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What You Should Already Know
There are no prerequisites for this course. To be successful you should
have a desire to write. Even better would be that you enjoy writing.

Learning Outcomes
Read fiction to enjoy the overall effect and to recognize, at least in
part, how the author achieved that effect by using the elements of
creative writing discussed in this course.
Create believable short stories or plot outlines with tension and
conflict that keep the reader's interest.
Create characters in a short story who are believable and interesting
enough that the reader will care about what happens to them.
Choose the best point-of-view from which to tell your story.
Use description in a story in a way that will advance the plot and
reveal character.
Create dialogue that sounds realistic and reveals what you want the
readers to know about the characters.
Establish a tone that matches the message of the story.
Determine what your theme will be before writing your story.
Rewrite in such a way as to improve earlier drafts of a story.

Course Materials
There is no required textbook for this course. All the required reading is in
this course. However, I encourage you to read other short stories on your
own—bookstores and libraries have volumes of short stories for you to
choose from. Read to discover just how the author accomplishes his or her
effects.
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*Please note that this course was written by Karen Schlosser, M.A. Any
first person reference is that of the author and not the instructor that might
be teaching this course.

Course Organization

Assignments
Most of the objectives in this course are followed by a self check quiz.
These computer-graded quizzes do not count toward your grade. If you
pay attention and do well they will prepare you for the quizzes and for the
final exam.

This course consists of 9 units. Most units end with a quiz. These
computer-graded assignments count toward your grade and are one of the
best ways to prepare for the final exam.

You will create a writing portfolio through this course. After you complete
a writing assignment save it in a secure place. You will submit these in 2
different submissions. Be sure you have completed and submitted every
assignment associated with the portfolio before you submit it.
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Exams
The final exam consists of matching questions, short answer questions,
and writing/rewriting exercises. You must pass the exam with at least
60% to receive credit for this course.

(Back to top)

Grading
Here is the grade breakdown for this course:

Assignment Percentage Weight

Unit 1 Quiz 5%

Unit 2 Quiz 5%

Unit 3 Quiz 5%

Unit 5 Quiz 5%

Unit 6 Quiz 5%



Assignment Percentage Weight

Unit 7 Quiz 5%

Unit 8 Quiz 5%

Portfolio Submission 1 25%

Portfolio Submission 2 25%

Final Exam 15%

Your final grade will be determined using this grading scale:

Grading Scale

A 100–90%

A− 89–85%

B+ 84–80%

B 79–75%

B− 74–70%

C+ 69–65%

C 64–60%

C− 59–55%

D+ 54–50%

D 49–45%

D− 44–40%

E (fail) 39% or below

NOTE: If you do not pass the final exam with a 60% or higher, you will
not recieve credit for this course.

Copyright Notice
The materials used in connection with this online course are only for the
use of students enrolled in this course for purposes associated with this
course and may not be retained or further disseminated. Any copying or
further dissemination of these materials may be subject to applicable U.S.



Copyright Laws. For questions or more information, please visit the BYU
Copyright Licensing Office (https://sites.lib.byu.edu/copyright/)
website.

“Members of the BYU community who willfully disregard this Copyright
Policy or the BYU Copyright Guidelines place themselves individually at
risk of legal action and may incur personal liability for their conduct. The
unauthorized use or distribution of copyrighted material, including
unauthorized peer-to-peer file sharing, may subject individuals to civil
and criminal liabilities, including actual and statutory damages, costs
and fees of litigation, fines, and imprisonment…

Violations of the Copyright Policy may result in university disciplinary
action including termination of university enrollment or employment.”
(Emphasis added. Excerpt taken from the BYU Copyright Policy
(https://policy.byu.edu/view/index.php?p=36))

(Back to top)

Accessibility Notice
BYU is committed to providing a working and learning atmosphere which
reasonably accommodates persons with disabilities who are otherwise
qualified to participate in BYU's programs and activities. In this spirit,
BYU Independent Study aspires to improve web accessibility for users.
While not required by law, the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines
(WCAG) 2.0 Levels A and AA provide a wide range of helpful
recommendations to make Web content more accessible. BYU
Independent Study strives to apply WCAG 2.0 recommendations where
feasible, but may deviate from any recommendations that would result in
an undue hardship to BYU Independent Study or alterations to program
and course content and objectives. If you have questions about
accessibility, or if you need to report problems with any accessibility
features please see our Accessibilities and Accommodations Web Page
(https://is.byu.edu/support/accommodations).
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