Friday 15 January 2021

NEWSLETTER
Message from Mr O’Regan
Well done to all our pupils who have been working so hard over the last two weeks. I am
incredibly impressed with our pupils in school and our pupils who are working at home– great to
see the children showing their POW values including perseverance, resilience and responsibility.
We have now distributed 30 laptops for distance learning– please contact the office via email if
you require a laptop for your child as we have successfully bid for another 30 laptops which will
be available by the end of next week.
From next week, we will change from free school meals food deliveries to vouchers. Further
details will be given next week– please ensure the office have your correct email address.
Thank you to all our keyworker families who responded to the survey last weekend which
greatly supports the planning of staffing for the remaining four weeks of this term. We have
accommodated all requests as detailed on the survey.
We are currently processing refunds for breakfast club, after school club or any other paid
event that has been cancelled due to COVID-19. Please bear with us during this process - we
will action all refunds as soon as we can.

Contacting the School
Please remember to use email to contact the school at this time as the office team will be
working remotely for the majority of the week and will not be available on the phones at all
times.

Oak National Academy
Oak National Academy online school has been launched to help parents
home school their children. Supported by the government’s Department
for Education, it’s free to use and there is also a specialist curriculum for
those pupils with additional needs.
Click here to visit the website.

Home Learning
Lewis in Year 6 has created this outstanding text map. Great work Lewis!

Reception Learning
Our Reception children are learning about Handa’s Surprise and have been getting creative
making their very own Handa’s baskets.

.

Year 3 Learning
Year 3 have been learning about Ancient Egypt and have made traditional ancient style
jewellery.

‘Cricket at Home’ Sports Lessons
Chance to Shine’s Cricket at Home series was developed during the initial lockdown. Check
out the very first video here and you will find all the sessions are available on the Chance to
Shine YouTube channel which can be found by clicking here.
The series features short, clear instructional videos guiding pupils through fun and creative
activities that require very little equipment and can be completed in homes with limited
space. The sessions all have accompanying guides for completing them and proved
incredibly popular during the first lockdown.
They also offer a Virtual Cricket Programme through Vimeo which focuses on skills but with a
slightly different approach. This can be found here.

Golden Reading Bugs
Next week we will be searching for our first ever brigade of brilliant Golden Reading Bugs! The
Golden Bugs will be the child from each class who has read the most books on Bug Club.
Bug Club is a fantastic Reading resource available to all of our classes. The children can
access both fiction and non-fiction books at their reading level and can work through the
progressive colour bands. Teachers will be monitoring the children's accounts to ensure that
even though many of our fantastic learners are currently away from their usual desks in
school, none will need to be away from their quest to be x7 readers. A wealth of both stories
and facts will only be a few clicks away! Who will be in our first dazzling line up of glittering
Golden Bugs? Look in your Reading Record to find your password and log in. Our school
code is wslc.

Logging into Bug Club


Click on the link here or type ‘Bug Club’ into a search engine and go to the ‘Active Learn
Primary’ login page.



Click on the yellow log in bar and enter the username, password and school code



Once logged in, click on ‘My Stuff’ to see books you have been given.



Children can read the book and listen to it at the same time by pressing the ‘Read to Me’
button found on the screen,



Look out for fun and interactive quizzes where you see the green bug icon.

Invicta Stories
Invicta National Academy is excited to be launching Invicta Stories! Every day at 5 pm, KS1,
LKS2, and UKS2 children can join a live, free webinar to listen to some funny, adventurous,
and gripping stories!
The stories will last about 20-25 minutes every day and will be a continuous reading of a
chapter book, meaning you will have to come every day to hear the next part of the book!

KS1 will be reading The Legend of Kevin by Philip Reeve and Sarah McIntyre.
LKS2 will be reading The Adventurers and the Cursed Castle by Jemma Hatt.
UKS2 will be reading Cogheart by Peter Bunzl.

They are also very lucky to have Philip Reeve and Sarah McIntyre, and Jemma Hatt joining
them to read the opening pages of their books to KS1 and LKS2 on Monday 18th January!
Book here.

Free App to Support Phonics
For a limited time, the ‘Teach you Monster to Read’ app is free for all mobile devices and has
been highly praised by teachers and parents of West St Leonards alike. Created by phonics
experts, it provides progression across the sounds and then builds into the understanding of
full sentences which makes this suitable for a variety of ages.
You will find the app in the store for your device or can find out more information by clicking
here. A free version for computers can also be found on the link.

Gold Award
We continue to award children each week for showing their POW values and showing
Excellent Learning and Friendship. Here are the gold awards for this week.

Puffins - Oakley
Oakley has been working really hard this week in
phonics. He has been using his segmenting to
help him to sound out his words. Great work
Oakley!

Blackbirds - Maddison
Maddison has been working hard in all subjects
with her remote learning. She has really done
well with her work on time. Well done Maddison,
keep up the good work!

Ducklings - Sonny
Robins - Archie
Sonny has worked really hard this week and
persevered through his home learning. He drew a
wonderful Handa's Surprise story map. Excellent work
Sonny!

Archie has been working very hard in class, learning time exceptionally
well and very quickly telling time of quarter to and quarter past. He is
showing positivity and encouraging others in class. He worked
particularly well, meticulously colouring and building a paper house.

Warblers - Connie

Kingfishers - Fletcher

Connie has been working really hard at home to complete all of her work
to a really high standard - well done Connie. She has really immersed
herself in the new China topic and shown her creativity POW value really
well. Keep up the great work!

Fletcher has been showing patience and perseverance
with his learning in school this week, particularly with his
reading and letter formation. Well done Fletcher. Mrs
Williams has been so proud of you.

Nightingales - Mehmet
Mehmet consistently takes pride in his learning and even though he is now having
to work from home—his excellent attitude remains the same. This week,
Mehmet recorded a fantastic video of his performance of his own Talk for Writing
actions. Great work, Mehmet!

Sandmartins - River
This week's gold award goes to River for an amazing attitude in all areas
of learning. She has really tried to strive for a five in everything this week,
not only producing some fantastic Maths and topic work but also being
an amazing friend and a role model to others.

Oystercatchers - Lacey

Herons - Dulcie

Lacey has been working so hard in school to plan and adapt her
warning story. She has successfully used lots of language
features independently and used her imagination to create new
ideas. Well done Lacey!

Dulcie for perseverance in her home learning,
especially her Maths. Also, for working hard
on Times Tables Rock Stars at home as well.
Keep it up Dulcie!

Avocets - Summer

Summer has been working so hard with her home learning. She has
produced great representations for fractions and is showing she has a
good understanding of this. Well done Summer!

Cranes - Jack
Jack for his perseverance and hard work with his
home learning over the past two weeks. Keep up
the great work Jack and well done!

Doves - Ashton
Razorbills - Dewi

Swifts - Keyaan

Dewi for his excellent equality brochure showing
that he can complete a task to the highest
quality in the style of WWII.

For his fantastic learning and work on angles. He
has looked to include as much explanation as
possible around his reasoning which shows his
growing confidence.

Ashton for mastering the tripod grip when writing. The
sentences he is producing using this grip are excellent.
He has also shown perseverance in all areas of his home
learning, from writing, to maths, following recipes and
creating wonderful works of art. Well done. Ashton!

