
Understanding the RIT score 

The charts in this brochure show status norms of 

RIT scores for grades K -11. You may use these 

charts to help determine if your student is perform-

ing at, above, or below grade level compared to stu-

dents across the nation. 

 

It is important to understand that the MAP test is 

one test at one point in time.  It does not measure 

intelligence or a student’s capacity for learning.  

When making important decisions about students, 

school staff will consider the MAP test results 

along with other data such as classroom perfor-

mance, other test scores, and input from parents and 

teachers. 
 

Growth over time 

We expect RIT scores to increase over time.  Typi-

cally, younger students show more growth in one 

year than older students.  Students who test above 

grade level often show less growth.  Sometimes 

RIT scores may decline from one test to the next.  

One low test score is not cause for immediate con-

cern.  Like adults, students have good and bad 

days and their test results do not always indicate 

what they know.  Students’ attitudes toward the 

test can also affect their score.  Therefore, growth 

over time is a better measure of student learning. 

Parents and guardians should become comfortable 

with the understanding that individuals will grow at 

different rates.   

Teachers and principals have participated in train-

ing to learn what the MAP test results mean and 

how to best utilize the results.  Our goal is for teach-

ers to use the data to differentiate and adjust instruc-

tion so that all students grow at levels appropriate 

for each individual. 

When are tests given? 

Fall: September/ October 

Spring: April/ May 

How are the tests given? 

 Under homeroom and test proctors supervision 

in a school setting 

 Adjusts to a student’s level so that each 

student an d individualized test 

What tests are given? 

 Mathematics 

 Reading 

 Language Arts 

Growth guideline charts 

The 2015 NWEA RIT Scale Norms Study provides status 

and growth norms for individual students as well as 

for schools on the three RIT scales: Reading, Lan-

guage Arts, and Mathematics. The study’s results are 

based on K-11 grade level samples. Each sample is 

comprised of 72,000 to 153,000 test records from 

approximately 1000 schools. These numbers vary by 

subject. These samples were drawn randomly from 

test record pools of up to 10.2 million students attend-

ing more than 23,500 public schools spread across 

6,000 districts in 49 states. Rigorous procedures were 

used to ensure that the norms were representative of 

the U.S. school-age population. 

  Norms 

    
Begin-Year 

  
Mid-Year 

  
End-Year 

Grade Mean  Mean  Mean  
 141.0 13.54 151.3 12.73 158.1 12.85 
 160.7 13.08 171.5 13.54 177.5 14.54 
 174.7 15.52 184.2 14.98 188.7 15.21 
 188.3 15.85 195.6 15.14 198.6 15.10 
 198.2 15.53 203.6 14.96 205.9 14.92 
 205.7 15.13 209.8 14.65 211.8 14.72 
 211.0 14.94 214.2 14.53 215.8 14.66 
 214.4 15.31 216.9 14.98 218.2 15.14 
 217.2 15.72 219.1 15.37 220.1 15.73 
 220.2 15.68 221.3 15.54 221.9 16.21 
 220.4 16.85 221.0 16.70 221.2 17.48 
 222.6 16.75 222.7 16.53 222.3 17.68 

  Norms 

    
Begin-Year 

  
Mid-Year 

  
End-Year 

Grade Mean  Mean  Mean  
 174.5 16.58 184.9 15.34 189.7 15.47 
 189.4 15.20 196.8 14.24 200.0 14.11 
 198.8 14.66 204.4 13.83 206.7 13.64 
 205.6 13.87 209.7 13.23 211.5 13.19 
 210.7 13.79 213.9 13.30 215.3 13.38 
 214.0 13.82 216.5 13.52 217.6 13.70 
 216.2 14.17 218.1 13.92 219.0 14.26 
 218.4 14.15 219.7 13.98 220.4 14.50 
 218.9 15.04 219.7 14.99 220.1 15.74 
 221.5 14.96 222.1 14.85 222.1 15.80 

  Norms 

    
Begin-Year 

  
Mid-Year 

  
End-Year 

Grade Mean  Mean  Mean  
 140.0 15.06 151.5 13.95 159.1 13.69 
 162.4 12.87 173.8 12.96 180.8 13.63 
 176.9 13.22 186.4 13.11 192.1 13.54 
 190.4 13.10 198.2 13.29 203.4 13.81 
 201.9 13.76 208.7 14.27 213.5 14.97 
 211.4 14.68 217.2 15.33 221.4 16.18 
 217.6 15.53 222.1 16.00 225.3 16.71 
 222.6 16.59 226.1 17.07 228.6 17.72 
 226.3 17.85 229.1 18.31 230.9 19.11 
 230.3 18.13 232.2 18.62 233.4 19.52 
 230.1 19.60 231.5 20.01 232.4 20.96 
 233.3 19.95 234.4 20.18 235.0 21.30 

* SD – is simply a measure of dispersion of scores around the mean value; the 

smaller the SD, the more compact the scores are around the mean. SDs are particu-

larly useful when comparing student-level norms and school-level norms and can 

help educators make a range of inferences. 


