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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T55vZAITLI8




ACT Benchmarks
Are my students ready for college and career?



● The ACT followed students from high school to their 

first year of college and beyond. 

ACT College Readiness Benchmarks



● The ACT followed students from high school to their 

first year of college and beyond. 

ACT College Readiness Benchmarks



ACT College Readiness Benchmarks

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1EQOFh7nL2oF93Lr63kcvXRzwKp_ka_Yp/view


● Benchmarks are the minimum scores needed to 

indicate a 50% chance of B or higher or 75% of a C or 

higher their freshman year.

ACT College Readiness Benchmarks



● Benchmarks are the minimum scores needed to 

indicate a 50% chance of B or higher or 75% of a C or 

higher their freshman year.

● These benchmarks help identify

○ Students ready for credit-bearing courses

○ Students who need more academic support

ACT College Readiness Benchmarks



Any questions about 

ACT Benchmarks?



ACT Reporting Categories
How can I use the ACT Results 

in my classroom?



English

● POW Production of Writing

● KLA Knowledge of Language

● CSE Conventions of Standard 

English

Mathematics

● PHM Preparing for Higher Math

○ N Number & Quantity

○ A Algebra

○ F Functions

○ G Geometry

○ S Statistics & Probability

● IES Integrating Essential Skills

● Modeling

Reading

● KID Key Ideas & Details

● CS Craft & Structure

● IKI Integration of Knowledge & Ideas

Science

● IOD Interpretation of Data

● SIN Scientific Investigation

● EMI Evaluation of Models, 

Inferences, & Experimental Results

ACT Reporting Categories



Interactive Student ACT Score Report

http://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/interactive_new_act_student_report.pdf


English

3 Reporting Categories



English

3 Reporting Categories





English

Benchmark 

is 18

Math 

Benchmark 

is 22

Reading

Benchmark 

is 22

Science

Benchmark 

is 23

How many questions 

are needed to hit the 

benchmark?



Math

8 Reporting Categories



● Math is the only section to go from easiest to 

hardest.

Understanding the Reporting Categories



Math is divided into 8 

Reporting Categories

Preparing for 

High Math 

score 

includes 

these topics



Math is divided into 8 

Reporting Categories

Preparing for 

High Math 

score 

includes 

these topics

Concepts 

learned 

BEFORE 

8th grade



● 40-43% of the questions on the Math section 

are the concepts learned before 8th grade.

Understanding the Reporting Categories



● 40-43% of the questions on the Math section 

are the concepts learned before 8th grade.

● Review the basics and focus on the first half.

Understanding the Reporting Categories





English

Benchmark 

is 18

Math 

Benchmark 

is 22

Reading

Benchmark 

is 22

Science

Benchmark 

is 23

How many questions 

are needed to hit the 

benchmark?



Reading

3 Reporting Categories



Reading

3 Reporting Categories





English

Benchmark 

is 18

Math 

Benchmark 

is 22

Reading

Benchmark 

is 22

Science

Benchmark 

is 23

Raw to Scale Score 

Conversion varies from 

test to test, but they 

remain very similar



Science

3 Reporting Categories



Science

3 Reporting Categories





English

Benchmark 

is 18

Math 

Benchmark 

is 22

Reading

Benchmark 

is 22

Science

Benchmark 

is 23

Raw to Scale Score 

Conversion varies from 

test to test, but they 

remain very similar



Any questions about 

ACT Reporting Categories?

Reporting Categories 

Interpretation Guide

https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/wp-2016-05-act-reporting-category-interpretation-guide.pdf




College and Career 

Readiness Standards

ACT Curriculum Alignment

Standards

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1YGoEomalVHEOH-9k2cC_6sXmlnA3-nKC?usp=sharing


POW Production of Writing 

⦁ TOD Topic Development in 

Terms of Purpose & Focus

⦁ ORG  Organization, Unity, and 

Cohesion

KLA Knowledge of Language 

CSE Conventions of Standard 

English Grammar, Usage, and 

Punctuation

⦁ SST  Sentence Structure and 

Formation

⦁ USG Usage Conventions

⦁ PUN Punctuation Conventions





N Number and Quantity 

A Algebra

F Functions

⦁ AF Algebra and 

Functions

G Geometry

S Statistics and Probability





KID Key Ideas and Details 

⦁ CLR Close Reading

⦁ IDT Central Ideas, Themes, and 

Summaries

⦁ REL Relationships

CS Craft and Structure

⦁ WME Word Meanings and Word 

Choice

⦁ TST Text Structure

⦁ PPV Purpose and Point of View

IKI Integration of Knowledge 

and Ideas

⦁ ARG Arguments

⦁ SYN Multiple Texts

TEXT COMPLEXITY RUBRIC





IOD Interpretation of Data 

SIN Scientific Investigation

EMI Evaluation of Models, 

Inferences, and Experimental 

Results

SCIENCE CONTENT TOPICS





Any questions about 

College and Career

Readiness Standards?
Standards

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1YGoEomalVHEOH-9k2cC_6sXmlnA3-nKC?usp=sharing


ACT Updates



● How to Calculate your Superscore

● Colleges set their own policies regarding 

superscoring. 

● Students should contact the College Admission 

Offices

ACT Superscoring

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/students-and-parents/college-planning-articles/how-to-calculate-your-act-superscore.html


● Students must first take a full ACT test.

● Students may take up to three section retests on any 

test date.

● No limits on the number of times a student may take a 

retest.  

● Offered seven times a year, on the same dates as the 

national ACT test. 

● FAQs from website

Section Retesting

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/new-act-options/section-retesting.html


Any questions about 

ACT Updates?



Practice Test Reports







23% of your Juniors Hit all 

4 of the ACT Benchmarks



Reporting Categories



Each section of the 

ACT is broken down 

into subsections, or 

Reporting Categories, 

to help identify 

strengths and 

weaknesses.



English

● POW Production of Writing

● KLA Knowledge of Language

● CSE Conventions of Standard 

English

Mathematics

● PHM Preparing for Higher Math

○ N Number & Quantity

○ A Algebra

○ F Functions

○ G Geometry

○ S Statistics & Probability

● IES Integrating Essential Skills

● Modeling

Reading

● KID Key Ideas & Details

● CS Craft & Structure

● IKI Integration of Knowledge & Ideas

Science

● IOD Interpretation of Data

● SIN Scientific Investigation

● EMI Evaluation of Models, 

Inferences, & Experimental Results

ACT Reporting Categories





Student Data

● Use the Page Number column to find the 

Individual Score Reports for each student

● Composite Scores

● ENGLISH

● MATH

● READING

● SCIENCE



Student Data

● Total Benchmarks each student reached

○ English 18 Benchmark

○ Math 22 Benchmark

○ Reading 22 Benchmark

○ Science 23 Benchmark

● Reporting Categories listed for each subject 

from the Practice Test







Individual Score Reports

Includes Composite Score 

along with each Subject 

Score

Students can 

compare the 

correct answer with 

their response

Student Info School Info



Individual Score Reports

To locate a specific report: 

● Start with Gradebook

● Look for Page Number

● Find in Individual 

Score Reports

Student Info School Info



Student Response Report
Answer Key along the top



Response Frequency
Percentage of Students who Answered each Question

*Need to download from Google Drive to see the bar graph



● Green - Correct Answer

● Red - Incorrect Answer

● Yellow - Distractor 
○ (Students selected this option MORE than the 

correct answer)

Item Analysis
Scroll down for each section: 

English, Math, Reading, and Science



● Green - Correct Answer

● Red - Incorrect Answer

● Yellow - Distractor 
○ (Students selected this option MORE than the 

correct answer)

*Need to download from Google Drive to see the bar graph



● Green - Correct Answer

● Red - Incorrect Answer

● Yellow - Distractor 
○ (Students selected this option MORE than the 

correct answer)

*Need to download from Google Drive to see the bar graph




