
Running Start FAQ



Before We Begin...

Participation in Running Start requires a great deal of maturity and ability to problem solve 
independently. Many aspects are lengthy and can be overwhelming. 

If the process seems too much, that’s okay! If this sounds like you, it may be more appropriate 

to wait and try Running Start your senior year.

Last bit of advice: It is crucial that you become comfortable with seeking 

information/answers to questions yourself. MRHS counselors will be here to guide the 

general process, but most of the information you need exists on the Highline College website. 



How do I sign up?
1. Go to highline.edu and click on Apply for Admission 2. Scroll down and click Apply



Sign up cont.

*Specific information for applying 
as a Running Start Student



Sign up cont.

3. Create an account

https://www.sbctc.edu/ctclink/oaainstructions.html 

*Scan the QR code or visit the link below for 
step-by-step instructions to creating an 
account

https://www.sbctc.edu/ctclink/oaainstructions.html


Other Questions...

● When can I register for classes?
○ Registration for the Fall 2021 quarter 

begins on May 24, 2021

● Will classes be on campus or online?
○ The college has not made a 

determination on this matter

● What classes can I take?
○ Sooo many! There are hundreds of options. Visit 

classes.highline.edu to get an idea of typical 
course offerings.

● How do I know what classes to take?
○ Your high school counselor will provide guidance 

on which classes meet graduation requirements. 

An advisor at the college can provide more 

detailed recommendations based on your 

academic plan



How do credits work?
● 5 college credits = 1.0 high school credit

○ Most college classes are 5 credits each
○ A full time schedule is 3 classes per quarter, or 15 credits per quarter
○ Full time RS students can earn up to 3.0 credits per quarter, or 9.0 credits per year

● 3 classes per quarter seems light, but don’t be fooled!
○ You are taking the equivalent of a year-long high school course but condensing it into 

roughly 2-3 months. 

**Your Running Start grades go on both your high school AND college transcript.

 Even 1-2  low grades at the college and drastically lower your cumulative GPA, and it is 
very difficult to bring it back up



How do I determine my placement eligibility?

If you plan to take the 
accuplacer, that is 
completely on you to 
schedule and study for. 
Visit the link below for 
details on the process

 
https://placeandtest.highl
ine.edu/placement/accupl
acer/ 

https://placeandtest.highline.edu/placement/accuplacer/
https://placeandtest.highline.edu/placement/accuplacer/
https://placeandtest.highline.edu/placement/accuplacer/


More FAQ
● Do I have an advisor at the college?

○ Students are not assigned specific advisors but you can meet with any Running Start Advisor

● How do I meet with an advisor?
○ Visit runningstart.highline.edu and click ‘Schedule an Appointment’

● What classes should I take at Mount Rainier?
○ That is entirely your decision, but we typically recommend taking PE at MRHS, and Algebra 2 if you 

have not yet taken it

● How do I get a copy of my unofficial transcript?
○ Students who selected Running Start on their course registration google form will receive an 

e-mailed copy 

● Can I use my Smarter Balanced scores?
○ Not at this time; current 10th & 11th graders have not yet had an opportunity to take the Smarter 

Balanced assessment due to Covid. 


