
Student Engagement During 
the 2020-21 School Year

Results from surveys 
of HMS and HHS Students and their parents 

in February 2021



Which school does your child 
attend?

351

315

6

Hamden High School

Hamden Middle School

Other

Parent Survey



In which model is your child 
currently learning?

343

329

Full distance learning (5 days per week
learning at home)

Hybrid (2-3 days per week in school, 2-3 days
per week at home)

Parent Survey



Parent level of agreement with each 
statement for the current school year:

75

153

167

114

43

153

250

177

339

300

85

222

138

50

111

158

154

202

151

216

38

79

304

76

59

75

16

21

85

15

I am satisfied with the amount my child is
learning

My child is having trouble staying engaged

Virtual instruction has improved from last spring

The school is making great efforts to provide
engaging learning experiences for my child

Expectations for students are too high

The district should provide more social/emotional
supports to students

Strongly Agree Agree Not Sure Disagree Strongly Disagree

Parent 
survey
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Don't like being on computers in hybrid
Use more apps (PearDeck/EdPuzzle/etc)

Cameras on
More rewards/virtual field trips

Less screen time
Teachers need to wear masks correctly

Have socially distant lunches
Pass/fail semesters

Be outside more
Teachers complain too much

Better work quality
Better technology/mics for teachers

More social time
More time for assignment

Breakout rooms/talking on Zoom awkward
Love distance learning

HHS Guidance can help more
Teachers should do more 1 on 1/reach out

Hard to pay attention
More breaks

Less Zoom
All more chat

Good job
Need more help

Show more empathy
Cameras off

Don't like distance learning
Lower expectations

Hard to learning through video
Go back to school

Grades are poor since DL
Care more about mental health

Too much stress
Tech problems

Less work
Bring back asynchronous days

What is 
the best
thing 
about 
at-home 
learning 
through 
Zoom?

Parent 
Survey
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131

Hard to understand teacher with masks
Class material moves too slow

Feels like a wasted year
Absences not being marked correctly

Guidance not helping
Lack of snow days

Group 1 has more days off than Group 2 @ HHS
No structure to the day

Teachers only teaching to the screen
Students acting lazy
Too much free time

Failing classes
Special needs students need more help

Mental health concerns
Not enough breaks

Students not comfortable asking questions
Hard on teachers

Day too long
No hands on experiences

Too much pressure
No supervision

Lack of movement
Everything

Nothing
No "normal" high school experience

Lack of teacher support
Falling behind academically
Lack of one on one support

Student feels isolated
Not in the classroom

Lack of teacher communication
Students not engaged

Less accountability
Need cameras on

Too much screen time
Teachers not engaged with students

Distractions
Technology issues

No social intereactions

Parent 
Survey

What is 
the 
worst
thing 
about 
at-home 
learning 
through 
Zoom?
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Record classes for later review
Go to block scheduling

Guidance shpuld help more
Better internet

Get more student input
Hold more sports

Use break rooms more
Separate teachers- distance learning and hybrid

More outside learning
Give more quality work

Bring back snow days
Keep hybrid

More movement/breaks
Be more understanding about technical problems

More live instruction
More small group projects/team building

Use more tech tools/apps
Lessen workload

Teachers be more engaged
Stricter standards

Bring back asynchronous day
More support for parents/students

Consistancy (don't end class early/stick to…
Offer afterschool programs/virtual field trips

More teacher one on one time
Things are going well/good job

Keep cameras on more
More interactive/group discussions

Nothing
Have better teacher communication

Back to school full time (especially special needs)

What ideas 
do you 
have for 
improving 
teaching 
and 
learning 
during this 
school 
year?

Parent 
Survey



Do you have reliable home 
Internet access?

652

20

Yes

No

Q7
Parent Survey



What else would you like us to know?
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0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45
Do better

Increase in student drug use
Students need to tell their story
More conference dates available

Bring back snow days
Cancel April break

No asynchronous day
No more snow days

More physical books
Address mental health concerns

Less stress on students
Secondary is doing better than elementary

Virtual study groups
More accountability for teachers

Back to full day
Teachers need to stay on curriculum

More low/no internet costs for families
Too much online

More engagement
Extra curriculars

More teacher communication
Go back to asynchronous Wednesdays

Teachers need to step up
More outreach from teachers

Great job HMS
Things are going well
More lenient grading

Doing a great job
Get kids back to school

Parent Survey



Which school do you attend?

2

389

453

Other

Hamden High School

Hamden Middle School

Student Survey



Are you learning fully at-home 
or in the hybrid model?

489

355

0 100 200 300 400 500 600

Full distance learning (5 days per week
learning at home)

Hybrid (2-3 days per week in school, 2-3
days per week at home)

Student Survey



What is your current grade 
level?

229

223

69

82

124

118

Grade 7

Grade 8

Grade 9

Grade 10

Grade 11

Grade 12

Student Survey



Students’ thoughts on current 
learning

7
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38

51

25
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28

The amount of work is too little

I am having trouble staying engaged

Virtual instruction has improved from last
spring (March-June 2020)

Most of my teachers try to provide engaging
learning experiences for me

 Expectations for students are too high

The school should provide more
social/emotional supports for students

Strongly Agree Agree Not Sure Disagree Strongly Disagree

Student Survey
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Don't like being on computers in hybrid
Use more apps (PearDeck/EdPuzzle/etc)

Cameras on
More rewards/virtual field trips

Less screen time
Teachers need to wear masks correctly

Have socially distant lunches
Pass/fail semesters

Be outside more
Teachers complain too much

Better work quality
Better technology/mics for teachers

More social time
More time for assignment

Breakout rooms/talking on Zoom awkward
Love distance learning

HHS Guidance can help more
Teachers should do more 1 on 1/reach out

Hard to pay attention
More breaks

Less Zoom
All more chat

Good job
Need more help

Show more empathy
Cameras off

Don't like distance learning
Lower expectations

Hard to learning through video
Go back to school

Grades are poor since DL
Care more about mental health

Too much stress
Tech problems

Less work
Bring back asynchronous days

What is 
the best
thing 
about 
at-home 
learning 
through 
Zoom?

Student 
Survey
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Don't like being on computers in hybrid
Use more apps (PearDeck/EdPuzzle/etc)

Cameras on
More rewards/virtual field trips

Less screen time
Teachers need to wear masks correctly

Have socially distant lunches
Pass/fail semesters

Be outside more
Teachers complain too much

Better work quality
Better technology/mics for teachers

More social time
More time for assignment

Breakout rooms/talking on Zoom awkward
Love distance learning

HHS Guidance can help more
Teachers should do more 1 on 1/reach out

Hard to pay attention
More breaks

Less Zoom
All more chat

Good job
Need more help

Show more empathy
Cameras off

Don't like distance learning
Lower expectations

Hard to learning through video
Go back to school

Grades are poor since DL
Care more about mental health

Too much stress
Tech problems

Less work
Bring back asynchronous days

What is 
the 
worst
thing 
about 
at-home 
learning 
through 
Zoom?

Student 
Survey
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Don't like being on computers in hybrid
Use more apps (PearDeck/EdPuzzle/etc)

Cameras on
More rewards/virtual field trips

Less screen time
Teachers need to wear masks correctly

Have socially distant lunches
Pass/fail semesters

Be outside more
Teachers complain too much

Better work quality
Better technology/mics for teachers

More social time
More time for assignment

Breakout rooms/talking on Zoom awkward
Love distance learning

HHS Guidance can help more
Teachers should do more 1 on 1/reach out

Hard to pay attention
More breaks

Less Zoom
All more chat

Good job
Need more help

Show more empathy
Cameras off

Don't like distance learning
Lower expectations

Hard to learning through video
Go back to school

Grades are poor since DL
Care more about mental health

Too much stress
Tech problems

Less work
Bring back asynchronous days

What ideas 
do you have 
for 
improving 
teaching 
and learning 
during this 
school 
year?

Student 
Survey



Student Engagement Survey

796

59

Yes

No

Do you have reliable home Internet access?

Student Survey
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Don't like being on computers in hybrid
Use more apps (PearDeck/EdPuzzle/etc)

Cameras on
More rewards/virtual field trips

Less screen time
Teachers need to wear masks correctly

Have socially distant lunches
Pass/fail semesters

Be outside more
Teachers complain too much

Better work quality
Better technology/mics for teachers

More social time
More time for assignment

Breakout rooms/talking on Zoom awkward
Love distance learning

HHS Guidance can help more
Teachers should do more 1 on 1/reach out

Hard to pay attention
More breaks

Less Zoom
All more chat

Good job
Need more help

Show more empathy
Cameras off

Don't like distance learning
Lower expectations

Hard to learning through video
Go back to school

Grades are poor since DL
Care more about mental health

Too much stress
Tech problems

Less work
Bring back asynchronous days

What 
else 
would 
you like 
us to 
know?

Student 
Survey
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