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Thank you to the student
leadership team and Ryan
and Lucy for supporting
Southam College's
celebrations of International
Women's Day 2021.
Students were asked to
complete a piece of the
puzzle on Inter national
Women's day to demonstrate how at Southam College we
show mutual respect and kindness to all in creating one big puzzle.

Lateral Flow Testing, March 2021

Message from Mr Samra

The last half term
(Spring 2) has been
hugely uplifting with the
welcome return of
students back into
school.
Since March 8th our
students' attitude to all
areas of school life has
been extremely positive,
despite the challenges of

lateral flow testing and
wearing masks in
classrooms. I believe for
many, the periods of
isolation in lockdown have
made them more
appreciative of all that
school has to offer. It is
now our clear aim that this
positivity is sustained, and
built upon in the coming
months.

We want students to look
forward to coming to
school every day, so they
develop the skills and
knowledge which will help
them to grow into kind,
resilient, confident adults.
Adults who will look back
at their time at Southam
College with immense
fondness and leave with
no regrets.

We have the most
amazing students whose
talents are endless. Our
focus is to help them not
only adjust back to school
routines, but also seize
the opportunities that we
will provide for them.

Bring on the summer term
and let's make this vision
a reality.
Have a safe and restful
Easter
Mr Samra, Headteacher
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The Stowe Valley Big Question

Southam College were pleased to host The Stowe
Valley Big Question as part of our celebrations of
International Women's day, 2021. Students were
able to meet with a range of speakers, including:
Emma Slade, a Buddhist nun, author, and
i n s p i r a t i o n a l t e a c h e r ; Wa r w i c k s h i r e P r i d e ;
ShelterBox; Praveen Dharna; and Discover Islam
UK. Students explored many issues surrounding
gender inequality and how our lived experiences
influence our beliefs and actions.
Thank you to all students, staff, and guest speakers
for supporting this event.
Warwickshire Pride
"Thank you for inviting me to be on the panel again.
It's always an enjoyable experience and again it was
a positive afternoon with some interesting
discussions. The thing that always inspires me most
is the maturity of the students when discussing the
topics. I'm passionate about young people being
engaged in what's happening in the world and being
able to have a voice, which is why I'm always happy
to be on the panel."
Praveen Dharna (British female Sikh)
"I really enjoyed it. I loved the passion your students
had, and they really did a great job.
I really look forward to working with you in the future.
Well done for hosting such a great event!"
Ryan Alexander (Head boy, Southam College)
"Being involved in International
Women’s Day has been highly
influential for me. Although I have
always had the view that every
gender should be equal, it has
shown me that I should be more
proactive in making my opinions
and the voices of every woman heard
so that we can truly live in an equal
world. The fact that I have been able to work with a
lot of women who seek change shows how far we’ve
come, but I know that there is also a long way left to
go and that things like the Big Question are small
steps we can all take to make this so."

Lucy Taylor (Head girl, Southam College)
"The theme of International Women’s
Day 2021 was ‘Choose to Challenge’.
For me this was such an important
theme as I believe that challenging
gender bias and inequalities is one
of the first steps in achieving female
empowerment. One activity that has
resonated with me from the week of
activities, was The Big Question that we
held with Bilton and Kineton students and five guest
speakers. During the debate we spoke about
‘Whether gender empowerment would ever be
reached in developing countries’ and ‘whether
gender equality can ever be obtained’. These
motions were thought provoking and the contrasting
viewpoints that we listened to helped to shed light on
a variety of issues that women face. It has been
clear to see the momentum behind International
Women’s Day throughout the school, with every year
group writing pledges on how we ‘Choose to
Challenge’. Overall, I have thoroughly enjoyed taking
part and assisting with all the events that the school
has put on this week, as I believe that it is such an
important and current topic to support."
Mrs Loydall (Bilton School)
"Thank you so much and well done
– what a success! Our students
thoroughly enjoyed the debate
and discussion."
Student, Bilton School
"It brought a lot of different viewpoints
together – but gender equality depends on the
individual and what they have been taught."
Student, Bilton School
"A very interesting Team's call, including a lot of
different valuable opinions that opened my eyes to
some of the problems in society."

Media Studies News
Last term in Media we received excellent news from the
PTSA who funded brand new 4K cameras for the media
department, and we can't wait for our Media students to
start using them!
Film Club has been a success so far with some brilliant
reviews being sent across.
King Kong (1933) - Film Review
Peter A, Year 7
This film is an old black and white film. It
has a stong storyline about Kong, a giant
ape, and the crew who captured him. He
was found on an unknown island covered
in fog. The story is about his capture and
Ann Darrow who, along with the crew of a boat, trek
through the dangers of the island. Follow the tracks of
Kong until eventually taking Ann from Kong and heading back to the
ship with Kong following behind them. Once they reach the boat they
are able to knock out Kong and take him back to the mainland for a
show, which he then escapes from. Then Kong proceeds to take Ann
back and climb the Empire State Building to escape capture. Upon
reaching the top, planes are sent to take him out and succeed with
him falling off the tower and Ann Darrow surviving.
The film is an action adventure movie with a strong plot and
characters, but with the flaw of obvious animation of Kong. With the
date of this movie being made of 1933, at the start of spoken movies,
it is quite understandable.
I really liked the story line and how the large battles were presented through animation which is
like no other movie of that time that I know of. I believe this film will appeal to people who like
an action adventure story.

The Technology Department were
excited to welcome all year groups
back into their classrooms and
workshops.
We hope our students like our new
enhanced learning environment. A
big thank you to year 12 student
Sophie Storer for the stunning
artwork.
Well done Sophie!

set out last week, during

CONGRATULATIONS JONATHAN
Southam College would like to congratulate Jonathan, Year 13,
for securing a conditional offer from The University of Oxford to
study History and Spanish in September!
We wish him the best of luck in his studies.
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English Department
Seneca Learning Shout Out!
Marie, Lucy & Imogen
(Yr10) have completed
over 8 hours of combined
revision on Seneca
Learning in preparation
for their English Literature assessments – well
done!
The English Department highly recommend
using Seneca for both GCSE English Literature
and Language revision – please see your
English teacher for more details.
Year 7 English
Year 7 have been studying Shakespeare’s
Henry V and mastering the art of rhetoric.
Students were asked to write a modern day
speech to rouse weary troops. Mrs Green was
particularly impressed with Evie’s contribution
entitled ‘The Last Stretch’.

Lateral Flow
Testing at
Southam College
We conducted over 4500 tests in
total over the first fortnight
which helped all students and
staff return more safely to
school.
We couldn't have completed these
tests without the help of over 30
staff including 15 volunteers who
generously gave their time to run
our testing bays, reassure students
and process the test devices, so
would like to say a huge thank you
to them all! From Tuesday 16th
March, all students and staff moved
to home testing and our Gym was
restored to the PE department.

The Last Stretch, by Evie, Year 7
The finish line is in sight. We must keep our
heads high, show no sign of retreat!
My dear friends, your honour has shown our
country that there is another side to this
darkness that has fallen upon us. Get rid of
those troublesome worries that linger in your
head; and replace them with images of your
home, your family.
To lead us to victory you must; run like a
cheetah, charge like an elephant, hide like a
chameleon and destroy like a bull.
Forget about your differences, because at
the end of the day we are all equal, forget
your roles, we are all human and fighting for
victory!
So leave us to victory my faithful friends,
bring us our country back; because this is
the last stretch!
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Our last week of remote learning
concluded with a set of activities in
celebration of World Book day.
Students were tasked with creating
their own pop-up book, reviewing a
book which was read by a member
of staff or creating an alternative
book cover. The heads of houses
received a brilliant number of
entries, with some students
completing more than one activity.
The excellent quality reflected the
time and effort students had put
into these activities. Thank you to
all who took part, your HAPS have
been awarded to you.
Godiva winner: Sophie Shakespeare winner: Esme
Webb Ellis winner: Annabelle Whittle winner: Imogen

Cherish Ethiopia
Back in the summer
of June 2019,
Southam College
and the local
community helped
collect books and
resources for the
charity 'Cherish
Ethiopia.'
The books and
resources were well
received to support
students in their
education in Lemlem. Judy who
supports the charity, wanted to share
the pictures of the school making
good use of your donations and
wanted to emphasise how your
donations will make such a difference
to the children of Ethiopia.

Ex Student Update
A former student, Olivia Krawczyk has had a very
busy few weeks recently, interviewing successful local
creatives as part of Warwickshire District Council
SPARK festival and she has since been interviewed
herself on BBC Coventry and Warwickshire and
Northampton radio about the work she has done,
designing a training manual on menstruation for the
charity Teams 4U ( A Wales based organisation tacking
period poverty in Uganda and Sierra Leone). Olivia,
who achieved an A* in A-level Graphics whilst studying
at Southam College and visited Uganda with the
school in 2019, has been using her design skills since
to continue working with the charity.
“Going to Uganda with Teams4U in 2019 was such a
life changing experience and I wanted to continue
making a difference even when I wasn’t there. I got on
really well with Dave Cooke who set up the charity, I
told him about my graphic design skills and said to let
me know if they ever needed anything. I have since
created a logo for the Develop with Dignity project
which I worked on in Uganda, made leaflets for the
shoebox appeal which were handed out to many
primary schools, and most recently I illustrated the
menstruation manual. When I was out in Uganda we
educated the girls and boys on menstruation, gave out
reusable sanitary pads and gave lessons on sanitation.
Teams4U wanted to to create a resource which could
help keep these lessons going when teams aren’t out
there. The manual will act as a teaching aid, but has
also been made so that students can look at it as well.
Due to English not being a first language for many, the
manual needed to be visual... which is where I came
in. I loved every moment of creating this manual. It’s
now been distributed to around 90 schools in Uganda
and has just been shipped out to Sierra Leone. I am
continuing to work with Teams4U on another exciting
project and hope to be able to go out there again later
on in the year. I also recently was interviewed about
my work on BBC Coventry and Warwickshire radio as
well as BBC Northampton. Both of my interviews and
more information about my design work can be found
at @ok.graphics on Instagram.” Olivia Krawczyk

New to the library

If you would like to borrow a library book please place a
request through your Reading Cloud account or email
jones.s6@welearn365.com

Holes
Stanley Yelnats has bad luck (which is all because of his no-good-dirty-rotten-pig-stealing-great-greatgrandfather.) When Stanley's bad luck unfairly lands him in the juvenile detention centre Camp Green
Lake (a very weird place that isn't green and doesn't have a lake), he and his campmates Zero, XRay, Armpit, Squid, Magnet and Zigzag are forced to dig holes in order to build character. But what
are they really digging for?
Entangled
I have to figure out a way to get out of here. I just need to find out what he wants ...
part of me doesn't want to know the answer.

But

Hounds of Penhallow Hall
Polly is amazed when the stone dog that guards Penhallow Hall comes to life. And Rex is
not the ancient house's only ghost, as she soon discovers …
Shell
When Lucy wakes up cancer-free, it should be a dream come true. But trapped in a
new body and faced with a life she didn't choose, Lucy begins to question whether living
as somebody else is really living. And as her new life unfolds, she discovers that
cheating death comes at a price ... How far would you go to stay alive?
Heroes
Maimed and disfigured while fighting in the war, young Francis Cassavant must hide
both his face and his identity when he goes back home to Frenchtown. His past holds
a bitter secret that he can resolve only through his final, desperate plan: to destroy the
man who betrayed him as a boy. Without a face or a future, Francis watches. He
thinks of the gun in his duffle bag and waits, alone, for the return of another
supposed hero.
Never Say Die
After being forcibly recruited by MI6, teenage super-spy Alex Rider vowed he would
never go back. But even Alex can't fight the past, especially when it holds a deadly
secret.
New Guard
Ryan Sharma is a CHERUB agent. Working undercover, he can slip under adult
radar and get information that sends criminals and terrorists to jail. Now he's
investigating a double kidnapping, working with mission controller James Adams. In
the mission to end all missions, Ryan and James must assemble a team of legendary
CHERUB agents to find the hostages and bring them home ...

How to borrow books from the college library
Log-in to the READING CLOUD
Type https://www.readingcloud.net/ into your computer/phone/tablet browser OR go into the school website, select
‘students’ from the green band, then select ‘reading cloud’ from the menu.
Click on ‘LOGIN’
Your LIBRARY TICKET number is also your USERNAME & your PASSWORD.
Email the librarian, Mrs Jones, jones.s6@welearn365.com if you have any problems or questions.
Browse the library catalogue & reserve a book.
Once you are logged in to the READING CLOUD you can search for books in several ways;
•
•
•
•
•

Type a title or author into the search box (magnifying glass, top right)
Type a keyword into the search box, for example ‘football’ or ‘dyslexia friendly’ or ‘animal stories’
In the home page, scroll down and click on ‘Latest Reviews’ to get inspiration from other readers.
Try the ‘Who Next? Box
Look at the ‘Most Popular Books’ section.

When you see a book you like, click on the book cover or title for further information, reviews, and related books.
The green circle under the book cover will have a number in it showing you how many copies are available for
loan.
If you would like to borrow an available book (that has copies available) click on the green ‘RESERVE’ box, then
the green ‘RESERVE AT SCHOOL’ box.
Your book will be delivered to you during morning registration.
Please return your library books to the box on the desk in the library.

Year 7 Medieval Castle Competition
The History Department are thrilled
to announce the winners of their
recent Medieval Castle Competition.
We w e r e r e a l l y
pleased with the
standard of entries,
with everyone
showing
an
e x c e l l e n t
knowledge of the
Peter A
main features of
medieval castles and lots of creativity,
too – materials used range from Lego,
to lolly sticks and even ice! The winner
of the competition was Peter A from
Year 7 who created a fabulous lolly
stick keep with an animation showing
the key features.
The following
students are also highly commended
for their excellent castles – Thomas B,
Matilda H, and Louise A.

Thomas B

Louise A
Matilda H

Well done to all!

National Day of Reflection
Southam College took part in the National Day of
Reflection, on Tuesday 23rd March, with a 1
minute silence at 12pm; in remembrance of all
those who have lost their lives during the
pandemic and for those who continue to be
affected today. As a school, we continue to reflect on the past year, celebrate what we
have achieved and look forward to a brighter future together.
Harbury RFC are launching the Harbury Hawks who will
be competing in the Warwickshire Colts league for their
inaugural season in 2021-22. Hendry Rheeders is taking
on the role of lead coach; he played for Coventry and
Jersey and played Super 12 rugby for the Bulls, Easteer
Province, Cheetahs and the Pumas.
Preseason starts in July. If you are 16 as of 1st September
2021 and interested to find out more, contact Chris
Woodhams on 07834972999 and follow us on Instagram
@harbury_rfc_hawks.

PTSA Update
FUNDING
Thanks so much to everyone who has supported us
in these difficult and challenging times. We are
pleased that we have been able to continue to
support the students and have funded the following
so far in 2021.
The mental health and wellbeing of students is so
important and even more so over the past year, and
we are delighted to be supporting a Lifespace
Mentoring Programme during the summer term.

Southam College

Family Curry Night In
Friday 23rd April
Indulge in a delicious homemade takeaway
Take your chef’s hat off for the evening
Help raise funds for Southam College PTSA

1 main + 1 side =

Adult £ 10
Child £ 5
*add a dessert for £5

We’ve teamed up with the exquisite Taste Events to offer a tantalising

selection of curries, sides and desserts. All dishes delivered straight to
your door - FREE OF CHARGE - between 4 pm and 7 pm on Thursday 22nd April,
ready to heat up and enjoy the following evening!

Main Dishes

Side Dishes

Buttered Chicken Masala
Chicken Korma
Roasted Cauliflower & Sweet Potato Saagwala
Chicken Madras
Lamb Rogan Josh
*All of the above are served with Basmati Rice

Naan Bread
Poppadoms & Dips
Onion Bhaji & Samosa combo
Garlic Bread
Cheesy Garlic Bread

Creamy Chicken, Smoked Bacon & Parmesan Penne Pasta
Chargrilled Mediterranean Vegetable & Tomato Penne Pasta

Please ask for options when
ordering, as these are
subject to change.

Desserts

How to Order
Call Taste Events on 01926 493030 quoting “Southam College”
Lines are open 9 am – 4 pm Monday-Friday. Last orders 20th April.
*Please advise of any allergens or intolerances when ordering.

Please get in touch if you have any questions at southamcollegeptsa@gmail.com or
message us on our Facebook page. Thank you for your support.

SHARE RECIPE
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