English Grade 4
Grade 4 Reading Standards

Grade 4 Reading Standards for Literature [RL]

The following standards offer a focus for instruction each year and help ensure that
students gain adequate exposure to a range of texts and tasks. Rigor is also infused
through the requirement that students read increasingly complex texts through the
grades. Students advancing through the grades are expected to meet each year’s
grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills and understandings
mastered in preceding grades.

Key Ideas and Details
1. Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text states explicitly

For example, students read Natalie Babbitt's novel Tuck Everlasting and select
paragraphs and

sentences in the novel in which the reader is given hints about the mysterious qualities
of the spring water that has given eternal life to the members of the Tuck family. They
pay particular attention to how Babbitt’'s use of metaphors and images gives richness to
the text.

Craft and Structure

4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
those that allude to significant characters found in mythology (e.g., Herculean); explain
how figurative language (e.g., simile, metaphor) enriches a text.

5. Explain major differences among prose, poetry, and drama and refer to the structural
elements of each (e.g., paragraphs and chapters for prose; stanza and verse for poetry;
scene, stage directions, cast of characters for drama) when writing or speaking about a
text.

6. Compare and contrast the points of view from which different stories are narrated,
including the

difference between first- and third-person narrations.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas



8. (Not applicable. For expectations regarding themes in literary texts, see RL.2.)

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

10. Independently and proficiently read and comprehend literary texts representing a

cultures, and perspectives and exhibiting complexity appropriate for at

least grade 4. (

Grade 4 Reading Standards for Informational Text [RI]
Key Ideas and Details

1. Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text states explicitly
2. Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details;

summarize a text.

3. Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific,
mathematical, or technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific
information in the text.

Craft and Structure
4. Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in
a text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area.

5. Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect,
problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text.

‘m

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

7. Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts,
graphs, diagrams, timelines, animations, or interactive elements on webpages) and
explain how the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it
appears.



Connections to the Standards for Mathematical Practice
2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively.
6. Attend to precision.

For example, as they are learning about fractions in math, students view an episode of
the PBS math series Cyberchase. Characters in the episode must use their knowledge
of equivalent fractions to sort through crystals to find the one that contains the most
orange. After students view the video, they explain what the characters did to solve the
problem, and how the visual models in the animation clarified what equivalent fractions
are.

8. Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a
text.

9. Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak
knowledgeably about the subject.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

10. Independently and proficiently read and comprehend informational texts, including
history/social studies, science, mathematical, and technical texts, exhibiting complexity
appropriate for at least grade 4.

Grade 4 Reading Standards for Foundational Skills [RF]

These standards are directed toward fostering students’ understanding and working
knowledge of concepts of print, the alphabetic principle, and other basic conventions of
the English writing system. A research- and evidence-based scope and sequence for
phonological and phonics development and the complete range of foundational skills
are not ends in and of themselves. They are necessary and important components of an
effective, comprehensive reading curriculum designed to develop proficient readers with
the capacity to comprehend texts across a range of types and disciplines. Instruction
should be differentiated: as students become skilled readers, they will need much less
practice with these concepts. Struggling readers may need

more or different kinds of practice. The point is to teach students what they need to
learn and not what they already know—to discern when particular children or activities
warrant more or less attention.

3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.
a. Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns,
and



morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in
context
and out of context.

Fluency

4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.

a. Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding.

b. Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and
expression on

successive readings.

c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading
as

necessary.

Grade 4 Writing Standards [W]

The following standards offer a focus for instruction each year to help ensure that
students gain adequate mastery of a range of skills and applications. Each year in their
writing, students should demonstrate increasing sophistication in all aspects of
language use, from vocabulary and syntax to the development and organization of
ideas, and they should address increasingly demanding content and sources. Students
advancing through the grades are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific
standards and retain or further develop skills and understandings mastered in preceding
grades. The expected growth in student writing ability is reflected both in the standards
themselves and in the collections of annotated student writing samples.

Text Types and Purposes

Note: The intent of Writing Standards 1-3 is to ensure flexibility, not rigidity, in student
writing. Many effective pieces of writing blend elements of more than one text type in
service of a single purpose: for example, an argument may rely on anecdotal evidence,
a short story may function to explain some phenomenon, or a literary analysis may use
explication to develop an argument. In addition, each of the three types of writing is
itself a broad category encompassing a variety of texts: for example, narrative poems,
short stories, and memoirs represent three distinct forms of narrative writing. Finally,
although the bulk of writing assigned in school should address the purposes described
below, other forms of writing—for example, lists and notes, descriptive letters, personal
reflections—should have a place in the classroom as well. To develop flexibility and
nuance in their own writing, students need to engage with a wide range of complex
model texts and study authors who have written successfully across genres.



In math, instead of writing opinions, students write or draw solutions to math word
problems and

present arguments to explain their thinking.

Connections to the Standards for Mathematical Practice

2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively.

3. Construct viable arguments and respond to the reasoning of others.
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with Asperger’s syndrome. See “Living with Asperger’s,” Massachusetts Writing
Standards in Action.



3. Write narratives in prose or poem form to develop experiences or events using

f. For poems, use patterns of sound (e.g., rhyme, rhythm, alliteration, consonance) and

patterns (e.g., line length, grouped lines as stanzas or verses) to create works that are
distinctly

different in form from prose narratives.

A writer creates a vivid picture of a bowling match in “The Comeback,” a personal
narrative that

includes just enough information on the sport for a reader unfamiliar with the terms.

Production and Distribution of Writing

‘#

. (Grade-specific expectations for writing
types are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing.
b. Demonstrate the ability to use general academic and domain-specific vocabulary

appropriately
(as described in Language Standards 4—6 up to and including grade 4).

Connections to the Standards for Mathematical Practice
6. Attend to precision.




Research to Build and Present Knowledge

7. Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of
8. Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print

applying one or more grade 4 standards for Reading Literature
or Reading Informational Text as needed.

Range of Writing
10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Grade 4 Speaking and Listening Standards [SL]

The following standards offer a focus for instruction each year to help ensure that
students gain adequate mastery of a range of skills and applications. Students
advancing through the grades are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific
standards and retain or further develop skills and understandings mastered in preceding
grades.
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Discussion. For example, in literature discussion groups, individual students take on the
roles of leader, scribe, and reporter as they discuss questions about theme they have
generated in preparation for a report to the class.

Connections to the Standards for Mathematical Practice

2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively.

3. Construct viable arguments and respond to the reasoning of others.
6. Attend to precision.

2. Paraphrase portions of a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse
media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
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3. ldentify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

4. Report on a topic, text, procedure, or solution to a mathematical problem, tell a story,
or recount an experience in an organized manner, using appropriate facts and relevant,
descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable
pace and use appropriate vocabulary.

5. Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to
enhance the
development of main ideas or themes.

6. Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting research
findings) and situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group
discussion); use formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

Grade 4 Language Standards [L]

The following standards offer a focus for instruction each year to help ensure that
students gain adequate mastery of a range of skills and applications. Students
advancing through the grades are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific
standards and retain or further develop skills and understandings mastered in preceding
grades. For example, though sentence fragments may receive the most attention in
grade 4, more nuanced discussions of the topic should develop throughout the later
grades as students continue to analyze speakers’ and authors’ sentence structure, vary
syntax for effect in their own speaking and writing, and more.



Conventions of Standard English

1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage
when writing or speaking; retain and further develop language skills learned in previous
grades.

Sentence Structure and Meaning

a. Produce complete sentences, using knowledge of subject and predicate to recognize
and correct inappropriate sentence fragments and run-on sentences.9

b. Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., their/there).

c. Use helping verbs, also known as auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, might, should), to
convey various

conditions of possibility, likelihood, obligation, or permission, choosing among helping
verbs

depending on the overall meaning of the sentence.

d. USE relative pronouns and felafive'adverbs to/add more information abouit a noun of

e. Form and use prepositional phrases in sentences to add more information about
gualities such
as location, time, agency, and direction.

Word Usage

9 These skills are particularly likely to require continued attention in higher grades as
they are applied to increasingly sophisticated writing and speaking.

f. Form and use progressive verb tenses.

|N

a. Write legibly and fluently by hand, using either printing or cursive handwriting; write
their given
name signature in cursive.

® oo o

Knowledge of Language



3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

a. Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.10

b. Choose punctuation for effect.

c. Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting research
findings)

and situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion).

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and
phrases based on grade

4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

a. Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the
meaning of a

word or phrase.

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the
meaning of a

word (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph).

C.

and digital, to

find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and
phrases.

d. Recognize and use appropriately abbreviations related to grade-level content or
common in

everyday life (e.g., hr., min., sec.).

e. Recognize and use appropriately symbols related to grade-level content or common

in everyday
life (e.g., &, #, *).

5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances

in word meanings.

a. Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a picture) in
context.

b. Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs.

c. Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites (antonyms)
and to

words with similar but not identical meanings (synonyms).

For example, students collect common idioms, proverbs, and figurative phrases in
English from their reading and from interviewing their family members. They research
the terms and create an




illustrated dictionary that explains the meaning of sentences such as:

It’s raining cats and dogs.

This only happens once in a blue moon.

My dad is a couch potato.

My sister was cool as a cucumber when she gave her report.

Not all that glitters is gold.

Neither a borrower nor a lender be.

6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases,

including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed,
whined,

10 These skills are particularly likely to require continued attention in higher grades as
they are applied to increasingly sophisticated writing and speaking.

Massachusetts Curriculum Framework for English Language Arts and Literacy 65
stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, and
endangered

when discussing animal preservation). (See grade 4 Reading Literature Standard 4 and
Reading

Informational Text Standard 4 on applying knowledge of vocabulary to reading; see
grade 4 Writing

Standard 5 and Speaking and Listening Standard 4 on strengthening writing and
presentations by

applying knowledge of vocabulary.)

Connections to the Standards for Mathematical Practice

6. Attend to precision.

See the pre-K-5 resource section in this Framework or the Massachusetts Curriculum
Framework for

Mathematics.



