Friday 12 February 2021

NEWSLETTER
Message from Mr O’Regan
Thank you for another great week of learning– we have included some of the highlights in this
newsletter. Well done to all our learners and the community for the support this year.
If any pupils are confirmed with a positive COVID-19 case over the February half term please
note the following as school staff are required to support identification of close contacts:


If your child has displayed symptoms and received a positive test result over the first
weekend of the February half term and been in attendance at school during the week
commencing 8th February, please contact us at office@wslprimaryacademy.org.uk



If your child develops coronavirus symptoms over the first weekend of the February half term
(13th/14th February) please ensure they have a COVID-19 test as soon as possible. If the test
result is positive please contact the school office on the email address above.



When contacting the office by email please include a copy of the positive test result.



If your child develops coronavirus symptoms from Monday 15th February and then
subsequently tests positive, you do not need to contact the school. You should contact NHS
Test and Trace.

Have a safe and restful half term.

Half Term - Monday 15 February to Friday 19 February
School will be closed to all children during the half-term break. Have a safe and happy holiday
and we’ll see you soon.

Video Call Meeting with Children
In the first week of term 4, we will be setting up a group call to welcome the children back to a
new term and give them the opportunity to see friends and teachers. We are very conscious of
the wellbeing of children who have spent an entire term learning from home and wish to make
them aware that a return to school is hopefully imminent.
These ‘Wellbeing Meets’ will be timetabled at different times to support families where children
are sharing devices as we do not want children to miss out on their opportunity to see their
peers. Each one will last between 10-20 minutes and you will find the timetable for these
sessions and the links to the meetings in the table below:
Year Group

Day and time

Link to Wellbeing Meet

Reception

22nd Feb 10am

Reception link here

1

22nd Feb 11am

Year 1 link here

2

23rd Feb 10am

Year 2 link here

3

23rd Feb 11am

Year 3 link here

4

24th Feb 10am

Year 4 link here

5

22nd Feb 12:00

Year 5 link here

6

23rd Feb 12:00

Year 6 link here

Upon clicking the link at the designated time, your child will be entered into a lobby to await
entry to the meeting through Microsoft TEAMS. Please ensure they use a recognisable name to
ensure there is no delay to entering the meeting. Ideally, this will be the name of the child or
their first name along with the first initial of their surname as we will be allowing access only to
children who are in these year groups at their allotted time.

BOOK-IN-A-JAR Competition
Announcing the one and only brilliant BOOK-IN-A-JAR competition! Would your jar contain a
jingling genie? A jealous giant? Or maybe a jittery jellyfish? Now is your chance to create your
very own favourite scene from your all-time-favourite book. This is a great chance to show your
patience and creativity with a fantastic booky-flavoured craft project. The closing date will be
Friday 12th March so you have tonnes of time to recycle a jar and get making! There will be a
£10 book token prize for KS1 and KS2 winners!

Positive Pebbles
Hello children,

I was so impressed with the fantastic Positive Pebbles I received, I wanted to share some of
them with you. I am sure whoever finds them out and about will have their day lifted with the
positivity shared.

Adam—Kingfishers

Jack—Kingfishers

Lewie—Oystercatchers

Tulsi— Sandmartins

If you feel inspired by the Positive Pebbles above, why not make one of your own and share the
positivity around? If you do make one, remember to wash the pebble and your hands
thoroughly, take a photo of your finished pebble and send it to your class email.
Kind regards,
Mrs Scott

Continuing Distance Learning in Term 4
You will no doubt already be aware that the government’s intention is for schools to return on
the 8th March which we very much look forwards to. We are extremely aware of the impact
this past term will have had on families working from home who have also been supporting
children with the distance learning we have provided daily.
We will however require for our current systems of distance learning to continue for the first
two weeks of term whilst we await the return on the 8th March and wanted to inform you of
this so you know that there will be no change to the systems from this term. This will mean
that, in line with the government guidelines for distance learning, we will be continuing to
provide 3-4 hours of daily learning that teachers will continue to mark and provide feedback.
We would recommend that this is returned daily to teachers but understand that this is not
always possible. Ideally however, work being sent back by Friday of that week will support
teachers in reviewing the children’s work to better inform the learning for the following week.
As with the learning, we will also be continuing with the phone calls where we will hear
children read, ask them if they have questions around their learning and ask whether there is
any more learning that needs to be sent through to teachers as we wish to find every
possible way to support children’s progress and your wellbeing at this time.
If you do have any questions, the class emails will also remain active at the start of term 4 to
send work in but also ask any queries you may have.
Thank you again for your continued support at this time.

Chinese New Year
Year 2 have been learning about China this term and made these bright red and green
papier-mâché dragons. Today they were celebrating Chinese New Year (Year of the Ox).

Seven Techniques for Helping Kids Keep Calm
Try these simple relaxation and mindfulness activities together and help your child learn to calm
down when they feel stressed or anxious. Being able to recognise and cope with anxiety is a skill
that will benefit children for life.
Even very young children can feel stressed and anxious, especially during times of change or
upheaval. Luckily, there are lots of simple activities you can do together to help your little one
learn to calm themselves.

Chidren’s Mobile Data Scheme
Some of our families may be able to get free mobile data increases for children without
broadband and/or who may need help paying for the extra data needed.
Three, Smarty, Virgin Mobile, EE, Tesco Mobile & Sky Mobile are all taking part in the scheme.
Click here if you would like more information on this.

Online Safety - Safer In-Game Chat
We would like to share a CEOP video with parents explaining what in-game chat is, which can
be used to open up conversations with children and young people. The link to the video is
here.

This Week’s Golden Reading Bugs
Congratulations to our glittering GOLDEN BUGS this week! Your patience, perseverance and
resilience with your reading will help you to make super progress across the curriculum!

Reception: Charlie and Roman

Year 1: Jack and Jamie
Year 2: Sophie S and Fletcher
Year 3: Beritan and Neyen
Year 4: Tamika and Bertie
Year 5: Tia
Year 6: Zaryana

Our Enthusiastic Learners
We are really proud of all our children and the effort they are putting into their learning.

LEGO Club Challenge
Well done to everyone who sent in photos of their wonderful house creations.
We are going to remain with the theme of building houses for the coming weeks so if you
didn’t get a chance this week then you can still try!

Great Soda Bread Recipe
Soda bread is a great recipe to try baking with children and makes a change from cakes.
This version gets a healthy boost from linseeds and yoghurt.

Ingredients
75g/3oz plain flour
100g/3½oz wholemeal flour
25g/1oz oats

1½ tsp caster sugar
½ tsp salt
½ tsp bicarbonate of soda
2 tbsp linseeds (you can use sesame or sunflower seeds, or just leave them out)
175ml/6fl oz natural yoghurt

Method
1. Preheat the oven to 220C/425F/Gas 7. Line a baking tray with greaseproof paper.
2. Stir all of the ingredients, except the yoghurt, together in a bowl. Add most of the yoghurt
and mix together to a soft dough. Add a little extra yoghurt if the dough is dry.
3. Tip the dough out onto a floured work surface and knead for a few minutes until smooth.
4. Shape into round loaf and put on the baking tray. Flatten slightly with your hand then
mark a deep X on the top using a knife. Make sure to cut almost all the way to the
bottom of the dough, so that the middle of the bread cooks all the way through.
5. Bake in the oven for 20-25 minutes.

Gold Award
We continue to award children each week for showing their POW values and showing
Excellent Learning and Friendship. Here are the gold awards for this week.
Well done to all our children learning at home and in school!

Puffins - Kala
Kala for all her fantastic creative work and to all
her toys that have helped her with her learning.

Blackbirds - Jack
Jack has been working hard in school and out. He is attentive and
engaged in his lessons. Jack is such a kind young man - look at his
encouraging positive pebble. He has also been Golden Bug two weeks in
a row. You are a superstar Jack! Thank you.

Ducklings - Amelie
Robins - Joseph
Amelie has been showing her POW values this week
and has been supporting other children in class with
their work. She has also been striving for a five in her
writing work.

Joseph has been working exceptionally hard at home. Every day he
continues to strive for a 5, practicing spellings and arithmetic. Joseph is
determined to get perfect scores and has been developing his writing
skills by using more challenging words and conjunctions. Well done
Joseph, keep up brilliant work!

Warblers - Noah

Kingfishers - Lottie

Noah has returned to school recently and is continuing to STRIVE FOR 5
and work hard on perfecting his letter joins. He plays fairly on the
playground and always shows CO-OPERATION in team games. Well
done Noah, you are a fantastic member of the Y2 team.

We can see that Lottie is using pasta to help her with her subtraction, just
like we use manipulatives to help us with our number work in school. We
can see that she is using her PATIENCE and THOUGHTFULNESS POW
values here! Well done, Lottie!

Nightingales—Hana

Sandmartins - Yusriyah

Hana for her fantastic effort in Maths this week. Well done
and keep it up!

This week, Yusriyah has been focusing on her presentation
in all her subjects. It’s great to see that you are
consistently striving for a five, Yusriyah. Well done!

Oystercatchers - The Whole Class

Herons - Koshan

To everyone in Oystercatchers for their dedication to learning
this term. The quality of work has been outstanding. Whether
you have been in school or doing your learning at home
Miss Carter and Mrs Kent are beyond proud!

Koshan for working hard and being independent
at home. Keep persevering Koshan.

Razorbills - Archie
Archie for a fantastic effort since his return to school
and his and optimistic attitude!

Avocets - The Whole Class

All of the Avocets! You have all done incredibly well this term, the quality
of the work sent in has been absolutely fantastic! You have
shown amazing dedication to your work and you should be so proud of
yourselves.

Cranes - Ishika
Ishika for persevering in your work in school and
always showing your creativity and teamwork.
Keep up the great work!

Swifts - Eve

Doves - Maddison

Eve for a wonderfully creative painting depicting
a WWII soldier on the battlefield made during
her home learning. Well done Eve!

Maddison for the wonderful dedication she has
shown to her home learning this term. It has
been nothing short of exceptional. Very well
done, Maddie!

