PREPARING FOR MARRIAGE
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The Sacrament of Mariage

Marriage, like every sacrament is a sacred event in the life of the
Church. The entire Church celebrates with you. The Catechism of
the Church describes Marriage in this way:

1659. St . Paul sai d: OHusbands, |
the Church.... This is a great mystery, and | mean in reference to

Christ and the Churchbo

1660.
form with each other an intimate communion of life and love,
has been endowed with its own special laws of the Creator. By
its very nature it is ordered to the good of the couple, as well as

Christ the Lord

raised marriage between the baptized to the dignity of a

sacrament (cf. CIC, can. 1055 § 1; cf. GS 48 § 1).

The marriage covenant, by which a man and a woman

to the generation and education of children.

1661. The sacrament of Matrimony signifies the union of Christ
and the Church. It gives spouses the grace to love each other
with the love which Christ has loved his Church; the grace of
the sacrament thus perfects the human love of the spouses,
strengthens their indissoluble unity, and sanctifies them on
their way to eternal life (cf. Council of Trent: DS 1799).

1662.
parties, that is, on their will to give themselves, each to the

Marriage is based on the consent of the contracting

other, mutually and definitively, in order to live a covenant of
faithful and fruitful love.

1663. Since marriage establishes the couple in a public state of
life in the Church, it is fitting that its celebration be public, in a
framework of a liturgical celebration, before the priest (or a
witness authorized by the Church), the witnesses, and the
assembly of the faithful.

Your marriage is sanctified before God and before the whole
Church as well as your family and friends who come to join you
for this celebration.

The context of your marriage presumes a faith in God, and in the
sacredness of this sacramental action. While your wedding
involves you and your family, that is only part of the picture. Your
wedding is a celebration of the faith of the parish community and
the Church. Because of this, there is a specific liturgy for marriage
that clarifies the sacredness of this event and its place in the life of

the Church.

(Eph 5:

ovVv
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1621.

1622.

1623.

The Celebration of Mariage

Again the Catechism instructs us:

In the Latin Rite the celebration of marriage
between two Catholic faithful normally takes place
during Holy Mass, because of the connection of all the
sacraments with the Pascal mystery of Christ. [120] In
the Eucharist the memorial of the New Covenant is
realized, the New Covenant in which Christ has united
himself for ever to the Church, his beloved bride for
whom he gave himself up. [121] It is therefore fitting
that the spouses should seal their consent to give
themselves to each other through the offering of their
own lives by uniting it to the offering of Christ for his
Church made present in the Eucharistic sacrifice, and
by receiving the Eucharist so that, communicating in
the same Body and the same Blood of Christ, they may
form but oO0one bodyd in
action of
the celebration  of
marriage...must be, per se, valid, worthy, and
fruitf ulistbhereforke 2apprppriate for the bride
and groom to prepare themselves for the celebration
of their marriage by receiving the sacrament of
penance.

olnasmuch as it is a sacramental

sanctification, liturgical

In the Latin Church, it is ordinarily understood
t hat t he as mi
mutually confer upon each other the Sacrament of

Sspouses,

Matrimony by expressing their consent before the
Church.

: 1624. The various liturgies abound
in prayers of blessing and epiclesis
Godds

new couple, especially the bride. In

asking grace
the epiclesis of this sacrament the
spouses receive the Holy Spirit as the
communion of love of Christ and the Church. [124] The
Holy Spirit is the seal of their covenant, the ever-
available source of their love and strength to renew
their fidelity.
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VIDEOTAPING
Two to three camera positions are allowed and
designated for videotaping at fixed locations in the
church. Cameras may not be moved around during the
ceremony. Atrtificial lights and portable sound systems
are not permitted. It is not permitted to tap into the
electronic outlets or sound system of the church.

Wireless microphones may be used with the priest's

permission only.
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FLOWERS, CANDLES AND DECORATIONS g
[}
Flowers [<]
&
FI owers add beauty to a weddtiwbgl,owaenrd aDirva ngiee nCe
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weekend. Your flornsteshébulkd bhangahl owefgsbe
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the flower girls.

Unity Candle

Thd&nity Can dnoet part of the Catholic Rite o
per mitted.

Aisle Runners

Ai sl e rumNOdper nairtet ed at Divine Child because
people tripping.

Other Decorations
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Rice, Confetti, Glitter, etc.
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