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SJS First Annual Christmas Lights Display Contest

Farina-Mosca Family-Indoor Winner

The Caprio Family-Outdoor Winner

This year, the SJS Beagle started a new annual tradition: a Christmas lights/decor contest! The creativity was evident in all of the beautiful indoor and outdoor displays. Everyone worked so hard to get into the
Christmas spirit by using wreaths, lights, Christmas trees, inflatables, and
so much more to decorate their homes. While everyone did such a great
job, two SJS alumni picked two indoor displays and two outdoor displays
that stood out to them. Thank you to our judges, Anna Spillane '19 and
Arianna Mustafaj '19, for selecting their favorites. The outdoor display
winners were the Caprio Family and the Conlon Family. The two indoor
display winners were the Farina-Mosca family and the Patturelli Family.
Thank you to everyone who sent in a picture. All of the homes looked
great. Merry Christmas!

Ryan Spillane ‘22

Patturelli Family-Indoor Winner

The Beagle Staff

Conlon Family-Outdoor Winner
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Jesse Farina-Mosca ‘23
J.J. Flynn ‘21		
Scarlett Giannettino ‘23
Thomas Giordano ‘22
Natalie Hundt ‘23
Ryan Merhi ‘21
Caitlin McDonagh ‘23
Daniel McQuade ‘22
Timothy McQuade ‘23
Timothy Pandekakes ‘22 Luca Rivera ‘23
Marilin Samuelian‘21
Ryan Smith ‘23
Ryan Spillane ‘22
Kyle Terri ‘21
Evan Utano ‘23

Aurora Cierro ‘22
Brian Flynn ‘23
Andrew Giordano ‘22
Adam Merhi ‘22
Meghan McDonagh ‘24
Grace Murphy ‘24
Dylan Saladino ‘23
Kara Spillane ‘21
Joseph Troiano ‘22

Volume 1 Issue 2

Where to Buy Your Christmas Tree

December 2020

Westchester’s Winter Wonderland Review

Every Christmas, people have to decide where they want to purchase their Christmas tree. There are many different options in this area,
including Stew Leonard’s, Danny’s Christmas Trees, Home Depot, and
simply just chopping one down by yourself. The following chart shows
some of the upsides and the downsides of the different choices:

Are you and your family looking for a safe and fun way to kick
off the Christmas season? Westchester’s Winter Wonderland is the place
to do so! The new Winter Wonderland is a drive-through experience
that the whole family can enjoy! Previously, the Winter Wonderland had
rides, food, and a meet-and-greet with Santa, but due to the coronavirus
pandemic, we’ve had to do things differently. The new Winter Wonderland is a safe and fun way to start the Christmas season!
When you first enter the attraction, you are welcomed by a huge,
illuminated Winter Wonderland Arch. You can tune into their Christmas
music on your car radio. There are many beautiful light displays, like
flying doves and reindeer. You can also see lots of giant, illuminated
Christmas trees, too! Westchester’s Winter Wonderland has an immersive tunnel you can drive through with lots of Christmas colors lighting
up the tunnel. I suggest opening up your car's skylight for a really cool
feeling inside. You can also wave to characters like Elmo, reindeer, gingerbread men, and, of course, Santa!
This immersive experience is located at Kensico Dam Plaza
in Valhalla, New York. It takes around 25 minutes to enjoy this drivethrough experience. The Winter Wonderland is open every night from
Friday, November 27, 2020 to Sunday, January 3, 2021; the attraction is
closed, however, on December 14, Christmas Eve, and Christmas Day.
To get your tickets and to learn more about this spectacular light show,
visit www.wwinterwonderland.com.
I hope you and your family enjoy all that awaits at Westchester's
Winter Wonderland! Have a Merry Christmas!

The results indicate that Danny’s Christmas Trees offers the best
all-around tree-buying experience. It combines a quality product with
a hassle-free process that is enjoyable for the whole family. However,
individual results may vary and what is important to one family may not
be as critical to another. Therefore, the choice of the right Christmas tree
is yours to make.
Merry Christmas!

Saint Joseph School

Marilin Samuelian ‘21

Andrew Giordano '22

Looking Forward to 2021
We have many reasons to look forward to 2021. This year
has been horrible with the outbreak of the coronavirus affecting millions around the world. One thing we can look forward to in 2021 is a
Covid-19 (the scientific name for coronavirus) vaccine. They are working on the vaccine right now, and hopefully, in 2021, the vaccine will
be able to be mass-produced so if anyone gets the coronavirus, it would
be available to anyone who has enough money to get a vaccine. Hopefully, the vaccine doesn’t have major side effects, like nausea or another
illness.
Another thing we can look forward to in 2021 is the return of
sports. The NBA will start on December 22, 2020, but the majority of the
season will take place in 2021. We can look forward to another historic
season from Lebron James. We will see if the Lakers can win back-toback championships or if Zion Williamson can live up to his hype. Can
the Clippers come back from a disappointing post-season? Will the Miami Heat prove that they deserved to make the Finals? We will also have
the opportunity to see Stephen Curry and Kevin Durant come back from
major injuries. Steph broke his wrist and Kevin Durant tore his achilles.
Will they still be top players in the NBA, or will they have an injury that
will derail the rest of their careers? We will know at the end of the 2021
NBA season.

J.J. Flynn ‘21 and Kyle Terri '21

New Year’s Resolutions
A New Year’s resolution is a tradition in which someone decides
to change something in their life or to achieve a goal they might have.
The tradition of making a New Year's resolution started with the ancient
Babylonians about 4,000 years ago. The Babylonians were also the first
people to celebrate the new year. Some of the most common New Year's
resolutions are to exercise more, save money, eat healthier, lose weight,
get more sleep, stick to a budget, travel more, and to learn a new skill.
By making a New Year's resolution, you make a promise to do whatever
you chose as soon as the new year starts. Not all New Year's resolutions
have to be physical. You can make a New Year's resolution to work on
spiritual growth. You can choose to make sure that you are more relaxed
in the new year or to remind yourself to stay in the moment. You can
make a New Year's resolution to be nicer to one of your family members
or to do more chores to help out your family. The best thing that you can
do is try to keep that promise until next year, when you can make another
New Year's resolution.

Kara Spillane '21

When New Year’s Eve rolls around, people start to think about
making their resolutions. Unfortunately, most people don’t stick to them
past January 31! 2020 was especially challenging for all of us, so we
should go a bit easier on ourselves when we make our resolutions this
year. Here are some tips on how to make our resolutions last longer.
Setting some limits on the resolution may help. For example, instead
of saying that you will give up eating chocolate altogether, maybe say
that you will eat chocolate only on weekends or at celebrations. Instead
of saying you want to exercise every day or get above a 90% on every
exam, you can say that you will exercise twice a week and make sure to
try your very best on any test you take. Finally, you can limit the number of resolutions you make for yourself. Instead of 25 small resolutions,
you can maybe make five important ones. Hopefully, by setting these
limits, you will find it easier to stick to your resolutions this year. In the
end, go easy on yourself, and let’s hope for a brighter 2021!
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Celebrating Christmas Around the World
America has many traditions during Christmas. We all leave milk
and cookies for Santa, and he leaves us presents under the tree if we're
nice. Many countries have different traditions; they call Santa by a different name and some countries don’t really celebrate Christmas. Here
are different Christmas traditions around the world.
In Mexico, it is a full month of celebrations and piñata smashing. They sing Christmas carols in Spanish, perform live nativity scenes,
dance, and shoot fireworks. The Mexican people call Santa "Papa Noel."
In Canada, they decorate a Christmas tree and exchange gifts (like we
do). They have a special meal that includes roast turkey, vegetables,
mashed potatoes, and gravy. They attend Midnight Mass and hope Santa
leaves gifts. Canadians call Santa "Pere Noel." People in the United
Kingdom usually say "Happy Christmas" instead of "Merry Christmas"
and they celebrate by eating a full English breakfast and feasting on turkey during the day. They call Santa "Father Christmas."
In Africa, they go to Church, perform nativity scenes, and they go
caroling, singing Christmas songs door to door. Some countries in Africa
don’t believe that Santa Claus, or “Sinterklaas,” or “Father Christmas.”
Christmas customs in the Philippines are a mixture of Western and native
Filipino traditions. Filipinos start celebrating Christmas in September.
Their early Masses held before Christmas are called the “Misa de Gallo”
or “Simbang Gabi” which means “Night Mass.” Filipinos try to attend
late night Mass or Mass in the early morning for all nine days before
Christmas. They believe attending all nine Masses will grant you a wish.
In France, children open Advent calendars like in many other countries
during the month of December, leading up to Christmas. The French call
Santa “Pere Noel.”
The Italian people believe in Santa and call him “Babbo Natale.”
During Christmas, Italians cannot eat meat so they usually eat seven
fishes to represent the seven sacraments. They usually eat panettone or
“sweet bread,” which is said to have been very expensive to make. Families usually attend Midnight Mass on Christmas, and the Pope celebrates
Midnight Mass from the Vatican. On January 6, Italy celebrates the
Feast of the Epiphany. The Italians believe the Epiphany is like “little
Christmas,” and an old lady named La Befana comes to children’s houses, leaving small gifts for them. People decorate their homes and “Buon
Natale” is how you say “Merry Christmas” in Italian.
Thailand doesn't really celebrate Christmas as a traditional
holiday, but it is a very good place to visit during the festive season.
Thailand is 85% Buddhist and Christians make up less than 1% of the
population. Bangkok, the capital of Thailand, is decorated with lights
and Christmas decorations while the others cities recreate the magic
of Christmas in their own way. There are a few Christian churches in
Bangkok and they are built to look like a Thai temple, but there is a big
cross on top of the roof instead of a Bubbha statue. The Holy Redeemer
Church in Bangkok has Masses in Thai and English and holds Masses on
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.
Whatever Christmas traditions you and your family follow, have
a Merry Christmas!

Many countries celebrate Christmas around the world differently, but everyone shares an equal amount of love and excitement for the
holiday.
In Austria, the Christmas holiday is an important tradition, as
its neighboring country, Germany, was where it all began. About a
month before Christmas, Austrians construct their own Christkindlmarkt
(Christmas market), and sell decorations, food, and the holiday delicacy,
glühwein, which is mulled wine.
A very large Evergreen tree is placed in the Town Square and
decorated with gold and silver ornaments and stars made from straw.
The tree lights up at four o’clock in the afternoon on Christmas Eve, and
thousands of the townspeople gather together and sing Austrian carols.
The most famous is Stille Nacht (Silent Night), originally written in the
country centuries ago.
On Christmas Eve, families decorate a tree after the kids go to
sleep. The decorations usually consist of candles, sparklers, and a variety of sweets for the children. The children believe that Christkind
(newborn Jesus) will go around to each house decorating the empty trees
and leaving presents for all the kids when they wake up in the morning.
Some children will also be greeted by Saint Nicholas on December 6, to
receive an early gift. For the naughty children, The Krampus, which is
a large horned monster, will visit them in place of St. Nick. I think our
tradition of coal seems more appealing!
On Christmas day, the main course for dinner is the Gebackener
Karpfen (fried carp). This is eaten because the early Christians believed
that Christmas was a day of fasting, excluding meat from the day overall.
However, in the past few years, roasted duck and turkey have become
much more popular than the average Gebackener Karpfen. Sounds like a
wonderful alternative!
Christmas festivities in Ecuador begin early in the month of
December. There are a mix of religious, civic and personal celebrations. There are many religious Masses and parades that recall Mary
and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem. On December 24, the streets fill
with crowds waiting to watch the day long parade. They have floats that
illustrate religious themes with musicians, dancers and farm animals.
The finale is a float that carries the Niño Viajero (Baby Jesus). The Niño
is then carried to the Cathedral for religious services to honor the birth of
Jesus.
On Christmas Eve, after all the outdoor festivities, families have
their traditional meal consisting of stuffed turkey, grapes and raisins, rice
with cheese and wine for the adults. Christmas trees are not a tradition in Ecuadorian homes, however, town trees are decorated and lit up
during the parades. And, on Christmas Day, families exchange gifts and
feast on Hornado de Chanco (roasted pork). It is a joyous day that is
celebrated with close friends and family.

Christmas Dessert Survey

Dalton Danza ‘21

I conducted a survey to see which Christmas desserts my friends
and family liked best. Sugar cookies, hot chocolate, candy canes, figgy
pudding, chocolate cake, peppermint bark, and gingerbread cookies/
houses are popular Christmas desserts that we love to eat during the holidays.
			
Christmas Desserts Survey Results:

Evan Utano ’23

The Reason for the Season
We have many different decorations for Christmas that we use
every year. Some of these include the Christmas tree and the wreath. Do
you know the meaning behind them? Well, here is the meaning of these
two popular decorations during the Christmas season:

Gingerbread Cookies - 3
Sugar Cookies - 2
Candy Canes - 0
Hot Chocolate - 2
Chocolate Cake - 4
Figgy Pudding - 0
Peppermint Bark - 4

Christmas tree - The Christmas tree, a popular decorated evergreen tree,
was actually a symbol for life with God for eternity.
Wreath - The wreath, a famous decoration found on many people’s
doors and houses, is actually a symbol of God going on forever, with no
starting point and no ending point.

Thank you to everyone who participated in the survey! As you
can see by the chart, chocolate cake and peppermint bark are tied for first
place. Gingerbread cookies are in second place and sugar cookies and
hot chocolate are in third place. No one I surveyed liked figgy pudding
or candy canes.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to the SJS family!

Ryan Merhi '21

Caitlin McDonagh '23
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The Bronx Zoo Light Show is a marvelous scene of lit up animal
shapes and animal lanterns. The beginning of the walk has a few lit up
animal shapes. Some of them move by different lights flashing at the
correct moments! There are all different animals like crocodiles, frogs,
and rams. As you walk up a hill to the middle of the zoo, you start to see
some animal lanterns. There is a big tree lit up with different animal animations. All the lights on the tree flash to animate the different animals!
There were two dancers dressed up as reindeers and one dancer dressed
up as a peacock. They were dancing to Christmas music in front of the
tree. There are different areas of the zoo that represent different continents, each showing the animals that could be found in that continent.
My favorite was Africa because they had beautiful parrot lanterns. In
the food court, there is a Dancing Crane Cafe with crane animal lanterns.
Near the carousel, there are people who carve animals out of ice. There
are many things to do and see at the Bronx Zoo Light Show. I highly
recommend it.

Saint Joseph School

SJS Family Holiday Zoom Dance Party

The Mothers’ Club of St. Joseph School is organizing the first
ever kids social Zoom event. On Friday, December 18, grades Pre-K
through 2nd will participate in a SJS Family Zoom Dance Party. Melissa
Stylianou of Sounds Good Westchester will be joining them. I’m sure
my little brother Roman, who is in Pre-K, and all the kids will have a
great time! Thank you to the Mothers’ Club for always coming up with
great ideas!

Luca Rivera ‘23

Advent Wreath-Making
The Advent season 2020 is upon us. Obviously, due to the
Covid-19 pandemic, some traditions here at St. Joseph School have
changed. One of the main traditions is the assembling of the Advent
wreath.
Normally, the St. Joseph’s community gathers at the Parish
Center to assemble the wreath. The wreaths are also blessed. This year,
we were not able to go to the Parish Center because of the coronavirus.
Instead, we assembled the Advent wreaths at our homes.
This was made possible by Mrs. Flynn, who is the Mothers’
Club President, picked up all the Advent wreaths at the church. Fr. Peter
blessed the wreaths and said a prayer while the wreaths were in her car,
so that they were socially-distanced. Families were later able to pick up
the wreath making supplies (leaves, twigs, candles, etc.)
“We are looking forward to next year when we can assemble
them together,” said Mrs. Flynn. Covid-19 will not stop Advent from
coming this year. We can still celebrate this time of year in a different
way.

Meghan McDonagh '24

Grace Murphy ‘24

The 1.17 Minecraft Update
In the summer of 2021, the newest Minecraft update, The Caves
and Cliffs update, is being released to all of the eager Minecraft fans
awaiting its arrival. Players have been waiting for this addition to Minecraft since its creation. This is because the caves in a game all about
mining are all the same, which makes mining very dull for the player. In
this new update, the creators of the game decided to change the boring
caves to include new, unique experiences in each one. This is why so
many Minecraft players are awaiting this game-changing update in 2021.
Adam Merhi ‘22

Review: Fortnite Chapter 2 Season 5
Top 10 Most Popular Kids Toys of the 2020
Holiday Season

I will be doing a review on the new season - Chapter 2 Season 5.
I love this season because the map is original and they have more than
one game mode. In case you didn't know, the game modes are solos,
duos, trios, squads, team rumbles, creative, battle labs, party royal arena
solos, arena duos and arena trios.
In the new season, there is one boss with two mythics, a sniper
and a jetpack that, unlike all the other jetpacks, requires no fuel. You
can also sand tunnel when under the sand, and the jetpack will boost
your speed. It has exotic weapons such as storm scout which tells you
where the storm circle will be next. There's also gold which is used to
buy exotic weapons and hire bounty hunters. You can get gold by getting
a bounty which is usually a person you have to defeat, and you gain 70
gold from that.
There is no secret skin this season which is kind of unfair because
you now have to pay to unlock items. Last season, the secret skin was
Wolverine and it was included in the Battle Pass. You were also able to
do quests to get him and unlock items.
Chapter 2 Season 5 of Fortnite is better than last season of Fortnite for the reasons as stated above.

There are many great new toys that kids will be asking for this
Christmas. Because of the pandemic, electronic toys and games are the
way to go this year. Here are the top ten list of toys many kids will want:
1) Nintendo Switch
2) Xbox Series X
3) Play Station 5
4) Nintendo Lab Robot Kit
5) The Floor is Lava board game
6) Baby Yoda stuffed toy
7) Air Pods
8) Disney Plus Subscription
9) Gift cards
10)Apple watch
I am personally hoping to get an Xbox Series X this year for
Christmas. Are any of these popular gifts on your list, too? No matter
what you get this year, I hope everyone has a Merry Christmas!

Jesse Farina-Mosca '23
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Recap & Review: Christmas Chronicles 2
It has been two years since Kate and Teddy Pierce’s fun adventure with Santa Claus. In this film, Kate is now bummed because her
mom has a boyfriend who has a son named Jack. Her mom’s boyfriend
Bob takes them all to Mexico to celebrate Christmas. While Teddy
seems to be having fun, Kate is unhappy because nothing is the same
anymore. She decides to get away from everything and she and Jack
meet an evil elf named Belsnickel. They are unexpectedly transported to
the North Pole through a portal Belsnickel creates.
Kate and Jack are discovered in the North Pole and saved by
Santa Claus who brings them back to his house. The Clauses give the
kids a grand tour of their village and all it has to offer. The four of them
go back to the house for dinner. When Jack and Kate go to bed, Mrs.
Claus tells the kids the origin story of Santa in Turkey and how he saved
the forest elves from extinction. The Clauses adopted one of the elves,
Belsnickel. As he grew up and they had less time for him, he became
naughty, transformed into a human, and ran away.
That night, Belsnickel and his follower Speck attempt to destroy
the village. Belsnickel releases Jola, a yule cat, into the reindeer pen,
injuring Dasher. Belsnickel releases a potion into the village that causes
the elves to go insane. He steals the star on top of the Christmas tree.
Santa and the others confront him. Santa attempts to take the star back
and in the struggle it disappears, causing the power to go out in the village. The elves start a snowball fight.
Santa and Kate leave for Turkey in order to get the forest elves
led by Hakan to build a new star. Jack leaves the house to get a root to
cure the crazed elves while Mrs. Claus stays behind to tend to Dasher.
Kate and Santa find the elves who build a casing for a new star and Santa
captures the power of the Star of Bethlehem inside it.
While Santa and Kate fly back to the village, Belsnickel catches
up to them on a sleigh pulled by his jackalopes which he created, steals
the star, and transports them back in time to 1990 Boston. There, Kate
attempts to buy AAA batteries for Belsnickel's device, which she and
Santa now possess, at the Boston airport to transport her and Santa back
to the future. However, she is detained by an airport security member.
Another kid helps her escape and she later realizes the kid is her father
Doug. With help from a worker named Grace, Santa gets everybody
singing a Christmas song as the weather clears up. With Christmas spirit
high, Santa puts the batteries in and they transport back and recover the
star.
Back at Santa's village, Jack returns with the root and Mrs. Claus
makes a powder from it. Jack fights his way to the snow cannons, places the powder inside, and shoots it onto the elves, curing them. Santa
and Kate race back to the village evading Belsnickel as he chases them.
Dasher recovers and, along with Santa, defeats Jola. Kate places the star
on top of the tree, restoring power to the village. Santa gives Belsnickel the first toy they built together and Belsnickel transforms back into
an elf. Santa flies Kate and Jack back to Cancún where they inform an
excited Teddy about their adventure, and Kate becomes more accepting
of Bob.
To say this is an action packed film is an UNDERSTATEMENT!!
The movie has your attention from beginning to end with non stop
action, singing, comedy and adventure. I find this to be one of the best
Christmas movies! If you have time over Christmas break, I recommend
watching both Christmas Chronicles and Christmas Chronicles 2. Make
sure you have enough popcorn!

Santa Claus Around the World
Everyone knows who Santa Claus is, right? He's the big man
who brings you all your Christmas presents on Christmas! You know,
his real name is Saint Nicholas, and his feast day is Sunday, December
6. He is the Patron Saint of sailors, children, and wolves. The original
story of Santa tells us that after hand-washing their clothes, the girls of
one family hung them out to dry. At night, Saint Nicholas took handfuls
of gold coins and put them in each of their six stockings. Soon, he became known Santa Claus, but not everyone calls him that. Here are nine
names that people from different countries call him:
English - Santa Claus
American - English - Kris Kringle
French - Pére Noël
Spanish - Papa Noel
German - Weihnachtsmann (Christmas Man)
Italian - Babbo Natale
Portuguese - Papai Noel
Russian - ДeД Mopoз (Ded Moroz or Father Christmas)
Polish - Święty Mikołaj (Saint Nicholas)
The same thing applies to the tradition of Santa Claus. Some
countries even celebrate Christmas on New Year's Day! Here is a list of
seven different Christmas traditions regarding Santa Claus:
America - People in America leave out milk and cookies for Santa.

Dylan Saladino '23

France - People in France leave out carrots for the reindeer and biscuits
for Santa in their shoes.
Spain - People in Spain have a different tradition called Los Reyes Magos or Three Wise Men who bring children their gifts on January 6.
Germany - People in Germany leave out personalized letters for Santa
to read.
Italy - People in Italy leave out panettone (sweet bread).
Poland - People in Poland leave out straw or hay under a white table
cloth.
Russia - The people in Russia have Santa Claus bring them gifts on New
Year's. They even have his granddaughter (the snow maiden) help him!
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In conclusion, I think every name and tradition is amazing! Hope
everyone has a Merry Christmas!

Madison Chartier '24
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During the coronavirus pandemic, we have all been waiting for a
vaccine to end this madness. Different scientists have been studying the
virus, what can stop it, and have started coming out with vaccines. AstraZeneca, Moderna, and Pfizer have all run clinical trials with effectiveness
rates varying from 70-95%, with AstraZeneca’s being least effective with
70% and Pfizer’s with 95%. Falling right in between is Moderna with a
94% effectiveness rate.
Moderna, a Massachusetts-based biotech firm, released updated
results from its late-stage clinical trial on Monday. The data so far show
its vaccine is 94.1% effective in preventing COVID-19. AstraZeneca and
the University of Oxford announced their early trial results last week,
which show their vaccine to be 70% effective on average. The week prior,
Pfizer and BioNTech announced their vaccine had a 95% efficacy rate.
The Food and Drug Administration has said any coronavirus shot must
be at least 50% effective to get authorization. Most experts had hoped
for 70% efficacy or higher. Not all vaccines are equally effective. Some,
like the seasonal flu vaccine, hover below 60%. Others, like the polio
vaccine, are almost 100% effective.
All three of the leading vaccines require two shots. Pfizer’s doses
are given three weeks apart, while Moderna and AstraZeneca's are administered at least a month apart. Many other vaccines, including the one
that protects against measles, also require back-to-back doses to be most
effective. Two doses of the MMR (measles, mumps, rubella) vaccine are
97% effective at protecting someone from measles, whereas a single dose
is 93% effective. Other coronavirus vaccine candidates still in trials are
likely to require two shots as well. Novavax's phase 3 trial is testing two
shots given three weeks apart. Johnson & Johnson, meanwhile, is testing
both a single-dose and a two-dose vaccine in simultaneous phase 3 trials.
That is most of what we know about coronavirus vaccines as of
right now. All we can do for now is go out less and keep your mask on.
Avoid contact with others, and don't go out if you feel sick or ill in any
way possible. We must stay safe and maintain a safe environment for one
another until a vaccine can keep us safe.

Covid Cocktail

Saint Joseph School

Regeneron is a biotechnology company that makes medicine for
people with serious diseases. My Aunt Teresa and her friend, Christen,
have both worked for Regeneron for over 10 years. Their company has
worked very hard during the pandemic to help find treatments. They recently received FDA (Food and Drug Administration) approval for their
COVID-19 treatment.
Q: What is Regeneron’s COVID-19 antibody cocktail?
Christen: It is a mixture of two monoclonal antibodies, casirivimab and
imdevimab, that both bind to the spike protein, a protein on the surface
of the SARS-CoV2 virus, the virus that causes COVID-19.
Q: How was it made?
Christen: Many different groups across the company were involved in
the creation with the use of our special VelocImmune Mice. These mice
are very special because they make human antibodies just like the ones
we have instead of the regular mouse antibodies.
Q: How long did it take to make?
Christen: It took 70 days from start to finish to make this antibody cocktail, which is even faster than how long it took for our Ebola cocktail
REGN-EB3, Inmazeb, which was the current industry record before and
was approved by the FDA in October.
Q: How was it tested?
Christen: Regeneron is currently running three different trials for the
COVID-19 antibody cocktail. All of which are designed to give further
information on the antibody cocktail.

Q: How can you get it?
Christen: The FDA has approved with the EUA (Emergency Use Authorization), the antibody cocktail to be administered together for the
treatment of mild to moderate COVID-19 in adults and children who are
Aurora Cierro ‘22 12 years old or older, who weigh 88 pounds or above, who have positive
results of SARS-COV2 viral tests and who are at high risk for progressing to severe COVID-19.
Q: What does it do?
Teresa: The cocktail doesn't let the virus bind to healthy cells and infect
them and hide from our body's immune system. By blocking this, our
body can fight the virus and make us better.
Q: What did everyone think when President Donald Trump took it?
Teresa: We were very excited to see that after months of hard work, we
were able to make a difference in someone’s life, especially the President
of the United States!
Q: Is Regeneron working on a vaccine?
Teresa: Regeneron is not working on a vaccine. We currently have the
antibody cocktail, which is part of our COVID-19 mechanism of treatment.

Christmas in Bronxville / New York City

Q: What do you think about all the vaccines being made?
Teresa: There are a great deal of pros and cons with any vaccine, as well
as many complexities that go into creating them. Sometimes viruses
change rapidly, changing the state and structure of a particular virus. A
vaccine is designed to treat a specific virus based on those characteristics. For example, we have a constant turnaround with flu vaccines each
year. They’re formulated each year in hopes that the virus still holds
some of its previous characteristics and makeup. In all, we anticipate that
vaccines will be effective based on the makeup of that virus. But, if a
mutation occurs, this can change the effectiveness the vaccine has on its
host. We remain optimistic that the COVID-19 vaccine will be as successful as previously developed drugs. However, it still requires a great
deal of trials to confirm this drug’s effectiveness.

Christmas celebrations are still happening throughout New York
despite the present circumstances. The Rockefeller Christmas Tree Lighting was held on December 2 in New York City. Not many people were
able to see the tree lighting in person, but you could see it on television.
Many acts performed before the tree lighting. One of the acts were the
Rockettes, who danced, but wore masks. If you want to see the tree up
close in person, you need to make a reservation and, even then, you are
able to see the tree for just five minutes.
In Bronxville, there is a schedule of town events to celebrate
Christmas. Light up the Town was on December 3. At 6 P.M., they lit
up the Bronxville trees. One of the Christmas trees near the train station
was covered in rainbow lights. At 6:30 P.M., they lit up the lights around
the stores. Around 6:50 P.M., there were carolers. The carolers gave an
amazing performance, while wearing Santa hats or reindeer headbands.
Some stores were open late that night and had Christmas decorations up.
Pete’s and Underhills had small trees set up with their decorations. There
were not many people at this event, but it was still great. Finally there
was Holiday Family Fun Around Town on December 12, and on December 13, there was Santa’s Surprise Visit. This December will be full of
activities to celebrate Christmas even though there is a virus.

Q: Will all this work help us go back to normal?
Teresa: The treatments and vaccines will help prepare us for getting back
to “normal.” The virus is still so new to us, so we are constantly studying
how to best understand it. We remain hopeful that with all the wonderful
treatments becoming available, we will continue to get closer to how
things used to be.

Luca Rivera ‘23

Natalie Hundt '23
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This college football season has been very crazy, but that doesn't
mean it hasn’t been exciting! As the season comes to an end, there are
only four teams that go to the playoffs. To make the playoffs, each team
has to play against some good teams and they have to have a really good
record. The top four teams right now are:
1. Alabama Crimson Tide in 1st place
2. Notre Dame Fighting Irish in 2nd place
3. Clemson Tigers in 3rd place
4. Ohio State Buckeyes in 4th place
Alabama is a very good team with some very good players. Their
quarterback Mac Jones is in the running for the 2020 Heisman. Jones
has some amazing receivers like Jaylen Waddle and Henry Ruggs. This
team almost has a guaranteed spot because of their amazing roster.
The next team, my personal favorite, Notre Dame, had an amazing season with QB Ian Book. When Notre Dame beat the Syracuse
Orange on December 5, Book passed the school record with most games
won by a starter with 30 games won. Notre Dame has some great receivers just like Alabama. In addition to Ian Book, there is another big
star of the show, Notre Dame’s starting sophomore running back Kyren
Williams. Williams has the speed of a cheetah. He had the sixth most
rushing yards in the NCAAF with 1,011 yards. The main reason Notre
Dame is going to the playoffs is because they upset Clemson on November 7 when it went into 2 OT. Notre Dame won that game and is 9-0
going to the playoffs.
Clemson, a very good team, is probably going to the playoffs, but
there is one thing that could stop them. December 19 is the ACC finals
which will be Notre Dame vs Clemson. If Notre Dame wins, they will
most likely knock out Clemson from the top 4 so Clemson might not
make the playoffs. If Notre Dame loses, they still might make it because
they are 9-0 and Clemson is 8-1. When they last played against each
other, Clemson’s starting QB Trevor Lawrence (most likely the Heisman
winner) was sick with Covid-19 so he couldn’t play. They used their
2nd string QB DJ Uiagalelei. I would definitely watch the game on the
December 19, if I were you.
Last but not least, we have the Ohio State Buckeyes. They have
the biggest problem out of the four teams. Teams must play six games
to make the playoffs, but, as I write this article, they are 5-0. They are
hoping for the game against Michigan. If they win, that will get them
into the playoffs. Their QB Justin Fields isn't just any QB, he is the 2nd
Heisman look and he knows how to run, for sure. He has an amazing
arm and speed.
There are also two other teams that I would like to acknowledge.
They are the Cincinnati Bearcats and the Florida Gators. If one of the
first 4 teams I mentioned somehow manages to mess up their season,
these two teams have a shot at the college football playoffs in 2020. In
conclusion, 2020 was an amazing season for college football despite
Covid.

NCAA Basketball

Saint Joseph School

So far in the 2020-21 NCAA basketball season there have been
lots of teams doing well despite early projections. Some teams that
were expected to do well actually are not doing well. For example, in
the ACC, Virginia Tech has a comfortable 4-1 record and is ranked 15th
in the nation. This is mostly because of their win against Villanova. On
the other hand, Duke is 2-2 with two big losses against Michigan State
and Illinois. UNC has had a good start with a 3-2 record, but they may
not have a good season because their wins have come against three bad
teams. We personally think the conference title will go to either Duke
or Virginia Tech. If Virginia Tech wins, we think they are seeding in the
tournament, and will be a 4-7 seed. If Duke wins, we think their seeding
will be between 2 and 4. In the SEC, Kentucky has been having a horrible season so far, and they were projected to do very well. We think they
will be 19-9 this season and lose to either Tennessee or Florida in the
conference final. Both of these teams are very good this year. In the Big
10, Iowa is simply dominant. They are nationally ranked third, and their
star player is Luke Garza. He is averaging 29 points and 10 rebounds. As
of now, Iowa is definitely going to be a number one seed in the tournament.
The Big 12 has a lot of good teams in it such as Kansas and
Baylor. In the Big 12, Kansas and Baylor run the story, but there might
be some sleepers like Texas Tech and Oklahoma. While these teams have
a good chance of doing damage, I believe that Kansas vs. Baylor will be
the Big 12 Championship with Baylor winning a close one.
There are many good teams in the PAC 12. The two best teams
lately have been UCLA and Arizona but Stanford with star Bryce Wills
from Iona Prep, and, of course, USC could make a push. I think UCLA
will wind up winning the PAC 12.
The two best teams in the Big East as of late are Villanova and
Marquette. They are two of the best teams in the country; but watch out
for Seton Hall, Creighton and Georgetown to make a huge push. It is really tough to pick who will play in the game, but I would pick Jay Wright
and Villanova to win it.
In the end, it should be a great season to watch in college basketball despite the fact that we have a pandemic on our hands.
Jack Cappelleri ‘23 and Daniel McQuade ‘22

Christmas Crossword

Brian Flynn, 23

Across
1. one of the kings’ gifts
4. sing this
6. the reason for the season
8. bring presents to Jesus
11. you decorate this with ornaments
7

Down
2. red nose
3. hang them over the fireplace
5. they pull Santa’s sleigh
7. red suit
10. Santa’s helpers
Thomas Giordano ‘22
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NBA 2021 Preview
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Mid-Season NFL Status

This upcoming NBA season will be better than the last which
was greatly affected by the coronavirus pandemic. In early March, the
season stopped as more people around the country became infected with
the coronavirus, but by July, the season resumed. NBA teams entered the
2020 NBA Bubble to stay safe and continue playing. The NBA Bubble
acted to establish a quarantine for players, coaches, referees, and other
required workers. The players in the NBA were not allowed to see their
friends or family because of the coronavirus. Even though fans were not
allowed, they could still watch the games live from home.
Opening night of the 2020-2021 NBA season is said to be on
December 22 and two games will be played to start the season. The
Golden State Warriors will play the Brooklyn Nets and the Clippers will
go up against the Lakers, who were the 2020 Champions. Kevin Durant,
who used to play for the Warriors, is now on the Nets, so it will be both
an intense and exciting game to watch. The Clippers and the Lakers are
both from the same city, Los Angeles, so it will be a very competitive
game to see who truly is the best team in the city. Even though the Lakers won the Championship last season, the Clippers still have a chance.
The Clippers could find a strategy to use against the Lakers and possibly
double-team LeBron James, one of the greatest basketball players in the
history of the NBA.
The Brooklyn Nets recently hired Steve Nash as their coach.
Steve Nash is in the NBA Hall of Fame as he played 18 seasons in the
league and even won MVP twice. Due to his experience, Steve Nash
will likely be a great coach. Since he used to be a player himself, he
could teach the players what he knows about training to become a better
basketball player.
The 2020 NBA Draft, which was in November, was a great
way to get fans excited for this upcoming season. The eighth pick, Obi
Toppin, was drafted by the New York Knicks. Six-foot-nine Toppin
was born in Brooklyn and, in fact, attended high school in Westchester
County. The night of the draft, Toppin cried tears of joy because he is
back in his hometown. Obi Toppin is an inspiration to many young kids,
especially in Westchester!
NBA fans might be able to attend some games depending on
which teams allow fans in their arenas. However, as of right now, it is
uncertain what will happen as the coronavirus is unpredictable. Some
teams do not want fans in attendance because if social distancing rules
are not followed, it could be a hazard. Fans have not been able to go to
any NBA games since last season.
Fans, players, and coaches are hoping that this NBA season will
go smoothly. Although we are living in uncertain times, the NBA teams
seem to be hopeful that this will be a fun and competitive season!

Throughout 13 weeks of the NFL season, there were many ups
and downs. I will tell you the best teams from each division so you get
an understanding of this season.
AFC EAST
The best team in this division is the Buffalo Bills, and their
Quarterback Josh Allen has been having an amazing year. The Miami
Dolphins have an underdog season this year. The leading cornerback in
interceptions is Xavien Howard with 9 picks for the fins. The Patriots
season is mediocre without the star Tom Brady at QB. The Jets are just
tanking for the Clemson start Trevor Lawrence.
AFC WEST
The Chiefs are the best in this division and the entire NFL are
the Kansas City Chiefs. The Raiders are having a solid run for the Wild
Card. A key player is their rookie receiver out of Alabama with a 46yard walk-off touchdown against the New York Jets. Both the Chargers
and Broncos are eliminated from the playoffs.
AFC North
Personally, I think the best team in the division is the Cleveland
Browns. The Steelers were 11-0, but then had a huge 23-17 loss against
the Washington Football Team. The Ravens came off a huge dub against
the Cowboys. The Bengals' rookie Quarterback out of defending champions LSU Tigers is out for the remainder of the season due to a hit by
rookie Chase Young who was drafted after Joey B as the second pick.
AFC SOUTH
This is a race to the playoffs between two solid teams: the Titans
and the Colts. I think the Titans have the better team because they have
the weapon Derrick Henry who brought them to the conference finals.
The Colts' best player is Lineman Quinten Nelson who is top 3 in the
league at his position. The Jags and Texans are both having very bad
seasons compared to last year.
NFC EAST
The Giants and Football Team are tied, but the Big Blue beat
Washington both times which puts them up front. Overall every team is
having a down year in this division.

Ryan Smith '23

NFC West
This is a pretty good division with upgrades for three of the teams
and a slight downgrade for the 49ers. The Seahawks came off a bad loss
to the New York Giants. The Rams have a very good Defensive End
Aaron Donald. The Cardinals have a big game against the New York
Giants.
NFC North
The Packers are a top team in the league who just could not be
stopped. The rest of the division just falls down as the Vikings, Lions,
and Bears are all having very bad years.
NFC South
This is a very interesting division where the Saints are, as always,
dominant, but the biggest surprise is the Buccs have a winning record
or you can call them "the 2016 Patriots". The Falcons and Panthers had
many horrible games and lost some comeback games.
This is what has happened in the NFL in the first 13 weeks of
football.							
								Joe Troiano '22
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