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Southam College supports Holocaust Memorial Day 2021
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"Within this constant flow of change we must focus on every
new situation as an ‘opportunity’ and not a ‘crisis’. "
One example of this in the
last half term was with the
introduction of Lateral Flow
Tests. The number of
volunteers (over 70) who
offered their services to
support the school in the
administration of these tests
was astonishing. For so
many to give their time so
generously was both
uplifting and inspiring!
In recent times when I
have started to write the
half termly newsletter, I
start by saying that the
last half term has been like
no other. However, I am
continually proven to be
incorrect as each half term
proves to be so different
to the one before it!
Within this constant flow of
change we must focus on
every new situation as an
‘opportunity’ and not a
‘crisis’. I am pleased to see
that the staff, students and
parents/carers never cease
to amaze in this respect, as
they tackle each new
situation so proactively.

Further evidence of the ‘can
do’ attitude of all members of
the school community has
been the introduction and
embedding of ‘live lessons’.
If we look back even a short
time and ask if this would
have been possible the
answer would probably have
been not, however in a
recent student survey, 97%
of students were accessing
their learning through live
lessons.
Learning is about enriching
ourselves about the wider
world as well as what we do
in lessons. This is why it is
so heartening to see staff
continuing to provide

activities to encourage this
such as Holocaust Memorial
Day, Equalities Week and
other ongoing cultural and
physical challenges which
many students really enjoy
participating in.
The experience of a ‘normal
school’ cannot be fully
replicated in the current
environment, however what
is being done will help us
make the most of life in this
lockdown. I look forward to
next half term in the
certainty that whatever is
thrown at us we will make it
work for the students, staff
and the whole community.
Great schools continue to be
great in difficult and
challenging times. They do
this through clarity of
purpose and boundless
energy to transfer this
purpose into effective action.
Southam College is a great
school!
Take care, stay safe, be
kind.
Mr Samra, Headteacher
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English Echo Eternal Competition
CORE Education Trust’s Echo Eternal is a
commemorative arts engagement programme
inspired by Holocaust survivor testimony to
promote respect and understanding between
different communities. As part of Southam
College’s contributions Year 9 students were
asked to write poems based on the theme ‘Be
the light in the Darkness’ after hearing the story
of Holocaust survivor Dov Reichmann. They
were also given the candle motif, in which they
could write their poem and display in their
window for others to see.
In Year 7, students are learning about the
History of English Literature, from the bawdy
and chivalrous tales of Chaucer…to the
infamous lines of ‘To Be or Not to Be’ in the
Bard’s Hamlet and a lot more besides, they are
able to understand the rich history that our
subject boasts. Below is Oliver’s beautifully
crafted description of the first sighting of his
Gothic Beast, written after reading Mary
Shelley’s haunting description of Frankenstein’s
Monster. In it he incorporates both vivid imagery
via his impressive vocabulary but also builds
atmosphere by utilising pathetic fallacy- where
the environment appears to mimic the mood of
the protagonist.

Despondency hung in the fog and the quiet repetitive drizzle over the hallowed
alleyway; the dismal growl of thunder and the murderous lack of vision, painting
the backdrop of what was to come. There, under the vandalised archway stood a
silhouette, smoky white in the spectral light of just the moon. Suddenly a flash of
lightning bathed him in light and my gaze fell on his person. Raggedly attractive
hair hung in swathes over a skeletal face, and oh what a face! A vermillion tattoo
of blood dripped in circlets down his cheek, stark in contrast to the spectral
colours of his façade; this encircled penetrating eyes of diamond strength and
obsidian tone. Serpentine was the nose, and jet the lips presenting a face of
phantasmagorical qualities. Macabre the robe draped over his hovering form,
gilded in crystallised blood. His voice as soft as his scythe hanging from his waist
severed the night air in two, "I am the Ghost of the Shadow, and you are dust." In
a show of morbidity it was all over.

Gothic horror monster description by Oliver Lester, Year 7
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Have Southam students been getting dressed in the
dark? Why all the odd socks?
Well, in line with this week's Anti-Bullying and
Anti-Racism initiatives,
Southam Students have
been celebrating their
diversity, using their best
odd socks combinations as
an opportunity to express
themselves and to
celebrate their individuality
and what makes us all
unique!

New Sections on our website
We are proud to launch two new sections on our website providing information,
support and useful links for all members of our school community, staff,
students and parents alike.
Click here to find out more about
Anti-bullying
https://www.southamcollege.com/safeguarding/antibullying
Anti-discrimination
https://www.southamcollege.com/safeguarding/anti-discrimination
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"I would like to thank both Lucy and Ryan for supporting Southam College in delivering the
Echo Eternal Holocaust commemoration project to our students, staff, and local
community. Both Ryan and Lucy have taken part in a national Holocaust conference today,
delivered by The University College of London. Both Lucy and Ryan spoke and reflected on
what they had learnt by Southam College participating in this project and how their futures
had been shaped by the survivor testimonies. Moreover, both Lucy and Ryan discussed
how we all have a responsibility to keep the legacy of Holocaust survivors going in order
history does not repeat itself!" Mrs Thomas

Well done to all of those keeping active over this
lock down period.
A huge well done to Leo M, Matilda S, Miles W and
Jamie S who were in school on Friday during their PE
lessons, but managed to set up an obstacle course,
did a workout and managed to do some stairs
activities.
Well done everyone!
The PE department are impressed

Duke of Edinburgh
Award Update
Following the government
announcement about the continued
closure of schools through February, the
Silver Training day on Saturday 6th
February and the Bronze Training day on
Sunday 28th February will be postponed.
We will communicate to parents and
participants of the alternative dates once
more is known about school reopening in
the spring.
There may also be some adjustments to
the expedition dates for all award levels
subject to future Covid restrictions; once
more is known we will make all parties
aware.
We remain committed to
enabling students to participate in the
award this year and look forward to
continuing with the programme once
more when the guidance allows.

Well done Mr Kelly
Huge congratulations to Mr Kelly, who
has just been offered a position with the
Jamaican Women's National Football
team as they prepare for qualification for
the next World Cup in New Zealand &
Australia.
Well done from the whole PE team.

Forty Year 9 students had
the privilege of being able
to take part in a remote
webcast of a Holocaust
survivor's testimony
organised by the Holocaust
Educational Trust today, as
part of our reflections for
Holocaust Memorial Day.
Eve's inspirational personal
story and sentiment of not
giving up and finding ways
to cope with her situation
was such an important message and relevant to our lives today. Eve dedicates
her life, even at 90 years old, to educating others and bearing witness to the
events of the Holocaust to guard against the dangers of discrimination and
asked of us to ensure that we 'don't forget'. Her moving testimony was
concluded with her very wise words of advice; 'treat everyone respectfully and
lovingly'.
Thank you to all the students who took part and for your excellent
questions for Eve.
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Congratulations to our winners of the
Holocaust art and photography
competition. We received a superb number
of entries and were really impressed by the
excellent quality and effort that students put
into their thoughtful reflections on the theme,
'Be the light in the darkness'. It was also
brilliant to see such an array of responses in
various forms of both art and photography.
Mr Phillips, who kindly judged the
competition alongside the heads of houses,
said that the top four entries really
symbolised the atmosphere and meaning of
what the art was inspired from.
'It's hard to embody emotion, but the top
four entries did so well, and in doing so did
the school and the whole event justice.'
A very proud Mr Phillips.
Winner : Peter - Year 7
3rd place : Ed - Year 13

2nd place: Elizabeth - Year 9

4th place: Emily - Year 9

PTSA
100 CLUB
The Q1 prize draw has been made so congratulations to our 3 winners!

And congratulations to our 6 runners up too!

We will be in touch with all winners shortly.
You too can be part of the 100 Club. All you need to do is decide how many numbers you
want – it’s £5 a number and then email us at southamcollegeptsa@gmail.com or message
us on our Facebook page and we can give you more info. It’s that simple…

Remember you have to be in it to win it!!
Thanks so much to everyone who donated items for our
Christmas raffle and to everyone who bought tickets too.
We were overwhelmed with your generosity and kindness.
We raised an amazing £936 which we will be using to
support students during the coming year. Follow us on
Facebook to see further details on what we have
funded.

9

