West Hartford Commission on the Arts
Regular Meeting
January 7, 2021 at 6:30 PM

This Regular Meeting of the West Hartford Commission on the Arts will be conducted as a
virtual meeting. Members of the public may view the meeting on West Hartford Community
Interactive: Comcast Channel 96, Frontier TV Channel 6099, YouTube and www.whctv.org.

Members of the public may also provide comments on agenda items by calling at the scheduled
date and time and using the following access code:

January 7, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. 1 (408) 418-9388 Access Code: 132-223-1400

A copy of all written materials to be presented at the meeting are available on the Town Clerk’s
website at www.westhartfordct.gov.

. Meeting Opening

A. Call to Order - Meeting was called to order at 6:32pm.

B. Roll Call - Present: Matthew Bragg, Javier Colon, Chuck Coursey, Latanya Farrell,
Nancy Hoffman, Mirela Panaitisor, Susan Rothenberg and Carol McCabe who (due
to connectivity issues) joined the meeting at 6:41pm. Absent: Karen Bachman.

C. Approval of the minutes from December 7, 2020 meeting- Matthew Bragg, Javier
Colon, Chuck Coursey, Latanya Farrell, Nancy Hoffman, Mirela Panaitisor, Susan
Rothenberg voted YES. No opposed.

D. Set meeting schedule for remainder of 2021- the following dates were proposed:
FEBRUARY 15, MARCH 15, APRIL 19, MAY 17, JUNE 21, JULY 19,
AUGUST 16, SEPTEMBER 20, OCTOBER 18, NOVEMBER 15,

DECEMBER 20, JANUARY 17 of 2022. (Please, read amendment below)
Matthew Bragg, Javier Colon, Chuck Coursey, Latanya Farrell, Nancy Hoffman,
Mirela Panaitisor, Susan Rothenberg voted YES. No opposed.

1. Old Business

A. Artist Database -Chuck updated everyone in regard to the town’s ability to post a
link to the database without an issue but not being able to host the web address or
providing a landing page for it.

B. Web Site/Social Media- Chuck also informed everyone that the West Hartford Arts
and Culture Collaborative could host the database and calendar on their website.


http://www.whctv.org/
http://www.westhartfordct.gov/

C. Public Murals -Chuck shared with all members of the commission details about the
joint public art campaign that’s currently being developed by West Hartford Town in
partnership with Bloomfield and Simsbury. This call is for unique and original ~ de-
signs to be painted on these 3 towns’ public electric vehicle parking spots and appli-
cants who have been impacted by Covid are especially encouraged to submit their art
proposals. Mirela & Sue will be part of the discussions to report back to the commis-
sion.

D. Public Parks Availability- the town has agreed with performances in public parks
and is looking into identifying the best parks to accommodate events; as they become
available, more details will be provided at our next meetings.

I11. Committee Updates

e Partnerships — Mirela & Sue - Mirela presented an initiative to encourage, engage
and benefit the next generation of artists of WH by developing and organizing
“Celebration of the Arts” events in partnership with our public and private
schools as well as our supportive and generous community. Students would show-
case their talents, get guidance, support and feedback from local artists and organ-
izations, take advantage of educational trips to art museums and performing arts
centers.

e Communications — Carol & Chuck -no reports

e Artist Outreach — Javier & Latanya- will be working on promoting the artist data-
base and get some media exposure

e Town Outreach — Chuck -shared few details about what’s being developed on the
Electric Vehicle parking public art initiative

e Finance — Matt -no reports

e Events — Nancy, Karen- no reports

V. Reports -no reports
V. Public Comment-no public comments
VI.  Adjournment-meeting adjourned at 7:16pm

The Chairman will provide the procedure for participating in the virtual meeting at the start of
the meeting.

"ANY INDIVIDUAL WITH A DISABILITY WHO NEEDS SPECIAL ASSISTANCE TO PARTICIPATE IN A
MEETING OR PUBLIC HEARING SHOULD CONTACT SUZANNE OSLANDER, DEPARTMENT OF SO-
CIAL SERVICES, 860-561-7580 AT LEAST TWO DAYS PRIOR TO THE MEETING OR PUBLIC HEAR-
ING."

Amendment to January 2021 Minutes

Due to a schedule conflict on the Town of West Hartford’s calendar, the Commis-



sion on the Arts had to reschedule its February 15th meeting for Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 24 at 6:30pm. All members of the commission were contacted by the presi-

dent on January 15th via email and informed about the new proposed date for the
meeting.

Karen Bachman, Javier Colon, Chuck Coursey, Latanya Farrell, Nancy Hoffman,

Mirela Panaitisor, Carol McCabe voted YES via email and the schedule change was
approved by 7-0 .No opposed.



