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LOOKING BACK AT THE FIRST
SEMESTER

Hello, our names are Kaya and Rikke
and we are seniors at Marist
Brothers International School. As a
part of the International
Baccalaureate students have to do a
CAS project and we decided to make
a school newspaper.
In this newspaper you will find
information about the fall semester
of 2020, what happened, which
sports were played, what events
occurred etc. You will also find
information about the numerous
clubs and activities Marist has.
Finally, we have made a little quiz at
the end in which you can guess a
teacher based on 7 quick questions.
We hope you like the newspaper.
Thank you.
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- Kaya and Rikke, co-editors.
JANUARY 2021
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St u den t Cou n cil
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student organizations and

are chosen to represent their

established at the beginning of

peers in the student council

this school year. During weekly

which aims to fulfill the wishes

after school meetings students

clubs that engage students
both socially and academically.

of the students at Marist

from grades 9 - 12 plan

In this section we have

Brothers International School.

community activities and

included an introductory

The club meets every Monday

engage with global issues. The

paragraph for each. Some

after school to discuss issues

organization is based on the

clubs have their own Instagram such as students welfare and
community events. This
profile where you can go and
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principles of scholarship,
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semester the Student council

service. Students are

have arranged various

encouraged to develop these

activities including, bulletin

qualities as they work together
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with their peers, complete the

week, casual days, save the

requirement for 20 hours of

birds project, chocolate advent

service work and take

calendar and Christmas trivia.

leadership roles in organizing
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events.

NHS
The Marist chapter of the
National Honor Society
recognizes students from
grades 10 to 12 who have
shown excellence in the areas
of scholarship, leadership,
character, and service. Working
in collaboration with the Marist
Honor Society, NHS members
take an active role in the
community and participate in
service work.

Student council meeting. Photo taken by Mr. Neill
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STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS

M AA
Marist Athletic Associations is a
student led service
organization which organizes
and hosts athletic events in
Marist. These athletic events
© Ph ot ogr aph er Nam e

include weekly Saturday
games, tournaments,
intramural and more. The
members of MAA have a
weekly meeting on Thursday
where the members learn new
skills from the workshops such
as the linesman skills during
the volleyball game. Although
the athletic events were limited
due to Covid-19,
MAA was able to successfully
host the weekly games and

looks forward to engaging with

tournaments during the first

the local environment through

semester of the school year,
upcoming seasons.
KOBE En vir on m en t al
Or gan izat ion

the SABO project.
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and is excited for the

This organization was created

at the beginning of this school
year. Members help to spread
awareness of environmental
problems by creating
Instagram posts and writing
blog entries. Activities that the
club has hosted include beach
cleanups and a discussion
through video chat with
students of Nanyo Highschool
in Kyoto. The organization

MAA keeping score in a game. Photo taken by Rina & Cartier.

M BCG
Marist Beach Clean up Group
consists of students that wish
to clean up beaches in Japan to

M AE

ensure a better environment

The Marist Awareness and

and marine life. The group

Engagement club was

goes to the local beach in

established earlier this

Suma once a month to collect

semester by a group of seniors

trash and plastics left by other

and Mr Shitamoto that wished

people. The members then

to bring awareness to social

reflect on their Instagram

issues such as gender

profile ?_mbcg_? on the day

inequality, the danger of social

they?ve had and update their

media and governments. The

followers on current world

club members meet every

situations regarding global

Monday during lunch to

warming.

debate or talk about such
issues.

STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS
Shutterbugs Club meets
Sh u t t er bu gs

occasionally just to check on if

working out with your friends

The Shutterbugs Club is a club

the members of the club are

or start your fitness journey

in which the members take

on track or if they need any

you should join Masa?s fitness

photographs for the school

help.

club. The group meets every

yearbook as a way to show

Friday after school to either

school spirit and help the

workout or learn about how to

yearbook committee. We take

eat healthier and reach your

photos of school events and

fitness goals. The members are

individual grades/classes. This

supervised by Masa (grade 12)

club has a leadership

who have experience with

committee where the vice

fitness and dieting.

president and the president

If you like going to the gym and

take the responsibility to run
the club and meetings but also
TEDx Clu b

make sure the members of the

The TEDx Club program at

club are on the right track and

Marist supports students in

are doing their job. The

M UN
The Model United Nations
Program at Marist offers
students a chance to discuss
current global issues while
improving their
communication, leadership
and speaking skills. This year 's
topics are child mortality,
biological weapons,
statelessness and soil
degradation.

discovering, researching,
© Ph ot ogr aph er Nam e

exploring and presenting ideas
in the form of short, TED-style
talks. Usually, the members
will perform their talk at a

TED-talk event, however, due
to Covid-19 restrictions, this
year 's students will film their
talk for the TEDx Youtube
page.

Photo credit: International School of Athens
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M asa?s f it n ess clu b

GENDER EQUALITY
MAE DISCUSSION
On September 14th the newly established Marist Awareness and Engagement club (MAE) held
their first meeting, in the elementary library during lunchtime. The club aims to discuss different
social issues and hopefully make students come up with ideas for a solution. During the meeting a
grade 12 student showed a video regarding the increasing number of female sumo wrestlers in
Japan. After watching the video the club members started to discuss how this was a positive sign of
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equality and a ?step in the right direction? for females in Japan, however, another group member
recalled how the Mayor of Maizuru, Kyoto had a heart attack on the dohyo and a female nurse
who went to help him was asked to step off because women are not allowed on it. This quickly led
the discussion of how a country such as Japan with strong values regarding tradition should
balance its heritage with progressive ideas and enhance gender equality in Sumo wrestling.
Exploring the issue of gender inequality in Sumo wrestling the talk naturally went on to gender
inequality in Japan. A third group member brought up a picture of the Japanese Cabinet and
suggested that the minimum number of women just signals that they are there as a symbol and
are not elected because of their qualifications. This statement initiated a debate where an opposite
opinion from grade 12, challenged this idea and said that it was a positive sign since it signalled to
the general public that gender equality is encouraged throughout the nation.
It was then brought up that an European country recently discussed introducing a law that
enforced gender quotas in boards of directors. This essentially sets a minimum number of these
positions that are to be filled by women in an effort to promote gender equality in the workplace.
The meeting ended on the note that the discussion had overall been successful that this new club
was able to go from talking about female sumo wrestlers to debating the use of quotas for women
in top-level positions.

EV ENTS
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MHS RED
FEATHER
PROJECT
From the 12th to the 16th of
October, members of the Marist
Honor Society volunteered to
collect money for the Red Feather
Charity. Distributing fliers and
stickers of the symbolic red feather,
the groups stood outside the Suma

MHS BEACH
CLEANUP

train stations collecting generous
donations from passersby. This
amounted to a total of ¥51,268.

The Marist Brothers Honor Society held their first
service activity on Wednesday, September 16, 2020.

The collected donations are used to

Almost 50 students from Grades 9 to 12 dedicated

support handicapped citizens and

one hour of their afternoon to combating the

elderly care in the Suma

pollution of Suma beach. Equipped with gloves, the

community.

volunteers proceeded to pick up and separate the
garbage. Several bags were filled over the course of
the event.
Encouraging students to engage with issues of global
significance is a key goal of the organization.
Connection to the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals for 2030 serves to relate local
service activities to the wider context. The Suma
beach clean up activity encompasses the principles
behind a number of goals, but perhaps most strongly
with Goal 12: Responsible consumption and
production. All members of the school community, as

MHS collecting donations. Photo by
thePromotion Committee.

EV ENTS

consumers, make daily choices that impact the
environment.

M on day Dec, 14t h - Pajama

SPIRIT
WEEK

Day. Students could sleep in
and come to school as they
woke up since the first day of
spirit week was pajama day.

On the last week of school
before Christmas, spirit week

Tu esday Dec,15t h - Character

was held by the student

day. Students would choose a

council. This allowed the
students to take a break from

character from a movie, book,
game or video and dress up as

their uniform and wear

it/her/him.

something else. The student
council chose a theme for

Wedn esday Dec, 16t h - Class

every day and the students

Theme. Each class was allowed

would wear something that

to choose a theme and do

characterized under that

something together as a class.

theme.

Photo taken by Shion

Th u r sday Dec, 17t h - Crazy

© Ph ot ogr aph er Nam e

Clothing Day. Students wore
the most crazy, bright and
colorful clothes on Thursday.

Fr iday Dec, 18t h - Christmas.
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Students dressed in Christmas
colors and got in the holiday
spirit.

Photo taken by Avinash

Photo taken by Shion
EV ENTS

PLASTIC POLLUTION
ENVIRONMENTAL CLUB DISCUSSION
WITH NANYO HIGHSCHOOL
The environmental organization held a zoom meeting with students of Nanyo Highschool in Kyoto
on November 18th. The topic of discussion was plastic pollution. First, each group of students gave
a short overview of their ideas and the issues that they observed in their community. This was
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followed by questions from both sides.
Marist students discussed the way that the presence of vending machines on campus and the
convenience stores close to school contribute to the use of single use plastic items. The change
from plastic to paper-based lunchboxes in the cafeteria was mentioned as an example of a positive
development. The way that the impact of plastic pollution can be seen at Suma beach was brought
up.

This event was an opportunity to exchange ideas about the causes and effects of plastic pollution
in local communities. The environmental organization was happy to engage with different
perspectives on the topic.

EV ENTS

LOREM IPSUM DOLOR SIT

MAA CHRISTMAS PARTY
On December 17th the MAA members finished off the semester with a Christmas Party that
included secret santa gift exchange, TikTok competitions and charades. It was the perfect
ending for a good semester despite the challenging Coronavirus restrictions.

CONSETETUR SA DI PSCI NG
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ACTIVITIES

M u sic Per f or m an ce (M HS)

Fr isbee Gam e (M HS)

Dodgeball

Some talented students and

After a semester filled with

teachers showed off their

homework, quizzes and tests,

musical skills when they

students had the opportunity

performed together.

to practice their throwing skills

MAA hosted a dodgeball game
where students and/or
teachers faced off against each

in a special edition of the

other. This resulted in

frisbee toss. Few would want

unexpected alliances in face of

Wat er Pon g (M HS)

the common enemy with

The upper school students

teams forming that included

hitting their target, especially

were given a feeling of what

students from different grades

when that teacher happened

college is going to be like with

to be standing in line behind

a game of water pong.

them, waiting eagerly for their

to miss the opportunity of

turn.

Dogeball. Pictures taken by Shutterbugs.

St u den t Cou n cil Tr ivia
The Student Council hosted their annual trivia contest
on December the 18th. Although being different from
the ones in the past where the whole upper school
would meet at the cafeteria for a Christmas Brunch and
play trivia it was still a success this year where it was
played in the classrooms. The students got quizzed in
the areas of ?common knowledge?, ?school life? and ?film
and music?.

Photos taken by Shion
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CHRISTMAS MATSURI

CHRISTMAS MATSURI
ACTIVITIES

Nothing promises fun like sign
up in advance. A total of 29
teams of students and
teachers competed over the
course of five matches to
decide the outcome of this gift
wrapping championship. The

Ph ot o Boot h (M HS)
The MHS made sure that this
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Gif t Wr appin g Race (M HS)

was a day to remember with
their photo booth where
students were seen taking
pictures throughout all of the
day.

judges determined winners
based on both speed and

'Pok e-a-Tr ee' Gam e (M HS)

neatness.

Students had three chances to
hit a clown with foam balls.

Photo taken by Shion

Gift wrapping race. Pictures taken by Shion.

Raf f le
If students participated in all the activities mentioned above they
were given a stamp that would ensure their involvement in a
raffle game with desirable gifts such as air pods, a sports watch
and others. Many students were lucky enough to win these prizes
and pocky.
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and also other very nice prizes such as potato chips, chocolate

the Marist players. The teams

SPORTS

for the girls were Varsity, JV,
MSB and Alumni in which the

Due to the pandemic, the

Alumni?s won. The teams for

international schools has been
canceled to protect the
students. Nevertheless, Marist
has still had a great semester
with after school sport

the boys were Varsity, JVA, JVB
and Alumni where the Varsity
won.
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sports here in Japan among

Boys Bask et ball
The high school boys had their

activities.

basketball season this
semester. Their end of season
Volleyball

tournament was also played

The first sport that was played

against each other where

for both high school boys and

grade 10 boys won. But the

girls was volleyball. As

varsity basketball boys also

mentioned, there was no

had the opportunity to play

tournament for the players

against the senior boys in

against other schools,

which the grade 12 seniors

however, MAA hosted an end

won.

Photo taken by Tony

of season tournament for just
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Gir ls Soccer

Photo taken by MAA media department

The high school girls met every
Monday, Tuesday and
Thursday to play soccer
against each other and
practice their skills. December
12th was the end of season
tournament for the girls and
they had been divided into
three teams, the White,
Maroon and Gold, consisting of
girls from both middle and
high school. The tournament
resulted in a victory for the
Maroon, a second place for the
White and a third place for the
Gold.
Photo taken by Tony

7 QUESTIONS
Inspired by Vogue's 73 questions, we have devised a game for those interested to know how
well they know their teachers. We asked the seven burning questions which our teachers
kindly answered. Try to guess who they are. Good Luck!

Th e Qu est ion s
1. What is your favorite meal of the day?
2. What is your hidden talent?
3. What was your favorite subject in school?
4. Which sport do you consider underrated?
5. What Australian states can you name?
6. If you could travel back in time, where in history would you go?
7. Pineapple on pizza?
Person A

Person B

1. Dinner.

1. Dessert.

2. I passed the Japanese Proficiency Test

2. I am a national champion roller skater.

(Level 1).

3. P.E.

3. Math.

4. Rugby.

4. Gymnastics.

5. New South Wales, Queensland.

5. Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria,

6. I would love to go back to ancient Rome.

Tasmania, South Australia, Western
Australia, Northern Territory.

7. No, never.
Bonus: I hate cheese on hamburgers.

6. Within my lifetime, to the age of 10.
7. Yes
Person C

Person D

1. Dinner.

1. Dinner.

2. I can clap one handed.

2. I can twist my arm all the way around.

3. Sewing class.

3. Language Arts.

4. Tennis.

4. Swimming.

5. New South Wales, Queensland.

5. Queensland, New South Wales.

6. 2013. I would tell myself to invest in

6. I would want to go to the 80s in the U.S.

Bitcoin.
7. Not a big fan.

7. Absolutely not.
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Best whishes,
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