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NW principals among top 1 p'ercent

By JEAN BIHN
STAFF WRITER

The top 1 percent of
principals in the state — at
least according to one or-
ganization — includes three
principals from the North-
west Valley.

AZ LEADS?, a coalition
of education and business
leaders, inducted 17 school
leaders into its Circle of
Honor earlier this week.

Administrators from
three Glendale schools, an
elementary. school, high
school and charter school,
were chosen, illustrative of
the group’s goal to support
principals in all school set-
tings in their efforts to im-
prove student achieve-
ment. :

State Superintendent
Tom Horne initiated AZ
LEADS?, which stands for
Arizona Leaders in Educa-
tion for the Advancement
and Development of Stu-
dent and School Success.
The “3” signifies three ar-
eas of concentration: stu-
dents, schools, and suc-
cess.

The organization plans
to collaborate on training
and support for pre-school

State education officials last
week announced Randy Coen,
principal of Desert Sage El-
ementary School in the Deer
Valley Unified School District,
as one of 17 members of the
first AZ LEADS?® Circle of
Honor.

through high school educa-

tion leaders to create

school environments that
promote high achieve-
ment.

Randy Coen, prmmpal
of Desert Sage Elemen-
tary School,; Mark

Matheson, principal of

Ironwood High School; and
Greg Miller, co-founder

and principal of Challenge |
Charter School, were rec- k
ognized at the Arizona §

Submitted photos
Among 17 principals inducted
into the Circle of Honor by
state education officials last
week are three Northwest Val-
ley administrators, including
Ironwood High School Prin-
cipal Mark Matheson.

Sage for 14 years, the last
11 as principal. He said
with so much emphasis to-
day on accountability and
test scores, it is easy to lose
sight that schools are in the

Business Education Coali- {8

tion
Scottsdale.

Coen, 51, has been in

administration at Desert

conference in§

“people business.”

Still, he refused to take
credit for student success.

“This isn’t about one
person, it is about relation-
ships you build with the
community and your
people,” he said.

Matheson, who has
been principal at Ironwood
for six years, also acknowl-
edged his mductlon in the
Circle of Honor would not
have happened without his
quality staff.

“It’s about hiring great
people who become great
teachers,” the 52-year-old
said. “That’s what you
have to do in this business
to be successful. It doesn’t
matter who gets the credit

More CIRCLE on A10
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served at their school for three or more
years and were nominated by their su-
perintendents, Garcia-Dugan said. Addi-

tionally, candidates’ schools must have

shown substantial academic progress.
“The committee went through and nar-
rowed it down, and then visited the schools,

interviewing community members and |

teachers,” she said.

If officials from AZ LEADS3 are suc- ¢

cessful, even more Arizona principals will
soon be displaying the same skills dem-
onstrated by the members of the initial
Circle of Honor, since the honorees will
be expected to share their expertise at
leadership conferences.

“We want them to help out in mentoring
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Greg Miller, co-founder and principal of Challenge Charter
School, is one of 17 Arizona principals inducted into the inau-
gural Circle of Honor by a coalition of state education and
business officials. The Northwest Valley is home to three of the
honorees.




