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Group raIIies for school safety

STAFF WRITER

A large group of con-
cerned parents, teachers,
students, and commu-
“nity members clad in red
showed up during the city
council meeting Jan. 22
to bring attention to lo-
cal schools losing armed
security guard presence,
such as D.A.R.E. (Drug
Abuse Resistance Educa-
tion) officers.

The orgamzer of the
“red army” group was
Challenge Charter School

Principal Wendy Miller,

who' addressed coun-
cil. Miller’s action was
prompted by the recent
removal of the final two
D.A.R.E. officers from the
last 22 schools around the
city. Their exit, which was
effective Jan. 1, has left

Photos courtesy Challenge Charter School
Challenge School Principal Wendy Miller addressed
council during their regular meeting Jan. 22 with 9-
year-old Robert Gray, a student at Challenge.

more than 4,000 students
without a police presence
on campuses.

Miller pleaded with
councilmembers, saying
parents and members of

the school cominunity
were moved to the point
of tears learning that their
children may no longer
have such programs avail-
able to them. Miller also

Challenge School Principal Wendy Miller helped organize bro’ximately

100 supporters dressed in red to bring awareness to their cause. Miller and
her group were trying to bring council’s awareness to proposed budgets
which would remove D.A.R.E. officers and other police personnel from local

schools.

pointed out that council-

members with children
and grandchildren in lo-
cal schools would also be
affected by losing such
programs.

D.A.R.E. police officers
have long served an im-
portant role in local schools
as they provide protection
and an outlet for children
who may be struggling

with peer pressure, bully-
ing, or harassment issues.
Local schools have been
facing such difficult topics
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