
 

UPPER SCHOOL GLOBAL ISSUES AND 
PERSPECTIVES 

 
 

 
(In 2021-2022 Global Issues and Perspectives will be included for all students in Seminar 11) 

 
The Global Issues and Perspectives course enables students to develop a deeper understanding of the 
interconnectedness and interdependence of the U.N. Sustainable Goals as well as the global 
community. The goal of the course is to:  
 

● Foster an interest in and understanding of diverse cultural perspectives 
● Cultivate the sociocultural knowledge and disposition necessary to interact and engage 

respectfully and effectively with people from diverse backgrounds and experience 
● Empower students to use their foundational knowledge to make sense of the world’s 

interconnectedness and take appropriate action for the promotion of sustainability, social 
justice, equality, and peace. 

 
This course is a one trimester, team-taught, minor class that is a prerequisite for the Junior Journey 
and Global Scholar Honors designation. This course is graded high-pass/pass/fail which is evaluated by 
students participation as this is a discussion-based class. There is little to no homework and no 
assessments.  
 
Course Units: 
 

● Culture: students explore culture, introducing concepts such as individualism/collectivism, 
universalism/particularism,  naïve realism and cultural relativism with the goal of gaining insight 
into how culture affects and is affected by global issues.  

● Religion: students are introduced to the five major world religions; build understanding of 
religious influences in context to social, political, and economic lenses; and study the role of 
religion in global development, social movements, ethics/law, gender norms, and 
conflict/peacebuilding through case studies. 

● Women and Development: students develop a greater understanding of women’s position in 
the developing world and why that matters, as well as flex their nascent entrepreneurial skills 
by creating their own non-profit government organization on women’s issues.  

● Environment/Sustainability: students explore the environmental impact of human population 
growth on the loss of biodiversity; the three spheres of sustainability (economic, social, and 
environmental); and their own ecological footprints. 

● Government and Economics: students learn about the circular flow of the economy and how 
governments affect order, quality of life, and freedom.  

 

 


