


VCS Literacy Coach Claire
Noonan Visits Ugandan
Water Project Site

This summer, while on an African gorilla
trekking expedition, VCS Literacy Coach
Claire Noonan took the time to travel to
the VCS Ugandan Water Project site on
her own.

“It was so exciting to see firsthand the
impact of Victor students across the world.
With the generous support of the Victor
School community, the Ugandan Water
Project was able to fund a clean water tank
and filters for an elementary school in
Entebbe. Students are now able to access
clean water without having to walk the five
or six miles to the local water source. They
no longer must boil water for consump-
tion, bathing, or cooking. Due to this ac-
cess to clean water, the school has seen an
increase in enrollment from 250 students
to 390. The director of the school claims
this is a direct result of the water filtration
system,” she said.

Senior High
School

Welcomes
Two Foreign
Exchange
Students

VCS is proud of the global education we
provide students. One way we help stu-
dents expand their horizons is by hosting
foreign exchange students who live and
learn with them for an entire school year.

This year, the Senior High School
proudly welcomes 17 year old Linn
Brorsson from Sweden and 17 year old
Joaquin Ellena Murature from Argentina.
Brorsson, who is staying with Laurie and
Bob Estochen comes to VCS through the
AFS program. Murature, a Rotary Interna-
tional student is residing with Laurie and
Damien Herbert for the year.

Linn has been making the most of her
Victor Blue Devil experience by participat-
ing on the girls soccer team. This winter,
she also hopes to join the basketball team.
Joaquin is equally busy engaging with his
new American friends as a member of
the boys soccer team and International
lub. Both
tudents say
hey abso-
utely love
he school
pirit VCS

as!
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Campus Construction Highlights

Big Changes

The VCS campus was bursting with activ-
ity this summer with a variety of construc-
tion projects, both large and small.

The most noticeable change can be
found at the Early Childhood School
where workers installed new parking lots
and a bus loop. This new configuration
consists of three separate areas, a desig-
nated student drop off space, a bus lot/
loop that can hold fifty buses (the previous
space could only house ten buses), and a
staff parking lot.

Chris Marshall, VCS Director of Facili-
ties, said there are several benefits associ-
ated with the new space. “Now, we no
longer have to stage buses on High Street
or on our campus roads waiting for an
open spot in the loop and the buses all
go in at once and hold in place. They also
release all of the students at the same time.
It’s much safer.” Marshall said the Victor-
Farmington ambulance and Sheriff’s offices
are especially pleased with the backup
reduction on High Street for obvious
safety reasons.

VECS Classroom Addition

Other large projects still underway on
campus are a second floor addition at the
Early Childhood School above the new
south west wing of the building and a
gymnasium addition at the Intermedi-
ate School. Marshall said the structural
steel and roof on the VECS addition have
already been installed and this addition is
expected to be completed by February at
the very latest. While the gymnasium ad-
dition at the VIS is on schedule, work on
this project is not expected to be complet-
ed until September, 2019.

VIS Gymnasium
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VIS Gymnasium
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Other Construction Work:

Primary School:
Half of the ceilings in the building have
been replaced.

New hallway flooring will be installed
in late October.

New boiler piping is being installed
in the hallways. This work will continue
throughout the school year. The final
boiler replacement will take place next
summer.

Intermediate School:
New roofing has been installed.

Junior High School:
Converting the old JH girls’ locker
room into an occupational/physical
therapy room. Anticipated completion
is December, 2018.

Library renovation to begin in
December, 2018. Project completion
is slated for September, 2019.

Senior High:

Roof replacement work.

Other work:
Installation of energy performance LED

lighting in all buildings has begun. Twenty
percent of this campus-wide work is com-
plete. The expected completion date for all

of this work is September, 2019.

VECS Classroom Addition ~ Architect Rendering

VIS Gymnasium ~ Architect Rendering
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PeachJar Flyer
System Replaces
What's Happening

Last spring, VCS introduced a brand new
flyer system on its website that replaced
the What’s Happening publication that

was sent through the superintendent’s and
principals’ enews publications. PeachJar

is designed to advertise activities going

on at VCS in a more targeted and timely
fashion. With PeachJar, now school clubs
and parent organizations can advertise
their news and information any day of

the week, all school year, not just once-or
twice-a-month during scheduled enews
deliveries. PeachJar not only provides fami-
lies with information that can be accessed
anytime, it also provides filters so users can
access flyers by topics, school buildings
and dates.

Want Daily PeachJar Updates?

Open up Peach]Jar on our website at
https:/fwww.victorschools.org/account and
follow these steps:

* Under “Parents” go to “Peachjar Flyers.”

o Click on “My Account” on upper right hand corner.

o If you have not already registered on Peach]ar, follow
the registration instructions.

* Once you are registered, go to “My Account” on the
lower left hand side of the page and select “Notifica-
tion Preferences” and “School Preferences.”

* You can set up notification preferences for one VCS
school or all five of them!

Remember, you can always check out
what’s happening at VCS by opening
Peach]ar on our website: https://app.
peachjar.com/flyers/all/districts/32620

New Website Launched

Have You Re-Registered for
Enews Publications?

This summer, VCS unveiled a brand new
website designed to streamline news and
information and make it easier for you to
stay connected with the school district.
As part of our new website, ALL existing
newsletter subscribers must re-register to
continue to receive electronic principal
and superintendent news publications.
To re-register for newsletters go to “Com-
munity” on the District’s website. Under
“Community” go to the “Newsletters” link
for further instructions.

2019-2020 Pre-K and
Kindergarten Registration
Schedule Announced

Pre-K Registration Begins in January!
Pre-Kindergarten registration for the
2019-2020 school year will begin on
Tuesday, January 8th, 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
in the Pupil Personnel Services Office in
the District Office building adjacent to the
VECS.

Children who are four years old on De-
cember 1, 2019 are eligible to register for
Pre-K. The lottery for Pre-K will be Friday,
February 1, 2019. Notification letters will
be mailed by Friday, February 8, 2019.
(Please note that lottery results will not be
shared over the phone.)

Kindergarten registration for the 2019-
2020 school year will begin on Friday,
March 1st, 8:00 am to 4:00 pm in the
Victor Early Childhood School Board
Room. Children who are five years old on
December 1, 2019 are eligible to register
for Kindergarten.
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2018 Athletic Hall of

Fame Inductees Honored
On
Thursday,
September
13th the
Athletic
Hall of
Fame held
its annual
induction

ceremony
at the
Burgundy Basin Inn in Bushnell’s Basin to
honor individuals who excelled in athletics
at VCS.

This year’s inductees were Billy Bowe
(’82) Marsha Loopman Carey (’89),
Trevor DuPont (03), Jeff Emrich (°97),
and former VCS teacher and coach, Tom
Mandara.

The Victor Hall of Fame was founded in
1999 as a way to recognize and celebrate
the accomplishments of outstanding athletes,
coaches and Blue Devil supporters, reconnect
those individuals and their families with
Victor Central School and deepen the current
student-athlete understanding and apprecia-
tion for the history of the Blue Devil athletes
by seeking their participation.

VCS Academics
Ranked One of Best

in New York State

This fall, Buffalo Business First magazine
ranked the Victor School District 15

in academics out of 431 upstate school
districts in 48 counties.

New Assistant Principal
Named at Senior High

This summer the Victor Central Schools’
Board of Education appointed Karl
Dubash as the new assistant principal at
the Senior High School. Dubash replaces
Brian Siesto who accepted the principal
post vacated by Yvonne O’Shea who re-
tired this summer.

Dubash comes to Victor from the Brock-
port Central School District where he was
the assistant principal at the A.D. Oliver
Middle School.

Dubash earned a
Bachelor of Science
degree in Computer
Information Systems
from SUNY Brockport
in 2002, a Masters of
Mathematics Educa-
tion degree from St.
John Fisher College in
2006 and a Certificate
of Advanced Study from SUNY Oswego
in 2017. He currently resides in Brighton
with his wife Jessica and their children,

Jason, age 6 and Hannah, age 3.

Have a Concern?

From time to time throughout the school
year, parents, students and community
members have concerns that they would
like to address with school administrators.
To ensure that your specific concern is met
by the best qualified person, please see our
“Communication is Key” chart located on
the School and Community page of our
new website. https://www.victorschools.
org/district/departments/school-and-com-
munity-relations
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Student
Selected for
All State
Symphony
Orchestra
Senior High School

viola player, Barbara
Hansen, was selected

to play the viola in the NYSSMA Confer-

ence All-State Symphony Orchestra later
this year. Hansen will perform with the
orchestra on Sunday, December 2nd at

10:00 am in the Kodak Hall at the East-
man School of Music.

Victor Student Achieves

Top ACT Score

Senior, Grace M. Meise, earned the high-
est possible ACT composite score of 36
this past spring. On aver-
age, only around one-tenth
of one percent of students
who take the ACT earn a
top score. In the U.S. high
school graduating class of
2017, only 2,760 out of
more than 2 million graduates who took
the ACT earned a composite score of 36.

Senior High Boasts
National Merit Scholar-
ship Semifinalists
Congratulations to Allison Heltz, Kather-
ine Kopp, Gabriel Lind, Grace Meise and
Keonwoo Park! These seniors were named
National Merit Scholarship semifinalists
for 2019.

Victor’s “fabulous five” were among
ninety-five high-school seniors in the Buf-
falo and Rochester areas who earned the
prestigious honor.

A total of 16,000 U.S. semifinalists
have been chosen to compete for 7,500
National Merit Scholarships worth more
than $31 million. They were filtered from
an initial pool of 1.6 million U.S. students
who took last year’s PSAT/NMSQT, a
qualifying test.

Student Named National
Hispanic Scholar

Senior, Eric Barron, has been named a
National Hispanic Scholar by the College
Board National Hispanic Recognition
Program.

College Board secks to identify
outstanding Hispanic high school
students and to share informa-
tion about these academically
well-prepared students with sub-
scribing colleges and universities.

Attention Parents of
Students Who Attend
Private/Parochial Schools

Important Busing Information
In order to be eligible for transportation
to a private/parochial school, parents must
submit a written request no later than
April 1st of the previous year. In addi-
tion, you must live within 15 miles of the
school of your choice.

Please send written requests to:

Lisa Hinman

VCS Head Bus Driver

Transportation Department

953 High Street

Victor, New York 14564

12

VICTOR CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWS MAGAZINE



Upcoming Music Events
Friday, November 16th

VJH Musical (Seussical)

7 pm, JH/SH Auditorium

Saturday, November 17th
VJH Musical (Seussical)
1 pm and 7 pm, JH/SH Auditorium

Saturday, December 1st
RPO Holiday Concert
7 pm, JH/SH Auditorium

Monday, December 3rd
4th and 5th Grade Holiday Chorus
Concert, 7 pm, JH/SH Auditorium

Tuesday, December 4th

6th Grade Band, Chorus and Allegro
Orchestra Holiday Concert

7 pm, JH/SH Auditorium

Wednesday, December 5th
JH Instrumental Holiday Concert
7 pm, JH/SH Auditorium

Monday, December 10th
VSH Holiday Band Concert
7 pm, JH/SH Auditorium

Tuesday, December 11th
VIS - Presto and Vivace
Orchestras and Suzuki Group
Holiday Concert

7 pm, JH/SH Auditorium

Wednesday, December 12th
3rd Grade Holiday Concerts

6:30 pm and 7:30 pm, VPS Auditorium

Monday, December 17th
VSH Orchestras and Choirs
Holiday Concert

7 pm, JH/SH Auditorium

Tuesday, December 18th
VJH Choral Concert
7 pm, JH/SH Auditorium

Wednesday, December 19th
Beginning and 5th Grade Bands
Holiday Concert

7 pm, JH/SH Auditorium

Victor Athletics Named
Most Accomplished in
New York State

The New York State Sportswriters Associa-
tion (NYSSWA) named Victor Central
Schools” Athletic Program the 2018 Kerr
Cup Champion.

The competition is limited to schools
belonging to the New York State Public
High School Athletic Association, which is
not affiliated with the NYSSWA and does
not participate in the Kerr Cup process.

This year, the Victor athletic program
achieved a record setting victory in the 10th
annual Kerr competition by breaking the
previous marks for points compiled and
margin of victory. In addition, Victor be-
came the first school to lead the scoring for
both boys and girls in the same school year.

Victor is also the first Section V' School
to win the Kerr Cup Championship.

Board of Education

Celebrated
On Thursday, October 11th, during their

regular monthly meeting, members of the
Victor Board of Education were honored
for their service to our school community.
In addition to receiving cards and small
tokens from each school, Board members,
Debbie Palumbo-Sanders (President), Tim
DeLucia (Vice President), Karen Ballard,
Kristin Elliott, Christopher Parks, Mike
Vistocco and Mike Young, were treated
to live entertainment presented by Junior
High music teacher Zach Pelton and jazz
students, Brian Martin, Jordan Underhill,
Andrew Horihan, Ben Raduns and Max
Ruscio.

Each year, the New York State School
Boards Association (NYSSBA) sponsors
School Board Recognition Week to recognize
school board members for their commitment

to New York public school children.
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Victor Football Tackles

Cancer at Teddi Bowl lli
On Thursday, August 30th, Camp Good
Days & Special Times in collaboration
with the Victor Blue Devils and the Pitts-
ford Panthers held Teddi Bowl 111, a
fundraiser to benefit the children and
families of Camp Good Days.

Teddi Bowl III, the first Section V
football game of the season, was held at
St. John Fisher College. More than 2,500
fans attended the game which raised over
$10,000 to help fund the programs free of
charge to children and families affected by
cancer and sickle cell anemia.

The Victor Blue Devils ultimately won
the game 16-0, but the real winners were
the children from Camp Good Days who
were able to serve as honorary coaches and
cheerleaders during the event.

Finger Lakes Area
School Health Plan
Awarded 2018 Wealth

of Health Award

This spring, the Finger Lakes Area School
Health Plan (FLASHP), which includes
Victor Central Schools, won the 2018
Wealth of Health Award (Rochester Busi-
ness Journal and Excellus BCBS) in the
category of the Best Wellness Event. The
group’s 10 Day Plant Based Food Chal-
lenge, administered by VCS enrichment
teacher and District health and wellness
coordinator, Doug Schmidt and his wife,
Shari, took home the top prize!

More than 1,300 participants from 35
school districts and Finger Lakes Com-
munity College (FLCC) participated in
the 10-Day Plant Based Jump-start Your
Health Challenge.

The Finger Lakes Area School Health
Plan is a consortium made up of 36
schools and one college.

Food Service Department

Welcomes New Intern
This fall, the VCS Food Service

Department welcomed Allie
Strawn to their ranks as an intern.
Strawn hails from Oklahoma
where she attended Oklahoma
State University. Alix TePoel, VCS
Food Service Director said Allie is
a very enthusiastic individual, who
loves food services and is aspiring

to become a Food Service Director.

“Allie has been working on increasing our
breakfast participation in the Junior High
School by engaging students with surveys
and conversations about what they would
like to see on the breakfast menu. She has
already assisted with developing an indi-
vidualized menu for one of our students
with very specific dietary need and is cur-
rently developing her plans for nutrition
education with students,” TePoel said.

Former Intern Returns
as School Nutritionist

Former VCS Food Services intern, k &
Jennifer Nguyen is back at VCS
this year, this time as a school nu-
tritionist. In her new role, Nguyen
will not only take over the respon-
sibilities of retired food services
manager, Doris Crowley, she will
also focus on the health and well-
ness of our students.

Nguyen, a California native,
earned her Bachelor of Science in Food
Administration and Dietetics degree from
California State University, Long Beach.
Last year she earned her Masters degree in
dietetics from Cornell University.

VICTOR CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWS MAGAZINE



Two Victor Teachers
Named New York State

Master Teachers

'This fall, Governor Andrew

M. Cuomo announced the
selection of 275 educators from
across the state to join the New
York State Master Teacher Pro-
gram. Victor Senior High School
math teacher, Dawn Knapp

and Junior High School math
teacher, Tom Zaccardo, were
among the prestigious mix. They
join Senior High science teachers
Kristina Sykes and Dave Porter
who were previously selected

for this honor. Master Teach-

ers are dedicated professionals
who teach science, technology,
computer science, robotics, cod-
ing, engineering, and math courses across
grades K through 12 including Advanced
Placement, honors, Regents and Interna-
tional Baccalaureate levels.

Snackpack Program
Set to Help Hundreds

of VCS Families

The Victor Senior High School Cares
Club, in cooperation with the Victor-
Farmington Food Cupboard and Food-
link, kicked-off the 2018-2019 Snackpack
program in time for Columbus Day
weekend. Last year, the program delivered
food to more than 75 families and that
number is expected to go up this year ac-
cording to program co-advisor, LeeAnne
Birkemeier. “We have received wonderful
feedback that this program is really helpful
for families and that the kids really enjoy
getting the snacks each month,” she said.
The Snackpack Program is completely
CONFIDENTTIAL and is intended for

families who need help providing food
when school is not in session. Students in
Pre-K through grade 12 qualify.

While all non-perishable foods are wel-
come, Birkemeier said the program is most
in need of canned fruit, granola and/or
breakfast type bars and kid-friendly flavors
of canned soup.

“Donations of these food items are much
needed, appreciated, and can be dropped
off in the main office of the Senior High
school. We are also always in need of driv-
ers to help with deliveries!”

In order to participate in the FREE
program, a parent or guardian needs to
call 585-924-3252, ext. 5105 to register
confidentially and leave an ADDRESS,
PHONE NUMBER, and NUMBER OF
CHILDREN. The only qualification is a
stated need for extra food. Requests to be
added to the program OR removed from
it if you no longer need it, can be made via
email to BirkemeierL@victorschools.org or

McManisD@victorschools.org

2018-2019 Packing Schedule:

Deliveries can be made anytime from these
dates through the Saturday morning past
these dates.

Tuesday December 18th

Thursday January 17th

Wednesday February 13th

Tuesday March 12th

Wednesday April 10th

May, and June TO BE DETERMINED
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Victor Central School District
953 High Street
Victor, NY 14564

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID

Victor, NY

Permit # 10

To: Victor Central School District Residents

The New York State Division of Criminal Justice Services maintains

a list of registered sex offenders and offers many resources through
its web site, http://criminaljustice.state.ny.us. People may search
the Sex Offender Registry using the criteria of name, county or zip
code. Parents and guardians may want to talk with children about
interacting with adults and people they do not know.

VisualéPerforming Arts

HALL OF FAME

Do you know a Victor Central School
alumnus or alumna who has made a significant
contribution to the arts?

The Visual and Performing Arts Hall of Fame
honors such individuals.

Nominees shall be selected based upon the following criteria:
A. Graduated from Victor Senior High School at least
(10) years ago. Nominee may have or may not have been
affiliated with a VCS arts program.

B. Staff member, parent or community member who
made significant contributions to the VCS arts program
a minimum of (5) years.

Suggested “types” of artists that could qualify would be

Creators ~ Performers ~ Practitioners ~ Contributors

Go to www.victorschools.org for more information.

Nominations must be submitted by
Tuesday, January 22, 2019 to:

Visual & Performing Arts Hall of Fame committee
c/o The Office of School and Community Relations
Victor Central Schools

953 High Street, Victor, New York 14564

or by emailing laskysh@victorschools.org

VCS Seeks Names of
Distinguished Graduates

Do you know a Victor Central School alumnus who has made a
significant contribution to society? The Graduates of Distinction
program honors such individuals. Applications are currently available
in the Office of School and Community Relations or on-line at www.
victorschools.org. Alumni selected for this honor will be recognized

at a special Graduate of Distinction Day next fall.

Nominees to the Victor Central School District Graduates of Distinc-

tion program shall be selected based upon the following criteria:

A. Nominees must have graduated from Victor Senior High (or have
attended Victor Schools BEFORE there was a high school in the case
of Honorable Recognition) at least 15 years before they are eligible
for selection. The committee may waive the graduation time limit

requirements in certain circumstances, as it deems necessary;

B. Significant achievement after attending Victor Schools which
include: (1) Educational achievements; (2) Professional achievements;
(3) Job-related achievements; (4)Honors, awards, professional
affiliations, publications; (5) Civic or community involvement;

(6) Other appropriate qualifications which the committee believes

merit consideration;

Nominations must be submitted by Monday, January 14, 2019 to:
Graduates of Distinction Committee

c/o The Office of School and Community Relations

Victor Central Schools 953 High Street, Victor, New York 14564




