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Welcome to

KUSPUK School District
INFORMATION TO HELP NEW TEACHERS ADJUST TO LIFE IN THE VILLAGE

YOUR ADVENTURE
BEGINS...

Kuspuk School District
The Kiuspuk School District
lies along the midKuskokwim region, covering
the villages of Upper Kalskag,
Lower Kalskag), Aniak,
Chuathbaluk, Crooked Creek,
Sleetmute, and Stony River.

Inside...

WEATHER

INFORMATION

You have chosen to embark on an
exciting journey. You will be called
on to fulfill unique and rewarding
duties. You will be professionally
challenged to employ and expand
your current skills, knowledge, wits,
and resourcefulness. You will be
immersed in a culture and part of
the world that is likely beyond your
current experiences.

The weather can change quickly.
When needed, monitor the
weather station through AWOS.
Bethel information is available at
http://kusko.net and the weather
for many locations is available for
www.wunderground.com Be
cautious regarding weather and the
elements. Check with others if you
are unsure.

Your presence will have an
immediate impact on those around
you. You will gain a sense of pride
and satisfaction measurable by the
smiles that surround you.
Congratulation on becoming a
part of the the Kuspuk School
District. We hope you enjoy our
friendly communities.

Conditions vary greatly. Summer
temperature generally reaches
65-75° F. Winters from 35 to -40°
F. and sometimes colder. The
snow usually falls in mid- to lateOctober and sticks around through
April or even May. Don’t let this
discourage you, though. If you’ve
survived a mid-west winter, you’ll
have no trouble here. Winter just
lasts longer here.
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Nuts & Bolts

SHIPPING CONSIDERATIONS

Sending items to your site: United States Postal Service is
best, with maximum weight of 70 pounds per parcel.
However, for easier handling, consider sending between
40-50 pounds, as it's a long journey with a lot of workers
handling your parcels.
Consider packing breakable or liquid items in
Ziploc baggies (found in bulk at Costco or Sam’s Club)
and wrap things well. Balance heavy and light items. Use
paper towels or toilet tissue as packing material.
Some teachers send items in plastic totes instead
of boxes. Lids can be attached by drilling holes and using
“zip ties” or simply by using duct tape. Although the totes
add a bit of weight, they help protect contents and the
totes can be used for storage in your home. (Alcohol and
many other items cannot be legally mailed.)
Rather than hauling all of your boxes into the
post office, take them to the back loading dock. You can
unload your boxes and have them weighed at the dock. A
postal agent will then give you a bill to pay at the inside
counter. This saves time, energy, and headaches. The
dock in Anchorage is usually accepts packages between
10:00 AM and 3:00 PM. Call ahead to confirm the hours
for the particular post office. (The airport post office has
extended hours.) Parcels go out more quickly when
mailed from the airport Post Office and will arrive
anywhere from two days up to 2-4 weeks later.

WHAT TO BRING/CLOTHING

Bring both very warm clothing and lighter clothing.
People do not "dress up" much in the village, but it's fine
if you do. Bring a couple hobby items that can keep you
busy on a cold winter night. If you enjoy the outdoors,
consider bringing recreational equipment.

TRAVEL
Travel within the Region
Your mindset to travel within the region should be very
patient and flexible. The schedule is very unpredictable expect changes and delays!! Whether you travel by plane,
boat, 4-wheeler (ATV), or snowmobile (snowmachine),
please plan ahead and dress appropriately. File a "flight
plan" if you are boating or snowmobiling. Also, if you are
getting a ride between villages, help pay your way. Village
travel is always an adventure, and you'll be happier if you
view it as such!

Be aware that a flight from Anchorage to your village will
cost between $250-$850.

PASSING THROUGH ANCHORAGE

Allow yourself several days in Anchorage to do your
shopping prior to your first contracted day on
site. “Bush” shopping is exhausting and takes more time
than you'd think. You’ll appreciate the additional time to
get things done. Some stores, such as Wal-mart, offer a
packing and shipping service for a reasonable fee. You
can fill a couple carts and wheel them to Customer
Service in the back, and they will do the rest. You may
also need time for obtaining an Alaska driver’s license,
having doctor’s appointments (current physical, dentist,
vision), getting fingerprints, etc.

SHOPPING

Most villages have a local store, and it is good to
support the local economies. Prices are high,
however, and many items may not be available
depending on your village. Many villages have
multiple groceries, stores. some with limited fresh
produce, milk ($10/gallon), and eggs ($5/dozen).
The smaller villages have stores with canned goods
and many other items. Check with your principal
about availability of items in your village. Even if
you purchase locally, you’ll probably want to plan a
couple days to shop in Anchorage. Also, many
people find that websites such as Amazon.com, and
Walmart.com are good for purchasing dry goods.

HOUSING

In some villages, the Kuspuk School District owns or has
a contract for a duplex/ apartment/ house, and then
rents the housing to teachers. In other villages, housing is
exclusively through local landlords. Whatever the
arrangement, make sure that your housing situation
doesn't get in the way of becoming a part of your village.
If your house is close to the school, make the extra effort
to get out into the rest of the village. It may be
worthwhile to make a very early trip to secure housing, as
it can sometimes be difficult. Check with your supervisor.
Housing runs $550-1200/month.

General Information
COMMUNITY RELATIONSHIPS

Be friendly to everyone. “Wave” to passersby, even if you
don’t know them. (You may find yourself waving at
strangers driving by in Anchorage out of habit!) Take
walks in the village. Be willing to try new food and go to
potlucks and events. If you are invited into someone's
home, feel free to do so without fear of "intruding". You
may find that the children of the village come to visit you
frequently. Establish visiting hours if you need to, or
come up with a courteous way to end the visit. Be aware
that offers of food or rides from the opposite gender could
have other implications.
Try to attend funerals and feeds. It means a lot to the
family. Even if you did not know the person who has
passed on, it shows support for their family members. In
larger communities, try to at least attend funerals or feeds
of family members of students, or people may feel like
you don't care about them. If you are unsure of cultural
norms regarding funerals or feeds, ask someone for
guidance.
In January there is a long Russian Orthodox Christmas
and New Year Celebration called Slavik. A "star" is
carried to various homes and there is song, prayer, and
eating. The Russian Orthodox Greeting is to put cheek to
cheek and handshake. It is an honor to be asked to sit at
the first table. While this is usually reserved for elders and
others, do not refuse an invitation to come sit at the table.
Try not to feel badly if someone corrects you. Take it in
stride and be glad you are being guided in your learning.
Observation is the best teacher, though.

ALCOHOL

Although it changes a bit from time to time, most villages
are "damp", meaning one cannot buy alcohol, but can
consume it in a private home. Kalskag is a dry village
(serious penalties for drinking). The region has a high rate
of alcoholism. Sometimes drinking parties can "go south"
in a hurry. Community perception of you as a teacher
can be adversely affected.

FISHING AND HUNTING

If you are interested in hunting and fishing, just be
respectful. Explore the options for legal hunting and

whatever anyone says, make sure you have the proper
permits from The Kuskokwim Corporation (TKC).
Someone may be kind enough to invite you out. Again
just be respectful and observe others' attitudes/practices in
hunting, butchering, and sharing of the meat/fish.
NOTE: You must be an Alaska resident for one year to
get an Alaska resident license for fishing or hunting.

MEDICAL FACILITIES

The Subregional Clinic in Aniak serves 18 villages and
has very up-to-date resources. It is staffed by 1-2
Physician’s Assistants and a number of health aides. It is
part of the Yukon-Kuskokwim Health Corporation
(YKHC). Although the clinics are designed to meet the
needs of Alaska natives, they also serve non-natives. There
is a dentist and other specialists who come to Aniak and
Kalskag (optometrist, physical therapist, audiologist, etc.)
In the other villages the local clinic works with the Aniak
Subregional Clinic. The small clinics can offer only
minimal medical service. Bring with you any special
medicines you might need. Even in Aniak, ability to fulfill
a prescription is limited. Plan ahead.

COMMUNICATIONS SERVICES

Home internet access is available in all villages, but is
much more expensive and less reliable than in the lower
48. Current Internet Service providers include: Starband,
Hughes Net, and GCI. The school has the most reliable
Internet connection, but its purpose is for education and
internet content filtering is in place. Satellite TV is
available in all villages via a personally purchased satellite
dish and personal service with Dish Network. Cell phone
service is available in Aniak, Kalskag, Sleetemute,
Crooked Creek and Chuathbaluk for ~ $50/month
through GCI http://www.gci.com There is a post office
in every village, but the smaller the village, the more
limited the hours.

LOCAL AIRLINES

Travel between villages is by air or boat during most of
the year, with snowmobile trails some of the winter.
Ravn Aviation (Frontier/Hageland) 675-4572; Aniak
Scenic Air - 545-2834; and Sound Aviation - 229-2462.
The approximate cost of charters Aniak to or from other
Kuspuk villages ranges from $150 to $800.

Kalskag Schools & Communities
THE SCHOOLS
George Morgan Sr. High School - Gr 7-12
Zackar Levi Elementary School - Gr 4-6
Joseph & Olinga Gregory Elementary School - Gr K-3

LOCAL

ORGANIZATIONS
ANIKA Native
Store (groceries)

Ausdahl’s Family
Store (hardware
& groceries)
Airport Trading
Post (open until
10 PM)
Upper Traditional
Council; Lower
Traditional
Council

KALSKAG
COMMUNITY
The Kalskag
community (Upper and
Lower Kalskag) has a
population of over 600
people. There are some
work opportunities in
health, Traditional
Council, stores, airlines,
etc. Kalskag offers a
wide variety of outdoor

activities during the
year. Kalskag's location
is unique because it lies
between the Yukon and
the Kuskokwim Rivers,
where the two rivers
come the closest
together. To the west

streams good for
adventuring and a good
way to view wild life.
Kalskag is in a fairly
convenient location two hours from
Anchorage, a half hour
from Bethel, and 20
minutes from Aniak.
Bethel offers many
different types of fast
food, places to buy
groceries, and a hospital.

and south lies the
tundra, offering different
types of hunting and
berry picking in the
summer. To the North
lies the Yukon, offering
great winter pike fishing
and big game hunting in
the fall. To the east,
Kalskag has three local
mountains and hills are stores.
scattered with trails and

Aniak Schools & Community
THE SCHOOLS

Aniak Jr. Sr. High School serves approximately 60 students in grade 7-12.
Auntie Mary Nicoli Elementary School has about 90 students from preschool to grade 6.

LOCAL

ORGANIZATIONS
The Kuskokwim
Corporation

Yukon
Kuskokwim
Health
Corporation
BushTell Inc.

the airlines and much
more. Troopers base
out of Aniak for over 18
villages; Yukon
Kuskokwim Health
Corporation’s subregional clinic in Aniak
serves people from over

version of the
Kuskokwim 300 race.

There are two local
grocery stores, AC Value
Center and Riverside
General Store. The post
ANIAK
office has the services
you are used to
COMMUNITY
elsewhere - even
passport photos. The
The Aniak community
Interior Rivers Fair in
has 500-600 people August is held at the
more in the summer
fairgrounds and is
months due to the
always fun. You will find
increase of jobs due to
25 villages in the Yukon- Aniak to be a friendly
tourism. Aniak serves as Kuskokwim Delta. The
place.
the hub to the
Aniak Traditional
surrounding villages for Council is active in
various community
events.
Most years, Aniak hosts
the Aniak 150 dog
mushing race, a smaller

Welcome!

Upriver Schools & Communities
THE UPRIVER SCHOOLS

Crow Village Sam School in Chuathbaluk

Jack Egnaty Sr. School in Sleetmute

Johnnie John Sr. School in Crooked Creek

Gusty Michael School in Stony River

three certified teachers,
and an itinerant special
education teacher who
serves all four villages.

UPRIVER
VILLAGE

ORGANIZATIONS
Traditional Council
in each village

Sleetmute Store
Thomas’ Trading Post

Clinics in each
village

BushTell
Incorporated

Each community has its
own unique flavor.
Since there are four
small school grouped
together geographically
“upriver” from Kalskag
and Aniak, they are
sometimes referred to as
the Upriver Schools.
Each school currently
has between one and

videoconferences, site
visits, and occasional
multi-village events,
when budget allows.
(Science Fair, Fine Arts
One can travel via
Festival, etc.)
snowmobile from village Welcome to the Upriver
to village when the
Schools!

weather is good and the
river is safe for travel.
For the most part, school
event travel and
professional
development travel is via
air.
We try to lessen the
geographic isolation
through

