April 14, 2021
Dear Haldane Community:

In March | wrote to inform you about the District’s efforts to bring all students back to school
before the close of the year. This reentry process was divided into three phases, beginning with
the return of high school seniors on March 22.

| am pleased to report that the high school remains on schedule to welcome all students back
on Monday, April 19. Please refer to the attached overview of the phase-in process for additional
information.

Over the past week we received updated guidance from the New York State Department of
Health regarding the operation of our schools and also our ability to host end-of-year events
such as prom, moving-up ceremonies, and graduation. Both guidance documents are linked for
your reference.

NYS DOH Interim Guidance for In-Person Instruction - April 9, 2021
NYS DOH Updated Interim Guidance for End of Academic Year Celebrations - April 12, 2021

We intend to continue our on-campus COVID testing program through the remainder of the
school year. Approximately 230 students are currently registered to participate in our voluntary
testing program. If you have not registered your child(ren), we encourage you to do so.
Demonstrating low rates of infection at Haldane is an essential component of keeping our
schools open, particularly if regional rates remain high.

Please note: if you previously registered your high school child and they have since begun the
vaccine process, please notify the school nurse’s office at jshelters@haldaneschool.org

Families who are interested in learning more about the Phase Il reopening of the high school
are invited to join Mrs. Sniffen for a webinar tonight at 6:00pm.

Thank you for your support as we enter the final months of the school year. We look forward to
welcoming additional students to in-person learning. Please accept our best wishes for
continued good health.

Sincerely,
Phil Benante, Ed. D.
Superintendent of Schools

Estimada comunidad de Haldane:

En marzo les escribi para informarles sobre los esfuerzos del Distrito para traer a todos los
estudiantes de regreso a la escuela antes del cierre del afio. Este proceso de reingreso se


https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/default/files/atoms/files/Pre-K_to_Grade_12_Schools_MasterGuidance.pdf
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/04/doh_covid19_updatedgraduationguidance_041221.pdf
https://www.familyid.com/programs/covid-19-testing-consent-16
mailto:jshelters@haldaneschool.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/%2081752799387

dividié en tres fases, comenzando con el regreso de los estudiantes del ultimo afio de la
escuela secundaria el 22 de marzo.

Me complace informar que la escuela secundaria se mantiene en el programa para dar la
bienvenida a todos los estudiantes el lunes 19 de abril. Consulte la descripcion general adjunta
del proceso de incorporacion paulatina para obtener informacion adicional.

Durante la semana pasada, recibimos orientacion actualizada del Departamento de Salud del
Estado de Nueva York con respecto al funcionamiento de nuestras escuelas y también sobre
nuestra capacidad para organizar eventos de fin de afio como baile de graduacion, ceremonias
de ascenso y graduacion. Ambos documentos de orientacion estan vinculados para su
referencia.

Orientacion provisional del NYS DOH para la instruccion en persona - 9 de abril de 2021
NYS DOH Actualizacion de la guia provisional para las celebraciones de fin de afio académico -
12 de abril de 2021

Tenemos la intencién de continuar con nuestro programa de pruebas COVID en el campus
durante el resto del afio escolar. Aproximadamente 230 estudiantes estan registrados
actualmente para participar en nuestro programa de pruebas voluntarias. Si no ha registrado a
su (s) hijo (s), le recomendamos que lo haga. Demostrar tasas bajas de infeccion en Haldane
es un componente esencial para mantener abiertas nuestras escuelas, especialmente si las
tasas regionales siguen siendo altas.

Tenga en cuenta: si registrd anteriormente a su hijo de escuela secundaria y desde entonces ha
comenzado el proceso de vacunacion, notifique a la oficina de la enfermera de la escuela a
jshelters@haldaneschool.org

Las familias que estén interesadas en aprender mas sobre la reapertura de la escuela
secundaria Fase Il estan invitadas a unirse a la Sra. Sniffen para un seminario web esta noche
alas 6:00 pm.

Gracias por su apoyo al entrar en los ultimos meses del afio escolar. Esperamos dar la
bienvenida a estudiantes adicionales al aprendizaje en persona. Acepte nuestros mejores
deseos de buena salud continua.

Atentamente,
Phil Benante, Ed. D.
Superintendente de escuelas



PHASE I SUCCESS: MARCH 22 - APRIL 16

Return of the Senior Class
On March 22, Haldane High School welcomed Seniors back for daily on-campus attendance.
Desks remained 6 feet apart, and students continued appropriate distancing and PPE usage.

PHASE II READINESS: APRIL 19 - MAY 2]

Daily Attendance for All High School Students

The School Reopening Committee met weekly to prepare for the safe reentry of all high
school students. Families were asked to elect all in-person or all-remote, to begin April 19.
All classrooms will meet or exceed State guidelines issued April 9.

Tented Outdoor

HEPA Air Filtration Windows Open Classrooms and Lunch

Daily Health Screener
Masks Worn By All and Voluntary
COVID Testing

Desks At Least
3 Feet Apart Per NYS

PHASE III: MAY 24 - JUNE 24

Closing the School Year
Haldane will work with remaining all-remote families to address individual needs for the
return of all students to campus.



https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/default/files/atoms/files/Pre-K_to_Grade_12_Schools_MasterGuidance.pdf
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