
7th Grade (to 8th Grade) 

Course Selection
Choice Slips for 2021-2022 School Year



Middle School Courses for High School 

Credit and Grade Point Average

Students who enter high school in 2020-2021 and thereafter will adhere to the following grade point average and 
ranking policy as written in BISD Board adopted local policy (EIC Local):

 Courses taken in middle school for high school credit will appear on the high school transcript 

 Certain middle school courses taken in middle school for high school credit will be calculated into the into 
the students’ grade point average (GPA): 5.0 GPA Scale due to Honors Placement

 The middle school courses taken for high school credit and grade point average calculation are as follows:

 English

 Science

 Social Studies

 Math 

 Dual enrollment

 College Board Advanced Placement

 Project Lead the Way

 Examples of these courses include, but are not limited to: English I, Biology, Algebra I, Environmental 
Systems, Communication Application, Spanish AP, etc. 



High School Credit Courses in Middle 

School

 Spanish I  (counts H.S. credit NOT GPA)

 Spanish II (pre-requisite Spanish I) (counts for H.S. credit NOT GPA)

 Algebra I Honors (pre-requisite: Pass Pre Algebra in 7th grade with a 70 or 

higher, counts for H.S.credit AND for GPA)

 English I Honors (must meet criteria… Masters Reading STAAR test, Meets 

Writing STAAR test and 85 avg. grade 6 & 7 Reading/English) 

 Biology Honors (must meet criteria…Masters Reading STAAR test and 85 avg. 

grade 7 Science)  

 Principles of Engineering ( counts for H.S. credit NOT for GPA)

 Robotics (prerequisite Principles of Engineering) (counts for H.S. credit not for GPA)



Middle School Course Requirements

 Students will be required to take the respective End of Course exam (EOC)

 Students enrolled in high school credit courses in middle school must 
complete and meet demonstrated proficiency (70% or higher) in each 
semester to receive full or partial high school credit

 If the grade average of the two half units is 70 (69.5) or above, the student 
will receive credit for the full unit. If the average of the two half units is 
below 70 (69.5), the student will receive credit only for the half unit that 
he/she passed. If the half unit grade is below 70 (69.5), the unit must be 
repeated for credit when the average of the two half units is below 70 (69.5)

 Additional information can be located in the Brownsville ISD High School 
Course Listing Guide regrading GPA and Rank 

 Students that are not passing these courses will be actively removed at the 
end of each six weeks.



Criteria for English I Honors and Biology Honors

 English I Honors ---Masters in 7th grade Reading STAAR 

AND “Meets” in 7th grade Writing STAAR AND

85 avg. in 6th and 7th English classes.

 Biology Honors---Masters in 7th grade Reading STAAR 

AND 85 avg. in 7th grade Science class.



STAAR TEST DATES

8th Grade Math…May 11th (including 7th grade Pre-Algebra)

7th Grade Math…May 13th

7th Grade Reading May 14th

7th Grade Writing April 20th

STAAR CAMP (face to face)

April 26th-May 7th



Criteria for Honors Classes 

(Middle School)

Requirements:

 85 average or above in the prerequisite course or have passed the previous 

Honors class in the specific academic discipline.

 For the requested Honors course(s), the student must have achieved the Level 

Performance on the applicable STAAR areas tested, according to the 

recommended entrance criteria







STAMP & SPACE Academies

 Must have taken Algebra I in 8th grade in order to apply for these academies.



ECHS/P-TECH/Dual Enrollment

Students must apply to be part of the ECHS 
cohort

Students must apply to be part of the P-TECH 
cohort

Open to all BISD students

Students will begin taking dual credit courses 
in the 9th grade

Students will begin taking dual credit courses 
in the 9th grade

Students may begin taking 
dual credit courses in the 9th grade

Students will be grouped in core academic 
courses with other ECHS students

Students will be grouped in core academic 
courses with other P-TECH students

Students will take courses with all other 
students

Students will receive additional support 
through AVID

Students will receive additional support 
through AVID

AVID is not available

The expectation is that all students will 
graduate with an associate degree

The expectation is that all students will 

graduate with an associate degree and/or 
work credential

Student may earn up to an associate degree

Work study may be part of the program Work study will be part of the program Work study may be part of the program

Mentorships may be available Mentorships will be available for all four years Mentorships may be available



Advanced Placement Program

 Advanced Placement (AP) courses are offered in grades 9-12 at all ECHS’s

 Students enrolled in AP courses can take the AP national exam in May for 

possible college credit.

Requirements:

 85 average or above in the prerequisite course or have passed the previous 

Honors/AP class in the specific academic discipline

 For the requested AP course(s), the student must have achieved the Level 

Performance on the applicable STAAR areas tested, according to the 

recommended entrance criteria





Contact information

email….pabete@bisd.us

Office phone 698-1028


