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Dear Parents and Friends,

The children in Year 5 have been creating some wonderful story videos,inspired 
ōȅ ǘƘŜ ΨWǳǎǘ {ƻΩ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΣwhich I have really enjoyedviewing.The format of the 
stories will be familiar to many andour studentshave done a wonderful job 
in re-imagining and telling stories of their own with excitement and 
emotion.The animals in the stories are, like us all, influenced by their 
environments and experiences and are seen to change and develop based on 
these factors.

In a similar way, I often think about what the current restrictions of lockdown will 
mean for us, and especially for our children, moving forward. I share your 
concerns about how so many of the wonderful aspects of being together that are 
ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ L ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ 
constantly hopeful about how our children willalsodevelop positively from this 
period.Witnessing all that our children are achieving through their online 
learning and collaboration with each other fills me with pride and joy. I have been 
impressed withall of their creativity, their resilience and their hopefulness. I am 
always excited bytheir passionfor learning. As challenging as circumstances are 
for us all, if this is the tale of how our children became more resilient, creative 
and collaborative, then we can be hopeful about the future.

Whilst being excited and hopeful about what our children, with your support, are 
achieving, we must continue to be mindful of the negative effects thatlockdown 
has on young people.We will all have first-hand experience of the effects of 
ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ŀƭƭ ǿŜ 
can to understand these challenges and promote good mental health.Next week 
is/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aŜƴǘŀƭ IŜŀƭǘƘ ²ŜŜƪŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ Ψ9ȄǇǊŜǎǎ¸ƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΩ ǿŜ 
will be finding ways to share feelings, thoughts, or ideas, through 
creativity.Youcanfind all the details inMrstŀƛƴΩǎ {ŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘƛƴƎ /ƻǊƴŜǊ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ 
to the newsletter.

[ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΣ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ 
information aboutupcoming reports and parent consultation evenings. We look 
forward to using this as a good opportunity to connectwith you and discuss your 
ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΦ

My continued thanks for your supportthroughout this term. I hope that you 
ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
children have been learning.

John Evans
Headmaster, Junior School

Best wishes for a relaxing and safe weekend.

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/


SafeguardingCornerSafeguarding Corner

Next week is Childrenôs Mental Health Week between 1st and 

7th February 2021. There has never been a more important time to 

focus on our childrenôs mental health inage appropriate ways. The 

pandemic has affected our normal lives in so many ways; as adults this 

can be difficult to comprehend, especially in an ever-changing world, 

and for our children it can make the world seem a very confusing 

place.

Childrenôs Mental Health Week provides an opportunity for us to focus 

on wellbeing and mental health and your Friday email this 

week details the activities that the children can participate in next 

week.

Children will respond differently to lockdown and to the uncertainty that 

the pandemic has brought. In my whole school assembly this week, we 

looked at the symbolism of a rainbow as well as exploring feelings we 

may currently have. Some pupils may enjoy increased family time, 

online learning and staying at home whilst others may feel angry that 

they are not able to socialise with their friends or continue with their 

normal activities. Children will react in different ways and present their 

feelings in different ways. It is important to acknowledge that these 

feelings are normal and acceptable; it is how we manage our feelings 

that is important. Our children need to know that it is ok not to be ok.

During Childrenôs Mental Health Week, we will work with our pupils to 

help them to express themselves and to share their feelings. Our 

weekly wellbeing Wednesday sessions equip pupils with strategies and 

skills to look after their mental wellbeing. In addition, all pupils have 

access to the wellbeing section of Firefly. This is divided into 

three sections; Nursery and Reception, Year 1 and 2, Upper Juniors. 

Within these sections are a wealth of resources to explore and manage 

feelings as well as supporting pupilôs mental wellbeing. I would 

encourage you to explore these with your child.

We are incredibly lucky to be a part of such a supportive community and 

it is heartening to see our pupils looking after each other even when we 

are physically apart. If you have any concerns about your childôs 

wellbeing or mental health, please do contact their class teacher in the 

first instance.

Mrs Sarah Pain

Deputy Head ïPastoral



Nurseryõs Creativity is inspired 

bǳǊǎŜǊȅ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǊŜƳƻǘŜƭȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

Ψ¢ƘǊŜŜ .ƛƭƭȅ Dƻŀǘǎ DǊǳŦŦΩ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾƛǘȅΧ



This week in Reception Squirrels and Foxes, we have been reading 'The Lighthouse 
YŜŜǇŜǊϥǎ [ǳƴŎƘΨ. Inspired by this, the children have created some delicious picnic 
lists and written a letter to Mr Grinling.

Squirrels and Foxes

Daniel
Harrison

Isabel

Anastasia

In Maths we have 
been learning 
about repeated 
patterns. The 
children have 
found objects from 
home and 
developed their 
own under the sea 
inspired patterns. 



Our 'Well Being Wednesday' was very active this week. The 
teachers and children took part ina 'Roll The Dice Challenge'. The 
free style 'Dance Party' was lots of fun.We have had fun with Art 
and found time to enjoy the snow!

Daniel

CalebLouis

Leo

Harrison



Our Virtual Aquarium Visit

Aisha

We also went on a virtual tour of a fabulous aquarium in Georgia, America - one 
of the largest in the world. We made our own Rainbow fish and pretended we 
were at the aquarium by standing in front of the big screen.

Isabel Dylan

Khalil Elliot

TristanPhoebe

Even Mrs Payne and Mrs Hall 
had fun under the sea.



Year 1

Aisha

In English this week, Year 1 have been busy planning and writing their own 
stories, based on the story of 'Corduroy Bear'. The children have written and 
illustrated some fabulous stories and they then made their books come alive by 
reading them out with lovely expression!

IŜǊŜ ƛǎ !ƛǎƘŀΩǎ Ŧŀōǳƭƻǳǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ōƻƻƪΦ

Inter-Bubble Snowman Competition.

Result: Draw


