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Sir Steve Redgrave with Merrick Rayner

SOME WORDS FROM THE
OUTGOING CHAIRMAN
At the AGM on Tuesday 17th October I
stood down as Chairman of the OP Society
and David Nicholson was elected in my
place to take the reins for the next four
years. I wish him every success and believe
the Society is extremely fortunate to have
his unquestioned commitment to the role
with the very clear motivation of ‘giving
something back.’
It has been a very busy 12 months as the
College celebrated its centenary with
gusto at home and abroad. When I was
at Pangbourne in the early seventies, the
school was struggling to find a new identity.
We can all celebrate that in 2017 this is far
from the case – and to underline this the
College is full to capacity as I write. One
cannot exaggerate how much this is due to
the leadership of the current Headmaster,
Thomas Garnier, who has been so
instrumental in making Pangbourne what
it is today.
Whilst your Chairman I found this evolution
very inspirational and understood that we
needed to mirror the drive and success
of our old school in what the Society
does. I feel that the anniversary has been
extremely positive in this regard, with
good support from the OP community at
many of the events that took place. The
College also went out of its way to include
us. Nothing demonstrates this more than
my being placed next to Her Majesty The
Queen on the 9th May with fellow OP and
Chairman of the Governors Roger LaneNott on her other side.

The Development office at the College
under the direction of Karen Hartshorn
was responsible for delivering all the
events and supporting the OP Society.
It was in recognition of its contribution
to this exceptional year that its director,
Karen Hartshorn, was made an Honorary
OP at the AGM. The OP Centenary dinner
in Drake Hall attracted a record number of
OPs and this trend was repeated in many
other events that are reported in this
magazine.
Although we are still trying to get on top of
the OP database, and have tracked down a
considerable number of missing OPs, I like to
think that our communication with you has
improved. In particular, the regular email
Newsletter linking to the website keeps OPs
in touch with what is going on. Work is also
ongoing to improve our database as far as
networking information is concerned. We
now have two female OPs on the Society’s
Committee but still hope that we will get
more involvement from this group of OPs
which is now some 500 strong.
Whilst in office I had the massive support of
Robin Knight in terms of his wise counsel,
and huge contribution to the website
and, of course, editing this magazine. He
has now decided the time has come to
stand aside and pass the baton on to the
Development Office after this latest issue.
To help ease this transition, the precise
future working relationship between the OP
Society and Pangbourne College has been
updated in the form of a Memorandum of

Understanding. It may be viewed on the OP
website.
The social and sporting activities of the
Society are growing with sailing going from
strength to strength and good support for
the various golf events. I really encourage
all OPs to get involved and the best starting
point is to attend an OP Society meeting
which are good social events. The next
one is at the Naval Club on Tuesday 27th
February 2018 at 18.00 and all are welcome
to attend.
Finally, I would like to sincerely thank all
those OPs and members of the College who
have helped and supported me over the last
four years. Apart from close contact with
the College, I have also had the opportunity
to meet many OPs new to me during my
four years. This has been very special for
myself and Emma. Almost universally, OPs
are good fun and have an excellent attitude
to life. Many have very close relationships
with their contemporaries, who have been
their lifelong friends. It may be a cliché, but
we really do punch above our weight and
are to be found under almost every stone
including, for example, Buckingham Palace.
What binds us as OPs is a great shared
pride in Pangbourne College.

AN INTRODUCTION
FROM THE
INCOMING
CHAIRMAN
I joined the NCP in the September intake
of 1964 with the intention of joining
either the RN or the MN. In the event, I
went into industry and spent the last 35
years of my career in either the Oil and
Gas Construction and Exploration sector
or in Port Operations – so, to a degree, I
have fulfilled my ambitions of working in
or around ships which have maintained a
fascination for me since childhood.
I retired in January, 2016 and I have much
enjoyed my time away from the frenetic
pulse of business, using my Human
Resources skills and knowledge gleaned
during my career to undertake consultation
and mediation work. This has allowed me
to maintain an active mind and open soul!
For those of us who remain close to

the College, I believe that it retains
its uniqueness and independence, its
character and steadfastness in a changing
world whilst, at the same time, evolving
to meet the challenges which face all
educational establishments in our country.
I consider being offered the role of
Chairman of the OP Society to be a
privilege and one that I sincerely hope I can
fulfil to the satisfaction of all concerned.
I am all too aware that I have “big boots
to fill,” but I fully intend to continue the
high standards of service provided by my
predecessors as we set out together at the
beginning of the College’s second century.
My intention is to be inclusive, to continue
the momentum that has been established,
and to endeavour to encourage an active
interest in the Society among younger OPs
whose active lives and commitments may
preclude any direct interest in the College.
We all have this in common – we are Old
Pangbournians.
David Nicholson (64-68)

Merrick Rayner (68-73)
Chairman OP Society 2013-17

A MESSAGE FROM
THE OP SOCIETY
PRESIDENT
From my position as President I know that
Merrick Rayner has done a superb job as
Chairman 2013-17, especially during the
very busy Centenary celebrations in 2017.
At all times he has been hard working with
a good deal of drive, determination and
energy. From our point of view as OPs, he
has also been a great inspiration during the
centenary year, always being careful to align
the interests of the College and the Society.
In addition, as Chairman of the Society
he has achieved a great deal beyond the
centenary, making a number of welcome
innovations such as the regular email OP
Newsletter and always making sure that
the OP point of view was represented to
the College and to the governing Board.
Richard Shuttleworth (57-62)

David Nicholson (r)
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CHAIRMAN OF
THE BOARD OF
GOVERNORS
2017 was a stunning year in every way.
Not only was the centenary of the College
celebrated in a plethora of varied events,
but we also had a most memorable visit
by Her Majesty The Queen and His Royal
Highness The Duke of Edinburgh to our
Centenary Service and a luncheon and
parade by the entire school afterwards.
What memories!
The Queen was presented with a leatherbound copy of Robin Knight’s book ‘Spirit
in Changing Times.’ She then presented a
new colour to the College as well as her
own Queen’s Gold medals to the Joint
Chiefs Ellen White and Fred Taucher. What
an honour!
The Centenary OP Dinner was the best in
my experience and it was great that Bob

Roger Lane-Nott with HM The Queen May 9, 2017
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Roberts was able to get 12 of the unbeaten
1962 rugby XV together too.
The College had excellent A Level and GCSE
results and we started the academic year in
September with 423 pupils – the most ever.
The Headmaster has reported on 2017
in more detail elsewhere but suffice to
say the College is in a very good place at
present. But we are not complacent, and
we are all working toward the new College
Development Strategy from September,
2018. The plan aims to look ahead to the
next 5 years.
There are many issues we need to
consider including affordability, changing
demographics, and an alteration in our
core recruitment area. We know that
parents want to see their children more
often so we have to consider weekly and
flexible boarding and also adjustments
to the curriculum timetable to suit. On
another level, politicians are pushing hard
for independent schools to help state
schools more, and some new exam criteria
are coming in.

On the infrastructure side we have
completed the redevelopment of the
frontage to the Mess Hall and the
associated toilets and work has been done
on many items in the boys’ houses which
were needed.
We are now planning to refurbish the
existing swimming pool by Summer Term
2018. As well as the necessary replacement
of all the plant and a reduction in the
overall depth of water, the plans include
a complete refurbishment of the pool
surround and the changing rooms. These
rooms are the most ‘visible’ aspect of
the whole project, as they are in use
throughout the year.
Another project we hope to complete in
2018-19 is the refurbishment of the Study
Block and Science Blocks. This work will
include replacing all the windows, the
heating system and classroom internals.
At the river, we are considering some
realistic plans to regenerate our river
frontage with a new Boat House and the
refurbishment of the house. This is an area

where we will need OP financial support
and we will be launching an appeal.
The OP Committee has been very active,
and I believe it has done a great deal to
bring all OPs closer to the College. I hope
Old Pangbournians will feel that they are
part of our legacy and be proud of what
has been achieved over the last 100 years.
I certainly am!

Here I must pay tribute to Merrick Rayner
who has stood down as Chairman of the
OP Society and wish his successor David
Nicholson every success. Merrick has been
a staunch ally of the College and has done
a great deal both for the Society and the
College and I thank him for all his hard work.

his staff who have shown extraordinary
commitment, skill and hard work in a very
busy 2017.
I look forward to meeting many of you in
2018.
Roger Lane-Nott (58-63)

Finally, I would like to pay tribute to
Thomas Garnier, the Headmaster, and all

HEADMASTER’S
REPORT 2017
As mentioned by the outgoing Chairman
of the OP Society and the Chairman of
Governors, 2017 was quite a year for
Pangbourne College. Both have written
about the visit of Her Majesty The Queen
and HRH The Duke of Edinburgh, so I will
only add that it was a magnificent day
for the College: a real team effort to put
the day together, hundreds from our
wider community able to participate, and
worldwide media mentions and images.
The Centenary Service was one of dozens of
events held throughout the year. All were
worthwhile, but my highlights included
the February 2017 reunion in Auckland,
New Zealand; the OP Dinner in April with
Sir Steve Redgrave; the privilege of rowing
the Queen’s Row Barge Gloriana down
the course on the Sunday of Henley Royal
Regatta; and our 2017 Founders’ Day. Rear
Admiral Roger Lane-Nott CB took the parade
and prizes were presented by Professor
Bart McGettrick, the Emeritus Professor of
Education at Glasgow University and the
inspiration behind our College Flag Values.
The past year also marked the 35th
Anniversary of the Falklands War. His Royal
Highness The Prince Andrew, Duke of York,
was the Guest of Honour at the Annual
Service of Remembrance and Thanksgiving
in June attended by nearly 900 Falklands
veterans and their families. A few weeks
prior to that, 3 Brigade Air Squadron held
a reunion which involved five helicopters
landing on or near the Parade Ground
accompanied by a brass fanfare from a
combination of College and local musicians.
In what was sometimes a surreal year, this
event did not seem extraordinary!
Friday, 1 September 2017, was the actual
date of the centenary and to mark this
the College held a simple service in the
Chapel attended by about 50 OPs, staff

Thomas Garnier with the Founders’ Day Guest of Honour Professor Bart McGettrick

and parents. October saw a Flower Festival
in the Chapel, with the theme chosen to
illustrate the enormous changes which
have occurred in the academic, boarding
and co-curricular experience over the past
100 years. Finally, I travelled to Chicago at
the end of October (along with new OP
Society Chairman, David Nicholson, and
Director of Development, Karen Hartshorn)
for the first ever North American OP
reunion – a thoroughly worthwhile affair
with a very supportive group of OPs.
While the Centenary took up a large portion
of time, school senior management had to
remember our primary purpose: educating
our pupils, whether encouraging their
progress academically and in co-curricular
areas or overseeing their personal
development.

Academically, both GCSE and A Level results
day brought good news to Pangbourne
pupils. At GCSE, our pupils achieved a
100% A*-C pass rate in English and Maths,
with 97% of pupils gaining five A*-C grades.
English was a standout subject at GCSE
this year, with 64% of English Literature
students gaining an A* or A, and 61% of
students earning A*-A in English Language.
At A Level, our pupils earned a record
number of A* grades, and 27% of all
entries were awarded an A* or A. The A
Level mathematicians did excellent work,
with 64% of their entries achieving A* or
A. The end result is that, once again, over
three-quarters of the year group will be
attending their first-choice university, with
Bournemouth, Bristol, Exeter and Oxford
Brookes all popular choices this year. Finally,
5

Andrej Ivanovic, 2017 leaver and currently
Organist in Residence, has recently been
awarded an organ scholarship to St Peter’s
College, Oxford, for September 2018.
In the creative arts, the music department
entered the year as a completely new
department and flourished. The choirs
and Marching Band stood out, performing
challenging repertoire to a very high
standard. The College production for 2017
combined the talents of the drama and
music departments for an all-singing, alldancing production of Monty Python’s
Spamalot in February. This great show
performed to sell-out crowds all three
nights, and was highly amusing and
colourful. Finally, art and photography are
both flourishing under the direction of a
new Head of Art.
In sport, there were many individual
achievements over the course of the year.
Finlay Rossiter was selected as captain of
the England U16 Rugby team versus Wales,
which they won comfortably 40-22. Louis
Ellis was Vice-Captain of the South West
of England rugby squad and Alex Zenda
was selected to tour Canada with the
U18 England Independent Schools’ Lambs
Squad. In riding, Josie Symons represented

Great Britain in the Children on Horses
class in the Nations Cup (European
Championships) in Samorin, Slovakia. In
kayaking, Daniel Atkins was selected to
compete for Great Britain at the Olympic
Hopes Regatta in Racice, Czech Republic.
In team sports, the U13A netball and U13A
and B cricket teams had unbeaten seasons,
and the Senior Boys’ Tennis Teams only
lost one match. The Girls U14 and U16
hockey squads have both just completed a
fantastic term, winning progression to the
regional finals, as has the U18 indoor side.
Our equestrian team continues to go from
strength to strength, last year finishing
a very close second at the Royal Windsor
Horse Show behind a professional team
from Bahrain.
As the Chairman of Governors has written,
2017 also saw us complete some valuable
research with our wider community in
preparation for the next phase of the
College’s development, the 2018-23
strategic plan. Thank you to the 260 OPs
who participated in the online survey, as
well as College parents, staff and pupils. We
also did research with 43 families who went
partway through the Admissions process at
Pangbourne but ultimately chose another

school for their children. The messages
across the board were unified in terms of
Pangbourne’s strengths: the community
feel, the pastoral care, the ethos and
values, the small size and the traditions.
There was also alignment in what should
be priorities for future development:
some are highlighted by the Chairman of
Governors in his message, and more will be
communicated very soon.
To end, I would like to wish the outgoing OP
Society Chairman, Merrick Rayner, all the
best as he steps back from OP duties. In his
four years as OP Chairman he has worked
ceaselessly to promote the interests of the
OP Society and to encourage involvement
by OPs. He has been an energetic, strategic
and engaged Chairman. As he hands over
the reins to David Nicholson, I am confident
that the relationship between the College
and its alumni is as strong as it has ever
been.
Thomas Garnier

OP COMMUNICATIONS
If you have news about yourself or other OPs, the best
way to share it with OPs and the OP Society is via the
email address op@pangbourne.com It will then be
posted on our website at www.oldpangbournian.co.uk
A second option is to write to the OP Society c/o
Pangbourne College, Pangbourne RG8 8LA and your letter
will be forwarded to the Society.
Alternatively, there are active OP groups on LinkedIn and
Facebook which you can join.
The OP Society tweets @DevittHo and the College via
@PangColl, which also retweets many of the department,
Divisional and sports feeds.
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THE ROYAL VISIT,
MAY 9TH 2017
The Chairman of the Board with HM The Queen, on arrival

A wonderful event to mark the 100th
anniversary of the foundation of
Pangbourne College took place on Tuesday
May 9th, 2017 when Her Majesty The
Queen accompanied by His Royal Highness
The Duke of Edinburgh paid an eventful
three hour visit to the school.

The royal couple arrived by helicopter on
Big Side at 11.00am to be greeted by the
Chairman of the Board of Governors, Rear
Admiral Roger Lane-Nott (58-63) CB. The
party then moved to the Falklands Islands
Memorial Chapel to attend a Service of
Thanksgiving for the Centenary of the
College.

The Address during the service, on the
theme of Trust, was given by the former
Bishop of Rochester, the Right Reverend
Dr. Michael Nazir-Ali – now the Anglican
community’s special representative to
persecuted Christian communities around
the world. There was not a spare seat
in the chapel, ‘Eternal Father, strong to
save’ was sung with enormous gusto, the
Lesson was read with brio by the Senior
Scholar Rebecca Crossley, the Choir was
in fine voice for the anthem ‘Faire is the
Heaven’ and the Pangbourne College Brass
Ensemble was in terrific form.
A prayer of Thanksgiving for the Centenary
was read by the Headmaster Thomas
Garnier. It included a particular reference
to Old Pangbournians: “Almighty God,
we remember before you the 178 Old
Pangbournians and one governor who
gave their lives in the defence of this nation
in the Second World War. We thank you for
their sacrifice and also for the many Old
Pangbournians who have suffered in that
and other conflicts. We praise you for the
College’s legacy of service, for the many
who have dedicated themselves to the
Armed Forces and to the Merchant Navy
and for the wider good that students of
this College have offered to the nation and
the world.”

Going into Devitt House for lunch
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The Queen meets Drum Major Sasha Pokrovskaya (l) and Senior Scholar Becky Crossley (r)

St. George Division, led by CCC Ailsa Barrie, say goodbye to The Queen and The Duke of Edinburgh
8

Outside the Falklands Chapel, the royal
standard flew prominently from the
College flagpole and a large number
of photographers and reporters were
in attendance. Two welcoming lines
representing the Pangbourne community
stretched across the parade ground to
Devitt House allowing the royal couple to
meet a variety of pupils, parents and staff as
they moved to the beautifully- refurbished
Old Library room in Devitt for a two-course
lunch. Throughout, The Queen and The
Duke of Edinburgh were in sparkling form,
both recalling previous visits to the College
warmly and inquiring about the school’s
development today.
After lunch, a short ceremony was held in
the entrance hall to Devitt. A number of
those at the lunch were presented to The
Queen and The Duke and a leather-bound
copy of the illustrated centenary history of
the College was given to The Queen. The
royal couple then signed the visitors book

The Queen receives a leather-bound copy of
the College centenary history

New colours are presented to the College by
HM The Queen

before walking to a reviewing stand on the
edge of the parade ground for the final
event of the afternoon – a short parade by
all 410 pupils.

Thomas Garnier escorts The Queen on to the parade ground

The College, with the Guard detachment,
began by marching in good order on to
the parade ground which was ringed
entirely by spectators. The Marching Band
then played the National Anthem, a new
colour was presented by Her Majesty to
the College, The Queen’s Gold Medals for
2017 were presented by Her Majesty in
person to the Joint Chiefs, Ellen White and
Frederick Taucher, the maroon royal car
moved slowly across the parade ground
to the review stand, RSM Hearn called
for three cheers from the College for the
royal couple – and the memorable day
for everyone associated with Pangbourne
College came to an end.
9

AN OP DINNER TO
REMEMBER
Ron Obbard and Iona Sadler run the Bar during the dinner

Ed Winter, .James Landers, Tom Gent, Ken
Payne, Anna Wilson, Adam Kelvey, Megan
Gidden, Isabel Metcalfe

Elsie & Nat Rennie

Graham Simmons with Clare Morphy
(nee Whitehead)

What may have been the largest and most
memorable dinner ever held by the OP
Society since such events began in 1926
took place at the College in Drake Hall on
Friday evening, 21st April 2017.
A record 240 OPs signed up for the
centenary-related event. Reception drinks
were served inside and outside Drake from
6.45pm and dinner began at about 8.00pm.
Officially, the evening ended at 11.00pm
but long after that OPs were still in Drake
enjoying the evening, swapping life stories
and catching up with long-lost friends.
Grace was given by The Hon. Anna Sterling
(00-01). A loyal greeting from the OP Society
to The Queen, together with her reply, was
read out by Commodore Anthony Morrow
(58-62), Extra Equerry to Her Majesty,
before The Loyal Toast. This was followed
by a Toast to other members of the Royal
Family proposed by Rear Admiral Roger
Lane-Nott (58-63), Chairman of the Board
of Governors. The Toast to the College was
proposed by the Headmaster, Thomas
10

240 OPs attended

Garnier, followed by a Toast to guests and
absent friends proposed by Merrick Rayner
(68-73), Chairman of the OP Society since
2013.
A succulent three course meal included
home cured sloe gin salmon, duo of lamb
and whole chocolate crème brulee. A
generous bequest from Nigel Hollebone
(59-63), the late President of the OP
Society, subsidised some of the fine wines
offered with the dinner.
Speeches were given by the Headmaster,
the Chairman of the OP Society and the
Guest of Honour, Sir Steve Redgrave.

A screen behind them showed images
from outstanding sports achievements by
Pangbournians down the years.
In his remarks, Thomas Garnier talked
about the College, Then, Now and in the
Future. He presented an armada dish
commemorating the school’s centenary
to the author of the centenary history,
Robin Knight (56-61), and followed this
with a strong plea for OP backing of the
school’s current drive to increase its stock
of bursaries. The College was also raising
£100,000 in 2017 for external charities,
including the Nabugabo Community
Learning Centre in Uganda, and he asked

Good to see you again!

Anthony Clifford, Stuart Barton, James Carr, unknown, James Miles-Christiansen

Bill Bailey (58-62) with Garth &
Strachan McDonald, (57-62)

the College for the contribution it has made
to UK rowing since the 1960s and ended by
affirming his abiding mantra: “The more
you put into something, the more you get
out.”

Father and son OPs - Steve Davis (74-81) and
son Ben (10-13)

Georgia Francis (08-13) & Rev. Neil Jeffers

for OP support in this endeavour too.

Victor Gibson (56-59) and two new friends

Andrew Shanks (58-63)

Sir Steve Redgrave spoke revealingly about
the commitment needed to win gold
medals and world championships and
complete marathons (he once raised £7.8
million when doing the London marathon).
Breaking down tasks in training and in life,
he said, is the key to the sort of incremental
gains that can be made over time. As
chairman of the Henley Royal Regatta
committee, he finished by congratulating

Merrick Rayner used his speech to thank
the many people who had worked to make
the evening a success. They included the
Headmaster for allowing the OP Society
to hold the dinner at the College and for
providing overnight accommodation for 120
OPs, the Development Office including Karen
Hartshorn and Anne Huddart for making
most of the arrangements, Mark Huddart
for taking photographs of the evening,
and the caterers Iain Hedley and Kelly Ford
for their herculean efforts which included
transporting food from the Mess Hall (then
under reconstruction) to Drake Hall.
Moving on, Merrick thanked various OPs –
Robin Paine (55-58), Michael Duck (69-74),
Edward Bence (64-68) and James Allenby
11

(57-62) – who had facilitated centenary
events around the world this year. Two
peers present at the dinner – Lord Sterling
and Lord Mountevans (Jeffrey Evans 6166) – were hailed by name, with Merrick
thanking Jeffrey Sterling for lending the OP
Society the magnificent Queen’s Row Barge
Gloriana to row the course on the final day
of Henley Royal Regatta on Sunday 2 July.

Isabel Metcalfe

Also highlighted as an honoured guest was
Cherry Jenkins, partner of the Society’s
President from 2012-15 Nigel Hollebone
who died in 2015. To a standing ovation,
she accepted a gift from the OP Society in
Nigel’s honour.
Following the speeches, OPs began to
circulate around Drake. The bar, ably run by
Bursar Ron Obbard, Hon OP Andy Temple
and the Domestic Bursar Iona Sadler,
remained open to 11.00pm but many OPs
were to be observed with a glass in their
hand around the campus long after that.
Next morning more than 100 OPs turned
out in the Mess Hall from 8.30am for
breakfast. A Pop-Up Shop run by Anne
Huddart, carrying a selection of OP and
Centenary merchandise, occupied the top
of the hall and brisk business was done.

Michela Adams, Anna Metcalfe, Emma Reynolds, Cara Adams, Harriet Roxburgh, Emily Bennett

Too many OPs of all vintages attended
the Dinner to name all or even some of
them. Many had travelled from distant
parts including the USA, Spain, the Canary
Islands, South Africa, New Zealand, Canada,
Sweden and the Netherlands. Twelve of
the unbeaten 1962 1st XV occupied one
table in Drake and next day lunched with
Lionel Stephens (their coach) in The Swan.
It was notable, too, that there was a healthy
turnout of both young and female OPs.
At the other end of the age scale, Keith
Evans (33-37), Arthur Coxon (41-44) and
Richard Olden (42-46), all in their nineties,
made very welcome appearances. So did a
number of retired members of the teaching
staff including Ian Busby, Jim McBroom,
Robin Brodhurst, Alan Vasa and Graham
Simmons.
All in all, it was a memorable evening that
all those present will recall for years to
come. The College in its centenary year was
in good heart and so were OPs and the OP
Society.
Editor’s Note: Photographer Mark Huddart took 294
images of the dinner. To see them, go to https://
tinyurl.com/m36ye98

Roger Lane-Nott (59-63) with Anne Huddart of the Development Office
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Guest of Honour for the day was Professor
Bart McGettrick. In a memorable and
emotive speech, he said: “Governments
are obsessed with measured outcomes
in education, but an educated person
is a person who holds out their hands
to others. The Pangbourne College Flag
Values summarise those ideas.”

FOUNDERS’
DAY 2017

He emphasised that hope, love and
justice are the ‘real gifts’ of education
and urged people to remember the roses
that bloom in December – late bloomers.
He ended by saying: “The University of
Glasgow, where I am from, talks about
raising people to distinction. That is what
Pangbourne College does – raises people
to distinction.”
***
Adds Ian Williams (61-63): “We attended
the Centenary Founders’ Day. It was
great to see so many OPs there. Lots of
innovation on show - swimming pool plans
were confirmed, the prize giving involved
pupils and the whole procedure was very
well planned and executed.

President Richard Shuttleworth with incoming chairman of the OP Society David Nicholson on Big Side

The Centenary Founders’ Day at the
College surpassed expectation in glorious
sunshine on Saturday 8 July. The entire
College community came together in
large numbers for the special occasion
and enjoyed the opportunity to dress
colourfully. Gentleman, even, sported
dashing hats to protect themselves from
the stunning sky overhead.
The Marching Band led the opening
Founders’ Day Parade on a packed Parade
Ground in the morning at the beginning
of ceremonies. Led confidently by Drum
Major Sasha Pokrovskaya and this year
trained by the popular Bandmaster Mr
Jeremy Clack – it mixed the traditional
with the contemporary in a wonderfully
revamped repertoire which entertained
the crowds including an elegantly fun
rendition of the modern classic Happy by
Pharrell Williams
Prize Giving took place in a speciallyconstructed
Centenary
Marquee.

Chairman of Governors Rear Admiral
Roger Lane-Nott – who earlier had taken
the salute at the Parade – spoke first. He
told the seated audience on the Devitt
Lawn setting: “Wow - isn’t this amazing?
What a year it has been! I do not think
the College could have had a better
Centenary.”
Headmaster Thomas Garnier spoke next
and told the audience: “It certainly has
been a year to remember. I have been
thrilled that all the Centenary events we
have held have exceeded expectations.
As we stand on the threshold of the next
100 years, I am genuinely excited by the
possibilities.”
Mr Garnier’s speech included thanks
to leaving staff members and a special
presentation of a ship’s decanter,
engraved with the College’s Flag Values,
to the outgoing Bursar Ron Obbard, who
held the post for 15 years from 2002-17.

The Chairman of the Board, OP Roger
Lane-Nott, took the parade and the
Headmaster congratulated him at the
Prize Giving at his success in having lost
so much weight in such a short time to
enable him to get back into his uniform
– which brought a wry smile from Roger!
The Guest of Honour, Professor Bart
McGettrick of Glasgow University, is the
inspiration behind the College’s “Flag
Values” which have proved such a success.
He spoke very well too.
At lunch, we (myself and my wife Doh)
met Felicity Mullins. Those who were in
Auckland will almost certainly remember
the two Mullins boys who had flown in
from Queensland in search of any of their
father’s contemporaries who might have
been there (Dad was Chris Mullins 55-58
who served in the Merchant Navy and
died in Australia in 2012). Apparently,
Felicity has six grandchildren, three of
whom are in the UK with her youngest son
David – all either attending or about to
attend Pangbourne and living at the end
of the old Prince’s Drive! Quite a story.”
***
Mike Matthews (54-59) adds this
reflection: “A group of six OPs with links
to the Fifties decade attended Founders’
Day at the College on 8 July. Three of us
– Edward Pratt, Robin Bradley and myself
- had all been Cadets of that era whereas
Ann Hessey (née Medway) had worked
13

Lionel Stephens with Ralph Gibson (58-61)

as a Secretary in the Bursar’s Office and
so knew most of the names if not the
faces. Judy Bradley and my wife Delphine
made up our numbers. The only other
contemporaries we spotted were Richard
Shuttleworth, Robin Paine, John Whaley
and Mike Nicholson.
On arrival, armed with picnics, we headed
for Big Side with its impressive new
Hudson pavilion. By this time the main
formalities of the day such as the Morning

OPs on Big Side watching the T20 game
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Robin Bradley (54-58)

Parade and Prize Giving had happened.
The College v OP Cricket Match was
getting underway while we despatched
our victuals. We were joined for an hour
by Lionel Stephens (‘Steve’), now aged 91,
who had come in specially from Goring to
meet with us. He remembered us all so
vividly.
The Falklands Memorial Chapel was the
first port of call on our nostalgic cruise
around the campus after lunch. We sat

in on the start of the Concert before
nosing our way behind scenes to view
the Falklands Campaign artefacts and
memorials to some of the key staff
members of our era (Harry Sykes and
Cdr. John Mornement). A short walk
across the Parade Ground to Devitt
House took us into the fascinating,
recently-created display area on the
ground floor where we encountered,
amongst others, the Headmaster and
the College’s current Artist in Residence.

During the day OP involvement was well to
the fore. On Big Side, Chairman of the OP
Society Merrick Rayner (68-73) presented
OP ties and brooches to eight new
Honorary OPs – Jacqui Waller – Head of Key
Stage 3 and Teacher of Maths; Jane Davies
– Teacher of Modern Foreign Languages;
Dr. Clare Harraway – Teacher of English;
Dr. Beth Reynaert – Teacher of Chemistry
and Academic Manager; Viv Richardson
– Teacher of Biology; Will Ogilvie-Jones –
Teacher of Design Technology and Dunbar
Housemaster; Robert Kirby – Head of
Modern Foreign Languages; Philip Bates –
Teacher of Modern Foreign Languages and
Charity Coordinator.
At prize-giving awards linked to OPs or the
OP Society were also conferred. The Marcus
Graham (31-35) Art Prize was awarded to
Charlotte Crawford, the Ambrose White
(30-35) Prize jointly to Iain Bruce and Lily
Pearce, the Chris Mullins (55-58) prize to
Lily Grundy, and the Keith Evans (33-37)
prize awarded to a Form 3 pupil showing
the greatest potential for teamwork and
leadership to Dan Carpenter. A new prize,
the Nigel Hollebone (59-63) Centenary
Prize awarded to the pupil in Form 5
who demonstrates most clearly the
characteristics of a Good Citizen, was won
by Sophie Harrop. The Old Pangbournian
Prize awarded to the outstanding scholar
in the U6 went to Becky Crossley.
Marcus Graham was Chairman of the
Board of Governors 1968-78 and oversaw
the Nautical College’s evolution into
Pangbourne College in 1969. Cdr. Ambrose
White was Chairman of the OP Society
1973-78 as was Nigel Hollebone 2012-15
and for 25 years a governor. Chris Mullins,
who died in 2012, has a grandchild at the
College. Cdr. Keith Evans RN, now 98, has
claims to be the oldest living OP.

Well done!

From Devitt, we coasted down the hill
into the 1950s Study Area: a tantalising
mix of the familiar, the face-lifted and
the new. After that we poked our noses
into Drake Hall (why was it called that?)
all set up for the evening’s grand endof-term dinner dance. Then we tacked
our way back up to the Parade Ground,
thankful for the thoughtful cold-water
station en route, and found some chairs
from which to watch the Guard and Band
perform Beat Retreat. What an amazingly
choreographed performance they gave!
How nobody collided, collapsed or
dropped their musket I really don’t know.

Our final memory of the day was the
collection of caps wafted aloft by
champagne bubbles as the leavers let fly.
As an OP, it is refreshing to pay a return visit
to the College. It gives every indication of
being a ‘happy ship’ today with a talented
and spirited ship’s company of cadets.”

Her Majesty The Queen’s Gold Medals
for 2016-17 had already been announced
and awarded to the Joint Chiefs, Ellen
White and Frederick Taucher, during Her
Majesty’s visit to the College on May 9th.

Editor’s note: Drake Hall was constructed in 1923-24
out of materials taken from an old munitions factory
in Newbury. Why it was called Drake is unclear.

***

Founders’ Day - a good chance to meet again
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OP SPORT 2017

OP Yacht Club boats at RYS Haven Marina

SAILING
“In 2017 the OPYC was indebted to the
Royal Yacht Squadron for allowing it to
hold the Old Pangbournian RYS members
and Yacht Club Centenary Dinner on the
Platform of the RYS in June,” reports OPYC
Vice Commodore Merrick Rayner (6873). “OPYC members were also allowed
to moor their boats in the private Haven
Marina of the RYS over the weekend.
We had an extremely successful event with
76 people attending the dinner. Alderman
the Lord Mountevans of Chelsea (Jeffrey
Evans 61-66) and Lady Juliet Evans were
GoH and other notable guests were the
Headmaster, Thomas Garnier, Mrs Leah
Simpson and Miss Saskia Clark, Gold
Medal winner with Hannah Mills in the
Womens 470 class at the Rio Olympics
in 2016. Saskia talked about the work of
the Andrew Simpson Sailing Foundation.
She kindly brought her Gold medal to
the dinner which was passed around the
room.
An
introduction
was
given
by
Commodore Anthony Morrow (58-62),
also Commodore of the OPYC. Jeffrey
Mountevans was the main speaker
and made reference to the number of
outstanding sailors over the years who had
been to Pangbourne. He added that it was
regrettable that this legacy was not being
continued at the College today which does
not offer sailing on the current curriculum.
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Amongst OPs he mentioned were the
Olympic Games sailors, Rodney Pattisson,
Glyn Charles and Andrew (Bart) Simpson.

boat for an extra day preceding the race
and employed the skills of a professional
coach to whip us into shape.

During the evening, a live auction was
carried out by Merrick which raised
just in excess of £10,000 for the ASSF
(Andrew Simpson Sailing Foundation).
The OPYC would like to thank all those
who participated for their generosity. The
OPYC also recorded its thanks for the Nigel
Hollebone (59-63) bequest which helped
to fund the reception prior to the dinner
and provide some Port afterwards.”

This turned out to be a good move as we
sailed up and down wind in The Solent,
practicing and fine tuning our tacks,
hoisting the Spinnaker and jibes. With our
coach guiding us through every detail, by
afternoon the crew were working well as
a team, the communications where clear
and we all knew what we had to do and
when.

Four OP boats are known to have taken
part in the 2017 Round-the-Island race.
There was a total of 1,342 entries and the
OP results were as follows:
Wardance Farrier 32 – 9th overall. On
board: Paul Butler. Troubadour Swan 46 363rd overall. On board: Andy Roy, Mike
Stringer, Ian Kirton & Ralph Godfrey.
Jenn-oh-Jeanneau Sunway – 504th overall.
On board: Peter Kewish and family. Bright
Future Beneteau 39 – 533rd overall. On
board: Adam Kelvey, Emily Kelvey, James
Landers & Ed Nation.
The 2017 Arrow Trophy against alumni
of 24 Independent Schools took place in
mid-October. Preparations for this year’s
regatta “started early,” writes Peter
Kewish (Rear Commodore, Events, OPYC).
“We learnt from past years that practice
make perfect. In an attempt to improve our
chances of silverware, we chartered our

Friday evening the race crew met up
with the OPYC Support Rally expertly
organised by Ian Williams. Drinks kindly
hosted on board Andy Roy’s ‘Troubadour’,
kicked off the weekend’s social side and
continued with 20 of us in an Italian
Restaurant on Cowes High Street. This
now well-oiled race machine went out
on the water on Saturday morning with
high hopes. Four fleet races later we
knew that the competition was putting
up a tough challenge. Our position off the
start-line needed to improve significantly.
That evening, the Race Post Mortem
was washed down with drinks hosted by
Robin Batt both on Slipperway and on
the pontoon alongside. Our chairman,
Merrick Rayner had invited the crew
of Roedean to join us and they kindly
brought canapés. The group then split,
Support Rally to Murray’s and Race Crew
to The Cowes Yacht Haven for dinner and
prize giving.

The OPYC dinner at the Royal Yacht Squadron

The OPYC stand in the Mess Hall

Sunday morning saw the fleet split, the
top four from Saturdays racing went on
to Match Race whilst the remaining 21
boats had two fleet races to contend for
the Charterhouse Bowl. Unfortunately
for Team OP, our start line position had
not improved. However, in the final race
of the regatta, we had a cracking start at
3rd over the line. The light wind had also
improved as we closed-hauled it up to the
windward mark, holding our position. On

rounding the mark, the Spinnaker went
up as perfectly as it had done all weekend
but a bad jibe on the downwind leg and
we lost all the ground we had made. We
finished the regatta 14th which would
seem unfair considering how hard the
crew had worked and performed in both
practice and racing. However, the top four
boats had knocked off the usual winning
suspects, proving how high the standard
of sailing was this year.

The 2017 Crew: Peter Kewish – Skipper;
Hugh Botterill – 1st Mate; Ian Kirton;
Larry Howard; Olivia Quesnel; Oliver
James; James Morrow; James Minter;
David Ogden; Anthony Clifford; Andrew
Gilruth.
Anyone wishing to take part in the 2018
Arrow Trophy should email events@
opyc.org.uk In 2017 we had enough OPs
wishing to take part to crew two yachts, so
get in touch early!

The Gloriana

ROWING
OPs who rowed at Henley in 2017 included
Mark Mearing-Smith (98-05), stroking
the Auriol Kensington Wyfold 4, Michael
Warren (03-08) in the Vesta Thames Cup
8 at three, Cameron Smith (03-08) in one
of the City of Bristol Wyfold 4s, Georgia
Francis (08-13) in an Imperial and Agecroft
pair in the Women’s Double Sculls, Charles
Waite-Roberts (06-11) in the Prince of
Wales Leander quad and Rory Harris (1115) in the PoW but at bow in the Molesey
quad.

Merrick Rayner (68-73), chairman of the
OP Society, writes: “Sunday July 2nd was a
brilliant day with even the weather doing
its bit – a classic Henley day. It was good
to see the brainchild of Anna Sterling
(00-01) come to fruition with her father,
Lord Sterling, so kindly agreeing to let the
Pangbourne rowing fraternity row the
royal barge Gloriana down the Henley
course in celebration of our centenary.
We are also indebted to the Chairman of
Henley Royal Regatta, Sir Steve Redgrave,
for giving permission for this to take place
after the final race of the regatta.
Mark Mearing-Smith (98-05)
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The Gloriana

A great cross section from the Pangbourne
rowing community had been assembled
by the College. The crew looked very
smart in their singlets and there were
also positive comments about the rowing
standard as they came down the course!
Gloriana was followed down the course
by the beautifully restored Dunkirk little
ship MB278 as an escort which is owned
by Pangbourne and was proudly flying the
Devitt and Moore flag, Dunkirk little ships
burgee and Pangbourne College Blue
ensign.”
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The crew of ‘Gloriana’ was: Strachan
McDonald – 1961 1st VIII; Rob Hamilton
– 1963 PE Cup winner; Garth McDonald
– 1963 PE Cup winner; Graham Innes –
1971 PE Cup winner; Pangbourne’s first
rowing blue 1974-76 for Oxford University,
international sculler; Duncan Innes – 1971
PE Cup winner; world championships gold
medal winner; Graham Jex – 1971 PE Cup
winner; from New Zealand; Steve Cross –
1992 PE Cup winner; Mike Everett – 1992
PE Cup winner; Mark Hamilton – 1992 PE
Cup winner; Charles Duffield – 2003 PE
Cup winner; Charlie Shillito – 2003 PE Cup
winner; Ruben Reggiani – 2003 PE Cup

winner, Italian youth international; Ani
Cook – 2017 leaver and Captain of Boats;
Archie Anslow-Wilson – 2017 leaver and
Captain of Boats; Toby Garbett – Olympian
and Double World Champion, 2004 Olympic
pairs at Athens; Georgia Francis – current
senior international; Isabel Metcalfe –
former Girls first IV, Henley Womens’
Regatta semi-finalist; Philip Garnier – newly
promoted CCCC for 2017-18 and 1st VIII
rower. He stood in for Charles WaiteRoberts who was rowing in a Final at Henley
that day. Shaun Maynard (1963 PE Cup
winner) was in the original crew. Due to
injury, he did not travel from South Africa.

GOLF
The 54th annual meeting of the OP Golf
Society took place on Friday 9th June at
the bucolic New Zealand Golf Club near
West Byfleet, Surrey. In the end 18 OPs
appeared on the first tee on what turned
out to be a bright and breezy summer’s
day interspersed with occasional showers.
Many “big beasts” in the OPGS firmament
were unable, for various flimsy reasons, to
take part this year while Tim Lee (51-53)
had to pull out at the last moment with a
bad back. In their absence, the minnows
had a field day. Robin Knight (56-61)
won the President’s Cup in the individual
stableford competition with a gross score
of 80 and 39 pts. Runner up with 36 pts
was William Skinner (82-87).
Andy Wells (L) with Robin Knight

OPGS New Zealand GC meeting

Charlie Parry (81-85) won the ‘nearest
the pin’ prize for his tee shot on the short,
uphill 5th and Chris Waring (73-76), a
left-hander, won both the longest drive
prize for a fine tree-skirting effort on the
challenging 18th and the nearest-in-two
prize for his approach shot on the tricky
15th.
In the afternoon, a foursomes event
was competed over 18 holes with six
pairs under starter’s orders. The winners
turned out to be James Ellis & Gareth
Evans with 37 points. Runner ups were
Richard Parrett & William Skinner with 33
points. Fortunately, it was still light when
we finished so all enjoyed what was the
second prize-giving of the day (the first
had been after lunch) whilst sitting in the
sun. All very relaxing - and a good way to
end a fun day’s golf.
Chris and his brother Mark Waring (77-81)
were two of several welcome newcomers
to take part in what turned out to be a
most enjoyable event played in a friendly
spirit. Mark, after a career in the Army,
was retiring from the Services. Chris works
for Booker after an earlier spell in food
retailing. Other participants were Nigel
Ackerman, Conor Brown, Richard Parrett,
Andy Wells, Hugh Fraser, Wyndham
Halswell, Gareth Evans, James Ellis, Giles
Fuchs, Richard Sarsfield-Hall, Anthony
Clifford and George Gale.

The OPGS President’s Prize cup was
presented by R&A member John
Whitmore (44-47) in 1963. The first
winner, John Ridgway (51-55), lives near
Inverness today and is perhaps better
known for his rowing and yachting exploits
than for his golf. Charlie Parry has won the
event four times (1989, 2005, 2012, 2015).
Three-time winners are Matthew Arnold
(1990, 1991, 1998), Jamie Donaldson
(1997, 2002, 2008), Simon Broome (1970,
1971, 1973) and Robin Knight (2004,
2011, 2017).
In September the OPGS played its annual
match vs The College at The Berkshire
GC. Charlie Parry writes: “The sun came
out just as the College minibus arrived
at The Berkshire for our annual match.
They arrived with a team of 8 consisting
of pupils, staff and friends of the College.
Unfortunately for the golf team, a recent
victory in the Nat West rugby Cup meant
the next round clashed with our golf
match. Still their 8, swelled to 10 by two
OP’s playing for their team, meant we
were 10-a-side.
The first pairing of Charles Llewellyn and
Nick Beattie were out-driven on the tee
by the young guns of Hamish McNaught
and Ed Nash. Their experience kept them
in the match but they were finally beaten
2-1. The second pairing of Andy Campbell
and Hugh Fraser managed to keep more
balls in play than their playing partners
Jamie Perring and George Naylor and
recorded the OP’s first win.
The third pairing of Richard Guillaume and
Andy Wells battled against Joe Lewis and
James Hobby. In the end the steadiness
of Richard’s golf meant he scored well and
the match was won by the OPs. The fourth

pairing of George Gale and Anthony
Clifford fought a tough match against Neil
Jeffers and David Mullins (son of Chris
Mullins). The match ebbed and flowed
before Neil produced some consistent
and steady golf for their team to go 4 up.
Unfortunately, there were not enough
holes left for the OP team to mount a
comeback.
The fifth match had William Skinner
and Tom Copinger-Symes playing for
the College against James Ellis and
Christopher Reed. It was dark and raining
hard when they came in but James and
Chris were still smiling so we took it they
had won. The final result was 3-2 to the
OPs. A good result and put us back on our
winning ways after last year’s defeat.”
Two of the best OP golfers, Pip Smitham
and Charlie Parry, were also at The
Berkshire that day playing the final of the
OPGS Centenary Cup. A tight match was
decided on the 18th green and it was Parry
who rode his luck for a narrow victory.
Many thanks to Richard Givan for again
organising this most enjoyable knockout
competition which attracted 28 entrants.
We know that many more OPs play golf
and would urge them to contact the OPGS
through Charlie Parry at charlie@wardthomas.co.uk to take part in our various
activities. In 2018 the centenary Cup
will again take place. On April 11th we
are playing a greensomes match against
Huntercombe GC near Henley. On June
20th we break new ground by holding the
annual OPGS all-day meeting at Frilford
Heath GC near Abingdon. On October 2nd
our annual 12-a-side match vs the College
is set for The Berkshire GC, Ascot.
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RUGBY
A discussion on LinkedIn begun by Chris
Andrew (78-84) turned up a number of
OPs earning a living from or coaching rugby.
Chris is the driving force behind a ten-person
company called Roaring Rugby Ltd that
coaches 1,000 primary school pupils a week
in the skills of the game in the Wiltshire and
Bristol area. Previously he was employed by
the Bath Rugby Education Centre from 200611 and was part of the UK government’s
‘Playing for Success’ programme. Caroline
Spanton (96-98) is employed by the Welsh
RFU and runs women’s rugby in Wales. Joe
Harwood (09-11) coaches rugby for a living.
He has worked at the College as an external
sports/rugby coach and also coaches the
London Irish Community team as well as
head coaching Berkshire U18 Girls and
Newbury RFC Ladies.
Daryl Marfo (07-09), a prop forward, was
on the books of Harlequins RFC and since
then has played professionally for London
Welsh, Bath, Edinburgh and Scotland (see
OPs in the News). A contemporary of Daryl’s
at the College, Michael Channing (08-10),
plays rugby league professionally for London
Broncos and Wales. Until recently Richard
Boundy (79-84) was director of rugby at
Sale FC, the parent company of Sale Sharks.

Joe Harwood with the Berkshire Ladies

In Uganda Michael Keigwin (86-93), one of
two OP Reps in the country, has coached
the Uganda National 7’s and 15’s and is partowner of a vibrant rugby club. He wrote:
“Our young lads qualified for the Dubai and
Cape Town Sevens by winning the Africa
Nations Cup this year.” News of any more
OPs involved in the game gratefully received!

part has since been in contact with David
Metcalfe at the College or the OP Society to
let us know what happened..

A team of young OPs is rumoured to have
taken part in (and come second in) one of
the competitions run at the Bournemouth
7s festival in 2017. If so, no one who took

A T-20 game was played against a College
XI in glorious sunshine on Founders’ Day.
Despite repeated requests for a match
report, none has been forthcoming.

CENTENARY REUNIONS WORLDWIDE

New Zealand reunion

Organiser (and inspiration behind the
event), Robin Paine (55-58) reports from
Auckland, New Zealand: “The weather
gods were certainly looking down
favourably on Auckland as 93 OPs and their
guests, included in which were a select
few former Conway and Worcester cadets,
gathered at the Sofitel near the Auckland
20

waterfront on Friday evening, February
24th, 2017 for the start of the Pangbourne
Australasian Centenary Celebrations.
A ‘Welcome Pack’ had been delivered to
every hotel or private address around
Auckland where people had registered to
stay, consisting of an A4 size folder with

Daryl Marfo (07-09) on the field for Scotland ©
Glasgow Herald

CRICKET

the Centenary logo inscribed on it and
‘Auckland 2017’ underneath, in which
there was a 48-page booklet of the history
of the College. The event had been 18
months in the planning by a Committee
headed by Robin Paine (55-58) and
including Fran Crowther (94-96), (née
Pearson), Sam Strachan (58-62) and Geoff
Rae (53-56), and it got off to a good start.
The New Zealand Maritime Museum on the
Auckland waterfront was the focal point
for a large number of guests on Saturday
25th, starting in the morning with a tour of
the museum followed by an hour’s cruise
in the Heritage Vessel Ted Ashby around
Auckland Harbour. The Museum also
made available the ‘Classroom’ for two
well-supported talks by Thomas Garnier
on the current news and future plans for
the College, followed by a fascinating talk
by Commodore Anthony Morrow (5862) as the last commanding officer of The
Royal Yacht Britannia.
The main event of the celebrations
was a Gala Dinner at The Royal New
Zealand Yacht Squadron, located on the
waterfront. With the College ensign and
the Devitt & Moore house flag flying from

NZ Reunion - some of those attending

NZ reunion - the organiser Robin Paine (55-58)

NZ Reunion - Mike Nicholson (57-61)

the RNZYS flag mast, the venue inside the
RNZYS was the Quarterdeck Restaurant
on the first floor with its panoramic views
across the harbour, marina and city. Predinner drinks of New Zealand ‘bubbly’ was
provided courtesy of Nigel Hollebone (5963), a Past President of the OP Society, who
sadly succumbed
to cancer last
year, as part of
his legacy to the
Society to be
spent on liquid
refreshment.
The Royal New
Zealand
Navy
Brass
Quintet
played
a
selection of wellknown
tunes
as background
music
from
the
balcony
adjacent to the
NZ reunion - flags flying! restaurant.

The oldest OP in attendance was Barry
Thompson (42-45) living in Christchurch,
and the youngest Olivier Quesnel (03-10)
from UK, who between them spanned 68
years of the College’s 100-year history.
There were two other lady OPs present,
Fran Crowther and Anna Sterling (0001). Jonathan Priest (57-61), with an
appropriate name for the job in hand,
had travelled from Perth, WA, and gave
the Grace. The Loyal Toast was proposed
by Fran Crowther and a message from the
Chief Clerk to The Queen on behalf of Her
Majesty was read by Geoff Rae, followed
by Malcolm Burgess (Conway) on behalf
of Conway and Worcester, who proposed
the Toast to Absent Friends. Malcolm
emphasised the strong bond between the
three pre-sea training colleges, which still
exists to this day.
In the absence of any use for the six large
posters specially printed to illustrate
Commodore Anthony Morrow’s talk on
The Royal Yacht, Merrick Rayner decided
to have a silent auction of them with each
picture signed by the Commodore. As part
of the Centenary Celebrations, the College
was aiming to raise £100,000 for 100 years
of Pangbourne. The money raised was to

go to local youth and community groups
to fund educational projects.
After desert and coffee, the final three
speakers took to the lectern with Richard
Shuttleworth, OP President, starting
by proposing the Toast to the College,
followed by Roger Lane-Nott, OP and
Chairman of the Board of Governors, with
the Response, and Thomas Garnier, The
Headmaster, concluding the proceedings
with his Address.
The final part of the evening was a musical
performance by The Royal New Zealand
Navy Brass Quintet and the soprano,
Emma Sloman, from New Zealand Opera.
It was all over far too quickly, but everyone
returned home with happy memories of a
very special occasion.” Images of the event
may be viewed at https://www.flickr.com/
photos/pangbournecentenarynz/albums
***
Following the reunion in New Zealand, the
Headmaster, the Chairman of the Board
and the Director of Development flew to
Hong Kong. Michael Duck (69-74), the local
OP Rep, had organised a dinner for all OPs
in the territory and further afield in Asia.

Hong Kong Reunion - Robin Paterson, Jonathan Waring, Michael Duck (r)
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Guests at the centenary dinner in Hong Kong

Many OPs are, or have been, stationed in
Hong Kong over generations whilst serving
in the Royal Navy or the Army and also in
the then Royal Hong Kong Police force.
Many, too, have worked in the Trading
houses, the Shipping companies and the
port and also as pilots for Cathay Pacific
Airways. Later, he reported:
“We celebrated the 100th anniversary of
the foundation of Pangbourne College in
fine form at the Hong Kong Club in the
beautiful Hong Kong room. A splendid
dinner was held, attended by the
following: Thomas Garnier; Roger LaneNott (58-63), Karen Hartshorn, Michael
& Jasmine Duck; Francesca Duck (St
George 05-07), Robin Paterson (Illawarra
69-73), Jonathan Waring (Illawarra 9698; Macquarie 98-01), Tim Hurman
(Macquarie 90-96) and Yumi his spouse,
Rob Sallons (Port Jackson 77-82), Philip
Low (Hesperus 87-92), Simone Burton
(Mother of Courtney; Illawarra 09-14),
and Mike Jones (Illawarra 62-66).

West Country centenary lunch

Around 80 OPs and their partners in the
West Country attended a memorable
centenary reunion lunch at the Berry Head
Hotel in Brixham, Devon on Friday, 7th
April in glorious weather. Much thought
and planning had gone into the occasion.

At the dinner, I gave short talk about the
local Pangbourne Worcester Conway
Association as it was when I arrived in
1986, and the History of the Hong Kong
club which at one stage had been a club
for Master Mariners. It was an apt place
to hold this dinner. Roger Lane-Nott gave
an update on the College today and the
challenges it faces, and Thomas Garnier
spoke eloquently, as always, on what the
Pangbourne ethos is, and the success of
the school today. Thomas also said Grace
and a delightful dinner was then had by
all. We hope to replicate the evening in
the not-too distant future.”
***
West Country reunion, Berry Head Hotel, Brixham
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The owner of the hotel, Edward Bence
(66-70), went out of his way despite a very
busy weekend ahead of him, to ensure
that the function room, food and drink all
sparkled. A fine collection of Pangbourne
memorabilia had been gathered including

Emma Draper (96-00) speaks at the West
Country lunch
West Country reunion

some fascinating You Tube films of life at the
College ranging between 1933 and 2016. A
large Devitt & Moore flag hung in the room,
many old photos had been collected and
small D&M flags placed on each of the four
long tables arranged in a rectangle.
The task of organising the lunch had fallen
to Dr. James Allenby (57-62), a Devonian
who practised as a GP in Tavistock area for
many years. Pre-lunch drinks were served
on the terrace overlooking Torbay. Once
all the guests had moved inside to the
beautifully-appointed Mulberry Room for
lunch, Grace was given by Edward Bence.
Edward bought Berry Head hotel in 1994
when it had a leaking roof and just six
functioning bedrooms and has since built it
into the leading hotel in the area that befits
its superb location overlooking the sea.
James Allenby began by warming up
proceedings with some recollections of
his time at the NCP in the early 1960s.
He was followed by the Guest of Honour
– another Devon resident, Emma Draper
(nee Cork; 96-00). She did a fine job
in her talk to the largely masculine OP
audience in describing her time at the
College in the 1990s and the great changes
that occurred during that decade. The
Response was given by the Chairman of
the OP Society Merrick Rayner (68-73)
who brought everyone up to date with the
centenary celebrations and gave the toast
to ‘Pangbourne College.’ Lunch followed
after which Dr. Allenby decided the time
had come for some singing and led the
gathering in a strong rendition of The Navy
Hymn, ‘Eternal Father, strong to save…’

son Sam had travelled from Pangbourne
to attend and to brief well-wishers on the
College Today – and also to sell half a dozen
copies of Robin Knight’s centenary history
of the school. Robin and his wife Jean were
there too from London, and coincidentally
celebrating their 45th wedding anniversary.
Among the many other OPs at the lunch
were Robin Lavery (55-59), happily
recovering from a heart attack, and his
NCP contemporaries Reg James (54-58),
Jeremy Ainslie (55-59), John Whalley (5558), Peter Broadbent (55-59), Michael
Shuttleworth (55-58), Peter Roe (55-59),
Michael Groom (55-59), Peter Broadbent
(55-59), Ivar Helberg (56-60), Roger Taite
(56-59) and Ewen Southby-Tailyour (5559). Graham Fry (56-60), a long-Lost OP,
put in a surprise appearance which was
most welcome. Sir Michael Layard (49-53)
and his wife had driven from Somerset.
Other very welcome attendees were two
retired RN officers – James McCoy (5153) and AJR (Sandy) Watson (54-58).
Geoff Popple (58-62), who is in England
for the summer, arrived from Cape Town.
His contemporaries at the lunch included
Jonathan Armstrong (56-60), Tim Dow (5862), Richard Coles (58-62) and David KeithWelsh (58-62).

The senior OP present was Arthur Coxon
(41-44) who driven from his home near
Cardiff; Arthur had recently celebrated
his 90th birthday and was in fine form.
The youngest OP was Sally Graddon (nee
Clare; 98-00) who has turned her back on
a medical career and is now a Life Coach to
professional women based near Barnstable.
Other OPs at the lunch included Frank Cox
(55-59), Julian Wiggins (66-69), Michael
Stringer (66-69), Jonathan Spencer (7377), Simon Scott-Priestley (66-70), Chris
Ledsam (64-68) and Malcolm DudleyWilliams (61-66). Following the lunch and
speeches, OPs moved into the garden for a
group photo before, reluctantly, dispersing.
It was a very fine reunion – full of bonhomie,
nostalgia for the NCP past, and pride in the
College’s successes today.
***
Michael Askwith (59–63) and Ralph
Godfrey (60–64) and wives Celia and Trish
helped to organise a pot luck centenary
lunch and tea gathering at Michael’s home
on the beach at Bracklesham Bay, near
Chichester, in July.
“Twenty-five contemporaries from the
1950’s and 1960s eras, mainly from the
southern counties, attended, including

Karen Hartshorn, the Director of
Development at the College, and her young
A centenary - tea party at Bracklesham in July
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Drinks beforehand were on the patio at
Louis’ house and after the meal there
was alleged to be dancing under the stars
around the pool back at Chez Carrel.
***

Memorabilia at the Sussex tea-party

wives/partners and two Old Worcesters,
although unfortunately no Old Conways.
Blessed by delightful weather, a
magnificent view of the sea, copious food
and drink, and a memory lane well-trodden
as folk reminisced and perused Michael’s
collection of more than 50 NCP Logs and
Pangbournian Magazines spanning the
full 1959–2017 period, it was a wonderful
opportunity to get together and catch up
on past careers and more recent activities
in retirement,” Mike reported later. OP
participants were: Michael Askwith (5963), Ralph Godfrey (60-64), Perry Abbott
(59-63) Merrick Rayner (68-73), Ian
Williams (61-63), Robin Batt (61-64), Greg
Cumming (59-64) Wyndham Haswell (62–
65), Robert Ogden (60-64) Robert Ross
(60–64), Michael Stringer (66-69) and
Keith Townson (60-64).
***

The same weekend a small but enthusiastic
band of OPs, Honorary OPs and partners
gathered in Chicago on 27-28 October
for the first known OP event in North
America. The Hotel Sofitel, located just off
the Magnificent Mile and very near the
John Hancock Tower, was the base for the
event and those present took advantage
of the location to visit many of Chicago’s
fine attractions.
The weekend proceeded in a similar
format to the successful Auckland
weekend of February, 2017: a drinks party
on Friday evening at the Sofitel, a river
and lake boat tour on Saturday afternoon
and a black-tie dinner at the Chicago Yacht
Club on Saturday evening. At the dinner
the Headmaster, Thomas Garnier, spoke
about the current state of the College and

A small, but noteworthy centenary lunch
was held in Cyprus on 27 October by the
OP Rep on the island, Louis Carrel (6267), and Mike Jones (62-66). The pair had
hoped that other OPs might appear at
the venue, the internationally-renowned
Syrian restaurant, Georgiou A, in Limassol,
close to Louis’s house, but none did.
The Chicago reunion
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plans for future development, and many
very insightful questions and comments
were taken from the assembled OPs.
Guests travelling from the UK for the event
included the newly-installed Chairman of
the OP Society David Nicholson (64-68),
Phillip Plato (73-77) and his wife Barbara,
and Larry Howard (05-11). Larry piloted
the British Airways jumbo jet which also
brought in the HM and the Director of
Development Karen Hartshorn. Most
US-based guests travelled a distance for
the event including Julian Coles (59-63),
Peter Lonstrup (71-76), Gyles Thornely
(88-93), Michael Keigwin (86-93), Richard
Kendall (75-79), and, from just across Lake
Michigan, Tiger Leahu (70-74). A huge vote
of thanks went to Charlie Bown (73-75) and
his wife Ann, who between them instigated
and masterminded the arrangements
for the weekend. They even managed to
persuade the hotel to fly the Pangbourne
College flag and for the Chicago Yacht Club
to take an external group which they would
not normally consider.

OTHER REUNIONS
2017
Probably the most unusual reunion of the
year took place at the start of April when
65 members of the extended Devitt family
gathered for a celebratory lunch in Devitt
House. The event had been organised
by Richard Devitt (53-58), a former vice
chairman of the Board of Governors.
Other OPs who attended the most
enjoyable event on a glorious day were
Timothy Devitt (81-86), James Harrison
(81-87) and Ian Kirton (81-88), former
Governor Sir James Devitt, shareholder
Simon Greenwood, Robin Knight (5661) in his capacity as the author of the
College’s centenary history as well as
Roger Lane-Nott (58-63), chairman of
the Board of Governors, the Headmaster
Thomas Garnier and the Director of
Development Karen Hartshorn. Many
of the family had never met each other
before and seemed proud and delighted
to learn of the enduring legacy of Sir
Thomas and Sir Philip Devitt who had
founded the Nautical College one hundred
years earlier.
At the OP Centenary Dinner on April 21st,
2017 12 members of the unbeaten 1st XV
in 1962 reunited for the first time in 55
years. Shown in the image are: Back row
– David Hamner, James Neale, Roddy
Adams, Shaun Maynard, Julian Coles,
Chas Realf, Andy Shanks. Front row
– Bob Roberts, Mike Ramsden, Roger
Lane-Nott, Less Byrne, Robert Wingate.
One member of the team, the “tower of
strength” No. 8 G.F.M. Thomas, was in
Kenya on grandfatherly duties and unable
to attend. Openside wing forward C. Race
has died. And one, the “reliable” full back
A.A. Wilson, could not be traced.
The reunion was organised by the
speedy left-wing Bob Roberts who, along
with flyhalf Les Byrne, later played for
the England Under-19 XV. The current
Chairman of the Governors at the College
and the hooker and captain of the 1962
side Roger Lane-Nott enthusiastically
supported the initiative. Prop Julian
Coles had travelled from the USA, second
rower Shaun Maynard from South Africa,
blindside wing forward Mike Ramsden
from India and scrum half Andy Shanks
from Spain.
On the day after the dinner, the team
reconvened in The Swan pub in the village
to lunch with their coach Lionel Stephens.

The Devitt family lunch

The 1962 1st XV reunion

Steve later wrote: “The lunch at The Swan
was, for me, a very emotional occasion.
The OP who initiated this was Bob Roberts
who took three months to trace the team.
I had met only four since they left. The
others were totally unrecognisable. At the
end, I was given a lovely card and a 1st
XV rugby shirt with all their names on it…
It was one of the most moving occasions
of my life.”
Bob Roberts added: “What a magical
weekend, like a fairy tale. I keep expecting
to wake up and find it was a wonderful
dream. Was it real? As Mike Ramsden
put it: ‘Fifty-five years transformed itself,
seeming like just yesterday, a sci-fi Back
to the Future.’ Every one of us took a
leap of faith to make the journey, some
at considerable expense and family
inconvenience. Wow, did it exceed
expectations. A memory of a lifetime!”

The ‘62 XV with its coach

Michael Duck (69-74), the OP Rep in
Hong Kong, attended the Henley Royal
Regatta in 2017 with his wife Jasmine and
son Simon (05-07). Whilst there they met
Geoff Peters (70-73) and Steve Bean (6873) and their partners.
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Joe Clinch (50-55) organised a lunch at
the College in September for a group of
OP contemporaries and Lionel Stephens.
Afterwards, he wrote: “The lunch was part
of a reunion of a small group of us from
the class of 1950 or thereabouts prompted
by the 100th anniversary of the College –
for most of us, our first meeting with each
other since leaving the College! We chose
a Sunday parade day so that we were able
to see the current students at their best.
Most of us also attended morning Chapel
– a full house with confident readings from
the students.
The ‘62 XV at lunch at The Swan

Jimmy Neale (l; 58-63) at the 1962 1st XV reunion

Steve joined us for lunch in the Mess Hall
– the one surviving link with the staff at
the time we left the Nautical College. As
one of us observed, it is a remarkable fact
that two teachers – Harry Sykes and Lionel
Stephens – have had an involvement with
the school for the full 100 years of its
existence! All in all, a very enjoyable day.
In the photo, on the left side going down
the table the OPs are: Richard Jenyns
(49-55); Peter Dalrymple-Smith (51-53);
Richard Walton (49-54); Bob Hill (50-55);
Peter Murison (50-54). On the right side
going down the table: Jenny Hopley (Peter
Tambling’s driver from Dorset); Peter
Tambling (50-53); Tim Lee (51-53); Joe
Clinch (50-55); and Jeremy Collingwood
(50-55).”
Sixteen 1987 leavers gathered at the
College on Trafalgar Night, October 21 for
a 30-year reunion black-tie dinner. Richard
Elson (80-87) reported later that it had
been an excellent evening, with plenty of
sore heads the next morning to attest to
the occasion. He promised more detail
about this reunion and dinner but none
had appeared at the time the magazine
went to press.
Four OPs – Don Barton (47-52), Brian
Matthewson (47-50), Richard Strachan
(58-62) and Geoff Rae (53-56) – attended
the annual lunch of the Conway, Worcester,
Pangbourne Association in Queensland
on November 11. At the last moment
Kimberley Wright (03-07) had to pull out
owing to pressure at work.

Michael Duck (69-74) at Henley with Geoff Peters (70-73)
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It was a full house at the ever-popular
Over-60s sausages-and-mash lunch at the
Turf Club on Pall Mall on November 21,
kindly hosted as usual by Mark Dumas (6468). A total of 39 OPs were present ranging
from Guest of Honour Keith Evans (3337) who had recently celebrated his 98th
birthday to “youngsters” such as Robin
Paterson (69-73) and Merrick Rayner (6873). The Headmaster, Karen Hartshorn and
Lionel Stephens turned up – Steve was in

excellent form. Thomas Garnier brought
the gathering up to date with events at the
College. It was good to see Adrian Stow
(54-58) and Steve Taylor (55-60) as well
as Louis Carrel (62-67), back in the UK for
a visit from Cyprus. Welcome first-timers
at the lunch included Mike Davis (60-64).
Rob Sargent (62-65) had travelled from
Lincolnshire, his brother Sam (56-60) from
Essex, Anthony Fenwick-Wilson (53-57)
from Herefordshire, Tim Dow (59-63) from
Somerset and Geoffrey Temple (62-66)
from Derby. The newly-installed chairman
of the OP Society, David Nicholson (6468), gave a short speech after lunch which
he used to highlight Keith Evans’s many
contributions to the College and the OP
Society.
The Joe Clinch reunion lunch

The 1987 leavers reunion dinner

CWP reunion, Queensland - the OP contingent

The 2017 Over-60s lunch
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KEY DATES IN 2018
19TH FEBRUARY
Military OP Alumni meeting at the Naval Club,
38 Hill Street, Mayfair, starting at 1800 hrs.
If you plan to attend, contact
mopsconvener@gmail.com
22ND FEBRUARY
Annual OP Reunion in New Zealand at the
Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron, Auckland.
Noon for 1.00pm. To attend, contact Robin
Paine at rs.paine@btinternet.com or Fran
Crowther at frazzie99@hotmail.com
27TH FEBRUARY
OP Society Committee meeting at the Naval
Club, 38 Hill Street, Mayfair, London W1J 5NS
at 6.00pm. All OPs are most welcome to attend.
11TH APRIL
OPGS/Pangbourne community afternoon golf
match vs Huntercombe GC, Henley-on-Thames.
To play, contact Robin Knight at
k7ght@btinternet.com
20TH APRIL
Annual OP Society reception/dinner,
6.30 – 8.30pm at Pelham’s, Warner Stand,
Lord’s Ground, London NW8 8QN.
Details and tickets from Karen Hartshorn at
development@pangbourne.com

NEWS OF OPs

Val Were with Robin Paine

22ND MAY
OP Society Committee meeting at the Naval
Club, 38 Hill Street, Mayfair
followed by supper (£30 a head). If you plan to
attend, contact the Development Office at
development@pangbourne.com

7TH SEPTEMBER
OPYC – RORC Cherbourg race.
Details: Peter Kewish at peter@kewish.co.uk
29TH SEPTEMBER
OPYC – Nab Tower race.
Details from Peter Kewish at peter@kewish.co.uk

20TH JUNE
OP Golf Society summer meeting,
Frilford Heath GC, Abingdon OX13 5NW.
Details from Charlie Parry at
charlie@ward-thomas.co.uk

OCTOBER (DATE TBC)
OPYC Arrow Trophy.
All OPs wishing to take part contact
Peter Kewish at peter@kewish.co.uk

25TH JUNE
Summer reception, 6.00pm for 6.30pm City
& Livery Group, HQS Wellington, Victoria
Embankment, London WC2R 2PN - Details from
sinclairrogers@btinternet.com

2ND OCTOBER
OP Golf Society match vs the College,
The Berkshire GC, Ascot SL5 8AY.
To take part, contact Charlie Parry at
charlie@ward-thomas.co.uk

29/30 JUNE
OP Gala Weekend, Royal Yacht Britannia,
Edinburgh. To attend, contact Robin Paine at
rs.paine@btinternet.com

6TH OCTOBER
OP Society 85th AGM & Committee meeting at
the College. Further details from the Development
Office at development@pangbourne.com

7TH JULY
Founders’ Day at the College.
Further details from Karen Hartshorn at
development@pangbourne.com

12TH NOVEMBER
Remembrance Sunday Morning Service
at the College. OP ticket applications to
development@pangbourne.com

7TH JULY
OPYC – Round the Island race.
Details from Peter Kewish at
peter@kewish.co.uk

20TH NOVEMBER
Over-60s lunch at The Turf Club.
Places are limited. To attend, contact Mark
Dumas at Mark@Dumas.be

Val Were (Hesperus; 38-41) is one of only
two born-and-bred OP New Zealanders.
He had hoped to attend the centenary
reunion weekend but decided a couple of
weeks prior to the event that he wasn’t
up to it. He did, however, receive a
‘Welcome Pack’ at his retirement village
in Auckland with all the ‘goodies’ in it,
including a short history of the College,
from the organiser Robin Paine (55-58).

was senior 4th (officer) on Stirling Castle
and moored next to us was one of the R
class chilled cargo ships, I think it was the
Richmond Castle. Its 3rd officer was taken
ashore to hospital and I was drafted in to
take his place. Cliff was the 2nd officer
and was slotted in to 3rd. This was my
first experience as a solo watch keeper
and I was very grateful for his support.

The death in November, 2016 of EAC Paul
(47-49) led to a search for any fellow
OPs who sailed with him in the Union
Castle shipping line. Patrick Daley (4750) was one of them, and he got in touch
the next month to update us on his life.
“There are five names on the list – CA
Brown (52-55), SLG Cazalet (48-52),
CJD Cambridge (53-56), DA France (4851) and AP Rea (49-52) – which I don’t
recognise. I knew Cliff Bragg (46-49) long
before I left Pangbourne. There was one
occasion when we met rather quickly. I

I sailed with Eric Paul on the Kenilworth
or Drakensberg Castle. They were sister
ships. With regard to Mike Long (45-48),
I can only report on the occasion of my
first posting. It was a war-built tramptype ship, the King James. I joined King
James along with Mike in mid-September
of the same year. Mike had already been
at sea for nearly two years and he was a
great friend in helping me, the novice.
He was also studying for the Law and
had hopes of leaving the company. Some
two or three years later, it was widely
understood that he had gone ashore and
was married.
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For myself, I came ashore in October,
1959. My first job after Union Castle was
as a trainee media type in the Press and
TV buying department of a fairly large
London advertising agency. After two
years the agency lost two large clients
and yours truly, along with 23 others,
started to look for a new job. I think
that the training at sea, and at the NCP,
was far more practical and hands on,
to the extent that I felt that ad. people
seemed halfway up the wall. Not for
me. I then stared selling advertisement
space with a small company and found
that I was good at selling. Then a move
to one of the technical publishers within
the IPC Group. Five years after leaving
the agency, I joined the Institution of
Mechanical Engineers (IMechE) as Sales
Manager on their mainstream journal.
During the next 11 years the publishing
division became a trading company. In
1980, I was appointed Managing Director,
which required me to move to Suffolk. I
travelled most of the world and enjoyed
every minute. Thank you, NCP!
I retired at the end of 1994, to live in
a 17th century thatched cottage, just
outside Bury St Edmunds. Sadly, my rural
dream had been shattered with the early
death of my wife in 1992. Work with the
community came as a saviour, usually as
treasurer or secretary with the Bury St.
Edmunds Rotary club, our local church,
the Suffolk Wildlife Trust and Suffolk
Freemasonry. During all this time, and
without a break from Croft House in 1947
to his death in 2007, I remained friends
with Chris Denny (47-50). He entered
the RN in 1951, worked in the newsprint
business and, like Eric Paul, spent very
many years with IBM. I have enjoyed my
life and many friendships. I have actually
enjoyed my last 24 years as a free spirit,
and it is the ideal way to keep young and
reasonably fit even if 84 is a bit too close.”
Philip Bellamy (48-53) lives in
Switzerland. In retirement, he spends
much of his “free” time making radiocontrolled boats and now has a fleet of
some 30 or more boats, most of which
are models from the Coastal Forces.
Through model boat building he got to
know another OP resident in Switzerland
– Chris Gilson-Taylor (57-61). Philip also
is a major contributor to, and Honorary
Vice President of, the Surface Warship
Association.
Instead of going to Dartmouth from the
NCP, Philip was employed by the Ministry
of Defence before going to university for
five years to gain a B.Sc. and then working
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on several defence projects until 1961.
At that point he got an offer to go to
Switzerland to work on guided missiles.
This proved to be a short-lived job as the
Swiss decided to buy a missile off-theshelf rather than build their own. Philip’s
next project involved him designing,
building and testing the main chassis for
the ESRO 1 satellite – the first European
satellite. This meant working in France
and Holland. Once the ESRO 1 project
ended Philip set up a company with the
Eurotherm Group to work on industrial
process control systems – a business that
lasted to his retirement.

Jeremy Sanders (l) & Richard Devitt in the
Arctic Circle 2016

Richard Devitt (53-58) and Jeremy
Sanders (56-60) met by chance near the
Arctic circle in 2016. Richard told us: “I
was accosted by a very Pangbourniantype voice, saying ‘You’re Devitt, aren’t
you? You won’t remember me – I was
junior to you at the NCP’ – and the ‘smallworld’ clause sprang into action. In the
photo we’re enjoying a joke, probably
about ‘Mobbers’ (Max Findlater)! Earlier
in the trip, and there were only 100 of us
on it, I had found someone I had been at
prep school with!”
Admiral Mike Harris (54-59) contacted
the Society at the end of 2016 to “tell
you, rather diffidently, that I have
recently joined the ranks of paid authors,
in the shape of a new entry in the Oxford
Dictionary of National Biography. This
came about because, well after I left the
RN, I became aware of the existence of
‘Lofty’ Power, a supreme naval war-fighter,
who was still too junior in 1945 to have
become famous. He was instrumental
in the planning and execution of all the
Allied landings in North Africa, Sicily and
Italy.
Promoted Captain at the end of 1943,
Power became a brilliant Captain (D),
culminating in the ambush and sinking of

the Japanese Heavy Cruiser Haguro in the
Malacca Straits in 1945. Later, he was the
commander of the Anglo-French Carrier
force at Suez in 1956. As Admiral Sir
Manley Power, he was CinC Portsmouth
as I joined the Navy in 1959. Gradually
finding out more about him over the years
led me to completing an MA in Biography
at the University of Buckingham recently,
with a view to turning my thesis in to a
book. I’m happy to say that the examiners
gave me a Distinction, and stated that it
‘is of publishable standard in its present
form’.”
Colin Howard (56-60) joined the Army
from the NCP. He describes his military
service as “undistinguished…the nearest
I came to action was sitting in trenches
in the New Territories (Hong Kong) at
the time of the Red Guards.” But it was
in the Army, as commander of the first
anti-tank missile platoon, that he began
the electronic education that became
the “defining thread of my career.” He
left the Army in 1967 and became a
network planning manager at Burmah
Oil, tasked with creating a paper-based
accounting system for petrol forecourts.
This was later adopted worldwide by oil
companies. The following year Colin set
up a contract management company to
service management requirements for
the UK oil industry on petrol forecourts.
By 1976 he was developing the first
online credit card transaction system in
the world for Barclaycard. This led to the
development of advanced point-of-sale
devices to capture retail information.
In 1983, in another pioneering initiative,
Colin installed the first digital dealing
room in the world and four years later
created the first electronic stockbroker
service. In 1991 his company was acquired
by the BT-owned Sharelink business. He
then moved on to develop a pre-internet
library subscription system across Asia,
create the first business-based Internet
Service Provider, and work with Cisco
to build the first banking firewalls. In
1997, his company was acquired by
Level 3 as the base for its European
expansion. During the past 20 years Colin
has remained active in the computer/
digital/electronics field, creating two
online commodities exchanges and the
software deployed by a swaps exchange.
In 2007, he won a competition to supply
the Nepalese Stock Exchange with digital
equipment still in use today. Three years
ago, he set up a specialist provider of
security solutions called Satswana www.
satswana.com to resolve criminality
issues in commodities trading. In 2017 he
founded the DPO Centre Ltd.

“I continue to work, probably too
terrified that I will get out of date to
stop,” he says. As well as work, he had a
fun period in amateur motor racing (Irish
Rallycross champion 1983), acquired a
pilot’s licence and a few classic cars, and
now owns “a very nice boat” that he
has sailed around the Med. and North
African coast. His “real” success in life,
he reckons, “lies in still being married
to Tricia after 50 years and having two
children and five grandchildren (living)
reasonably nearby.”

appointment with the US Navy flying the
A6 Intruder and mainly teaching students
converting to the aircraft how to deliver
weapons without the aid of sophisticated
computery. My final appointment was as
Senior Pilot of the last Naval Buccaneer
squadron, 809, embarked in HMS Ark
Royal. Following the Navy, I started on
a second career operating corporate
and private jets based in and around the
Middle East, finally retiring in 2008. Today I
live in North Devon to the west of Bideford
where I fly and restore vintage aircraft.”

Following the death of Ross Bacon (5962), his lifelong friend and neighbour
in Scartho, Grimsby, Peter Middleton
(57-61) got in touch. He wrote: “After
Pangbourne, I joined New Zealand
Shipping Co. as a cadet. For the next
three years I voyaged between the UK
and the Antipodes, with occasional visits
to the East coast of America…I loved it.
At one time, I was on one of the NZS
training ships, the Rakaia, in which
three OPs were serving – myself, cadet
Neil Young (58-61) and in command for
three voyages Captain Grahame Bevis
(39-43). I continued with NZS until 1976,
gaining a Master’s ticket in 1967. I also
had a commission in the RNR, and spent
considerable time ashore and at sea with
the Royal Navy.

A.W.K (Tim) Bell (58-61) went into
P&O from the NCP but later switched
careers and became an accountant with
a penchant for tax-related issues and
tussling with HMRC. Now retired, he lives
in Fulham in London and attended the OP
Society AGM in October.

The Merchant Navy was going through
some very dramatic changes in the late1960s and early 1970s, and not to my
liking. So, having been away from the UK
for so long, an invitation to join the family
business of rope and net manufacturers
in Grimsby decided me to come ashore.
After some 30 years of highs and lows in
business, I passed the company over to
two of my loyal staff in the 2000s and
continued for a few years in an advisory
capacity.”
Frank Cox (57-62) attended his first OP
event since leaving the NCP 58 years
earlier when he and his wife were at
the West Country centenary lunch in
Brixham, Devon in April. He said that
he enjoyed the experience so perhaps it
won’t be another 50 years before his next
appearance! In his words: “I entered
BRNC Dartmouth from the NCP, alongside
seven other General list stalwarts, as a
lowly Supplementary List Air Cadet. After
six months, I was on my way to pilot
training and onward to a career in the
Fleet Air Arm flying mainly Buccaneers
and Hunters.
An interlude from 1973-76 saw an
enjoyable,
hard-working,
exchange

Brian Panisset (58-63) stayed with
Richard ‘Sam’ Strachan (58-62) in
Melbourne in November, 2016 – the first
time the pair had met in 54 years. He got
in touch later to report: “After the NCP I’d
been offered a place at the University of
Sussex to study physics, but deferred for
a year in order to start a “thick sandwich”
apprenticeship with BAC (British Aircraft
Corporation). That meant a year in the
factory. University was an eye–opener, as
I suspect it was for many undergraduates
arriving in a somewhat freer atmosphere
than Pangbourne. Sussex opened up a
School of Applied Sciences at the start of
my second year there, and I transferred
from physics to electrical engineering/
electronics. The standard suggestion
for any engineering graduate then was
the Design Office; my reaction was that
things would fall out of the sky if they let
me in there, and besides, I’d found a new
toy – a computer. BAC had a few, and
after some resistance, I was allowed to
play. From 1967 to 1973, I was involved in
developing computer systems to manage
aircraft build definition, and to schedule
and manage factory activities to achieve
maximum efficiency.
In 1973, fed up with a salary that was
increasingly out of line with others in the
computer industry, I moved to Dataskil,
the software house owned by ICL, and
later ran a development team which
produced the marketable beginnings of
modern manufacturing management
software. In 1977, I was told “take this to
the colonies and show them what we’ve
got!” Ever obedient (and not averse to an
overseas jolly at company expense), I set
off for Australia and New Zealand with a
couple of colleagues. I quickly decided

that Australia, and in particular Sydney,
would offer a far better environment in
which to bring up our three children. So
we set about arranging employment in
Sydney but it wasn’t until 1979 that we
actually emigrated and I bought a house
and found a job.
Between 1979-88 I went through three
positions, each time moving to smaller
operations, until eventually I was
tea–boy in a two–man team offering
consulting services to manufacturing and
distribution industries. In 1990, I set out
on my own account. In 1993, the kids
had flown (or were flying) the nest, and
Lin, my wife, decided she’d like to occupy
her time with some retail therapy – from
behind the counter rather than in front
of it, dealing with books, music and such
like. She found the premises and I helped
her (over the Christmas period) to set it
up. Knowing that managing inventory
wasn’t her forté, but very much mine, I
offered a day a week to help her. The shop
was in a north–western Sydney suburb.
With one of those fateful “0” birthdays
imminent, Lin decided to take me to
Brisbane. A friend had recently re–
located to Noosa, a couple of hours’
drive north of Brisbane in Queensland,
so what more natural than to set off
northwards and catch up. “Look”, she
told us, “there’s a shop like yours – and
it’s for sale!” Noosa’s an appealing place,
and we looked at each other, said “We
wouldn’t, would we?” – and did.
We moved northwards in 1995, and ran
the shop there until 2004. Shortly after
we arrived in Noosa I was inveigled
into taking a training course at the local
community radio station. “You’ve got just
the right face for radio” is the standard
welcome. I was a regular presenter there
until we left the area, spending eight
years on the station’s management team
and departing as a newly–minted life
member. We moved to Port Macquarie
where I joined a similar community
station. I was with them for five years.
I’m still not ready for conventional
“retirement”, and, having had a new
hip installed in 2016, I’m certainly not
ready to vegetate. So … I have started
an undergraduate law degree at the
University of New England, studying at
a distance. Dealing with a challenge is
probably one of the key lessons I learned
at Pangbourne!”
R.M. Roberts (58-63) arranged a hugely
successful reunion of 12 of the surviving
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members of the unbeaten rugby 1st XV
at the College in conjunction with the
April 21, 2017 OP centenary dinner. Bob,
a speedy wing-three quarter who was
an England Under 19 XV trialist in 1963,
went into the Royal Marines after the
NCP. He saw active service in Aden with
45 Commando as a troop commander on
the Yemen border.
In 1965, he represented the Royal Navy
(alongside Jeremy Ainslie) in the interservices rugby tournament, and later
won the GB national championship in
400 metres hurdles in 1970.
After the Royal Marines, Bob went to
Loughborough University and then into
sports marketing with Umbro Adidas
Division, playing a significant role in
building the Adidas brand into a major
presence in the UK market from 1972-78.
He then performed a similar role with the
international French sportswear brand
Le Coq Sportif from 1978-85, achieving
“phenomenal success.” In 1986, he switched
to the Danish sportswear company Hummel
and, as MD, ran the UK subsidiary until
1996. He subsequently branched out as coowner of Roberts Marketing.
His principle activity since 2002 has
been in recruitment, trading as Impact
Connections Executive Search and
focusing on the footwear and clothing
industry. Now in his early 70s, Bob runs
his business out of a base in London
and “has no plans to retire…I love my
work.” In July, he revealed on LinkedIn
that he had embarked on a new venture
as Franchisee Owner with the awardwinning franchise ‘Not Just Travel.’ You
can read about this at www.notjusttravel.
com/bob-wendy
Les Byrne (58-63), also a member of the
1962 1st XV, “went into the oil industry
selling equipment used for extraction and
production of oil. Places worked; Great
Yarmouth, Alberta (Canada), London,
Aberdeen, Abu Dhabi (met and married
my wife Betty), Kuala Lumpur, Dubai.
Nicely retired now (in East Anglia) playing
a lot of golf, travelling etc.”
“It took me over 50 years to return for
my first OP dinner a couple of years ago,
which I attended with old school friend
Michael Holford-Walker (60-64),” wrote
Richard Pickwoad (59-64) during the
year. “It was a most enjoyable evening
catching up with people I have not
seen for half a century. I am currently a
company director, television producer,
director, writer, and aerial cameraman.
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I also chose to use the name Richard
Mervyn as my professional one, following
my late father, the actor William Mervyn.
After leaving school with, I have to admit,
a rather limited number of ‘O’ Levels, I
went straight into the theatre as a student
assistant stage manager. My television
career began in 1966 as a floor assistant
with ABC Television. In 1974, at the age
of 25, I became a director at Thames
Television, and during a 25-year period
produced several arts/features series,
including Six Centuries of Verse with Sir
John Gielgud, The English Garden also
with Sir John Gielgud, The English House
and The Grand Tour. Some of these series
contained aerial sequences and began a
lifelong passion for aerial film work.
In 1989, I entered the freelance world.
Seven years later I joined Flying Pictures,
which specialised in all aspects of
aerial film co-ordination in feature
films, television and commercials. In
1998, I started to work as my own
aerial cameraman, and produced and
directed the largest aerial production
ever undertaken, The History of Britain
from the Air, which was backed by C4
and M&S. Then in 2002 I founded an
independent aerial production company,
Skyworks, which to date has made over
100 aerial programmes for ITV, the
BBC and International distribution. The
company now has the largest HD library
in the world and is still growing.
To date, I have achieved over 3,000 flying
hours in helicopters since my first flight
in 1977. I have also filmed over most of
Western Europe, the US, Iceland, Brazil
and South Africa. I am 70 this year, and
just enjoy working. For anyone interested
a YouTube clip shows a little of what I do.”
Rob Sargent (62-65), a retired RAF pilot,
made three contributions to the latest
(third) edition of Out-of-the-Blue – a book
full of stories about flying experiences in
the Royal Air Force. At a cost of £9.99 a
copy, all proceeds go to service charities
- now the 3 Service Benevolent Funds
- The RAF Benevolent Fund, The Army
Benevolent Fund and The Royal Navy
and Royal Marines Charity. The book
is available from https://shop.rafbf.
org/collections/books
Meantime, a
You-Tube link shows Rob flying an RAF
Hunter at the 2014 Wings and Wheels
airshow
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=7h-aHhyOKzU
Chris Ledsam (64-68) and his wife put in
appearances at the West Country lunch

in Brixham in April – something of a first
for Chris who has not been back to the
College since the term after he left nearly
50 years ago. Now living in Portsmouth
and running a company that makes paper
cups, Chris did 20 years in the Merchant
Navy, mostly in Blue Star and P&O
Ferries, before coming ashore. A longtime friend of Edward Bence (64-68), the
owner of the Berry Head Hotel where the
reunion took place, Chris was pleased to
see several other OPs of his vintage at the
event.
Philip Wagstaff (69-72) lives in Halifax
in Yorkshire and is keen to re-establish
contact with some of his contemporaries
at the College. To contact him, email
op@pangbourne.com After Pangbourne,
Philip went into the hotel and catering
business, managing a hotel in Harrogate
and spending two years running the
catering franchise at Moortown Golf Club
in Leeds. He changed course in 1980 and
moved into the employment/recruiting
sector. From 1985-92 he was a founding
partner of Wagstaff & Ellis Associates (a
marketing agency) and from 1992-2000
he was MD of Headingley Associates, a
company specialising in recruiting for
recruitment companies. For the past
five years Philip has concentrated on
the Rec2Rec sector with Philip Wagstaff
Associates, living and working from home
in Halifax.
Gordon Rees (71-76), formerly the
OP Rep in Saudi Arabia, writes: “After
leaving Pangbourne and a couple of
indifferent years I started a career in
computing. This led to me working and
living in 28 countries. Married twice, the
second time a little more successful and
lasting 33 years to date. Brought up two
wonderful girls I had inherited. I have one
granddaughter who is the special person
in my life and keeps me running - not
literally as I’m facing ops on my knees.
I rowed a bit after Pangbourne and
played rugby for London Scottish until
my travels stopped play. Then I became
an avid golfer and was known as ‘Bang
Bang’ - sort of similar to my nickname at
Pangbourne.
Thanks to Facebook I keep in touch with
Craig Hutchinson (69-74), Peter Wright
(73-77) and a few other good lads. I have
been based in the UK for the past year
but would rather be back in the sand pit
where I spent 17 good years. Hot and dry
as opposed to cold and miserable! Life
goes on; today I work for an American
cyber company. I very often think of
Pangbourne and how it changed my life

for the better although I did my best to
get kicked out. But Peter Points wasn’t
going to expel the 1st V111 after catching
us riding motorcycles to a local bordello.
Many many friends are gone. God Bless
them all. Thank you Pangbourne for
giving me a great start in my life.”
Andy Rowe (71-78) is the bass guitarist in
a band called The Room. It has two albums
out and a third album due in 2018. Andy
recalls that his first-ever live performance
was on July 7th, 1977 in Drake Hall
sharing the stage with a few other
“muso’s” from the College. He says his
musical odyssey started with inspiration
from Ralph Allwood, Pangbourne’s first
director of music. He writes: “My band
played a show in Sidcup Kent last night
(Nov. 11). Whilst chatting to one of our
fans before the show this guy wanders
over and introduces himself…Simon
Walton (74-78) ! We hadn’t seen each
other since we left Pangbourne nearly 40
years ago. The power of social media!!!
What an amazing night. Great to see you
Simon and throw a few names around!”
Steve Davis (74-81) works for RegTech
– “not a start-up anymore as we have
paying punters and stuff that works”
he explains. The company has built a
platform that enables banks and other
regulated industries to collaborate and
store ever-changing policy documents
and contracts that they need to exist.
“If you are a large international bank,
you’ll have at least five million contracts
to manage – and you can’t do that with
email and lots of versions of the same
document in MS Word,” he explains.
“ClauseMatch can.” RegTech is based in
Canary Wharf. “The last time I worked
this high up was in New York until 9/11.”
In October the guest speaker at a Liquid
List event in London was Brigadier
James Stopford (75-79) CBE of The Not
Forgotten Association. James took over
as Chief Executive of the NFA in April
2016 having left the Army (Irish Guards)
in December 2015 after 36 years of
service. He is a member of Her Majesty’s
Body Guard of the Honourable Corps of
Gentlemen at Arms and Chairman of The
Gallipoli Association. Mike Nicholson (5761), who organises the monthly Liquid
List meetings at the National Liberal
Club, adds that “any OP is welcome to
join these networking events.” https://
forcesbusinessnet.com/
Richard Kendall (75-79) who is based in
Greensboro, North Carolina, USA as CEO
of HAECO Americas, a large aerospace and

aircraft maintenance company, visited
Sylvan Heights Bird Park, owned and run
by Mike Lubbock (57-61), in 2017. He was
on his way back to Greensboro with his
family from the North Carolina coast at
the time. He reported: “Mike and his wife
Ali and son Brent were most hospitable
and Mike took three hours out of what
was quite a busy day for them to show
us comprehensively around not only the
bird park but also the breeding centre
that was the start of their activities in
North Carolina. It looks as though they
are well on their way to a record number
of visitors this year!” A biography of Mike
Lubbock was published in 2014. A review
can be read in the Book Review section of
the website.
In February Chris Andrew (77-84)
wrote: “I am wondering if there is a list
of OP Clergy or Readers in the Church
of England? I am a Licensed Reader/Lay
Minister in the Diocese of Gloucester
and it would be interesting to know if
there are likewise colleagues around
the world.” If any OPs can help with this
inquiry, please contact op@pangbourne.
com
Richard Boundy (79-84) lives in
Warrington, Cheshire. For the past year
he has been Sales & Marketing Director
of Action Reclaim which enables social
tenants to make claims for housing
disrepair. In a varied career, Richard has
held a number of sales and marketing
positions in publishing and housingrelated areas. From 2008-11 he was
director of rugby at Lymm
RFC followed by a year as
director of rugby at Sale FC.
Cutbacks in the Metropolitan
Police in 2016-17 led to Chief
Inspector Steve Edwards (8087) leaving Chiswick Police
Station for another post in
nearby Feltham. He writes:
“With our restructuring in
the Spring, we had to reduce
the number of posts and it
was decided that the post I
held, covering the Brentford
and Chiswick areas, was
to be amalgamated with
Hounslow. I decided that
this was not for me and it
was time for a change, so
I have moved to Feltham
Police Station. I now run
one the 24-hour operational
teams that operate from
there. I was sorry to leave
Chiswick, but our service is

David Hughes (83-88)

forever moving and changing and I have
got used to just going with it!”
David Hughes (83-88) is now a senior
executive with WPP, the world’s biggest
advertising and communications group,
after a spell with “the smallest digital
agency in London.” Over the past 18
months, WPP has been reshaped by its
long-time chief executive, Sir Martin
Sorrell, with the aim of moving the group
from a loose federation of independent
companies to a more unified business.
In 2016, during this shake up, David
Hughes became the London-based MD
of Hogarth Worldwide, a 64% owned
WPP subsidiary with 2,500 employees
in 25 offices worldwide. In 2017 Hogarth
moved into Australia.
James Mackenzie (87-92), the OP Rep in
Vancouver, British Columbia, got in touch
to report he had been “looked up by an

Mackenzie & Low in Vancouver
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OP from my leaving year – Phil Low (8792). He was out here from Hong Kong,
where he works for ThomsonReuters,
holidaying with his family on Vancouver
Island. We had a lovely evening at the
Sandbar on Granville Island.”

the Royal Marines (“a hangover from my
Pangbourne days, no doubt”), or going into
radio broadcasting. Another possibility, he
told us, is to enter the burgeoning world
of Political Risk Consultancy. As he puts it:
“I’m sure, given everything going on at the
moment, that more and more companies/
firms will look to analysts/researchers
to chart a course through the prevailing
uncertainty.”

Rob McAllister (96-01) joined a new
company Instinctif Partners in March, 2016
where he is now Senior Consultant Risk &
Crisis. Prior to this he worked as a Project
Manager for the crisis management
firm Witt O’Briens from 2013-16. After
Pangbourne, Rob went to Oxford Brookes
University and then on to RMA Sandhurst
to become an officer in the Army. From
Sandhurst, he served in Afghanistan 200708 as part of Operation Herrick before
going to the Defence School of Languages.
He now speaks fluent Arabic. His chance
to make use of his new language came
in 2009-11 in Iraq when he was part of a
NATO Training Mission based in Baghdad.
Rob’s last job in the Army, before leaving
as a Major in 2013, was as Operations &
Deployment Manager at the HQ of the
Army’s Defence College of Logistics. Today
he lives in Maidenhead.

Tom Bishop (06-08), who lives in Oxford,
started his own company Tom Bishop
Furniture in 2017. The business specialises
in oak bowls, wooden fruit bowls and
colouring pencil bowls – all hand-made by
Tom. Many of the items are sold on eBay.
He can be reached at
Tom.bishop.furniture@gmail.com
Later in the year he posted an image of
himself pouring coffee The Crown Inn,
Pishill.

Chris Sutton (96-01), who had been
teaching at the College for the past six
years, left in the summer for a new post at
Berkhamstead School in Hertfordshire as
head of the boys boarding house – called
Incents, after Dean Incent who founded
the school in the 16th century.

Louis Bearn (07-12) completed his final
exams in the summer at the London
School of Economics where he studied for
an MSc in International Relations. Soon
after, he finished his dissertation. Later
he did an internship at a Financial Times
offshoot. He is considering doing a spell in

Tom Bishop (06-08) furniture

Pangbourne College Organist in Residence
Andrej Ivanovic (15-17) was offered a
scholarship to read music at the University
of Oxford in 2017. The three-year Organ
Scholarship at St. Peter’s College is
conditional on him achieving an ‘A’ grade
at German ‘A’ level next summer. He joined
the College in the Lower Sixth Form in
2015 from his home in Belgrade, Serbia.
Andrej started playing the piano when he
was eight but had not played the organ
prior to Pangbourne. The transition from
the Upper Sixth in July, 2017 to joining the
College teaching staff two months later in
September was “a strange thing,” he says.
“Many students still see me as being one
of them. But I am very aware of the line I
have crossed.”

DECADE
REPRESENTATIVES
The following OPs, each representing

1930s – Keith Evans Tel: 01428 642122

a decade of leavers, facilitate OP

1940s – Courtney Edenborough c.edenborough@btconnect.com

reunions and other OP social events.

1950s - Adrian Stow adrian.stow@gmail.com

We need another representative for
the 1990s. Should you wish to suggest

1960s – David Nicholson davidalexandernicholson@gmail.com

an event, or to take part in one, contact:

1970s – Steve Davis stephenpauldavis@gmail.com
1980s – Charlie Parry charlie@ward-thomas.co.uk
1980s – William Skinner william.skinner@dege-skinner.co.uk
1990s – William Donaldson wmsdonaldson@gmail.com
2000s – Lucy Hamblin-Rooke Lucy.HamblinRooke@pangbourne.com
2000s – Paul Lawrence paullawrence1@live.co.uk
2010s – Larry Howard lawrence.howard@hotmail.co.uk
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OPs IN THE NEWS

Tom Copinger-Symes (82-87)

Brigadier Tom Copinger-Symes (82-87),
the British Army’s Head of Operations,
was awarded a CBE in the Queen’s
Birthday Honours list published in midJune, 2017. Tom is one of three CopingerSymes brothers to attend the College. He
is based at Army HQ outside Andover.

After a spell in England, gaining an MBA at
Durham University and working in London
with Deloitte as a corporate and economic
policy strategist, Michael resigned from
Deloitte in 2011 and returned to Uganda to
work in the Murchison Falls National Park
which was under siege from poachers.
Today, this park too is recovering, wildlife
numbers are growing exponentially and
tourism is flourishing.

that weekend’s Telegraph in a large advert
for the production tour of nine provincial
theatres (the run ends in mid-March). It
was good to see Rupert’s name in lights at
last; it seemed some time since we’d last
seen him some years back on TV in Doc
Martin with Martin Clunes.” Ian added:
“I do have a personal interest. Rupert
was one of my star hockey forwards in an
Under-15 side!”

In 2016 Michael was the focus of a primetime, US Emmy-nominated TV programme
called Wildlife Docs, available on
hulu.com. This focused on his efforts
to ensure the future of the endangered
Rothschild giraffes, the protection of lions
in Kidepo and Murchison Falls National
Parks, and his and UWA’s efforts to counter
heavy poaching. In his words: “I’ve had
the privilege of working with some of the
most kind, remarkable and brave people.
Some have died or been killed in the line of
duty, including 107 rangers in the Virunga
National Park. I can’t thank enough those
who have helped me support the men and
women on the frontline of conservation
and development, and created the UCF.”
Today he lives in Kampala. Other OP’s in
East Africa include Andrew Nzeyi (98-01),
Sean Granville Ross (85-90) and Mark
Myers (87-90) in Uganda, and in Kenya
Alistair Bush (85-90) and Brendan Lucas
(82-87). Michael is also often found pitchside with the Uganda national rugby team,
who recently played in the HSBC Dubai
and Cape Town seven’s tournaments. He
can be contacted on
michael.keigwin@ugandacf.org

The Chairman of the OP Society 201317, Merrick Rayner (68-73), featured in
an announcement on Global Newswire
at the start of September to the effect
that he had joined the Board of Scorpio
Tankers Inc. as an independent director.
Scorpio operates a fleet of 125 tankers
and is based in Monaco. Merrick has 40
years’ experience in the tanker business.
From 1974 to 2003 he was a broker at H.
Clarkson & Company Limited shipbrokers
before joining the shipbrokers E.A. Gibson.
He served as a director of Gibson’s from
2012 until his retirement in 2017.

Michael Keigwin MBE

Michael Keigwin (86-93) was awarded
an MBE in the 2017 New Year’s Honours
for his ‘Services to African Wildlife and
Conservation and the setting up of the
Uganda Conservation Foundation’
www.ugandacf.org In 1998, helped by the
Royal Geographical Society and Expedition
Advisory Centre, Michael set up the project
‘Elephants, Crops and People’ in Ishasha,
southern Queen Elizabeth National Park
(QE), Uganda, which borders the Virunga
National Park in the Democratic Republic
of Congo (DRC). Working with the Uganda
Wildlife Authority (UWA), ECP’s aim was
to recover this region after five decades
of war and rebel activity focusing on the
protection and anti-poaching of elephants
and other wildlife. Together with UWA,
elephant crop raiding was reduced by
90%, poaching was drastically reduced
and today the area is developing well,
with lots of tourism.

Rupert Young (91-96) in Gaslight with
Cara Tointon

In February Ian Busby reported: “OP actor
Rupert Young (91-96) is currently touring
the country in a production of Gaslight. It
was well reviewed in The Daily Telegraph
of 12th January. ‘Poor Rupert Young –
playing the manipulative bounder, Jack,
with a judicious mixture of lordly but kindly
condescension and explosive viciousness
– even got booed at the opening night
curtain–call in Birmingham, as if this was
panto.’ And there he was also in a photo in

James Shuttleworth (77-81) has been
appointed a Deputy Lieutenant of
Derbyshire, following in the footsteps of
his father J.A. Shuttleworth (32-35). After
a brief period in the RN and a few years
in London in property, James returned
to Derbyshire 25 years ago and has been
there ever since. He married Sarah in 2007
and the couple have a Labrador, Piper. He
is also a Parish Councillor in Hathersage. In
his working life James is the Commercial
Manager for West Coast Railways.
West Coast is now responsible for the
majority of charter trains in the U.K. Of
particular note, he writes, is the success
of The Jacobite Steam Train, between Fort
William and Mallaig (considered one of
The Great Railway Journeys of the World),
in the West Highlands of Scotland and also
providing the ‘Hogwarts Express’ for all
the Harry Potter films.
Patrick Roberts (71-75) joined the Board
of Governors of Pangbourne College in
May, 2017. He is the Bursar of Cranleigh
School in Surrey where he has been part
of a leadership team that has overseen
an extensive expansion of the school in
the past decade. He says that he “looks
forward to offering advice and hopefully
some wisdom along the way.” He wrote: “I
arrived at Pangbourne in January, 1971 for
a largely unspectacular five years although
I did manage to climb to the dizzy heights
of Chief Cadet Captain of Harbinger, more
through luck than good judgement. RMA
Sandhurst followed, where I realised
that the drill outside Drake had not been
totally in vein. After Sandhurst, I was
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commissioned into the 13th/18th Royal
Hussars where I found fellow OPs Willy
Shuttleworth and Simon Ledger and was
later joined by Paul Scott Masson and Ian
Scott Bell.
Regimental service was standard for those
days: Germany, a resident tour in Northern
Ireland, and fun in Cyprus. In 1989, I
attended the Staff College and then did a
tour as DCOS and briefly Chief of Staff of
7th Armoured Brigade. This was followed
by an exciting tour as Chief of Staff British
Forces in Bosnia during a troubled 1993. I
was awarded an MBE after this tour and on
promotion to Lieutenant Colonel returned
to Staff College this time as an instructor.
Command of 1st Battalion the Green
Howards, an armoured infantry battalion
based in Germany and then Warminster,
followed with a tour in West Belfast
thrown in for good measure. I left the
Army after command and was appointed
Bursar at Cranleigh School in early 2003.
Today the School has some 1,000 pupils,
350 staff and another 1,100 pupils in Abu
Dhabi, and a turnover is close to £30m.
Over the past 14 years I have delivered
around £50m of capital projects and been
involved closely with the setting up of the
school in Abu Dhabi. In my spare time, I
sail (dinghies at Hayling Island and a yacht
currently moored in central Sweden) and
was one of the original members of the
OPYC.”
At the start of April, the European aircraft
manufacturer Airbus announced that it
had selected HAECO Cabin Solutions, a
division of HAECO Americas, as its supplier
for the Centerline Ceiling Stowage (CCS)
compartment line-fit option for the new
A320 Family aircraft. The CCS is designed to
hold crew luggage, onboard wheelchairs,
life rafts and other emergency equipment
and comes in two sizes. The award was
a milestone for HAECO Cabin Solutions
which became part of the Hong Kongbased HAECO Group following the
acquisition of TIMCO Aerosystems in 2014.
“Being a supplier for the A320, known
for its innovative cabins of exceptionally
high quality, affirms HAECO’s dedication
to those same values in our products,”
HAECO Americas’ CEO Richard Kendall
(75-79) informed the media.

Richard Kendall (l; 75-79)
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The OP Rep in Vancouver, British
Columbia, Canada, James Mackenzie (8792) emailed to say: “Ian Busby suggested
I share news on some recent success I
have had at work. Each year the top sales
individuals from across the country at
Rogers (a communications conglomerate)
are selected to be part of what is called
a ‘President’s Club’. I was fortunate
enough to win a position again in 2017 for
sales achievements in 2016. This year’s
recognition trip is to Cancun, Mexico (in
May). I’ve been fortunate enough to have
been selected on another five occasions
since I started working at Rogers so this
new award makes it six in 10 years. This
isn’t necessarily something I generally
talk about a lot but Ian thought it could
be considered in a future OP issue.” Well
done James! And let’s hear about other
OP achievers!

chairman of the HMS Hood Association
at the time. He met Prince Philip when
both were young officers at HMS Royal
Arthur, a shore establishment at Corsham
in Wiltshire.
Subsequently Keith, by then 98, appeared
in the specially-made BBC1 tv programme
to celebrate the 70th anniversary of The
Queen and Prince Philip’s marriage on
November 20, 2017. Wearing his OP tie,
he was interviewed by Kirsty Young in the
Naval Club, having been driven there and
back from his home by the BBC. Keith later
received a letter from the programme’s
producers thanking him for “your fantastic
contribution.”

Horacio Benitez, an Argentine veteran
of the 1982 Falklands conflict, and OP
writer and journalist Mike Smith (6065) featured in a BBC World Service
radio broadcast on 31 March. They were
interviewed by Kati Whittaker at the
Falklands Islands Memorial Chapel at
the College, together with the school’s
Chaplain Rev. Neil Jeffers. You can listen to
the programme by accessing http://www.
bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04xtpyt
The
programme, entitled ‘The Pity of War’,
is in the Heart and Soul series of radio
broadcasts. Benitez, who was a 19-yearold conscripted soldier during the war, is
believed to be one of only two Argentine
war veterans to have visited the chapel.

Patrick Hawes (c) Eastern Daily Press

Keith Evans (33-37) & The Duke of Edinburgh.
Robin Knight & Andrew Bond in background

Patrick Hawes, who taught music
at the College 1981-90, has been
commissioned with his brother Andrew,
and given government funding, to write
a Great War Symphony. The work will
be premiered on October 9, 2018, in the
Royal Albert Hall with the Philharmonia
orchestra and the 2018 National Youth
Choir performing under Patrick’s baton.
Coverage is expected from Classic FM and
possibly ITV.

In May, following HM The Queen’s visit
with the Duke of Edinburgh to the College,
Keith Evans (33-37) created a bit of a press
furore with a comment that Prince Philip,
with whom he served in the Royal Navy in
1947, was “very randy” as a young man.
Keith had earlier reminisced with the Duke
in Devitt House and shown him a letter
that the prince had sent him 70 years
ago. He also joked to the Daily Mail Royal
Correspondent that “Like Prince Philip,
I’m standing down from most things in
August.” Keith was 97 when he spoke.
He lives in Haslemere, Surrey and was

Patrick’s years at the College climaxed in
the College Choral Society’s performance of
his first-ever full choral work The Wedding
at Cana in February 1990. The piece had
been commissioned by Pangbourne parents
and Choral Society members including
Ken and Joy Whitehead whose son Daniel
Whitehead (83-90) and daughter Clare
Morphy (nee Whitehead; 90-92) flourished
musically at the school. When Patrick left
Pangbourne after nine years the Director
of Music at the time, Bob Barsby, wrote in
The Log that “so many aspects of College
music have benefited from Patrick’s interest

in them that one can only make a list: the
orchestra, the chamber choir, the folk group,
various musicals and even, for a term or two,
the marching band…he engendered such a
spirit of commitment that everyone wanted
to do well.” The Wedding at Cana, Barsby
added, is “a truly inspirational work with
deep, spiritual content” that put Patrick on
the national map as a composer of note.

Bart’s Bash Bosham YC 2017

The late Andrew “Bart” Simpson (90-95)
was much in the news during the summer
as the British challenge for the America’s
Cup gathered momentum. In The Telegraph
Magazine in early May, Sir Ben Ainslie,
helmsman of the British catamaran, said
that the accident in San Francisco bay in
2013 which cost Bart his life had occasioned
“a huge amount of reflection” for the sport
as a whole now that the yachts competing
in 2017 were achieving top speeds of
45mph compared to 12 mph in 2007. In
The Times, Bart’s great friend Iain Percy
who was helming the Swedish entry into
the 2017 race, talked of how he missed
him professionally as well as personally.
In another article in The Daily Telegraph,
Percy revealed that one of the legacies of
Bart’s death was that whenever one of the
teams experienced a safety incident, the
details were shared with all of them. “It’s a
legacy of Bart.”
A Newsletter written and produced by
Madrid-based Victor Gibson (56-59),
Ships and Oil Newsletter, began to appear
regularly in 2017. Its emphasis is on ship
safety, the marine environment and the
offshore oil and gas supply business. In the
April 2017 issue Victor ruminated on the
decline of the UK merchant marine, using
discussions he had had at the centenary
OP dinner at the College as his peg. He
commented: “We were a group of old boys
from an unusual inland nautical academy
mourning the loss of the organisations
for whom we had worked and for which
it was evident that many of us retained
great affection. I was struck by the sense of
comradeship amongst us.” If you would like
to be sent Victor’s newsletter, let him know
at vic@shipsandoil.com

City AM, the City of London businessfocused newspaper, reported in May that
Capital Winton’s founder and CEO David
Harding (72-78) had placed fourth in the list
of the top ten richest hedge fund managers
in the UK with assets totalling £1.3 billion at
the end of 2016 – up £150 million on 2015.
In October, the Daily Telegraph reported that
Winton had reported profits for 2016 down
53% on 2015 at £107 million – “the trader’s
lowest annual point since 2012.” Assets
under advisement also slid to $32 billion.
In August Aggreko, a FTSE company led by
OP Chris Weston (77-82), reported a pre-tax
profit of £63 million for the six months to the
end of June, 2017 – down from £71 million
in the same period in 2016. Group revenues
rose 16% but were more than offset by “the
weight of legacy contracts in Argentina”
according to a report in the Daily Telegraph.
In April, shareholders forced the company
to withdraw a new shares plan for its top
executives which, on the face of it, would
have cut executive pay and bonuses. Aggreko
provides equipment that powers major
events worldwide and covers electricity
shortfalls. Chris pointed to a number of likely
developments that suggested an improving
outlook for the Glasgow-based business in
2018.
OP letter-writers in the national press
were less numerous than usual in 2017.
One who made it into print was Charles
Heron-Watson (57-61) from Marlborough
who had a letter printed in The Times in
July about the joys of electric cars. “For a
year I have owned an all-electric car…It is
charged from my solar panels via a 13-amp
domestic socket or from its on-board petrol
generator (emissions 13g/km).” Another OP
of the same vintage, Col. Mike Nicholson
MBE (57-61), wrote to the Daily Telegraph
in September about ‘posh’ qualifications
after a report in the paper that the BBC is to
remove qualifications from applicants’ CVs
as part of a drive to make the organisation
less “posh.” In his words: “As a non-graduate,
I have the wit to know that there are jobs
for which I am unsuited, and would rather
accept my weaknesses than live in a society
of institutionalised dumbing-down.”
Lt. Col. Ewen Southby-Tailyour (55-59)
also had two letters published in the Daily
Telegraph. In April he wrote to the paper
about the future of the Royal Marines after
the then Defence Secretary, Sir Michael
Fallon, failed to rule out further cuts to the
force. “Without a balanced amphibious
commando brigade to embark,” Ewen
argued, Britain’s two new aircraft carriers
“will become largely impotent.”
He
followed this up at the end of October with

a letter critical of the suggestion that the
Royal Navy’s two remaining ships capable
of carrying out amphibious landings be
scrapped. “It is not just the ships that will be
lost under these cost-cutting plans but, with
them, the possibility of conducting any form
of entry or exit across hostile or damaged
shores.”
Ewen had earlier, in March, written a
challenging opinion piece for The Times
about the case of Sergeant Blackman, court
martialled for killing a wounded Islamic
terrorist in Afghanistan. In the article Ewen
wrote: “I have first-hand experience of this
(murder in the heat of battle) from when
I helped my sergeant-major to die during
the Dhofar War in Oman in 1968. I couldn’t
waste time holding his hand. I had 150 of my
soldiers to look after to prevent them from
being killed. It may be against the Geneva
conventions but in circumstances like that
you have got to get on with the job in hand
of beating the enemy.”

Tony Morrow

Tony Morrow (58-62), last commanding
officer of the royal yacht Britannia, remained
prominent in the national campaign to
build a replacement ship during 2017.
In the Telegraph in March, he welcomed
remarks by the Foreign Secretary, Boris
Johnson, that the idea would be considered
by the government. Any new royal yacht is
likely to cost up to £100 million. The last
royal yacht was decommissioned by the
Blair government 20 years ago. She was
estimated to have played a role in securing
trade deals worth £3 billion from 1991-95.
Robin Knight (56-61) had a long letter to
the Stanford University alumni magazine
Stanford Today, published in June, taking
issue with a previous correspondent from
California who had blamed “Churchill’s
blind, near-mindless hatred of communism
(for) the virtually immediate consolidation
of the West into a bellicose and belligerent
Cold War posture.”
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During 2017 the Jubilee Sailing Trust
launched an appeal in memory of one
of its outstanding fund-raisers, Ian
Shuttleworth (57-62), who died in May,
2015 after a courageous fight against
cancer. Following a memorial reception
at Trinity House on October 11th, nearly
£200,000 had been raised by the end of
the year to supplement the JST’s working
funds, with brothers Richard and William
very much to the fore.
Mayfair remains the base territory of
Peter Wetherell (66-70), chief executive
of Wetherell, a company that markets
residential property in the central London
area. In the Financial Times in November,
Peter was quoted as claiming that the
quality of stock in the area is undergoing
“the biggest revival since the 1920s. In
Mayfair, we invented gentrification 330
years ago. Now we are reclaiming the
crown.” He added that sales volumes in
2017 had yet to recover from the 2014
stamp duty hike. “Transactions in 2017,
at the moment, are at half of the level in
2013,” he informed the newspaper.
Books by two OPs were nominated for
the 2017 Mountbatten Maritime Media

Mountbatten Maritime Media Awards 2017

Awards, both in the Best Literary category.
The awards were presented by the First
Sea Lord, Admiral Sir Philip Jones, at a
glittering ceremony in November at the
Institute of Directors headquarters in
Pall Mall in London presided over by OP
Julian Parker (55-58), Chairman of The
Maritime Foundation. James Irvine (5559) and other contributors compiled
HMS Hampshire: A Century of Myths and
Mysteries Unravelled. Robin Knight (5661) authored the College’s centenary book
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Pangbourne College: Spirit in Changing
Times. There were 43 entries in this
category and neither book ended up in
the winner’s enclosure but at least Julian
was able to congratulate the College on
its auspicious birthday in his introductory
remarks.

The three games capped an extraordinary
rags-to-riches rise in the space of a couple
of months for this former Chief of the
College. He had arrived in Edinburgh in
August as fifth choice prop on a one-year
deal having emailed the club’s managing
director and asked for a chance. Injuries to
all those in front of him soon led to a first
team opportunity followed by a string of
impressive games in the Guinness Pro 14
league with solid scrummaging and good
turnover work and tackling. Then injuries
propelled him into the national squad. A
Londoner by birth, Darryl grew up on a
council estate in Pimlico, was spotted at
the age of 14 by Harlequins RFC and won
a sports scholarship to Pangbourne two
years later.

Darryl Marfo (2nd left) and other Scotland
debutants vs Samoa

Prop forward Daryl Marfo (07-09) became
the first rugby international produced by
the College since Rex Willis (38-42) in 1947
when he played 58 minutes for Scotland
vs Samoa at Murrayfield, Edinburgh on
November 11th, 2017. Daryl, who has a
Scottish mother from Ayr, moved to the
Scottish capital from Bath RFC during the
summer. Previously he had played for
the defunct London Welsh XV and before
that for Harlequins RFC. Scottish coach
Gregor Townsend admitted he “didn’t
know much” about the 27-year-old at
the beginning of the season. “He’s got
his opportunity at Edinburgh, and part of
that is down to injuries, but he’s played
ahead of others we were looking at. He
has shown consistency and we believe
he is getting better and better. We were
very impressed by how he played away
to Leinster, who had two British & Irish
Lions in their front row.” Lengthy profiles
followed in the Daily Telegraph and
Scotsman newspapers.
Darryl played well against Samoa and
was selected again to start at loosehead
prop for the games against New Zealand
and Australia. Against the All Blacks
he produced, in the words of Scottish
international Chris Paterson (a BBC
television commentator), an “outstanding”
performance as Scotland lost narrowly.
After the Scottish win against Australia
Townsend, who handed out seven new
caps during the Autumn international
series, told the press “We didn’t know a lot
about those players. Props Darryl Marfo
and Jamie Bhatti had played at club level
and we thought ’They’re the two guys in
form, they might not have the experience
and both are uncapped, but let’s see how
they work in our environment.’ And we
were really impressed how they worked.”

Simon & Caroline Marriott

Simon Marriott (64-68) and his wife
Caroline were the stars in a New Zealand
half hour Sunday evening prime time
television programme Country Calendar
on November 12 on the country’s main TV
channel. The programme featured their
30-acre mainly citrus farm at Paeroa, some
two hours’ drive southeast of Auckland at
the bottom of the Coromandel. In recent
years Simon has experimented successfully
with a fruit called a ‘Citron’ which weighs
up to a kilo and has a subtle taste between
a lemon and a lime. Carefully selecting
the fruit and picking at the right time
has proved to be the key to quality. In
2014 Simon and Caroline (in charge of
marketing) decided to discover how their
products stood up in the international
market and entered the Dalemain World’s
Original Marmalade Awards in Cumbria.
Here they have won Gold or Silver star
awards for the last three years.
Roger Lane-Nott (59-63), a retired Rear
Admiral, Captain of the nuclear submarine
HMS Splendid during the Falklands War
and Flag Officer Submarines 1993-96,
weighed into the ongoing debate about
the readiness of Britain’s armed forces
in mid-November with an article on

the website www.savethenavy.org in
which he stated that the Royal Navy’s
Submarine Flotilla “is in a difficult place
at the moment.” Justifying this argument,
he criticised past planning decisions,
struggles to keep some submarine classes
afloat, a slow new-build programme,
“dangerous levels (of) recruiting,” and
scandals involving female crew members.

“How can you have women in submarines
when the Navy has a no-touch rule
is beyond me,” he wrote. “Veteran
submariners are dismayed at the current
state of the Flotilla.” In September, 2017,
he noted, the submarine service “had 840
officers and 3,170 ratings making a total
of 4,010. This is depressingly small.” He
added that the “Anti-Submarine Warfare

capability of the Royal Navy and the Royal
Air Force is at an all-time low at a time
when “Russia is expanding its submarine
force again…The submarine threat is a
significant national security issue, not just
a Cold War hangover.”

OP REPRESENTATIVES
OVERSEAS
There are 23 OP Reps worldwide based everywhere from
Argentina to the United States yet we are always keen to
recruit more, especially in France and the Middle East. The list
is published annually here in the OP Magazine and in more
detail on the OP Society website www.oldpangbournian.co.uk

their way around or for social relaxation. In addition, an OP Rep
may be called on sometimes to act as a focus and organiser of
local OP Reunions.

Being an OP Rep is not intended to be onerous. The idea is for
the individual to be on hand so that any OP arriving in his or
her area has at least one person to contact for help in finding

Should anyone living overseas who is not on this list feel like
becoming a Rep, we would be delighted to hear from them.
Also, it is important that all OP Reps keep us updated with
their contact details. Any changes should be sent to Joanne
Whitmore at the College joanne.whitmore@pangbourne.com

Charles Pettit (Buenos Aires, Argentina)
cpettit@argentinaconsultancy.com

Geoff Popple (Cape Town, South Africa)
gemp@iafrica.com

Paddy Evelegh (Perth, Western Australia, Australia)
pevelegh@hotmail.com

Patrick Griffith (Palma, Majorca, Spain)
Patrick@larkside.com

Roger Pike (Sydney, New South Wales, Australia)
pikeopnsw@gmail.com

Mark Haynes (Sri Lanka)
Mark.Haynes@international.gc.ca

Mark Martin (North Sydney, New South Wales, Australia)
mark.martin@ap.cushwake.com

Tim Goodenough (Lausanne, Switzerland)
tim.goodenough@gmail.com

Geoff Rae (Brisbane, Queensland, Australia)
OPSocQld@optusnet.com.au

Michael Keigwin (Uganda)
mkeigwin@hotmail.com

Ron Aldridge (Toronto, Canada)
raldridge@bell.net

Andrew Nzeyi (Kampala, Uganda)
andrewnzeyi@gmail.com

James Mackenzie (Vancouver, Canada)
togetjames@gmail.com

Wayne Heyland (USA - New York)
wheyland@gmail.com

Louis Carrel (Limassol, Cyprus)
louiscarrel@btinternet.com

Jeff Beech-Garwood (St. Paul, Minnesota)
jeffbeechg@gmail.com

Mike Jones (Martina Franca, Puglia, Italy)
jfam101@aol.com

Gyles Thornely (Colorado)
gthornely@gmail.com

Fran Crowther (nee Pearson) (New Zealand)
frazzie99@hotmail.com

Nick Gillett (Los Angeles, California)
mail@nick-g.com

Robin Paine (New Zealand)
rs.paine@btinternet.com

Rory Copinger-Symes (Hawaii)
rozzacs@me.com or
FORNATL-UKBgenPACOMJ4

Shaun Maynard (Johannesburg, South Africa)
maynard@intekom.co.za
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NEWS FROM OP
LADIES
Dr. Sally Graddon ((nee Clare; 98-00) wrote
from north Devon at the end of 2016.
“It’s been a busy few years one way and
another! My husband and I now have three
beautiful children who provide endless
fun and keep us on our toes! I’m finding
it hard to believe that my eldest daughter
is nearly nine!! We also have a nearly fiveyear old daughter and two-year old son,
who is a force to be reckoned with! Our
two dogs insist that we get out to see the
beautiful North Devon countryside every
day, not that I’m complaining! With the
coastal path on our doorstep we’re truly
spoilt.
After deciding to leave medicine following
the birth of my eldest daughter I feel
incredibly blessed to have found my dream
job! I’m a life coach, helping professional
mothers (and the occasional father) find
balance in their lives. So many of the
women I meet are stressed, overwhelmed
and exhausted as they struggle to fit
everything in, feeling guilty for just about
everything, and I feel incredibly lucky that
they trust me to help them.
I’ve recently got back in touch with the
lovely Natalie Miles (95-02) and found that
we have far more in common than I’d ever
realised! I’d love to catch up with some
more OP’s – it’s been 16 years since I left
the College, which is more than enough

Simone Greatorex (c; 11-16)

time for us all to have some interesting
stories to tell.” Sally later attended the
West Country centenary reunion lunch in
Brixham.
Jessie Payne (97-02) is a Specialist Registrar
in Emergency Medicine and Intensive Care
Medicine at The Royal London Hospital in
Whitechapel, London. She was interviewed
over two pages in Issue 1, 2017 of Ensign.
She qualified from Imperial College in
2009 and has since held a range of jobs in
various specialities as part of her training
as a junior doctor. Part of this involved
appearing on the Channel 4 programme
24 Hours in A&E which she saw as “a good
way to advocate for Emergency Medicine”
after a turbulent 18 months for the NHS.
Her Pangbourne background helped her
greatly, she believed. “The ethos of the
College is one that supports people’s

Georgia Francis (r; 08-13) with her silver medals at Varesse
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strengths and encourages individuality
whilst instilling discipline and drive.”
Simone Greatorex (11-16) is holding a
fundraising dinner on 17th February, 2018
in aid of Alzheimer’s Research UK and
hopes that OPs in the Reading/Thames
Valley area will be able to attend. The
venue will be Trunkwell House Hotel,
Beech Hill Road. More details from Simone
at simonekgreatorex@gmail.com
Simone was in St. George Division and
is now studying English at De Montford
University.
Georgia Francis (08-13), rowed for Great
Britain with Emily Carmichael in the
European Championships at Racice in
the Czech Republic in May, placing first
in the B-final of the Women’s Doubles
in a time good enough to have placed
4th in the A-final. Now 23, Georgia, who
attended the OP centenary dinner in April,
previously was in the World Championship
Quad Sculls boat that came 8th in the U23
event at Rotterdam in August, 2016.
Anjali Khera (nee Guptara; 95-99) emailed
to say that she “hasn’t been doing much
career-wise” since she had her son Rohan
nearly two years ago. However, in 2017
she did begin working with her husband
in his new company “Node” – described
as “a global collection of thoughtfullydesigned, fully furnished, communityminded, beautiful boutique residential
apartments.” Her title there is “Global
Community Curator.” In March Anjali had
a ‘small world’ moment when she took
her son into A&E at St. Mary’s Hospital,
Paddington. The paediatric consultant
taking his blood looked up “and we
recognised each other after 19 years…
the lovely Teriola Naiyeju (96-98). Teriola
was in PJ and graduated in 1998, the same
year as my brother Ranjeet (93-98), now
working with Wells Fargo in Los Angeles.”

PROFILE: MAKING A MILLION
Giles Fuchs (78-83) featured in a BBC News
Business Proﬁle in August, published on
the BBC website. It is reproduced here
with kind permission of the BBC.

Giles Fuchs’ offices

The day Giles Fuchs (78-83) learned he
had failed his A-levels, his family gathered
around the dining table for dinner as
normal. His father didn’t say a word during
the meal, waiting until the plates had been
cleared to turn to his son and say: “Giles, I
hope you’re good with your hands.”
Hoping to prove his dad wrong despite
the dismal results, the next day Mr Fuchs
knocked on the door of the biggest estate
agent chain in Northamptonshire to ask for
a job. “I’ll be the best negotiator you’ve ever
had,” the teenager told the manager. “Can
you start on Monday?” was his response.
Today a multi-millionaire 52-year-old, and
co-founder and boss of UK serviced office
business Office Space In Town (OSIT), Mr
Fuchs says that the three years he spent
working for that estate agency in the East
Midlands gave him an invaluable grounding.
“It taught me how to interact with people and how to sell,” he says.
Ambitious to be his own boss, at the age of
21 Mr Fuchs opened his own firm of estate
agents with a friend in 1987. The business
was a success, and numerous other
profitable ventures followed, including a
disaster recovery company, until in 2010
he decided to join forces with his sister Niki
and launch OSIT. Just seven years later OSIT
enjoys annual revenues of more than £20m.
The decision of Mr Fuchs and his sister to
start OSIT was very much them following
in the family tradition, as back in 1979
their mother had set up the first such
businesses in the UK. Niki had taken over
the running of her mother’s business, City
Executive Centres, and Mr Fuchs joined her
in the early 2000s, before the business was
ultimately sold in 2005.
Now valued at £200m, OSIT has six
buildings in London, and a further four
in other parts of the UK. Serviced offices
provide everything an entrepreneur or
company needs to go into business. In
addition to office space, they have internet
access, desks, chairs, meeting rooms and
even reception staff they can rely on.

Giles Fuchs

OSIT’s first office opened in January 2011 in
the Euston Tower in central London, using
leased space. However, a year later OSIT
was able to start buying its own buildings,
after joining forces with a property fund. Mr
Fuchs says this development was pivotal.
“That turned us from being a serviced
office manager, into a property company and a successful one.”

the serviced office sector will continue to
grow more appealing to investors.

As the owner of its own buildings, OSIT has
more freedom to design and fit them out
to its own specifications. To stand out from
the crowd, its interiors are all designed to a
different, and some might say - outlandish
- theme, from board game Monopoly to
Alice in Wonderland and the interior of
a luxury yacht. Mr Fuchs says this gives
each building a unique “character and
personality”.

Andrew Shepherd-Barron, a serviced office
sector analyst at Peel Hunt, agrees that the
sector is ripe for further expansion. He
says that this growth is led by companies
- both big and small - increasingly wanting
the flexibility that serviced offices can offer,
rather than being tied into long traditional
office hire leases.

Owning its buildings, rather than leasing
them, has also made it easier for OSIT to add
extra facilities, such as hair salons, gyms,
cafes, bars and hotel rooms. It also means
that OSIT can lower its fees in the event of
an economic downturn, as well as reap the
gains as the value of commercial property
rises. That’s not to say that Mr Fuchs is
expecting to cut charges any time soon.
A firm advocate of Brexit, he believes the
pain of leaving the European Union will
prove to be “a storm in a teacup... the truth
is, Britain is doing really well.” He adds that
while the fall in the value of the pound has
helped exporters, it has also made investing
in the UK more attractive to foreign
entities. “There is a wall of money arriving
in London at the moment,” he says. Last
year a Chinese real estate asset manager
called Kailong took a stake in OSIT for an
undisclosed sum, and Mr Fuchs argues that

Currently the serviced office sector
accounts for 7% of the UK office market. This
is worth £16bn, according to a report last
year by research group Capital Economics,
which predicts that the UK industry will rise
to just over £60bn by 2025.

At OSIT while Mr Fuchs has the chief
executive title, his sister is managing
director. He explains how they divide up
the workload: “Niki looks into the business,
running the business operationally, dayto-day. I look out, raising finance, finding
buildings, and creating strategy.” He adds
that working with his sister is a “fabulous
experience”. “I absolutely know she’s got
my back covered.”
While Mr Fuchs may not have done well
in his A-levels, he says that his dad is very
pleased - not unsurprisingly - with what he
has gone on to achieve. “Both our parents
are very proud [of both Niki and me],” he
says. “My mother started the [serviced
offices] industry in the UK in 1979, in a
tiny building in Northampton, and they are
exceptionally pleased that we have picked
up the baton and run with it.”
by Chris Johnston, BBC News Business
reporter
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I WANTED TO GO TO SEA
Few OPs go to sea these days. One who
has is Will Broom (08-13), now a junior
oﬃcer with Carnival UK, part of the
Carnival Corporation which owns Cunard
and P&O. Here he describes his four-year
journey from the College to MV Arcadia.
It was a tough decision in my final year at
school. I had two options: university, along
with the rest of my class mates; or to follow
my ambition to carve out a career at sea.
Both had pros and cons. However, after a
summer trip on the RMS Queen Mary 2,
I knew what I wanted to do. As soon as I
received my A-level results, I decided to
go for my dream! So I swapped my seat in
Pangbourne’s first VIII to drive an ocean
liner!
A career at sea didn’t come out of nowhere.
From the age of five I had had a passion
for ships and especially passenger vessels.
For me, a career at sea was never a job.
It was always a vocation. Ironically, it was
while watching the 1997 Oscar-winning
film ‘Titanic,’ combined with family cruise
holidays from a young age, which opened
my eyes to the possibility of a maritime
career. A tour of the original Queen Mary’s
bridge in 2000 wowed me – and I was only
five at the time. Even then the sheer size
and magnificence of it all was amazing and
I knew I wanted to drive a ship like this one
day. Who’d have thought this childhood
experience would lead to where I am
today?
I was thrilled that Carnival UK wanted to
sponsor me through my cadetship. Carnival
UK is the parent company of the Cunard
and P&O shipping lines. This was a dream
come true as I had always been drawn
to the history of these great companies
and their ships. I was sent to Fleetwood
Nautical Campus in Lancashire, one of
a small number of maritime academies
dotted around the country. The course,
similar to an apprenticeship, was split into
six phases, sandwiching college time spent
learning the theory with sea time allowing
myself and other cadets to put this learning
into practise.
As a cadet, I was to complete four trips
in four different ships totalling more than
365 days at sea. My first was onboard the
MV Oceana where I spent most of the
time learning seamanship such as rope
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Will Broom on the bridge

work and deck maintenance. You need a
firm grasp of all this before you can start
completing bridge time. Even the Captain,
with his decades of experience, would have
started out his time as a cadet chipping and
painting the vessel’s metal work. Once all
the deck tasks were completed, I began my
bridge training in what would be my office
for decades to come. It really is one of the
best of all views. Seeing the green flash of
a sunset is a sight to behold and makes you
appreciate the world’s natural beauty.
I have now travelled to a variety of
destinations, primarily in the Caribbean
and Europe. In 2016, I was lucky enough
to be a cadet on Cunard’s Queen Victoria
during her 2016 full circumnavigation world
cruise. Transiting the Panama Canal was
incredible. It was, though, only on my final
trip as a cadet that my ultimate dream was
achieved. This was to sit in the conning seat
of the RMS Queen Mary 2 and be involved
in the major 2016 dry-docking exercise.
One particular memory is laying down in
one of the bow thruster tubes and under
the ship’s enormous bulbous bow. It’s still
odd knowing that, at the age of nine, I saw
Queen Mary 2 leave on her maiden voyage
in 2004. It was then that I told my parents
that I wanted to drive that ship one day.
Twelve years later, I was a cadet on the
same ship training to do what I have always
wanted to do.
After three and half years of study and
training I have completed my cadetship.

This has included a gruelling MCA Oral
examination which allowed me to achieve
an unlimited certificate of competency as an
Officer of the Watch. It took three years to
reach this stage and become a fully qualified
3rd Navigating Officer. In October, 2017 I
started my first contract with MV Arcadia of
P&O Cruises. My ambition now is to continue
to progress through the ranks, occasionally
going back to college for more training.
Eventually, I’m sure, this will allow me to
obtain my Master’s certificate and command
my own ship. I realise that it will take a lot
of hard work and dedication. But the day I
take my first command down Southampton
Water will make it all worthwhile.
In the meantime, I hope to return to
Pangbourne before long to share my
experiences with fellow Pangbournians.
Hopefully, this will inspire some future
students to follow in the footsteps of the
Nautical College’s tradition of a career at
sea – just as I have.
William Broom (Hesperus; 08-13)

Will Broom

REMODELLING DEVITT HOUSE

Those OPs who visited the College for the
Queen’s visit and/or Founders’ Day in 2017
would have noticed that Devitt House has
been given a fresh, new look befitting the
centenary.
Whilst it was important to retain the
heritage of the College, it was felt by the
Governors that Devitt needed a more

contemporary feel. The makeover was
managed by current parent Susan Fisher,
founder of the long-established interior
design practice Susan Fisher Interior
Design. Susan is the mother of 5th former
Jodie and is married to an OP, Tony Fisher
(73-77) who is the brother of OP Society
committee member John Fisher (68-72).

Tony has worked alongside Susan for five
years including the design and furnishing
for the show home at the new St George’s
Court development by Bewley Homes plc
which arose out of the old Illawarra site at
Croft House at the bottom of Prince’s Drive.
It was a bittersweet moment for Tony as he
saw the final ‘wrecking ball’ into his oncehome for four years whilst donning a hard-

Refurbished entrance hall to Devitt House
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Old Library laid out for a special lunch

hat for a site visit. Aided by brother John,
he had a picture of the old Croft House
framed for the show home, along with a
tribute montage for the first-floor landing
of well-known OPs, including Rodney
Pattisson (57-61).
Working closely with the Estates Bursar,
Simon Levine, and architect Kris Eley
of Mitchell Eley Gould, Susan and Tony
presented their design concepts whilst the
refurbishment of the building was taking
place. Once approval was given by the
Headmaster, Thomas Garnier, and other
key interested parties, including members
of the property committee of the Board of
Governors, the pair set to work producing
a colour palette that would brighten the
building - including how best to treat the
former library (aka the Yellow Room).
A number of key rooms and common
areas were then given the Farrow & Ball
treatment, producing a much admired
traditional with contemporary twist
look and feel. In addition, new carpeting
was advised for the corridor, the new
Headmaster’s study and the relocated
marketing suite on the first floor.
44

Treatments were also selected to enhance
the wonderful windows, especially those
overlooking Devitt House lawn and the
wooden staircase leading up to the
marketing suite. Use of existing furniture,
fireplaces and artwork was suggested
by Susan. It was also recommended that
the corridor leading from the reception
hall to Harbinger be used to showcase
Pangbourne College achievements, past
and present. This corridor, along with the
reception hall, was given new covers to the
seating areas. And a Pangbourne-crested
mat was recommended and is now situated
at the stairs to the top of the reception hall.
***
Ed. Note: If there are any OPs requiring an interior
design service for their home and/or commercial
premises, or require specialist furniture sourcing,
Susan and Tony would be delighted to discuss this.
They can be contacted on 01243 786563 or 077300
39273 or by emailing
susan@susanﬁsherdesigns.co.uk.
Alternatively, please visit
www.susanﬁsher.co.uk or www.furnishing.london

Display corridor with cabinet

THE COLLEGE THROUGH
THE YEARS

Stowed hammocks, hooks & sea chests 1917

In these snapshots from the past, three
OPs of varying vintages describe the
College in the 1940s, 1960s and 1990s. An
excerpt about 1917 from Robin Knight’s
centenary history of the College starts the
ball rolling.
100 YEARS AGO
“Without the first Captain Superintendent,
William Montanaro, it is hard to imagine
how the Nautical College would have
survived its first year. Wartime conditions
by 1917 were spartan, little detailed
attention had been given to the training
to be provided and many of the young
newcomers were palpably overawed by
the surroundings and the avowedly naval
regime.
Books, desks, pupils, teachers and
equipment trickled in throughout the
year. Montanaro lobbied tirelessly for
extra supplies, but food was a constant
preoccupation. All the cadets were
grouped in a single class regardless of age
or ability. A limited curriculum was drawn
up based on practical nautical topics such
as Signals, Navigation and Seamanship.
From the outset, academic subjects like
Arithmetic and Physics took second place
and were taught with a specifically nautical
bias; the History textbook in use was “The
Sea Kings of Britain” while Divinity was
based on the Voyages of St. Paul. Sport,
initially rugby, soccer and boxing, soon
assumed a central role in the daily routine.

“Very little provision had been made for
our arrival,” recalled one of the intimidated
first termers, C.M. Best, decades later.
“There seemed to be an endless run of
parades. Square bashing occupied a goodly
part of the day. Captain Montanaro made
his greatest impact on us by inspecting
parades, addressing each of us in turn…
At the river, to my dismay, I found only
an old whale-boat and two enormous
lifeboats – all three requiring a complete
overhaul before we could use them. We
were favoured during the term with an
outbreak of chicken pox which put the
school in quarantine in December. This
was heralded by the hoisting of the yellow
flag on our newly-erected flag staff and
constituted our initial instruction in the use
of the international Code of Signals. That
first term seemed as if it would never end.”

momentous developments. On 17th
November, the College was formally
opened by the Second Sea Lord, Admiral
Heath, and inspected by representatives of
merchant shipping companies. Soon after
the Board of Trade conducted another
inspection. Subsequently the Admiralty
agreed that pupils could be enrolled as
Cadets RNR and that a few nominations
might be made each year to the Royal
Naval College Dartmouth. In parallel, the
Board of Trade agreed that time spent at
the College could count towards a Second
Mate’s Certificate. So was created, right at
the very outset of the Nautical College’s
existence, a fundamental fault line
between the different Royal and Merchant
Navy educational objectives that was to
dog the school’s structure, purpose and
management for the next 50 years.

But end it did on 20th December. The
month before had involved several

Exactly how the new College worked was
described in a long and flattering article

The first entry 1917
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in the Journal of Commerce in 1918. A
lengthy day punctuated by bugle calls
and warning bells began promptly at
6.30am when the cadets were roused.
‘Heave out! Lash up and stow! Sun’s a
burning yer eyes out,’ one of the two
Instructors would bawl at the boys. At
7.25am cadets lined up on Devitt House
terrace for physical drill known as the
“dawn parade.” From then to 4.00pm
they marched hither and thither from
parade ground to dining hall to classroom
to dining hall to classroom. Two hours
of sport occupied the 4.00-6.00pm slot
followed by tea and evening study. At
8.30pm the order was given ‘Stand-by
hammocks.’ Prayers were read at 8.55pm.
At 9.30pm the duty officer would conduct
an inspection. “So ends an average day at
the College under the summer routine,”
noted the awestruck reporter. The term
system engendered a sturdy team spirit
and while discipline was tough and life
was often hard, bullying was rare and
the cadets were allowed to keep pets like
rabbits and ferrets in cages behind the
rudimentary Study Block. There was no
home leave, but on Sunday afternoons
the school decamped en masse to the
woods. Here tree huts proliferated, an
aerial railway took shape and sausages
and potatoes were roasted in dugouts….

DURING THE WAR YEARS

For his part, Capt. Montanaro was
harried from pillar to post by intrusive
and insistent managerial and reportorial
demands from the London office. At the
end of the first year he felt too tired to go
away on holiday. “It has been a tough year
(but) I know I shall restore my mental and
physical health here,” he wrote wearily
to the Devitts. Conscientious, admired
and notably ahead of his time in his
sensitive handling of his teenage charges,
Montanaro was close to exhaustion. Yet
his immense efforts had borne fruit.”
Excerpted from Pangbourne College:
Spirit in Changing Times

In reality, the war was not so far away. I
remember being depressed by the news
that the battleship HMS Royal Oak had
been sunk during a daring U-boat raid on
Scapa Flo. Inevitably, too, cadets who had
just left the College became casualties
while serving in the armed services or the
Merchant Navy. One I knew (N.M. Adams
36-40) was on HMS Hood when she was
sunk with almost all hands in the Denmark
Strait in 1941.

Founders’ Day parade on Big Side 1941
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“In the early war years Pangbourne was
quiet and peaceful with very few air
raid alarms or other direct reminders
that there was a war on. We were, of
course, obliged to accept strict black-out
regulations, and minor distractions such
as the need to carry somewhat primitive
gas masks in cardboard boxes with their
string shoulder straps. Rationing was an
unavoidable feature and the food can
best be described as just bearable. If one
became desperate, hard ships’ biscuits
were always available; we claimed they
were full of weevils but I never found any!
One feature of our wartime school life was
the nightly Devitt House Tower Watch.
Those taking part were responsible
for sounding the alarm if an air raid
threatened, and especially for keeping a
look-out for incendiary bombs. During my
time, the Tower was manned by a single
cadet for one hour only. After that not-too
demanding duty was over, the reward was
a welcome mug of Bovril. After I left in
1942 I understand there were occasional
air raids in the neighbourhood and the
Tower Watch became a slightly more
sophisticated operation with three cadets
on duty at a time.

I still have my Log for the Summer
Term 1939 and it gives a lot of general
information for parents and cadets. For the
latter, it explains that pocket money was

A working party in 1939

1/- per week and to guard against loss no
cadet might retain in his possession more
than 2/-. Inflation has set in since then!
There were some great characters amongst
the staff. One of the best remembered
was Harry Sykes who, on leaving the Army
in 1919 with an MC and Bar, then spent
nearly 40 years at the College and became
a friend of everyone. His subject was
Mathematics and I will always think of the
occasion when, exasperated by my failure
to grasp some simple aspect of his subject,
he said: “Hopkins, you are hopeless, you
are like a constipated owl.” I have never
quite worked that one out!
The key man in the successful running of
the College in those difficult war years was
Sir Philip Devitt, Chairman of the Board
of Governors. A busy man, yet he found
time to exchange correspondence with
many of us after we left Pangbourne. In
my case I was fortunate in being awarded
the Founders’ Medal and a sextant from
the Orient Line and should have received
them at Founders’ Day 1942. But by then I
was away at sea with the Blue Funnel Line.
My first voyage in convoy happened to
be to New York where I visited the British
Apprentices’ Club with its suite of rooms

College. The complement of the College
was small and this new intake, with their
own damaged identity, proved to be very
destabilizing. At the same time, there was
a small coterie of highly disruptive cadets
who at other times might not have been
accepted by the College or been expelled.
Some cadets even took themselves off to
the first Isle of Wight (counter culture)
Festival in 1968. Half of the garden
gnomes of Berkshire ended up in Illawarra
woods, having re-located nocturnally, and
one or two of them watched the 1971
Founders’ Day parade from the chimney
pots of Hesperus. There was beer brewing
in Hesperus woods and even in the loft
space of Hesperus when Mr. Atkins was
making his own below, so masking the
smell from the activities above!

King George VI with his daughter Princess Elizabeth – the first of her five visits to the College

in a hotel on 23rd Street, set up by a kind
American lady. There on the wall was a
large aerial photo of Devitt House and
there were several copies of the College
Log – all thanks to the good work of Sir
Philip.
As I look back to September, 1938, when
I joined Port Jackson (the junior house at
the time), I can honestly say that I have
never had any regrets about going to
Pangbourne. From the very beginning I
was happy to wear a uniform and enjoyed
the marching and parades that went with
it. There was discipline, yes, but never
overpowering and there was pride and a
sensible degree of competition between
the Divisions – in my case, Macquarie. The
very fact that I have always looked upon
138, my Pangbourne number, as lucky,
speaks for itself.”
Tony Hopkins (38-42)
THE COLLEGE CHANGES COURSE
“To those of us joining the NCP in
September 1967 it became apparent from
what was said by more senior cadets that
us newcomers were Too Late. The Queen
had visited at the end of the previous
term. The Band and the Guard had been at
their zenith, the shoes and boots at their
spit’n’polished best, the uniforms their
most spotless. We had Missed It, and were
going to be permanently inferior because
we would never participate in anything
that grand.
By degrees, starting with the next term’s

intake, we became increasingly less
inferior. After four years we actually
became senior but by that stage the
institution in which we were ostensibly
senior, and the external environment (i.e.
the Real World!) had changed in such a
way as to make the hitherto unmistakable,
functioning hierarchy far less distinct and
effective. Quite suddenly, after 50 years,
Cadet Officers had far less control and
even in the classrooms there was frankly
disruptive behaviour to a degree unlikely
to have been tolerated before.
The four years I attended the College
(1967-71) bridged the transition from the
Nautical College to Pangbourne College.
To a young person, things just happened
or were regarded as normal. But looking
back it was obviously a highly abnormal
period in the life of the school – a fact
that must have been recognised by the
Staff who will have felt highly uncertain
and insecure. My time, in other words,
cannot have been a particularly happy
period for anyone associated with the
College. As evidence, I would cite the lack
of “bonding” between cadets and the
place seen, for example, in the almost
total absence of contributions to the OP
Magazine from any cadets of that era.
During my second year it became clear that
major changes were afoot. Captain Lewis
was retiring. A Headmaster would replace
him. The school would change its name.
There was talk of losing the uniform. We
heard that HMS Worcester on the Thames
and TS Mercury on the Hamble were
closing; 15 boys from Mercury came to the

An awful lot was going on and survival of
the College must have been a Near Run
Thing. The governors of the time, the
College’s first “civil headmaster” Peter
Points (who once referred to himself as
“the highest-paid picker-up of litter in the
land”) and those staff who ‘stayed with
the ship’ are owed our thanks for having
confidence in the tradition and for keeping
their nerve.
David Inglesby (67-71)
CHANGING THE EMPHASIS: THE 1990s
I began my five-year journey at Pangbourne
College back in September, 1987. Margaret
Thatcher and the Conservatives had
coasted to their third election victory in a
row, Rick Astley’s ‘Never Gonna Give You
Up’ was #1 in the charts and I was settling
into a new life in Illawarra.
1987 was also memorable in that it was
the year of the ‘Great Storm’ – deemed
the worst gale in England in nearly 300
years. This had a significant impact on the
College that winter as it did everywhere
else. Illawarra, which was stranded at
the bottom of the drive, was arguably the
worst affected part of the College and I
have clear memories of our house master,
Ian Busby, setting up generators. To assist
with lighting in the house, scaffolding
lights were intertwined through the
division like lights on a Christmas tree. I
believe we were out of power for at least
a week, but it was all very exciting to us
new boys.
Since Illawarra was physically separated
from the rest of the College, I believe that
my housemates and I felt a particularly
strong sense of camaraderie. We all had
to do the same trek every morning up to
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breakfast and then back again throughout
different points of the day. Aside from
being good exercise, the walks provided
plenty of opportunities to deepen
friendships.
The College underwent a certain amount
of change during my time. The strong
connections to naval traditions, formalities
and discipline, for example, eased. In the
late 80’s, the two uniforms, marching,
parades, akkers and doggying was all still
very much a part of day-to- day life. These
were traditions that became very normal
for me and ones that I embraced. By the
early 90’s, akkers and doggying had fallen
by the wayside and with a new Headmaster
on board, Anthony Hudson, a certain
amount of modernizing of the school took
place. Core traditions remained, like daily
divisions and weekend parades (with the
obligatory spitting and polishing of our No
1 shoes), but other elements of school life
started to subtly change.
Perhaps one of the most significant
changes occurred in September, 1990
when Pangbourne ushered in its first
female student, Claire Whitehead, and
shortly after that Charlotte Butterworth
(nee Drake), who is now a Governor of
the College. This was all very exciting for
us boys, as you can imagine! The girls
certainly received a great deal of attention
from us boys, but all with the best of
intentions. The rest, of course, is history,
as the College is now fully co-educational.
The facilities at the College were all
very well up kept, although arguably
the geography, languages and sciences
buildings were all a little tired. During my
time, Drake Hall was modernized and Port
Jackson got a very tasteful extension. It
was actually just after my departure that
the school markedly changed. A rebuilt
Design & Technology centre opened in

HM Anthony Hudson and the Elim Pentecostal chapel in Salisbury

1993 and a new Modern Languages block
opened in 1994.
Trumping all this was the completion
of the Falkland Island Memorial Chapel
in 2000. The inception of this project,
though, came in 1992 when a group of us
boys bused down to Salisbury to look at
an old disused chapel that was intended
to be the memorial chapel. For one reason
and another it was never meant to be and
in the end a beautiful new bespoke chapel
was built.
Pangbourne certainly provided many
opportunities for students to learn and
grow. I was very fortunate to take part
in a couple of new programmes that the
College offered its senior students. In
1990, Ray Ward took a group of us on
an expedition to northeast Greenland,
in the pursuit and discovery of the flora
and fauna. It was also an opportunity to
learn more about mountain and crevasse
rescue. It was an extremely memorable
and enjoyable trip. Unfortunately, it nearly
turned into tragedy when David Harris

(then house master of Hesperus) had an
accident while destroying some garbage
and was severely burnt. He was quickly
flown out of Greenland and thankfully
fully recovered.
In 1992, Graham Simmons took another
group of us to Kenya in order to support
the building of a mother-and-child health
care clinic. Aside from learning a great
deal about another culture and continent,
this was a humbling experience. Looking
back, I do appreciate that many teachers
at the College went above and beyond to
provide us with rich learning experiences.
Like many other boys, I spent a great
deal of time playing sport and benefited
from the strong coaching at the time, the
opportunities that sport provided and
the valuable life skills such as teamwork,
commitment, tenacity and dedication
that I learned. I was both fortunate and
honoured not only to be a part of the
1st XV rugby team but also the college’s
1st VIII. In 1992 our crew succeeded in
winning the Princess Elizabeth challenge
cup at Henley Royal Regatta, for only the
third time in Pangbourne’s history. We
also set a course record of 6 minutes 22
seconds which was not broken until 2011!
One final reflection on my time at the
College. Pangbourne instilled in me a
certain discipline that was definitely
lacking in my earlier school years and set
me on a strong, straight course. I owe a lot
to the College, the life-long friends I made,
the teachers, coaches, house master and
head master who all played a pivotal part
of my life.
James Mackenzie (87-92)

Port Jackson Winter 1967 term
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MEMORIES

The OP Society website has a section
called Memories. On it, OPs share events
and people from their time at the College.
In 2017 there was a bumper crop.
Mike Beavington (59-63) unearthed
colour slides in his loft. “A friend who
was a professional photographer scanned
them for me and I have posted some on
Google Photos. There are nine pictures.
I believe it is quite a long time since
the College Fireflies were sailed on the
Thames but that is where we sailed all our
matches and the ladder races at the time.
I was in the Sailing Top and thoroughly
enjoyed the sailing in the summer term
even though I was never very good. In one
of the slides, the boat with the white hull
and an “X” on the sail is Te Kotuku which
means White Heron in Maori. The boat
was a gift to the Duke of Edinburgh and
was on loan to the College. Members of
the Sailing Top could use it. It was a bit big
for the Pangbourne reach but nice to sail
once around the corner near Beale Park.”
No less than three OPs – Barry Thompson
(42-45) in New Zealand, Nick Wilson
(48-52) in British Columbia and Philip
Bellamy (48-53) in Switzerland – sent
the OP website sections from memoirs
they have written for their children and
grandchildren. All contained insightful
memories – positive and negative - of
the NCP at a difficult time in its history.
Philip recalled with some exasperation
his attempts to get a better science-based
education. These eventually involved him
giving lectures to the Science Society, then
run by ‘Minnie’ Beet, on topics such as
the Sound Barrier and the Radio Control
of Models – so presaging a distinguished
career in satellite technology and
industrial process systems.

The bicycle disc

Soccer at Pangbourne in 1962

On a lighter note, a discussion on
Facebook in May about grids in the 1970s
produced some vintage memories from
ten OPs including Paul Clinch (76-81),
Mike Matthews (75-80), Phil Plato (7276), John Cooke (72-76), Tiger Leahu
(70-74) and Mike Jones (75-80). Paul
started the thread with a recollection
about bicycle “scrutineering” conducted
by Peter Politzer in Illawarra – “very
thorough” – which, if passed, resulted in a
disc being displayed on a bike. Mike Jones
remembered ‘Hoops’ testing his bike
and its faulty brakes by careering down
Prince’s Drive and crashing on Bere Court
Road. Some grids, it appears, had massive
cowhorns attached for maximum effect.
Tim Tilden-Smith (43-46) sent a photo
from Guernsey of himself helming a small
boat in Florida in the 1980s. It was called

Dogo after a motor boat owned by the
College on the Thames in the 1940s and
also named Dogo – so called because
when the Executive Officer Commander
MacIllwaine saw it for the first time he
exclaimed ‘Oh my God!’
Soccer is not a sport much associated
with Pangbourne but in November 1960 a
team of cadets played a match on White’s
Field against a team of College stewards.
Richard Givan (57-60) shared this memory,
and an image of the occasion, with us.
Other contributors in 2017 to the
Memories page – and thanks to you all
– included David Inglesby (67-71), Mike
Beavington (59-63), Andrew Herbert (5862) and Merrick Rayner (68-73).
Keep the memories rolling in!

Tim Tilden Smith & Dogo
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BOOK REVIEWS 2017
A CATALOGUE OF DISASTERS
by VICTOR R GIBSON (56-59)
(La Madrila Press; 2015;
ISBN 978-0-9557002-4-8)

the Supply Ship; Supply Ship Operations)
ons).
His latest work, a 384-page text about 29
offshore disasters, was a contender for
the 2016 Mountbatten Maritime Literary
Award.
Essentially, the book is a compilation of
accounts of important marine incidents
worldwide covering the 1957-2012 period.
Included are extensive reports about such
accidents as the Piper Alpha platform
explosion and fire in the North Sea in
1988, the loss of the Ocean Ranger semisubmersible platform off Newfoundland in
Canada in 1982 and BP’s Deepwater Horizon
disaster in the Gulf of Mexico in 2010.
Gibson has personal knowledge of two
of these incidents but his main intention
in spending 18 months wading through
thousands of pages of official reports and
musty documents to produce this book is
not to be judgemental but to “present them
in a way that (is) interesting for a reader
and provides information and guidance for
anyone involved in the business.”

Victor Gibson has spent a lifetime at sea or
involved with the sea since he left the NCP,
the last 20 years as a safety consultant. He
has a number of previous well-received
books to his credit, particularly about the
offshore supply industry (The History of

THE FORGOTTEN PYRAMID
by John Lucas (60-64)

(ISBN 978-84-606-7601-0) Published in
2015. Available from the author
This short (70 pages) booklet is intended
to propagate a “forgotten truth” – that
the pyramids of Egypt are actually based
on the shape of the Canaries’ great, snowcovered volcano Mount Teide, 3,700
metres high on the island of Tenerife. It
concludes: “There are a lot of clues – some
may even use the word evidence – but no
proof.”
Lacking this killer element, John Lucas (6064), who was born on the neighbouring
island of Grand Canary and has spent
all his working life on Tenerife, had no
choice but to resort to seeking out a mass
of tangential facts and trying to tie them
together in a convincing form to prove his
hypothesis.
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well, the offshore drilling and production
oil and gas industry, although heavily
regulated on paper, frequently makes its
own rules on a day-to-day basis reflecting
its convoluted ownership structure and
contractor-led basis. In the Deepwater
Horizon accident, to give one example, at
least a dozen companies apart from BP
were involved in the everyday operation
of the rig at various levels, command was
diffuse and responsibility divided up in
damaging ways.
Victor Gibson’s “bias” is his strong belief
in formal training. A master mariner at the
age of 26, he served ten years as a supply
ship master and ten years before that as
an apprentice before becoming a safety
consultant to the industry, focusing on
risk assessment and writing innumerable
recommendations. “One has to say that
my clients did not always take any notice
of me,” he remarks in a blog accompanying
this book.

Some of the incidents described are
imprinted on national consciences, some led
to major regulatory reform in the offshore
industry while still others have been
forgotten and had no obvious impact except
on the lives of those concerned. Indeed, in
his research Gibson is surprised to discover
that some accidents were never properly
investigated at all while some others were
investigated but the findings have never
been made public.

The work ends with a chapter of conclusions
that emphasise the need for improved formal
training, better practical guidance and more
meaningful risk assessment to help people
work more safely in the uniquely dangerous
offshore energy industry. Whether anyone
will heed the plea is debateable – a book like
this is unlikely to be bedtime reading on too
many rigs around the world. But without
the accumulated expertise of veterans like
Victor Gibson being passed on to the next
generation, there is no hope of lasting
improvement.

As this suggests, and the book brings out

By Robin Knight (56-61)

He starts with ancient Egyptians in the
time of Snefu (2613-2589BC) – the most
important pharaoh of all where pyramidbuilding is concerned – and demonstrates
there was seaborne traffic in this era
between Snefu’s subjects and the original
inhabitants of the Canaries known as the
Guanches.
From this slender thread, John builds up
a fascinating spider’s web of forgotten or
overlooked coincidences linking Mt. Teide
and the Egyptian structures. Along the
way he covers such things as language,
burial traditions, north African migration,
the original white colour of the pyramids
before thieves stripped the marble away,
and Mediterranean trade patterns 4,600
years ago. He is compelling, there are a lot
clues and he has spent years investigating
his theory wherever it took him. But, to
this lay reader, he is not conclusive.

John is far from abashed. He writes on the
back cover: “We know who built them (the
pyramids), we know why they were built,
we know when they were built and where
the enormous stones came from with
which these wonders of the ancient world
were constructed…What we don’t know
is why they were built in that pyramid

shape and covered in white Tura stone.
This ancient truth is about to be revealed
in this book.”
Sadly, it is not. Whether this matters at all
to the author seems doubtful. He wrote
his monograph, one suspects, to assuage
his lifelong fascination with Mt. Teide and

to stir up debate among Egyptologists. In
doing so, he has certainly entertained his
readers and left them better informed
about such arcane matters as primeval
mounds, the languages of north Africa and
mummies.
by Robin Knight (56-61)

DEATH’S STING

by Ewen Southby-Tailyour (55-59)
(Westlake Books in 2017
ISBN 978-1-54084-935-9)
embargo and ethnically-cleanse Krajina of
its 200,000 Serb inhabitants who had lived
in the 6,500-square mile region for 500
years.
The core American aim, he asserts,
was “the subjugation of the Serbs” and
he charges President Bill Clinton with
personally colluding with the Croatian
President Franjo Tudman ahead of the
Croat Army invasion of Krajina.

For his 17th book Ewen Southby-Tailyour
(55-59) has dug deep into his past to
produce a novel based on his experiences
in 1993-94 as a monitor with the European
Community Monitoring Mission (ECMM)
in the Former Republic of Yugoslavia and
specifically in the so-called Republic of
Serbian Krajina. He resigned in 1994 after
being asked by his superiors to falsify daily
reports concerning the breaking of a U.N.
arms embargo then in force.

The allegedly neutral ECMM monitors,
for their part, were mostly biased and in
the pay of EU intelligence agencies (he
admits at the start of the book that he
informally briefed MI6 in the UK while in
Krajina). Many of the monitors were also
corrupt or compromised by illicit liaisons
with local girls. Out-of-control local Croat
commanders were not above trying to kill
ECMM members and their translators if
they proved too nosey. And nearby Italy
was in cahoots with the Serbs in Krajina
as part of a desperate initiative to regain
territory in the northern Adriatic region
lost to Yugoslavia after World War 11.

The book, says Ewen, is “90% true” and
is based on contemporary characters,
events and conversations. As the racy plot
unfolds – a mixture of espionage, doubledealing and a love story – the difficulty for
the reader is knowing where the author’s
imagination has kicked in.

This mixture of brutal realpolitik from
a generation ago and an ongoing love
story between the damaged British
hero (a widower, ex-RN) of the book and
his Croatian interpreter is an uneasy
combination. It ensures that there are
many diversions from the underlying plot
to fill in blanks and explain the intricacies
of Balkan history and politics. By the end,
most of the bad guys have met a grisly
fate – only for Ewen to complete the book
with some Author’s Notes which underline
how many of the key players in the rape of
Krajina escaped justice at subsequent war
crimes tribunals or in investigations.

On the face of it, Ewen, always outspoken
in real life, makes a series of controversial,
headline-grabbing claims. The United
States, Germany, France and Ukraine, he
writes, set out to covertly aid and abet
Croatian attempts to break the arms

To this reader, who covered the Balkan
wars in the early 1990s as a foreign
correspondent
for
an
American
newsmagazine
and
whose
first
involvement in the vicious ethnic conflict
was to witness tens of thousands of Croats

fleeing the old town of Vukovar in 1991
and seeing first-hand the dreadful trail of
mindless destruction of property and crops
that followed the Serbs territorial rampage
across much of the Former Yugoslavia,
Ewen’s perspective in this book of the
Serbs as victims is, at times, challenging.
But as he also writes at one point, “there
are no good guys out there.”
That said, the book is fluently written, with
conviction, and is far more believable than
Ewen’s one previous attempt at novelwriting. Whether it will appeal to a wide
audience today remains to be seen; the
Balkan wars and their ethnic cleansing
have already been forgotten like a bad
dream in western Europe. This reviewer
hopes that conflict will not recur but this
is a part of the world with very long living
memories, often going back to the 14th
century or earlier.
Ewen Southby-Tailyour has made a valiant
effort to ensure that the European Union,
at least, learns from its flaccid, often
duplicitous, role in the Balkans in the
1990s. Writing a novel has allowed him to
vent his frustrations in a way that a purely
factual account of the ECMM operations
in Former Yugoslavia might have inhibited.
Still, that is a book that needs to be written.
by Robin Knight (56-61)
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UNION-CASTLE LINE: THE POSTWAR LINERS
by Peter Newall

(Ships Monthly; £8.95;
ISBN 978-1-910554-18-0)

“This superb publication by Peter Newall
covers the last great British-designed and
constructed post-war passenger vessels
owned by the famous Union-Castle Mail
Steamship Company (UCMSC) of London,”
writes Peter Tambling (50-53). “The fleet

served the Southampton to Cape route
and included all major ports around Africa
through intermediaries.
All the vessels of the period and the
South African ports they visited are
listed and there are many highly detailed
photographs in the publication, including
ships and scenery. To someone like myself
privileged to have served on these ships,
the book (100 pages) is a breath-taking
accomplishment both in its detail and
colour – a pictorial treasure.
My ties with Union-Castle go back to an
old family friend, Jimmy Lowther, who ran
away to sea aged 11, later attended HMS
Worcester on the Thames and finished up
as a Second Officer with UCMSC in 1922.
In the shipping slump of 1923 he set up a
trading firm in Bristol with a partner and
the business became agents for a variety
of companies such as Mobil Oil and Berger
Paints. In my final year at the NCP, he
approached UCMSC to take me on as a
cadet, so in 1953 I joined the old Good
Hope Castle.
This is a book that brings back all sorts
of memories. The wonderful picture of
Windsor Castle on the centre pages is to
me just as if it was taken yesterday. My
recollections of the largest and fastest

mail boats such as Transvaal Castle are
just as shown in the book. When UCMSC
services ceased with the final departure of
SS Vaal in 1977, I was the Duty Berthing
Officer on duty for her departure from
Southampton.
The demise of UCMSC was accelerated
following the disastrous Seamen’s Strike
in 1968. Nearly all the fleet was double or
treble banked at berths in the docks and
laid up. It was the beginning of the end of
the British Merchant Navy and it has never
recovered.
This publication is a remarkable record,
fully documented and researched, and the
best there is about the Union-Castle Line.
Peter Newall, a well-known nautical writer,
has done an awe-inspiring job delivering a
perfect chapter in the final story of an old
British shipping company.
UCMSC was part of British and South
African historical heritage for 120 years –
one which dozens of OPs shared as serving
officers. I pride myself to be among the
privileged persons who did experience
these fine ships. How sad that the seas
will never accommodate such colourful
and beautiful tonnage again!”

MAKING THINGS HAPPEN
by Gerald Frost

(Biteback Publishing in 2015;
ISBN 978-1-84954-859-5)
had created and built a successful company
and “made enough money to retire” by
the time he was 39. Plastic Coatings, the
company he founded in 1952, was one of
the first to find the technical means to apply
a coating of plastic to metal. By the time
the company was floated on the London
Stock Exchange in 1969, it was the largest
of its type in Europe. Along the way, Vinson
pioneered progressive employment policies
that largely eliminated the distinction
between ‘workers’ and ‘staff.’

Nigel Vinson (44-48) is probably the bestknown inventor, businessman and political
insider that the College has produced. Now a
Life Peer, Baron Vinson of Roddam Dene, he
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Subsequently, Vinson made, in the words
of this affectionate biography, a “useful
contribution in reversing Britain’s economic
and political decline” through his key
behind-the-scenes roles with the Institute
of Economic Affairs and the Centre for
Policy Studies (CPS) – both highly influential
think tanks during the Thatcher era. He
headed the Queen’s Silver Jubilee Appeal
1975-77 which raised the equivalent of
£100 million in today’s money in support of
youth entrepreneurship. In his time, he has
championed rural development, pension

reform and wider share ownership among
other things. In the House of Lords, he has
made many important contributions, not
least as a critic of excessive regulation.
Now in his eighties, he continues to play a
prominent role in the campaign to take the
U.K. out of the European Union.
So the Vinson record is consistent, clear
and impressive. But running through the
book is a surprising secondary theme
of frustration that wider recognition of
his many achievements has been slow
to follow outside his adopted county of
Northumberland. The title of the book,
Making Things Happen, was chosen,
according to the author – a friend of
Lord Vinson’s – “because of its subject’s
long record of organising resources,
whether economic or intellectual, to solve
problems.” In many ways, the biography
has been written to counteract this lack of
recognition. As such, it lacks a critical edge.
Pangbourne crops up in one of the early
chapters (unfortunately, the school is

misnamed). Vinson went to the NCP
intending to enter the Royal Navy but soon
changed his mind about a career at sea. His
happiest days “appear to have been spent
building radios.” He describes “Minnie”
Beet as a “great physics teacher.” He began a
lifelong friendship with John Whitmore (4447) who later founded the OP Golf Society
and became a successful fruit farmer. In his
final year he was appointed cadet captain.
In this role “he learned an important lesson
about the nature of authority as well as
the need to exercise it with humour and
common sense” in an incident involving
“a boy called Maggs (M.E.A. Maggs 4245). Maggs was known to be a heavy
smoker” but a clearcut case against him
was dismissed by the Executive Officer
(not “headmaster” as in the text) Admiral
Oliphant on the grounds that “of course

OBITUARIES

Ross Bacon (59-62)

E.R. (Ross) Bacon (59-62) died in
December, 2016, aged 71. A report in the
Grimsby Telegraph stated in part: “The
continued success of one of Grimsby’s
best-known engineering firms will be the
lasting monument to a widely respected
local businessman. Edwin Ross Bacon,
known as Ross, sadly died in the Diana
Princess of Wales Hospital, aged 71, after a
period of failing health. His family home in
Scartho has many sympathy cards in tribute
to the engineering giant who secured the
future of the 117-year-old family business
as it transitioned, from its central role in
the heyday of Grimsby’s fishing industry,
to modern day engineering company. His
determination and astute business sense
ensured its survival and the livelihoods
of many of its workers, while most other
fishing firms went to the wall.
Ross, son of Arthur Edwin Bacon, ran E.
Bacon & Co Ltd (now Bacon’s Engineering)

you (Maggs) are telling the truth!” In 1986
Vinson was Guest of Honour on Founders’
Day and recalled the incident in his speech
by saying that it “provided a marvellous
example of true leadership (and) taught me
more than words can say.”
Quite why Nigel Vinson is not better known
or more widely recognised is hinted at
here and there in the text without being
explored in any depth. Socially, he has little
time for small talk. Geographically, he lives
in one of the remotest parts of England
close to the Scottish border. Often, he has
been ahead of the trend. And since the
end of the Thatcher premiership in 1992,
the free market, popular capitalism policies
and ideas that he and the CPS have long
advocated have, perhaps, lost some of their
allure.

on Hutton Road for more than 40 years
after first serving in The Merchant Navy.
He was the fourth generation of the family
to run the business, which in the 1940s
had more than 40 trawlers in its mid
water fishing fleet, a number of which had
been requisitioned by the nation during
the Second World War as minesweepers.
The Bacon’s organisation also provided
engineering,
carpentry,
plumbing,
blacksmith and trawler victualling services
on Grimsby Docks for many decades.
Ross initially attended St James’ School
on Bargate, and later went on to study at
Pangbourne Naval College, in Berkshire,
which he often said was “the making of
him” and was a wonderful introduction
to the maritime world. He then joined the
Merchant Navy in 1962, at the age of 17,
which at that point was at the zenith of its
domination of global shipping, progressing
to the rank of Third Navigating Officer
whilst he worked for Port Line, part of the
renowned Cunard Group.
A dramatic life-threatening experience
came in 1967 when his ship, the Port
Invercargill, was caught up in the Suez
Canal just as the Israelis and Egyptians
waged the 6 Day War and he and his crew
were stuck at anchor in Great Bitter Lake
for three months along with a number
of other trapped merchant ships. During
the period of fighting Israeli jets used the
merchant ships as cover as they swooped
on opposition lines strafing fire over
the ships at their enemy who were also
returning defensive fire at the planes. His
crew came to the rescue of many stricken
Egyptian soldiers as they attempted to
cross back into Egypt, offering food,

That said, Nigel Vinson’s life is one of very
solid, lasting achievement. On the occasion
of his 70th birthday he decided to publish an
anthology of his favourite texts and sayings
Take Upon Retiring, expanded five years
later to Take Upon Retiring – Late Extra.
In the book he prescribed his pattern for
living: “First twenty years learning,/ Second
twenty years earning,/ Third twenty years
putting in,/ Fourth twenty years taking out
– well, partly.” As Gerald Frost concludes, he
has not entirely followed this prescription
since, at the age of 86, he is still “putting in.”
He remains, as his daughter Bettina puts it
“a man who is incapable of passing by on
the other side.”
by Robin Knight (56-61)

medical assistance and transportation
across the lake.
In 1969 his father Edwin invited him to
return to Grimsby to take over the running
of the fishing business element of Bacon’s
as the Trawler Manager, an offer too good to
refuse. By this time, the company’s Lindsey
Trawler fleet constituted seven ships
including the Lucerne, Lepanto, Lemberg,
Lofoten, Longset, Lavinia and Loveden,
all names within a company tradition of
seven letters, beginning with “L”, along
with the Tom Grant. However, from the
mid Seventies and into the Eighties he had
the unenviable task of steering the family
business through its contraction into a
engineering business as they fought for
survival in the rapidly changing industrial
landscape on the Humber.
As a representative of the British Fishing
Federation he had frequent visits to
Whitehall to state the fishing industry’s
case in the face of foreign competition and
new EEC fishing ground rules. In April 1976,
the Grimsby Telegraph reported how two of
the Bacon’s fleet were to be laid up. Ross
blamed the Government’s attitude to the
fishing industry and said: “It seems that as
well as letting the distant water fleet die
they are prepared to let the near water fleet
go under as well. We are operating against
heavily-subsidised foreign competition
which is raping our North Sea.”
Into his late 50s he was also a director
and active member of the Grimsby
Conservative Club at Bargate. His son
David, who serves in the Royal Navy said:
“He was a fantastic father and absolute
family man, I could not have asked for
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more from him over the years. He was
as honest and genuine as the day is long;
you simply could not find a man of higher
integrity…It was an absolute credit to him
that he was ultimately able to hand over
Bacon’s in a brilliant position to progress
and prosper in the future after some very
turbulent times which forced many other
historic companies to fold.”
Ross Bacon’s lifelong friend Peter
Middleton (57-61) added: “It was with
great pride that last Friday I wore Ross’s
OP tie, which he himself always wore with
great pride, when, along with his son David,
I was privileged and honoured to give a
Tribute to my dear friend at his funeral. In
that Tribute, I expanded on what appeared
in the obituary in the local paper and, of
course, reminisced about our friendship
which lasted over 65 years.”

I first met Cliff in August, 1974 shortly after
arriving in South Africa after my overland
drive from London while I was searching for
a job. Cliff was very much a people person,
loved a party and was widely read with a
deep general knowledge. In retirement, he
gained a name for himself by writing many
and varied letters and articles for the local
newspaper in Port Elizabeth under the
pseudonym of ‘The Cap.’” On July 29 Cliff’s
son Philip scattered his father’s ashes in
the ocean off Port Elizabeth – an event
covered in the Herald newspaper.

Cliff Bragg (46-49)

Cliff Bragg (46-49) died in Johannesburg,
South Africa on May 13, 2017 aged 85. For
many years he was the OP Society Rep in
Port Elizabeth. He is survived by his wife
and three children. Shaun Maynard (6064), the OP Rep in Johannesburg, writes:
“Cliff was at the NCP until 1949 when he
joined Union Castle. He stayed with the
line for all his seagoing career, gaining
command around 1963-65. After coming
ashore, he became Union Castle’s marine
superintendent in Durban. Throughout
his mercantile career he enjoyed a
professional reputation second to none.

Cliff Bragg with (l) KW Anderson (19-20) &
Shaun Maynard (c; 60-64)
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John Gregson GC (37-40)

John Gregson GC (37-40), who died at the
end of 2016 aged 92, won the George Cross
for saving the life of a shipmate during a
torpedo attack in the Mediterranean in
1942. An obituary in the Daily Telegraph
stated in part: “In August 1942 Gregson was
serving as an apprentice on the Deucalion,
a merchant vessel of 7,500 tons. The ship
was one of a convoy of 14 that left Gibraltar
on August 10 with the object of breaking
through to the beleaguered island fortress
of Malta with much-needed food and fuel
supplies. From mid-1940 the island had
been subjected to heavy bombing raids
and close surveillance by the German and
Italian air and naval forces. Several earlier
attempts to get through had proved very
costly in lives and ships.
Code-named Operation Pedestal, the plan
was to make a dash for Malta through the
straits of Sicily, escorted by a task force
that included two battleships and three

aircraft carriers. At midday on August 11
the main body of the convoy bore the
brunt of the first attack by aircraft of the
German Fliegerkorps II, based in Sicily, and
of the Italian Regia Aeronautica. An hour
later, Eagle, one of the carriers, was hit by
four torpedoes 70 nautical miles south of
Cape Salinas in Majorca. She sank in four
minutes together with all her onboard
aircraft.
The following day, shortly after 1pm,
about 50 miles south-east of Sardinia, a
squadron of JU88s penetrated
the escort’s anti-aircraft screen
and attacked the merchantmen.
The Deucalion received a direct
hit but was only partly disabled
and her speed was reduced to
eight knots. She was ordered to
leave the convoy and try to reach
Malta keeping to the shallow
coastal waters, under the escort
of one destroyer, Bramham. That
evening, two Luftwaffe sorties
found them off the coast of
Tunisia. The first attack on the
freighter resulted in three near
misses. The second came from
two Heinkel torpedo bombers
which cut their engines to avoid
alerting the AA gunners and
glided in from the landward side.
The Deucalion was hit on the
starboard quarter; one of the
holds which was full of aviation
fuel burst into flames and the
order was given to abandon ship.
Lifeboats were being lowered
and the blaze was spreading
rapidly when one of the AA gunners was
found pinned down under a raft. Gregson
helped to get the gunner free but the man
had sustained severe injuries and when it
proved impossible to get him into a boat
or on to a raft there was no alternative
but to drop him overboard. John Gregson
dived into the sea after him but, in the
darkness, he could not find a life boat so
he towed him a distance of about 600
yards to a ship which picked them up.
The citation stated: “But for Apprentice
Gregson’s gallant action, undertaken with
complete disregard of his own safety, the
injured man would have had little chance
of survival.” Gregson was invested with
the Albert Medal by King George VI at
Buckingham Palace on March 30 1943.
John Sedgwick Gregson, the son of an
architect, was born in Bombay on January
4 1924. He was educated in Britain and
attended the Nautical College, Pangbourne
in Berkshire. Leaving Pangbourne in 1940,

at the age of 16, he joined the Merchant
Navy and began an apprenticeship with
the Blue Funnel Line in the general cargo
trade two years later. After serving in the
Malta convoys, in 1943 Gregson signed on
with the Brocklebank Line and received
his Second Mate’s Certificate. In 1946 he
qualified for his First Mate’s Certificate
with Common Brothers of Newcastle and,
three years later, his Master’s Certificate
when he switched to the Oregon Line.
Gregson went to New Zealand in 1952
and served for eight years as mate, then
master, in coastal shipping with the Shell
Oil Company of New Zealand. In 1961 he
joined the Bay of Plenty Harbour Board in
Tauranga as a pilot. He became navigating
officer with the Union Steamship Company
in 1977. In retirement, Gregson lived at
Mount Maunganui overlooking the Bay of
Plenty. In 1971, when the Albert Medal was
revoked by Royal Warrant, Gregson elected
to keep the original medal he received from
the King, rather than exchange it for the
George Cross. Among his other medals, he
also held the Lloyds War Medal for Bravery
in Saving Life at Sea.”

Margaret Points was born into a Lancashire
family, the daughter of an architect who
moved around the country with his job.
After attending nine schools, she went to
St. Martin’s College of Design and Fashion
in London foreshadowing a lifetime interest
and involvement in design, theatre and the
arts. In 1953, she married Peter and later
had two children, Simon and Joanna.
Arriving at the newly-named Pangbourne
College with her husband and young family
in 1969, Margaret quickly became “very
much more than a headmaster’s wife.” Soon
she was taking part in numerous school
activities including teaching an art class,
singing in the newly-formed Pangbourne
Choral Society, designing stage sets for
school drama productions, cooking meals
in short order for the many unexpected
guests who visited Devitt House.

It goes: “I’d like the memory of me to be a
happy one. I’d like to leave an afterglow of
smiles when life is done. I’d like to leave an
echo whispering softly down the ways of
happy times and laughing times and bright
summer days. I’d like the tears of those
who grieve to dry before the sun of happy
memories that I leave when life is done.”

LIVES REMEMBERED
W.P.C. Adams (39-42) died in Vero Beach,
Florida, USA on October 18, 2017 as we
were informed by his daughter. He was
92. He spent much of his life in real estate
development in the United States and had
a lifelong love of sailing.

A sketch by Margaret Points

In particular, she proved a huge asset in
the transformation of the College into a
much wider, more sensitive and inclusive
school. In John Spriggs’ words: “Her charm
and resilience were essential assets in
an ever-changing cast of characters and
situations… Entertaining preparatory
school headmasters and wives was her
smooth and effective way of marketing the
new ‘enterprise’. She was a key player.”

Margaret Points

Margaret Points, the wife of the former
Headmaster Peter Points, died on 23rd
January, 2017 aged 89 following a stroke.
The Tribute at her funeral was given by the
Rev. John Spriggs, a teacher at Pangbourne
for 23 years and Chaplain at the College
1974-97. “Gracious, kind, sensitive, loyal
– a woman in her own right” is how
John Spriggs summed up Margaret. “My
overriding memory,” he said “is of someone
who was really interested in other people.
She was sympathetic and caring and got on
with everyone while being a bit of a rebel
at heart.”

Wearing a hat on all occasions and always
looking correct, he added, were other
typical characteristics. “Margaret had an
inquiring style. She was always quick to
spot pupils or inexperienced staff who felt
lost or isolated. Many were the occasions
when she propped up others and gave them
encouragement.” In 1988 the Points retired
to Wilmington in East Sussex. Here, at Lilac
Cottage, Margaret’s love of gardening, love
of dogs and abiding interest in the welfare
of her five grandchildren had full play. The
couple moved to Sutton Manor in Sutton
Scotney in 2013.
A poem called ‘Afterglow,’ written by Helen
Lowrie Marshall and read at the funeral
by granddaughter Sophie Daniel, aptly
summed up Margaret to all who knew her.

T. Bennett (41-45)

T.A. Bennett (41-45) died in August, 2017.
He joined the New Zealand Shipping Co.
from the NCP and sailed with it for a dozen
years, obtaining his Master’s ticket in
1954. In 1956, he resigned to be with his
family and to work with his father in the
flour milling and corn merchant trade.
Covington, Richard G (40-43), a retired
Commander RN, died in August, 2016
according to Navy News. During his career
he was Director General Naval Manpower
& Training, served in HMS Tenby, Kent,
Phoenicia, Vigilant, Carron, Excellent,
Rampura and Tyne.
David Hart (49-52) died in New Zealand
on June 20, 2017. He was 82. David joined
Port Line in 1952. He was appointed to
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as a young engineer. After Gibb, he spent
three years as a Lecturer in Fluid Mechanics
at Imperial College, University of London
before joining the family firm of George
Kent in 1954. In 1965 he was appointed
MD of the Manchester operation of Kents.
Five years later he moved to New Zealand
to head the Kent company there for 15
years. He returned to the UK in 1986 but in
retirement went back to NZ in 1999.

David Hart (49-52)

command in 1967. In 1970, he became
Assistant Marine Superintendent Blue Star
Port Line first in Wellington then Auckland,
New Zealand. He joined the Shipping
Corporation of New Zealand as South
Island Manager of the Container Services
Division based in Port Otago in 1975. Later
he was Manager of Port Otago.
Keith Russell Hiscock (68-73) died
suddenly on April 26, 2017 aged 62. He
emigrated to New Zealand in 1977 with his
first wife and became financial controller
for a New Zealand branch of an Australian
company specialising in agriculture and
livestock. He lived initially in Wanganui
and later in Auckland before retiring to
Hastings. Outside his corporate life, he
enjoyed many outdoor activities including
general husbandry on two smallholdings.

Alastair Macleod (35-39) died in
December, 2016 aged 95. From the NCP,
he went into the Army in World War 11 in
the Seaforth Highlanders. He remained in
the Army for about 10 years after the war,
reaching the rank of Major, before leaving
to run his own nursery garden business
near West Byfleet in Surrey.
Bryan Matheson (34-36) died in
September, 2017 aged 97. He was an
actor, theatre manager and writer who
appeared in lesser roles in many wellknown television series such as Poirot,
Brookside, Casualty and, in 2008 aged 88,
in After You’ve Gone.

Tim Prettejohn (55-59)

Tim Prettejohn (55-59) died at Cairns
Base Hospital in Queensland, Australia in
February 3, 2017 following a stroke and
a major brain haemorrhage. He grew up,
almost on the Equator, on his father’s farm
on the foothills of Mt. Kenya. On leaving
school, and returning to Kenya, he took a
diploma at the Egerton Agricultural College.
The family farm was sold and sub-divided
after Kenyan independence and Tim moved
to the Eastern Cape of South Africa and
started farming again. Later he worked
for the local Cattle Breeders Insemination
Co-op, advising the farmers on breeding,
and training their stockmen in artificial
insemination. Disenchanted with South
African politics, he moved his family to
Australia in 1996 and started a business
to manufacture, sell and apply specialised
paints used in coating the roofs of industrial
and commercial buildings.

G.S.B Moore (47-50)

David Kent (39-43)

David Kent (39-43) died in New Zealand
on October 2, 2017, aged 91 as we were
informed by his widow Margaret. He
studied engineering at Pembroke College,
Cambridge University and then did his
National Service in the Royal Navy after
which he joined Sir Alexander Gibb and
Partners, a firm of Consulting Engineers,
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George S.B. Moore (47-50) died in
February 2017. He joined Royal Mail
Line from the College, leaving in 1955
for the automotive industry with Joseph
Lucas. In 1970, he left to start his own
business, Severn Electrodiesel, based in
Cirencester. In parallel he played rugby as
a prop forward to a good level, eventually
representing Gloucester RFC 1st XV. He
also excelled at golf achieving a handicap
of 3 and playing regularly in OP events.
D.W. Pitt (46-50) died in 2007, as we were
informed by his widow. He lived near
Frome in Somerset and at one time worked
for Marley Tiles.

Phil Shard (70-75)

Philip Shard (70-75) died in hospital on May
31, 2017 after being struck by lightning May
27 while playing a round of golf at the Fynn
Valley Golf Club near Ipswich, Suffolk. Phil,
an IT consultant aged 60, had only recently
joined Fynn Valley GC. He was a married

father-of-two and had four grandchildren.
According to a report on Daily Mail Online,
his daughter Elizabeth Griggs said: “Dad was
very loud, made an impression on everyone
he met and made friends easily. He had a
joke for everyone. He would help anyone
who was in need. He always enjoyed artistic
projects, whether it be designing his garden,
or sitting patiently with the grandchildren to
draw and do crafts.” His schoolfriend Simon
Brock (70-74) wrote a long Tribute which is
on the OP Society website.
J.S. Shillingford (48-52) died in February
2017. He served in HMS Apollo during
the Korean war, and many other Pussery
appointments including HMS Whitby

and Bulwark. He was Admiral Sir John
Fieldhouse’s Secretary when the latter
was Flag Officer Submarines and again as
Commander-In-Chief Fleet during Operation
Corporate and the retaking of the Falklands.
On retiring from the RN, he was an executive
administrator at Wells Cathedral.
C.B. Williams (17-19) died in New Zealand
in about 1980 as we were informed in 2017.
He was the second cadet to enrol at the NCP.
From the NCP, he entered the Merchant
Navy and, after some years at sea, spent
most of his life in New Zealand. For a time,
he was a harbour pilot at New Plymouth.
During WW11 he lived at Rawene on
Hokianga Harbour in the far north of the

country where he ran a ferry service. Later
he owned a shoe shop. In the mid-1950s
he moved to Whangarei on the east coast
where he worked as a ship’s chandler.
Alan Willson (54-57) died at the age of 74 in
September, 2015. He lived in Devon and is
survived by his wife and a step daughter. After
the NCP, Alan joined the Army Intelligence
Regiment and saw active service during the
60’s and 70’s in Cyprus and Borneo. Later,
he was a senior member of the Intelligence
Team in Northern Ireland at the height of the
Troubles. He was awarded an MBE. After the
Army, he became a popular and respected
member of staff at St Loye’s College, Exeter,
with responsibilities for security.

“Out of the blue, and shortly before the magazine went to print, we received details of the lives of two
notable OPs of whom only the most sketchy details were known. Both Victor Fretwell (19-21) and David
Yorke (27-30) achieved outstanding records in World War 11 and led interesting lives. Their memory
burns bright today.”

FASCINATING
F1 FACTS
They say that running a racing team
requires military discipline in order for
everything to be “just so.”Thus having a
military man as a team boss makes a fair
amount of sense, even if they may not
possess the ducking and weaving skills of
some of the car trader types who litter the
modern history of the sport.
David Yorke (27-30) was just such a man.
He was born in rural Ireland, not far from
Carlow, in 1913, when the country was still
under British rule. His father was a military
man and his grandfather before that. His
father, Major Henry Yorke, served in the
Boer War and was then awarded a Military
Cross during World War I. Young David
was sent to Belmont preparatory school in
Hassocks, in Sussex and then went on to
the Nautical College, Pangbourne where
boys were trained to become officers in the
Merchant Navy. He decided against that
career path and, at the age of 21 in 1934,
joined the Royal Air Force as a pilot. By 1939
he was a Flight Lieutenant.
During that period Yorke had become
enthusiastic about motor racing but the
war intervened and he soon found himself
in the Battle of France, flying 16 Squadron
Gloster Gladiators out of an aerodrome at
Bertangles, near Amiens. The squadron was
only in France for a few weeks but Yorke

Italian Grand Prix, Monza - 1958. David Yorke (left), Stirling Moss (centre) and Steuart Lewis-Evans
(right) Picture credit: Terry Whalebone.

saw plenty of action, twice winning the
Distinguished Service Order for his bravery.
The first DSO was awarded for carrying out
low-level reconnaissance flights on German
positions, despite heavy anti-aircraft fire and
for a similar adventure dropping supplies to
the beleaguered Allied troops in the port of
Calais. The second (a very rare achievement)
was for similar actions at Dunkirk later in
1940. He was described in one of the medal
recommendations as “a commander and
organizer of exceptional merit.” He then
flew a Hurricane in the Battle of Britain
before being sent to India as a Squadron

Leader early in 1941. By the end of the war
he had moved on to the Far East and been
promoted to the rank of Group Captain.
Yorke would remain with the RAF after World
War 11, but in 1949 accompanied another
former RAF officer, Peter Whitehead, to
the Czech Grand Prix in Brno. Whitehead
won the race with his private Ferrari, and
then asked Yorke if he would like to become
his team manager in 1950. Yorke resigned
from the RAF and took on his new role,
helping to organize things when Whitehead
was driving his own cars and when he was
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racing Jaguar factory sports cars. In 1951
Whitehead and Peter Walker won the 24hour endurance race at Le Mans in a Jaguar.
Later that summer Whitehead was offered
a drive in one of Tony Vandervell’s Thinwall
Special F1 cars for the British Grand Prix.
Yorke went with him.
When Vandervell decided to build his
own Grand Prix cars in 1954, he hired
Yorke as his team manager, working from
a base in Acton, west London. The team
ran Tony Brooks, Stirling Moss and Stuart
Lewis-Evans as drivers and all proved to be
promising. In 1958 the team won six of the
nine rounds of the World Championship
and the Constructors’ title, although
they were beaten to the Drivers’ crown
by Ferrari’s Mike Hawthorn. The success
was overshadowed by the death of LewisEvans at the end of the year, after his car
caught fire in Morocco. At the end of that
year Vandervell withdrew the team from
competition, although there were still a few
Vanwall prototypes produced until 1962.
Yorke moved on and was back in action in
1966 as team manager of JW Automotive
Engineering Ltd, which was running Ford
GT40s from a factory in Slough, with funding
from Gulf. The team beat Porsche to the
International Championship for Makes in
1968, winning Le Mans twice in 1968 and
1969, and then switched to Porsche in
1970 with the new 917 and won the title

Vanwall VW5, Aintree 1957

again. There was a third championship
in 1971 when JWA ran a third car, with
Martini sponsorship, which won Le Mans
in the hands of Helmut Marko and Gijs Van
Lennep.
The team then quit the championship and
Yorke became a consultant for Martini,
recommending that the drinks firm sponsor
the Brabham team. It had just been taken
over by Bernie Ecclestone who had known
Yorke from the days when Ecclestone was
Stuart Lewis-Evans’s manager in the late
1950s. This advice was ignored and Martini
sponsored the Tecno F1 team instead in
1972, without any real success. Things

The rugby records showed that he played
no rugby in Shanghai from 20 December
1930 until 31 October 1931. Occasionally
he turned out for his company team Asiatic
Petroleum Company in corporate matches.
However, he never reached the heights of
playing for the SRC Interport team despite
playing in several ‘Possibles’ teams in trial
matches. He also played regularly for the
SVC Machine Gunners team. His last rugby
game in Shanghai was played in March,
1934 against a U.S. Fourth Marines team.

RUGBY - AND SECRET
MISSIONS - IN CHINA
1926-46
Victor Vause Winser Fretwell (19-21)
was born on 5 April 1904 in Flemington,
Victoria, Australia, in what is now a suburb
of Melbourne.
In the records (of the Shanghai Rugby
Club), we next find Victor in England on
New Year’s Day 1922 aged 17, undergoing
training as a member of His Majesty’s
Royal Naval Reserve. He had attended the
Nautical College, Pangbourne from 191921. He spent months on board HMS Argus
before transferring to HMS Venomous, a
Modified W-class destroyer, in May 1922.
At this time, he is noted as being ‘a good
seaman for his age.’ UK Navy lists track his
time until he was removed from the list
on 15 April 1926, still holding the rank of
Midshipman.
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became complicated in 1973 when Yorke ran
a British-based Tecno operation with Martini
money, but this too was not a success and
Martini finally took Yorke’s advice and
sponsored Brabham in 1975, 1976 and 1977.
After a year out of F1 in 1978 the company
returned with Team Lotus in 1979, but the
team had lost the advantage it enjoyed in
1978 and from then on Martini concentrated
on sports cars. York was 67 and decided
to retire, but being pals with Ecclestone,
continued to attend occasional races. He
died at the age of 71 while attending the
1984 Austrian Grand Prix.
BY JOE SAWARD
(ON AN F1 MOTORSPORT BLOG SITE)

Fretwell then joined a company in
England, most likely the Asiatic Petroleum
Company, as a clerk which gave him an
opportunity for adventure. Later that year,
on 6 November 1926, he boarded the
Japanese ship Fushimi Maru at London
Docks and headed for Shanghai on a trip
scheduled to take 40 days. He would have
been in Shanghai for no more than two
weeks when he took the field in his first,
of more than 80 appearances with the
Shanghai Rugby Club (SRC).

Aside from his sporting exploits, there is
no further information about Fretwell until
a ship’s manifest shows him travelling 3rd
class to Melbourne from Southampton, UK
on board the Esperance Bay on 14 March
1931. At this time, he listed his occupation
as Merchant. His first furlough (a long
leave, often lasting a year after a three or
four year period of working) proved fruitful.
While in Australia, his engagement was
announced to Miss Phyllis Mary ‘Mollie’
Langford, the only daughter of Commander
G. F. Langford of the Royal Australian Navy
and Martha Alice Langford. He left Australia
in June 1931 to return to Shanghai.

Wedding bells were a long time in ringing.
Fretwell remained a bachelor in Shanghai
for the next nine years! Eventually, on 21
April 1940 he was married by Dean Trivett at
the Holy Trinity Cathedral in Shanghai to the
very patient Mollie Langford. She wore ‘a
trained dress of white satin brocaded taffeta,
made with a full tunic, square shoulders and
long sleeves’. Victor’s best man was George
Samuel Dunkley, a fellow rugby player and
captain of the Shanghai team from 1926 to
1928. William ‘Billy’ Neil who played rugby
for Shanghai from 1923 to 1937, acted
as one of the ushers. The married couple
honeymooned in South Africa.
The Australian newspapers announced
their first child’s birth, a daughter, on 21
August 1941 at Carinya Private Hospital,
Chatswood, Sydney. Victor was still in

Shanghai, a precarious place to be at that
time, but at least he had less to fret about
with mother and child in the relative
safety of Australia. In December 1941
the Japanese invaded the international
settlement of Shanghai. By then Fretwell
had left Shanghai. The London Gazette
shows that he was commissioned on the
Emergency List as a Second Lieutenant in
the British Army on 21 September 1941.
Fretwell’s wartime activity can be gleaned
from a Special Operations Executive (SOE)
file held in the National Archives in Kew,
London. It offers tantalizing glimpses of
what appears to have been a remarkable
and dangerous five years. One telegram
in the file from 1945 sketches Fretwell’s
military career. It refers to his time as an
RNR cadet in the 1920s. It then states

‘With 204 missions. 14 months movement
control CHITTAGONG [now in Bangladesh].
11 months CHUNG KING [present day
Chongqing]. Speaks MADARIN (sic).’
Another document shows that Fretwell
arrived in Kunming 14 July 1944 and was
still there at the year’s end. His code name
was BB227. A further document refers
to him being appointed to ‘Force 136’
with effect from 1 November 1944. An
undated document states that Fretwell
“was second in command at KUNMING
office until recently.” It appears that this
appointment lasted until 28 February
1946. The September 1946 London Gazette
announced that Fretwell had relinquished
his commission on 26 April 1946 and had
been granted the rank of Honorary Major.
© SIMON DRAKEFORD 2017

THE OP SOCIETY
IN 2017
A Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) has been made and entered into
between the OP Society and Pangbourne
College concerning the future relationship
between the Society, the College and the
Pangbourne Association.
The purpose of the new MoU is to confirm
a framework of enduring co-operation
between the parties and to advance
and recognise the special relationship
between the College and its former
pupils as represented by the OP Society.
Four specific agreements are laid out
in the MoU covering representation at
OP Society and Pangbourne Association
meetings, financing of the OP Society,
and administrative back up at the College
for the OP Society. The full wording of
the MoU may be read by clicking on the
reference to it at the bottom of the ‘Who
We Are’ page on the OP Society website.

Merrick Rayner presents an OP tie to Robert Kirby

In addition, several amendments have
been made to the Rules of the OP Society
covering Honorary Membership, Finance
and the composition of the Committee.
Specifically, no person may now hold
elected office in the OPS for more than six
years.
During 2017 OPs received four Newsletters
from the Society. Each of them may still be
read on the OP website. In addition, we
were asked to complete two surveys to
help the College shape its future direction.
Hundreds of OPs responded.

Merrick Rayner presents Dr. Beth Reynaert
with an Hon. OP brooch

Robin Batt at the Merchant Navy service
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All serving or retired members of the UK
armed forces are encouraged to join a
new OP Group formed on LinkedIn. A first
meeting of the group took place in April,
2017. If you would like to know more,
please contact
mopsconvener@gmail.com
A full report on the 84th AGM of the
Society can be read on the OP website.
During this meeting, it was revealed that of
an estimated 6,000 living OPs, the Society
has some sort of contact details for 67%
- a great improvement over the last two
years. There are now 500 female OPs. The
OP data base currently includes careersrelated information on one-third of the
4,000 or so listed. Seven in ten OPs live in
the UK; the largest overseas contingents
today are in Australia, New Zealand and
the USA.
The OP Society accounts to the end of
August 2017 were produced at the AGM
by the retiring Treasurer of the Society Pip
Smitham. They showed OP expenditure
incurred through the Pangbourne
Association of £15,797 in the financial year
2016-17 compared to £16,291 in 201617. The Society’s own assets now total
£45,953 compared to £53,213 in 2016
following expenditure of £9,459 in 2016-17
(mostly on the centenary) against income
of £2,199. Under Future Commitments,
it was noted that the Society had agreed
that some further costs of the centenary
celebrations would be borne by the
Society’s own funds to the tune of £1,500.

Editors’ Note: Future of the OP Magazine
This is the final issue of the OP Magazine in its present form
and under the direct control of the OP Society. No one
having come forward to replace Robin Knight (56-61), he
has decided, aged 74 and after 19 issues as Editor, to hang
up his typewriter and concentrate on other writing projects.
The OP Magazine was launched in 1970. Until then, OP
news had been carried in the College publication The Log.
Chris Simond (62-66) was the first Editor. By the third issue
he was appealing for funds to keep the magazine going.
Eric Robinson (43-46) took over in 1974 and remained
at the helm until his death in 1987. Robin Knight (56-61)
succeeded Eric and edited the next 11 issues. In 1998 Lionel
Stephens became Editor and continued in the job until 2010
when Robin returned to the role.
There will be a printed annual OP Magazine in future,
compiled and edited by the Development Office at
the College. For more information, or to express your
views on this or any other OP-related matter, please
contact the Chairman of the OP Society David Nicholson
at davidalexandernicholson@gmail.com or Karen
Hartshorn, Director of Development at the College, at
Karen.Hartshorn@pangbourne.com

OLD PANGBOURNIAN SOCIETY
OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE
2017 / 2018

NEW MEMBERS:

President:
Richard Shuttleworth (57-62) – 2018*

Claire Morphy (nee Whitehead) was one
of the first girls to attend the College. She
is a qualified vet. In 1999 she graduated
from Edinburgh University and spent
three years in the U.S. on a residency
specialising in large animal internal
medicine. She lives in Whitchurch and
has her own clinic. She married in 2013
and has a daughter.

Chairman:
David Nicholson (64-68) 2019*
Vice-Presidents:
Ian Williams (61-63); Mark Dumas (64-68)
Hon. Vice-Presidents:
Robin Knight (56-61);
Lionel Stephens (Hon. OP)
Hon. Treasurer:
Vacant
Secretary to Committee:
Anna Sterling (00-01)
COMMITTEE
William Donaldson (91-96) 2018*
Michael Nicholson (57-61) 2018*
John Fisher (68-73) 2018*
Andy Wells (79-86) 2018*
James Greaves (90-95) 2018*
David Metcalfe (98–03) 2018*
Lawrence Howard (06–11) 2019*
William Skinner (82-87) 2020*
Claire Morphy (90-92) 2020*
Andrew Scott-Priestley (58-62) 2020*
Charlie Parry (81–85) ex officio to end-2018
Paul Lawrence (01–08) ex officio to end-2018
Pip Smitham (64-69) ex officio to end-2018

AGM presentation to Merrick Rayner
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* To retire end of

Andrew Scott-Priestley served in the
MN for eight years before pursuing a
career in personnel and training with
companies in northwest England. Later
he worked in the oil and gas industry
in London and in the executive search
business. He belonged to the Round
Table organisation for many years.
Today he is involved with the Chiltern
Prostate Cancer Support Group, the
Buckinghamshire
Healthcare
NHS
Trust and the Chesham & Amersham
Conservative Association. He lives in
Gerrard Cross.
William Skinner is Managing Director of
Dege & Skinner, the Savile Row tailors.
He attended Newcastle University and
spent six years in training outside Dege
& Skinner before becoming MD in 2001.
In 2015 he was elected chairman of
Savile Row Bespoke. Interests include
shooting, golf and cooking. His daughter
is now at the College.

MERCHANDISE
FOR SALE

OP SILK TIE
Modernised design
Our Price: £30.00

OP SILK BOW TIE
Our Price: £30.00

LADIES PIN
Our Price: £15.00

OP SOCKS
Long cotton socks.
Claret and white strip
Our Price: £6.50
(or from Presents for Men £9.99)

PARAVACINI BLAZER
Our Price £149.00

OP SILVER CUFFLINKS
New design, improved quality
Our Price: £70.00

PANGBOURNE UMBRELLA
Our Price: £35.00

IN ADDITION, A RANGE OF PRODUCTS ARE NOW ON SALE AT THE COLLEGE SHOP WHICH HAVE BEEN
PRODUCED IN CONNECTION WITH THE SCHOOL’S 2016-17 CENTENARY

Centenary Mug
£15.00

Jellycat Teddy Bear
with Centenary jumper
£22.00

Glass paperweight
with Centenary logo
£12.50

Lady’s Centenary
Silk Scarf
£15.00

Centenary Umbrella
£30.00

Prices exclude postage and packing All Centenary Merchandise is limited edition
Cheques should be made payable to Pangbourne College Enterprises Ltd.
Orders should be mailed to:
The Shop Manager, Pangbourne College,
Pangbourne, Reading RG8 8LA. Tel: 0118-976-7476

Centenary tie
£25.00

Centenary Book by
OP Robin Knight
£35.00

Email orders:
pangbourne.com/centenary
shop@pangbourne.com
Or to karen.townsend@pangbourne.com
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OPs at the centenary service 1.9.17

A short service was held on Friday 1st
September 2017 at the Falkland Islands
Memorial Chapel (FIMC) to commemorate
the 100th anniversary to the day of the
opening of the Nautical College, Pangbourne
– today Pangbourne College. Led by the
school’s Chaplain, Rev. Neil Jeffers, the
service was built around the College’s motto
since the early 1920s – Fortiter ac Fideliter. It
included a reading from the beginning of the
Book of Joshua with its injunction to Joshua
from the Lord to ‘Be strong and courageous.
Do not be afraid. Do not be discouraged for
the Lord your God will be with you wherever
you go.’
In his sermon, Rev. Jeffers expanded on
this theme and its significance to the past
100 years in the College’s history and its
continuing relevance both to the school’s
present Flag Values and to its future. Prior
to the Service some of the OPs present
marched across the parade ground into the
chapel recreating how the first 31 cadets
who arrived at the NCP in 1917 would
march down the hill to the village church
to attend services there until space was
made on the campus for a regular place of
worship later in the 1920s.
The following month a Flower Festival was
held in the FIMC – the fourth such festival
since the chapel opened and the first since
2007. More than 1,000 people attended
the two-day event and there were
contributions from over 30 local flower
clubs and individuals and some wonderful
displays. A number of them celebrated the
College’s history and also illustrated the
changes which have occurred since 1917.
The FIMC itself made news earlier in 2017
when the Trustees launched an appeal
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‘Wish for a Window’ to raise £50,000 to
maintain the evocative window above the
altar which has become discoloured and
weather worn. Until 2012 the panes were
under guarantee and were replaced at no
cost to the manufacturer. Since then this
has not been the case – hence the need
for funds. The cost to restore one pane is
£350 (or £280 Gift-Aided). A donation may
be made by contacting the Secretary of the
FIMC Trust Angela Perry at
AngelaEAP@aol.com
Upper Sixth pupil Lily Pearce and her brother
OP George Pearce (10-14) got the academic
year off to an auspicious start when they
were part of a group that met Prime Minister
Theresa May at 10 Downing Street after
raising £2,500 for the cancer charity Sarcoma
UK. Both spoke to the PM and Lily found her
“very inspiring.” George has had treatment
for sarcoma as well as making the men’s VIII
for the Junior World Rowing Championships
in 2014. He is currently a part-time student
at Oxford Brookes University. Another
outstanding cancer fund-raiser in 201617 was Tom Wright in Form 4 who raised
£2,135 for the Royal Marsden Cancer Charity
in memory of the mother of a friend also in
Form 4.
Some notable sporting achievements were
recorded by pupils during 2016-17. Josie

Flower Festival

Symons was part of the GB team which
won Team Gold at the 2017 European Junior
Show jumping Championships in Slovakia.
She jumped a flawless round in a jump-off
to give GB the gold medal over Belgium.
Fin Rossiter captained the England Under
16 rugby team when it beat Wales 41-22 in
April. Prop Alex Zenda toured Canada with
the England Under 18 squad, also in April.
The College coxed IV won its class at the
Kingston Head of the River race. And College
crews also did well at the Head of Nene
meeting at Peterborough.
The 2nd Annual Classic Car Show organised
by Tom Cheney, a Housemaster and Teacher
of Design Technology, attracted 2,000
visitors and 190 vintage cars to the parade
ground during the summer. One of the cars,
a Model T Ford, was built in 1917 – the year
the College was founded.

At Downing Street, George Pearce (2ndr)

During the year a Politics Society was reformed at the school after many years in

Josie Symons

The vintage car show

The vintage car show

abeyance. The Chamber Choir led singing in
the village church at an Advent carol service.
And pupils went to the British Library and
British Museum to examine early New
Testament manuscripts and then moved on
to visit the Regent’s Park mosque.
Meantime, during the year it transpired that
the great grandfather of a Form 5 Macquarie
student, Freddie Crofts, was an early OP
called John Stratford (23-26). The College
then took the opportunity to describe life at
the Nautical College in the 1920s to pupils
by way of an essay with pictures on the
College website. John Stratford went into
the Merchant Navy from the NCP, becoming
a Captain and Chief Training officer of the
Orient Line. He died in 1998.

Organ scholar Anrej Ivanovic (15-17)
- see page 20

Josie Symons and teamates

BBC Radio 4’s popular question-and-answer
show The Kitchen Cabinet, hosted by food
critic, writer and presenter Jay Rayner, was
recorded at the College on October 4 in the
Falkland Islands Memorial Chapel.

Gardeners question time

The Politics Society visits Westminster

Fin Rossiter with brothers Jonah (l) and Jak (r)

Alex Zenda

John Stratford (23-26)
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PANGBOURNE COLLEGE
Spirit in Changing Times
charts the course of this unusual school since its foundation in 1917.

Over the past century the College, known originally as
The Nautical College, Pangbourne, has played a prominent
role in national life, provided leaders in many fields and
developed a unique ethos and can-do mentality.
In this richly illustrated history commissioned by the
governing board the author, OP Robin Knight, tells the full
story regardless of the sometimes controversial situations
encountered by the school and its benefactors.
The book was be published in March, 2016 by Third
Millennium Information, part of Profile Books, The
Bookseller’s Independent Publisher of the Year in 2015.
It contains 12 chapters, 192 pages and 160 illustrations.
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To order a copy please send an email to
OP@pangbourne.com and an order form
will be sent to you.
The price is £32.50 (+£5.50 p&p) or £45
if you are ordering from abroad.
A leather-bound edition is available for £275.

