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▶ A - G     Mrs. Angela Traub  Ext. 7120

▶ H - N     Mr. John Gunning   Ext. 7121

▶ O - Z     Ms. Leanne LeGendre  Ext. 7122

▶ Student Assistance Counselor:
 Ms. Kimberly Kelly        Ext. 7127

Admin Asst   Mrs. Bedford            Ext. 7132
                  
    215 - 679 - 5935

Guidance Department





▶ College opportunities exist for everyone. These four 
steps can help simplify the planning process:

Simplify the College Process

1. Understand admission factors (Institutional app vs. 
common application) - www.commonapp.org

2. Meeting admissions requirements (recommended 
coursework, GPA, SAT/ACT scores, essays, 
recommendations, interviews/auditions/portfolio.  

3. Explore post secondary options (compare options, deep 
analysis, visit schools/virtual tours.

4. Develop a financial plan (Fafsa/Financial Aid)

http://www.commonapp.org


▶ The first part of planning is understanding what 
factors colleges consider:

▶ Primary Factors
◦ Quality/Rigor of Academic Courses
◦ Academic Performance/ Grades
◦ Test Scores/Test optional (SAT, ACT,  AP®, etc.) 

▶ Additional Factors 
◦ Extracurricular Activities
◦ Essay(s)  

https://www.commonapp.org/blog/2021-2022-common-app-essay-prompt
s
◦ Letters of Recommendation
◦ Interviews- if applicable (auditions, portfolio review)   

What Colleges Consider

https://www.commonapp.org/blog/2021-2022-common-app-essay-prompts
https://www.commonapp.org/blog/2021-2022-common-app-essay-prompts


▶ Self Exploration – interests, values, abilities, personality 
(Naviance/Smart Futures)

▶ Self Evaluation –  How does my profile compare to the 
average student (middle 50%) 

▶ Categories/Tiers of schools – (safe, middle, reach) 

▶ Seek opportunities/experiences -outside of school- (Job 
shadowing, part time employment, volunteer)

▶ Still unsure?…… (no excuse to procrastinate)
 Don’t let deadlines pass you by!!!  

Finding that Career/College



State Public Universities- (cost range $18,000-$24,000)  
14 State Universities 

State affiliates – (cost est $30,000)
   4 State-Affiliates

Private Colleges-(cost range $35,000-$60,000)

Technical Colleges- ($8,000 – $24,000) 

Community College- ($5,000-7,500 tuition) + 
transportation, books, etc. 

Types of Schools



Timeline for Planning
▶ Freshmen Year - consider programming -WMCTC options, join 

clubs/sports,  Smart Futures activities, start a resume
▶ Sophomore Year – PSAT, academic rigor, join club/sports, obtain working 

papers, volunteer, consider Dual Enrollment offerings
▶ Junior Year-  The bulk of planning/testing preparation,formulating college 

lists and visiting schools, assume a leadership role in club/org, job shadow, 
summer enrichment, take PSAT/SAT/ACT-consider taking ASVAB 

▶ Senior Year- finalize applications, essays, SAT-ACT testing, financial 
planning-FAFSA/CSS Profile, job shadow, finalize resume, request official 
transcript from MCCC if you took DE, consider taking ASVAB

▶ ACT 339, Comprehensive Guidance Plan, UPSD
https://www.upsd.org/uploaded/Special_Ed/Act_339_Comprehensive_Plan.
pdf 

Smart Futures  
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1FTV44El0jb-WINh1pSjzWGh1ODTj_IfryFsFT1qfCUA/edi
t?usp=sharing

https://www.upsd.org/uploaded/Special_Ed/Act_339_Comprehensive_Plan.pdf
https://www.upsd.org/uploaded/Special_Ed/Act_339_Comprehensive_Plan.pdf
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1FTV44El0jb-WINh1pSjzWGh1ODTj_IfryFsFT1qfCUA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1FTV44El0jb-WINh1pSjzWGh1ODTj_IfryFsFT1qfCUA/edit?usp=sharing


● PFEW - PA Free Enterprise Week- 
Lycoming/Pa College of Technology

● State Police Youth Week- York (pending)
● Robotics Engineering - Widener
● Actuarial Science - LVC
● Camp Psych - Gettysburg
● Entrepreneurial - Susquehanna
● Freedom, Citizenship, & Equality - Ursinus

Summer Enrichment Examples:



▶ Compare/Contrast
• FOR MORE INFO: https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org 

• Compare ACT vs. SAT:  
https://www.princetonreview.com/college/sat-act 

SAT/ACT Optional- http://fairtest.org/university/optional 
example: Albright, Cabrini, Gettysburg, Temple, Ursinus

**In general, this is a constantly evolving situation.  Check your 
college websites.++

SAT vs. ACT

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/
https://www.princetonreview.com/college/sat-act
http://fairtest.org/university/optional


▶ Financial Aid Night- tbd Fall 2021

◦ MySmartBorrowing.org

▶ FAFSA & CSS Profile– file online 10/2021
◦ Create an FSA ID:  

https://studentaid.gov/sites/default/files/creating-using-fsa
id.pdf 

Search for scholarships and apply……
▶ Via Naviance and www.fastweb.com

https://www.raise.me/join/upper-perkiomen-hs

Local Senior Award applications due in March

Financial Plan

https://studentaid.gov/sites/default/files/creating-using-fsaid.pdf
https://studentaid.gov/sites/default/files/creating-using-fsaid.pdf
http://www.fastweb.com/
https://www.raise.me/join/upper-perkiomen-hs


  Click on Activity #6

Smart Futures



ch 339 Artifacts / Personal Reflection

Make this meaningful for you to look back on and 
to help guide your choices.  Note - autosave every 
25 sec Click “Submit” when done



Naviance SuperMatch



● Acceptance rate
● Test optional
● No application fee
● Meets 100% need
● Accepts AP credits

● Diversity
● Sports Divisions
● Religious affiliations
● Graduation rate
● Retention rate
● Job placement rate

● Learning differences support
● Counseling services
● Physical accessibility
● ELL support
● ROTC
● Internships & study abroad
● Greek life

Search based upon various criteria: 



College List



Comparison







Counselor Data





Questions and Answers


