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Under construction
Envoy project manager and job site superintendent work to ensure the Innovation Center remains on
schedule, note their gratification in seeing the building come to fruition.
BY NICK BOZELLI-LEVINE

T

he Hill sounds a little different right now. The hum of
chatter in the cafeteria and the sounds of club members
meeting in various classrooms during flex have all been
pretty much silenced.

However, that doesn't mean that the Hill is completely quiet.
Now there’s a different sound. It’s the sound of the future.
It’s the sound of the Envoy Construction team, led by project
manager Mr. Connor Britt and jobsite superintendent Mr.
Jerry Feuquay, working together to build the Innovation
Center, which is scheduled to open next September. Although
there have been challenges and surprises in this extensive
endeavor, the two said they find the process to be both
fulfilling and gratifying.
For Britt and Feuquay, their day starts between 6 and 6:30 a.m.
Britt works at the Fishers office, coordinating the project and
visiting the site on the Hill about once a week. “As a project
manager, day to day activities are just overall management
for cost control, schedule, procurement of materials and labor
(and) risk management,” Britt said.
Feuquay, on the other hand, is at the site every day, ensuring
quality control, organizing deliveries and workflow and
supervising at the on-site job trailer to help his team get the
job done efficiently and effectively, sometimes staying until
6 p.m. “On a daily basis, I communicate back and forth with
all of the different superintendents to follow the schedule to
make sure we are trying to keep up with everything,” Feuquay
said.
“There’s never two days (that are) the same. Every day there’s
a challenge. Every day there’s something different. One day
you may take a step forward, the next day you might take two
steps back because that’s the industry.”

Progress made during online learning
With students at home from mid-November to mid-January,
the Envoy team made significant progress.
“Right now we are doing a lot of exterior framing and trying to
get things closed in to put temporary heat in so that we can
continue with the fireproofing,” Feuquay said several weeks
ago. Now that the steel structure is up, the project is taking
shape and the team’s efforts are starting to pay off.
“We worked diligently early this year to come up with options
that were cost conscious and budget friendly to Cathedral in
order to get the final product they wanted,” Britt said, noting

his excitement for the rapid progress they’ve been making on
the Innovation Center. “It’s a really cool, modern design that I
think is going to promote a lot of great learning.”
Feuquay added to this, saying how new and futuristic the
building will look compared to other structures on the Hill.
“I’d almost say it will be black and white,” he said.
But despite their progress, this project was not without its
challenges.
In addition to working against the gradually worsening
weather, the Envoy team found a comical amount of surprises
underground in the initial digging phases. “It seems like every
time we put a shovel or an excavator in the ground, we hit
something that nobody knew anything about,” Feuquay said.
They found items ranging from old pipes, oil tanks and a
mysterious tunnel, as well as fire hydrants and asphalt from
the remains of a parking lot that was later covered by the
courtyard. “We’d called it the spaghetti bowl down here,”
Feuquay said.

Solving problems, finding solutions
According to Britt and Feuqay, however, finding solutions to
these surprises on a daily basis is part of what makes the work
satisfying. “Not every project is going to go perfect, and that’s
what keeps you on your toes. If it was as simple as you put a
foundation in and you put the steel up. (If) all the measurements
were perfect, all the details were great, then anyone could do
this job,” Britt said. “What really makes this job fascinating for all
of us is the problem solving and working through it as a team. It’s
a rewarding process, stressful but rewarding.”
That satisfaction is the reason the two do what they do.
“Anytime you put stuff in the ground it’s just like a plant. Once
you seed it, then it grows,” said Feuquay. “It’s gratifying to see
it come up.”
Britt explained that he and Envoy enjoy building things that
help people and that make real differences. Also, like Feuquay,
he said he appreciated seeing the evolution of a concept from
the architect’s blueprints to something tangible and real. “My
passion is seeing things come from a 2D drawing and seeing
it actually built in the field,” Britt said.
Watching this little “plant,” as Feuquay put it, grow is the
reason that for the past several months, he, Britt and the
Envoy crew have worked together tirelessly and passionately
to bring the Innovation Center to life. “That’s rewarding to
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me, working as a team with the architects, the owners, the
guys and gals out in the field implementing the work, and just
learning along the way,” Britt said.
The spinning of the drills, the rolling of the trucks and the
booming of the heavy construction equipment is the sound of
the excitement and dedication of the people behind them and

Project manager Mr. Connor Britt and jobsite superintendent
Mr. Jerry Feuquay work together to ensure the Innovation
Center construction stays on schedule.
Photo submitted.
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the camaraderie of a supportive team.
Britt and Feuquay seem to have discovered the key to
happiness and satisfaction: finding one’s own talent and
using it to do what one loves. “Just have fun. That’s what it
boils down to,” Britt said. “In any industry, in order to have a
rewarding career, you’ve got to have fun.”
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Hard hats and high heels
The upcoming Shamrauction fund-raiser will take on a virtual format to accommodate the Covid-19
restrictions.
BY TORY BASILE

S

hamrauction, the school’s leading annual fundraiser, is one
of several traditions on the Hill that has been subject to
alteration in the face of the Covid-19 pandemic.

This year, the event will take place entirely virtual, as opposed
to being celebrated in the Welch Activity Center as has been
the case in years past. Senior Director of Advancement Mrs.
Michelle Rhodes Taylor ‘01 detailed her plans to preserve safety
while still raising money to promote general revenue at school,
specifically need-based financial aid for students.
According to Taylor, a live Shamrauction program will begin
virtually on Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m. Taylor said that the event
will be streamed entirely through a virtual auction link that
the advancement office will send emails and texts to potential
participants encouraging them to register for the online auction,
where they will log in on Feb. 27.
Typically, the advancement office relies in part on ticket sales
from the in-person event to meet their desired goal of $500,000.
This year, because ticket sales aren’t feasible, Taylor said, “We
of course would encourage all Cathedral supporters to consider
a donation of $250, which is the normal cost of a ticket, but
if they’d like to have some at-home Cathedral swag to pretend
that they’re at the in-person event that we normally have, we’ve
got options ranging from packages of $500 all the way up to
$25,000 – that includes a full dinner for 10 by a private chef.”
Furthermore, each year the school hosts a specific portion of
the auction called Fund-a-Need, in which money is raised for a
specific project on campus. Taylor said, “This year with Covid,
we had 50 families that requested additional need-based aid
support.” The school was able to raise $127,000 for these
families, and hopes that Shamrauction can alleviate some of this
financial burden on the school and aid future requests.

from the school’s social media, bidding in the auction, donating
an item or experience, sponsoring or advertising by local
businesses or participating in a cash raffle. Raffle tickets are
$100 each. If students sell raffle tickets, “they can denote $20
out of that ticket to go toward the sport or club of their choice,”
Taylor said.
“I hope that we’ll be able to have even more people tuning
in because we are virtual and because we do want people to
engage, that’s kind of why we’re not doing it so that you have to
purchase a ticket to have access to the link,” Taylor said.
She added, “We want to be as inclusive as possible, because
whether you’re making a donation of $20 just because you love
Cathedral or if you’re bidding on a trip of a lifetime, we still want
you to be engaged. Normally we have about 700 (people) in the
room that night, and in the online auction we have at least 1,500
unique bidders, so I’d love to see that number double and triple
as people share the link.”
Taylor thanked all of the Shamrauction supporters, saying, “It’s
amazing to see the Cathedral community come together to
support the school and our students. We’re so blessed to have
such generous parents, alumni and friends of the school that
continue to give back even in these uncertain times. So we just
thank everybody for prayerfully considering a donation back to
the school, whatever that looks like for them and their family, we
so appreciate it.”
For more information on Shamrauction registration, readers can visit
https://www.gocathedral.com/shamrauctionrsvp

About the Fund-a-Need, Taylor wrote in a follow-up email,
“We are hoping to raise the $127,000 that was extended to
our families through emergency Covid relief. These weren't
budgeted funds, which is why it's been chosen as the Fund-ANeed this year.”
Taylor then joked that advancement is what she called “leaning
into the chaos of campus,” saying that this year’s event theme
will be “Hardhats and High Heels,” a combination of formal
attire and construction-themed neon colors. Some items being
auctioned this year include two weeks of professional puppy
training, dinner for 20 at a restaurant and a week long stay in
Hilton Head, South Carolina.
Because the event will be virtual, Taylor noted, “There are lots of
ways to engage and participate,” including sharing information

Last year’s Fund-a-Need at the annual Shamrauction, which
took place in the Welch Activity Center, was to address food
insecurity among families on the Hill. This year’s event, because
of Covid-19, will be virtual.
Photo submitted.
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Adjusting on the fly
Student members of the Civil Air Patrol, which is affiliated with the Air Force, continue their involvement
in meetings and community service despite Covid-19 restrictions.
BY DA’NYA JOHNSON

W

e’re all used to seeing uniforms on the Hill -- the stylish
khakis, the seniors wearing Harvard sweatshirts who
probably didn’t apply there, the Crocs (don’t tell Ms.
Saum).

But military uniforms worn by students who are members of the
Civil Air Patrol also make their presence known on campus on
the days the group meets.
Civil Air Patrol is the official civilian auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force.
The program here is designed to teach aerospace and science,
technology, engineering and math with a focus specifically on
aviation through a military style cadet program. The goal is to
introduce students to aerospace, STEM, aviation and military
careers while also developing leadership skills.
But Covid-19 has changed much of that, at least to some degree.
Lt. Col. Jamie Griffith has brought this program to the Hill. Griffith
was a CAP member herself in 1993, so she has been involved in
the organization for almost 30 years. Griffith started her CAP
career at a unit on the Westside of Indianapolis, the Weir Cook
Cadet Squadron, and that unit is still active today.

would prefer being in person, because it’s definitely better just
to see everyone,” said senior and CAP member Rebecca Richey.
Teaching through a computer screen may not be the easiest tasks
— said every teacher everywhere — especially when it comes
to doing drills. Griffith said, “Virtual meetings can make it very
difficult for us to engage these students the way we would like.
CAP teaches through hands-on experience, it is very difficult to
develop these young leaders in a fully virtual format.”
CAP members changed their meeting schedule for the second
semester and now meet at 7:45 a.m. on days 2 and 4. Cadets are
learning about rocketry and flying and also are finding out how
to read aviation maps. When the weather improves, drills and
marching will resume on the football field, according to Wheeler.
On the other hand, when it comes to service, Covid-19 has
allowed the CAP program to participate in some projects.
Griffith said, “Being able to serve the community has been a
huge benefit. We assisted with some large food distributions
with the National Guard and Cathedral students were able to
take part in those events.”

The program was originally supervised on the Hill by Griffith
and Mr. William Decker, a former teacher here. Now English
teacher Mrs. Nancy Wheeler and Griffith are serving as the
moderators.
For the first time in 77 years nearly all in-person cadet operations
are on hold. Griffith said, “We have been required to move to
virtual meetings, which makes it very difficult for us to engage
these students the way we would like. Covid-19 has had a
huge impact on our program, both at Cathedral and also CAP
throughout the state and nation.”
Griffith said although Covid-19 precautions apparently have
been successful, going virtual has impacted attendance. At
the beginning of going virtual, there was a definite decrease
in attendance; therefore, going virtual has definitely made an
impact on the participants. The CAP program was able to turn
that around and regain some of the decrease and even add a few
new members.
Before the pandemic, the CAP program would typically meet at
7:15 a.m. on late start days, but due to Covid-19, members now
meet on Mondays during flex period from 2 to 3 p.m over Zoom.
“I feel like virtual hasn’t been too bad. I’m not a morning person,
so that was probably the hardest part for me, to wake up before
school, especially on late start days. That could be especially
hard because it’s the one day we get to sleep in, but overall I

Lt. Col. Tom Elam speaks to members attending a recent
meeting of the Civil Air Patrol.
Photo submitted.
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Prom in flux
Junior Class officers plan for this annual event, but at this point are not sure if the dance will take
place.
BY ELLIE MOORES

A

fter the cancellation of prom last year, students are
wondering if this year’s prom will take place. While prom
coordinators wish they could give an answer, the truth is
that they don’t really know.

Planning a high school prom in the midst of a pandemic is no
easy feat, as circumstances are subject to change on a daily basis.
However, Mrs. Lisa Blamey, the Junior Class moderator and prom
coordinator, and her team of juniors are working to do everything
in their power to give students a prom.
But for now, only time will tell.
It is also unclear how prom would look if one does take place.
As of now, all attendees would be required to wear masks along
with their formal attire. In addition to this, students would have to
socially distance, which would be challenging due to limited space.
Social distancing would be especially difficult when going to and
from the currently undetermined prom venue.
In years past, the school has provided transportation from the
Hill to the dance. Students were filed onto buses where they sat
squished together in pairs. This is not an ideal situation during a
pandemic.
But with prom traditionally occurring in April, no one knows for
certain what kind of safety measures will be in place. With more
and more people receiving the Pfizer, Moderna or possibly the
Johnson & Johnson Covid 19 vaccine, perhaps mass gatherings
will be permitted by the time prom rolls around.
While there are many factors that might make having a

Behind a clear divider on her desk in her classroom in Loretto
Hall, English teacher Mrs. Lisa Blamey prepares to teach a class.
Blamey, who serves as the co-moderator of the Junior Class, says no
definitive plans for prom this spring are set in stone at this point.
Photo by Ellie Moores.

prom difficult, not having one would likely disappoint many
upperclassmen, specifically the seniors who have never been able
to attend prom.
Senior Class officer Maura Flood said, “I’d definitely be pretty
bummed if we couldn’t have prom this year. It’d be crazy if the
Class of 2021 never attended a prom during their entire high
school days.”
Last year, Flood, who was serving as the class president at the
time, was a part of the prom planning committee. However, the
committee’s work ultimately didn’t come to fruition. She said, “We
had a couple meetings during flex where we figured out what
theme, food, and decorations we would have. Also, a couple times
a week we would sell donuts to help fund the event.”
But despite these setbacks, Flood is still optimistic about prom.
“Hopefully, we can have some sort of event where we can celebrate
in whatever form it takes so we can still be safe,” she said.
In the event that prom is unable to take place, perhaps the
administration would be willing to hold some kind of event in its
place. Once it became clear that the annual Winter Formal would
be too much of a health risk to hold, teachers set up a senior
bonfire. Instead of getting dressed up and dancing in the Mimms
Gym, seniors swapped their suits and dresses for Christmas
sweaters and winter coats to gather around bonfires in the senior
parking lot.
For now, however, no one is quite sure what prom will look like this
year. All upperclassmen can do is hope for the best and continue to
follow the Covid-19 safety guidelines.
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Answering the call
A member of the Class of 2014, Mr. Ben Sasin, is studying to become a priest and says he looks
forward to doing God’s work.
BY ETHAN LAMAR

S

asin went to public school from kindergarten to eighth
grade, but he said that going to a Catholic school for high
school resulted in him making a deeper commitment to his
faith.

Sasin went to Purdue University and studied business and
management and graduated with a bachelor’s degree before he
decided to become a priest. Sasin said, “I believe that this is what
God has called me to do.”
Sasin is currently enrolled in graduate school at the University of
Notre Dame. Sasin has finished his first semester and is studying
philosophy and theology. Sasin said that after he graduated from
Purdue, he took a sales job but said he soon realized that it was
not meant for him.
Sasin is currently a postulate, which is the position of a student
in school studying to become a deacon. It takes about seven
years to become a priest. You start off as a postulate and remain
in that position for around six years, then you become a deacon.
You are a deacon for only six months before you are named a
priest. There are many requirements to become a priest, such as
earning a master’s degree in divinity.
While Sasin was here he had Mr. Ed Freije ‘99 and Mrs. Katie
Lewis for some of his theology teachers. Sasin said “I really
enjoyed Mrs. Lewis’s class.”
Lewis said, “He was always passionate in his faith It gives me
hope that what we as theology teachers do in class is resonating
with some students.”
Sasin was raised Catholic and said he has only gotten deeper into
faith as he gets older. Sasin said, “I looked up to my pastor at St.
Michaels. Even though I was young, I still understood what was
going on in Mass.” Sasin said he is also inspired by the mission of

the church. Sasin said that he wants to save souls, help others
and perform charity work.
Sasin said he is enjoying his studies at Notre Dame and has
formed a bond with his seven classmates, even though they
haven't gotten to see each other as much due to Covid-19.
Sasin said he also enjoys learning about the history of the church
and how it came to be the way it is today. Sasin said, “I like
the traditions of the church and one day I want to be able to
participate in more of them.”
Learning more and more about the church has not changed
many of Sasin's views of the church or his own morals. Sasin said
“The one thing that I have noticed is that I pay more attention to
the less fortunate.”
Becoming a priest is a lofty and complicated task, but Sasin
said, “Be open to how God is in your lives and don't be afraid
to answer whatever he says.” Sasin said he never thought that
he would become a priest, but he felt that he was a person who
would be satisfied with a career in business. He only realized
that he was meant to be a priest after he had was employed in
the business world. Sasin said, “When I finally started working
in sales, I realized that this is not what I wanted to do and it was
boring. It's never too late for you to pursue a life of God and
holiness,” he said.
Not only is Sasin happier being a part of the church, he has
met many new people with whom he is now friends. He has
become close to all of his classmates and they are all different
ages, yet again proving that you can always choose the path
of God.
Sasin said, “I believe that this is what God has called me to do,
and I will become a priest and answer what he asks of me.”

Mr. Ben Sasin ‘14, third from left in the front row, has answered God’s call to become a
priest. On the campus at Notre Dame, he stands with his cohort group that is pursuing a
master’s degree as part of each postulate’s preparation for entering the priesthood.
Photo submitted.
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Show me the money
It’s not too late for seniors and their parents to file their federal financial aid form, counselor reminds
the Class of 2021.
BY ANDREW DE LAS ALAS

C

omfortable weather, good student
to teacher ratios and study abroad
programs. There are so many academic
and non-academic pulls to schools that
sometimes students may forget the biggest
one: money. Parallel to the college application
process is the financial aid process.
Since the Free Application for Federal Student
Aid or FASFA opened on Oct. 1, many seniors
(or rather, their parents or guardians) have taken time to enter
details from the 2019 tax year. This step is crucial because it could
make the difference in attending one school or another.
College counselor Ms. Kathy Pivonka said that families who have
completed FASFA should be able to expect their financial aid
packages in the next few months. Pivonka said, “Some schools send
their packages in late January, but February and April are going to
be good times for you guys.” But one thing, Pivonka stressed, is
that “if you are a senior reading this article, it’s not too late.” The
state deadline is April 15 and the federal deadline is June 30.
While it is better to file FASFA earlier to make sure that you receive
the maximum amount of aid possible, students are still strongly
encouraged to apply to make sure they receive at least some aid.
For instance, a school might have already allocated its government
funds for work studies, thereby reducing need-based aid for
applicants. However, Pivonka said that she has not had a student
who qualifies for aid not receive any funds.
Once students do finally receive their packages, they may not be
thrilled with their results. Since FASFA is based off of the previous
tax records, it may not be able to adequately take into account your
current financial situation. If you and your family have encountered
major financial blows, which is likely given Covid-19, students may
consider appealing for more aid. Closing the gap in out of pocket
cost to a more bearable situation is perfectly valid, but students are
likely to have a minimum cost.
Call the financial aid office of the college in question, explain your
situation, and they should be able to help you from there. “If that
package doesn’t look like what you think or hope it should be, you
can deal. Some may say no, but some may say we can float you
an extra $2,000. They won’t take away money,” said Pivonka. If a
student feels hesitant, they can always visit the counseling office.
Deciphering your financial aid package may be another issue all
together. “This is where it gets confusing,” said Pivonka. Packages
are fluid, so students should make sure to routinely check their
applicant portal and email to note any developments. Third party
scholarships could possibly shift the amount of aid received,
especially if the money is for tuition, housing or other costs.

The first half of the package is merit aid. Some
schools may inform students of a scholarship
prior to their package release. Pivonka named
Indiana University as an example, since the
college will tell students via email that they
received a scholarship between $1,000 and
$8,000. However, some scholarships, like the
Annika Rodriguez Scholarship at Washington
University in St. Louis or the Cox Research
Scholarship at IU may come later. Ideally, but
not always, your package will list the amount of merit money and
what program it comes from.
The second part of the package is grant money. “Grants you don’t
pay back,” said Pivonka, differentiating them from loans. State
grants do exist, but Pivonka said that you often need to prove that
they typically require more evidence of need. Private colleges and
universities are able to use their endowment money for grants, so
students applying to both private and public schools may notice a
difference in their aid packages as a result.
Pivonka said that grants may be used as an incentive for students
to attend. Her daughter received a housing grant from Marian
University, demonstrating that the college “hopes a local kid would
live on campus,” the counselor said.
The third part of the package is loans, which will need to be paid
back, but students are not required to take them if they and their
families don’t want to. Broken into two categories, loans may be
either subsidized or unsubsidized. Subsidized loans will not have
interest until six months after a student graduates. Unsubsidized
loans will have interest regardless. Pivonka said, “Sometimes the
interest rate can change but it’s pretty low.” It is difficult to qualify
for more loan money, and students will need their parents to sign
up for a Parent Plus loan since dependents will not have collateral.
Another component of need-based aid is a work study. Students
who qualify for a work study will be paid by the government for jobs
performed around the campus. For example, Pivonka’s daughter
worked in the mailroom. An added benefit is that the work will be
tailored to a student’s schedule, hopefully avoiding late night shifts and
early morning classes. Since the money comes from the government,
students in work study programs still collected paychecks when
schools were initially shut down due to the pandemic.
“The tough part is laying it out on the table and seeing which is
best,” said Pivonka. It’s a family decision. “Have conversations
to know where (your parents) are willing to pay,” she said. If a
financial aid package neglects to include the full cost of attendance
(tuition, housing, travel, etc.), students should be able to find the
information on the school’s website. Juniors are likely to benefit
from taking this step before applying.
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Willkommen
School welcomes an exchange student from Germany; junior Julia Wesjohann says she hopes to meet
many new friends and improve her language skills.
BY NICK BOZZELLI-LEVINE

T

his semester, there’s a brand new member of the Hill.
As part of a multicultural exchange program, junior
Julia Wesjohann is joining students here for the spring
semester in order to enrich her language skills, make new
friends and connections and gain a much broader perspective
of the world through her experience in the United States.
At the start of the semester, Wesjohann made the long
journey to Indianapolis from her hometown of Visbek, Lower
Saxony, in the northern part of Germany. “The flight was a
little challenging because of all the transits I had,” Wesjohann
said. However, communication with her host family, the Van
Rooys, along with director of admissions Ms. Anna Taul, made
the process much smoother and much easier. “I already knew
my host family a little bit because I Facetimed with them
and texted with them so there weren't that many surprises,”
Wesjohann said.
Wesjohann said that at first, adjusting to life on the Hill was
a bit challenging, including that of meeting new people and
figuring out classes. However, now she’s really liking her
experience here. “I really enjoy the different classes I have. I
(get to) take classes that I can’t take in Germany, for example,
photography or sociology,” Wesjohann said. “I also enjoy
meeting new people, I’ve already met so many nice people.”
In addition to academics, the Van Rooys are introducing

Wesjohann to different parts of the country to provide a full
experience of the varying cities, cultures and regions. “We will
go to Chicago and I will see some more parts of the United
States and in the spring we will go to Florida,” she said. “I also
look forward to seeing different parts of Indianapolis.”
Wesjohann came here to the Hill not merely to attend
challenging classes or to tour the States, but also to broaden
her horizons, expand her understanding of the world and
become more independent.
She said, "Spending a year abroad in the U.S. has always been
one of my biggest dreams. Although I really like my school
and my friends here in Germany, I believe this experience
would be a great opportunity to meet new people, improve
my English skills and become more independent and openminded. I am really interested in attending Cathedral because
it is a Catholic high school, like the one I am attending in
Germany. Furthermore, I was really impressed by the variety
of classes and sport clubs your school offers."
With high hopes to meet even more people and improve her
English skills even further, Wesjohann looks forward to her
semester on the Hill and a heightened understanding of the
world from the exchange program.
“It’s a really nice experience,” Wesjohann said.

From left, host mother Mrs. Becky Van Rooy, host brother and
junor Fisher Van Rooy, host sister and freshman Anna Van Rooy,
exchange student Julia Wesjohann and host sister and freshman
Maggie Van Rooy gather in the Indianapolis International Airport
to welcome their guest from Germany.
Photo submitted.

PAGE 12

FEBRUARY 23, 2021

Black Lives Matter
Two seniors describe their involvement in the movement to ensure rights and justice for all African
Americans.
BY AVA AMOS

W

hile February is Black History Month, the Black Lives
Matter movement encompasses more than just 28
days.

Two seniors, Brooklynn Thorpe and Whitley Walton, both of
whom became involved in the movement for social and racial
justice, shared their own personal stories, perspectives and
thoughts on their experiences.
Walton said, “The Black Lives Matter movement is a movement
created to help protect Black people against systemic racism
and police brutality, and it is one that has existed long before this
year and long before the hashtag started back in 2013. It’s an
issue that addresses how Black people have been discriminated
against and treated wrongly from the start (with) Black codes,
Jim Crow laws, voting disenfranchisement (and other issues.)”
Thorpe added that it’s a movement that empowers Black
people against systemic racism, but also a place where Black
people can come together from all over the world in order to
connect to build a better place for Black people to exist, “for us
to be able to safely exist without feeling threatened and feeling
like our lives are on the line at all times,” Thorpe said.
Walton spoke about the moment her eyes were really opened
to the injustices Black people face in their day-to-day lives and
how it’s impacted her very deeply saying, “When I was young, I
did not really know what Black Lives Matter was until I got into
high school, and that’s when I realized that Black people were
treated differently systemically and socially, especially after the
shooting that happened with Dreasjon Reed over the summer,
it was a moment that really opened my eyes because it’s no
longer something that could just happen to people in bigger
cities or places not here. It happens in your home, in your own
city.
“My older brother, who is the same age as Dreasjon, they
were both in the same beautillion class. For that to happen to
Dreasjon, it really made real that can happen to my brother, or
happen to my cousins, or anything like that.” On a similar note,
Thorpe said the movement has made her aware of the struggle
of being Black in America. She said, “This movement has really
opened up, and made me realize the small things in life that I’ve
gone through are a build-up of history that’s never ended. And
these biases that are set up against Black people 24/7. It made
me realize that even though I don’t see myself as (a target),
others may see me as a target because I am Black.
“The movement has influenced me because this really made
me see how people in the world really view Black people and
how history has viewed Black people. It’s made me realize that
I have to do something so that I can have a better future and so
the people that come after me can have a better future because

I can't sit around and wait for change to happen, because it
hasn’t happened. It’s not happening, we're not moving at the
pace we should be moving at. We’re not moving fast enough
because Black lives are still dying. It’s influenced me to continue
on and really be an advocate for all Black lives.”
Both stressed how important this movement is to them and how
if people can’t see the bigger picture of what the movement is
all about, then that’s an issue.
Walton said, “This movement is of the utmost importance to
me and I feel if anyone speaks badly about the movement as a
whole, they’re speaking badly about me, they’re speaking badly
about Black people. Because if you can only look at the bad
parts of a movement and not see the reasoning behind it or
all the good that will come out of it, then you’re a part of the
problem.”
Thorpe emphasized that she has to be mindful every day of
the fact that she is Black due to how Black people are treated,
so this movement is important to her because it’s fighting to
make a change in society. She said, “I live and breathe every
day as a Black person in America. There’s no way I can change
the color of my skin, the race or my ethnicity. I am Black. I have
to be conscious of the fact that I am Black when I walk into
certain places because of how Black people are still treated in
America.” She said that it’s a movement for her rights along with
all the people who come after her and the children she wants in
the future, “so if I’m not a part of this movement for me, I don’t
believe I’m helping myself in the future. I have to be a part of
a change that I want to see, and being a part of this movement
is being a part of the change that needs to happen for Black
people in America and around the world.”

Using social media
Each of them has tried to do her part to contribute to the
movement in order to educate and raise more awareness.
Along with attending many protests and having more oneon-one discussions with people in order to educate them and
try to get them to understand the movement, and they have
exerted influence on social media by posting more about the
subject by posting links and donations. Walton said, “In the age
of social media we need to spread this good information as fast
as we can because there’s so much bad information on there.”
She added that she even wrote the Black Lives Matter article
for the Cathedral Highlights magazine for alumni.
Thorpe said she’s been centering her school projects around
the topic as well, “because I am in (International Baccalaureate),
we have some freedom to choose where we want to specify
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our projects and look at them, so, I’ve spent a lot of my projects
looking at things concerning Black Lives Matter and Black
people in general and what is wrong with the way society
treats them. We need and can do better.” Even though they
both stated that they feel the nation still has a long way to
go for racial equality, they do feel that the Black Lives Matter
movement has made a significant impact on our society.
Walton said, “I never thought in my lifetime I would see some
type of change happen with the way Black people are treated
especially by the police because I’ve been knowing about this
stuff ever since three years ago when I really started to get into
it. It’s always been on my mind and if I tried talking to someone
else about it they’d be like, ‘Oh, that’s not real. What are you
talking about?’ When Colin Kaepernick first started to kneel,
people still weren’t believing it was real. They were like, ‘This is
my first time hearing about this, I’ve been around for 67 years
I’ve never heard of this.’
“To have something so big happen, something so major shift,
and (occur) not only our nation but countries across the globe.
They were protesting in Paris and England and Japan, like this
was real. And I felt really excited because I was like ‘Oh my
gosh, we’re going to finally see some change made and some
legislation passed, some statues created and a change in the
way we’re treated by other people.’”
Thorpe said this isn’t the beginning of her interest in the
movement and stems from when she was younger. She said,
“I have been interested in the movement for a very long time.
I think it’s because I’ve had experiences being younger where I
was followed around stores and assumed (I was) stealing. I was
in places like Sephora, or higher-end stores and I was assumed
to be stealing at the age of 13. I was followed around a store
with my cousin because we were shopping for makeup, and so
being in experiences like that have forced me to open my eyes
and see the world as it is and how they see Black people.
“I do believe I’ve always been a part of the movement before
this year because I was put into situations where I saw the
reality of the world I lived in and the reality of how Black people
were treated in America. This forced me to see that there was
change needed to be made and that I wanted to be a part of
making.”
Along with discussing the significance of this impactful
movement, Walton shared some instances of mistreatment
that her own family members have faced. She said that her
mother receives a lot of mistreatment in the workplace, and
the combination of her mother being a woman and being Black
puts her at a disadvantage. Walton said, “My mom works in
news and journalism and she’s one of the only Black people
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in the room, especially the only Black woman in the room. So,
this time has been really hard for her because not only is she
covering a pandemic but she’s also covering racism.
“Being the only voice in the room to represent the whole race,
‘cause that’s always what happens, it’s just so hard on her
mentally and a lot of the people are older white men (who)
don’t understand it and they’ll have these horrible remarks
and offenses to her. It’s just so horrible she shouldn’t have to
go through that. (The men) are always making back-handed
comments to her and thinking that she can’t do (things). She’s
in a higher-level position at her job and even being the news
director people still want to treat her like she doesn’t (deserve)
respect.”

Feeling support as a Hoosier
When protests started becoming more prominent, Walton
said these events made her feel like she was actually being
supported, which isn’t a feeling that arises very often. “I live
in Indiana, so you feel like there’s never enough support for
Black people out here. But when the protests were happening.
I felt so grateful and so appreciative that people would actually
come out during a pandemic, wear their masks, have their signs
and have their voices ringing out in the streets chanting ‘Black
Lives Matter.’ Like that was so powerful to me and I was really
happy to see a lot of white folks there too, a lot of Latinx folks,
a lot of Asian folks. It just really made me feel like I was being
supported and that it’s no longer going to be a fight just for
Black people, it’s a fight that everyone is willing to put forward,”
Walton said.
Thorpe shared a similar perspective on the protests, saying that
they showed her that there are other people, not just Black
people, who care about the injustice Black people face. She
said, “I think one part of the protest that really stood out to
me were the white people who were willing to stand in front
of Black people during the protest because they understood
that they were higher up on the social chain and they were
willing to risk their lives to stand there and fight, (even though
there were) numerous people who were put into jail over these
protests, just their willingness to continue on and still protest
because they knew it was the right thing to do, it just showed
me that people care.”
Walton provided her big picture perspective when she said,
“The Black Lives Matter movement is really important because
it’s really showing the world that our lives are important, our
lives should not be treated less than others. And to everyone
who says ‘all lives matter,’ all lives matter cannot matter until
Black lives matter.”
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New religion courses
Eight new classes are being offered next year in religion, and for incoming juniors and seniors, some
things are changing.
BY AVERY STUCKEY

S

tudents are required to take eight semesters of religion.
Recently a change has been made to give more variety in
religion courses for the juniors and seniors.

Religion teacher Mrs. Katie Lewis said “students will probably
be excited to have choices for more fun classes being offered.”
With having more freedom for class choices juniors and seniors can
choose classes based on what they want to learn about. “There is
room to choose courses based on their interests,” said Lewis.
There are eight new classes being offered, “The new classes
are: Spiritual Warfare— Angels and Demons, Religion in Politics,
Faith in Films, World Religions, Science and Religion, Holy Cross
Servant Leadership, Wellspring of Worship—exploring the
literary and still Peer Mentoring,” said Lewis.
For incoming juniors and seniors some things are changing,

During Mrs. Cece Kaberg’s ‘83 E period religion class, a
student focuses on the lesson. Next year’s juniors and seniors
are in the process of signing up for electives for their Religion 11
and Religion 12 class.
Photo by Samayah Mitchell.

“Catholic social teaching will still be taught to first semester
juniors and seniors,” Lewis said.
Although this mostly has affected the upperclassmen the
underclassmen will still experience some change. “Not much
effect on their schedule but I do think we will take things that are
core in the other classes and infuse them more into the classes
for the freshmen and sophomores,” said Lewis.
Personally this will affect Lewis by teaching new students and
new courses. “I've always taught our sacraments class and we
will no longer have a sacraments class,” Lewis said.
The classes being offered is another opportunity for students
to take classes about what they are truly interested in learning
about. “Advice I’d give is to know what you are passionate about
and take something that interests you don’t necessarily follow
what your friends are doing,” Lewis said.
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Change in plans
Long a tradition for the Pride of the Irish, band director reflects on the potential cancellation of the
St. Patrick’s Day parade for the second year in a row.
BY CAROLINE SCHILLING

A

long with many other extracurricular activities and sports,
the Pride of the Irish band has been affected by the
pandemic, with a major change including the potential
cancellation of the annual St. Patrick’s Day parade in
Downtown Indianapolis.
Director of bands Mrs. Kathy McCullough said she and
her musicians have had to make many adjustments due to
Covid-19.
McCullough said she has had to overcome the cancelations since
the last school year and feels for those in the band who have had
to adapt to the many canceled events and practices. In the last
11 months, she has counted at least 20 band performances that
have been canceled, not including practices.
One event that the band typically attends in normal circumstances
is the St, Patrick’s Day parade. But Covid-19 might affect this
performance as well. “We've registered, I've written to the people
who are in charge of (the parade) and nobody has answered, so I
do not know what is going on,” McCullough said.
Around this time of year is when the band begins preparation
for the Saint Patrick's Day parade. This year's parade falls on

March 12, but as of early Februrary, the event had not yet been
officially canceled.
McCullough said the band will practice for this event, with the
hopes of being able to participate. She said, “We are learning the
music, so worst case scenario, the freshmen next year will know
how to play. Best case scenario, we can play it and rehearse a
couple times outside.” The Pride of the Irish has marched in this
parade for 25 years, except for the time they were in Ireland and
hope to do so again this year.
Students have also had to adapt to the many changes made to
the band this school year. She said she feels especially bad for
the seniors, who were juniors when the Covid-19 pandemic
started, so there is a possibility neither of their last two years in
the band will include the St. Patrick’s Day parade.
McCullough has rearranged schedules in order to have safe and
socially distanced practices. “I feel bad for you guys. I am, as a
teacher, doing my best. I have staff that works hard to help. I
have a small staff, but they are fantastic.”
McCullough said, “I'm just so proud of (the band members), they
have adapted so well.”

The Pride of the Irish marching band has had about 20 events
canceled in the last year due to Covid-19, according to director
Mrs. Kathy McCullough.
Photo submitted.
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Speech and debate
Team members note both the advantages and disadvantages of competing with other school while
adhering to Covid-19 guidelines.
BY LUKE HERN

T

aking a debate or speech class is a requirement on the Hill,
and many students find out upon taking these classes that
debating and reciting speeches is much harder than one
would think. The speech and debate team has put together
another successful campaign as the competitive season comes
to a close in early March.

According to McClelland, practices have not changed much, as
the teams and groups have been able to gather while paying
attention to the Covid-19 restrictions. “The team also holds
virtual practices on certain days for students doing their learning
from home,” McClelland wrote, adding that coming to practice
focused has been key with all the distractions.

But things are different this time around with the coronavirus, as
senior member Andrew de las Alas and junior Hagan McClelland
helped shed light on what exactly the competitions look like
with the necessary restrictions.

Similar to classes during the day, the team separates accordingly
into their smaller groups while maintaining social distancing
protocols, and sprays and wipes down desks after they use them.

“Traditionally, we’ll take a bus to and from the host school, but
this year we spend the day in Loretto Hall and log in to our
individual Zooms,” de las Alas wrote in an email, as every meet
this year has been virtual.
During the day-long competitions on Saturdays, students
separate into almost every classroom, office, nook and cranny
in Loretto Hall to ensure the safety of the students while
competing, and then get onto their virtual calls through the Jitsi,
which McClelland said is an app fairly similar to Zoom.
For the State meet, students gathered after school to compete in
their first rounds, and recongregated early the next morning, as
McClelland added that students were required to be on campus
no later than 7 a.m. This all comes after a week of practice at
which students work on polishing off speeches and developing
debate skills among other things.

Speech and debate team members got an early start in Loretto
Hall during the State meet.
Photo submitted.

While one might think that every member of the team has the
same role, there are actually many different events that different
team members compete in. The specific event determines how
many members are in one classroom at any given time, as de las
Alas, who competes in the world schools event, debates with a
team consisting of three people. These mini teams give speeches,
each with three main points, some of which are prepped before,
while, “others will be written an hour before the debate for an
impromptu round,” de las Alas said.
Later parts of the competition include cross-examinations
similar to those students practice in debate, but this type of
competition includes it during the debate, not after.
While both McClelland and de las Alas agreed that past years
on the team have been more enjoyable, there have been some
blessings. “(We) have competed against teams as far away as
California, Texas and a few other states,” as McClelland wrote.
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Preparing now
A chosen group of juniors are learning the ropes now so that they will be ready to be peer mentors
for next year’s Freshman Class.
BY LIAM EIFERT

A

select of group of juniors is getting ready now to serve as peer
mentors next fall for the Class of 2025. With the end of the
first semester, religion teacher Ms. Katherine Klee, who codirects the freshmen experience, made the yearly transition
from overseeing senior peer mentors in freshman resource classes
to teaching juniors how to be effective peer mentors next year.
Klee and Mr. Howard Fogel teach the peer mentoring class to a
group of about 60 juniors who submitted applications in the fall.
Juniors Nick Bozzelli-Levine and Carson Hruskoci are both currently
enrolled in the peer mentoring class.
Bozzelli-Levine said, “I was really honored to be a part of this
whole thing, and I’m still really excited to be a part of it to learn
how to help these freshmen and guide them through their journey.”
He said, “The application process consisted of a resume you had
to submit. It also had three short answer questions. They were
focusing on service and academics at Cathedral. And then there
were two essay questions that were about 250 words each and
they were also relating to service at Cathedral, and they asked
about extracurricular activities.”
Klee said that the forms were due in November, and she and Fogel
made their selections by the beginning of December.
To any sophomores interested in being a peer mentor in the next
peer mentor class, Klee said, “(Fogel) and I teach a lot of sophomores
who become junior applicants, and he coaches a lot of them, too,
but there are some that we don’t get to meet on a teaching or
coaching level. I would encourage anybody who’s going to apply,
but especially those students, to find ways to talk with us at school
(and to) help us to get to know them a little bit better.”
In the first few weeks of the semester, Bozzelli-Levine said, “(The
class has been) learning about mental health awareness and we’ve
been learning a lot about identifying mental disorders, identifying
people who are struggling, and finding ways to help them. (They’re
teaching us) to be good listeners and be people who can understand
others, understand their feelings and understand that everyone’s
going through something.”
Similarly, Klee said, “The social/emotional development and training
is really important because we’ve seen those that are trained go
from maybe not being aware how to read the signs someone’s
giving them about how they’re doing. We’ve been so blessed by
the fact that many of the peer mentors then go on to really pay
attention to what those signs are and reach out to myself or Mr.
Fogel whenever they do see a freshman struggling and then help
get them the help that they need.”
Hruskoci said, “Our class is in the theater because we have such a
big class. Some days we don’t have a microphone so we join Zooms.

We’re on a Zoom but we’re in the same room just so we can hear
each other.”
Klee stressed the range of students in this year’s peer mentoring
program so that it could reach as many individuals as possible.
Klee said, “Variety is more present than ever — personality-wise,
background wise, extracurricular involvement — and I think that is a
real gift that will be brought to the Freshmen Class. Hopefully, each
freshman will have somebody they know they can turn to who as a
peer mentor can relate to or share in their experience in some way.”
Hruskoci said, “The main thing (the class) has in common is that
we’re all good leaders. We’re pretty vocal. Obviously, you need
pretty good communication skills and pretty good leadership to be
a peer mentor, so I’d say we all have that in common. Other than
that, there’s not many similarities. There’s a lot of different people,
which is good, since it brings a lot of diversity in and a lot of different
types of people.”
Both Bozzelli-Levine and Hruskoci said that they still would’ve
wanted to be a peer mentor if the planned religion electives were
available.
Bozzelli-Levine initially wanted to be a peer mentor because of his
freshman year experience. He said, “The peer mentors always had
amazing insight. I always really liked hearing what they had to say
because they were the experts, they were the seniors.” Hruskoci
echoed this sentiment. He said, “I want to be a peer mentor because
as a freshman, having my peer mentor, I had a lot of fun. They really
inspired me and taught me a lot. They really helped me adapt to
high school life, and I wanted to set that example for other kids just
like my peer mentors.”
Bozzelli-Levine said, “I want to do what the seniors did for me when
I was a freshman. I wanted to carry on this tradition and help the
freshmen and help the freshmen adjust to life at Cathedral, give
them a feeling of the place, help them whether they need help with
homework or just they need someone to talk something through
with.”

During a warm
afternoon last fall,
senior peer mentors
took their freshman
resource students to
the football practice
field to participate in
an activity.
Cathedran file photo.
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The show must go on
Theater directors discuss this year’s spring musical and all it entails in the midst of the ongoing
Covid-19 pandemic.
BY JULIA HURLEY

O

ver the years, the school has put on various plays, and
that tradition continues this year. However, this year’s
spring musical will look very different.

The spring musical this year is “Alice is Wonderland” by Randy
Wyatt, based on the book by Lewis Carroll. The show follows
a young girl named Alice who falls asleep and enters a magical
dream, where she goes on a journey and meets all kinds of wild
characters along the way.
Mr. Michael Moffatt, the technical director of the theater program,
said that Alice’s interactions with the characters were why the play
“Alice in Wonderland” was chosen to be performed. Alice meets
only with a few characters at a time, and during a pandemic, it’s
important to have as few actors on stage as possible.
“Alice in Wonderland” is quite a whimsical play. To capture
the essence of Wonderland, Moffatt said that creative lighting
and sound will be used. Set pieces will be made oversized to
exaggerate the environment.
Covid-19 helped drive the decision to put on this particular play.
According to Ms. Maria Souza, the school’s theater director,
it was difficult decision. Souza said that she and her students
knew the protocol for live performances early on, and that a live
performance with singing and dancing would be unsafe due to
the potential for the virus to spread.
Moffatt said that all involved went back and forth on whether to

While the auditorium stage is pretty much empty now, before
long it will be filled with actors getting ready for the spring
production of “Alice in Wonderland.”
Photo Samayah Mitchell.

have a performance. “We went from an outdoor play, where we
would have to contend with the weather, to an indoor production
that would be streamed,” he said. The indoor production would
have allowed only a select few audience members.
This is different from other CaTheatre productions of the
pandemic. “The ‘Rookie Showcase’ was all virtual, ‘Hades’ was
a live performance, while ‘Alice in Wonderland’ will be shot in
segments and edited like a film,” said Moffatt. While there is
disadvantage and heartbreak that comes with not being able to
directly interact with a live audience, Moffatt says one advantage
that comes with a filmed play is that actors will be able to more
effectively work the stage trap doors.
Students are getting involved in the play in a variety of ways.
“(Senior) Claire Miller is the student director, and we have
a student lighting designer, a student prop master, student
choreographers, and we’re working together with student
groups for marketing,” Souza said.
An audition callout email was sent to students in January, with
a link to sign up for five-minute tryout slots and sides from the
show to perform at the audition. Students can memorize other
monologues as well.
Rehearsals will take place after school on Tuesdays, Wednesdays
and Thursdays, and those sessions began on Feb. 22. Technical
rehearsals and filming will occur after spring break from March
29 to April 9.
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Catholic president
Religion and social studies teachers explain how President Joe Biden can become a leader in politics
and religion.
BY ASHLYNN BAKEMEYER AND AINSLEY DANILSON

W

hen Joseph R. Biden Jr. was inaugurated on Jan. 20, he
became the second Catholic President in the history of
the United States, the other being former President John
F. Kennedy.

Biden now steps into the spotlight not only as the leader of the
United States, but also as a leader for all American Catholics.
Religion teacher Mrs. Katie Lewis said she hopes Biden
establishes himself as a role model for Catholics across the
country. “I like how he has been going to Mass. I think it’s really
neat how he takes that time for prayer,” she said. Biden also
regularly attended Mass in Washington, D.C. when he served as
vice president for former President Barack Obama.
Biden worships at Holy Trinity Catholic Church, which is the
same parish that Kennedy frequently visited during his tenure
as president from 1961 until he was assassinated in Dallas on
Nov. 22, 1963.
Social studies teacher Sr. Mary Ann Stewart was in eighth grade
when Kennedy was elected President of the United States. She
said, “So many people at that time were afraid that if a Catholic
was elected, the pope would take over the United States.
Kennedy had to assure people that he would make his own
decisions and not rely on the pope.”
Sr. Stewart added that like Biden, Kennedy was what she called
a “very devout Catholic.”

Another impact that Biden’s religious and political position could
have is an increased number of Catholics involved in politics. Lewis
said she hopes that is the case. She said, “The Catholic population
makes up a lot of the United States, so it makes sense for there to
be more Catholic politicians.”
Although it can be challenging to understand where the line
between faith and politics is drawn, Sr. Stewart said, “This is all
very confusing for a lot of people. Separation of church and state is
definitely a concern here.
Lewis said, “Biden seems to have a knowledge of Catholic social
teaching and that will help him and guide him in his presidency and
I think that it will reflect his decisions as well.” She also noted that
she believes that Biden will figure out how to balance his faith with
the decisions he makes, while also maintaining separation of church
and state.
“I hope that he sets a good example through his decisions,” Lewis
said. Since he holds such a prominent position of power, his views
and decisions could influence how Catholics view important issues
in the faith and in the world.
“I believe that he’ll do what he thinks is right,” Stewart said as well.
There are high hopes for Biden to make good decisions for the
country and to positively influence the Catholic community in the
United States.

While Biden holds his strong Catholic beliefs, the separation of
church and state remains in effect. Lewis said, “When (Biden)
makes decisions, votes or vetoes bills, he’s going to do what the
Constitution says. But I do think he’s going to do it in a way that
is prayerful and respectful.”
Biden’s faith could also possibly play into his perspective on
major controversial topics like abortion and the death penalty.
Lewis said, “Some of that controversy has already started up
a little bit. I think that’s going to be a personal issue that he
struggles with. People will have a very high standard for him.”
Sr. Stewart said, “Biden is definitely opposed to the death
penalty. I’ve also heard that the number of abortions go down
during Democratic presidencies because there tend to be more
programs to help people who may have feared that they could to
support a child, such as the Affordable Care Act.”
Lewis added that Biden’s ruling on the controversial issues could
influence how Catholics view these same problems.

President Joseph R. Biden Jr. is only the second Catholic
President in the history of the United States.
Photo from whitehouse.gov in the public domain.
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The sound of music
Los Angeles native Mr. Goodman brings a vast range of experience as a professional musician to his
role as the school’s orchestra and jazz band teacher.
BY ANDREW DE LAS ALAS

A

nyone who’s walked through the Cunningham basement
(when school isn’t virtual) in the early morning hours
would be hard pressed to miss the sound of the jazz band
or orchestra running through one of their pieces.

Goodman. Swiss Air used to include Al Pesto’s music in their
tourism videos, and if you listen carefully, you can hear the
sound of Goodman’s violin. However, before his grand European
tour was able to begin, it was halted.

Mr. Steve Goodman directs both ensembles, but his musical
background criss crosses the United States and Europe.
Dedicated to the craft of violin, Goodman wields a staggering
encyclopedic knowledge of jazz, technique and theory, but like
many musicians, is driven by a passion for the music itself.

Arriving in Europe via air, Goodman then took a train to Lucerne
where he met an Al Pesto affiliate for lunch. Goodman said, “I
asked when the tour was going to begin exactly, and he just
looked at me and said, ‘Oh it’s been canceled.’”

A native to Los Angeles, Goodman said he moved from South
Central to Whittier in second grade. At Los Nietos Middle
School, which he attended for summer school classes, Goodman
was exposed to a life-altering viola presentation. “I had never
seen someone play a string instrument at that level,” he said.

The stereotypical musician lifestyle commenced. Goodman,
laughing, said, “I had $500.” With nothing to incentivize a return
to the United States, the Goodmans were effectively stuck in
Switzerland.

Fueling his newfound interest, Goodman’s mother purchased
tickets for the pair to see Itzhak Perlman, an Israeli violinist with
polio. “My jaw was open and I don’t think I was breathing for an
hour and a half,” said Goodman. He said, “That’s what I want to
do.”

To make due, Goodman said he played along the river Reuss
where the tourists were, but with little to no avail. “I met a friend
one day, and he asked me how I was doing,” said Goodman. “I told
him, ‘I’ve been eating rice for a month.’ He asked, ‘What!? How
can you do that?’” Goodman told him that he’d use whatever he
could afford to accompany it. “Rice with sugar, rice with salsa.
One day I found raisins, so we had rice with raisins too,” he said.

As a 9-year old, Goodman played soccer and “was a hardcore science guy,” but after receiving his first violin he began
integrating music into his schedule. “Starting from Day 1, I had
to play an hour a day,” said Goodman. “I would run around, do
homework, and just live, but it was a lot of hard work,” he said. At
times his friends would come around, and Goodman would have
to say, “I can’t play baseball right now, I’m practicing.”

Luckily, the friend gave Goodman some advice. “The Americans
don’t tip,” he said. “If you want real money, you need to wake up
at 6 a.m. and go down to the train station. You can practice your
scales, studies, whatever. We Europeans know and appreciate
our music.” Goodman, who had been making around 17 francs in
five days along the river, brought in 45 francs in two hours, easily
proving his friend right.

Eventually his teacher, Mr. Jim Anoldi, would recommend another
instructor, Mr. Robert Keane. However, soon after switching,
Keane told the Goodmans that their son needed another teacher,
Mrs. Elizabeth Ivanoff Holborn, who was quite the distinguished
musician, graduating from Juilliard and played in the Long Beach
symphony, and serving as a staff member at the University of
Michigan’s Interlochen International Arts Academy.

Goodman would eventually find a break and tour with Al Pesto
(and started eating food other than rice). Faxed the music the
night before he left, Goodman said that he had to learn it on the
train ride to Stügart. “I set up a music stand in the bathroom and
practiced all night. People would knock, use the bathroom, and
I’d go back in. The odor was a bit interesting,” he said.

From California to Switzerland
After college at the University of Michigan, Goodman began
establishing himself as a musician, associating with networks of
musicians all across the world. Still living in Los Angeles, Mr. Dale
Hauskins, a guitarist friend from the Swiss progrock band Flame
Dream, mentioned that his friends in the French folk group Al
Pesto were looking for a violinist. The gig economy in California
was difficult so Goodman and his new wife packed up, sold
everything, and flew to Switzerland.
“They were the most famous folk group in Switzerland,” said

While on tour Goodman had a multitude of television
appearances and was hired to co-write music for the Maralam
Theater group. Known as Sri Salami, the production was about
Tamil asylum seekers, and Goodman was able to work with
assistant director Mr. Anton Ponrajah, who now serves as a
political liaison for the United Nations. Sri Salami would go on to
win the Vesta Ag Culture Prize for theater and music.

Playing avant garde jazz
Independently, Goodman also started an avant garde jazz
band, PaGo LiBre. Each syllable reflects the first part of each
musician’s last name. Mr. John Wolfe Brennan, the “fantastic jazz
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pianist” for the group, heard how string quartets at the Lucerne
Conservatory were struggling in their production of George
Crumb’s Black Angels, and recommended Goodman.
“It’s a very tricky piece,” said Goodman. He was appointed the
title of adjunct professor, and while unable to teach lessons, he
coached string quarters and worked sound for master recitals.
Through a combination of Al Pesto, PaGo LiBre and Sri Salami,
Goodman found himself as “the most famous American violinist
in Switzerland.” To give an idea of who made up his audience, the
former president and finance minister of Switzerland come close
to the top of the list.
Fame lasted a lot more than 15 minutes. Driving back from
the airport in a taxi to stay with a friend in Zurich, Goodman
encountered his music in the wild. “It was a very warm day and
someone had their window down, and I heard my music from Al
Pesto playing,” said Goodman.
The second occasion occurred with a theater group near the
Italian border. “We were on TV once a week and on the radio
about five times a week,” said Goodman. During a break from
media appearances, he once again heard Al Pesto playing during
lunch. “You know you’ve made it (when you hear your music in
public). I can’t tell you what it sounds like,” he said.
Eventually Goodman made his way back to the United
States. Embracing the double job life, Goodman became a
waiter at a Tony Roma’s in Moreno Valley while also working
contractually with Warner Brothers. One day while waiting
tables, Goodman overheard a conversation between two
producers, one by the name of Mr. Johnny Oliver. Goodman
introduced himself and asked if they were hiring violinists.
Overjoyed (and dismayed) that Goodman was already making
the commute to the Warner Bros., Oliver was able to secure
Goodman a spot on a Frank Sinatra miniseries.
Coincidentally, Goodman would run into a former mentor,
Mr. Arty Pinkus, who had helped at the Los Angeles Junior
Philharmonic Orchestra. Pinkus was also working with
Warner Bros and was able to expand Goodman’s position
to an immediate second, someone who walks around in the
background. “I had one scene where I had to look sweaty
after being on a long bus ride. They came around to all of us
and started messing with our collars, pulling on our clothes.
They also wiped Vaseline and grease on my head and dumped
water on my face,” said Goodman.
So with his jazz-infused, prolific, continent spanning career, how
did Steve Goodman end up at Cathedral High School?
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Mrs. Ford is calling
While spending a weekend at Lake Monroe south of
Bloomington with his family, Goodman said, “At 7 in the
morning I get a call from (math teacher Mrs.) Lisa Ford
asking if I could become a full-time instructor.” Up until then
Goodman had made his way up the Hill only intermittently,
teaching strings and coaching the jazz band. “I told her I didn’t
want the job, and she, unhappy, told me this: ‘Think about it.’”
Years ago, Holborn, Goodman’s third teacher, berated him
endlessly about teaching. “She would say, ‘You need to teach.’
And I would refuse.” And on it went.
Goodman said, “Once when I was 16 she handed me two
application sheets and said, ‘These are your students.’ One was
19 and the other was 21.” Goodman responded that he would,
like every other time, not be teaching. Holborn told him, like
Ford, that he should “think about it.” She gave Goodman an
ultimatum: he can choose not to teach, but if he did not, she
would no longer teach him. She said, “At this stage, what you
need is to teach.” Angry, Goodman snatched the applications
and began his first instances of teaching.
Nevertheless, Goodman, decades later, still didn’t feel like
he was really a teacher. Perry Meridian High School didn’t
seem to think so and two hours after Ford’s call, they asked
if Goodman could fill their orchestra position. Caving, he
accepted an interview, and called Ford back to let her know
he would also be willing to do an interview for Cathedral.
“Good,” Ford told him. “The phones have been ringing off the
hook with jazz and orchestra parents insisting that we get
Steve Goodman to teach.”
Offered the position on the Hill, Goodman resumed his
teaching career. “You learn a lot,” he said. He said that Holborn
would always ask him if he was teaching, and if he wasn’t, to
do so. “Someday, you’ll understand,” she’d say.
And one day, he did. “It was during my first year at Cathedral,
after a really great jazz band and orchestra rehearsal. I was hit
when I was buttoning up my coat: ‘I’m supposed to be here,’”
he said.
And his students agree.
Senior Gabriel Tice, who plays jazz alto saxophone and is
one of the three drum majors this year, said, “Working under
Mr. Goodman has been a blast. It has made getting to school
at 7 am a bit easier knowing that I will get to learn from an
amazing teacher like him.”
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Senior Andrew Marcou said, “Mr. Goodman is a groovy dude.
Playing the drums for him is pretty neat and it has allowed for me
to broaden my knowledge.”
Sophomore Tony Arroyo, jazz tenor saxophone, said that
working with Mr. Goodman has “been challenging but exciting
and beneficial.”
Sophomore Zach Hopkins, jazz tenor saxophone, said that it’s
“definitely challenging, and he has pushed me beyond what I
thought I could do. A great learning experience and a peek into
the world of music.”
Junior Jasmine Zimmer, jazz and orchestra violin, said, “I really
enjoy working under him. He’s a great teacher and I’ve been able
to learn a lot from him since he covers a lot in class and is always
helping us improve.”
However, he still spends a tremendous amount of time and
effort outside music education. “It’s a hustle. I’ve been doing the
gig economy since I was 20. Some weeks go by and I don’t have
a gig. And then when you least expect it, you get them,” he said.

During alpha period on Feb. 11, Mr. Steve Goodman directs
the orchestra, which practices in the basement of Cunningham
Hall. Goodman brings a vast range of professional experience
as a musician to the Hill to share with his students, who were
practicing a piece called “No Bounds,” which the group would
eventually perform with the jazz band.
Photo by Ashlynn Bakemeyer.

In the stretch from December 2020 to January 2021, Goodman
judged for the Indiana State School Music Association (as one
of the only certified judges for jazz strings), wrote a program for
United Methodist Church, rehearsed, recorded, dress rehearsed
and played for Christmas Eve. All of Goodman’s albums are on
Spotify and Apple Music.
Goodman has experienced some amazing moments as a
musician. While playing with PaGo LiBre, he recalls a particular
incident. The night did not necessarily go as planned. During the
sound check Goodman was swarmed with mosquitos to such an
extent he had to go to the infirmary, and during his solo his violin
string broke and slapped him across the face. Nevertheless, the
newspaper wrote high praises and he was rewarded with a
standing ovation from 4,000 people.
Opening for such a diverse crowd, from Chick Corea to Red Hot
Chili Peppers, Goodman said he still feels extremely connected
to his students at Cathedral, Perry Meridian and every other high
school and middle school at which he has instructed. Goodman
said, “It’s things you hear often. It’s not always about making
money, it’s the joy of what you do.”
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Learning Commons spotlight
Come visit the learning commons in Loretto Hall 2210.

You can also visit them online.

Every day:

During school hours

Late start:

Before School (7:30 AM to 8:45 AM)
After School (3:15 PM to 4:30 PM)

The Learning Commons offers math tutoring
during every class period and after school at
cathedral.xroadsed.com/nexus.

TUTOR SPOTLIGHT

Kimberleigh Mattingly, Senior
Hobbies
Reading, singing, playing video games, and
writing.

Future Plans
Double major in biology and become a genetic
counselor.

What excites you about tutoring?
Meeting new people and learning how best to
help different individuals.

TUTORS
SOPHOMORES
Nolan Stiffler
JUNIORS
Ollie Devera
Paige Emkow
Haleigh Kolosso
Louden Maciag
Hagan McClelland
Hudson Miller

Gabriel Rodriguez
Victory Sampson
Reese Sanders
SENIORS
Megan Cerar
Jesus Contreras
Mick DeWeese
Lisa Fallouh
Claire Fenwick

Madeleine Fenwick
Nathan Fiedeldey
Claire Griffin
Ben Hanchar
Anne Marie King
Jack Kleck
Reece Koehler
Rhiannon Ludes-Braeger
Kimberleigh Mattingly
Kieran McCauley

Corinne Melloh
Kate Moore
Lloyd Sage
Miriam Santos-Leon
Rachael Vavul
Terrin Wagner
Erika Weed
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Photo of the week

During the City tournament championship game, senior
Vincent Brady gets loose for two points. The Irish won the City
title with a 69-59 win over Crispus Attucks. The team now heads
into Sectional play, taking on Lawrence North on March 3 at Tech.
Photo by Dejah Jones-Moore.
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Ready for the tournament
Fourth-ranked men’s basketball team draws second-ranked Lawrence North in the first round of the
Class 4A Sectional to be played at Tech.
BY JAMESON BROWNE

A

s the men’s basketball team wraps up the regular
season and prepares for the tournament, Head Coach
Mr. Jason Delaney provided his perspective on what
the Irish must do in order to win the Sectional for the
first time since 2013.
The Irish will begin Sectional play on March 3 in what will be
one of the premier games in the state that night, as Delaney’s
fourth-ranked team will battle second-ranked Lawrence
North.
Delaney says he has been reminding his team, which won
games over Ben Davis on Feb. 19 and Fort Wayne Snider on
Feb. 20, what their goal is throughout the year. “I’ve really
been trying to make sure they remember that we are trying
to achieve greatness,” he said. Delaney mentioned that their
belief is the most important aspect of their attitude.
About the Sectional draw, Delaney said during a phone
interview on Feb. 21, “This was the hardest road we could
have possibly gotten.” However, he said he believes his team
matches up pretty well with the Wildcats. “They have some
really good guards and a couple of good big guys that we are
going to have to focus on,” he said.
His keys to winning are to just play basketball. Delaney said,
“We cannot put any added pressure on ourselves. We just
need to be calm and poised and play the same way we have
all year.” The winner of this game will advance to take on the
winner of Lawrence Central and Warren Central game in the
Sectional semifinals.
As the tournament approaches, and as a few teams have been
quarantined, the Irish are grateful to have made it this far.
“This has been a different kind of year. We are blessed and
thankful to have the opportunity to play every game,” he said.
Throughout the season, Delaney says the team has played
games with no fans and some games with only a few fans
allowed, but he restated how grateful he and his players are
to even be able to play at all.
Most members of the varsity team have opted for online
instruction and plan to return to campus when the season
ends.

So far this year, the team has been extremely successful with
a record of 18-2 (as of Feb. 20) and a ranking of fourth in the
Class 4A Associated Press Poll. Both of those losses (to Fort
Wayne Homestead and Gary West Side) were in overtime. “Our
chemistry and everyone being bought in has been what makes
us so good this year,” Delaney said.
Over quarantine, the team made sure to organize workouts
and spend some time together, whether it was supporting each
other at AAU tournaments or playing basketball at a local park,
according to Delaney.
The team is made up of a lot of young players, but Delaney
mentioned his three seniors are a significant part of how well the
team has performed this year. “Each one of our seniors leads us
in a different way. Jalen Johnson is very vocal and an intelligent
basketball player. Vincent Brady will lead us through his actions
and Nick Bremer is a guy that is almost like a coach for us,” he
said.
The coach also cited the team’s depth. Delaney said, “Every
single guy has done something to win a game for us.” He said he
believes that can translate into wins in the tournament.
Rankings and ratings indicate that the Sectional at Arsenal Tech
may very well be the most competitive in the state. Delaney said,
“I firmly believe that there are no seven teams in America that
are paired together in a tournament as tough as ours.” Besides
the Irish and the host school, those seven teams include Crispus
Attucks, North Central, Lawrence Central, Lawrence North and
Warren Central.
To win this year, Delaney has reminded his team how small the
margin of error is and that they have to be competitors. Delaney
said, “We have to take it game by game and pay close attention
to detail. We are as talented as anyone in the state of Indiana, so
if we play to our potential, I think we have a great chance.”
That last Irish team to win a Sectional in 2013 would go on to
capture Regional and Semistate titles as well before losing to
Carmel in the Class 4A State championship game. This year’s
team is shooting for a similar result but with a different outcome
in the final game of the season. The Class 4A State title contest
will be played April 3 at Bankers Life Fieldhouse.

See a photo of the men's varsity basketball team in action at the City
tournament championship game on page 25.
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Men's Varsity Basketball
Season Results
Nov. 24: Defeated Bowman Academy 80-58
Nov. 28: Defeated Cincinnati (Ohio) Woodward 80-67
Dec. 4: Defeated Brebeuf Jesuit 70-58
Dec. 12: Lost to Fort Wayne Homestead 71-65 (2 OTs)
Dec. 11: Defeated Warren Central 76-69
Dec. 19: Defeated Arsenal Tech 97-73
Dec. 22: Defeated Merrillville 93-58
Dec. 28: Defeated Fort Wayne Bishop Luers 80-51
Dec. 30: Defeated Zionsville 68-65
Jan. 8: Defeated Roncalli 61-47
Jan. 13: Defeated Carmel 51-50
Jan. 21: Defeated Bishop Chatard 76-38
Jan. 23: Defeated Tindley 85-64
Jan. 25: Defeated Crispus Attucks 69-59
Jan. 30: Defeated Columbus North 64-57
Feb. 6: Lost to Gary West Side 72-63 (OT)
Feb. 12: Defeated Fort Wayne Blackhawk Christian 86-78
Feb. 13: Defeated Franklin Central 84-56
Feb. 19: Defeated Ben Davis 74-54
Feb. 20: Defeated Fort Wayne Snider 77-63
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Seniors are ready
After a year’s absence due to Covid-19, baseball players are determined to get back on the diamond
and start a new season.
BY NICHOLAS RODECAP

A

s spring draws ever closer by the day, so, too, does
the 2021 high school baseball season. For high school
baseball players all over Indiana, this will be their first
season since 2019 in light of the Covid-19 outbreak that
caused the previous season to end before it even began.
Baseball Head Coach Mr. Ed Freije ‘99 and the rest of the
baseball program felt the brunt of the Covid-19 outbreak last
March when it prompted the cancellation of the season.
“It was incredibly difficult,” Freije said. “(I) felt horrible for our
seniors. Players spend so much time invested and committed to
a program and they really look forward to competing and leading
their senior year. As adults, we try to emphasize the ability to
control what we can control and this was a great example of
that. Unfortunately there was not much we could control.”
Cam Jordan and Chris Gallagher, two senior baseball standouts,
both felt the impact of Covid-19 in different ways. “It was a
hard pill to swallow,” Gallagher said. “The team and I put in a
lot of work (leading up to the season) and to have it called off
was upsetting. High school baseball is something that I am very
excited to be a part of.”
Gallagher, a Wright State University commit, said Covid-19 will
present an additional set of challenges to him and players like
him. “(Wright State) is giving all of the current players another
year of eligibility, which leads to more players on the roster.
Going into my freshman year, I will have to work harder to stand
out and show the coaches what I can do.”
Like Gallagher, Jordan also made a college commitment prior
to his senior season. Jordan, a standout in both football and
baseball, committed to the University of Louisville just a couple
of weeks after Covid-19 prompted the cancellation of his junior
season on the diamond. “I was planning on committing to a
school after (my junior year) but since there was no season I had
to hurry my decision,” Jordan said.

Anticipating the 2021 season, Freije said he looks forward to
having a large group of seniors. “It is a class that will contribute
at a high level. They’ve been a group that we have really enjoyed
having over the last four years and having them grow together.
With that, many of them lost out on an opportunity to grow and
develop at the varsity level as juniors.
“Of the large Senior Class, three, started for us as sophomores
two years ago. Jordan (center fielder), Gallagher (shortstop and
right handed pitcher), and Cade Conlon (catcher).”
Freije said he expects Covid-19 to have an effect on this season
the way it has impacted the seasons of other sports. “Whether
that’s how we have to practice, how we have to travel, how we
gather, masks, social distancing, who is allowed to attend games,
(and) postponements (and) cancellations,” he said, listing all the
possible impacts of the continuing pandemic.
Gallagher said that this spring, the baseball team will accomplish
what the Irish couldn’t last year. He said, “I believe that there
will be a 2021 season. The IHSAA will find a way to get the
season in, especially if (fall and winter sports) are happening. The
baseball team will be motivated to prove that we are one of the
best teams in the state just like every other year, with the goal
of winning a State championship. We will have an experienced
group of guys, and (we) want to finish our high school careers
with a ring more than anything.”
The season is scheduled to begin on March 29.

During the spring when games were supposed to be played,
Freije said there was not much players and coaches could do to
get together. “We had a few Zoom check ins. We had a parent
deliver varsity baseball signage to the yards of your senior
players. We were able to give tributes to our seniors on Twitter.
We were able to distribute our traditional senior buckets and
gifts.
“I was able to go see some of the seniors when they went to
have their pictures taken on campus. The spring was really a
challenging time because restrictions and guidelines were very
strict. It was very nice to be able to celebrate with our baseball
seniors and all of the senior class with graduation at Brunette
Park.”

Senior Cam Jordan and his parents attend the winter signing
ceremony in the Welch Activity Center. Next year, Jordan will
play baseball for the University of Louisville. This year, he and his
teammates can’t wait to take the field at Brunette Park.
Photo submitted.
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All in the family
Younger siblings follow in the footsteps of their older brothers and sisters as successful members of
Irish athletic teams.
BY LUKE SPENCER

F

or some students, athletics are a family tradition, with
older siblings setting the standards for a younger brother
or sister.

However, sometimes the younger siblings in these families
face high expectations not only from coaches but also from
themselves. They may feel pressure to live up to their siblings’
athletic success.
Paul Sheddy, a freshman, has two older brothers, and both have
played sports on the Hill. Patrick Sheddy ‘18, played football and
lacrosse, and is now a junior at Indiana University in Bloomington.
John, a current junior, also plays football and lacrosse. His sister,
Ellie ‘20, competed in soccer, and his twin sister, Madeline, is a
member of the women’s lacrosse team.
Paul is a lacrosse and tennis player, and as the youngest of his
brothers to attend here, he grew up watching his older brothers
play lacrosse. Now it is his turn to take the field for the Irish.
Because Paul’s brothers played, the lacrosse coaches were
already familiar with him and his family. Paul said via Zoom,
“Both (the lacrosse coaches) kind of knew me already and got to
know me pretty quick.” Since Sheddy was already on the coaches’
radar due to his brothers having played lacrosse, he said he feels
that there are perhaps higher hopes for him from the coaches.
He said, “There was definitely expectations coming from them
based on having brothers that performed.”

But Sheddy also has high expectations for himself. He wants to
have the same success that his brothers achieved while playing
lacrosse for the Irish. According to Paul, John would have played
on the varsity lacrosse team as a sophomore, had the season not
been canceled due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Sheddy hopes to
follow in his brother John’s footsteps next year, as he hopes to
make the varsity team or be double rostered by his sophomore
year in both junior varsity and varsity lacrosse. He knew that
achieving this level of success so quickly would be a tough
task going into the season, saying, “I was kind of worried as to
whether or not I could live up to (making varsity as a sophomore)
and do as well as (John) did.”
So far, though, Sheddy said he feels that he has played well and
to meet the expectations of his coaches and those he has placed
on himself. He said, “I’m definitely trying to live up to them, and
I think that I have so far.”
Many athletes must meet these same situations, having had siblings
perform athletically before them. This could be a negative for
some athletes, as it just adds more pressure for them to succeed.
However, others will use it as motivation and apply that pressure to
live up to their siblings as fuel to succeed athletically.
In the end, though, living up to their siblings’ success is not the
main focus for these athletes. They aim to help themselves or
their team do its best. Sheddy said, “My goal is to ultimately win
a State championship.”

The Sheddy brothers, from left, John, Paul and Patrick, carry
on the Irish tradition of siblings being involved in athletics on
the Hill, in this case, with older brothers setting the tone.
Photo submitted.
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Athlete recruitment
Although Covid-19 caused difficulties during a critical time in collegiate recruiting, seven seniors
have been committed to play football after high school.
BY JAKE LANGDON

A

fter ending their high school careers on top, seven
seniors on the football team look to play at the next
level.

Recruiting has been altered due to the NCAA restrictions in
response to the Covid-19 pandemic. The NCAA has limited
both what high school athletes and college coaches are
permitted to do. This has affected the overall exposure for
high school athletes, especially those not playing a season
at all.
The pandemic hit right before a critical time in recruiting
for rising seniors in the Class of 2021. These studentathletes were unable to meet coaches, attend camps and
go on unofficial visits to prospective colleges. The Irish
football program was also unable to host the yearly college
showcase, which in the past drew more than 100 college
coaches from across the nation to the Hill. This left players
and coaches with only the internet to connect and build
relationships.
Seniors were left with limited ways to gain exposure,
especially if they were relying on summer camps as a way
to get eyes on them entering their final year of high school.
This key evaluation time was lost as was the bonding
between coaches and recruits.
Senior defensive lineman David Guhl mentioned the most
detrimental part of the dead period was a lack of exposure.
He recalled his brothers, Ryan Guhl ‘16 and Andy Guhl’s
‘18, experiences in the recruiting process.
Ryan played three seasons at Illinois State as a defensive
lineman and Andy is a junior on the Indiana University rugby
team, playing prop. The younger Guhl said, “Their senior
years they would be going to all the camps in the summer.
And I never got to because they were all closed. I’ve just
had to turn to following coaches on Twitter and seeing if
they follow back. I just keep posting film on Twitter to see
if I can gain exposure.” Guhl is a three-sport athlete who
participates in rugby and wrestling along with football.
Another challenge for the Class of 2021 involved the decision
by the NCAA to pass the blanket eligibility rule. This rule
states that everyone who played college football this season
is granted an additional year of eligibility.
This results in complications for college coaches trying to
figure out how many spots they have for incoming recruits.
Now on top of balancing incoming freshmen and transfers,
coaches must figure out who is staying for another year.

This leaves coaches with some tough decisions. Along with
seniors being able to return for a sixth year, freshmen in
the Class of 2024 are also granted five years of eligibility,
essentially affecting college rosters for years to come and
leaving fewer spots for incoming recruits.
Guhl mentioned that during his recruitment he was aiming to
play at either the NAIA or DIII level. He said, “At the smaller
divisions, the seniors that stay for a fifth year take scholarship
money that the programs don’t have for incoming freshmen.”
While DI schools may be stretched thin with their athletic
scholarships, it pales in comparison to how thin the DII and
NAIA schools will operate. For comparison, Division I FBS
programs are allotted 85 athletic scholarships for their football
players, while DII football is allotted 36 athletic scholarships
and NAIA is allowed just 24.
DII rosters typically include at least 100 players, some
being walk ons, but a majority of those players receive
some portion of an athletic scholarship. This leaves schools
such as University of Indianapolis, a DII program, with less
scholarships for incoming freshmen.
Senior cornerback Zane Hill mentioned one of his experiences
in the recruiting process. He said, “A DI FCS coach called my
cornerbacks coach and said they would offer me, but they
don’t have enough money to offer any more kids. So they are
trying to get me to walk on. And then they talk about how
coach lets kids walk on and if a scholarship opens up they
give it to them.”
Hill cited his frustration, saying, “You can’t get anybody to talk
to you because they don’t have any scholarships left to offer.”
Senior outside linebacker John Paul Koscielski also is looking
to play at the next level after pleasantly surprising many with
his performance on the defense after he moved from tight
end to outside linebacker during the summer.
With Koscielski uncertain if he would decide to play in college
next season, missing camps hurt his chances to get exposure,
whikle other athletes who have already been to camps have
made connections with coaches. He said, “I feel like coaches
coming into Cathedral was a big part of the process when we
were in school, practice or at games.”
To gain ground on his competition, Koscielski said, “I’ve been
sending a lot of emails and DMs on Twitter, trying to get as
much exposure as possible.” Despite the circumstances, he
said, “I’m happy with what I’ve received. I feel like in a different
year we could have more people going to bigger schools.”
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Koscielski is currently considering DePauw, or Marian or
possibly walking on to a higher level school such as Miami of
Ohio to continue his athletic and academic career.
Guhl said he believed making the most of the season assisted
in his recruiting. He said, “It definitely helped getting the (Class
5A) State championship. Getting the exposure from that and
playing with some of the big name guys brought some looks.
You make a play and the recruiters go, ‘who is that?’”
Guhl committed to DePauw University on Jan. 21. He said,
“DePauw’s campus and its people stuck out to me, there’s
nothing like it. A lot of good football players have committed
as well, and we are looking really good.”
Senior quarterback Nathan McCahill committed to DePauw
on Jan. 26.
Hill was optimistic on going to play for a DIII program. He
said, “They focus on life after football and on getting a good
job out of college.” His short list includes Illinois Wesleyan,
Wabash, Marian, UIndy and St. Francis.
Unlike Koscielski and Guhl, Hill was dissatisfied with his
options. He said, “I feel stuck in the middle. I’ve just been
taking whatever I can get, sending my film out, seeing if
they mess with me.” He said he felt that the fact that college
coaches cannot come to campus definitely hurt his chances.
Hill said, “Now you have to go on individual visits to school.
You have to travel to them. No official visits. No game day
visits.”
Hill made up for this on the field though receiving many
honors this year highlighted by being named second team allState by MaxPreps and all-City as a defensive back.
He accredited his heightened level of play to Mario
McCullough, referring to a team member who passed away
last spring, saying, “We played as a team really well. We had
a purpose to play for this year, and I think that just made
everybody play harder. Everybody knew who it was for. It was
for Mario. We recognized him every game. We went out there
and fought every game.”
In all three of these players’ cases, senior year was a critical
time for their recruiting process. Because of their solid senior
seasons, they were able to make the most out of a difficult
recruiting situation, but they still are awaiting the validity
of these potential offers as things can change in an instant
during this time.

Senior David Guhl used social media to announce his
commitment to DePauw University.
Photo from screen capture.
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Nuestra opinion

A todos los involucrados en brindar opciones de
clases de religión para los estudiantes de tercer
y cuarto año del próximo año, gracias por su
flexibilidad y por su disposición a hacer lo mejor
para los estudiantes.

el punto de vista elegido, ya que las opciones de
clases son numerosas y brindan una variedad de
perspectivas diferentes para el aprendizaje.

Desde la guerra espiritual, que analiza las batallas
espirituales de la vida diaria y la de los demonios
Un elemento básico de la excelencia de la Catedral y ángeles, hasta las religiones del mundo, que
ha sido la importancia de los valores de la Santa enseña a los estudiantes sobre religiones en todo
Cruz y el ambiente cristiano y católico que ofrece el mundo, los estudiantes de tercer y cuarto año
la escuela. Parte de la misión de Cathedral para sus ahora tienen siete opciones sobre dónde quieren
estudiantes es ayudar a cultivar la espiritualidad, dedicar su aprendizaje de religión durante el primer
y esto no se puede hacer mejor que las clases de semestre del próximo año.
religión que los estudiantes toman desde el primer
año hasta el último año.
Diferentes profesores de religión impartirán
En los últimos años, se les ha exigido a los
estudiantes que tomen la misma clase de religión
que todos los demás, aparte de algunas personas
que participan, como las clases de mentores de
pares, que reemplazan a la religión. Pero en el
próximo año escolar, será una opción para que los
estudiantes de tercer y cuarto año puedan elegir
entre una gran lista de clases ofrecidas gracias al
trabajo de los consejeros, profesores de religión y
el equipo académico de la escuela.
Las clases de religión en el pasado, o las clases
de teología como se llamaban anteriormente, no
les han dado a los estudiantes mucho margen
de maniobra en cuanto a la elección de lo que
estaban aprendiendo. Si bien los estudiantes
definitivamente se benefician de las enseñanzas de
la Iglesia Católica, la moralidad y otros temas que
los estudiantes de primer y segundo año aprenden,
el nuevo plan permite una experiencia aún mejor.

diferentes cursos, proporcionando a los estudiantes
una visión de la religión, ya sea a través de películas
cristianas, política o ciencia.
Se sabe desde hace mucho tiempo que todas y cada
una de las personas aprenden de manera diferente,
y una de las mejores cosas que pueden hacer las
escuelas es proporcionar un entorno de cursos y
profesores que estén dispuestos a satisfacer las
necesidades individuales y grupales. Al ampliar el
alcance del aprendizaje religioso, la esperanza es
que los estudiantes también puedan no solo estar
más entusiasmados con su clase, sino también
sacar más provecho de ella espiritualmente.

El personal de Megaphone reconoce y aplaude a
todos los involucrados en la decisión de brindar
opciones para los estudiantes de último año.
También entendemos que estas opciones de
clases de religión también ejercen más presión
sobre el horario principal de la escuela (gracias,
El objetivo del nuevo plan de estudios es el subdirector Sr. Mark Matthews y todos los
brindarles a los estudiantes del tercer y cuarto consejeros), ya que estas opciones crearán más
año la posibilidad de asistir a clase todos los días trabajo para usted pero también brindarán más y
entusiasmados por aprender sobre religión desde mejores opciones. para estudiantes.
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Our opinion
To all those involved in providing religion class

for classes are numerous and provide a variety of

options for next year’s juniors and seniors, thank

different perspectives for learning.

you for your flexibility and for your willingness to
do what’s best for students.

From spiritual warfare, which dissects the
spiritual battles of daily life and that of demons

A staple of Cathedral excellence has been the
importance of Holy Cross values and the Christian
and Catholic environment the school provides.
Part of the mission of Cathedral to its students is
to help cultivate spirituality, and this can be done
no better than the religion classes that students
take freshman through senior years.
In past years, students have been required to
take the same religion class as everyone else,
aside from some people with involvements such
as peer mentor classes, which take the place of
religion. But in the upcoming school year, it will
be an option for rising juniors and seniors to be
able to choose from a large list of offered classes
thanks to the work of the counselors, religion
teachers and the school’s academic team.
Religion classes in the past, or theology classes
as they were previously called, haven’t given

and angels, to world religions, which teaches
students about religions around the globe,
juniors and seniors now have seven options as to
where they want to devote their religion learning
during the first semester of next year.
Different religion teachers will teach different
courses, providing students with insight into
religion whether through Christian films, politics
or science.
It has long been known that each and every person
learns differently, and one of the best things
schools can do is to provide an environment of
courses and teachers who are willing to meet
individual as well as group needs. By broadening
the scope for religious learning, the hope is that
students will also be able to not only be more
excited about their class, but be able to get more

students much wiggle room as to a choice of out of it spiritually.
what they were learning about. While students
definitely benefit from the teachings of the
Catholic Church, morality, and other topics that

The Megaphone staff recognizes and applauds
all those involved in the decision to provide

freshmen and sophomores learn about, the new options for upperclassmen. We also understand
that these religion class options also put more
plan allows for an even better experience.
pressure on the school’s master schedule
The goal of the new curriculum is to provide

(thanks, Vice Principal Mr. Mark Matthews and

juniors and seniors the ability to come to class

all of the counselors), as these options will create

every day excited about learning about religion

more work for you but also will provide more and

from their chosen point of view, as the options

better options for students.
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Face off
With spring break quickly approaching, many are planning on traveling across the country. Two
students explain why they think it's better to travel or stay home.

Travel

Stay home

With everything currently being up in the air, traveling is a
hard no for some, and a yes for others. Personally, I think
making spring break plans is acceptable and fine, as long as
Covid-19 protocols are being followed.

Around this time during a typical year, students and their
families would start planning their spring break vacations. Some
might opt to go on a sunny beach escape, absorbing the precious
warmth in a place like California or Florida. Others might go on
an ocean excursion, taking a cruise ship across the high seas.
Then, there are those who would take a trip to visit faraway
family or connect with long-lost friends.

BY CAROLINE SCHILLING

In some places, Covid numbers are decreasing, especially with
the continued mask mandates and a recognition of cleaning
and social distancing. For this reason, hopping on a plane or
driving a distance is perfectly fine.
Staying in for such a long time can make people feel excluded
and possibly go a little stir crazy. For this reason, leaving
your house to travel somewhere with a different climate and
environment could help mental health overall. It is a new year,
and it is time to take Covid seriously while still preparing and
hoping to get back to normal, and a spring break vacation is
a great start.
When unsure of booking that flight, think of the positives.
If you follow the social distancing guidelines, wear a mask
properly and stay home if feeling sick, then a change of
scenery would be good for mental health and your well being
overall. If uncomfortable with flying, drive. It is a great way
to still travel while staying farther apart than on an airplane.
Another reason to go on spring break is the limited capacities
that many public places have enforced. Most states have
required fewer customers in restaurants, gyms, hotels and
more. With this, you are able to distance yourself because
of the smaller amount of people. With limited capacities, you
could feel safer sitting at a booth or spending your time in the
public places at a hotel.
Cleaning supplies, methods and more have also increased in
public places. Many stores are disinfecting between parties,
restaurants more than before, and flight attendants on main
areas before and after a flight. Bring your own hand sanitizer
and disinfecting wipes, clean surfaces and hands often, and
you will stay healthy on your getaway.
For these reasons, it is perfectly fine to go on spring break.
Taking into account all we have learned since the beginning
of the pandemic, now is the perfect time. Personally, I think
getting away for spring break is a good idea.

BY NICK BOZZELLI-LEVINE

Students here on the Hill would be doing all of these things if
things were normal. However, this is not a normal year. Protecting
friends and loved ones from the pandemic alone should be a
reason not to go on a trip during next month’s spring break.
Additionally, the time could be spent doing far more productive
activities and the money could be spent in much better places.
Let’s start with the money part. According to a recent study
conducted by NerdWallet, the average American plans to spend
upward of $1,800 on their spring break vacation. That’s a lot of
money for one week. There are a myriad of places that money
could better be put. It could go into a savings account, maybe for
college. Think about all the long term stress that would relieve as
opposed to blowing it all on just one week of fun.
The time spent on that one-week getaway could also be used
to alleviate stress in a much better way. This time could be
used for researching colleges at home, working on applying
to scholarships or simply sleeping in and hanging around the
house lazily all day. While that last suggestion may not seem
so productive, it’s a great way to restore one’s energy, peace
and sense of well-being without leaving the house and without
spending a dime.
Finally, this most obvious reason is the real elephant in the room
here -- or should I say -- the virus in the room. The coronavirus
has represented a real gray cloud over life, canceling activity
after activity and causing sorrow after sorrow. Although there
is a light at the end of the tunnel, with more than 26.5 million
Americans having received at least one of the shots from safe
and effective vaccines, everyone still needs to do their part in
preventing another surge in cases. That means wearing a mask,
social distancing — and yes — avoiding travel and gatherings
wherever possible. So, it’s evident that going on a trip this spring
break is an unwise and potentially hazardous decision.
With so many reasons to avoid a spring break vacation this year,
it seems like the obvious choice would be saving time, money
and possibly even lives. Eventually, things will get better and
people will be able to go on trips to their heart's content again.
Until then, for the sake of your friends and family, stay home this
spring break.
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