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²ƘŀǘΩǎ bŜǿΚ 
Check here for a quick summary of any new updates to guidance & protocols
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DATE ²ƘŀǘΩǎ bŜǿ όƻǊ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜŘύ

09/05/2020 Slide 45 ς{ŎƘƻƻƭ IŜŀƭǘƘ CƻǊƳΦ  b¸ {ǘŀǘŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ŀ ƴƻǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ άwŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ {ŎƘƻƻƭέ ƛŦ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘo a student or faculty/staff member:  develop any COVID19 
symptoms; get tested for COVID19; are exposed to anyone with COVID19.
For SIA, please complete the SIA Return to School form available from the school nurse.

09/05/2020 Slide 46 ςRevised slide to show more conservative NY State Criteria for ending home isolation:
wŜǉǳƛǊŜ ά!ǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ 72hours* have passed since resolution of fever without the use of fever-reducing medicationsŀƴŘΧέ wŜǇƭŀŎŜǎ /5/Ωǎ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ нп ƘƻǳǊǎΦ

9/24/2020 Slide 30 - Outdoor seating, social distancing 

10/5/20 Slide 10 ςKnow your risks 
Slide 13 ςfaculty staff Flu Shots complete
Slide 28- Students working in Kearns Hall Computer Lab 
Slides 30 & 43 ςClarify close contact
Slide 36ςAthletic Protocols updates
Slide 43 ςUpdating Testing Protocol 

10/20/20 Slides 9,30,32& 43 Updating Close Contact

1/6/2021 Slides 20,31,33 and 34 tents not used Januarythrough March
Slide 24 with Nurse contact information
Slide 32 Middle School cohort adjustment
Slide 42 Added the Department of Health for clearance 
Slide 43 quarantine changed to 10 days added PCR
Slide 47 removed return to school form and updated information 
Slide 48 added Department of Health 
Slide 50 quarantine changed to 10 days 
Slide 54 quarantine changed to 10 days 

2/2/2021 Slide 47 Travel
Slide 48 Large Gatherings

TIP: Stay up-to-date and in the know!

Review the guidance andspecifically this 
summary page to ensure you are getting the 
latest information about school COVID-19 
guidance & protocols.

We learn more every week on how to keep out 
communities safe.
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Stronger Together
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Successful students τachieving their goals in school and in life τare at the heart 

of the learning community that is Staten Island Academy. An independent, co-

educational, college prep school for Pre-Kindergarten through Grade 12, the 

Academy provides an inspiring balance of intellectual challenge, exploration, 

service, and opportunity. Our students learn to be critical thinkers, ethical leaders, 

and self-reliant problem solvers, who are equipped to navigate a complex and 

ever-changing world. We prepare our students to become life-long 

learners.Academy students find their own voices, develop their talents, and raise 

their aspirations. Staten Island Academy proudly recognizes, respects, and affirms 

the dignity and worth of all members of our community.



Overview:  Why are the educational and medical leaders recommending in-person learning?
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American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) Statement (06/25/2020)

The AAP strongly advocates that all policy considerations for the coming school year should start with a 

goal of having students physically present in school.*

1. The importance of in-person learning is well-documented, and there is already evidence of the negative 

impacts on children because of school closures in the spring of 2020.

2. SARS-CoV-2 [virus that causes COVID-19] appears to behave differently in children and adolescents than other 

common respiratory viruses, such as influenza, on which much of the current guidance regarding school closures 

is based.  Although children and adolescents play a major role in amplifying influenza outbreaks, to date, this 

does not appear to be the case with SARS-CoV-2.  Although many questions remain, the preponderance of 

evidence indicates that children and adolescents are less likely to be symptomatic and less likely to have severe 

disease resulting from SARS-CoV-2 infection.  In addition, children may be less likely to become infected and to 

spread infection.  

3. Finally, policy makers should acknowledge that COVID-19 policies are intended to mitigate, not eliminate, risk. 

No single action or set of actions will completely eliminate the risk of SARS-CoV-2 transmission, but 

implementation of several coordinated interventions can greatly reduce that risk. 

References:  American Academy of Pediatrics, COVID-19 Planning Considerations: Guidance for School Re-entry. 
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/ 
Accessed 08/04/2020. 

about:blank


Full Introductory Statement Ą American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP)

2/2/2021 SIA Re-opening Plan 2020 Fall 6

American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) Statement (06/25/2020)

The AAP strongly advocates that all policy considerations for the coming school year should start with a goal of having 

students physically present in school. The importance of in-person learning is well-documented, and there is already evidence of 

the negative impacts on children because of school closures in the spring of 2020. Lengthy time away from school and associated

interruption of supportive services often results in social isolation, making it difficult for schools to identify and address important 

learning deficits as well as child and adolescent physical or sexual abuse, substance use, depression, and suicidal ideation. This, in 

turn, places children and adolescents at considerable risk of morbidity and, in some cases, mortality.  Beyond the educational impact 

and social impact of school closures, there has been substantial impact on food security and physical activity for children and 

families.

Policy makers must also consider the mounting evidence regarding COVID-19 in children and adolescents, including the role they 

may play in transmission of the infection.  SARS-CoV-2 appears to behave differently in children and adolescents than other common 

respiratory viruses, such as influenza, on which much of the current guidance regarding school closures is based.  Although children 

and adolescents play a major role in amplifying influenza outbreaks, to date, this does not appear to be the case with SARS-CoV-2.  

Although many questions remain, the preponderance of evidence indicates that children and adolescents are less likely to be 

symptomatic and less likely to have severe disease resulting from SARS-CoV-2 infection.  In addition, children may be less likely to 

become infected and to spread infection.  Policies to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 within schools must be balanced with the 

known harms to children, adolescents, families, and the community by keeping children at home.

Finally, policy makers should acknowledge that COVID-19 policies are intended to mitigate, not eliminate, risk.  No single action or set 

of actions will completely eliminate the risk of SARS-CoV-2 transmission, but implementation of several coordinated interventions can 

greatly reduce that risk.  For example, where physical distance cannot be maintained, students (over the age of 2 years) and staff can 

wear face coverings (when feasible).  In the following sections, we review some general principles that policy makers should consider 

as they plan for the coming school year.  For all of these, education for the entire school community regarding these measures should 

begin early, ideally at least several weeks before the start of the school year.

References:  American Academy of Pediatrics, COVID-19 Planning Considerations: Guidance for School Re-entry. 
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/ 
Accessed 08/04/2020. 

https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/


Overview:  What is COVID-19?

Å COVID-19 is a viral infectious disease caused by a novel coronavirus

Å The virus that causes COVID-19 is called SARS-CoV-2

Å SARS-CoV-2 is a novel coronavirus ςsame viral family as the common cold virus

Å Discovered in late 2019

ÅDƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ά/h±L5-мфέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ǾƛǊǳǎ ϧ ȅŜŀǊ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ
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Overview:  What are the symptoms of COVID-19?
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Symptoms of COVID-19
People with COVID-19 have had a wide range of symptoms reported ςranging from mild symptoms to severe illness. Symptoms may 
appear2-14 days after exposureto the virus.

Children may be less likely to present with fever as an initial symptom and may only have gastrointestinal (GI) tract symptoms.

ÅFever (100.0 F or higher)
ÅChills, feverish (feeling feverish but temperature <100.4 F), shaking chills, flushed face when at rest
ÅCough 
ÅDifficulty breathing or shortness of breath
ÅNew loss of smell or taste
ÅSore throat
ÅHeadache, when in combination with other symptoms on this list
ÅMuscle aches or body aches
ÅFatigue, when in combination with other symptoms on this list
ÅNausea, vomiting or diarrhea
ÅNasal congestion or runny nose (not due to other known causes such as allergies), when in 

combination with other symptoms

WEB LINK:  CDC Symptoms of COVID-19

PDF:  CDC Symptoms of COVID-19

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
about:blank


Overview: How is 
COVID-19 spread?

Å The virus is thought to spread mainly from person-to-
person.

Å Close contact with one another. (within about 6 feet 
without a mask and for 10 minutes)

Å Respiratory droplets produced when an infected 
person coughs, sneezes, or talks.

Å COVID-19 may be spread by people who are not 
showing symptoms.

Å It may be possible that a person can get COVID-19 
by touching a surface or object that has the virus on itand 
then touching their own mouth, nose, or possibly their eyes. 
This is not thought to be the main way the virus spreads.

Å COVID-19 virus denatures (viability declines) when on 
surfaces

Å COVID-19 (SARS-CoV-2 virus) found to be more stable 
on plasticand stainless steelthan on copper and 
cardboard
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Your best protections 
against COVID-19
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October 5, 2020

Although the COVID positive cases on Staten Island 

have been low, we are seeing aslightuptick in some 

areas, including our 10304 zip code.

We canôt let our guard down, so we must stay as 

diligent with safety precautions as we have from the 

beginning. 

Continue to wear your face mask properly at all times 

when outside of your home, hand sanitize as 

frequently as possible and avoid gatherings; 

including parties and casual hangouts.

We know it is difficult, but we all must do our part to 

keep each other safe and our school open for in-

person instruction.

Use this chart to better knowyour risks. 



Overview: How to prevent the spread of COVID-19 & keep our 
friends & family safe?
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Your best protections against COVID-19

Masks are required
Face Shieldsare strongly 
encouraged for adults & for any 
households with high risk

Wash your hands ςa 
lot!

Observe social 
distancing cues & use 

of barriers

Cleaning high touch 
surface areas

Stay home when sick, 
except to get medical 

care.

CDC YouTube: COVID-19 Stop the Spread of 
Germs
PDF: Stop the Spread of Germs

about:blank
about:blank


Overview: How to reduce the risk of 
spreading COVID-19?

2/2/2021 SIA Re-opening Plan 2020 Fall 12

Multiple layers of risk reductionςtaken all 
together help to greatly reduce the risk of COVID-
19 spreading

Stay home when sick
Two tiers of assessment

Swiss cheese model for risk analysis

Tier One
1) Daily Health 
Questionnaire 

for all on-
campus 

community 
with home 

temperature 
check

Tier Two
2) On-site 

temperature 
check

Required Face 
Masks for ALL

(students; 
faculty;  staff; 

vendors)

SIA Adults 
(Faculty; Staff) ς
Required Face 

Masks andFace 
Shields

Washing 
hands

&
Hand 

sanitizer

Social 
distancing 

cues
&

Barriers

Environmental 
controls

Cleaning & 
Disinfecting

Ventilation

Layers of steps ςtaken together ςto mitigate risk of COVID-19 spread

+ + + +



.Ŝǎǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΧ
Get your flu shot early this year ςstarting in August 2020
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Flu season typically runs October ςApril.

Flu vaccines are usually available starting in 
August.

On-site Flu Clinic for Faculty/Staff scheduled for September 15(Tuesday)


