are totally upsetting my whole
weekend! Reading ‘the’ book’’ and enjoying
it all immensely. There is so much in there
that I, for one, didn’t know.
Richard Strachan (OP; 58-62
)
Many congratulations on the wonderful
publication which I received last week! It
makes for fascinating reading.
Peter Griﬃths (OP; 57-60)
A tour de force! Well done and thank you.
Ian Tew (OP; 56-60)
Compliments from an old seadog OP like
me are hard to come by. However, I have
to take a deep breath and give maximum
praise for the Centenary book which is
nothing short of an outstanding read.
Considerable effort went into it – well
done!
Richard Givan (OP; 57-60)
Have been intending for some time to send
a note to say how much I have enjoyed the
Pangbourne book which has been here
a month or more! Well done for all the
research and the work which has gone into
it…It is an excellent publication with which
really does the College proud.
Ted Daubeny (OP; 53-57; Executive Oﬃcer
1972-73)
I have a copy of the illustrated history of
Pangbourne. I learnt a lot and enjoyed
reading it. It couldn’t have been a simple

task to put it together, but it’s a very
handsome volume.
(Ian Dear, OP, author, historian; 49-52)
Just finished the ‘Pangbourne College’
masterpiece. It is a brilliant book which
captures the atmosphere of the College
perfectly. Congratulations. I especially
liked the middle paragraph on page 142,
beginning ‘Contemporary Pangbourne …’
an inspired stream-of-consciousness piece
of writing. Good stuff and an inspiration
to all those who follow.
Tim Hendley (49-53)
I read the Centenary Book from cover
to cover. I just do not know how you
accomplished such a magnificent piece
of work. There was so much in it that I
did not have a clue about, especially the
way you highlighted the contributions of
Pangbourne’s characters particularly in the
early years. It reads so well; you must be
very proud of your achievement and very
well deserved too. I thoroughly enjoyed it.
Michael Allsop (Chairman of Governors,
2000-13)
Fascinating…very much enjoyed the way
in which the history is portrayed, together
with the style and presentation. Many
congratulations on a superb result.
Robin Paine (55-58)
Am still feasting on your magnificent
Pangbourne College - Spirit in Changing
Times. What a goldmine of information
and so well produced and edited.
Congratulations!
Michael Askwith (59-63)
The whole book has a terrific quality to it.
Who said print is dead? Pah!
Mike Matthews (75-80)
It looks magnificent – so, rather belatedly,
congratulations on a job really well done –
no easy task!
Shaun Maynard (60-64)
I found the book quite revealing - never
realising that, when I was student, the
College was on the verge of financial
disaster. Also, it struck me that most of us
were there for a few years and then moved
on, hardly making any impression at all
on the school – although it seems to have
made an impression on us.
Victor Gibson (56-59)

PANGBOURNE COLLEGE
Spirit in Changing Times

CELEBRATE THE CENTENARY OF
PANGBOURNE COLLEGE
WITH OUR RICHLY-ILLUSTRATED NEW HISTORY

BOOK SPECIFICATIONS
Hardback • 280 x 240 mm
192 pages printed in colour
Up to 250 illustrations
65,000 words • RRP £45

www.tmiltd.com
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NEWS OF OPs
The story of Mike Cumberlege (19-22),
murdered by the SS in Sachsenhausen
concentration camp in April 1945 as World
War 11 was ending, and the subject of a
monograph by Robin Knight (56-61) In
Search of Mike Cumberlege, published in
2015 (copies are available in the Falklands
chapel in return for a donation) took a new
turn in 2016. In September, a historian in
Kiev, Ukraine got in touch with Robin out of
the blue with details from a memoir written
in 1980 in Ukrainian and published in
Canada by a wartime Ukrainian nationalist
leader. Taras Bulba-Borovets, it turned
out, had been imprisoned in the cell next
to Cumberlege in the notorious Zellenbau
block in Sachsenhausen and somehow
made contact with the courageous Mike.
Robin later updated his account on the RN
Research Archive website at http://www.
royalnavyresearcharchive.org.uk/Mike_
Cumberlege.htm#.WBXd4CQxQsY

Wyvern 1940-41 and helped to evacuate
allied troops from the Hook of Holland,
escorting convoys in the Channel and
North Atlantic and, for a time, basing in
West Africa. He retired from the RN in
June, 1944 following D-Day. Thereafter he
worked in public relations and wrote and
edited books about the sea. The Readiness
is All, published in 1945, was reviewed as
“a remarkable first novel which describes a
week in the life of a young Motor Torpedo
Boat captain at sea and on leave.” Griggs
also edited a series of Puffin Classic
Hornblower books in the 1950s and
early1960s. He died in September, 1965
aged 46.
Bill Astley-Jones
(55-58)

After a silence of many years Bill AstleyJones (55-58) got in touch to book a place
at the 2016 Over-60s lunch. He wrote: “On
leaving Pangbourne I drifted for a short
period and eventually decided that I liked
the open-air life and the farming industry.
To gain practical experience in 1958/1959 I
worked for Sir Fredrick Bell of Bell’s Whisky
on his farm, West Chapel Bank near Perth.
Having gained some hands-on experience,
I went to the West of Scotland Agricultural
College and passed exams in agriculture
and agricultural machinery.
A book written by George Griggs (3336) surfaced during 2016. Destroyer at
War was published in 1942 while Griggs
was working in the Press Division in the
Admiralty and at a time of heavy Allied
losses at sea. The book vividly describes
the drama and tragedy of life at sea in the
RN in that period of the war.
Griggs had entered the Royal Navy at the
start of 1938, serving in HMS Shropshire
as a Midshipman. Promoted to Lieutenant
early in 1940, he was in the destroyer HMS
22

My next move was to Lackham College to
gain a higher qualification in agricultural
engineering. I subsequently applied for a
vacancy with what was then called “New
Holland Machine Company.” I joined the
company as a trainee in 1962. In 1966 I
was appointed area manager for Central
UK responsible for a network of dealers/
distributors. Later I left New Holland and
for a short period of time was employed
in the fertiliser business as an Area Sales
Manager. In 1973 I joined Alfa Laval as
Area Manager for Scotland, Northern

Ireland and Northern England with a staff
of 16. The office was based in Glasgow. Alfa
Laval closed down their regional offices
and eventually I set up my own agricultural
dealership in Devon.
Subsequent to this I was employed by
Wright Rain Irrigation as Area Manager and
then became Marketing Manager for JLG
Industries based in Cumbernauld, Scotland.
Within 18 months JLG withdrew from
manufacturing in the UK. In the following
years, I formed a company called Argyll
Farm Systems based in Balfron, Scotland
employing a team of six. I then became an
Area Manager for Hotline Electric Fencing
covering Scotland. Following on from this
I took over their web based business,
Electric Fencing Direct. This is now run by
my daughter- in- law. Growth has been
achieved every year since it started; I am
now the retired back stop!”
Anthony & Nigel Walker (56-60 & 56-59),
twins who were at the NCP in the late1950s, have had little contact with the
College since they left. However, Nigel
(56-59) attended a drinks reception at the
school on September 18th as he now has a
grandchild at Pangbourne – and purchased
a copy of the centenary history. The next
month he took part in the OP March
Past. Both Walkers initially went into the
Army. Nigel joined the 6th Gurkhas but
left in 1971. Today he lives near Andover.
Anthony joined the Royal Green Jackets
and also later went into business.
One of our OP Reps in New South Wales
was in the wars in 2016. Roger Pike (5559) reported during the summer: “I was
to leave for UK/Europe five days after the
Sydney lunch on 23rd April. A week after
arrival in England I was hospitalised with
acute pneumonia/ pulmonary fibrosis.
I landed in Homerton, one of the NHS
flagship teaching hospitals in East London.
I was staring at hospital walls when I should
have been bouncing our only grandchild –
whom we had travelled 12,000 miles to
see. Onward travel to Eastern Europe was
cancelled and rebooked. Now biding my
time in my wife’s home town in Croatia,
I must say that I am finally recovered. It
is a persistent, frighteningly long type of
illness. For any mid-septuagenarian who
survives it, you probably only get one shot
at it.”

John Cornish (57-60) returned to the
College for the first time in years from his
home in Queensland, Australia. He was
in the UK on family business and took the
opportunity to attend the OP Weekend,
take part in the OP March Past and meet
up with a number of old cricket team
mates and class mates. Looking fit and
healthy and still hard at work as a pilot
based at the Port of Townsville on the
North Queensland coast, John moved to
Australia in the 1970s and has stayed there
ever since.
Richard Wilkinson
(59-63)

Richard Wilkinson (59-63) is writing a
memoir. So far he has completed more than
1,000 pages, so no stone in a varied career
is being left unturned. After Pangbourne,
Richard went into the Royal Navy and
served in HMS Whitby in the Far East
during the confrontation with Indonesia.
Other RN postings included a spell in
HMS Eagle during the UK withdrawal
from Aden and a stint on the staff of CinC
Western Fleet at Northwood. Deciding
that a career as a secretarial officer in
the Navy was not for him, he resigned his
commission and joined Spink’s and later
Barclays Bank before joining the Army. He
was commissioned into the Royal Artillery.
During his service, he concentrated
primarily on the air defence discipline. He
did three tours of duty in Northern Ireland
and also acted as the Captain in Charge
of the Buckingham Palace detachment of
the Queen’s Guard. Later he worked at the
Ordnance Board. He ended his military
career monitoring arms export licences
at Farnborough. On leaving the Army in
2000, he became Clerk to the Worshipful
Company of Bowyers in 2002, retiring after
eight years.
Following a prompt from his school friend
Frank Davies (60-64; see News of OPs), John

Lucas (60-64) got in touch from Tenerife
in the Canary Islands where he has lived
and worked for most of the past 50 years.
He wrote: “Here is a quick précis of my
career: From 1965-67 worked as a trainee
at the Bank of London and South America
in Queen Victoria St. in the City (I am bilingual Spanish-English), but it was not my
scene. 1967-68- worked as an overseas rep
for the British travel firm Horizon Midlands
in Mallorca. 1968-82- worked for Freddie
Laker’s travel organization in Tenerife, until
he went bankrupt.
In 1983 I founded Ten-Travel, a local
incoming travel agency, operating in all
the Canaries, mainly dealing with shore
excursions for cruise ship passengers (we
represent P&O, Cunard. Saga shipping,
and Disney cruises). We also represent
two important British Tour-Operators, and
work as DMO for Incentive and company
travel to any of the Canaries.
In 1996 we purchased a very old historical
property in Puerto de la Cruz. The place
dates back to the 1730s and has been in
British hands throughout. It has a large
garden or park which we have opened to
the public and filled with orchids. Locally
it’s known as “The Orchid Garden”, but
its real name is Sitio Litre. My youngest
son John Lucas jnr. (88-91), who as you
know was ccc Macquarie in the late 1980s,
now runs the travel agency, together with
his older brother William. I am retired
although very busy in the garden. I see
Bill Bailey (58-62) regularly. Any OP who
is visiting Tenerife is welcome to visit our
garden and have a few beers with the
owner.”
At the start of September, 2016, Targe
Towing Ltd., the Arbroath-based tug
company formed by OP Tom Woolley
(60-65), was awarded a new consolidated
contract for towage and marine services
at BP’s Hound Point facility. A press
release put out by BP stated: “Over the
past 22 years Targe have provided BP
with outstanding HSE, operational and
commercial performance and we look
forward to many more years of excellence
over a broader range of services.” Targe’s
roots go back to 1976 after Tom left the
Royal Navy and joined a Nassau-based
towing company. In the late-1980s he
moved to Scotland to work as a ship
agent. There he spotted a commercial
opportunity to set up a tug service in
Peterhead assisting product tankers. This
led to the creation of Peterhead Tugs Ltd.
and, in 1991, Targe Towing Ltd. Safety has
been at the heart of the company’s stellar
performance ever since.

Mike Smith (60-65) was on the road
for Initiatives of Change in 2016 as part
of his work related to the annual Caux
TIGE conferences on business integrity.
In January, he was in India. In August, he
spent four days in Latvia. Here he met
local leaders of Transparency International.
Latvia is ranked 40th least corrupt country
in the world according to TI’s annual
Corruption Perception Index but is dogged
by a complex tax system, tax evasion, and
a pervasive shadow economy. The next day
he addressed 70 students at the Agricultural
University in Jelgava, a 40-minute drive
south of the capital Riga. His topics were
integrity, human motivation and leadership.
Later he took part in a workshop in Riga with
a group of 40 people interested in social
entrepreneurship models and shook hands
with prime minister Maris Kucinskis after a
chance meeting. In October Mike reviewed
“For the Love of Money: a memoir” by Sam
Polk – “an arch-wolf of Wall Street” – for the
Financial World magazine. “Grossly overpaid
heads of FTSE 100 companies would do well
to read (the) story,” he concluded.
In October Jon Beadon (62-67) got in
touch to share a vivid account he has
written (now posted in the Memories
section of the OP website) of an incident
in 1983 when another OP, Captain Rodney
Pym (60-64), got him out of a tight spot
in Hodeida, Yemen while Jon was sailing
a 50-foot steel ketch from Cyprus to the
Seychelles. Rodney Pym died in 2011
while still serving at sea.
Later Jon updated us about his post-NCP
life. “I emigrated to South Africa only six
months after leaving Pangbourne, and
settled in Durban, worked as a diver and
then as an assistant curator at the Durban
Aquarium. This led me to catching and
training marine mammals, which kept me
busy for seven years. Then I took a twoyear contract with dolphins and sealions
in Israel. In 1980 I went back to sailing
yachts and ended up being one of the early
holders of the MCA ticket for large yachts
below 3,000 grt. I ran sail and motor yachts
all over the world, and spent many happy
years in the Caribbean, the Seychelles and
in Singapore.
“In 2008 I was diagnosed with ALS, and
given two years to live. Doctors are
sometimes wrong it seems, as I am still
alive, though slightly hampered by the
disease! I am now virtually retired. I do
the odd delivery as a relief captain but my
ticket expires in January and I will not be
renewing it - very few yacht owners want a
curmudgeonly and easily irritated 67-yearold ruining their pride and joy! I divide
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my time between SA and France, where I
have a small bergerie in the Alps Maritime.
I am divorced (three times actually), am
on good terms with my ex-wives, have no
offspring, and try to live life to the fullest
extent possible.”
Adam Lowcock (71-76) is a field-oriented
marine geophysical specialist who, to
quote his LinkedIn profile, is excellent
“at keeping things running, whether it’s
day-to-day operations or fault-finding.”
After Pangbourne, Adam gained a BSc.
in Electronics & Oceanography at the
University of Wales, (Bangor) in 1978. He
then worked as a marine engineer and a
systems engineer in the North Sea, West
Africa and elsewhere before moving to
Houston, Texas in 1985. He remained
in the U.S.A. until 1998, acquiring an
MA in Business from Sul Ross University
in Alpine, Texas. Returning to the U.K.,
Adam worked as a geophysical systems
trainer and computer analyst. In 2001 he
branched back into the offshore world
as a field service engineer in the UK and
Norwegian sectors before, in 2009, moving
into property development projects.
John Cooke (72-76) lives in Salcombe,
Devon, where he has been president of
the local Rotary Club since 2015. In 2016
he posted on Facebook that he did a lot of
sailing after Pangbourne in Europe in Lasers
“to an international standard.” He moved to
Salcombe in 1994 and has been involved in
the yachting and chartering business there
ever since. He mentioned “TV work with
boats” and posted that he has “ended up as
a boat builder, racing and building boats.”
Further information would be welcome!
Richard Kendall (75-79) has moved to
Greensboro, North Carolina, USA as CEO of
a large aerospace and aircraft maintenance

Richard
Kendall
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company, HAECO Americas, a subsidiary of
the Hong Kong-based Swire group. He has
been with Swire for 32 years since he left
the Royal Navy, living all over the Asia Pacific
region, particularly Hong Kong. Prior to
joining HAECO Americas, he did four years
as CEO of Hong Kong Aero Engine Services,
Ltd. (HAESL), a joint venture between the
HAECO Group and Rolls Royce. Richard
served five years as a warfare officer in the
RN and has an M.A. in Engineering Science
from Oxford University. He is a Fellow of
the Royal Aeronautical Society, a Fellow of
the Hong Kong Institution of Engineers and
has a private pilot’s license.
Fresh from the critical and popular success
of his specially-commissioned work on the
Pangbourne College illustrated centenary
book, OP Angus Thomas (75-81) went
from success to success in 2016. “It’s been
a busy summer so far,” Angus reported in
mid-July, “on both the work and personal
fronts – the highlights being shooting
Johnny Wilkinson’s performance coach
Dave Aldred at a conference dinner and
completing my first IronMan 70.3 km
triathlon in Staffordshire in 5 hours and 56
minutes!” Angus covered a number of high
profile events during the year, including
conferences in some of the most iconic
locations in the British Isles including the
House of Commons, The Mansion House,
The Natural History Museum, 1 Whitehall,
and The Museum of Scotland.
Richard Stinton (76-81) is an Enterprise
Solutions Architect for the iland EMEA
business working with customers to
optimise cloud technologies. He has over
30 years’ experience in the IT industry,
most recently in the Cloud space with
iland, Microsoft Azure and VMware.
Starting out in Engineering CAD/CAM
and GIS systems with McDonnell Douglas

Kevin Price display,
Banham Zoo

and EDS, he moved to mainstream IT and
Systems/Service Management with HP,
BMC Software and Mercury Interactive,
before joining VMware in its early days.
You can read his blog at http://blog.iland.
com/cloud/author/richard-stinton
Another OP of the same vintage, Paul
Clinch (76-81), lives in Fleet, Hampshire
and runs the Paul Clinch Consultancy,
a learning and development service.
Previously he was an Associate Director at
Savills (L&P) Ltd from 2005-12.
Kevin Price (76-81) attended a number of
book fairs and other events around the
UK during the year promoting his growing
range of children’s books.
Grant Macpherson (79-86), a corporate
lawyer, has been living in the Netherlands
for the last 18 months. Now married, he
has two young girls.
Rory Copinger-Symes (79-83), a Brigadier
in the Royal Marines, has moved from his
role as Military Attaché in Lisbon, Portugal
via a brief stopover in the UK to a threeyear posting in Hawaii. In October, he
wrote: “I am working for the US Pacific
Command as an exchange officer, based
in Hawaii, as the lead on what they
call Security Cooperation. The area we
cover is vast – ‘Hollywood to Bollywood
and polar bears to penguins’ as my
4-star Admiral likes to call it. So Security
Cooperation is focused on US military-tomilitary relationships with the 36 different
nations across this vast area. It varies from
selling them US equipment, training their
military personnel or arranging bilateral/
multilateral exercises.”
Meantime Rory’s youngest brother Tom
Copinger-Symes (82-87), also a Brigadier
and fresh from being the first commanding
officer of the 6,000 strong 1st Intelligence,
Surveillance and Reconnaissance Brigade
of the British Army (created in 2014 as
part of the Army’s 2020 reforms), has been
appointed the Army’s Head of Operations,
based at Army HQ outside Andover. The
third Copinger-Symes brother to attend
the College, James (80-85), also went into
the Army (Parachute Regiment) but has
now retired from the Services.
Steve Edwards (80-87), a career officer
in the Metropolitan Police Force, heads
the large Chiswick police station in west
London. In the summer of 2016 he
messaged residents in the Homefields
district urging them to share their concerns
with the local force – “We need to hear
more from you” – and appealing for more

people to become involved in “ward
panels” and join local neighbourhood
watch schemes.
Thanks to Ian Busby, we re-connected with
James Mackenzie (87-92) during 2016.
Later he gave us a quick history of his last
quarter century: “92-94 – travel and work
in Budapest, Hungary. 94-98 – Business
Studies degree at Anglian Ruskin University.
96-99 – year placement in industry with
Universal Pictures International that turned
into a full time employed position. Finished
degree via correspondence. 99-00 – travel
in Australia. Met my wife to be (Jody) in
Byron Bay in December 99. Started traveling
together in May 00.
In 2000 I moved to Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
to be with Jody while she completed a work
contract. Spent nine months there and then
we moved to London. 01-06 – London, UK.
I went back to working in the film industry
with two small independent companies. We
got married in Port Douglas, in August 2005.
06 – to present - moved to Vancouver, British
Columbia. We made the move for a number
of reasons, but essentially felt that our time
in London had reached a natural end. Jody’s
family had also all moved out here from the
prairies so it was a logical choice.
I started work with Rogers Communications
www.rogers.com in November ’06. Rogers
is a multifaceted telecom, media and sports
entertainment company (a cross between
Vodafone, and Sky Television). I work
for the telecom division of the company
as an Account Executive responsible for
selling telecommunications and cloudbased services into the Public Sector in BC.
More specifically, I principally work in the
municipal space, working with Municipalities
throughout the lower mainland and interior
BC.”
James Morris (90-97) set up a Virtual Old
Pangbournian team through Facebook in
2015 “as a bit of a motivational push for
myself and for any other OPs that still dare
or suffer the erg.” His idea was that a virtual
OP team would take part in the Concept2
challenges that are run throughout the year.
Initially there were quite a few OPs who
were interested in signing up but only a

couple actually did – Robert Hickman (8693) and John Lancaster-Smith (76-81). Now
James says that “he is not sure how many
OPs are regularly logging metres.” But he is
undeterred: “An OP team would be a good
way to connect with other OPs who want to
stay in some form of decent fitness.” If you
are interested in taking part, please let us
know at op@pangbourne.com and we will
pass on the information to James.
George Oliver (94-99), the Atlantic Ocean
rower, has a new berth as Chief Officer of
m.y. Atlante. From 2012-16 he had sailed
on m.y. Harmony. Originally trained as a
quantity surveyor, George switched career
directions in 2010 with a stint selling
upmarket cars in Bath. His latest job involves
cruising in the Mediterranean. m.y. Atlante
is Italian-built and was launched in 2015.
Weighing 950 tons, she has a top speed of
15 knots, a crew of 13 and room for a dozen
guests.
William Pickering (97-03) is now an Account
Manager with ENGIE (formerly GDF Suez),
the French multinational company which
employs 20,000 people in the U.K. and
provides individuals, cities and businesses
with innovative energy solutions. From
2012-16 William worked for Serco, a services
company linked to the public sector. Before
that, he was a trainee pilot officer in the
RAF 2008-12. William graduated from the
University of Wales, Bangor in 2006 with a
BSc Honours in Marine Zoology.

The two sons of Karen Townsend, the
College’s Retail Manager since 2004, both
attended Pangbourne. Alex Townsend
(05-12) studied Podiatric Medicine at the
University of Southampton and in 2016 was
working at Berkshire NHS Foundation Trust
and practising privately in London. James
Townsend (08-15) is at the University of
Birmingham reading Politics and Economics.
Hector Butcher (08-15) attended a
reception for parents and families at the
College on Sunday September 18th, wearing
his Paravicini blazer. He is in his second year
at Oxford Brookes University where he is
studying real estate.
Diana Seidl, an Honorary OP who taught
Art very successfully at the College for 25
years to the late-1990s, has produced a
book Drawing and Painting on the iPad
(available through Amazon Books). Reviews
have been uniformly positive – “very clear
instructions…just right for a beginner like
me…a good easy-to-follow book…very good
structure…excellent book.” Since the book
came out in 2015 the iPad has been updated
so it is slightly out of date now in the fastpaced world of digital painting. But as one
reviewer on Amazon put it: “An excellent
introduction, but (there
are) insights too for the
more proficient.”
Diana Seidl

Adam Lewis (99-01) gave an interview to the
College’s Ensign magazine during the year to
describe how he came to join the Merchant
Navy. Adam met a Cunard representative
at the 200x Careers Fair who told him the
company was offering university cadetships.
He sought and gained one and spent three
years at Southampton Solent University.
He was then posted to the QE2 as his first
ship. After time at sea, he came ashore and
joined a company in London to oversee the
organisation’s officer-training programme
in the Philippines. In April, he was part of a
delegation negotiating seafarers’ minimum
wages at the United Nations in Geneva.

m.y. Atlante
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OPs IN THE NEWS
In August, 2015, Andrew Tesoriere (6468) was appointed Head of the European
Union Border Assistance Mission(EUBAM)
to Moldova and Ukraine. Speaking about his
appointment Ambassador Tesoriere said:
“I am delighted to have been selected for
this position. I very much look forward to
consolidating and strengthening EUBAM’s
close working relationship with our partners
in Moldova and Ukraine, both those in
Government service, but also elected
representatives, the business community
and civil society. I also wish to contribute
positively within the terms of EUBAM’s
mandate to inclusive solutions that enhance
regional cooperation, including economic
prosperity for Transnistria.” Before his
latest appointment, Tesoriere had been
Deputy Head of EUBAM. He is a retired
British diplomat and specialist in security,
trans-boundary, governance and Islamic
issues. Previously he was UK Ambassador
to Albania, Algeria and Latvia, and Chargé
d’Affaires to Afghanistan and Syria. Earlier
in his career he served in the British armed
forces.
At the end of 2015 Lt. Col. Ewen SouthbyTailyour (55-59) was in the news when he
addressed a rally of more than 500 former
Royal Marines outside the Criminal Cases
Review Commission in Birmingham. The
protest had been called in support of
an RM Sergeant given a life sentence in
2013 for the “battlefield execution” of a
Taliban insurgent. Ewen told the crowd,
according to The Times: “No one asks for

Ewen Southby-Tailyour
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any special favours, only justice for Royal
Marine Sergeant Al Blackman, perhaps the
last casualty of the Herrick operation in
Afghanistan.”
Edward Bence (66-70) and his wife Sarah,
daughter Lucy and son Edward celebrated
the 21st anniversary of their purchase
of the Berry Head Hotel, near Brixham in
Devon during 2015. A profile of the family
appeared in the March, 2015 issue of
English Riviera Magazine. The hotel, set
on a headland with spectacular sea views,
was built during the Napoleonic wars as a
military hospital. It became a hotel in 1949
before falling on hard times. By 1994, when
the Bences came calling, it had just six
letting bedrooms and a further six derelict
bedrooms as well as five tin baths used to
collect water from a leaking roof. Half the
first floor was out of action, but it did still
have a bar and restaurant.
Edward – who trained at some of Torquay’s
best hotels – and Sarah, who was a
professional chef, set out to turn the hotel
around. At purchase, there were just eight
members of staff; now there are 65. A
swimming pool and function room have
been added and profits re-invested. Famous
visitors have included John Cleese, Princess
Anne and various well-known politicians.
In 2013 Prince Charles hosted a 4-day
conference at the hotel.
Nigel Vinson (Lord Vinson; 44-48), now
85, made three appearances in the papers

Lord Vinson

during the year. In February, he asked the
government in a parliamentary question
in the House of Lords to consider a ban on
short-selling where the beneficial owner of
the shares has not given their permission.
“I’m a dedicated capitalist – I’m a capitalist
up to my eyeballs,” he said. “But the large
amount of money that’s being made out
of shorting is made up of everybody else’s
bills.” In May, in a letter with many others
to The Daily Telegraph, he urged a Leave
vote in the EU Referendum – “We believe
that Britain’s competitiveness is being
undermined by our membership of a failing
EU.” In August, he wrote to The Times to
criticise the National Trust and its directorgeneral. “Are there no restraints on Dame
Helen Ghosh from trumpeting personal
opinions with which many members may
not agree?”
Actor Tom Read Wilson (98-03) made
a memorable appearance on BBC TV’s
The Voice programme on February 13th
performing Accentuate The Positive, a song
written in 1944. In a striking black ensemble
with flowing dark locks, Tom camped
it up for the audience who responded
enthusiastically. The mostly young judges,
facing the opposite way in their high-backed
seats, failed to get the joke and Tom was out
of the competition. But he looked as though
he had enjoyed himself.
The BBC website stated later: “Far removed
from the rock performance was actor Tom
Read Wilson who used his plummy voice to

Tom Read Wilson, (98-03) on The Voice (C)BBC

sing a very jaunty Accentuate The Positive.
No one ‘turned’ for the 28-year-old but the
coaches suggested the singer had tricked
them because he looked very different from
what he sounded like, with Will thinking
he sounded about 85. Paloma said she
found him ‘very endearing’ but Tom had
to go back to Berkshire.” You can see the
performance on YouTube at https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=WAx0FumhIwI
Opinary, a Berlin-based content interactive
platform for online publishers, announced
at the start of April, 2016 that it had raised
one million euros (about £800,000 then) in
funding. Backers include Global Founders
Capital, Motu Ventures and other
entrepreneurs. Led by Cornelius Frey (0103), co-founder and CEO, Opinary allows
publishers to enrich content and make it
interactive, engage and retain users, and
monetize traffic According to the company
website, users of the tool include Spiegel.
de, WELT Online and Cornerisen. After
Pangbourne, Cornelius gained an MBA
from Harvard and worked for J.P. Morgan
and McKinsey before founding Opinary.
Patrick Derham (73-78) featured in an
article in The New York Times in March
titled “Britain’s Exclusive Schools Try to Be
a Little Less So.” Derham, who came from a
troubled home in Scotland to Pangbourne
aged 14 on a scholarship, ended up winning
the Queen’s Gold Medal in 1978 and going
to Cambridge University. He was quoted
as saying that ever since his schooldays he
had tried to repay the faith shown in his
potential by bringing more students from

disadvantaged backgrounds to some
of the country’s most elite places of
learning. Now Head of Westminster
School, one of the country’s leading
private schools, and formerly Head
of Rugby School and Soilihull School,
Derham told the American newspaper
that “more and more of us are
concerned by polarization in (British)
society. There is no point in producing
people who have only met people like
themselves.”

from poorer backgrounds. However, after
Prime Minister Theresa May threatened
in September to punish private schools
unless they accepted more children from
poorer backgrounds, Patrick retorted
that “we in the independent sector
recognise our responsibilities.” The next
month, in an article in The Telegraph,
he argued that independent schools
should not “be scapegoated for being
the problem” regarding lack of social
mobility and opportunity in the U.K.

In 2003, while still at Rugby, Derham
helped to set up a programme called
the Arnold Foundation which provides
free boarding places for teenagers
recruited
from
disadvantaged
communities. In this context, he
forged links with a London club for
Afro-Caribbean youngsters, called
the Eastside Young Leaders’ Academy,
which had been started by a former
prison officer alarmed at the number
of young black men ending up in
jail. More than 100 pupils have
so far attended Rugby thanks to a
scholarship on the programme.

The chairman of Savile Row Bespoke
Association and the managing director
of Dege & Skinner, William Skinner (8287), made headlines in The Times in April
when he welcomed Kathryn Sargent, the
first woman to open her own tailoring
business on Savile Row. “It’s fitting,”
he said, “that the first woman to be
appointed as a head cutter on Savile Row
is returning to open a shop.” Later in the
year he was back in the papers when
his business sponsored a Congo basin
explorer.

Derham also featured repeatedly in the
press during the year on issues related
to social inequality and the rising cost
of private education. In February, he
warned that middle-class British families
had almost been priced out of fee-paying
schools, with fees rising far faster than
professional salaries. “The type of pupil
at boarding schools is very different now
than it was when I was a boarding pupil…
middle income parents today are a rarity,”
he told The Times. The following month he
was quoted in The Telegraph as saying that
his school (Westminster) was making a
determined effort to recruit more students

William Skinner & Congo explorer

Nautilus Telegraph, the online publication
of NUMAST, the global shipping trade
union, ran a profile in May of Victor
Gibson (56-59). Since the NCP, Victor has
had a varied and challenging career linked
to the sea beginning with a stint in the
Merchant Navy – he gained his master’s
certificate aged 27 – before coming
ashore and going into cargo supervision
as a stevedore superintendent in
Southampton and cargo superintendent
in Barry. In 1976 he moved into the North
Sea offshore oil industry as a seafarer.
Commanding an anchor-handler vessel,
he stayed in the job for ten years before
branching out in 1986 as a freelance
writer on offshore risk and safety issues.
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Mike Brooke

Victor Gibson (56-59)

Eventually he established a successful
multi-employee consultancy business in
Aberdeen called Marex Marine. He retired
from Marex in 2007 and moved to Spain
and now lives near Madrid. Here he has
produced a succession of books about the
offshore supply industry as well as several
novels and plays and two blogs. Victor’s
most recent book A Catalogue of Disasters
was nominated for the 2016 Mountbatten
Literary Award.
Also in May, Entirely Construction website
published an account of a visit to India by
Felix Spender (71-76) as part of a team
from Bristol and Bath that travelled to
India to take part in the Innovate India
conference in Mumbai. The event focused
on ‘Smart Cities’ following the Indian
government’s commitment to build 100
new cities on the sub-continent. Felix,
an expert in conflict management after a
30-year career in the Army, is “set to help
manage conflict during the ambitious
work” according to the website. In his
words: “These are major projects and there
will inevitably be disputes, be it internally
or from stakeholders. (My company’s) role
would be to assist the project teams deal
with conflict quickly and fairly, enabling
work to continue.” For more information,
visit northlightsolutions.com

Felix Spender (71-76; second left)
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In June Colonel Mike Brooke OBE (61-66)
tackled the Blind Veterans UK inaugural
100km challenge over the Yorkshire Dales,
alongside rifleman Paul Jacobs GM, 26,
who was blinded whilst on operations in
Afghanistan and a team of other walkers
entitled ‘Paul’s People’ in an attempt to
help raise £10,000 for the charity. Mike,
68, served in the Royal Marines and the
Royal Engineers. Before the trek he told a
website: “We needed a way to raise money
quickly and efficiently and GoFundMe.com
allowed us to create a platform to organise
the campaign and get the local community
involved.”
Mike’s career in the Marines was cut short
after he contracted a rare eye disease in the
Far East that left him with impaired vision
in his left eye. He transferred to the Army
and retired from the Royal Engineers in
2003 after a combined innings across the
globe of 36 years. He is President of the
Royal Engineers Association (Bomb Disposal
Branch) and was awarded an OBE in the
1991 New Year Honours list. Since leaving
the Forces Mike has completed a double
Atlantic crossing with family members
and friends in 2005/6 raising awareness
and funds for whale and dolphin research.
Later he set up a company delivering and
managing people’s boats. He is a Trustee
of the Blind Veterans UK charity. He and his
wife Pippa also run a B&B in their waterfront
home at Bosham near Chichester.

Hedge fund owner David
Harding (72-78) featured in a
long interview in the Business
section of The Sunday Times
in July - part of a decision to
be “a bit more open” which,
he said, stemmed from his
involvement as a major
financial backer of the losing
Remain campaign in the
European Union referendum
campaign. During the course
of the interview it was
revealed that Harding: Owns
54% of Winton Capital, a
$34 billion computer-driven
hedge fund empire with nine offices and
450 employees; put £3.5 million into the
effort to keep Britain in the EU, second
only to the Labour peer Lord Salisbury;
has personal assets valued at £1.25
billion; and in 2015-16 received £205
million in pay, mostly dividends from
Winton. Over the past ten years he has
paid about £250 million in personal tax.
Described in the profile as having “the
bearing of a professor, but one who
has had some of the ivory tower dust
shaken off him by decades spent working
in the real world,” Harding went to
Cambridge University from Pangbourne
before going into the City aged 20 as
a stockbroker and joining the futures
exchange in 1982. Five years later, with
two computer programmers, he founded
AHL with £15,000, two computers and
algorithms that mimic and improve
investment strategies that have emerged
as winners in the past half century. In
1997 he struck out on his own, setting up
Winton Capital.
Today David Harding is well known as one
of Britain’s most generous philanthropists

David Harding (72-78)

(he helped to finance the David Harding
IT/Communications centre at the College
among many other donations). In his
words: “I like philanthropy, and I have
plenty of money to do it. But I don’t like
the idea that I am some socially useless
entity trying to redeem myself.” He added:
“I came to the realisation (after the Remain
campaign) that I am willing to be a bit more
open, to stand up for myself rather than
just ‘no commenting’ on everything (and)
assuming (that) I am automatically going
to draw negative attention.” He followed
up this interview with a long opinion
piece in The Daily Telegraph in September
in which he argued for the creation of a
global financial investment zone.
Steve Davis (74-81) called in to the
Steve Lamacq’s BBC Radio 6 afternoon
programme on August 18th with this
memory of his time at Pangbourne: “Loving
the show as ever…Talking about fearsome
PE teachers- in the mid 70′s I went to
a school that was essentially a training
school for the Navy. We had an ex-wartime
physical instructor called Tiger Knights.
He was scary just standing still in his PT
gear and looked like an Olympic gymnast
even though he was near retirement age.
He would beckon us lads over to him in
gym and we’d shuffle over and he scream.
‘When I ask you to come over here, you
don’t walk, you don’t run, YOU FLYYYYYY!’
Change of underpants time for an 11-yearold! Needless to say, you only got that
wrong once. He was featured screaming
the same on This is your Life when the
racing driver Mike Hailwood appeared
many years ago. Even though Tiger was off
screen when he screamed, Mike Hailwood
(fearless racer that he was) stood up to
attention and Tiger walked on stage in his
number ones, medals glistening, looked
him up and down and smiled (like a Tiger
about to devour you). Top bloke was Tiger-

Jefferson Hack (85-87)

they don’t make them like that anymore
alas.”
‘A life in the day,’ the long-running feature
at the back of The Sunday Times Magazine
profiled Jefferson Hack (85-87), now 44
and the one-time husband of model Kate
Moss and founder of the magazine Dazed
& Confused (now Dazed). According to
the piece, he lives alone in Old Street in
east London in a Georgian-style house
that he has had modified so the interior is
modern. Hack’s office is a five-minute walk
away. He remarked: “After school, I went
to study journalism at the London College
of Printing and discovered club culture – I
felt right at home.”

Frank. His industry awards over the years
are numerous. He has also served on
the board of many prestigious Canadian
organisations including (as Chairman/
Founder) the non-profit Canadian
Songwriters Hall of Fame and the Ontario
Media Development Corporation. Today,
Davies concludes the website article,
“sounds like a man very comfortable in
his current work role” as he nears 70.
“It (Let Me Be Frank) is a combination
of everything I love and why I got into
the business.” More about Frank Davies
and the songs and people he has been
associated with in Canada over the years
can be read on http://www.letmebefrank.
info/principalbio.html
Quotable opinions on the oil and gas
industry continued to be aired by Malcolm
Graham-Wood (70-75) of Hydrocarbon
Capital in the national press. Commenting
on results from Amec Foster Wheeler in
August, to give one example, Malcolm told
The Times: “The world is very challenging
and capital projects are being delayed or
cancelled so there is only one thing to do:
go for a strategic organisational and cost
review, and snappy.”

Frank Davies (60-64)

FYI Music News, a Canadian website www.
fyimusicnews.ca about contemporary
music, devoted extensive space in March,
2016 to the “illustrious” career in Canada
of Frank Davies (60-64), the leading
“music industry veteran” who received
the Juno Awards 2014 Walt Grealis
Special Achievement award recognising
individuals who have made a significant
impact on the Canadian music industry.
After the NCP Davies immediately
gravitated to the music industry as a French
correspondent to the music industry
magazine Billboard. He later worked for
both EMI Records and Liberty Records in
London, before emigrating to Canada in
1970, marrying a Canadian singer and
actress and founding the independent
record label Daffodil. This became the first
local label to be distributed by a major
outlet in Canada. Subsequently he became
a major contributor to the growth of the
Canadian music industry as a producer,
publisher and personal manager. In the
mid-1980s he founded TMP (The Music
Publisher) and built it into Canada’s largest
and most successful music publisher
before selling the company in 1994 and
leaving it for good in 1999.
Based today in Toronto, Davies heads a
music consultancy firm called Let Me Be

Blaine Harrison (97-03)

Blaine Harrison (97-03) and his band The
Mystery Jets embarked on a European tour
in the autumn starting with a performance
at Always the Sun festival in Guildford in
September, 2016 according to Essential, a
website covering Surrey & SW London. The
Mystery Jets were formed while Blaine,
the lead singer, was at Pangbourne and
performed live to the College at several
rock concerts. Blaine, who is partially
disabled, also performed in ‘Return to the
Forbidden Planet,’ a rock production put
on at the College by Tony Cottrell.
Post-Pangbourne the band, which at first
included Blaine’s father Henry, began to
make a mark in 2003 on Eel Pie Island by
throwing parties called the White Cross
Revival which were promoted by word of
mouth. “These gigs proved a huge success”
according to Essential, and became a
springboard for the band to launch a
tour and start out as a proper band. “We
organized the whole thing and basically
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four years, many involving OPs in both the
Royal and Merchant Navy. The Princess
Royal joined the party for a wreath laying
ceremony in the British military cemetery
in Arkhangelsk. “This was an immaculately
orchestrated visit during which friendships
were forged, most particularly with the
nine young student volunteers who were
with us throughout,” reported Mike.
“Above all, the sheer warmth of our
welcome overwhelmed all of us and will
be our lasting memory.”
Commander Keith Evans (33-37) was
granted the Freedom of the City of London
in November. His son Nick Evans (xx-xx) and
other OPs Richard Shuttleworth (57-62),
Richard Givan (57-60) and Robin Knight
(56-61) were at the Guildhall to witness
the ceremony. Keith, now 97, remains
Mike Matthews in Russia

haven’t stopped since. It has been a very
continual process: making records, going
on tour and then taking time out away
from everything to write more music,”
Blaine told the website. A string of albums
has followed “with regular appearances in
the British charts.”

Mike Matthews with Princess Anne in Russia

At the end of August Capt. Mike Matthews
(54-59), President of the HMS Belfast
Association, travelled to Russia with the
dwindling band of veterans of the Arctic
convoys in World War 11 to mark the
75th anniversary of the first convoy in
response to an invitation from the city
authorities in Arkhangelsk and from
the Polar Convoy Club in St. Petersburg.
Seventy-seven more convoys were sailed
to and from North Russia over the next

Keith Evans (r)

Keith Evans with OPs at Freedom of City of London ceremony
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ceaselessly active, especially in his role as
Chairman of the HMS Hood Association.
Formed in 1975, the Association was
founded by survivors and veterans who
served in Hood, the largest warship ever
commissioned into the Royal Navy. Hood
was sunk in 1941 in the Denmark Strait
by the German battleship Bismarck. Keith
served in the ship 1938-39 immediately
before war broke out. During World War
11 he served in another four Royal Navy
ships, all of which were sunk.
At the start of September surviving crew
members and families of those who served
in Hood gathered on the banks of the river
Clyde to mark the 100th anniversary of
the start of her construction. The event
included a film on the discovery of the
ship’s wreck and the recovery of the
ship’s bell in 2015, and the unveiling of a
plaque to commemorate the anniversary.
In the Glasgow Herald Keith was quoted
as saying: “When I served in Hood she was
the pride of the British Empire and had
been for 20 years (since she was launched
in 1920). She was 22 when she was sunk…
Today’s ceremony had a sadness in a way –
a lot of emotion.”
As his year as Lord Mayor of the City
of London ended in November Lord
Mountevans (Jeffrey Evans; 61-66) could
look back on 12 months of constant travel,
dozens of speeches, and many dinners and
public appearances. According to the City
of London website, by November 2016
Jeffrey had visited 26 countries to drum up
interest in the City and trade with the U.K.
At the end of September, a record 211
organisations based in the City joined
Jeffrey for the “biggest and best City Giving
Day to date.” The Lord Mayor’s Appeal in
2016 focused on two organisations – the
Sea Cadets; and JDRF, a charity devoted to
curing Type 1 diabetes. In support of the
Appeal, Jeffrey and his wife abseiled 94
feet down the clock tower of St Lawrence
Jewry church in mid-October. Afterwards,

Abseiling Lord Mayor

the Lord Mayor said: “I had a tremendous
time…It was great fun, even if I was slightly
too preoccupied to enjoy the view!”
The website also recorded some of the
speeches – 25 were listed but there were
many more including one at Founders’ Day,
2016. Another of the speeches featured in
the Daily Mail in November when judicial
behaviour at a Mansion House “Dinner with
the Queen’s Judges” apparently involved
a hostile reception for the then Lord
Chancellor Michael Gove as he spelled out
his Brexit message. In contrast “the night’s
loudest cheers” were reserved for the Lord
Mayor who stated: “As head of the City of
London Corporation, and ambassador for
all UK financial services, I – we – made our
position clear. For businesses, employees
and our communities, we wanted to
remain in the EU.”
Michael Askwith (59-63), who worked
for the UN Development Programme for
30 years, spent much of 2015-16 jointly
collecting and editing an Evidence Report
for the UN – The UN at 70, and the UK. The
report was launched in a House of Lords
Committee Room in October under the
chairmanship of Lord Hannay, Chairman
of the UN All Party Parliamentary Group
on the UN. One of those present at the
meeting was Louis Bearn (07-12), now
doing an MA in International Relations at
the London School of Economics. As part
of the preparation for the report, Michael
organised three Witness Seminars in
2015/16 on Development Cooperation,
Humanitarian Action, and Peace and
Security. Some 240 people attended
“four days of stimulating presentations,
discussions and sharing of experiences.”
In late-2016 Commodore A.J.C. Morrow
(58-62), the last commander of the Royal
Yacht Britannia joined a campaign started
by The Daily Telegraph to build a successor
vessel. In a letter to the newspaper
published in October, Tony and his two
predecessors (Rear Admiral Sir John

Garnier – father of Headmaster Thomas
Garnier – and Rear Admiral Sir Robert
Woodard) asserted that “the contribution
made by the royal yacht vastly outweighed
her running costs. Given the supportable
statistics that have been reported, the
benefit of (her) ‘sea days’ could exceed
£3 billion over the period 1985-97…It is
very disappointing that these benefits
were not recognised at (the) time” of her
decommissioning.
Britannia was retired by the Blair
government in 1997 despite support for
a replacement from representatives of
the Royal Family. Today the government
claims that a replacement yacht could cost
£120 million. Prime Minister Theresa May
refused to allow ministers to commit to
spending any money on the project but
has invited plans for a privately-funded
successor. About 100 Tory MPs are said by
the paper to be backing the campaign for
a replacement.
OP letter writers in the press in 2016
included Robin Knight (56-61) with
missives to The Daily Telegraph (on snail
mail collections), The Times (on BP and
Jonathan Porritt) and the Financial Times
(on the dress code at Huntercombe Golf
Club). Michael Nicholson (57-61) appeared
even more regularly in The Telegraph,
usually on military related topics such as
the dismantling of the regimental system
and women’s right to serve as combat
troops. Ewen Southby-Tailyour (5559) was another regular. In August, he
informed readers of The Daily Telegraph
that “national honours should recognise
courage (military and civilian, physical
and moral) and good deeds beyond the
call of everyday citizenship. I see no value
in awarding a medal for having won a
(Olympic Games) medal.”
Two OP authors, Ian Dear (49-52) and
Victor Gibson (56-59), had their latest
books nominated for the prestigious
Mountbatten Maritime Award. Sadly,
neither won. Ian’s work, The Tattie Lads,
is reviewed elsewhere in this magazine.
Victor’s, A Catalogue of Disasters, is
his sixth published work and will be
reviewed later. He lives in Madrid, having
married a Spaniard he met on a drama
course according to Guidepost, an English
language publication in Spain. When not
writing books and plays, Victor develops
documentation for international drilling
companies. He joined P&O after the
NCP but has been on our ‘Lost’ list for
many years. The chairman of the awards
committee was another OP, Julian Parker
(55-58).
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Barney Spender (76-81), a sports journalist
for Eurosport in Paris, was in Greece in
October for the premier of his first feature
length documentary film The Road to
Sparta at the Athens Adventure Film
Festival. The film, which played to a packed
audience, tells the story of four runners
as they attempt to run the 246-kilometre
Spartathlon between Athens and Sparta.
“I never thought I would start a new career
after passing 50, especially becoming a filmmaker,’ said Barney who produced the film
and co-directed with his Dublin University
friend Roddy Gibson. “But why not? You
only live once.” Financed largely through
crowd-funding, the film attempts to fuse
sport with art. Barney commissioned six

sonnets from the American poet A.E.
Stallings and a score from the Manchesterbased band Old House Playground. “It’s a
touch more lyrical than the usual sports
documentary,” said Barney who came
across the event during the five years he
lived and worked in Greece. “I suppose it
is a love letter to Greece. It blends history,
poetry and the austerity in Greece today
with the psychology of running a bloody
long way.”
Giles Fuchs (78-83) made headlines in
mid-November in his capacity as CEO of
Office Space in Town. According to a press
release put out by PRNewswire, figures
announced November 14, 2016 by Office
Space in Town forecast 2016 revenue to

grow by nearly 20% year on year to £17.25
million – a trebling of revenue over the
past three years. Meanwhile, according to
The Times City People diary, “the toilets in
its (OSIT’s) offices have been ranked in the
top ten loos globally. He (Giles) is doubtless
feeling flushed with pride.”
The Sunday Telegraph mentioned Peter
Wetherell (66-70) in a property column
about Mayfair towards the end of
November. He was quoted as saying that
the area has just lived through its “golden
decade.” A report by Wetherell during
the year calculated that owners of homes
priced above £5 million contribute £2.3
billion per year to London’s economy and
beyond.

OP REPRESENTATIVES
OVERSEAS
There are 27 OP Reps worldwide based everywhere from
Argentina to the United States yet we are always keen to
recruit more. The list is published annually here in the OP
Magazine and in more detail on the OP Society website www.
oldpangbournian.co.uk
Being an OP Rep is not intended to be onerous. The idea is for
the individual to be on hand so that any OP arriving in his or
her area has at least one person to contact for help in finding
Charles Pettit (Buenos Aires, Argentina)
cpettit@argentinaconsultancy.com
Paddy Evelegh (Perth, Western Australia, Australia)
pevelegh@hotmail.com
Roger Pike (Sydney, New South Wales, Australia)
pikeopnsw@gmail.com
Mark Martin (North Sydney, New South Wales, Australia)
mark.martin@ap.cushwake.com
Geoff Rae (Brisbane, Queensland, Australia)
OPSocQld@optusnet.com.au
Richard (Sam) Strachan (Melbourne, Victoria, Australia)
richard.strachan@bigpond.com
Ron Aldridge (Toronto, Canada) raldridge@bell.net
James Mackenzie (Vancouver, Canada) togetjames@gmail.com
Louis Carrel (Limassol, Cyprus) louiscarrel@btinternet.com
Barney Spender (Paris, France) barneyspender@yahoo.co.uk
Mike Jones (Martina Franca, Puglia, Italy) jfam101@aol.com
Fran Crowther (nee Pearson) (New Zealand)
frazzie99@hotmail.com
Robin Paine (New Zealand) rs.paine@xtra.co.nz or
rs.paine@btinternet.com
Gordon Rees (Saudi Arabia) gordon.rees1@gmail.com
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their way around or for social relaxation. In addition, an OP Rep
may be called on sometimes to act as a focus and organiser of
local OP Reunions.
Should anyone living overseas who is not on this list feel like
becoming a Rep, we would be delighted to hear from them.
Also, it is important that all OP Reps keep us updated with their
contact details. Any changes should be sent to Karen Hartshorn
at the College karen.hartshorn@pangbourne.com
Shaun Maynard (Johannesburg, South Africa)
maynard@intekom.co.za
Cliff Bragg (Port Elizabeth, South Africa) brace@netactive.co.za
Geoff Popple (Cape Town, South Africa) gemp@iafrica.com
Patrick Griﬃth (Palma, Majorca, Spain) Patrick@larkside.com
Mark Haynes (Sri Lanka) Mark.Haynes@international.gc.ca
Tim Goodenough (Lausanne, Switzerland)
tim.goodenough@gmail.com
Michael Keigwin (Uganda) mkeigwin@hotmail.com
Andrew Nzeyi (Kampala, Uganda) andrewnzeyi@gmail.com
Wayne Heyland (USA - New York) wheyland@gmail.com
Jeff Beech-Garwood (St. Paul, Minnesota)
jeffbeechg@gmail.com
Gyles Thornley (Colorado) gthornley@gmail.com
Nick Gillett (Los Angeles, California) mail@nick-g.com
Rory Copinger-Symes (Hawaii) rozzacs@me.com or FORNATLUKBgenPACOMJ4
The one new name on the list in 2016 is James Mackenzie (87-92)
in Vancouver, Canada where he has been living for the past decade.
James works as an account executive for Rogers Communications
and is married with two children. He is the step-son of Ian Busby.
Rory Copinger-Symes has moved from Lisbon to Hawaii.

NEWS FROM
OP LADIES
From Henley Joanna Green
(93-95) writes: “I can’t
quite believe where the
time has gone! In hindsight,
it’s strange to think there
were only four of us girls
at the College when I was
there 20 years ago. It felt
perfectly normal. After
leaving Pangbourne, and
with much time and help
from Peter Politzer, I went
to Brighton to study Stage
& Production Management.
This led to working at the
BBC & ITV for a couple
of years before going
travelling.
When I returned to London
in 2001, I spent the next
12 years working in Events
Caroline Spanton (96-98)
for the executive search
firm Odgers Berndtson. During this time, for the Welsh Rugby Union. “It’s fantastic
I married my husband, a scientist at Kew to work for the national sport, and a sport
Garden, and in 2011 we had our first of which everyone has an opinion on. It’s
daughter. A few moments before the also a very exciting time to be leading a
birth of our second daughter in 2013, we women’s team sport into a new era of
finished building our home to live back with professionalism and growth.”
my parents on our rose farm, just outside
Henley. I now work in the family business Jess Payne (97-02) is now a junior doctor at
making jams and marmalades. Any spare St. George’s Hospital, Tooting in southwest
time is spent competing in Obstacle London. She is featuring in Series 12 of
Course Races and playing the saxophone the Channel 4 programmes featuring life
with various bands. My husband continues in a busy A&E department http://www.
to work for Kew Gardens and my parents, channel4.com/programmes/24-hours-in-ae
well, they love having us all around.”
The College’s ‘A’ Level Psychology students
Caroline Spanton (96-98) opted to spend a benefitted from the expertise of forensic
year in Australia whilst figuring out what she psychologist and OP Dr. Hannah Stone
wanted to do after Pangbourne – and had (98-03) for a week when she visited the
a fantastic experience including working in College in November,
Hannah
had
a rural school. On returning to the UK, she 2015.
enrolled on a Sports Development Degree been working at a
rehabilitation
at the University Wales Institute Cardiff locked
(UWIC) and has been working in the Sports unit in London where
Development sector ever since – now for she
specialised
in
over 15 years. Her roles since university Psychopathy. Previously
have included working for Sport Wales as she held a position at
a Regional Officer, Sports Development Broadmoor
Hospital.
Manager for Rhondda Cynon Taff County Hannah graduated from
Borough Council for five years, a Board Sheffield University and
Director for Welsh Rowing (she gained a did an MA in Health
Welsh Cap at the Home Countries regatta) Psychology from City of
and a seat on the British Rowing Board.
London University.
Subsequently Caroline has been Head of
Sport for Hockey Wales and is currently
Head of Women’s Rugby in Wales working

Holly Lewis (01-06)
married Rupert Merritt
(95-01) on a beautiful

sunny day in August, 2016. The Best
Man was Holly’s brother James Lewis
(96-01), who works at EcoGen Recycling
with another wedding attendee William
Nicholls (98-01).
Holly is Head of
Membership at the Marlow Club and Rupert
is Director of Spot Event Productions. We
learned the news initially through Lizzie
Judd (04-06), a solicitor friend of Holly’s
and her Maid of Honour. Lots of other OPs
attended the wedding including Davina
Cavallaro (04-06), Natalie Brenner (01-06,
also recently married), Richard Hurman
(93-00), Robert McAllister (97-01), Simon
McAleenan (96-01 of Winton Capital
Management, the hedge fund owned by
OP David Harding), Giles Maund (96-01),
Christopher Thumwood (99-06; a poet
and author), Ken Masuno (97-01), Mark
Metcalfe (96-01), Tim Hamilton (96-01),
Andy Michael (97-02) and Damian Stubbs
(96-01).
Holly later filled in some detail: “I work at
The Marlow Club is a Health and Fitness
Club in Marlow. It’s a family business that
my Dad started 15 years ago. I started
working here part time 10 years ago
on the bar whilst I was studying for a
foundation Art BTEC prior to going to uni.
Before I completed the BTEC I had been
promoted to a part time sales assistant
(selling membership) and quickly realised
the sales was the way forward for me. So I
turned down a spot to study Fine Art and
committed to Full Time Sales Assistant
nine years ago.
Since then I have gained experience,
and been promoted to Sales Manager,
then Membership Manager (Head of
Dr. Hanna Stone
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phenomenal! The mining
industry often comes
under scrutiny, but what
I saw and experienced is
an evolving industry that
is aware of its impact
on the planet and is
changing and improving
to meet both economic
and ecological needs. I
feel confident that I’ve
chosen the correct career
path and I’ve returned to
my studies enthused and
determined.”
At the end of 2015
seven OPs returned to
the College with Mrs.
Ajoke Braithwaite and
her second daughter
Funke to plant some
purple-flowering plants,
bulbs and a lilac tree in
the St. George garden
in memory of Temi
Braithwaite (08-14) who
died from meningitis at
the end of her first term
at university. Purple was
Temi’s favourite colour.

The group included Courtney Johnson,
Isabel Metcalfe, Kara Sykes, Courtney
Burton, Beth Girdler-Maslen and Daisy
Anstice as well as Jamie Miller.
Ruth Barham (09-14) attended the OP
Weekend and March Past. She wrote
afterwards: “I am currently in my second
year at the University of Exeter, reading
Medical Sciences. I’m getting involved in
running societies as well as volunteering
with the university nightline and writing
for the campus newspaper, Exepose.
I’m keeping in contact with Pangbourne
through various OP events, parades
and my younger brother Sam who is in
Harbinger.”

Caroline Spanton (96-98)

Membership) meaning I am in charge of
all of our members from the beginning
to the end of their memberships with us
from initial enquiry all the way through
to cancellation. I am also now consulting
at another Club in Staines as a Sales/
Membership Manager teaching them how
to join, care for and keep the members
happy as well. I love it!”

Braithwaite memorial planting

Ruth Barham (09-14)

Megan Gidden (08-15) was joint CCCC and
Captain of Equestrian Team in her final year.
After Pangbourne she moved to Brighton
University to read for a BSc Hons in Geology.
University life, she writes, is “very different
to Pangbourne; however, it has become
just as enjoyable. I still feel connected to
Pangbourne through the OP Society and
I’m looking forward to attending some of
the events planned in the Centenary year –
especially the World Record attempt for the
longest non-stop horse ride and, of course,
the Centenary Ball.”

DECADE
REPRESENTATIVES

Steve Davis

In the summer of 2016 Megan secured an
internship with Glencore, an international
commodity trading and mining company.
“I spent twelve weeks with Glencore Coal
Assets, Australia, working in two open cut
coal operations. The first was in the Central
Highlands of Queensland, the second in the
Hunter Valley region of New South Wales.
The experience can only be described as

Courtney Edenborough
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1970S

stephenpauldavis@goooglemail.com

The following OPs, each representing a
decade of leavers, facilitate OP reunions
and other OP social events. We need
another representative for the 1990s.
Should you wish to suggest an event, or to
take part in one, contact:

1980S

1930S

1990S

Tel: 01428 642122
1940S

wdonaldson@tri.co.uk

c.edenborough@btconnect.com
1950S

Lucy.HamblinRooke@pangcoll.co.uk

adrian.stow@btinternet.com
1960S

paullawrence1@live.co.uk

David.Nicholson@pgs.com

lawrence.howard@hotmail.co.uk

Keith Evans

Adrian Stow

David Nicholson

Charlie Parry

charlie@ward-thomas.co.uk
1980S

William Skinner

william.skinner@dege-skinner.co.uk
William Donaldson

2000S

Lucy Hamblin-Rooke

2000S

Paul Lawrence

2010S

Larry Howard

PROFILE: POWER TO THE PEOPLE
Chris Weston (77-82), a former CCCC of the
College, is Chief Executive of Aggreko plc. In
October, 2016 he sat down for an interview
with Michael Smith (60-65).
Go to the Glastonbury Festival, a Formula
One grand prix race, the Rugby World
Cup, a Red Bull air race, the Olympics or
the Commonwealth Games, and you are
unlikely to give a second thought to who
supplies the on-site power generators
and coolers. Yet without them the events
couldn’t happen.
That company is Aggreko, the world’s
leading supplier of temporary energy.
Its Chief Executive is Chris Weston, the
former boss of British Gas, who is believed
to be the first OP to head a FTSE 250
company. It’s a job he loves, he said as
we talked in Aggreko’s London office. The
Glasgow-based company employs 7,300
people worldwide and operates in some
100 countries. It supplies multiples of
one megawat generators to events, from
weddings to sports, and to whole countries
from sub-Saharan Africa to Venzuela and
Yemen.
Chris joined the College in the Peter Points
era in 1977 and was Chief of the College
for two terms in 1982, having served as
Chief Cadet Captain of Hesperus Division.
He admits he was not academic at
Pangbourne. His greatest love was sports:
captain of hockey; winning the 100 per
cent race; squash and swimming.
He went into industry by accident. Leaving
Pangbourne he joined the Royal Artillery
in the footsteps of his father, rising to the
rank of Captain. But a serious knee injury
led to his medical discharge in 1989. He
then studied at Imperial College (then
part of the University of London), gaining
his MBA and PhD in an obscure branch of
mathematics.
Post-university he had spells with the
telecoms companies Cable & Wireless and
the Australian-based Onetel, running its
European arm where he saw its customers
grow from 10,000 to over a million in
two years. He sold its British arm to
Centrica, the parent company of British
Gas. This took him to Centrica in 2002.
He rose through Centrica to lead its North
American supply arm and became the boss
of British Gas in 2013.

At British Gas there were wildly innaccurate
personal attacks on his pay, including a
front page article in the Daily Mirror. “I
wish they were true,” he comments wryly.
Public mistrust of the business world over
pay ratios “is out of proportion and is
blown up to some extent by the media,”
he reckons.

So how does he set the tone at the top and
define his ethical leadership of such a large,
far-flung company? “It’s a fundamental
issue,” he says. “We train our people about
the problems of fraud and bribes. That is
a message they have to hear from me.”
Everyone in the company goes through
ethics training every two years.”

His salary at Aggreko, he says, is nothing
like the reported £5.5 million a year
average for FTSE 100 board members.
But it has enabled him to send his two
daughters and two sons to private schools
(though not to Pangbourne) from their
home near Sevenoaks in Kent.

No employee is sanctioned to give
‘facilitation payments’—to most people
equivalent to bribes—to customs officers
or to secure a contract. Not even £10, he
says. “If you do it once, what happens
next?” he asks. “In Aggreko we have a
reputation for being unapproachable.
How I behave, day to day, how I expect
people to behave is fundamental for the
company. Integrity in business is absolutely
essential.”

Was he disappointed he didn’t get the
top job at Centrica? Chris deftly side-steps
the question to say he was “extremely
excited” to be head-hunted in 2014 to lead
Aggrekko. The markets may have been
dubious of his new role, as an unknown
face, and the company’s share price took
a dip. But, despite a fluctuating share
value, Aggreko is doing well with profits in
2015 of £270 million on revenues of £1.56
billion.
On the thorny issue of corporate
governance, he asserts that “the
governance of British companies is the
best in the world.” Scandals such as the
demise of BHS are the exception. Worker
representatives on company boards, as
Theresa May has proposed, may work in
some circumstances but is of “questionable
benefit” for Aggreko operating in 100
countries with only 700 employees in
the UK. Brexit, he says, will hardly affect
Aggreko, with 90 per cent of its business
outside Europe.

Looking back, he credits Pangbourne for
encouraging leadership. “The College did
teach me about leadership, it did teach me
to rely on myself and to be independent,”
he says. “The way it brings you up with
integrity and decency and a sense of
responsibility are things that Pangbourne
helped to develop in me.”
Today he defines leadership in business as
giving direction and creating teams that
have the confidence to deliver. He quotes
Lao Tzu, the Chinese philosopher: “As for
the best leaders, the people barely notice
their existence. When the best leaders’
work is done, the people say, ‘We did it
ourselves’.”
Michael Smith is author of ‘Great
Company: trust, integrity and leadership
in the global economy’]
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FLYING OPs
Unfortunately,
the
Strategic Defence and
Security Review (SDSR)
in my Upper Sixth year
(2010-11) put paid to my
plans when the Harrier
and Nimrod aircraft were
withdrawn from military
service. Ever since I’ve
found that using the
acronym SDSR with
many OPs usually extorts
the same discontented
response.
Larry Howard at the controls

Numerous OPs are now ﬂying around
the world, many of them in the cockpit.
LARRY HOWARD (05-11), formerly CCCC,
is one of them. Currently a pilot making
his way with British Airways, he explains
the attraction.
“Pangbourne? Isn’t that the navy school
on the hill in Berkshire?” “Kind of. I think
the line today is that it is a school with a
strong nautical heritage.” “So what are
you are doing here then?”
My Captain was referring to the fact
that I’m standing in a briefing room at
Heathrow Airport, about to fly an aircraft
to New York rather than get there at sea
level.
That got me thinking. Why do so many
Pangbournians today choose to pursue
non-nautical or indeed, non-military
career paths?
A shrinking military is perhaps one
reason. From an early age, it had been
my intention to join either the Fleet Air
Arm or the Royal Air Force. And at the
College, like many Pangbournians, my
focus was mostly on the lower end of the
school grounds – Design Technology, CCF,
Geography, Business Studies, rugby and
rowing – rather than the more hardcore
academic subjects confined to Study
Block.

Yet my dream to be a pilot
remained intact. Indeed,
it had been my life goal for as long as I
could remember. At this point Pangbourne
really helped by allowing me time off school
(never a bad thing for a Sixth form student;
we were no longer called cadets when I was
there) to utilise taxpayers’ money to learn to
fly with both the RAF and the Navy. I thank
you all at the College for giving me that
opportunity.
As someone who has never worked 9-5 in an
office, I am in no position to vouch for that
kind of lifestyle. But it wasn’t for me. Instead,
with the door to military aviation firmly
closed. I had to find a new way of passing
the time after Pangbourne. Southampton
Solent University reading Watersports
Technology, at a mere 180 UCAS points and
lots of boat-type things, seemed like a great
way of spending three years... Nope, I chose
a different direction – off to Oxford Aviation
Academy to train to be a Commercial Airline
Pilot.
Eventually, after six months in America and
time back at Oxford, I qualified and was
offered a place with Ryanair. I then spent
two years based all over Europe before
joining British Airways in May, 2016 and
achieving my goal, at the age of 23, of flying
the Boeing 747-400 as a First Officer for BA.
While trying to piece this article together, I
have come across OPs in every corner of the
aviation sector: from the Chief Pilot at the

London Air Ambulance, to Senior Training
Captains in British Airways and Easy Jet,
Cabin Crew in most UK airlines as well as Air
Traffic Controllers and Operations Officers.
The best explanation I can come up with for
a reason as to why a load of OPs turn their
hand to aviation, specifically being a pilot
(because that’s the bit I know best), is that
perhaps it is because no two days at work
are the same.
There are other attractions. One doesn’t
have to be a genius (although three times
tables are important!). Being able to think
on one’s feet helps - a very Pangbournian
skill.
Then there is the technical stuff which
appeals to some. It helps, for example,
to have a practical understanding of how
different colours can affect your day –
keeping the blue bit at the top and the green
hard bit at the bottom, staying away from
the pink bits on the weather radar (top tip
there - it usually means turbulence and a lot
of paperwork). If the little magenta diamond
of the Localiser (the left and right bit of
guidance to the runway) starts wandering,
as well drilled Pangbournians we turn to
catch it and bring it back to where it should
be – in the middle, so when we pop out of
the murky white cloudy stuff we see lots of
pretty runway lights in front of us.
The result is that the OP path into aviation
is well trodden. Yes, the commercial airline
word is filled with nights out of bed, missed
events at home and different time zones.
On the other hand, there aren’t many
industries where the company gives one a
multi-million pound piece of kit and says
“Take this to Cape Town, bring it back in a
couple of days, don’t bend it.”
Soon after we’re off across the globe, with
a group of total strangers on Day One. By
the time we land back into London on Day
Five, suntanned, with a suitcase of wine, we
could have known each other for years. It
really is a fantastic industry and lifestyle. I
can’t imagine doing anything else.

In the past 20 years many other OPs have flown commercially for living. They include:
Nigel Sawrey-Cookson (63-67), Roderick Line (72-75), Paul Cheesbrough (77-83), Andy Wells (79-86), Andrew Campbell (80-83),
Andy Morrell (80-85), Greg Kerr (81-86), Graham Dawkins (82-87), Andy Hoar (83-90), Byron Gay (84-89), Neil Collins (85-90),
Ollie Pengelly (88-95) and Yas Hunter (94-96).
Any OP interested in a career in Civil Aviation may contact lawrence.howard@hotmail.co.uk.
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A LONG LUNCH – WITH
BUSBY & McBROOM
The last time Barney Spender (76-81)
lunched with Ian Busby was in Paris in
2010. That meeting witnessed a dramatic
diminution of the French wine lake.
No surprise then, that the Swan Inn in
Pangbourne struggled to keep step when
Barney met up with Buzzers once again,
this time with Jim McBroom in support.
What a pair! After all those years of
trying to keep us in step (so to speak), to
walk the narrow path of righteousness,
Buzzers and Jim turn out to be quite as
human as the rest of us. Pints, a glass of
wine, salty tales of Ward Room scandal
(off the record), another glass of wine …
“Pangbourne became our home,’ says the
ever-ebullient Ian Busby whose lustrous
locks and shaggy beard seem no thinner
now than on the day he first arrived at the
College back in 1972. “Yes it was our work
but it was more than that. It is where we
made our friends and our social life and
our family life. The College became the
sun around which we gravitated.”
Kevin Price (76-81) was a member of Port
Jackson and a tearaway fast bowler in the
1st XI in the early 1980s so he saw more
of Jim, aka Sweepy, than most. He tells
a good tale that perhaps illustrates the
way these two operated. “Jim used to tell
me: ‘Don’t smoke. But if you do, don’t get
caught.’ Whereas dear old Buzzers turned
a blind eye. Caught me with a pocketful
of Marlboros on a French trip but gave
them back as he was actually looking for
firecrackers.”

Ian Busby

Jim McBroom

Devitt House; squeeze your eyes closed
long enough and you will still hear his
voice booming across the Parade Ground.

These are the things that, as cadets,
we knew. What we didn’t know was
what went on behind the Ward Room
curtain – the rock ‘n roll lives of the
staff. Much went on that cadets (pupils)
never knew about. Much of it seems to
have centred on sport and alcohol. “The
Nightowls cricket matches were always
fun,” says Jim. “The Stage XI would turn
up with people like William Franklin
and Bill Frindall. And Captain Scott ’s XI

Jim arrived the same year. A Birmingham
boy who grew up watching Eric Holllies
twirling his leggies at Edgbaston, he took
up post in the Geography Department,
lodged in Port Jackson – he was the first
housemaster of the new division – and
presided over the 1st XI cricket team.

To be fair to “dear old Buzzers,” he wasn’t
averse to handing out the punishment if
he felt it was in order. He had joined the
College thanks in large part to Richard
Norris, his old cadre from Millfield. “I was
due to move to a school in Solihull,” he
explains. “Out of the blue I got a call from
this fellow Peter Points. Norris had given
him my number. He rather sidetracked
me and before I knew it, I was heading to
Pangbourne. Best decision I made. More
wine?”
He went on to skipper the French
department, coach various hockey and
cricket teams, sing in the Choral Society
and become Housemaster of both
Macquarie and Illawarra. He lived a life
of love and loss within a stone’s throw of

Busby & Spender in Paris 2010
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Teaching staff in 1986 - Busby & McBroom centre second row

were always entertaining …although
they always finished second. Then there
was the annual Boxing Day hockey
tournament.”
“I organised the trophy!” hollers Buzzers
mid-sip. “It was a lavatory seat. I added
some sticks and a ball and inscribed
a motto ‘Ars Gratia Arsis’ And when I
eventually captained a winning team
after many years,” pounces Jim, “I was
able to announce that I had got to the
bottom of it.” Cue ribald, fourth form
laughter in The Swan.
As cadets, I think we had a fair inkling that
the staff did have social lives. Hesperus
housemaster Richard Norris certainly
had an extensive wine cellar, much of
it home-made, some of it liberated on
the occasional creep. Buzzers was often
around and, given his passion for all
things French, it is hardly surprising that
he founded a Wine Society which is still
going strong.
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He and Jim were also members of the
Monday Club. Not to be confused with
the right-wing of the Conservative party,
this club’s modus operandi was to go to
a local pub on a Monday night, usually
meeting with teachers from Bradfield.
“It was great fun,” says Jim. “Because
of the timetable we had to change it
to a Wednesday. But it was still the
Monday Club.” Obviously. Fortunately,
there weren’t too many clashes with
the Norris-inspired Wednesday Waiters
singing group. Booze also played a part
in Bottling Sundays. Just in case you ever
wondered what the staff got up to after
Sunday parade, it involved hogsheads,
tippling and laughter.

Both are quick to point out the invaluable
roles played by their wives in College life,
especially when they were housemasters.
“I couldn’t have done it without Karen,”
says Jim. “She made PJ a home for the
boys in a way that I couldn’t.” Liz Busby,
tragically killed in a car crash in 1993,
performed a similar role in Macquarie
and Illawarra.

And then there were the numerous
theatricals; McBroom reviving his Scottish
heritage with dodgy kilt and nobly knees
as Dr Livesey in Treasure Island, Buzzers
playing it down as “a rather pompous”
Squire Trelawney.

Today, both men remain a presence
around the College, especially around
sport and music. They are certainly be
remembered fondly by those who came
under their charge – and also by various
Berkshire publicans who have benefitted
from their patronage for over 40 years.

Buzzers retired in 1995, promptly
dropping his presentation decanter
before the end of his farewell dinner. Jim,
who as president of the Ward Room had
presented said decanter, stepped away
himself five years later, careful to hold on
to his.

PROFILE: A FINE WINE DETECTIVE
For the past two years Philip Moulin (8489) has led a team at the wine merchants
Berry Bros & Rudd that combats wine
fraud. Here he explains to Robin Knight
(56-61) what the job entails.

priced at £2,000, has increased
steadily in value until, 16 years later
and entering its prime “drinking
window,” it is worth more than
£10,000.

Ian Busby set many careers on their diverse
paths during his time at the College. In
1972 he volunteered to initiate an Upper
6th “Minority Studies” group into the
mysteries of the wine world. “There
was a spontaneous Pavlovian salivatory
response,” he recalls. “That’s really where
it all started.” Before long pupils were
being introduced to the wines of Bordeaux,
Burgundy and the Loire – and a couple of
tastings a term.

Wine fraud takes a number of forms.
Falsifying labels. Misleading buyers
over authenticity or provenance.
Using poor wine to refill genuine
old fine wine bottles. Most of the
detection work is quality-led –
checking the quality and bottle fills
and labelling of bottles going into
storage at the BB&R warehouse
in Basingstoke. Detection under a
microscope can zero in on misprints,
Philip Moulin
incorrect dates and the absence of
secret chateaux marks on labels. The age From the College Philip went to
of glass used in a bottle can be checked. Portsmouth University where he got a
In extreme cases a bottle may be tested degree in Russian. After a year living in
to see how radioactive it is, so giving a Russia he returned to the UK and joined
Majestic Wine’s graduate management
definite bottling date.
programme, eventually passing all his
Philip now leads a team of six at BB&R. He major wine exams. “It was fantastic fun.
came to this role having been a fine wine I looked at my friends doing their ‘proper
buyer. “I was head-hunted by Berry Bros jobs’ and decided I was far happier than
& Rudd in 1997 and have been here ever them selling wine.”
since,” he says. “I did my time in sales –
brokering lovely old cellars to the Japanese For Philip, this enduring link between
– and then moved into buying for a few wine and job satisfaction has obvious
years. My time spent rifling through cellars Pangbourne roots. “I remember getting a
meant that I had more clue than many massive bollocking from Ian Busby when
a bottle I had provided for the society
about old and rare wine labels.”
(from my father’s rack) mysteriously
Two years ago, Philip became an Accredited evaporated by the time of the night of the
Counter Fraud Specialist. Today he is one tasting. I blamed a faulty cork! Belonging
of the UK’s leading specialists in the area to the group definitely led to a lifetime’s
and, almost certainly, the only OP ever to fascination with wine. By the time I left
be named (incorrectly, as it happens) in a university in 1994 I had spent all my
Times leader (‘In Vino Falsitas: the more student loans laying down my own cellar,
you spend, the more careful you should much to the consternation of my bank
be’; September 24th, 2016). “Few products manager.”
lend themselves as easily to deception as
wine, especially after knocking back the It has to be money well invested. Today
first couple of bottles. Even so, the rankest Philip has an enviable career – “Nice work
amateur deserves to know what he or she if you can get it, grape-lovers might say”
is drinking. Merci, Monsieur Moulin.”
reckoned The Times editorial. Too true!

Curriculum changes killed off the group in
the late-1970s but in 1981 a proper Wine
Society was formed with Ian as Staff Chair.
“Staff and parents were always supportive
and we were able to bring visiting speakers
in from the wine business and to organise
some outside visits – including to Berry
Bros & Rudd’s (BB&R) headquarters and
the company’s amazing Saturday wine
tastings where the boys would meet real
experts.” Among the tasters was one Philip
Moulin. Today he is the first-ever Quality
and Authentication Manager at BB&R – a
business with a 300-year pedigree.
Philip’s appointment in 2015 reflected,
he believes, a growing threat to BB&R’s
reputation posed by increasing fraud in the
upmarket fine wine investment market. In
his words: “It was something the trade
was aware of for many years but somehow
had managed to bury its collective head
in the sand about.” The emergence of
acquisitive, cash-rich demand for high-end
wines in China and the Far East during the
past decade changed the equation.
An article in The Times at the end of
September, 2016 spelled out the extent of
contemporary wine fraud. “I don’t think
we’ve even really begun to see the full
extent of counterfeiting. It’s scary,” Philip
told the paper. A rare bottle today is far
easier to fake than a bank note “with the
added advantage that people are often
unfamiliar with how it (a bottle) should
look.” Moreover, increases in wine values
makes faking a tempting proposition.
Industry statistics show that a jeroboam
(equivalent to six bottles) of 2000 Chateau
Mouton Rothschild Pauillac, initially
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MEMORIES
The OP Society website has a section
called Memories. On it, OPs share events
and people from their time at the College.
In 2016 there was a bumper crop with
reminiscences ranging from life at the NCP
in the early 1960s, to the development
of music at the College, the contributions
of teachers such as Philip Davey, Bones
Mertcalfe and David Ray, and the
death of an OP serving in the
RAF during World War 11.
Here we reproduce two
topics – one about a vinyl
LP produced in 1977, the
other about Pangbourne’s
ﬁrst computer.
Mike Matthews (75-80)
and others recalled possibly
the first and probably the last
vinyl LP record produced by the
College. The recording (on a hot Sunday
afternoon) was the result of a combined
initiative by Peter Points’s first Director of
Music Ralph Allwood (1973-78) and the
full-time Royal Marine Bandmaster Jack
Clark (1976-82). The recording took place
at Dorchester Abbey and the tenor was
an OP Christopher Gillett (71-75), later to
become a well-known opera singer.
Some 25 Trebles, eight Altos, eight Tenors,
15 Basses and a Brass Ensemble (Trumpets,
Cornets, Horns, Euphoniums, Trombones
and Tubas) of 14 took part including Angus
Thomas, Anthony Clifford, Martin Politizer,
Mike Matthews, David Willoughby,
Andrew Mackay, Joanna Coney, Jill Atkins,
Richard Kendall, Jamie Lonsdale, Adam
Cox, Christopher Reed, Paul Masters, Ian
Busby, James Thornycroft, William Capjon,
Tyler Butterworth and Clive Wood.
Side One of the record includes Ave Verum
by Edward Elgar and Zadok the Priest by
Handel. Side Two includes Psalm 126 to
a setting by Garrett and Te Lucis Ante
Terminum to a setting by Thomas Tallis.
In the words of Mike Matthews: “I can
remember making the recording quite
well – the sound engineer with his huge
reel-to-reel recording machine; the mics
everywhere. I can’t remember the name
of the organist, but he took several takes at
getting Zadok good enough, he would do
the long intro, and just as the choir started
to sing, he would cock up the last very
complicated bit, and swear words came
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through the monitors, and after a few more
goes, even Ralph was bothered somewhat
by that – just mild steam from his ears, etc,
and not too much shaking! Yes, Ralph did
a lot of shaking when mad now that I think
of it. And an excellent choice of Head of
Music.
My LP survived a terrible house fire
on 20th Dec 1977, during which
it was dumped out of the
bedroom window by the
Army, as the (fire-fighting)
regulars were out on
strike.
The case kept
most of the LPs intact,
but the outside ones
were warped. This one
survived luckily.”
“I remember that I planned the
LP because we had reached a time
when we could be very proud not only of
the enthusiasm which had become directed
at Pangbourne’s music, but also the musical
standard everyone was achieving. That
was mainly from the Chapel Choir, but
also from the Brass Ensemble, led by the
great, late lamented Jack Clark. We didn’t
have a chapel in those days, and there was
nowhere with the appropriate resonance
to sing, apart from the squash courts. I do
remember once practising with the choir
in the squash courts, so that they could
experience a really good acoustic! But
Dorchester Abbey is acoustically superb, so
we decided to use that for our recording.
As well as the big choir of enthusiasts, we
also had one or two really expert singers,
so we used a small choir as well. I don’t
remember the bit about the organist,
Stephen Westrop… He is a very fine
musician, and for many years was chorus
master of the London Symphony Orchestra
Chorus. He is now organist of Kingston
parish church.
“I have many memories of Pangbourne,
particularly of my first few months at the
College, so if anyone would like me to tell
them those, I should be delighted to do so. I
went to see Jack Clark about a week before
he died last year (2015). It was very moving
for me, because I was able to tell him that
he helped me in a very big way in my task of
building up the music at Pangbourne, and
I thanked him for it. He still treasured the
letter I wrote to thank him when I left (in

1978). He was very weak indeed, and was
only able to murmur. But as I was about to
leave, he suddenly sat up in bed, and said
with his old vivacity and strength, ‘Thank
you Ralph, and God bless!’”
Peter Points added “My own memory
is a hazy recollection of Down Your Way
(BBC radio) famous for Brian Johnston,
long before “leg over”. Once, but I
cannot remember when, it paid a visit to
Pangbourne. The first item was me waffling
about why Nautical in Berkshire. The victim
being interviewed got a choice of record
to be broadcast. Knowing this, I had ready
my copy of the record and was careful to
get the sound man’s assurance that the
BBC could use it. Now, of course, I cannot
remember which item I chose from the
Choir but I suppose we can say that it was
the first (and only?) vinyl of College music
broadcast nationally!”
Ian Busby continued: “This thread sent
me searching through my now painfully
shrunken LP collection - nothing emerged! I
remember the LP cover and I’m sure I would
have bought a copy and I well remember
the occasion and the setting. Reading those
names above was an experience now,
almost 40 years on - just five adults singing
amongst a plethora of boys’ voices under
Ralph’s baton, combining with the amazing
Jack Clark’s Brass Ensemble, comprising, I
think, an amalgam of boys and some Music
staff.
All in all, I remember the sense of excited
anticipation combined with the inevitable
nervous tension as we took in what it we
were being asked to do by our sparky,
enthusiastic and inspiring young Director of
Music. I, like Ralph, don’t have any special
memory of any problems for Stephen
Westrop in Zadok; he was a very good
organist. I do remember the huge sense
of achievement after we had finished
the session and, for the boys, a feeling
of relief that, having sung in Chapel that
morning, having paraded too, with the
very long afternoon recording session now
concluded, they would at last have time to
themselves.
As a general reflection, I think, for we
adults, it marked a further transitional stage
in Ralph’s astonishing musical revolution in
the College in just four years.”

Pangbourne’s
ﬁrst
computer
was
purchased in 1976 for £2,000 when a
second-hand terminal and processor was
bought from Shiplake College. By 1983,
80 boys were taking exams in Computer
Studies at varying levels and a College
network had been established despite a
shortage of properly-qualiﬁed teachers.
Richard Stinton (76-81) was there. He was
in a class taught by Lt. Cdr Ian Pearson
and was part of the first-year group to
do ‘O’ level computing IIRC. He recalled:
“Pangbourne’s first computer, circa 1977,
was a DEC PDP8E. It lived in the MIR with
a teletype and paper tape (not disks in
those days). It was followed by a Research
Machines 380Z which could also be used
to watch Top of the Pops as the monitor
was a black-and-white telly. Oh what fun
we had!”

Steve Davis (74-81) added: “I remember
both those so-called computers. Like
Richard Stinton, I was in the first year to
sit the ‘O’ level in Computer Studies. I got
a U (unclassified). Quite proud of that now
as I’ve been in the software biz for eons.”
Mike Matthews (75-80) chipped in with
another contribution: “I attach an image
of my first calculator – a Casio FX 2200 –
and it still works. It’s the only one I’ve ever
had!” Mike now runs an IT company in
Barnstable, north Devon
having failed to
take
Computer
Studies ‘O’ levels
at
Pangbourne
instead opting for
German, which he
failed. He says that
“by harnessing the
power of a simple
computer plus a
pair of scissors,
anarchy started in
the 1979 summer
term.”
Chris Platt (71-75), recalled “being sat
in a Maths class circa 1972-73 with our
slide rules and Bobby Aitken brought in a
calculator.” According to John Cooke (7276), “We were the first people to use a
calculator in an exam – Navigation. It was
a Sinclair with its red LEDs!”

BOOK REVIEWS
PANGBOURNE COLLEGE: SPIRIT IN
CHANGING TIMES
by ROBIN KNIGHT

(ISBN 978-1-908900-07-5;
Third Millennium Information;
£35 from the College Shop]
By comparison with other great British public
schools, Pangbourne is a comparatively young
institution, as its forthcoming Centenary
reminds us. However, what this colourful
and evocative history makes clear is that the
College’s first hundred years have proved both
eventful and formative.
Robin Knight set out to write an animated,
definitive history which would appeal both to
aficionados, venerable OPs of enduring memory, and to those of more recent vintage
who want to better understand the derivation of their alma mater. What he has
produced is a vivid and entertaining narrative, one hugely enlivened by evocative,
often rare, illustrations which capture seminal occasions and some of the remarkable
characters who emblazoned themselves on generations of cadets and students. The
more recent photographs are stunningly good, too, reflecting the perceptive and
sympathetic eye of OP Angus Thomas.
Robin’ text is anything but dry: there is judicious but incisive comment on the more
controversial and awkward episodes, his journalistic edge eschewing the worthy
sententiousness which weighs down many a conventional school history. The bedrock
of this lively narrative is Robin’s fastidious research, coupled with his good fortune in
being able to interview all four of the College’s Headmasters. They are the titans who
naturally dominate the story after 1969.
What a contrasting gallery they provide, led by Peter Points, whose intellect,
indefatigable energy and luminous sense of service guided the College through the
most challenging period of transition. Peter it was who defined the vision of a modern
school where every individual would in his memorable words “seek what matters
….and find the universal in a particular and beautiful environment”. His successors,
Anthony Hudson. Ken Greig and Thomas Garnier, have all in their individual ways
burnished and broadened that inspirational vision. What the book brings out so well
is the striking continuity which runs across their apparently individual stewardships
like a golden thread.
Inevitably, the book is about people, a small school magnifying the abiding influence
of individuals The History is wonderfully illuminated throughout by sharply drawn
pen portraits of some formidable Pangbourne characters…Some of the overarching
themes are helpfully brought out too: feature boxes explain some the College’s more
arcane defining traditions and highlights, like the origins of the Chief’s Chair (made
with wood from HMS Victory), the annual 100%, the Macquarie Wheel, Eternal Father
and so on. Henceforth they will surely be compulsory reading for all New Entries.
In its early days, the College was more than a little rough and ready, with its
hammocks, tea chests and seemingly endless drills. Yet even then it was not the
cultural, uniformed wasteland one might suppose. There always seemed to be some
individual self-expression and mischief peeping though, often in the form of all sorts
of pranks. Notably, the first debating society sprang up in 1924 and the first full stage
production dates from then too. It was, appropriately enough, HMS Pinafore!
Robin is particularly good in analysing the surprisingly abrupt change of course in
1969 when Pangbourne College replaced the Nautical College and the modern,
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distinctive school began its emergence. It’s a story within a story which
is well worth reading.
This is a timely book. Not only does it provide a splendid accompaniment
to the Centenary but it coincides with an era when the College is able
to contemplate its roots with unprecedented self-confidence and
clarity. Today the College is a thriving community, its distinctive values
and traditions securely embedded and thoughtfully cultivated. Secure
in its own identity, this equips it to embrace a greater diversity and
scope than ever...So this is a book you have to read. You can dip into
it in instalments, use it for reference or, as I did, read compulsively in
one extended sitting. I hope it will make you feel part of something
worthwhile, even something great and good.
by Gerry Pike (Second Master 1996-2014)

THE OLD PANGBOURNIAN RECORD.

OP Obituaries and Death Notices, 1917 – 2016.
Collected and Edited by Robin Knight (56-61).

Also, it is moving to read the obituaries again of young
men and women whom I taught: Carly Efthymiou and
Temi Braithwaite, who both tragically died at university,
and Simon Brooke, David Moore and Michael Hughes, all
five of whom I taught, and whom I recall with total clarity,
reinforced in this volume by a picture and a vivid word
picture.
Open this volume where you will and a life will spring into
focus, frequently involving a service career, often in the
Second World War, and you will also discover their personal
life, their second career and their retirement. Robin Knight
has performed a true ‘labour of love’ and across that vale
of tears I can hear a host of departed OPs lifting a glass of
ambrosial mead and saying “Well done, old friend! What
next?” The OP Society owes him an enormous debt.
by Robin Brodhurst, Head of History, 1990–2012

(ISBN 978-0-9568770-2-4; published by the OP Society, 2016)
This volume (now available
to read on the OP website) is
a quite staggering labour of
love by Robin Knight, about
which one suspects he had
no real idea of what he was
getting himself involved in
when he agreed to undertake
it. Put simply he has had to
transcribe somewhere in the
region of 1,250 obituaries,
some short and some much
longer, taken from a large
variety of sources, such as The
Log, The Old Pangbournian
and the OP website. Rather
like his newly published
History of the College, one can picture the governors at a meeting
deciding that there should be both a history written and some sort of
collection of OP obituaries, looking round the table and simply saying
“You’re a journalist, Robin. You do it.” They probably had no idea what
they were asking somebody to do.
The Guest of Honour at the 2016 Founders’ Day, Lord Mountevans, the
Lord Mayor of London, posed the question to the 2016 leavers “What
next?” It is a question that is asked every year of our leavers, and it is
always gratifying when some of them come back and tell us what they
did manage to do next. This volume tells us what so many of them
went on to do, and they went in an extraordinary variety of directions.
Of course the Royal and Merchant Navies figure prominently in many
of these lives, as does the Second World War, but there is so much
more than that.
I looked, as is I suppose natural, initially at those OPs whom I knew
or had met, or simply knew of. I was fascinated to read about Ian
McGeoch, amongst our most famous submariner OPs, and then Roger
Hill, distinguished destroyer commander in World War II and author
of one of the best naval memoirs of that war, and incidentally the
man who in that same Operation Pedestal brought in to Malta the
vital tanker SS Ohio, with a broken back and sinking. Jeffrey Bernard,
too, the author of the Low Life column in The Spectator, gets his full
measure and how he became reconciled to Pangbourne after two late
visit s to the College.
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NEUROPSYCHOLOGY: FROM THEORY TO
PRACTICE
by David Andrewes (60-64)

ISBN: 978-1-841-69700-0; Second edition published by
Routledge in 2016
This is a huge book (704 pages weighing in at about
2kg) and a work written avowedly for students of
neuropsychology. It provides “a thorough overview of
the complex relationship between brain and behaviour.”
Reviewing it as a layman makes little sense. Instead a
description of the book, its contents and its reception
seems the best approach.
First, though, a word about the author. David Andrewes
was at the Nautical College 1960-64 in its final decade.
Times were difficult, money was tight, the British-flagged
merchant navy was contracting by the month and there
was a growing recognition at Board and Staff level that
something would have to change if the school was to
survive. Five years after David left, the NCP was no more
and Pangbourne College emerged. Recently David, who
lives in Australia, returned to Pangbourne. Later he wrote:
“I realise that the transformation has been major and
probably for the better. However, despite the NCP’s faults,
I think back to those days as teaching me quite a few
valuable lessons.”

After Pangbourne David Andrewes did seven years in the
Merchant Navy before coming ashore and doing clinical
training at Canterbury University in New Zealand. He then
completed a PhD at London University. Subsequently he
held a research position in the Neurology Department
at the Institute of Psychiatry in London, later taking
lecturing and clinical positions at the Maudsley and
King’s College hospitals in the U.K. In 1984 he joined
the Department of Psychology at Melbourne University
where he remained until retirement. He now works at
the Melbourne Neuropsychology Research Centre.
Neuropsychology: from theory to practice was first
published in 2001. The second edition has a number
of new features including several new chapters and
a companion website which includes guidance on
answering study questions. There is “a clear emphasis
on bridging the gap between theory and practice
throughout with links to clinical issues of both
assessment and rehabilitation.”
The critical response from David’s peers to this
revised edition has been extremely positive judging by
comments published on the back cover. “Informative
and comprehensive…a pleasure to read” (Harvard
University, USA); “The text is very clear and readable
and it does not over-simplify” (Manchester University,
UK); “This text is undoubtedly a valuable resource for
students, academics, researchers and clinicians” (Griffith
University, Australia).
In donating a copy of this book to the College Library,
David Andrewes wrote: “For the students of Pangbourne
with very best wishes from an old boy.” Those initiative
tests at the NCP all those years ago certainly bore fruit
in the erudition and nuanced judgements displayed in
this book by this OP – one that today’s pupils now have
a chance to absorb.
by Robin Knight (56-61)

THE TATTIE LADS

by Ian Dear (49-52)

ISBN: 978-1-8848-6401-0
Published in 2016 by
Bloomsbury Publishing Plc
Presented with an open
goal, the prolific military
and yachting historian Ian
Dear (49-52) knows how
to score. The Tattie Lads is
a page-turning account of
the activities of the Royal
Navy’s Rescue Tug Service
(RTS) in the two world
wars of the 20th century. It
is an engrossing read, full
of incident and colour yet, for some bizarre reason, it
has never been told before. Both the official histories of
the RN and the Merchant Navy ignore the Service. Dear
met several veterans of the RTS at an event in Brixham
in 2013 and subsequently was invited to write a history
of the Service and handed a huge amount of material on
which this book is based.

The RTS’s origins go back to 1915 and it played a growing role in the
First World War as the German submarine threat grew. But in 1919 the
service was disbanded. When war broke out again 20 years later only five
commercial tugs in British ownership were powerful enough to be used
as rescue tugs on active service. The RTS was soon reformed and by 1944
consisted of 85 tugs, 604 RNR officers and 1,602 ratings, mostly from the
Merchant Navy. Estimates vary, but Dear reckons that between 1939-45
the RTS saved nearly three million tons of merchant shipping, 254 British
and Allied warships and thousands of lives for the loss of 20 tugs.
Such a stellar achievement should have won widespread recognition
both at the time and subsequently but for one factor – each rescued
vessel in all probability represented an Allied setback of one kind or
another. A torpedo sinking, a collision in a convoy, poor seamanship
or errant navigation. So the largely volunteer Tattie Lads (so-called
because they were recruited under the T.124T Agreement) never got
the credit they deserved, until now.
The book is chock-full of extraordinary feats of bravery and seamanship
and ingenuity. No naval action or landing operation, particularly
in the Mediterranean, was attempted without an RTS presence. No
convoy sailed the Atlantic without a rescue tug escort. D-Day and the
invasion of continental Europe by the Allies in 1944 would not have
been possible without the contribution of 30 rescue tugs which towed
three million tons of steel and concrete across the Channel to allow the
construction of two prefabricated harbours known as Mulberries off
the beaches of Normandy.
This is, as Dear stresses, a warts-and-all account and so issues faced
by the RTS are given prominence too – the always testy relationship
with the sniffy Royal Navy, the pervasive dislike of authority in the
RTS, the grudging adherence to RN regulations, problems involving
pay and awards, morale and discipline. Dear is excellent, too, in
the way he links the evolution of the RTS to wider developments in
the war such as the impact of the 1941 U.S. Lend-Lease Act on the
Service’s resources, German tactics in the Battle of the Atlantic, and
the increasing capabilities of the diesel engine.
It is sad that it has taken 70 years since the end of the Second World
War to give due recognition to the Rescue Tug Service. But Ian Dear
has now done so, and the great niece of Commander Evelyn Martin
RNVR, one of the key personalities in the evolution of the RTS, who
encouraged this book should be rightly pleased with the outcome.
by Robin Knight (56-61)

WINGFIELD AT WAR

by Mervyn Wingfield (24-25)

ISBN: 978-184995-064-0 Published
in 2012 by Whittles Publishing Ltd.
This book has an unusual
provenance. It was written by OP
Mervyn Wingfield (24-25) “primarily
for the amusement of my family” in
1982-83 and was then called A Seagoing Story. A limited edition was
produced in 2000 before the author
died at the age of 94 in 2005. A dozen
years passed and in 2012 the naval
obituarist of the Daily Telegraph,
Capt. Peter Hore, alighted on the
manuscript and decided it should be
the first in a series of books about
life at sea in the 20th century.
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In many ways Wingﬁeld at War, as the book is now styled,
is a good choice to kick off such a series. It covers a seminal
phase in the evolution of the modern Royal Navy. It has a
lively, frank amused tone. It is full of well-rehearsed vignettes.
Wingfield does not take himself too seriously, is studiously
unimpressed by many of the Navy’s arcane traditions and
happily pokes fun at those in authority who for one reason
or another irritated him.

OBITUARIES

It is also a book of some historical importance. Anyone
looking for eye-witness material to illustrate the social
changes that have occurred in British society and military life
during the past century could do a lot worse than consult
this book. To give one example: as late as 1940, Wingfield (by
then a Lt. Commander) was still taking his dinner jacket and
golf clubs to sea in his submarine on wartime patrols.
Wingfield’s reputation in the Navy was made in World War
11 when he commanded four submarines, H 43, Umpire,
Sturgeon and Taurus, was awarded the DSO and two DSCs
and Mentioned in Despatches twice, sank a huge amount
of enemy shipping in the North Sea, North Atlantic,
Mediterranean and Indian Ocean, landed scores of Allied
agents behind enemy lines, surfaced off St. Nazaire in full
view of German guns, and became the first RN commander
to sink a Japanese submarine (off Penang in 1944). Retired
from the RN in 1963 at the age of 52, he then forged a
varied and relatively successful post-war career in multiple
roles in civilian life. In other words, he has quite a tale to
tell.
The Nautical College, Pangbourne plays a small part in this
evolving story. Wingfield, like many early cadets at the
College, arrived in 1924 at the age of 13 having failed the
year before to get into Dartmouth. The NCP then became
a back-door route into the RN, and he duly scraped in to
Dartmouth at the end of 1925 47th out of a term entry of 50
after three terms at Pangbourne.
Wingfield’s war began with “a couple of games of golf” at
the Penang Club. It was never short of incident. Umpire was
rammed and sunk by an RN trawler; Wingfield was fortunate
to survive. Sturgeon habitually broke surface after firing a
salvo of torpedoes. In Taurus he got into a firefight in the
northern Aegean with a troop of Bulgar horsemen on the
Greek-Bulgarian border. On another occasion he actually
left Taurus for a few days R&R in Cairo while the submarine
sailed along the Suez Canal.
All this suggests a light-hearted approach and the reader may
well suspect that it is a pose. But Wingfield’s crews respected
him and he always led by example. At one point he writes:
“My time in submarines was the most important of my life
and left deep impressions…Fear is something I became well
acquainted with during the war years. I believe most people
feel fear to about the same extent. But the trained man
doesn’t show it and doesn’t let it influence his actions.”
This is about the limit of Mervyn Wingfield’s introspection
which probably was just as well given the attrition rate of all
submarine commanders 1939-45. Theirs was an often hairraising existence made tolerable only by an ability to switch
off ashore when the chance arose. Wingﬁeld at War is always
readable, often entertaining, and deserves a wide circulation.
by Robin Knight (56-61)
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Lynn Connell (53-55)

Lynn Connell (53-55) died in February, 2016 after a long illness. He

was a former OP Rep in New Zealand. Leaving the NCP at the age of
17, he did his National Service in the RAF and spent time deciphering
aerial pictures taken over eastern Germany. On demobilisation, he
chose to study law and was admitted to the bar in 1967, joining
Ashurst Morris. From 1972-75 he worked for Ralli International.
He then joined the Bowater Corporation 1976-81, beginning his
specialisation in corporate law which he found “exciting, challenging
and fulfilling.”
He married a New Zealander in 1963, eventually had three children
and continued to live in Essex. In 1981 the family moved to New
Zealand and Lynn joined the prominent Auckland law firm of Russell
McVeagh & Partners. The following year he was diagnosed with
cancer, “had major surgery and was given a grim prognosis. He then
had a larangectomy; it took six months for a voice box to be put
in so he could communicate. However, he continued to work and
mastered his new voice box very quickly. He was extremely brave
and showed no sign of feeling sorry for himself. He just carried on.”
In New Zealand Lynn was one of only three people specializing in
work as a legal adviser to pension funds, trust and other institutional
investors. A tribute after his death from the legal profession in New
Zealand stated: “Lynn Connell was a man of high character and
integrity, a man of principle who always displayed a high professional
level of both specialist and general legal expertise… He ushered in
a much higher level of specialist legal expertise to the New Zealand
investment management profession, the effects of which are still
evident throughout the industry today.”
Once Lynn retired, he worked at the NZ College of Law, moderating
several subjects until his death. In his last two years he was hardly
able to use his voice and communicated in writing – a huge frustration
for him. Yet he was stoic and never complained all through his severe
health problems and the many setbacks and operations over the
years. In the process, he became one of the two longest-surviving
larangectomy patients in the world, and counselled many new
patients having the procedure.

M.H.H. Evans OBE, DL (54-58), known throughout his life to one

and all as Jumbo, died peacefully in hospital in Manchester on 4th

September, 2016 aged 76. At a Service
of Thanksgiving at St. Mary’s Collegiate
Church in Stafford at the end of September,
before a packed congregation of more than
400, Major General Paul Stevenson of the
Royal Marines gave one of the Tributes. In
part, he said:
“Jumbo went to Pangbourne on an RM
scholarship and became Chief of the
College. In 1958 he joined the Royal
Marines and we met on the steps of the
Infantry Training Centre Royal Marines
Lympstone. From Day One in the Corps he
was a cerebral officer who ploughed his
own furrow. Yet although life was tightly
controlled during our military training
– no cars for many weeks – Jumbo, ever
resourceful, had a large smart Rover car
kept covertly at a garage in Exton.
Postings as a young officer followed to
Malta and Aden and then to 43 Commando
as mortar officer where he thrived. In 1964
his nautical past caught up with him and
he was appointed to command the RM
detachment in HMS Tartar, a Tribal Class
frigate about to be despatched to the West
Indies. Jumbo had got married to Sue that
August and the military drafting officer had
a perverse habit of always sending newly
married officers to sea, perhaps to test
their commitment to married life. Nothing
daunted, Sue got herself to the WI station.
Following a subsequent tour at the
Commando Training Centre (CTC) at
Lympstone, Jumbo was posted to the Far
East for an old-fashioned life of overseas
peacetime soldiering in Malaya in the style
of the former British Empire. This was
followed by a sobering year or more at the
Army Staff College at Camberley. He was
next posted to the General Staff branch
of the Royal Marines in the Ministry of
Defence (MoD), then to Northern Ireland
as operations officer in 42 Commando and
back to Lympstone to the CTC to train the
next generation of young officers. Here
he again demonstrated his out-of-theordinary style of leadership which was
appreciated by many…
Some would say that Jumbo was unworldly,
but he was tough and his administration
and his staff were always of the highest
calibre, witness his OBE after a further
tour in the MoD. His cerebral side came
to the fore again when he did an MA
diploma course in War Studies at King’s
College, University of London in 1985 –
one of the first RM officers to take on such
a project. By now promoted to Colonel,
his last appointment in the RM was as
commanding officer of the RM barracks at

Eastney where, yet again, he was held in
high esteem by his General.”
Perceiving an opening for capable
administrators in the National Health
Service, Jumbo retired from the Royal
Marines in 1989 and moved to Staffordshire
where he became General Manager of
the Staffordshire Family Practitioners
Committee and later Chairman of Walsall
NHS Authority.
Major General Stevenson concluded:
“Jumbo was an excellent administrator –
thorough, careful, thoughtful, innovative,
concise, and steady in a crisis. Physically,
he belied his nickname and was a keen
games player to a high standard, playing
rugby, hockey and cricket and being a
competitive downhill skier in the RM.
With gun and rod he was the scourge of
coverts and rivers in England and Scotland.
For all of us, and particularly for Sue and
his children Jonathan and Louise, how
sad it is that Jumbo jumped ship from the
battlecruiser of life rather too early.”

Colin Felton (23-26) became the 178th
OP death recorded in World War 11 during
2016. He lost contact with the College in
the mid-1930s. His son Simon got in touch
in February, 2016 to “fill in some gaps.” He
wrote: “After my father left Pangbourne
in 1926, and following a short career as
a Purser with the Orient Company, he
“disappeared” with the Army in India.
Recently we found out a little more.

championships in both. He represented
the College in the Amateur Sabre
Championships of England and at the
Royal Tournament Olympia in 1926. He
was an active member of the Debating,
Dramatic, Orchestra, Meteorological
and Geographical Societies. On leaving
Pangbourne he became an Assistant Purser
with the Orient Company but by mid-1930
he had left the sea and joined the regular
Army and the East Surrey Regiment. In
1931 he was posted to India and remained
there serving with the Scottish Regiment,
the Dorsetshire Regiment and finally the
Duke of Wellington’s Regiment.
He was seconded and serving as a SubConductor in the Indian Army Corps of
Clerks in Rangoon when the Allied retreat
from Burma began in 1942. When the
airfield at Mytkiyana was bombed the
refugees of all backgrounds and races,
soldiers and civilians, had to walk out
over the most northern passes between
Burma and Assam in appalling monsoon
conditions, very many dying on the way.
My father was picked up by the trackside
but died soon after in a Mission Hospital in
Gauhati of malaria and exhaustion. He was
awarded the North West Frontier Medal
1936-1937 and the Burma Star. Having
no known grave, he is commemorated
in the Taukkayan War Cemetery outside
Rangoon.”

Rodney Giesler (45-48) died in April,

At Pangbourne he became C.C.C. of
the College in December, 1925. He was
an accomplished sportsman, playing
rugby and cricket and being Captain of
both Boxing and Fencing and winning

2016. His son Phil wrote: “My father
intended joining the Royal Navy, but when
a routine eye test put paid to a seafaring
career, he changed course. He spent his
National Service as a radio mechanic in
the Royal Signals, and in his off-duty hours
was assured an easy berth by maintaining

Colin Felton (23-26)

Rodney Giesler (45-48)
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the personal radios of his senior officers.
He also applied his new skills in building a
television set allowing the family to watch
The Queen’s coronation.
His consuming ambition was to enter
the film industry, and this was achieved
when he joined the National Coal Board
Film Unit. Since his working hours were
spent with a movie camera, lying in a pool
of water in a narrow coal seam for £10 a
week, there was not a lot of competition
for the job, and he quickly progressed to
becoming a writer/director. And it paid off.
In 1958 he was appointed as writer/
director to the resident film unit of the
Kuwait Oil Company. Over four years he
acquired considerable knowledge of the
technicalities of oil production, and this
combined with a basic command of Arabic
ensured him a steady stream of work in
the Arabian Gulf States. At the same time,
he built up an international production
company, and over a period of 40 years
produced big budget documentary and
commercial films for large industrial clients
in all parts of the world. A number of his
films won awards at major film festivals.
On retirement he became an interviewer
for the Oral History Department of
the Imperial War Museum, the Royal
Aeronautical Society, The Brooklands Trust,
and the National Film & Television Archive.
In all he recorded over five hundred
interviews. He was also a keen aviation
enthusiast, and family legend has it that he
was about to qualify for his pilot’s licence
when he met his future wife. The dilemma
was acute (and) he never became a pilot.”

Liz Hudson, wife of former Headmaster
Anthony Hudson, died during 2016. Her
funeral was held on July 29th, 2016 at the
Falklands Islands Memorial Chapel. Former
Second Master Gerry Pike gave one of the
Tributes. In part he said: “Back in 1988,
when he became Headmaster, Huddy
famously faced some notable challenges,
personal, political and professional. But
what was just as true was that, as his
wife, consort and soulmate, so did Liz.
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Being First Lady is never easy and being
First Lady at Pangbourne at that time
was particularly challenging. College life
was full of potentially tricky and arcane
formalities largely centred on the Parade
Ground, the fulcrum of College routine.
Liz, just as much as Anthony, had to learn
the ropes quickly to graciously entertain
and generally hold court. But there was
much more to her role than that.
Liz became mistress of ceremonies in
the charm offensive to woo prep school
headmasters and to recruit dynamic,
personable young staff. Liz and Ant were
an indivisible team sharing the vision that
Devitt would become the hub of a vibrant
life which would socially bond together
the whole College community. Hospitality
came centre stage as Mrs. Hudson’s
soirees, dinners, drinks parties and events
launched an exhilarating social round. This
was not junketing: it had the strategic aim
of bringing everyone here together in a
relaxed, happy atmosphere, reinforcing
the sense of common purpose and trust
and embodying an inclusive, caring ethos.
Of course, it had the effect of blurring
the boundaries between any personal life
and the life of the College. You needed
remarkable stamina to work hard and
play hard 24/7 but if staff at least had
the holidays in which to recover, for the
Hudsons it seemed to encompass 365
days of the year. Even when in Cornwall or
France, they were never hands-off. “Total
Immersion” one colleague called it…It was
a truly dedicated and demanding lifestyle,
especially for an unpaid wife who had a
family to look after. Indeed, the Hudson
Project simply could not have worked
without Liz’s unique personality and
natural social skills...
Liz’s prominent public role showcased
rather than diluted her character: her
essential authenticity most strikingly
apparent when welcoming visitors.
Whether she was charming royalty,
Prime Ministers, millionaires, anxious
parents, nervous children or any of the
unpredictable succession of people who
appeared daily in Devitt Hall, Liz was
entirely natural. While Anthony agonised
about ticklish matters of manners and
etiquette, Liz simply smiled warmly and
put everyone at their ease.
Liz’s care for everyone on campus was
equally genuine. She knew all staff by
name, not just teachers, but those who
worked in the kitchens, in the offices, in
the houses or on the estate. She chatted
amiably to all of them and knew of their

families, their issues, their lives. This
engendered huge personal loyalty to Liz
and some of the support staff, like Sheila
and Charlie Conroy, became devoted and
life-long friends…
We all knew that Liz was not an extension
of Anthony. Though always elegantly
decorative, she was the opposite of what
would today be called a trophy wife. Yet
her outgoing and lively personality wholly
complemented Anthony’s and this made
them a remarkable duo. She had steel as
well as charm. When he was pessimistic
and apologetic, she would be positive
and forthright, when he temporised, she
was quietly decisive. She could also be
physically brave. Her courage was never
more apparent than when she became
seriously ill. She refused to let it govern her
life, compromise her care for Anthony or
her enjoyment of family and friends.
Without Liz, Anthony would have been
less than half the great Headmaster he
was. She totally embraced Pangbourne
and Pangbourne embraced her…an
inspirational woman, a Pangbournian
leader who set a stirring example of
humanity, dedication and service.”

LIVES REMEMBERED
These OPs are known to have died in
2016. Longer obituaries are on the OP
website at www.oldpangbournian.
co.uk>Obituaries
Bindloss, C.O.A. (52-57) served 12 years
as a cavalry officer in the regular Army and
a further 20 years in the TA. He left the
Army in 1971. For the rest of his working
life he was employed by Rank Xerox in its
government affairs office. Christopher died
in May, 2016.
Butterfield, Peter (46-49) of Culmhead,
Taunton “moved house and (has) since
passed away” according to his daughter.
He was a Chartered Accountant.
Constant, Michael (51-55) joined Cunard
in 1956 as a Junior Assistant Purser.
Through the years he progressed to
Purser and Cruise Director and eventually
became Hotel Manager on the QE2 until
his retirement. He died in April, 2016.
Covington, R.G., a Commander RN, died
in Devon in August, 2016. Dick Covington
entered the Royal Navy as a Midshipman
(E) in May, 1944. During World War 11 he

served in HMS Bermuda. He retired from
the RN in the early 1970s.
Dutton-Forshaw, Richard (41-44) died in
February, 2015. Richard was a businessman
and director of companies involved in
the motor trade, building projects and
machining. He lived in Sussex.
Ferris, James (99-03), who lived in the
USA, is reported to have died with his wife
in a car crash in Seattle, Washington State
in the autumn of 2016, leaving two young
children.

Klein, Larry (55-58) died in June, 2016.
He served in the MN until 1967. Between
1968-94 he was a social worker in the
Reading area. From 1994-2010 he worked
for the Leonard Cheshire charity.
Lee, N.R.M. (48-51) died in Nova Scotia,
Canada in March, 2015. Bob spent 14
years at sea in the MN before joining the
Canadian Coastguard. In the mid-1980s
be became Director, Marine Affairs for the
Maritime Authority of Jamaica. Latterly
he was a consultant at the Department
of Environment in Canada promoting
awareness of marine environmental
issues.

Mau Emergency. In 1963 he left Kenya
for Australia. Ian then joined the Royal
Australian Air Force and served 21 years,
reaching the rank of Wing Commander.
Llewelyn, R.G.E. (78-80) died in May, 2016.
He moved from a career in engineering to
one in IT, which took him all over the world,
including some years spent in Australia,
and latterly in sports television production.

Michael MacDowel, (46-49)

MacDowel, Michael (46-49) was a longtime director of the British Racing Drivers
Club following a successful career in club
motor sport. Post-NCP he worked for
Jaguar with responsibility for customer
relations. Later he was general manager
and a director of Coombs of Guildford. He
died in early 2016.

Derek Ford (36-40)

Ford, D.R. (36-40), a Lt Cdr MBE, DSC, RN,
died in December, 2015. After the NCP
he joined the RN as a navigator and had
an adventurous and dangerous war. After
World War 11 Derek remained in the Navy
until 1959. He then moved to Guernsey and
began a long involvement with commercial
merchant shipping in the Channel Islands.

Lindsey, Ian (45-49)

Lindsay, I. St.G (45-49), the only
Pangbournian to play in a representative
schoolboy cricket team at Lord’s, died
in Queensland, Australia in 2016. After
National Service he joined the Kenya Police
and saw active service during the Mau

Paul, E.A.C. (47-49) joined Union Castle
from the NCP in 1950 and stayed at sea
until 1967. Later he worked for IBM for 25
years in various capacities before retiring
in 1993 to Romsey and becoming an
inveterate traveller on cruise lines.

Johnson, Russell (46-50) died in 2010
according to his daughter. He was a BA
Cantab., a Commander in ‘L’ branch and
was awarded an OBE in 1984.

Lee, N.R.M. (Bob) (48-51)

Llewelyn, RGE (78-80)
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Shirley, R.W.de la C. (64-67) made his
home in Canada from1973, working as a
mechanical engineer. He died in October,
2015 aged 66 following complications
from ALS.”
Standing, Guy (61-66) died in March,
2016 “after a long battle with cancer.” His
death notice in The Daily Telegraph went
out of its way to praise the treatment Guy
received at the Hammersmith Hospital in
London.
Tuke, J.S. (52-56) died in Melbourne,
Australia in December, 2015 after a long
battle with mesothelioma. After the NCP
he joined the Northern Rhodesia (now
Zambia) Police.

Raynor WGC (58-61)

Raynor, W.G.C. (58-61) was a journalist,
property restorer, management consultant,
risk assessor and photographer. He died in
London in May, 2016.
St. Clair-Ford, Sir Robin (54-58) succeeded
to the baronetcy on the death of his

Robin St. Clair Ford (54-58)

brother Colin (52-56) in 2012. He died
in 2016. After the NCP he served in the
Light Infantry until 1971. Later he became
Director of Scotland’s Gardens Scheme – a
post he held to his retirement in 2006.

THE OP SOCIETY IN 2016
The calendar year 2016 turned out to be one of
the busiest in recent times for the OP Society and
its 12-person committee, ably led by Chairman
Merrick Rayner (68-73). Starting with the large
Mansion House reception in March through
Founders’ Day when the Guest of Honour was an
OP to the successful OP Weekend in October, there
was a succession of impressive events, important
meetings and a requirement for OP representation.
At the Society’s 83rd AGM, held at the College on
October 8th, 2016, the Chairman, having thanked
the Headmaster for supporting the OP weekend
and giving OPs the chance to take part in a Sunday
parade, made it clear that OPs’ increasingly close
connection with College-related activities is set to
grow. In his words: “Going forward, the OP Society
has a major role to play in the Pangbourne family
with alumni support from the College being vital to
both parties.”
The AGM, attended by about 50 OPs in the refurbished Old
Library in Devitt House, was informed of a number of significant
developments of relevance to OPs and the Society:
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Nat. Arboretum ceremony

subsequent appointment of an External Relations Assistant,
Anne Huddart, and a Database Officer Emilia Pruszkowski.

• A bequest of £5,000 to the Society by its late President Nigel
Hollebone (59-63) which he specified be used for the future
liquid refreshment of OPs.

• The appointment at the College of a new Careers Officer, Koen
de Mulder, charged with developing closer relations with OPs.
OP Society committee member Andy Wells (79-86) is his point
of contact. Any OP who would like to help in this area is urged
to contact the College.

• The expansion of the College’s marketing and external
relations capabilities with the appointment at the start of
2016 of Karen Hartshorn as Development Director and the

• Publication of The Centenary Guide listing all the events in 201617 to which OPs are invited, together with a range of centenarylinked products now on sale through the College Shop.

In Matters Arising from the
May, 2016 meeting of the
OP Society committee, the
Chairman also informed the
AGM that “the OP Society and
the Development Office are not
yet in a position, as requested
at the last Committee meeting,
to table a paper for discussion
regarding any modification to
the Terms of Reference of the
OP Society.” The intention is
to update a “Memorandum of
Understanding” agreed by the
Society and the College in 2013.

Karen Hartshorn (r) with pupils

• Establishment by the College of a Centenary Challenge – “to
raise £100,000 for 100 years.” The idea is to create a legacy
fund to support local children’s charities in the years to come.
OPs are not going to be “blanket bombed” for contributions
but are welcome to assist.
• Launch of a centenary-related fund-raising appeal in 2017
to raise funds for a new indoor swimming pool, for which
planning permission has now been given.
• Revival of the Pangbourne Association of which the OP
Society is a constituent part. Established some years ago
but never active, the Association brings together all the
Pangbourne community in one organisation.

In his report to the AGM the
Society Hon. Treasurer, Pip
Smitham (64-69), revealed
that as of 31 August, 2016,
the Society had funds of
£52,213 (2015: £46,746). OPrelated expenditure through
The Pangbourne Association
(making use of an annual grant from the College) for the 12
months to end-August totalled £16,291. Spending of specific OP
Society funds totalled £692 during the same period including a
£500 donation to the Lord Mayor’s Appeal.
Other matters at the AGM included a vote of thanks to the
President, Richard Shuttleworth (57-62), for representing the
Society at the (very wet) re-dedication of the Merchant Navy
training institutions’ plaque at the National Memorial Arboretum;
and a vote of thanks to Captain Miles Eden-Smith (54-57) for
representing the OP Society at the impressive annual Merchant
Navy commemoration ceremony at Tower Hill in the City of
London.

MN Day - Capt. Miles Eden-Smith
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Various OP sports reports were received by the meeting and
an update given on some OP-related communication issues
including an ongoing upgrade of the OP Society website at www.
oldpangbournian.co.uk
The composition of the Committee for 2016-17 was also decided.
Paul Lawrence (01-08) and OP sports coordinator Charlie Parry
(81-85) stood down at the end of their six-year terms but were
co-opted back on an ex-officio basis for a further 12 months. Larry
Howard (06-11) was elected to the Committee. His career details
are set out below.
Key OP dates for 2017 are as follows:
AGM 2016

OLD PANGBOURNIAN SOCIETY
OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE
2016 / 2017
President:
Richard Shuttleworth (57-62) – 2018*
Chairman:
Merrick Rayner (68-73) – 2017*
Vice-Presidents:
Ian Williams (61-63); Mark Dumas (64-68)
Hon. Vice-Presidents:
Robin Knight (56-61); Lionel Stephens (Hon. OP)
Hon. Treasurer:
Pip Smitham (64-69) – 2017*
Secretary to Committee:
Rupert Meacher (87-90) - 2017*

●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

February 21: OP Society Committee meeting, 18:00
hours Naval Club, 38 Hill Street, London W1J 5NS. All OPs
are welcome to attend.
February 24/26: Australasian OP centenary gathering in
Auckland, New Zealand
February 28: OP centenary dinner in Hong Kong
April 7: OP centenary lunch in the West Country at Berry
Head Hotel, Brixham, Devon
April 21: OP Centenary Dinner at the College
May 4: (to be confirmed): Centenary Service at the
College
May 16: OP Society Committee meeting at the Naval
Club. All OPs are welcome to attend
July 1: Centenary Ball at the College
July 2: OP row past at Henley Royal Regatta in Gloriana
July 8: The centenary Founders’ Day at the College
September 1: First Day commemoration service at the
College
October 17: OP Society AGM & Committee meeting
18:00 hours, at the Naval Club, London W1J 5NS. All OPs
are welcome to attend. Full Minutes of the Meetings are
posted on the OP website.

COMMITTEE
Anna Sterling (00-01) - 2017*
Fergus van Niekerk (93-00) - 2017*
William Donaldson (91-96) 2018*
Michael Nicholson (57-61) 2018*
John Fisher (68-73) 2018*
Andy Wells (79-86) 2018*
James Greaves (90-95) 2018*
David Metcalfe (98–03) 2018*
Lawrence Howard (06–11) 2019*
Charlie Parry (81–85) ex officio to end-2017
Paul Lawrence (01–08) ex officio to end-2017
* To retire end of
Larry Howard (06-11) is a pilot with British Airways, having
previously flown with Ryan Air. After Pangbourne, he opted for
the Oxford Aviation Academy at Kidlington. On completion of a
six-month course in the ground school, he travelled to Phoenix,
Arizona in the United States to do six months’ flight training
on the Piper Pa28 Warrior. In October 2012 he returned to
Kidlington and passed a succession of courses before graduating
and eventually joining Ryan Air in March 2014.
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Caroline Kemp

OP MERCHANDISE

IN ADDITION, A RANGE OF PRODUCTS ARE NOW ON SALE
AT THE COLLEGE SHOP WHICH HAVE BEEN PRODUCED IN
CONNECTION WITH THE SCHOOL’S 2016-17 CENTENARY

OP SILK TIE £30

CENTENARY MUG £15

Modernised design

OP SILK BOW TIE £30
Same design as OP tie

GLASS PAPERWEIGHT
WITH CENTENARY
LOGO £12.50

OP SOCKS £6.50

Long cotton socks.
Claret and white strip

(or from Presents for Men
£9.99)

OP SILVER
CUFFLINKS £70

LADY’S CENTENARY
SILK SCARF £15

New design,
improved quality

JELLYCAT TEDDY BEAR
WITH CENTENARY
JUMPER £22

LADIES PIN £15.00

CENTENARY TIE £25

PARAVACINI BLAZER
£149.00
CENTENARY
UMBRELLA £30

PANGBOURNE
UMBRELLA £35.00

PANGBOURNE
COLLEGE
Spirit In Changing Times

CENTENARY BOOK
BY OP ROBIN KNIGHT
£35

Robin Knight

Prices exclude postage and packing. All Centenary Merchandise is limited edition
Cheques should be made payable to Pangbourne College Enterprises Ltd.
Orders should be mailed to: The Shop Manager, Pangbourne College, Pangbourne, Reading RG8 8LA
Tel: 0118-976-7476; Email orders: pangbourne.com/centenary shop@pangbourne.com
Or to Karen.Townsend@pangcoll.co.uk
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CAMPUS LIFE
An ‘A’ level English Literature student,
Simone Greatorex, achieved first place in
a national writing competition in January,
2016. Her article, Living with Dementia:
The Carer’s View, won the first prize of £200
in the England and Wales Schools’ Writing
Project organised by the charity Young
Programme. The piece was described by
the judge of the competition as “brave and
poignant.”
The College smallholdings became the
home during the year to three pigs said
to be “rarer than Bengal tigers.” The
Oxford Sandy and Blacks, all young female
sows, were introduced by the College
science teacher Dan Paynter to exemplify
sustainable animal husbandry. This is not
the first time that pigs have resided in the
College grounds. During World War 11 the
Nautical College operated a farm to boost
food supplies – hence the name “piggeries”
for the area close to the present Junior
House. The farm closed in 1948.
During the Lent Term 28 organisations
ranging from British Airways to the Royal
Marines took part in the annual Careers
Fair in Drake Hall for Form 5 and Sixth Form
students. Others represented included
John Lewis, the Fire Brigade, BT and the
Army and Royal Navy. There was a strong
OP presence led by OP Society committee
member Andy Wells (79-86).
In April, two Pangbourne College pupils,
Nazar Agayev and George Vickers, both
aged 15, attended the unveiling of the new
Queen’s Walkway on Her Majesty’s 90th
birthday walkabout in Windsor, carefully
holding a banner following its removal
by The Queen. George’s father Mr Hugo
Vickers, who is chairman of The Outdoor
Trust, architects of the Walkway, was

Classic Car Show
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present. Following the ceremony, the boys
presented Her Majesty with a birthday
card and chatted to her and Prince Philip.
Judged by university entrants, 2015-16
proved to be a good year on the school’s
academic front. Five of the College’s
students won places at the University of
Bristol. Other successes included hardto-win places reading Psychotherapy at
Nottingham University, Mathematics and
Finance at Leeds University, Psychology at
Manchester University, and International
Relations at King’s College London.
One of many highlights during the College’s
sporting year occurred in the Lent Term
when the boys’ rugby team reached the
tournament semi-finals of the Natwest
Schools U18 Vase competition, losing to
St. Ambrose College 28-12. Earlier in the
term the boys’ U15 team were crowned
Berkshire Cup champions after a thumping
39-7 win in the final over Piggott School.
Two Pangbourne College students were
later selected for England Lambs U18 rugby
squad for a four match ‘tour of a lifetime’
of Argentina. Scrum-half James CostinPratt and centre Will Vaughan were part of
a 25-strong party. In rowing, the girls’ 1st
V111 finished first in their category at the
Schools’ Head of the River race in March.
Soon after, the boys J14 quads finished
the top-ranked school in their event at the
National Sculling Head – good enough to
rank Pangbourne joint-fourth nationally
out of 43 crews.
On another sporting front, two brothers,
Caspar and J.J. Sugden, won the Combined
event at the National Senior Schools Arena
Polo championships while the Equestrian
team defended its title successfully at
the Berkshire County Show. In addition,
the College finished joint-third at the
2016-17 Berkshire Girls’ Outdoor Hockey
Championships, producing the “highest
peak” of hockey Director of Sport OP Phil
Walden (05-10) had ever seen from a
Pangbourne team.

Pupils-Meet-Queen

Nabugabo

In June, the inaugural Pangbourne
College Classic Car Show surpassed all
expectations. More than 1,000 people
visited the show and enjoyed the 150
classic cars being exhibited. Visitors
“were wowed by the cars on display,
decorating the College’s packed parade
ground” according to a report on the
College website. They included an Aston
Martin DB5, a Jaguar SS1 Coupe and a
Lamborghini Diablo. The show raised £350
to help tfund the restoration of a Bond
Equipe car, an ongoing pupil-led project at
the College (donations from OPs are most
welcome). The second annual Pangbourne
College Classic Car Show is set for Saturday
3 June, 2017.
Not long after Charlotte Bamforth, wife of
James Bamforth (head of 6th form and Hon
OP), posted an image on Facebook of her
6ft 10-inch OP son together with her other
son Hamish, a current pupil.
A party of 32 students and five staff
members spent 17 rewarding days in
Uganda in July at the College’s partnership
school and main chosen charity, Nabugabo
Community Learning Centre (NCLC) in
central Uganda near the Equator. During
their time there, the group – which
brought with it donated clothing and other
equipment – helped to build washrooms,

Charlotte Bamforth + 6ft 10 inch OP son and
young Hamish

five latrines and a kitchen, and decorated
school rooms.
The College has supported NCLC for the
past three years. In February, 2016 more
than £19,000 was raised for the centre
at a charity dinner at Pangbourne. RSM
Colin Hearn, one of the travelling staff, said
later that he hoped the projects “would
massively improve living standards locally
because of how important it is to manage
and limit the spread of diseases like
malaria and typhoid there.” Added one of
the College students, Izzy Woodhead: “It
really hit home for a lot of us quite how
lucky we are.”
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PANGBOURNE COLLEGE
Spirit in Changing Times
charts the course of this unusual school since its foundation in 1917.

PANGBOURNE
COLLEGE
Spirit In Changing Times

Over the past century the College, known originally as The
Nautical College, Pangbourne, has played a prominent
role in national life, provided leaders in many fields and
developed a unique ethos and can-do mentality.
In this richly illustrated history commissioned by the
governing board the author, OP Robin Knight, tells the full
story regardless of the sometimes controversial situations
encountered by the school and its benefactors.
The book was be published in March, 2016 by Third
Millennium Information, part of Profile Books, The
Bookseller’s Independent Publisher of the Year in 2015.
It contains 12 chapters, 192 pages and 160 illustrations.

THE NAVAL CLUB
We hope that Old Pangbournians will
give serious consideration to joining the
Naval Club, full details of which are shown
in the advertisement opposite.
The OP Society enjoys a very good
relationship with the Club whose current
Chairman, Captain Evans is an Old
Pangbournian and is where we hold all our
meetings and Committee dinners.
The Club has a unique location in the
centre of Mayfair with excellent facilities.
If you need a London base during the
week we strongly recommend this Club
which provides everything you need at an
extremely reasonable cost.
If you would like further information
please contact the Chief Executive, Phillip
Ingham by email on cdr@navalclub.co.uk
or on 0207 529 5600.
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Robin Knight

To order a copy please send an email to
OP@pangbourne.com and an order form
will be sent to you.
The pre-publication price is £32.50 (+£5.50 p&p)
or £45 if you are ordering from abroad.
A leather-bound edition is available for £275.

