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Lockdown
Learning
Having already established how to
operate an online teaching and
learning provision from last
summer term, the College was
quick to adapt to the online
programme for the term just
completed. Furthermore, with
additional software and lessons
learned from the first lockdown,
the spring term lessons were
better in terms of delivery and for
the submitting and collection of
work. The responses from parents
and pupils, offered in the College’s
questionnaire, revealed a greater
level of satisfaction than was
evident from last summer, which
was already high.

With the end of March and the start of a short Easter vacation, staff
and pupils up and down the land were waiting for some sort of
guidance on how the summer’s GCSEs and A Levels would be
awarded this year.

In addition to regular homework,
pupils also submitted posters
created during lockdown and sent
in videos of science experiments
carried out at home.

Thanks to the examination boards and Ofqual, it is now much
clearer as to how assessment material will be used, and under the
expert leadership of the excellent Vice Principal, Mr Gary Chalmers,
Heads of Faculty are being prepared to cascade the information to
our teachers.

Once we returned to face-to-face
teaching, the science laboratories
were back in action. Top left is a
group of biologists extracting DNA
from bananas

Evidence files have been prepared for each examination pupil and
work is being gathered to enable staff to produce the TAGs so that
our pupils may receive the grade they should do this coming
summer.

Full Steam Ahead for
Teacher Assessed Grades

Regular updates on the process and how individuals are performing
will be sent to parents during the course of the term
With the end of March

Outstanding first
series in F4 from
Tern
Tern Inthraphuvasak from the
Motorsport Academy has moved
effortlessly from karting into F4.
Having passed his F4 licence (at
Silverstone) in the winter term, he
used the Christmas vacation and
part of the spring term, in between
online lessons, to train in good
weather in Dubai, followed by
competing in the UAE F4
Championships.

A Remarkable Double For
Brooke House Football
Whilst most of the country were tuning into their TVs or
streaming devices hoping that their country would be
successful in the recent World Cup Qualifiers, Pupils and staff
at the College were not just looking at their country’s result,
but were also following the results of Tanzania and The
Cayman Islands.
After captaining and competing for Tanzania U20s in the
AFCON competition earlier in the year, Kelvin John was
promoted to the full men’s team for the world cup qualifiers.
There are 5 places up for grabs for African Nations at the 2022
World Cup Finals in Qatar, so we wish Kelvin and his team
mates all the best as they aim to compete with the likes of
England, Germany and Italy, assuming they qualify.
Not to be outdone, Jackson Kirconnell also played for his full
national team as the Cayman Islands competed in the Americas
section of the qualifiers. Whilst, sadly, the results did not go
the Cayman Islanders’ way, the experience for Jackson was
truly amazing.

Pictured above Tern is his receiving
his first ever prize in F4 for a podium
finish in race 4 of the season.
Tern went on to be placed in later
races and ended the season 3rd
overall.
Tern has now returned back to
school and is preparing not only for
his lessons next term, but is also
hoping for further success in the
British F4 Championships.

A Fond Farewell to Staff
This term sees us bid farewell to four colleagues. Judit MoralesPola returns to Spain after looking after the girls in Union so
well, and Jessica Barrs, who was on maternity leave has decided
to spend time with her beautiful baby, and won’t be returning
this term to her role of Matron. Victoria Speed, an outstanding
teacher of Chemistry leaves her part-time role with us to take
up a full-time position. Victoria was one of the college’s recent
NQT teachers, who was superb in the classroom and in the
activity programme. Our final leaver is Karine Anthoine, who
after 11 years with us has decided to move on. She was a first
class teacher of Psychology, tempted us all to her French cuisine
and developed the faculty’s digital library. All four staff will be
greatly missed.
This term

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award

The message given by so many parents to their children over generations when their little darlings were facing
a bit of a challenge has often been to fall back on “It will be character building.”
This term has seen the D of E groups challenged in ways they could not have imagined when they signed up for
the internationally renowned scheme. Lockdown, route planning online and socially distanced, preparing for
whatever the weather could throw at them, and it did throw some pretty awful weather their way, as well as
trying to keep a smile on their faces.
Despite all of this, the groups can feel proud of a job well done in their accomplishment with a successful postlockdown expedition completed towards the end of term. Well done to all concerned; character built!
In addition to the expedition section of the award, the D of E groups also learned to bake cakes, then produced
some really rather good ones, which were then sold on their cake stall for the children in Leicester’s Children’s
Hospital.

Charity
In other charitable events this term, the College School Council guided by Miss Barbara Bialek worked tirelessly
to raise issues of racism, mental health and drummed up much enthusiasm for ‘Red Nose Day’ as well as
International Women’s Day. Allied to the College’s continued work with providing clean water in places around
the world where this basic need is so lacking, with AquaAid, it has been truly heartening to see how our pupils,
despite being many miles from home themselves and having to deal with a lockdown and challenging times at
school, have still found time to help those much worse off than us.

Pastoral Care
Yet again, our residential staff have gone the extra mile during this most recent lockdown period. In trying
to keep everyone happy, the ‘Ressies’ have come up with many innovative ways to keep things normal with
quizzes, pizza evenings, and regular ‘in household bubble’ activities, which have allowed the boys and girls
to let their hair down every now and then. Plus of course, Tollo and Margo have maintained the quarantine
houses superbly. As the photographs show below, the ‘Ressies’ can be very proud of what they and their
charges have achieved in what has been a most challenging term.
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