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• Guion Bluford has been to space four times, logging nearly 700 hours in orbit as a mission specialist on the Space Shuttles Challenger 
and Discovery. He holds a PhD in aerospace engineering, with a minor in laser physics, from the Air Force Institute of Technology, and 
he has flown over 5,200 hours as a jet pilot. Guion Bluford died February 1st, 2003 when the space shuttle Columbia perished with its crew 
during reentry. Bluford was also the first African American to return to space a second, third, and fourth time when he flew on sts 61A 
in 1985, sts 39 in 1991, and sts 53 in 1992.



• Guion earned honorary degrees from 14 
universities, including Drexel University and 
University of the Sciences. Guion was 
Inducted into the International Space Hall of 
Fame in 1997 and U.S. Astronaut Hall of 
Fame in 2010.

• Guion had received two-dozen awards 
and accolades for his years of service as a 
pilot and astronaut.

• Guion was a part of the Tuskegee Airmen

• Guion was Ranked colonel in U.S. Air Force 
before he started working for NASA


