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MINUTES 
VERNON TOWN COUNCIL 

SPECIAL MEETING 
BUDGET MEETING 

SENIOR CENTER 2ND FLOOR, CONFERENCE ROOM 
26 PARK PLACE 

WEDNESDAY, March 12, 2008 
6:30 P.M. 

Meeting was called to order at 6:35 PM 

Roll Call: 
Present:  Bill Campbell, Daniel Champagne, Mark Etre, Bill Fox, Marie Herbst, Nancy E Herold, Peggy A. 
Jackle, Brian Motola, Pauline Schaefer, Diane Wheelock, Michael Winkler 
Absent:   
Entered During Meeting:  Daniel Anderson (7:15 PM)  
Also Present: Mayor Jason L. McCoy, Town Administrator Christopher Clark, Finance Officer James 
Luddecke, Budget Analyst Diane Luddecke, Recording Secretary Jill Kentfield, Technical Assistant 
Christopher Prue  

 
PUBLIC HEARING: 6:36 PM 

Jason L. McCoy, Mayor, called the Public Hearing to order to receive and hear comments regarding the 
Fiscal Year 2008-2009 Budget of the Town of Vernon. 

The Clerk read the Legal Notice. 

Public comments: 

Tom Didio, 112 Box Mountain Drive:  The Democratic Town Committee Chairperson made statements 
relative to his opposition to the budget. 

Peggy Shea, 27 Fox Hill Drive:  Represents the Rockville High School parents group and requested the 
Town Council not to make any more reductions to the education budget. 

Bill Dauphin, 11 Olive Lane:  Made statements relative to his opposition to the budget. 

James Hoover, 155 Troutstream Drive:  Represents the Taxpayers Association.  Made statements 
relative to his support for the budget. 

The public hearing closed at 6:48 PM 

Council Member Wheelock, seconded by Council Member Jackle made a motion to reconvene the 
budget review discussions.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
PRESENTATION: 

 James Luddecke, Finance Officer and Treasurer was present to discuss the Budget 2008-2009 overview 
to the Town Council prior to beginning of deliberations.  No presentation was necessary 

 
MAYORAL REQUEST: 

 The Mayor hereby requests that each Department Head in attendance present an overview of their 
department Budget to the Town Council prior to their Budget discussion. 

 
BUDGET REVIEW: 

The Town Council shall consider the budgets for FY 2008-2009 for various departments, divisions 
and organizations to include: 
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1. Education 
2. Education-Capital Improvements 
3. Cemetery Operations 
4. Vernon Cemetery Commission 
5. Water Pollution Control Authority 
6. Waste Treatment Plant Operation 
7. Housing Authority-Sewer Subsidy 
8. Data Processing Center 
9. Data Processing 
10. Animal Control 
11. Dog License Account 
12. Engineering 
13. Public Works-Administration 
14. Public Works-General Maintenance 
15. Public Works-Equipment Maintenance 
16. Public Works-Maintenance of Government Buildings 
17. Public Works-Snow Removal 
18. Public Works-Refuse Collection and Disposal 
19. Public Works-Recycling 
20. Public Works-Condominium Refuse 
21. Public Works-Tree Warden 
22. Public Works-Leaf Collection 
23. Center 375 
24. Capital Improvements-Town 

Education: 

Council Member Wheelock seconded by Council Member Jackle made a motion to open tab 12, page 79, 
in the amount of $45,696,823.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Discussion took place.  The Board of Education Interim Superintendent Richard Paskiewicz presented the 
Board of Education Budget.  Town Council members of the Board of Education Budgeting Committee & 
Board of Education Chairpersons were present. 

Council Member Winkler seconded by Council Member Wheelock made a motion to close tab 12, page 
79, account 10990330, in the amount of $45,696,823, motion carried unanimously. 

Education – Capital Improvements: 

Council Member Wheelock seconded by Council Member Schaefer made a motion to open tab 11, page 
76, in the amount of $0.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Council Member Wheelock seconded by Council Member Schaefer made a motion to close tab 11, page 
76, account 10780291, in the amount of $0, motion carried unanimously. 

RECESS:  8:35 PM 

Mayor McCoy requested a 5 minute recess 

The meeting reconvened at 8:50 PM 

Cemetery Operations: 

Council Member Wheelock seconded by Council Member Campbell made a motion to open tab 12, page 
82, in the amount of $258,675.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Discussion took place. 

Council Member Champagne seconded by Council Member Campbell made a motion to close tab 12, 
page 82, account 23342420, in the amount of $258,675, motion carried unanimously. 
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Vernon Cemetery Commission: 

Council Member Wheelock seconded by Council Member Campbell made a motion to open tab 10, page 
74, in the amount of $133,053.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Discussion took place. 

Council Member Wheelock seconded by Council Member Schaefer made a motion to close tab 10, page 
74, account 10826302, in the amount of $133,053, motion carried unanimously. 

Water Pollution Control Authority: 

Council Member Wheelock seconded by Council Member Campbell made a motion to open tab 5, page 
19, in the amount of $13,021.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Brief discussion took place. 

Council Member Wheelock seconded by Council Member Schaefer made a motion to close tab 5, page 
19, account 10116157, in the amount of $13,021, motion carried unanimously. 

Waste Treatment Plant Operation: 

Council Member Wheelock seconded by Council Member Schaefer made a motion to open tab 12, page 
84, in the amount of $5,707,388.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Discussion took place.  Council Member Anderson asked about staffing, there are 24 people in the 
Department with 8 operators at the plant, the Department is looking to hire some entry level employees 
that will be trained prior to seasonal personnel retiring.  The Department spends an extra $3000.00 every 
other year on diesel fuel to top off the 7 remote pumping stations that back up the plant.  Council member 
Anderson asked that they consider coordinating with the Public Works department to bundle with their 
diesel contract.  Regarding the Capitol Outlay increase, the Department is looking to replace vehicles that 
are 17-18 years old, and purchase updated computer hardware and software that runs on a platform 
dated back to 1999 and is no longer supported.  Council member Anderson spoke about having WPCA 
reevaluate this account and come back with a different plan along with an approximate projection of the 
increase in sewer use fees to the March 19th budget meeting.  No vote was taken for either suggestion.   

Council Member Wheelock seconded by Council Member Schaefer made a motion to close tab 12, page 
84, account 41345700, in the amount of $5,707,388, motion carried unanimously. 

Housing Authority Sewer Subsidy: 

Council Member Wheelock seconded by Council Member Champagne made a motion to open tab 10, 
page 73, in the amount of $43,735.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Discussion took place regarding the rate the Housing Authority pays the town. 

Council Member Wheelock seconded by Council Member Schaefer made a motion to close tab 10, page 
73, account 10673282, in the amount of $43,735, motion carried unanimously. 

Data Processing: 

Council Member Wheelock seconded by Council Member Jackle made a motion to open tab 12, page 86, 
in the amount of $562,400.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Discussion took place regarding the new information technology systems in place including internet 
access, e-mail access and connectivity of all Town of Vernon buildings, schools and emergency services.  
New e-mail addresses are first initial last name@vernon-ct.gov. 

Council Member Wheelock seconded by Council Member Schaefer made a motion to close tab 12, page 
86, account 51617710, in the amount of $562,400, motion carried unanimously. 

Extend Curfew:  10:25 PM 

Council Member Wheelock seconded by Council Member Schaefer moved to extend curfew until 
business finished.  Motion failed, Council Members Anderson, Campbell, Etre, Fox, Herbst, Herold, 
Jackle, Motola, Schaeffer opposed. 

mailto:name@vernon-ct.gov
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Council Member Motola seconded by Council Member Herbst made a motion to extend curfew until the 
completion of item #12 and place the Department of Public Works on the agenda first on March 13.  
Motion carried, Council Member Anderson opposed, Council member Campbell abstained. 

Data Processing: 

Council Member Wheelock seconded by Council Member Schaefer made a motion to open tab 5, page 
21, in the amount of $316,697.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Discussion took place. 

Council Member Etre seconded by Council Member Motola made a motion to close tab 5, page 21, 
account 10117160, in the amount of $316,697, motion carried unanimously. 

Animal Control: 

Council Member Wheelock seconded by Council Member Fox made a motion to open tab 6, page 31, in 
the amount of $126,232.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Discussion took place. 

Council Member Campbell seconded by Council Member Wheelock made a motion to close tab 6, page 
31, account 10233188, in the amount of $126,232, motion carried unanimously. 

Dog License Account: 

Council Member Wheelock seconded by Council Member Fox made a motion to open tab 12, page 81, in 
the amount of $36,552.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Council Member Champagne seconded by Council Member Campbell made a motion to close tab 12, 
page 81, account 22233410, in the amount of $36,552, motion carried unanimously. 

Engineering: 

Council Member Wheelock seconded by Council Member Schaefer made a motion to open tab 7, page 
42, in the amount of $267,601.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Discussion took place. 

Council Member Wheelock seconded by Council Member Schaefer made a motion to close tab 7, page 
42, account 10341214, in the amount of $267,601, motion carried unanimously. 

 
Revenue Discussion: 

No discussion 

 
Miscellaneous Accounts Requiring Action: 
None taken 

 
ADJOURN: 10:58 PM 
Council Member Champagne seconded by Council Member Campbell moved to recess the budget 
discussion until March 13, 2008.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Received: March 14, 2008 

Approved: Approved May 6, 2008 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Jill Kentfield 
Recording Secretary 

 
James E. Krupienski, Asst. 
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AMOUNT AMOUNT
TAB PAGE DEPARTMENT CODE PROPOSED APPROVED

#

Public Hearing

12 79 Education 10990330 45,696,823    45,696,823    

11 76 Education - Capital Improvements 10780291 -                    -                    

12 82 Cemetery Operations 23342420 258,675         258,675         

10 74 Vernon Cemetery Commission 10826302 133,053         133,053         

5 19 Water Pollution Control Authority 10116157 13,021           13,021           

12 84 Waste Treatment Plant Operation 41345700 5,707,388      5,707,388      

10 73 Housing Authority - Sewer Subsidy 10673282 43,735           43,735           

12 86 Data Processing Center 51617710 562,400         562,400         

5 21 Data Processing  10117160 316,697         316,697         

6 31 Animal Control 10233188 126,232         126,232         

12 80 Dog License Account 22231417 36,552           36,552           

7 42 Engineering 10341214 267,601         267,601         

7 32 Public Works - Administration 10340200 571,292         

7 33 Public Works - General Maintenance 10340201 1,212,660      

Town Council Budget Hearing
Fiscal Year July 1, 2008 - June 30, 2009

Meeting Date:  Wednesday, March 12, 6:30 p.m. - 2nd Floor, Senior Center

Town of Vernon
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AMOUNT AMOUNT
TAB PAGE DEPARTMENT CODE PROPOSED APPROVED

#

7 34 Public Works - Equipment Maintenance 10340202 730,960         

7 35 Public Works - Maintenance of Government Building 10340203 853,439         

7 36 Public Works - Snow Removal 10340204 194,740         

7 37 Public Works - Refuse Collection and Disposal 10340205 1,342,927      

7 38 Public Works - Recycling 10340206 367,527         

7 39 Public Works - Condominium Refuse 10340207 4,458             

7 40 Public Works - Tree Warden 10340208 10,680           

7 41 Public Works - Leaf Collection 10340209 121,725         

12 85 Center 375 42340704 247,868         

11 75 Capital Improvements - Town 10780290 150,000         

Miscellaneous Accounts Requiring Action:

Town Council Budget Hearing
Fiscal Year July 1, 2008 - June 30, 2009
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