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Team:

Happy New Year!

In this issue: Beatrice Mambretti, Bianca Lazzereschi, Elia

MONTHLY QUOTE: SOMETIMES YOU WILL NEVER
KNOW THE VALUE OF A MOMENT, UNTIL IT BECOMES
A MEMORY - DR. SEUSS

of this year and overcome any challenges faced during 2020.
We are positive many opportunities will come your way and
we will make sure to bring you an issue each month for your
enjoyment and information about the world.
have

loads

prepared

for

you

this

month:

The

Whitehouse Riot, facts about Greece, our historical
location- Eternal Flame Falls, Katharine Burr Blodgett
as our scientist of the month, and our recommendations
page with a book, TV series, and a film.
We hope you enjoyed the last issue, and are intrigued to
read this one!

Sofia Brunamonti Binello, and Valeria Fassone (editing) we
hope

The new year has begun! We hope you will make the most

We

Ines Adéle Hamouche, Elizaveta Katiushina, Lidia Bulatova,
to

expand

in

the

upcoming

year.

We

are

a

collaborative and determined team to bring you the best
every month!
If interested in joining contact: vfassone@isgenoa.it

White House Riot
WRITTEN BY BEATRICE MAMBRETTI

The chaotic 15 hours that helped cause Trump's
impeachment. Donald Trump supporters turned violent
towards the U.S. Capitol building in Washington D.C.
also known as The White House. On January 20, 2021,
Joe Biden finally stepped into the Whitehouse and
became the official president.
Shortly

past

1

p.m.

hundreds

of

pro-Trump

demonstrators marched through hurdles along the
perimeter of the Capitol, they protested the police in
full riot gear, some branding the officers as "traitors"
for doing their work. Around 90 minutes later, the
police said that protesters had stormed inside the
building and were closing the doors to the House and
Senate. Shortly afterward, police cleared the house
floor.
Vice

President

Mike

Pence

was

withdrawn

and

evacuated from the House of Representatives, where
he was expected to play his part in the electoral vote
counting.
In front of the building an armed standoff took place at
about 3 p.m., police officers were trying to block the
entrances

of

The

White

House

as

people

were

attempting to break in. Many officers were wounded as
reported by CNN. Smoke grenades were used on the
Senate side for police to rid the building of rioters.
On Wednesday, via the east and west doors of the
Capitol, demonstrators were carried inside and at least
52 persons were detained as of 9:30 p.m. The US
Capitol police were working to protect the Capitol's
second floor and were seen shortly before 5 p.m. On
the east side of the house, police drove protesters off
the stairs. This continued until about 5:40 p.m at which
the Capitol was made safe again.
The Capitol police officers told lawmakers after the
building was breached that they would need to duck
under their seats and warned that demonstrators were
in the Rotunda building. When they passed between
Capitol buildings, plenty of House representatives were
seen wearing gas masks. Around five people died, one
of them a police guard, and around a dozen were left
severely hurt.

This was the first time the US Capitol was overwhelmed
since the British invaded and destroyed the house in
August 1814, during the War of 1812. Making it nothing
less than a significant moment in not only Trump’s
Presidency but American history.
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Greece: The Ancient
Empire
WRITTEN BY LIDIA BULATOVA

Home to the first Olympic Games of 776 B.C., Greece
has a rich history and culture. The country has around
9,000 miles of coastline with more than 2000 islands
in the territory, but only 170 are populated.
Religion:
Religion in Greece is dominated by the Greek
Orthodox Church, which is within the larger
communion of the Eastern Orthodox Church. It
represents 90% of the total population and is
constitutionally recognized as the "prevailing
religion" of Greece.
Ancient Greek religion was polytheistic, based
on the assumption that there were many Gods
and Goddesses within a hierarchy, with Zeus,
the king of the gods, and hence control over
the others.
Language:
Greek is one of the oldest documented living
languages. There are written records in Greek
that date back at least 3,400 years. The oldest
record was found on a clay tablet dated
between 1450 and 1350 BCE.
The word “alphabet” is actually formed of
“alpha” and “beta”, the two first letters of the
Greek alphabet, which in total has 24 letters.
The Arts:
Ancient literature consists of great history such
as Homer's epic poems: Iliad and Odyssey,
Platonic dialogues, the entire work of Aristotle,
as well as the New Testament
Ancient Greek sculptures were designed to
show perfection. They were meant to portray
lifelike images of near-perfect humans, never
showing human imperfections in art.
Greek architecture emphasized the various
types of columns. They had a significant
influence over western art and have been used
in western architecture for the past 2,500
years.
Pottery was also a very important art form in
Ancient Greece, not only was it painted with
religious or mythological scenes, but also
served useful purposes in peoples’ daily lives.
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Food:
Olives and Olive oil:
Greeks have been cultivating olives for
millennia.
Olive oil is used often in cooking and
salads and drizzled over most dips and
dishes. Many tavernas use their own oil.
Baklava:
Layered pastry dessert made of filo
pastry, filled with chopped nuts and
sweetened with syrup or honey.
Horiatiki Salad:
Traditional starter
Made of tomatoes, olives, cucumber
and a large piece of feta cheese served
undressed.
The dressing is left as a person's choice
hence all restaurants serving vinegar,
salt, pepper, and olive oil with the salad.
Tzatziki:
One

of

the

classic

Greek

sauces/appetizers with many varieties.
It is made of thick strained yogurt,
garlic, olive oil, and fresh dill.
Customs and Celebrations:
Easter:
By far the most important festival of the
Greek year.
Beautiful

and

moving

religious

ceremonies for the days of feasting and
celebration which follow.
The peak of Easter is on Good Saturday
at midnight when pilgrims go to the
church and absorb the Holy Light.
Apokries:
In

Greece,

the

Carnival

is

called

"Apokries''.
The festival consists of two weeks of the
feast, beginning from the Sunday of
Meat Fare and ends with the first day of
Lent,

called

Clean

Monday

(Kathari

Deutera).
The Evil Eye:
Common superstition.
Wearing blue eye charms or blue beads
can ward away the “Evil Eye”.
The same applies to the blue-painted
housetops in Cycladic architecture.
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Eternal Flame Falls

Image 1

WRITTEN BY ELIZAVETA KATIUSHINA

The Eternal Flame Falls is a small but mighty
waterfall located in Western New York.
Tourists can find it in the Shale Creek
Preserve, inside a section of Chestnut Ridge
Park. It has a total height of 9.14 meters*.
What makes this magnificent waterfall so
unique and interesting, for visitors but also
researchers is the fact that it emits natural
gas from a grotto at its base. It produces a
small flame that is lit nearly all year round (it
has to be re-lit from time to time), like image
1.
Scientists and geologists are still trying to
figure out the exact cause of this unusual
phenomenon. They suggest the waterfall’s
natural gas’s high concentration of ethane
and propane, which is 35% higher than in
any other natural gas, allows this to happen.
Since the Eternal Flame Falls began gaining
popularity and more visitors each year, the
amount of litter, vandalism, and pollution,
unfortunately,

increased

along

with

it.

Although this is unfortunate, the sun always
comes out after the rain, in this case, this is
what occurred, as there was something
good

that

came

out

of

this

situation:

volunteering to clean up the area and extra
care for the waterfall.
*waterfalls usually vary from 1.52 meters to
979 meters

Location: Eternal Flame Hiking Trail,
Orchard Park, NY, United States
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Katharine Burr
Blodgett
WRITTEN BY BIANCA LAZZERESCHI

Brief introduction:
Katharine
physicist

Burr
and

Blodgett
chemist

was

an

American

born

in

1989

in

Schenectady, New York. She discovered methods
for working with a monomolecular coating (coats
that prevent the electrochemical reactions on
the

metal

knowledge

surface).
to

She

improve

then

applied

eyeglasses,

this

camera

lenses, deicing (anti-icing) for aircraft materials,
poison gas absorbents, and more. She was the
first woman to be awarded a Ph.D. in physics
from the University of Cambridge, in 1926.

Work at General Electric:
Katharine worked with her father’s colleague,
Irving Langmuir. They worked on thin films that
were only a few molecules thick. She developed
a way to use single-molecule thick coatings of
barium, increasing the amount of light passing
through the glass. From this, she developed nonreflective coatings for eyeglasses and improved
lenses used in cinematography.
In addition, she developed a method which used
a color gauge to measure the thickness of thin
monomolecular films in 1933. Five years later
she created a system to make non-reflecting
glass.

Katharine Burr Blodgett died in her home on
October 12, 1979, aged 81.
Early life:
Katharine Burr Blodgett was the second child of
Katharine Burr and George Blodgett, a patent
lawyer for the General Electric Company (GE).
Few weeks before her birth, George Blodget was
shot. The GE offered a $5,000 reward for the
arrest and conviction of the killer, but the
suspected killer hanged himself in his jail cell in
Salem, New York. Nonetheless, the father's death
left more than sufficient wealth to the family.
With the money, her mother decided to move to

Katharine Blodgett also worked on wartime
technology and meteorological sciences. She
developed a better smokescreen where only two
quarts of oil could be vaporized to cover several
acres, the smoke would remain in the air a long
time due to the molecule-sized particles. She
then developed a device to measure humidity
rapidly as weather balloons ascended into the
upper atmosphere.

New York City with Katharine and her son
George Jr. In 1901, the family moved to France
for several years so that the kids would become
bilingual. They returned to New York for a year in
which Katherine attended school in Saranac
Lake, where she got a better education than
most girls at the time showing a talent for
mathematics and physics.
After getting her Bachelors at Bryn Mawr College

Katherine Blodgett was truly an accomplished
scientist for her age and time.

in 1917 she pursued a master's at the University
of

Chicago.

At

age

21,

she

published

an

important paper on gas mask materials in the
Physical Review.
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Recommendations
of the Month

SERIES: BRIDGERTON
"Sumptuous design, soapy drama, and a sterling

COMPILED BY: SOFIA BRUNAMONTI BINELLO
AND ELIZAVETA KATIUSHINA

BOOK: WHITE NIGHTS (1848), FYODOR
DOSTOEVSKY

cast make Bridgerton a delightful treat."
Wealth, lust, and betrayal set against the
backdrop

of

Regency-era

England,

seen

through the eyes of the powerful Bridgerton
family.

“The book is a must in my opinion, even if it’s a short
story it is able to strike some deep chords, it’s poetic
and pure, idealistic and romantic.”

Genre: Romance
Premiere Date: December 25, 2020
Creator(s): Chris Van DusenCast: Phoebe

White nights by Fyodor Dostoevsky is a light read,
perfect for a mature audience. It’s a short story in
two parts: the first is a story of a young man who

Dynevor, Regé-Jean Page, Nicola Coughlan
Seasons: 1
Episodes: 10

falls in love with a woman at a park, the second
becomes a commentary (in part inspired by the
previous story) about Russia of the 19th century
— here Dostoevsky let's all the disappointment
for the present and the fear for the future shine
through, boldly.
The

commentary

is

subdivided

into

what

resembles newspaper entries. Like many other
works by Dostoevsky, White Nights was first
published in a newspaper.

FILM: FOCUS
“Will Smith brings all his Slick Willie charm to the
role of Nicky Spurgeon, a con man practically
from the womb"
In the midst of veteran con man Nicky's latest
scheme, a woman from his past - now an
accomplished femme fatale - shows up and
throws his plans for a loop.
Cast: Will Smith, Margot Robbie, Rodrigo
Santoro
Release: March 5, 2015
Director(s):

Glenn

Ficarra,

RequaGenre: Crime, Romance
Producers: Denise Di Novi
Rating: 16 and up
Run time: 1h 45m
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