Friday 8 January 2021

NEWSLETTER
Message from Mr O’Regan
Welcome back and thank you for your perseverance with the ever changing
government guidelines and working with us while we organise learning in school and
remotely at this difficult time. As you will be aware, the Prime Minister announced a full
nationwide lockdown, and that as part of this, all schools were closed from Tuesday 5th
January 2021 except for critical worker children and those pupils that have been
identified as requiring additional support. Currently, it appears that schools will be
closed until February half term.
The government has stated that your child can attend the academy if you meet the
criteria of an essential critical worker and you can provide evidence for this. Even if you
completed the survey previously sent out last week or have communicated with staff
this week, please ensure you complete this form by the end of Sunday 10th January to
support organisation of staffing for this term and to confirm your child will attend. Please
be clear around the days you wish your child to attend to ensure staffing and safety
measures are adhered to.
The government has also asked that pupils who are classed as vulnerable should also
continue attending school such as those children who are in foster care. The
safeguarding officer and other members of the team will contact these families to
facilitate attendance.
Should your child not attend school during this period, they will be provided with high
quality remote learning in the form of uploaded, pre-recorded video sessions. On
Tuesday, we sent out the parent and carer guidance for Term 3, and the remote
learning is accessible on:
https://www.brightonacademiestrust.org.uk/home-learning/west-stleonards-homelearning

If you require a laptop please email the office email with the subject line ‘laptop’. We have
given out our allocation of 8 from the government and are awaiting a decision on our bid for
further devices.
We do also have 30GB data SIMs available; please email the office with the subject line ‘sim’ if
you would like to be considered.
If you require technical support and with the use of technology please email issues to
remotesupport@brightonacademiestrust.org.uk or call 01424 711968 (option 2).
It has been great to see all the learning and engagement so far- please remember to send in
the learning each day to the class email and for pupils to ask their teacher any questions to
support the next day’s learning. As before, we really appreciate your help in supporting your
child to do as much work as they can at home to ensure that they continue with their learning
using the high-quality materials our dedicated staff team have produced. Teachers and staff
will all continue to work extremely hard during this time, preparing and responding to pupils'
work, and contacting you and your child regularly to make sure that we keep in close touch to
discuss the learning, hear children read and find out how they have been showing their POW
values at home.
If you have any queries or concerns during this time, please do not hesitate to get in touch with
us and we will do our very best to help to continue excellent learning and friendship. For those
pupils in the academy, we have been so impressed with how they have managed the
transition, greatly supported by our dedicated team who have planned the same structure as
last term e.g. same start and finish times, taught in year group classroom etc.
Please look after yourselves and stay safe.

Contacting the school
Please remember to use email to contact the school at this time as the office team will be
working remotely for the majority of the week and will not be available on the phones at all
times.

Snack at Breaktimes
Children are permitted to bring a piece of fruit or healthy snack to eat at morning break times.
This can be supportive in keeping children’s energy levels high and brains active for the
learning before lunchtime.

Distance learning from this week
Many thanks to all the children who have sent their learning back for teacher feedback. The
teachers have enjoyed maintaining that link with their classes to continue the learning and
engagement at this time. As you will already be aware from previous communications, from
next week the learning will be provided on a daily basis on the home learning page to give
your child access to daily Writing and Maths tasks led by the teacher. This will be found at:
https://www.brightonacademiestrust.org.uk/home-learning/west-st-leonards-home-learning
Other activities that focus on Reading and other curriculum areas will also be shared across
the week so please check back each day to see what new learning has been provided and
be sure to send the work back to the class email addresses each day. By doing so, you will
be supporting the continuation of your child’s learning and maintaining consistency in their
understanding that the learning is to continue.
We understand that the organisation at home may not always go ahead as planned as
many of you will be working from home and will require your child to work independently for
part or all of the working day. Therefore, we have taken the approach to provide videos for
many of the lessons, structured very much like live streaming, as then children can refer back
to the learning as they require. This also means that with the unpredictability of the day (or
with technology) your child will not miss out on any learning as we are not streaming content
at specific times. We have also taken into account the feedback around how difficult
parents and carers find it if they have a number of children trying to access live lessons at the
same time on limited devices. Likewise, we have heard feedback around how some devices
have not been supportive of live streaming for your children in secondary school. As a result,
we see this to be the best way to support you as our teachers have worked exceptionally
hard to make the very highest quality content so, as much as possible, it matches the
approach that would be taken in class.
Furthermore, we look to support the communication through teachers and teaching
assistants completing phone calls with each individual child. This will be to support the
learning but also to speak to the child in general about how they are finding this period
away from school and also to hear them read and discuss the learning should they require
help with a task, making the communication personalised to each child and therefore
supportive of their needs.
Thank you for your continued support and we look forwards to speaking to the children and
feeding back on all the fantastic work they are completing.

ICT Support Line
If families need technical support with online learning and the use of technology, please
email issues to: remotesupport@brightonacademiestrust.org.uk
Or call 01424 711 968 (option 2).

Free Live and Interactive Lessons
To complement the home learning provided by our school, Invicta Online Academy is
offering two hours of live and interactive teaching which is delivered by qualified teachers.
Book your free lessons here.

Urgent Update from Hastings Foodbank
Hastings Foodbank (as with the first Lockdown) is now delivery only.
For the next 2 weeks - rather than turning clients away - they will honour the vouchers of
anyone who turn up at a venue and they will be served in a COVID secure way.
Deliveries take place on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays only.
They will assess the situation towards the end of the Lockdown as to whether and when they
open for collections.

Teachers will be adding in lessons from across the curriculum as part of the distance learning
but if your child has enjoyed French lessons in the past then they can continue to access the
home school section of the Language Angels page. This is the resource that supports
teaching of French at West St Leonards and therefore follows strategies that children are
accustomed to. Bonne Chance!

Free eBook Library from Oxford Owl
Oxford Owl’s eBook library has been created to help children aged 3-11 develop their
reading skills at home. As well as much-loved characters such as Biff, Chip and Kipper and
Winnie the Witch, you’ll also find some great non-fiction eBooks to help your child explore
their world.
All the eBooks are free to use, but you will need to register . Please note, the eBooks are best
viewed on a computer, laptop or tablet.

BBC launches support for distance learning
With the announcement of another lockdown and schools moving to remote learning, the
BBC is launching the biggest education offer in its history.
Starting on Monday, CBBC will have a three-hour block of primary school programming each
day, including BBC Live Lessons and BBC Bitesize Daily, as well as other educational
programming such as Our School and Celebrity Supply Teacher.
Meanwhile, BBC Two will cater for secondary students with programming to support the
GCSE curriculum, with a least two hours of content each weekday. The content will also be
available on demand on the iPlayer.
This is not to replace the learning that is being set daily by teachers next week that will
require completion and to be sent back to school via the class email addresses. It does
however offer some additional support should you require it.

Bug Club
Remember you can continue to access Bug Club in order to find both fiction and non-fiction
at the appropriate level for your child to read.

PE Kit Reminder
Please make sure your child has their PE kit on the correct days.
And while we’re on the subject...Joe Wicks is back!

Gold Award
We continue to award children each week for showing their POW values and
showing Excellent Learning and Friendship. Here are the gold awards for this week.

Puffins - Sonny
Sonny has completed lots of excellent home
learning this week. He has shown great
engagement with the learning.

Blackbirds - Alicia
Alicia has worked very hard at home this week, sending in
lots of lovely photos of her Phonics, Writing and Maths to
show us. We have been particularly impressed with
Alicia’s telling the time to the hour. Well done Alicia, keep
up the hard work.

Ducklings - Amelie
Robins - Joseph
Well done on demonstrating your creativity skills and
producing some good art work on Handa's Basket.

Joseph for his work on creating a text map of
'The Jolly Postman' and both practising his
spellings and writing skills.

Warblers - Joseph

Kingfishers - Sophie

Well done to Joseph for such a positive and enthusiastic
start to Term 3 and for making a wonderful fork printed
panda as part of our Great Wall of China topic. Wonderful
creativity, optimism and co-operation POW values shown
here.

Well done Sophie, you have shown your POW
values this week and settled into a new routine
quickly. Keep up that fantastic learning about
China!

Nightingales - Heidi

Sandmartins - Nancy

Heidi has adjusted to all of the changes that the situation
has provided us with extremely well. She has really shown
her POW values and produced some amazing work.

Nancy is showing her resilience in what has been
a positive week and she is working incredibly
hard at home. Well done, Nancy!

Oystercatchers - Lewie

Herons - Tia

Lewie for producing excellent learning from home. It has
been lovely to see his creative writing this week and
his understanding on expanded noun phrases is brilliant.
Keep it up Lewie.

Tia for her resilience both at home and in school
with her learning. Also, for her positive attitude
and politeness in school. Well done Tia, keep it
up!

Avocets - George

George for adapting superbly into his new environment. He has
been enthusiastic is his Roman learning and created a
beautiful mosaic vase! Keep up the great learning.

Cranes - Ethan
Ethan for his perseverance in his home learning,
and wonderful creativity in his Art work. Keep up
the great work Ethan!

Swifts - Lorissa

Doves

Lorissa for her focus and dedication to her
learning, particularly in maths. Keep it up
Lorissa!

Thank you to all Doves children who have been
working alongside our teaching assistants to
support their learning. It has been great to still
speak to you and help you!

Razorbills - Zaryana
Zaryana for showing a great dedication to her
home learning, working hard on her
mathematics fraction work and doing additional
revision.

